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A  Sketch  read  before  the  Mass.  Hom.  Med.  Society,  Oct.  14,  1868. 
BY  CONRAD  WESSELHOEFT,   M.D.,   OF  BOSTON. 

This  drug  at  first  promised  no  very  decisive  results,  but  further 
acquaintance  has  convinced  me  that  it  will  be  one  of  the  most  use- 
ful remedies  in  our  new  materia  medica.  I  have  made  several 
provings  of  it  upon  myself  and  have  obtained  a  number  from 
others,  with  dilutions  as  well  as  with  considerable  quantities  of  the 
tincture,  and  also  with  the  root  of  the  plant.  While  my  own  obser- 
vations coincide  perfectly  with  those  collected  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale,  I 
have  been  enabled  to  add  a  few  new  peculiarities,  and  perhaps,  to 
fill  up  a  few  vacancies  by  procuring  some  provings  from  females. 

Beginning  with  the  head,  numerous  experiences  point  to  the 
applicability  of  Iris  to  a  certain  form  of  "  sick  headache,"  charac- 
terized by  dull,  throbbing,  or  hammering,  and  also  shooting  or  acute 
boring  pains  in  one  side  (generally  the  left,  or  passing/rom  right 
to  left)  of  the  forehead,  with  nausea.  The  headache,  if  beginning 
in  the  morning  grows  more  violent  in  the  afternoon  and  towards 
night,  but  is  generally  present  and  most  severe  in  the  afternoon  and 
towards  evening,  aggravated  by  violent  motion,  but  relieved  by 
moderate  exercise  in  the  open  air ;  such,  at  least,  was  my  personal 
experience. 

Another  peculiarity  of  the  headaches  is  their  paroxysmal  charac- 
ter, coming   in   repeated  attacks  through  the  day,  or  appearing  at 
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intervals  of  many  days,  so  as  to  become  periodical ;  according  to 
the  experiences  of  other  provers,  the  pains  of  the  head  are  aggra- 
vated by  cold  air  and  by  covghing.  In  regard  to  the  throat  symp- 
toms,, the  Iris  rivals  the  heroic  remedies  of  the  older  materia 
medica,  and  certainly  seems  to  exert  much  of  its  primary  effect 
upon  the  superficial  as  well  as  the  deeper  structures  of  the  palate 
and  pharynx.  The  smarting,  burning  sensation  in  the  soft  palate  and 
fauces  is  excessive,  and  makes  the  throat  feel  larger,  like  a  burning 
cavern.  Inspiration  of  cold  air  relieves  the  pain,  while  expiration 
increases  it.  The  throat  looks  bright  red,  injected,  and  is  dry. 
Spasms  of  the  pharynx  while  swallowing  food  are  very  comm.on. 
This  does  not  produce  a  strictly  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  but  rather  an  acute  pharyngitis  with  paralytic 
weakness  of  the  pharyngeal  muscles  (like  Aconite,  Belladonna^ 
Gelsrminum  for  instance).  It  has  salivation  in  common  with 
many  drugs  of  the  old  and  new  materia  medica. 

This  form  of  inflammation  is  probably  also  excited  in  the 
stomach ;  there  is  excessive  nausea  and  retching  with  eructation  of 
much  tasteless  gas,  and  hiirning  in  the  region  of  the  fauces ;  vomit- 
ing and  diarrhoea  are  also  present. 

Eather  more  prominent  than  the  former  are  the  abdominal 
symptoms,  manifested  by  severe  rumbling  of  gas,  excessive  watery 
discharges,  preceded  by  soft  and  more  substantial  evacuations,  and 
intense  aching  cramp-like  pains.  These,  together  with  the  excessive 
nausea  and  also  vomiting,  point  to  the  use  of  Iris  in  cholera  like 
affections,  in  which  it  has  already  proved  useful  in  the  hands  of 
practitioners.  Next  to  this,  the  Iris  also  corresponds  to  certain 
forms  of  dysentery,  in  producing  bloody  mucous  discharges  with 
severe  tenesmus,  and  prolapse  of  the  rectar  mucous  membrane. 
But  it  also  appears  that  the  Iris  exerts  its  first  influence  upon  the 
small  intestine,  as  indicated  perhaps  by  the  excessive  watery  dis- 
charges, and  that  the  dysentery  symptoms  are  in  fact  a  sequel  to  the 
former;  the  action  upon  the  colon  exists  together  with  that  upon 
the  small  intestine,  as  the  bloody  mucous  discharges  apparently  do 
not  set  in  till  after  the  colic  and  watery  diarrhoea  have  existed  for 
some  time. 

The  left  side  of  the  abdomen  also  appears  to  be  principally 
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affected,  or,  if  the  pains  begin  on  the  right  side,  thej  often  pass  to 
the  left. 

The  head  symptoms,  which  must  be  referred  to  again  here,  con- 
sidered by  themselves,  do  not  exhibit  very  striking  indications  for 
<^  sick  headache,"  unless  regarded  as  proceeding  from  the  intense 
gastric  and  abdominal  disturbance.  Those  varieties  of  headache, 
caused  by  Iris  independently  of  gastric  and  abdominal  disturbance, 
are  not  marked  cases  of  genuine  "  sick  headache,"  which,  patho- 
logically speaking,  is  an  affection  of  the  brain  and  its  envelopes 
with  secondary  gastric  disturbance. 

In  a  case  of  regular  but  excessive  menstruation.  Iris  caused  the 
menses  to  appear  several  days  later  and  diminished  in  quantity. 

That  the  Iris  will  prove  to  be  an  important  remedy  in  several 
forms  of  rheumatism  or  rather  neuralgia,  is  confirmed  by  Drs. 
Burt,  Rowland,  and  by  my  own  trials.  Iris  causes  marked  attacks 
of  sciatica  of  the  left  side;  severe,  sudden,  shooting  pains  in  the 
course  of  the  left  sciatic  nerve,  causing  lameness  especially  on  motion  ; 
this  appeared  after  every  dose  in  my  own  case.  It  seems  that 
the  pains  caused  by  Iris  are  seated  particularly  in  the  nerves  j 
though,  on  the  other  hand  it  evinces  a  marked  affinity  for  all  the 
joints  of  the  body,  especially  those  of  the  extremities,  without 
decided  affections  of  the  muscles ;  and  as  a  general  thing  is  indi- 
cated for  neuralgic  affections.  As  far  at<  it  is  possible  to  discern 
at  present,  pains  resembling  the  sciatic  twinges  in  the  left  sciatic 
nerve,  also  appeared  in  the  right  shoulder. 

Like  the  cranial  and  abdominal  pains,  those  of  the  knee  joint  also 
pass  from  the  right  to  the  left  knee;  and,  if  an  inference  can 
already  be  drawn,  the  pains  passfiom  right  to  left;  or  from  the  right 
upper  to  left  lower  portions.  Moderate  motion  aggravates  the  sciatic 
pains  exceedingly,  while  violent  motion  makes  no  perceptible  differ- 
ence. 

In  the  air  passages.  Iris  produces  and  also  relieves  a  short  dry 
cough,  caused  by  excessive  tickling  in  the  larynx,  especially  if  the 
cough  was  preceded  or  accompanied  by  dry,  smarting,  or  burnino* 
sore  throat. 

This  sketch  does  not  claim  to  exhaust  the  scope  of  the  action  of 
Iris,  being  intended  merely  as  an  index  to  the  general  sphere  of  its 
pathogenesis. 
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In  connection  with  this  proving  as  well  as  others,  the  conviction 
forces  itself  upon  me  that  a  proving  upon  the  healthy  is  only  one 
half  of  the  task ;  its  verification  in  sickness  constitutes  the  other, 
—  and  by  far  most  difficult  half.  Thougli  we  are  justified  in  admin- 
istering an  unknown  drug  to  healthy  volunteer  provers,  we  must 
not  and  cannot  do  so  in  disease  without  danger  of  injury  to  our 
patient,  and  herein  we  differ  in  practice  from  allopathists  and  eclec- 
tics. In  order  to  explore  the  scope  of  a  new  drug,  which  is  to 
become  a  remedy  in  disease,  we  must  previously  have  obtained  cer- 
tain (ridding  points.  These  are  secured  first  by  provings  upon 
healthy  subjects.  Bat  a  proving  upon  healthy  subjects  alone,  be  it 
ever  so  exhaustive,  is  still  imperfect  and  of  questionable  value  till 
after  an  equally  exhaustive  clinical  test,  by  which  alone  the  true 
simile,  i.  e.  the  true  homoeopathic  relation  between  drug  and  disease 
can  be  brought  out. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  even  wiih  the  greatest  care  we  can 
always  produce  pure  drug  symptoms  in  the  healthy ;  there  are  too 
many  other  influences  constantly  acting  upon  the  organism,  which, 
during  a  proving  necessarily  becomes  morbidly  susceptible  to  all 
influences ;  therefore  the  only  means  of  verifying  our  provings"^  i$ 
the  clinical  test.  This  constitutes  the  true  proof  of  the  proving^ 
and  is  to  the  latter  what  the  proof  is  to  a  sum  in  arithmetic.  Hav- 
ing gained  the  guiding  points,  we  are  justified  in  making  the 
clinical  test. 

The  "  Organon"  teaches  that  if  a  remedy  which  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing  certain  morbid  symptoms  in  a  healthy  person,  is  applied  in 
a  case  of  natural  disease  corresponding  in  its  symptoms  with  those 
of  the  drug,  that  disease  will  be  certainly,  speedily  and  gently  cured. 
This  is  true;  upon  this  truth  rests  our  name  as  physicians;  but 
practically  this  truth  is  most  difficult  to  realize,  and  the  test  is  not 
always  crowned  with  success,  owing  to  unavoidable  imperfections 
and  uncertainties  in  our  provings.     On  this  account  Hahnemann 


*  The  word  "  proving"  is  derived  from  the  German  pruefen,  and  has  not  the 
same  literal  meaning;  pruefen  means  to  test  or  try,  while  to  prove  means  to 
verify  something  previously  asserted ;  but  the  latter  word  has  by  use  acquired 
the  same  moaning  as  pruefen. 
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has  been  frequently  and  unjustly  feproaclied  by  friend  and  foe,  who 
did  not  and  will  not  see  that  his  great  aim  was  to  do  away 
with  this  very  uncertainty  in  medicine ;  even  now  there  are  those 
who  cannot  forgive  him  for  not  perfecting  his  whole  system  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  render  it  an  infallible  cure-all,  even  in  the  hands 
of  the  humblest.  Hahnemann  foretold  the  way  to  perfect  the 
materia  medica  and  stated  what  could  and  would  be  done  when 
the  materia  medica  shall  have  been  perfected.  No  one  was  more 
deeply  impressed  with  its  imperfections,  and  hence  he  was  ever 
careful  to  impress  it  upon  others  by  the  frequent  use  of  the  phrase 
when  alluding  to  the  materia  medica  —  "as  far  as  known  at 
present." 

None  saw  more  clearly  than  he  the  importance  of  clinical  obser- 
vations ;  and  owing  to  this  very  importance  he  insisted  that  such 
observations  should  be  left  "  only  to  masters  in  the  art  of  observ- 
ing." Though  we  cannot  all  be  masters,  it  is  nevertheless  our  duty 
to  prove  our  "proving"  upon  the  sick;  until  that  is  accomplished 
neither  Iris  nor  any  other  new  remedy  will  be  really  available. 
Years  must  elapse  before  we  shall  dare  to  place  our  new  drug 
among  the  veterans  of  the  materia  medica. 

When  testing  a  newly  "proved"  remedy  in  disease,  symptoms 
will  often  be  observed  to  arise  which  did  not  appear  in  the  proving 
of  the  healthy;  again,  some  symptoms  of  the  disease  corresponding 
to  the  proving  upon  the  healthy,  will  be  cured ;  and  thirdly,  some 
will  be  cured  which  did  not  appear  in  the  proving  upon  the 
healthy.  These  are  the  points  where  the  mastership  in  the  art  of 
observing  should  come  into  play,  and  they  illustrate  Hahnemann's 
significant  demand.  For  the  sake  of  security  we  may  cast  aside 
the  new  symptoms  arising  from  a  drug  administered  in  disease ;  but 
the  cured  or  modified  symptoms  whether  corresponding  to  the  pri- 
mary "  proving "  or  not,  should  be  jealously  noted  and  preserved, 
together  with  the  conditions  under  which  they  occurred. 

We  want  more  masters  in  the  art  of  observing ;  we  cannot  replace 

mastership  by  the  rather  crude  empirical  method  of  the  present 

day  —  in  vogue,  not  among  "eclectics"  only  —  of  boldly  trying 

medicines  in  disease,  without  even  a  trace  of  previous  knowledge  a3 

a  guide.     Hence  many  years  must  pass  before   the  new  remedies 
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of  our  materia  medica  will  equal  tliose  of  the  old ;  but  we  must 
not  precipitate  matters  by  adding  too  much  new  material;  we 
have  enough  to  do  for  the  present  in  re-proving  our  present  material 
and  in  applying  the  clinical  test. 


OBSERVATIONS   ON   HEMORRHOIDS. 

BY  CARROLL  DUNHAiM,   M.D.,  OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  results  of  the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  hemorrhoids  and 
cognate  affections  of  the  rectum  and  anus,  are  peculiarly  gratifying. 
Positively,  because  they  show  a  much  greater  and  more  uniform 
success  than  we  should  have  been  justified  in  expecting  in  affections 
so  liable  to  constant  mechanical  aggravation.  Comparatively,  be- 
cause they  show  that  our  specific  remedies  have  power  over  condi- 
tions which  the  other  schools  of  medicine  treat  only  by  palliative 
dietetics,  or  by  the  destructive  procedures  of  surgery,  but  do  not 
pretend  to  cure. 

The  efficacy  of  Nux  vomica  and  Sul'pliur^  Sepia  and  Lachesis  in 
these  affections  and  the  indications  for  their  employment,  are  already 
well  established  by  the  experience  of  our  school.  Hamamdis,  Col- 
linsonia  and  JEsculus  have  proved  useful  in  many  cases,  and  are 
being  zealously  studied.  Passing  these  remedies,  I  wish  to  speak 
first  of  Ignatia,  which  I  have  found  indicated;  and  of  exceeding 
efficacy  in  many  cases  of  hemorrhoids. 

The  symptoms  which  indicate  Ignatia  are  quite  numerous.  The 
evacuation  of  f^ces  is  difficult,  because  of  a  seeming  inactivity  of 
the  rectum ;  the  prover  cannot  make  a  violent  effort  to  expel  them, 
without  danger  of  eversion  and  prolapsus  of  the  rectum.  After 
stool,  painful  constriction  of  the  anus ;  recurring  pains  in  the  anus, 
compounded  of  soreness  and  spasmodic  constriction,  or  pressure. 
Moderate  effort  at  stool  causes  prolapsus  ani.  After  stool  a  violent 
stabbing  stitch  from  the  anus  upwards  into  the  rectum.  Bleeding 
after  and  during  stool.  I  have  regarded  the  symptoms  of  the 
stitch  upwards  into  the  rectum  as  a  characteristic  indication  for 
Ignatia  in  bleeding  hemorrhoids,  where  other  symptoms  at  all  cor- 
responded ;  and  I  do  not  remember  to  have  failed  in  any  case  in 
which  this  indication  was  present. 
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A  perusal  of  the  symptoms  above  recited  may  suggest  to  some 
reader  the  cognate  malady  "  fissure  of  the  anus  " ;  in  which  also 
Ignatia  is  a  valuable  remedy.  Nitric  acid,  Platina  and  Plumbum 
may  be  likewise  indicated,  and  have  been  of  service  in  the  treat- 
ment of  "fissure  of  the  anus."  But  I  make  particular  mention 
now  of  Graphites,  which  I  have  several  times  used  with  success, 
and  particularly  in  a  recent  and  very  painful  case.  The  direct 
indications  are  found  in  the  following  symptoms.  Burning  and 
bleeding  during  stool,  pressure  and  burning  and  sharp  cutting 
stitches  in  the  anus.  Soreness  at  the  anus,  and  smarting  on 
contact;  bleeding  from  the  rectum,  with  sharp,  stitching  pain. 
Prolapsus  ani,  with  sensation  as  though  the  sphincter  had  lost  its 
contractile  power,  and  were  paralyzed. 

The  following  cases  illustrate  the  action  of  Ignatia  and  Gra- 
pJiites  respectively ; 

1.  Mrs.  B.,  aged  thirty-thr.ee  years,  mother  of  three  children,  the 
oldest  of  which  was  born  six  years  ago.  After  her  first  confinement, 
she  had  hemorrhoids,  which  have  been  growing  worse  ever  since. 
Tumors  prolapse  with  every  stool  and  have  to  be  replaced;  they 
are  sore,  as  if  excoriated.     Much  hemorrhage  with  every  stool. 

Both  hemorrhage  and  pain  are  worse  when  the  stool  is  loose. 
Dull,  dragging  pain  all  around  the  pelvis,  constant  tenseness  and 
frequent  spasmodic  constrictions  of  the  anus,  followed  by  a  sharp 
stitch  from  the  anus  upwards  into  the  rectum.  She  is  nursing  a 
child  thirteen  months  old. 

May  12,  1860.  I  prescribed  Ignotia^^^  three  powders;  to  dis- 
solve a  powder  in  four  ounces  of  water,  and  take  two  drachms 
QYQTj  four  hours. 

May  28.  Bleeding  has  ceased  ;  the  tumors  prolapse,  but  re- 
turn themselves;  no  more  pains;  bowels  regular.  But  she  is  very 
weak ;  perspires  easily  and  always  profusely  when  she  sleeps.  I 
ordered  her  to  cease  nursing  her  baby  and  to  take  a  more  nourishing 
diet,  and  gave  China^^^  eight  powders;  one  every  night  and 
mornino:. 

July  6.     Is  strong  and  well.     No  signs  of  hemorrhoids. 

May  10,  1868.  The  hemorrhoidal  trouble  has  not  returned 
although  Mrs.  B.  has  since  had  another  baby. 
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2.  Mrs.  H.  T. ;  aged  twenty-nine  years;  has  two  children;  has 
been  subject  to  hemorrhoids  for  several  years.  For  the  past  year 
they  have  been  very  troublesome.  Profuse  bleeding  with  every  stool. 
Tumors  prolapse ;  are  at  first  soft ;  but  soon  become  hard ;  they 
have  to  be  replaced,  but  prolapse  again  from  exercise  in  walking. 
Sharp  stitches  from  the  anus  upwards  into  the  rectum. 

Dec.  27,  1867.     Ignatia. 

Jan.  6,  1868.  Decided  improvement,  in  that  pains  have  ceased. 
The  bleeding  is  slight  and  infrequent;  and  the  tumors  return 
spontaneously. 

Feb.  20.     Entirely  well. 

There  was  no  return  of  the  hemorrhoids  during  pregnancy, 
although  their  first  appearance  had  been  during  her  first  pregnancy. 
Two  months  after  confinement,  which  occurred  in  May,  Mrs^  T. 
applied  to  me  for  relief  from  a  trouble  which  her  physician,  after  ex- 
amination, pronounced  to  be  "  fissure  of  the  anus  " ;  and  for  which  he 
recommended  forcible  dilatation.  The  pain  during  an  evacuation 
was  a  very  severe,  sharp,  cutting  pain,  which  was  followed  by  con- 
striction and  aching  for  several  hours ;  especially  severe  at  night, 
so  that  she  could  get  but  little  sleep.  By  her  physician's  advice, 
she  had  been  using  small  enemata  of  water ;  retaining  them  as  long 
as  possible,  and  then  voiding  them  without  effort.  I  recommended 
a  continued  use  of  these  enemata  and  gave  Graphitcs^^^  in  solution ; 
a  teaspoonful  every  four  hours.  I  should  state  that  I  verified 
the  diagnosis  of  "  fissure."  Within  three  days  the  pains  had 
entirely  ceased;  an  evacuation  after  enema  was  painless.  The 
enemata  were  continued  for  a  fortnight,  and  could  then  be  dis- 
pensed with.     There  has  been  no  retui-n  of  this  trouble. 

Our  Fiench  colleagues  speak  highly  of  Ratanhia  in  fissure  of  the 
anus;  and, at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  French  Homoeopathic  Society, 
Dr.  Eafinesque,  alluding  to  Dr.  Ozanam's  paper  on  Poeonia.y 
reports  a  case  of  fissure  in  which  Paeonia^,  used  both  internally 
and  externally,  effected  a  prompt  and  enduring  cure.  Atrocious 
pain  accompanied  and  followed  each  defecation ;  after  an  hour  or 
or  two  of  relief,  the  pains  would  recur,  and  last  twelve  hours,  pre- 
venting sleep  or  rest,  and  compelling  him  to  walk  the  floor  nearly 
all  night.  Dr.  Cretin  reports  a  similar,  though  less  severe  case, 
cured  by  Faeonia?, 
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EXPElilMENTS   WITH  THE  HIGHEST  DILUTIONS. 

BY  WM.   H.   HOLCOMBE,   M.D.,   OF  NEW  ORLEANS,   LA. 

My  practice  has  always  been  mixed ;  partly  homoeopathic,  partly 
empirical.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  law  "  similia  similibus  "  is 
the  only  law  of  cure.  I  do  not  always  give  the  smallest  dose 
first;  but  frequently  give  very  material  doses  —  I  sometimes  alter- 
nate remedies.  I  am  called  a  mongrel  by  allopathists  and  by 
ultra-homoeopaths.  I  accept  the  name  —  I  give  all  kinds  of  medi- 
cines in  all  kinds  of  doses.  I  look  before  and  behind,  to  the  right 
hand  and  to  the  left,  welcoming  everything,  trying  everything, 
retaining  the  useful  regardless  of  its  source. 

I  have  been  giving  some  of  the  highest  dilutions,  carefully 
watching  the  result.  Sometimes  I  have  seen  no  effect :  sometimes 
relief,  but  I  was  doubtful  of  the  causative  influence  of  the  drug : 
sometimes  brilliant  results.  For  the  benefit  of  those  unbelievers 
who  are  unwilling  even  to  try  the  highest  dilutions,  I  will  give  a 
few  cases  in  which  I  felt  compelled  to  attribute  the  result  to  the 
medicine. 

1.  A  gentleman,  far  gone  in  consumption,  came  to  the  city 
to  consult  me.  The  most  striking  symptom  was  a  profuse  night- 
sweat.  It  had  lasted  for  four  or  five  months.  He  had  taken 
quinine,  tannin,  and  elixir  vitriol  —  I  gave  him  China,  Phosphoric 
acid,  and  Verairum,  in  succession,  without  the  least  effect.  I  then 
gave  Silicia^'^^^^^  attenuation.  The  next  night  the  sweat  was  much 
less.  In  two  or  three  nights  it  disappeared.  He  staid  in  the  city 
a  month,  and  no  sweating  recurred.  The  consumption  is  progres- 
sing towards  its  usual  end. 

2.  A  case  of  chronic  headache  (coming  in  paroxysms)  which 
has  resisted  every  thing.  The  pain  is  intense,  with  vomiting  and 
great  sensitiveness  of  the  whole  nervous  system.  Iris  (low)  and  Platina^^ 
had  done  more  good  than  any  thing  else.  Never  relieved  under 
six  or  twelve  hours.  Sent  her  Belladonna^'^^^,  Relieved  entirely 
in  an  hour  and  a  half.  Same  remedy  acted  promptly  in  a  similar 
case. 

3.  Nursing  sore-mouth,  very  bad,  of  several  weeks'  standing, 
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with  dfijiiess,  roughness,  and  burning  sensations;  cured  in  a  week 
hy  Arsenk^'^^^^^  attenuation,  without  local  application. 

4.  Bilious  autumnal  dysentery,  severe  case,  one  week  duration; 
stools  every  half  hour.  Noticed  a  peculiar  symptom.  The  least 
motion  of  the  body,  —  raising  the  arm  or  even  bending  the  toes,  — 
produced  a  disposition  to  go  to  stooL  This  is  a  characteristic  of 
Bryonia.  I  gave  the  two-thousandth  attenuation.  When  I  called 
the  next  morning,  I  was  amazed  to  find  the  whole  disease  gone. 

5.  A  lady  came  from  the  country  with  total  aphonia,  and 
hoarse,  smarting,  suffocating  cough.  These  symptoms  followed 
pneumonia,  and  had  lasted  six  weeks.  I  gave  her  Sulphur^^'^^^ .  In 
two  days  her  voice  was  perfectly  natural  and  her  cough  improved. 
Another  case  of  aphonia  from  cold  disappeared  in  two  hours  after 
Sulphur^^^'^^K 

Besides  these  cases,  I  have  verified  the  efficacy  of  Lachcsis^'^^^ 
in  tickling  bronchial  cough ;  of  Arscnicu?n^'^^^  in  chronic  intermit- 
tent fever;  of  Veratrum^'^^^  in.  wsitery  diarrhoea;  of  Pulsatil/a^^'^^^ 
in  flatulent  dyspepsia ;  and  of  Rhus  tox.^'^^^  in  chronic  rheumatic 
and  paralytic  conditions. 

These  experiments  have  convinced  me  that  the  attenuations 
hitherto  made  have  not  exhausted  the  curative  power  of  drugs 
used  on  the  homoeopathic  principle. 

When  these  higher  dilutions  do  act  they  seem  to  act  very 
quickly  and  thoroughly. 

I  beseech  my  professional  brethren  to  lay  aside  all  prejudices 
and  supply  themselves  with  the  highest  dilutions,  so  that  we  may 
discover  by  combined  observation  the  precise  value  and  sphere  of 
these  preparations. 


REPORT   OF   THE   LEOPOLDSTADT  HOMCEOPATHIC  HOS- 
PITAL,  IN  VIENNA,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1867. 

BY  DR.  M.   EIDHERR. 
Translated  from  the  "  Algemeine  Homoeop.  Zeitung,"  by  H.  L.  H.  Hoflfendahl,  M.  D.,  of  Boston , 

From  the  tabular  statement,  it  appears  tiiat  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-three  patients  were  received  during  the  year.  Of  this  num- 
ber, six  hundred  and  eleven  recovered,  thirty-seven  were  relieved, 
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nine  were  transferred;  twenty-eight  died,  and  thirty- eight  remained 
under  treatment.  The  proportion  of  deaths  was  4.3  per  cent. 
Excluding  those  cases  that  in  the  present  condition  of  medical 
science  are  considered  incurable,  such  as  phthisis,  perforating  ulcer 
of  the  stomach,  acute  yellow  atrophy  of  the  liver,  cancer  of  the 
liver,  etc.,  the  ratio  of  mortality  is  reduced  to  2.2  per  cent. 

The  average  mortality  of  tuberculosis,  compared  with  the  total 
of  deaths,  was  61.1  per  cent;  of  typhoid  fever,  10.3  per  centj  of 
pneumonia,  4.5  per  cent;  of  peritonitis,  6.4  per  cent. 

Report  of  treatment.  —  Ancemia,  In  two  cases,  this  disease  was 
the  result  of  repeated  profuse  uterine  hemorrhage.  One  case 
was  cured  with  China  alone,  and  the  other  with  China  and  Fer- 
rum  met.^ 

The  third  case  occurred  in  a  woman  of  fifty,  in  very  reduced 
circumstances,  who  had,  during  the  previous  four  months,  suffered 
from  repeated  attacks  of  intermittent  fever.  There  was  marked 
dropsical  swelling  of  the  lower  extremities,  of  the  hands,  and  of 
the  abdomen ;  respiration  short  and  difficult ;  auscultation  showed 
that  the  lungs  were  intact;  position  and  size  of  the  heart  normal, 
but  the  sounds  were  propagated  to  the  jugular  veins.  The  spleen 
was  enormously  enlarged,  its  lower  border  extending  to  the  left 
ilium ;  the  liver  extended  one  inch  below  the  margin  of  the  ribs. 
Appetite  good ;  moderate  thirst ;  weakness,  and  sleeplessness. 

The  patient  received  nourishing  diet  and  China^ ;  one  drop  was 
given  every  two  hours.  After  three  weeks'  treatment,  the  patient 
demanded  her  discharge,  as  she  was  obliged  to  work  to  support 
her  children.  At  this  time  the  anasarca  had  disappeared,  the  size 
of  the  spleen  had  diminished  by  two  fingers'  breadth,  and  the  liver 
scarcely  protruded  below  the  border  of  the  ribs. 

Apoplexy.  Four  cases  were  received.  In  two  cases,  death 
ensued  speedily.  In  the  other  two  cases,  there  was  a  slow  recov- 
ery under  the  use  of  Arnica,  Caiislicum  and  Cocculus. 

Congestion,  ccrehrul,  occurred  in  young,  robust  girls.  When 
there  was  oppressive  headache,  pulsation  of  the  carotids,  sparkling 
of  the  eyes,  congestion  of  the  skin,  frequent  pulse  and  restlessness, 
Gelseminum^  was  given,  with  effect.  In  one  case,  where  the  menin- 
ges appeared  to  be  affected;  Apia^  was  useful. 
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Iiiterimtic7it  Fever.  Of  eight  cases,  two  were  quotidian  and  five 
tertian,  presenting  no  peculiarities  worthy  of  notice.  One  case  was 
irregular  and  complicated  with  bronchitis.  Chinas  Phosphorus  and 
Nux  were  required  for  its  cure. 

Rheumatism.  Most  of  the  cases  were  acute,  and  generally,  many 
of  the  joints  were  attacked.  Affection  of  the  heart  was  noticed  in 
only  two  cases  out  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  treated.  There 
were  no  deaths.  The  principal  remedies  were  Acid,  benzoic. ^ 
Antim.  tart.^  Bryonia,  Colchiciim,  Ledum,  Ranunc.  hulb.,  Pnlsat., 
Silicia  and  Sulphur.  Concomitant  symptoms  required  China,  Fer- 
rum  met..  Phosphorus  and  Spigelia, 

Scurvy.  Two  cases.  One  case  ended  fatally,  occurring  in  a 
woman  of  seventy,  who  had  been  living  in  extreme  poverty,  and 
was  almost  moribund  when  brought  in.  In  the  other  case,  the  gums 
only  were  affected,  and  recovery  took  place  under  the  use  of  Carbo 
veg. 

Typhoid  Fever.  Fifty-eight  cases ;  six  deaths.  Most  of  the  cases 
ran  a  mild  course.  Cerebral  symptoms  were  present  in  but  few 
cases,  but  abdominal  lesions  and  diarrhoea  were  frequent.  Pneu- 
monia supervened  in  three  cases.  Profuse  uterine  hemorrhage 
occurred  in  two  cases,  which  ended  fatally.  Intestinal  hemorrhage 
also  occurred.  Of  four  pregnant  women,  only  one  aborted.  Acid, 
phosphoric,  was  the  principal  remedy,  sufficing  alone  for  the 
treatment  of  several  cases.  Arsenicum  came  next,  being  used 
especially  in  cases  of  hemorrhage.  Calc.  carb.,  Rhus,  Bryonia, 
Pulsat.  and  Chelidonium  were  used  less  frequently.  Sabina  and 
Secale  were  used  effectually  for  threatened  abortion. 

Otitis.     One  case,  following  scarlatina ;    was  cured  with  Apis. 

Conjunctivitis.     Treated  with  Bellad.  and  Euphrasia. 

Odontalgia,  of  rheumatic  origin,  was  cured  in  one  case  with 
Staphysagria  ;  in  another  with  Rhododendron  ;  Parulis  from  carious 
teeth  required  Merc.  sol. 

Simple  Angina  was  treated  with  Bellad.  More  severe  cases, 
with  suppuration,  called  for  Merc.  sol. 

In  Diphtheritic  cases,  Iodine  and  Bromine  were  used. 

Diseases  of  the  Heart.  The  most  common  lesion  was  insuffi- 
ciency of  the   bicuspid  valve,  following   attacks  of   rheumatism. 
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There  were  also  four  cases  of  dilatation  and  hypertrophy  of  the 
left  ventricle  with  considerable  disturbance  of  the  circulation,  and, 
in  two  cases,  albuminous  urine,  oedema  of  hands  and  feet,  and  bron- 
chial catarrh.  Aconite  was  used  only  when  there  was  a  conges- 
tion as  well  as  increased  action  of  the  heart ;  Spigelia  when  there 
was  a  tending  to  nervousness ;  Phosphorus  when  there  was  implica- 
tion of  the  respiratory  organ ;  Arsenic  for  albuminuria,  oedema  of 
limbs,  and  asthmatic  attacks ;  Tart.  emet.  for  incipient  oedema  of 
the  lungs ;  Carho.  veg.  in  one  case  of  great  dyspnoea  with  cyanotic 
discoloration  of  the  surface ;   China  and  Ferrum  for  anaemia. 

Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Respiration.  Catarrh  of  the  Larynx 
required  Hejpar  and  Spongia. 

Bronchitis  and  Bronchial  Catarrh,  Aconite  was  used  in  recent 
cases,  when  there  was  high  fever,  short  and  quick  respiration, 
with  no  dulness,  on  percussion.  Bryonia  when  the  cough  was  dry, 
short  and  painful,  the  tongue  coated  and  appetite  lost.  Phosphorus 
when  the  respiration  t^s  short  and  painful,  with  crepitant  r^les, 
pressure  over  the  sternum  and  difl&cult  expectoration.  Ipecac, 
when,  aside  from  the  bronchial  affection,  the  digestion  was  also 
troubled,  as  shown  by  a  thickly  coated  tongue,  nausea,  vomiting 
and  loss  of  appetite.  Nux.,  Pulsat.,  and  Hyoscyamus  were  less 
often  used. 

Pleuritic  Exudation  was  treated  with  Sidphur  and  Calc.  ca7-h. 

Pleurisy,  if  there  was  no  complication,  was  treated  with  Aconite 
and  Bryonia,  and  Sulphur  if  there  was  exudation.  In  reduced 
subjects,  with  disease  of  the  lungs.  Arsenic,  Calc,  Carho  veg.  and 
Phosphorus  were  given. 

In  Laryngitis,  Bellad.,  Hep.  sulph.,  Spongia,  Iodine  and  Carho 
veg.  were  used  with  success. 

Pneumonia  was  treated  almost  exclusively  with  Aconite  and 
Phosphorus. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs.  Cancer  of  the  Stomach  in  one 
case  was  considerably  relieved  by  Arsenic  and  Lacerta  agilis^^, 
so  that  nausea,  vomiting  and  oedema  of  the  legs  disappeared 
entirely. 

In  Dysentery,  Merc.  corr.  was  the  favorite  remedy.  In  one  case 
of  perforating  ulcer  of  the  stomach,  death  ensued  within  twenty- 
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four  hours  from  the  time  the  patient  was  first  taken.  In  hemor- 
rhage from  the  stomach  Acid,  jphos..  Arsenic. ^  Carbo  veg.  and  Ipecac, 
were  used. 

A  case  of  Erysipelas  with  inflammation  of  the  lymphatics  was 
treated  with  Ajns,  Merc.  sol.  and  Lachcsis,  Mastitis,  in  a  nursing 
woman,  required  Bellad,  and  Merc.  sol.  Another  case,  caused  I37  a 
blow,  was  treated  with  Arnica  and  Merc.  sol.  Parotitis  was  treated 
with  Bellad. 

A  case  of  Acute  yellow  Atrophy  of  the  liver  was  treated  with 
Nnx,  Bellad.  and  Arsenic.  But  the  patient  gradually  sank,  and 
died  the  seventh  day,  with  typhoid  symptoms. 

Icterus  was  treated  with  Bryonia,  China  and  Nux  vom.  In 
Feritonitis,  Bryonia  and  Sulphur  were  the  principal  remedies.  Cases 
of  Albuminuria  after  scarlatina,  and  cases  of  Bright's  Disease,  were 
treated  with  Apis  and  Arsenic. 
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BOSTON,    JANUARY     1869. 


In  beginning  another  volume  of  the  Gazette,  we  have  no  new  prom- 
ises to  make,  and  can  only  assure  its  readers  that  in  the  future,  as  in 
the  past,  every  effort  will  be  made  to  render  the  journal  of  practical 
value  to  the  profession.  The  retirement  of  the  senior  editor  from  the 
post  which  he  has  so  ably  occupied  since  the  Gazette  was  first  issued, 
is  a  loss  only  to  be  compensated  by  greater  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
present  incumbent,  in  which  we  ask  the  aid  and  support  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

While  we  have  no  ambition  to  increase  the  dimensions  of  the 
Gazette  by  admitting  valueless  or  impractical  articles,  yet  through  the 
liberality  of  the  publishers,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  give  additional 
pages  whenever  a  press  of  important  matter  shall  render  it  desirable. 

Our  Cause  in  Boston.  —  Fifty-seven  homoeopathic  physicians  in 
Boston,  are  enumerated  in  the  last  homoeopathic  directory.  This  is 
an  increase  of  one  hundred  per  cent  in  the  last  ten  years,  and  we 
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leave  our  allopathic  friends  to  compute  the  number  at  the  close  of  this 
century,  if  the  increase  continues  in  the  same  ratio.  Boston  has  also 
two  homoeopathic  medical  societies,  which  meet  semi-monthly.  The 
State  society  meets  here  twice  a  year,  at  which  sessions  nearly 
one  hundred  physicians  are  in  attendance.  The  Homoeopathic  Dis- 
pensary has  been  in  quiet  but  successful  operation  for  ten  years,  and 
is  supported  by  a  permanent  fund  already  exceeding  $20,000,  which 
is  yearly  increasing,  to  become  the  nucleus  for  a  hospital. 

Four  public  institutions  in  the  city  are  entirely  under  homoeopathic 
treatment,  while  several  others  are  partially  so.  A  college  and  hos- 
pital ar^  separately  chartered,  and  are  only  waiting  for  the  proper 
time  to  commence  operations.  In  fact,  ever3'thing  betokens  a  brill- 
iant and  successful  future  for  homoeopathy  in  this  city. 

All  that  is  required  is  earnestness,  energy  and  unity  in  our  ranks 
to  make  homoeopathy  the  dominant  school  here  as  well  as  else- 
where. 


COi:iRESPONDENCE. 
a  few  hours  among  the  homceopaths  of  new  york. 

New  York,  Nov.  24,  1868, 
Dear  Gazette :  Would  jom  like  a  word  from  the  metropolis  ?  De- 
siring a  little  respite  from  professional  care,  I  left  the  "  City  of 
Notions  "  and  yesterday,  before  the  grey  of  morning,  found  myself 
landed  in  the  streets  of  New  York,  for  streets  only  are  the  hospitable 
welcome  whioli  the  New  Haven  Railroad  offers  to  weary  travellers 
on  arriving  here  1  A  few  hours  of  quiet  sleep  refreshed  me  after  the 
night  of  jolting  in  the  cars,  and  I  was  awakened  by  a  call  from  some 
of  my  professional  friends  who  were  aware  of  my  intended  visit. 

Well,  what  is  there  to  see,  interesting  to  a  homoeopathic  physician? 
*'  In  the  first  place,  there  are  more  than  two  hundred  ph3'slcians  of  our 
school,  any  and  all  of  whom  you  would  be  glad  to  meet,  while  some 
are  the  best  fellows  that  ever^  trod  shoe-leather.  Then  there  is  the 
college,  in  full  and  successful  operation ;  three  dispensaries,  each 
doing  an  immense  business  ;  the  ophthalmic  hospital,  which  3'ou  must 
not  fail  to  visit ;  Smith's  pharmacy,  which  is  a  sort  of  headquarters 
for  physicians  to  drop  in  at ;  Radde's  pharmacy,  whence  issue  so  many 
publications ;  and  various  smaller  pharmacies,  each  interesting  in 
their  way." 

Smith's  Pharmacy.  This  is  a  large  establishment  and  does  an 
extensive  business,  which  the  elder  vSmith  has  been  years  in  forming, 
and  which  will  probably  eventually  be  continued  by  his  sons.  The 
elder  of  them,  Henry  M.  Smith,  is  well-known  to  the  profession,  and 
is  an  earnest,  whole-souled,  hearty  worker  in  the  cause  of  homoeopa- 
thy. The  place  is  well  worth  visiting.  "  Up  stairs  and  down  stairs 
and  in  the  —  chamber,"  are  to  be  found  the  various  kinds  of  appa- 
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ratns  required  in  producing  the  material  used  by  our  physicians.  Al- 
cohol is  doubly  distilled,  sugar  of  milk  thoroughly  purified  and 
prepared  for  use,  pellets  manufactured  by  the  hundred  weight,  and  all 
the  triturations,  attenuations,  etc.,  etc.,  carefully  made. 

New  York  Homceopathic  Medical  College. — Here  we  found  as- 
sembled between  sixty  and  seventy  students.  I  have  visited  a  good 
man}"  lecture  rooms  before,  but  it  has  rarely  been  my  good  fortune  to 
see  such  a  collection  of  earnest,  intelligent  and  attentive  students. 
Professor  Allen  was  addressing  them  on  the  bones  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremities, and  in  his  hands,  the  dry  bones  became  eloquent.  It  was 
one  of  the  most  tliorough,  suggestive  and  interesting  lectures,  I  havo 
ever  heard,  and  when  the  youthful  lecturer  closed,  8hylock's  expres- 
sion came  to  my  lips,  **  How  much  more  eider  art  thou  than  thy 
looks."  From  Professor  Morgan,  I  also  heard  a  valuable  lecture  on 
practice,  which  would  not  fall  amiss  on  the  ears'  of  practitioners.  I 
have  not  time  to  speak  of  the  other  lecturers.  Barlow,  Dunham,  Paine, 
Beakley,  Kellogg,  and  the  Smiths.  Altogether  the  college  is  a  suc- 
cess, and  if  its  progress  in  the  future,  equals  that  of  the  past,  it  will 
attain  a  position,  of  which  we  may  well  be  proud. 

The  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital.  —  A  year  and  a  half  ago, 
this  hospital  by  the  vote  of  the  trustees  passed  from  allopathic  to 
hoiiKjeopathic  hands.  It  was  fortunate  in  selecting  for  its  physicians, 
such  earnest,  accomplished,  thorough  men,  as  Drs.  Allen,  Bacon,  Lie- 
bold  and  Wetmore.  They  have  done  an  immense  amount  of  work, 
and  in  their  hands,  the  hospital  has  more  than  doubled  its  former 
extent  and  usefulness.  Already  the  building  is  found  much  too  small, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  new  and  more  commodious  one.  In  the 
few  moments  I  was  present,  Professor  Allen  three  times  performed 
Stilling's  operation  for  opening  the  lachrymal  duct,  and  these,  with 
several  other  operations,  were  performed  by  surgeons  here,  in  the 
most  skilful  manner.  There  is  some  taliv  of  establishing  an  ophthal- 
moiogical  quarterly  in  connection  with  the  hospital.  There  is  no 
doubt  of  the  desirableness  of  it  and  of  the  ability  with  w^hich  it  would 
be  conducted,  although  pecuninril}^  it  might  not  \ifiy,  Wh}"  could  not 
the  Gazette  add  a  few  pages  in  this  department  to  advantage  ? 

Allen's  Ophthalmoscope.  —  I  must  not  omit  mentioning  the  very 
neat,  compact,  and  inexpensive  ophthalmoscope  arranged  by  Profes^ 
sor  Allen.  It  is  manufactured  by  Tfemann,  and  if  an}^  physiciari 
desires  an  instrument,  he  should  not  fail  to  get  this  particular  one. 

The  Dispensaries.  —  I  have  hadonlj^  time  to  visit  the  one  at  the 
college.  There  was  no  lack  of  patients  here,  and  I  was  informed  at 
the  other  two  Dispensaries,  the  crowd  is  often  immense,  employing  a 
large  force  of  physicians  several  hours  every  day. 

The  New  York  Medical  Club.  — B}^  the  kind  invitation  of  Pro- 
fessor Paine,  I  met  the  club  at  his  house  last  night.  It  is  composed 
of  about  twenty-five  physicians,  who  meet  semi-monthly  at  each 
other's  houses.  Important  medical  topics  are  discussed,  and  any 
subject,  which  will  conduce  to  the  advancement  of  homoeopathy,  re- 
ceives here  an  earnest  consideration.  After  the  business  of  the  cluh 
iscompletedj  a  collation  is  served,  and  the  social  festivities  coiameuce. 
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Here  every  one  is  bound  to  do  his  best  for  the  pleasure  of  the  whole, 
and  the  harmony  and  good-will,  which  this  club  has  engendered,  show 
how  successful  it  has  been  in  this  respect,  for  the  last  two  years. 

Personal  Items.  —  If  I  were  to  speak  of  the  individual  members 
of  our  profession  in  New  York,  my  letter  would  make  a  volume.  I 
cannot  however,  close  without  referring  to  at  least  one  or  two. 

John  F.  Gray.  —  Few  men  living  could  command  the  respect, 
which  I  felt  as  I  stood  in  the  presence  of  this  noble  pioneer  and  vet- 
eran in  the  cause  of  homoeopathy.  Perhaps  the  first  in  this  country 
to  adopt  its  principles,  for  more  than  forty  years  he  has  battled  for 
its  success,  and  now  though  time  has  made  its  marks  upon  him,  yet 
he  is  hale,  hearty  and  vigorous  ;  and  where  in  early  life,  he .  stood 
alone,  a  leader,  to-day  he  has  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  whole  regi- 
ments enlisted,  and  earnestly  serving  in  the  same  cause. 

Carroll  Dunham,  is  a  name  respected  in  both  hemispheres.  Of 
wide  scientific  attainments  and  broad  culture,  his  conscientious  devo- 
tion to  his  own  convictions  and  the  liberality  with  which  those  of  his 
brethren  are  entertained  are  worthy  of  our  emulation.  Our  school 
is  fortunate  in  having  a  Code  of  Medical  Ethics,  prepared  by  so  mas- 
terly a  hand. 

P.  P.  Wells.  —  I  was  pained  to  learn  that  for  nine  weeks,  this  well 
known  physician  in  om^  ranks,  had  been  confined  to  his  bed  with  a 
severe  rheumatic  fever.  I  have  to-day  visited  his  sick  room,  and  find 
that  same  clear  intellect,  determined  energy  and  enthusiastic  love  for 
our  cause,  which  has  always  characterized  him.  I  know  your  readers 
will  with  me,  sympathize  in  his  suffering  and  hope  for  his  speedy 
recovery. 

As  you  will  see,  New  York  gives  no  uncertain  sound  in  our  cause, 
and  the  progress,  which  homoeopathy  is  so  rapidly  making  here,  is  but 
indicative  of  its  position  throughout  the  country.  Videtur. 

CLEVELAND    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Dear  Gazette.  —  Cleveland  is  fast  becoming  notoriously  homoe- 
opathic. Few  words  are  more  familiar  to  the  public  eye  than  this 
allopathically  much  hated  word.  And  this  occurs  in  a  way  in  no 
manner  offensive  to  professional  taste.  We  have  homoeopathic  phar- 
macies and  homoeopathic  insurance  companies,  homoeopathic  hos- 
pitals, homoeopathic  colleges,  homoeopathic  journals,  homoeopathic 
societies,  homoeopathic  doctors,  and  homoeopathic  fairs  ;  and  they  are 
all  duly  noted  and  commented  on  by  the  dail}^  press,  whose  con- 
ductors are  ever  anxious  to  give  us  a  just  recognition. 

Now,  speaking  of  fairs,  refninds  me  of  the  very  brilliant  and  suc- 
cessful one  the  ladies  have  just  been  holding  in  behalf  of  our  new 
hospital.  On  a  distinctly  avowed  homoeopathic  basis  we  have  started 
a  hospital  which  at  present  contains  fifty  beds,  and  we  asked  and 
received  the  most  earnest  and  whole-souled  support  that  could 
possibly  have  been  given  us.  In  fact,  we  have  given  the  ladies 
full  charge  of  the  hospital,  and  they  have  succeeded  in  the  course  of 
a  few  weeks  in  putting  it  in  a  condition  we  had  hoped  to  see  it  enjoy 
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only  after  years  of  labor.  The  "  Ladies'  Homoeopathic  Fair  "  was  a 
great  success.  It  called  out  the  best  our  city  could  afford  of  its 
wealth,  industry,  influence,  and  beaut}^ ;  and  you  may  trust  me  in 
saying  it  was  a  proud  day  for  Homoeopathy.  And  we  had  five  just 
such  days  and  nights,  —  for  Cleveland's 

"  capital  had  gathered  then 


Her  beauty  and  her  chivah-y,  and  bright 

The  hiinps  shone  o'er  fair  women  and  brave  men. 

A  thousand  hearts  beat  happily," 

and  the  result  was  our  receipts  were  over  $2,000.  Each  day,  the 
ladies  gave  a  public  dinner,  and  sumptuously  fed  hundreds  of  hungry 
souls.  N.  B.  —  This  is  figurative,  for  souls  are  not  fed  with  such 
substantial  things  as  chicken  pies,  roast  turkeys,  oysters,  etc.,  etc. 

The  hospital  was  opened  with  formal  public  services  a  few  daj^s 
before  the  fair,  but  I  have  no  space  to  give  you  an  account  of  it. 
Our  college,  which  is  connected  with  the  hospital,  is  enjoying  unusual 
prosperity.  Our  class  now  numbers  over  seventy,  and  the  cry  is, 
*'  Still  they  come."  Our  clinics  have  been  very  full  and  varied*.  A 
large  number  of  important  surgical  operations  have  been  brought 
before  the  class.  Our  surgical  staff  is  now  made  up  of  four  pro- 
fessors. So  far,  we  have  had  amputation  of  the  leg,  amputation 
of  the  foot  (Chopart's  operation),  exsection  of  the  femur,  tre- 
phining, castration,  urethrotomy,  urethoplasty,  removal  of  cataract 
(modified  linear  extraction),  operation  for  fistula  lachrymalis,  and 
phimosis.  The  beauty  of  the  whole  thing  is,  our  hospital  as  well  as 
college  is  homoeopathic.  The  class,  by  sections,  daily  visits  the 
wards,  and  notes  the  prescriptions  and  progress  of  the  cases  under 
treatment. 

This  may  be  a  seemingl}-  boastful  statement,  but  it  is  a  true  one, 
and  should  rejoice  all  lovers  of  our  school ;  and  if  any  city  can 
show  a  better  record,  we  are  content.  We  have  put  $35,000  into  the 
college  and  hospital  enterprise,  and  are  bound  to  win.  t.  p.  w. 

Cleveland,  November,  15,  18G8. 
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BOSTON    ACADEMY    OF    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICINE. 

[We  shall  hope  hereafter  to  give  each  month  a  carefully  prepared  abstract  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  large  and  active  society.  — Ed.] 

Nov.  9,  1865.  —  After  transacting  the  business  of  the  Academy, 
the  scientific  session  opened.  The  essayist  of  the  evening,  Dr. 
Walker,  being  detained  by  severe  sickness  in  his  family,  subjects  of 
general  interest  were  considered. 

Dr.  Talbot  related  a  case  of  a  woman,  aged  forty,  who  had  for 
many  years  been  subject  to  severe  attacks  of  epilepsy.  Tubercular 
phthisis   gradually  developed,   suspending  almost   entirely  the  epi- 
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leptic  attacks.  The  progress  of  this  disease  was  in  turn  arrested 
upon  the  appearance  of  a  tumor  of  the  left  ovary.  Effusion  into 
the  abdominal  cavity  ensued  ;  and,  with  the  rapid  increase  of  the 
size,  the  patient  became  so  much  reduced  that,  for  many  weeks,  her 
death  was  daily  expected.  About  nine  months  after  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  ovarian  tumor,  the  quantity  of  fluid  had  become  so  great, 
that  it  was  thought  advisable  to  perform  paracentesis.  About  four- 
teen quarts  of  a  thin  semi-purulent  liquid  were  withdrawn.  Consid- 
erable abdominal  inflammation  and  pain  followed,  from  which  she 
gradually  rallied,  and  was  more  comfortable.  On  Friday  last,  just 
three  months  after  the  first  operation,  between  four  and  five  gallons 
of  a  somewhat  thicker  and  more  purulent  fluid  were  removed  in  the 
same  manner.     The  patient  has  since  been  quite  comfortable. 

The  ovarian  tumor  has  not  apparently  increased  in  size.  The 
phthisical  condition  remains  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago,  vomicae 
of  considerable  size  exist  in  both  lungs,  but  the  cough  has  been 
greatly  ameliorated  by  Drosera^  with  occasional  powders  of  Calcarea, 

Dr.  Ahlborn  related  a  case  of  ovarian  disease,  in  which  paracentesis 
was  performed  every  three  or  four  months  for  over  four  years.  The 
amount  of  fluid  withdrawn  gradually  lessened  toward  the  latter  part 
of  her  life,  but  it  became  thicker  and  more  purulent  and  had  to  be 
removed  more  frequently. 

At  the  autopsj^  the  walls  of  the  sac  were  found  to  be  enormously 
thickened,  and,  together  with  the  tumor  weighed  forty-two  pounds. 

Dr.  Woodvine  reported  a  case  of  large  pulsating  tumor  of  the  abdo- 
men, situated  in  the  left  hypochondriac  region.  It  is  quite  hard  and 
sensitive  to  the  touch.  The  patient  is  much  emaciated,  no  appetite, 
unable  to  take  liquids  ;  tongue,  bright  red  and  glossy  ;  urine,  scanty 
and  high  colored.  Considerable  doubt  exists  as  to  the  pathological 
character  of  the  disease. 

Dr.  Angell  inquired  if  the  pulsations  were  of  an  aneurismal  char- 
acter. 

Dr.  Ahlborn  thought  that  the  situation  would  preclude  the  proba- 
bility of  such  an  origin.  The  descending  aorta  rarely  or  never  becomes 
aneurismal  below  the  diaphragm,  while  the  renal  artery  would  not 
form  an  aneurism  of  the  size  of  this  tumor. 

Dr.  Humphreys  inquired  if  the  tumor  is  sufficiently  low  down  to  be 
caused  by  an  aneurism  of  the  internal  iliac  artery. 

Dr.  Woodvine  thought  it  was  not. 

Dr.  Talbot  did  not  consider  the  pulsation  would  necessarily  indicate 
an  aneurism.  A  tumor  resting  on  any  large  artery  would  transmit 
pulsation.  The  symptoms  in  this  case  might  indicate  carcinoma, 
although  non-malignant  tumors  are  sometimes  founded  in  this  region. 
He  mentioned  a  case  of  movable  kidney  which  occurred  in  his  practice 
eight  years  ago  and  which  had  been  treated  by  various  physicians  for 
enlarged  spleen,  ovarian  tumor,  and  cancer  of  the  stomach !  The 
woman  had  been  suffering  severely  from  dyspepsia  from  which  she 
recovred  under  homoeopathic  treatment. 

Dr.  Humphreys  reported  a  case  of  vaginismus  which  had  been  under 
his  treatment  for  a  few  weeks  past,  and  for  which  he  had  sought  the 
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appropriate  homoeopathic  remedy,  but  thus  far  without  success.     He 
wished  advice  in  relation  thereto. 

The  local  applications  of  Calendula,  Hydrastis,  Carbolic  acid  and 
Argentum  nit.  were  recommended,  and  Sims'  operation  was  suggested. 

November  23d,  1868.  Dr.  J.  Heber  Smith  of  Melrose  was  elected  a 
member,  and  P.  K.  Guild  of  Jamaica  Plain  proposed  for  membership. 

Dr.  Ilumphrej's  reported  further  on  the  case  of  vaginismus,  which  he 
had  successfully  relieved  by  Sims'  operation. 

Dr.  D.  G.  Woodvine  read  an  able  paper  on  "  Entozoa,"  for  which 
the  thanks  of  the  Academy  were  presented,  and  a  copy  solicited  for 
publication  in  the  Gazette. 

Dr.  Squier  asked  if  the  propagation  of  intestinal  worms  in  human 
beings  was  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  in  horses  and  other  ani- 
mals as  stated  by  Mr.  Haserick,  in  Nichols'  Journal  of  Chemistry, 
namely  :  by  the  eggs  being  deposited  and  the  worm  developed  outside 
the  sphincter  ani,  and  then  returning  to  the  intestine  immediately 
after  leaving  the  egg. 

Dr.  Woodvine  was  not  aware  that  such  was  the  case  with  regard  to 
the  development  of  the  eggs  in  human  beings.  He  felt  convinced  that 
the  worms  did  leave  the  intestine  and  migrate  to  other  persons,  while 
sleeping  in  the  same  bed  with  the  one  affected.  He  considered  that 
they  entered  at  the  anus  and  that  the  disease  was  often  extended  in 
this  way.  He  now  has  a  whole  family  under  his  charge  affected  with 
pin-worms,  where  the  affection  from  the  regular  order  in  which  it 
advanced,  evidentl}'-  proceeded  from  one  individual,  who  was  known  to 
be  affected  previous  to  her  entering  the  famil}^ 

Dr.  Ahlborn  stated  that  man}^  physicians  considered  that  the  symp- 
toms usually  attributed  to  worms  were  not  owing  to  their  presence, 
but  that  the  presence  of  intestinal  worms  was  symptomatic  of  certain 
conditions  of  the  system,  which  produce  the  other  and  common  sj'mp- 
toms  attributed  to  the  worms.  He  stated  that  a  dilute  solution  of 
Carbolic  acid  was  useful  in  clearing  the  intestine  of  pin-worms.  Also 
that  the  ecchinococcus  and  c^'sticercus  cellulosae  were  the  only  entozoa 
found  in  the  liver  and  its  ducts. 

Dr.  Woodvine  remarked  that  the  ascaris  lumbricoides  had  been  found 
in  the  gall  ducts  and  in  abscesses  of  the  liver.  For  the  removal  of 
taenia  he  generall}^  finds  it  sufficient  to  give  5  ij..,  of  English  etherial 
oil  of  male  fern,  after  a  fast  of  twentj^-four  hours. 

BOSTON    H0M(E0PATHIC    SOCIETY. 

We  have  as  yet  received  no  report  from  this  Society. 

NEW    JERSEY    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  Jersey  Qiiy,  Xov. 
18th.     The  President,  J.  J.  Youlin,  presided. 

Frbm  the  Bureau  on  Surgery,  a  report  was  presented  b}^  E.  Cook 
Webb,  M.D.,  of  Orange,  on  a  case  of  enlargement  of  the  bones  of  the 
wrist.     A  cast  in  plaster  was  produced,  and  a  history  of  the  case 
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gwen.  A  few  closes  of  Silicia^,  cured  the  patient.  Considerable 
discussion  ensued  upon  the  use  of  Silicia  in  diseases  of  the  bones.  It 
was  recommended  for  curvature  of  the  spine,  long  bones  of  the  arms 
and  legs,  and  especially  for  children  with  crooked  legs. 

T.  B.  Mandeville,  M.D.,  of  Newark,  from  the  Bureau  on  Practice, 
presented  a  very  able  paper  npon  tubercular  meningitis. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  the  indiscreet  and  pernicious  use 
of  sugar  was  remarked  upon.  It  was  contended  that  many  of  the 
diseases  from  which  children  suffer  are  caused  by  sugar  in  some  form 
or  other.  It  vitiates  the  acids  of  the  stomach  —  thins  and  acidifies 
the  blood  ;  depresses  the  nervous  system,  and  in  many  other  forms 
produces  injui^,  disease  and  even  death. 

Dr.  McNeil,  of  Hudson  Cit}^,  from  the  Bureau  of  Obstetrics,  pre- 
sented a  verbal  report  recommending  a  better  education  of  women 
not  only  in  their  office  of  mothers,  but  with  regard  to  what  they 
ought  to  know  and  be  able  to  do  in  emergencies  at  confinements, 
when  the  accoucher  is  absent  or  is  unable  to  attend  ;  also  recommend- 
ing the  profession  to  teach  the  ladies  of  their  patrons  so  far  as  is 
necessary,  so  that  they  would  be  able  to  tell  when  a  phj^sician  is 
really  needed,  and  in  simple  cases  to  be  able  to  perform  all  needed 
work,  in  case  he  does  not  arrive  in  time. 

Theie  were  several  other  interesting  statements  made  by  ph3'sicians 
present,  which  will  all  appear  in  the  published  annual  proceedings  of 
the  Society.  The  discussions  upon  the  various  subjects  brought  before 
the  Society  were  of  a  very  entertaining  and  instructive  character. 

The  necessity  of  a  competent  short-hand  reporter  for  the  meetings 
of  the  society  is  so  apparent,  that  it  was  determined  one  should  be 
employed  in  future.  The  next  meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  held  in 
Trenton,  in  January  next,  when  a  public  address  will  be  delivered  by 
Dr.  Rockwith,  of  Newark.  It  is  very  important  that  every  homceo- 
pathic  physician  in  the  State  should  identify  himself  with  the  Society, 
not  only  for  his  own  good  but  for  the  good  of  his  patrons,  and  for  the 
advance  of  our  science.  The  meetings  are  becoming  more  and  more 
interesting  and  instructive,  and  are  well  calculated  to  increase  the 
usefulness  of  the  members,  as  well  as  to  develop  and  promulgate  the 
truths  and  benefits  of  the  homoeopathic  law  of  cure. 

From  the  accumulation  of  documents,  anatomical  and  surgical 
specimens,  etc.,  it  is  deenied  important  that  we  have  a  librarian  and 
curator,     The  President  named  Doctors  Rockwith  and  Mandeville, 

The  present  working  organization  is  as  follows  ; 

Bureau  of  Materia  Medica-^J.  P.  Annin,  M.D.j  0.  F,  Lund, 
M.D,  and  W.  McGeorge,  M.D, 

Bureau  of  Surgery  —  E.  Cook  Webb,  M.D.,  T.  Y,  Kinne,  M.D, 
and  Younglove,  M.D, 

Bureau  of  Practice-^  A.  Kirkpatrick,  M.D.,  Richards,  M.D.,  and 
F.  B.  Mandeville,  M,D. 

Bureau  of  Obstetrics -^MoNe[l,M.T>,,  C,  F.  Fish,  M.D.,  and  G. 
W.  Bailey,  M.D, 

It  is  the  design  of  the  Society  to  apply  to  the  New  Jersey  Legisla- 
ture the  coming  winter,  for  ^n  ^ct  of  incorporatio?i, 
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THE    EASTERN    DISTRICT    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL     ASSOCIATION    OF    NEW 

JERSEY. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  Newark,  on  Wed- 
nesda}',  the  4th  of  November,  1868. 

It  was  well  attended,  and  the  discussion  of  cases  occurring  in  the 
daily  practice  of  the  members  was  spirited  and  interesting.  The 
Society  though  small,  is  earnest,  and  doing  good  service  to  the  cause 
of  Homoeopathy  in  that  part  of  the  State. 


ITEMS  AND  EXTRACTS. 
A  GENUINE  case  of  trichinse  in  pork  recently  occurred  at  Burke,  Vt. 

Puke  carbolic  acid  applied  directly  to  the  bites  of  serpents  or  to 
other  poisonous  wounds  is  said  to  prove  curative.  It  is  worth  remem- 
bering and  trying. 

In  Belgium  a  thin  sheet  of  lead  is  placed  over  flesh  wounds  and 
held  in  place  \yith  adhesive  plaster.  The  lead  is  then  kept  cool  with 
water. 

The  intimate  connection  between  magnetism  and  electricity  was 
discovered  in  1820,  by  Hans  Christian  Oersted,  of  Copenhagen. 

It  is  stated  that  a  recent  anal^-sis  of  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  made 
by  Dr.  ITemmerich,  shows  that  it  abounds  in  potash  salts.  The 
effect  of  this  preparation  administered  in  small  doses  is  to  increase 
the  number  and  strength  of  the  heart's  contractions.  Given  in  large 
doses  it  destroys  lite  with  all  the  appearance  of  paralysis  of  the 
heart, 

M.  Delaunier,  of  Paris,  has  invented  a  new  method  of  destroying 
fire-damp.  By  passing  strong  currents  of  electricity  through  a 
copper  wire  brol^en  at  intervals  and  joined  by  very  fine  gold  wire, 
soldered  to  it,  the  gold  wire  becomes  red  hot,  and  will  ignite  sul- 
phur placed  around  it,  which  communicates  the  flame  to  the  fire-damp 
if  it  is  present.  The  apparatus  is  of  course  used  before  the  descent 
of  the  miners  into  the  mine. 

"  Homoeopathy  going  Down."  —  The  city  of  Lowell  ten  years  ago 
could  hardly  support  one  homoeopathic  physician,  but  luckily  homoeo- 
pathy "  got  a  good  Holt"  there,  and  now,  with  but  a  slight  increase 
in  the  population,  eight  physicians  of  our  school  find  sufficient  occupa- 
tion in  that  place.  It  is  very  evident  that  homoeopathic  medicine  is 
*'  going  down"  faster  and  faster  in  Lowell,  but  in  what  manner  wo 
leave  our  allopathic  friends  to  calculate. 

Vaccine  Virus.  —  One  of  the  most  reliable  homoeopathic  pharma- 
ceutists in  this  country  made  arrangements  to  receive  a  monthly 
supply  of  virus  in  glass  tubes  hermetically  sealed.  The  enterprise 
proved  unsuccessful  and  has  been  abandoned.  It  was  with  very 
great  difficulty  that  the  virus  could  be  made  to  take,  and  the  vesicle 
was  irregular,  inflamed,  and  made  a  bad-looking  sore.  A  smooth 
well=formed  crust  from  a  healthy  child  is  the  safest  for  vaccination. 
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Chilblains. —  The  following  *' simple  yet  efficacious'*  remedy  for 
this  troublesome  affection  may  not  be  inopportune  to  some  of  oui* 
readers,  even  if  its  homoeopathicity  is  questioned.  '•  Dissolve  a  table 
spoonful  of  saltpetre  in  half  a  cup  of  boiling  water ;  when  cool  enough 
to  apply  comfortably,  sponge  the  afflicted  parts  freely,  and  wet  cloths 
in  it,  and  wrap  round  them.  If  they  have  broken  and  are  bleeding, 
apply  borax  dissolved  in  water  in  the  same  proportions ;  when  that 
has  healed  the  skin,  try  the  saltpetre.  It  is  said  to  be  infallible. 
Chapped  hands  can  be  healed  by  bathing  in  a  solution  of  borax. 
Burns,  also,  are  relieved  by  it.  It  is  a  great  relief  to  all  stinging 
pains  of  the  flesh." 

"The  Complete  Steam  Atomizer"  as  arranged  bv  Codman  &  Shurt- 
leff,  seems  the  ultimatum  of  convenience,  durability,  portability  and 
compactness  for  the  purpose  intended  ;  and  as  to  cheapness  we  do  not 
see  how  so  perfect  and  extensive  a  piece  of  machinery  can  be  made 
for  six  dollars.  Wherever  frequent  and  continued  medical  inhalation 
is  employed,  this  apparatus  is  invaluable.  Their  hand  atomizer  for 
local  application  is  one  which  no  physician  should  be  without. 

The  Nature  of  Eschars.  —  At  a  recent  sitting  of  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  of  Paris,  the  question  treated  was  whether  the  matter 
which  fills  up  the  gap  made  by  a  sharp  instrument,  and  forms  what  is 
called  a  scar,  is  of  the  same  nature  as  the  tissue  that  had  received 
the  wound.  To  ascertain  this.  Dr.  Dubreuil  made  an  incision  across 
the  muscular  mass  just  below  the  left  shoulder  of  a  guinea  pig.  There 
was  no  loss  of  blood  ;  the  wound  was  closed  by  means  of  two  stitches, 
which,  however,  were  immediately  undone  by  the  animal  itself.  Six 
months  later  the  creature  was  killed  and  the  muscular  portion 
subjected  to  the  operation  was  examined  with  the  minutest  care 
through  a  microscope  ;  no  trace  whatever  of  the  gash  was  perceived. 
Hence  the  muscular  fibre  had  been  completely  regenerated. 

Success  of  Tracheotomy  in  Croup.  —  In  four  Paris  hospitals,  in 
May  1868,  nineteen  cases  of  croup  appeared.  Tracheotomy  was 
performed  in  seventeen  of  these  cases  ;  four  were  successful ;  thirteen 
of  the  patients  died.  In  one  case,  which  terminated  successfully 
without  tracheotomy,  the  oleo-resinous  extract  of  cubebs  had  been 
given.  In  eight  cases  the  operation  was  performed  by  M.  Bar- 
thez. 

Dr.  Krackowizer  (Am.  Journal  of  Obstetrics)  has  operated  by 
tracheotomy  for  croup  fifty-six  times,  with  the  following  results : 
deaths,  fort}^ ;  recoveries,  sixteen. 

Causes  of  Death,  —  Asphyxia  during  operation,  1  ;  granulations 
from  cicatrix,  1  ;  infectious  diphtheria,  3  ;  exhaustion  and  pulmonary 
(edema,  4  ;  scarlatina,  1 ;  descending  croup  and  bronchitis,  30  ;  total, 
40. 

Dr.  Jacobi  has  saved  by  the  operation,  13  out  of  60  patients. 

If  the  operation  is  resorted  to  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease,  the 
percentage  of  successful  cases  rises  as  high  as  from  twenty-seven  to 
forty-five  per  cent.  —  N.  Y,  Medical  Record. 
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Medical  Properties  of  Silk.  —  Silk,  so  common  as  an  articlTS  of 
wear,  possesses  peculiar  mediciiial  properties.  In  Pomet's  History  of 
Drugs  it  is  said  silk  was  in  his  time  used  as  a  medicine  by  reducing 
the  pure  part  of  a  cocoon  into  a  powder.  Silk  thus  prepared  has,  as 
affirmed,  "  the  Airtues  of  cleansing  the  blood,  making  the  spirits  brisk 
and  heart  pleasant."  Neumann  found  that  but  few  materials  afforded 
an  equal  quantity  of  volatile  alkali.  Tournefort  obtained  from  fifteen 
ounces  of  silk  two  drachms  of  volatile  salt ;  this,  "which  w^as  called  the 
spirit  of  raw  silk,  when  rectified  with  some  essential  oil,  was  the  medi- 
cine formerly-  celebrated  under  the  name  of  "  Guttm  Anglicance"  or 
English  drops.  The  volatile  alkali  obtained  from  silk  was  then 
supposed  to  be  of  a  different  nature  from  that  contained  in  any  other 
substance,  and  it  consequently  was  held  to  possess  vh'tues  peculiar  to 
itself. 

Old  School  Medicine.  —  We  thank  our  neighbor,  the  Boston  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  Journal^  for  digging  up  the  following,  —  one  of 
the  foundation  stones,  we  suppose,  of  old  school  medicine.  This  is 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  methods  of  treatment  which  has  given  rise  to 
the  oft-quoted  term,  "  Time-honored  in  medicine  "  : 

"  A  Novel  Prescription  for  Gunshot  Wounds.  About  the  year  1665 
and  1666,  Pichard  Wiseman,  who  had  seiwed  in  the  armies  of  James 
I.  and  Charles  II.,  as  surgeon,  advocated  the  following  formula  for 
gunshot  injuries  :  '  Boil  in  two  pounds  of  oil  of  lilies,  two  new- 
whelped  puppies,  till  the  flesh  fall  from  their  bones  ;  add  some  earth 
worms  in  wine.  Then  strain,  and  to  the  strained  liquor  add  two 
ounces  of  turpentine  and  an  ounce  of  spirit  of  wine." 

Sulphurous  Acid  Spray  in  Toothache.  —  A  correspondent  sends 
the  following  case : 

"  For  the  sake  of  those,  who  like  m^^self  suffer  from  decayed  teeth, 
and  who  have  or  may  yet  experience  the  agony  felt  when  the  nerve  is 
first  exposed  and  pressed  upon  during  mastication,  allow  me  to  say, 
that  for  two  daj's  I  suffered  acutely  from  the  above  cause,  and  in  vain 
applied  Aconite,  Chioroform,  etc.  I  got  one  of  Kemp  &  Co.'s  Spray 
Producers,  filled  the  bottle  with  Sulphurous  acid,  applied  the  nozzle 
of  the  instrument  to  the  hollow  of  the  tooth,  gave  three  whiffs,  and 
was  in  one  minute  cured ;  for  though  exposed  to  damp  daily  since, 
and  obliged  to  chew  on  the  affected  side,  I  have  not  felt  the  least 
shadow  of  pain  since  that  application  several  days  ago."  —  Hor)ioeo- 
pathic  World. 
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The  Materia  Medica  in  its  Scientific  Relations,  is  a  logical  and 
forcible  pamphlet  of  forty-two  pages,  published  by  Judd  and  White, 
of  New  Haven,  Conn.  The  author,  who  is  anonymous,  divests  the 
materia  medica  of  all  its  correlated  branches,  and  considering  it  as 
"  that  branch  of  knowledge  which  determines  and  teaches  the  proper- 
ties of  medicines,  *  *  *  *  including  all  the  effects  wl.ich  they  produce 
on  the  human  system  in  its  normal  state."  The  argument  followed  is, 
that  "  the  development  and  study  of  the  science  must  be  by  processes 
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which  are  (1)  inductive  ;  (2)  separate  ;  (3)  without  regard  to  practi- 
cal utility ;  and  (4)  definite."  In  clear  and  terse  language,  the  author 
elaborates  his  thought,  closing  with  the  following : 

"  But  the  central  idea  or  ideas,  which  suggested  the  application  of 
the  principles  to  the  facts,  are  due  to  one,  destined,  we  suppose,  to 
take  a  rank  not  yet  fully  accorded  to  him,  as  the  peer  of  the  most 
eminent  observers  and  philosophers  of  every  science,  and  of  all 
time." 

Acknowledging  the  truth  of  all  he  has  said,  we  await  from  him  a 
continuation  of  his  task  in  the  practical  application  to  our  own 
materia  medica  of  the  great  principles  he  has  enunciated.  j. 

Hdfeland's  Art  of  Prolonging  Life.     Edited  by  Erasmus  Wilson, 

M.D.     Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston. 

It  is  quite  astonishing,  after  all  the  pains  taken  to  disseminate  hy- 
gienic and  sanitary  knowledge,  even  among  the  common  people,  that 
such  a  book  as  this  of  Hufeland's  is  as  well  adapted  in  style,  and  as 
necessary  in  matter  at  the  present  time,  as  though  it  had  not  been 
written  seventy-five  j^ears  ago.  The  soundness  of  reasoning,  good 
sense,  and  simplicity  of  rules  for  proper  living,  are  admirably  adapted 
to  instruct ;  and  though  a  little  behind  in  the  Materia  Medica,  that 
we  consider  quite  a  pardonable  fault,  since  a  new  and  better  system 
of  medicine  has  obtained  since  his  time. 

Hufeland  was  a  warm  friend  of  Hahnemann,  and  the  same  candor 
and  liberality  which  he  exhibited  during  his  life,  are  to  be  found  on 
every  page  of  his  book.  Much  of  the  volume  is  intended  for  non- 
professional readers,  and  the  true  physician  would  be  more  valued, 
and  would  practise  more  satisfactorily  in  any  family,  which  had  care- 
fully studied  this  book.  For  example,  on  page  282  we  find:  "Be 
ingenuous  with  your  physician,  and  give  him  a  true  account  of  your 
past  life,  so  far  as  it  may  relate  to  the  disease  ;  and  forget  no  unfa- 
vorable circumstance,  especially  when  the  case  is  stated  in  writing. 
Avoid,  in  particular,  all  reasoning  on  it,  which  is  a  common  fault,  or 
of  giving  any  representation  according  to  a  preconceived  opinion,  but 
merely  relate  what  you  have  observed,  in  as  unprejudiced  a  manner 
as  possible." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  sentence  immediately  following  this,  is  well 
worthy  the  consideration  of  ph3'sicians. 

"  Make  choice  of  a  physician  in  whom  you  can  place  confidence, 
but  none  of  those  who  deal  in  arcana,  who  are  too  talkative  or  in- 
quisitive, who  value  themselves  above  others,  or  who  endeavor  to 
make  the  conduct  of  others  appear  in  a  dubious  light ;  for  this  always 
betrays  ignorance,  a  bad  head,  or  a  bad  heart ;  in  short,  none  of  those 
who  are  fond  of  prescribing  strong,  powerful  medicines,  or  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  common  saying,  will  either  cure  or  kill." 

Every  physician  should  own  a  cop3^  of  this  book,  first  to  read  him- 
self, and  then  to  loan  to  his  more  intelligent  patients. 

It  is  for  sale  by  Otis  Clapp,  Boston.     Price  $1.25. 

Practical  Electropathy.  C.  H.  Halse}',  Chicago,  Publisher. 
Price  25  cents.  —  This  is  well  called  a  "  practical  "  work.    It  contains, 
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in  its  thirty-six  pages,  more  concise  and  clear  information  in  regard  to 
the  various  kinds  of  batteries  and  galvanic  instruments,  and  the 
methods  of  using  them  in  different  diseases,  than  any  other  work 
^ye  have  seen.     It  will  well  repay  perusal. 

Classified  Catalogue  of  Medical  Works  published  in  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  Boston :  James  Campbell. 
This  little  pamphlet  gives  the  title  and  price  of  nearly  all  the  mod- 
ern medical  publications.  It  is  ver}^  convenient  for  reference,  and 
■will  be  sent  gratuitously,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  on  application  to  the 
publisher. 

"  The  Sexes  Here  and  Hereafter  "  is  the  title  of  a  book  in  prep- 
aration by  that  thoughtful,  as  well  as  elegant  writer,  Wm.  H.  Hol- 
combe,  M.D.,  of  New  Orleans.  It  will  be  published  by  Lippincott, 
in  the  Spring. 

El5i   Island  Stories.     Lion  Ben  ;  Charley  Bell.     By  Rev.  Elijah 

Kellogg.     Boston  :  Lee  &  Shepherd. 

A  breezy,  wholesome,  series,  filled  with  stirring  incident  and  healthy 
instruction,  which  will  not  fail   to  attract  the  fancy  of  the  boys  and 

girls  of  our  physicians. 

A.  J.  Tafel,  of  Philadelphia,  has  in  press  and  soon  to  be  published, 
a  m.onograph  on  Diarrhoea,  by  James  B.  Bell,  M.D.,  of  Augusta,  Me. 

CESOPHAGOTOMY  FOR  THE  REMOVAL  OF  FOREIGN  BODIES,  WITH  A  HIS- 
TORY OF  THE  Operation.  By  D.  W.  Cheever,  M.D.  Boston, 
James  Campbell,  1868. 

This  carefully  prepared  monograph,  besides  the  author's  experience 
in  three  cases,  two  of  which  were  successful,  while  the  third  "  illus- 
trates the  fallacy  of  diagnosis,  and  confirms  the  innocuousness  of  the 
operation,"  contains  clearly  and  concisel}^  the  opinions  and  ex- 
periences of  the  surgeons  who  have  written  on  this  difficult  operation. 
We  would  suggest  whether  compression  after  the  operation,  so  suc- 
cessfully used  b}'  Guattani  in  his  experiments  on  dogs  as  reported 
on  page  51,  might  not  be  worth}'  of  trial,  and  in  addition  would 
recommend  the  application  of  the  cold  compress  and  Calendula  lotion. 
The  publisher  has  done  his  work  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner. 

Contributions   to   Dermatology.      By  S.   Durkee,   M.D,     Boston. 

David  Clapp  &  Son,  1868. 

This  unpretending  little  volume  of  seventy-six  pages  treats  of 
Eczema,  Impetigo,  Scabies,  Ecthyma,  Rupia,  and  Lupus  ;  diseases  most 
frequently  met  with  in  practice,  and  which  every  physician  should 
thoroughly  understand.  There  is  a  great  amount  of  information,  the 
result  of  the  author's  long-continued  and  careful  observation  and 
stud}^  crowded  into  these  pages  ;  and  though  we  might  disagree  with 
him  in  regard  to  treatment,  3'et  we  are  sure  that  every  homoeopathic 
physician  could  read  this  book  with  advantage. 

James  Campbell,  of  Boston,  will,  in  a  few  weeks,  issue  a  reprint 
of  Riidinger's  superb  Atlas  of  the  Ear,  edited  by  C.  J.  Blake,  M.D., 
which  will  be  a  great  acquisition  to  our  literature  on  this  subject. 
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D.  H.  Jr.  —  Your  communication  will  appear  very  soon. 

S.  C.  M. — Your  observations  on  the  "Use  of  the  Thermometer  in  Disease" 
are  very  valuable,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  have  your  later  experiences  added. 

C.  D.  — With  you  we  have  never  believed  in  the  ocular  demonstration  by 
the  spectroscope  of  the  presence  of  Stront.  curb,  in  the  200th  attenuation.  It 
seems  to  have  been  merely  a  spectral  illusion. 

A  Physician,  whose  good  opinion  is  worth  having,  referring  to  our  col- 
leges writes,  "  What  fools  our  fellows  are  making  of  themselves  in  Philadel- 
phia!" It  is  generally  thought  wise  to  close  the  door  on  family  jars,  but 
these  institutions  have  seen  fit,  injudiciously  we  think,  to  exhibit  their  griev- 
ances and  ill-feelings  far  and  wide.  When  institutions  or  individuals  send 
out  circulars  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  their  own  character  or  injuring  that 
of  others,  the  public  will  be  likely  to  recommend  Dogberry's  well-known 
soliloquy. 

Later  advices  from  the  Philadelphia  colleges  indicate  approaching  peace 
and  possible  consolidation.  If  the  best  men  of  both  colleges  would  unite 
and  continue  in  one  faculty,  they  could  make  an  institution  of  which  the  pro- 
fession might  well  be  proud. 

W.  R.  B.  —  We  shall  be  very  happy  to  receive  from  you  "  the  report  of  any 
interesting  cases  of  orthopedic  surgery  treated  successfully  by  new  and  im- 
proved apparatus." 

E.  U.  J. —  '*  Who  is  the  best  Aurist  in  Boston?"  Dr.  Angell,  who  has  devoted 
so  much  time  to  diseases  of  the  eye,  has  also  given  considerable  attention  to 
afl'ections  of  the  ear.  Prof.  E.  H.  Clarke,  of  Harvard  Medical  School,  has, 
perhaps,  the  most  extensive  reputation  in  this  specialty  of  any  New  England 
physician. 

E.  H.  K.  —  Although  you  have  given  an  excellent  reply  to  a  scandalous  circu- 
lar addressed  to  the  readers  of  the  Gazette  by  one  who  has  been  expelled  alike 
from  a  church  and  a  medical  society,  still  it  cannot  properly  be  admitted  to 
these  pages  from  which  personal  controversy  has  been  and  will  be  carefully 
excluded.  The  circulars  and  anonymous  letters  which  this  man  has  been  ac- 
customed to  send  forth,  so  far  from  injuring  those  intended,  only  recoil  upon 
the  head  of  their  author.  Had  we  stated  anything  incorrect  or  unjust  in  re- 
gard to  him  we  should  have  been  but  too  happy,  when  properly  apprised  of  it, 
to  make  suitable  corrections  ;  but  since  he  has  chosen  this  method  of  attack- 
ing the  Gazette,  as  well  as  members  of  the  Society,  he  invites  and  will  receive 
the  consequences  thereof  from  all  high-minded  men. 

H.  B.  C.  inquires,  "Is  there  no  way  of  stopping  the  constant  hatching  of 
half-fledged  homoeopathic  journals  in  this  country?"  The  easiest  and  most 
effective  method  is  for  the  profession  to  give  their  entire  support  to  able  and 
well-conducted  journals,  and  the  half-fledgling  will  soon  die  of  starvation. 

E.  E.  S.  —  The  simplest,  and  perhaps  the  cheapest,  ophthalmoscope  is  Prof. 
Allen's.    It  is  made  by  Tiemann,  New  York.    Price  $3.75. 
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Professor  Wm.  Tod  Helmuth,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  has  returned  from  a 
four  months'  tour  in  Europe,  every  moment  of  which,  he  writes,  was  crowded 
with  pleasure  and  profit.  We  hope  he  will  give  our  readers  some  of  his 
professional  expeiiences  and  observations  abroad. 

Prof.  P.  P.  Wells.  —  We  are  pained  to  learn  that  this  stanch  supporter  of 
our  cause,  who  has  been  sick  with  rheumatic  fever  three  months,  but  from 
which  he  was  [slowly  recovering,  has  had  a  relapse  and  is  again  very  seri- 
ously ill. 

William  B.  Garside,  M.D,,  formerly  of  Lexington,  Mass.,  has  removed  to 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  devotes  himself  to  the  treatment  of  diseases  of 
women.  He  also  has  charge  of  this  class  of  diseases  in  the  Brooklyn  Homoeo- 
pathic Dispensary. 
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Removals.  —  H.  Ahlborn,  M.D.,  from  3  Mt.  Yernon  PI.  to  76  Charles  St. 
Boston. 

Wm.  Bushnell,  M.D.,  from  23  Kneeland  St.  to  115  Warren  Avenue,  Boston. 

Giles  M.  Pease,  M.]^.,  from  636  Tremont  St.  to  77  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston. 

B.  de  Gersdokff,  M.D.,  has  returned  from  his  European  tour  and  removed 
from  Salem  to  58  Pinckney  St.,  Boston. 

J.  U.  Woods,  M.D.,  from  Medford  to  Holyoke,  Mass. 

J.  C.  W.  Moore,  M.D.,  from  Andover  to  Worcester,  Mass. 

W.  W.  Darli2^g,  M.D.,  from  Claremont,  N.  H.  to  Newport,  N.  H. 

S.  H.  BoYNTON,  M.D.,  from  Skowhegan,  Me.,  to  Rockland,  Me. 

J.  EsTEN,  M.D.,  from  Rockland,  Me.,  to  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

J.  H.  Osborne,  M.D.,  from  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  Newton  Corner,  Mass. 

Prof.  Wm.  S.  Helmuth,  M.D.,  from  312  S.  10th  St.  to  1904  Spruce  St., 
Philadelphia. 

Marriages.  — In  Chesterfield,  N.  H.,  Nov.  11th,  by  Rev.  J.  Hall,  J.  C.  W. 
Moore,  M.D.,  of  Andover,  to  Fannie  S.,  daughter  of  the  officiating  clergyman. 

In  Jamaica  Plain,  Oct.  8th,  P.  K.  Guild,  M.D.,  of  that  place,  to  Miss  Carrie 
S.  Lincoln,  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

In  Boston,  Dec.  14th,  Frederic  D.  Flagg  to  Elizabeth  Hall,  daughter  of 
Bexjamin  H.  West,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

Deaths. —  In  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  on  Friday,  Nov.  20th,  Joel  Bryant,  M.D., 
set.  55.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  converts  to  homoeopathy,  and  was  the 
compiler  of  that  useful  little  volume,  Bryant's  Pocket  Manual. 

In  Billerica,  Nov.  5th,  of  cancer  of  the  stomach,  J.  Bowers,  M.D.  He  was 
a  brother  of  B.  F.  Bowers,  M.D.,  of  New  York. 

In  Falmouth,  Mass.,  Dec.  4th,  1868,  of  typhoid  fever,  J.  B.  Tubes,  M.D.,  set. 
47.  He  was  in  very  extensive  practice,  and  his  loss  will  be  deeply  felt  in  that 
section,  as  he  was  the  only  one  of  our  school  in  a  range  of  sixteen  miles. 
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BY  D.   G.   WOODVINE,   M.D.,   OF  BOSTOlSr. 

Read  before  the  Boston  Academy  of  Homoeopathic  Medicine. 

I  PROPOSE  to  discuss  the  subject  of  intestinal  wormS;  by  consid- 
ering the  origin  and  development  of  those  which  most  frequently 
occur;  their. relation  to  a  certain  class  .of  diseases,  and  the  best 
manner  of  keeping  the  system  free  from  them;  but  not,  at  this 
time,  the  mode  of  exterminating  them  after  they  have  obtained  a 
lodgment  in  the  human  body. 

The  two  species  met  with  in  private  practice  more  commonly 
than  all  others  are  the  ascaris  lumbricoides  and  the  oxyuris  ver- 
micularis;  the  former  known  by  the  name  of  round  worm,  the 
latter  by  that  of  pin  worm. 

There  is  still  another  species  which  has  occupied  the  attention, 
of  the  profession  considerably  of  late,  and  which,  from  its  fearful 
effects,  will  be  likely  to  command  their  attention  more  or  less  in 
the  future.  I  refer  to  the  trichina  spiralis.  This  worm  was  first 
discovered  by  Owen  in  1835  in  human  muscles  taken  from  the  dis- 
secting-room, and  so  named  by  him  from  its  being  as  fine  as  a  hair 
and  always  coiled  up  more  or  less  in  a  spiral  form.  Prof.  Leidy, 
of  Pliiladelphia,  discovered  it  in  pork,  and  has  given  to  it  in  its 
encysted  state  the  name  trichina  affinis.  From  Kuchenmeister's 
suggestion  in  regard  to  the  similarity  of  anatomical  structure,  this 
worm  has  until  recently  been  considered  the  larva  of  the  tricho- 
cephalus  dispar;  but  from  observations  made  by  Leuckart,  pub- 
lished in  1866,  this  was  proved  to  be  incorrect.  Leuckart  maintains 
that  the  trichina  spiralis,  as  found  encysted   in  a  muscle,  is   the 
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immature  form  of  a  small  nematoid  worm.  It  is  incapable  of 
generation  even  when  not  encapsuled,  except  after  being  introduced 
into  an  intestine.  If  it  be  encysted,  the  capsule  is  dissolved^  after 
being  swallowed,  and  the  parasite  remains  in  the  intestine,  where 
it  rapidly  grows  to  three  or  four  times  its  former  size,  and  within 
two  days  attains  its  sexual  maturity.  By  the  sixth  day  the  female 
contains  an  abundance  of  minute  young,  which  it  begins  to  throw 
oflF  viviparously.  These  perforate  the  intestines  and  at  once  com- 
mence to  migrate  to  the  muscular  structures.  Here  they  grow, 
but  do  not  generate  others.  A  female  trichina  may  remain  in  the 
intestines  for  three  or  four  weeks  or  even  longer,  and  may,  it  is 
estimated,  give  birth  to  from  two  hundred  to  two  thousand  individ- 
uals. But  while  these  find  their  way  to  the  muscles,  trichinae  that 
have  been  swallowed  never  pass  beyond  the  intestine,  and  in  six 
or  eight  weeks  at  farthest  they  will  all  have  died  and  been  dis- 
charged from  the  intestinal  canal.  From  four  to  five  weeks  may 
be  stated  to  be  their  averaofe  life.  This  interesting:  view  of  Leuc- 
kart  is  at  present  received  by  most  naturalists. 

The  ascaris  lumbricoides  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  small  and 
lai'ge  intestines,  and  is  sometimes  found  in  the  stomach.  In 
appearance,  it  resembles  the  common  earth  worm,  and  varies  in 
length  from  two  to  twelve  inches.  Kuchenmeister  maintains  that 
the  sexes  are  in  different  individuals ;  the  male  is  distinguished  dur- 
ing life  from  the  female,  by  being  bent  round  like  a  hook,  and 
sometimes  exhibits,  at  a  short  distance  from  the  tail,  a  pair  of 
white  delicate  projecting  hairs,  the  external  organs  of  generation. 
The  female  is  slender  and  spindle-shaped,  having  a  constriction  at 
the  outlet  of  the  generative  canal,  which  is  at  about  one-third  of 
the  distance  from  the  head  to  the  tail.  The  females  are  the  most 
numerous.  Sometimes  they  are  evacuated  singly,  at  other 
times  in  large  numbers,  being  entangled  in  a  knot.  In  re- 
gard to  the  origin  of  this  species,  we  are  without  any  certain 
knowledge.  "  In  Europe,"  says  Bilharz,  "  as  far  as  I  can  remem- 
ber, they  ascribe  the  ascarides  and  oxyuri  to  bad  flour  and  bread ; 
and  in  Egypt  the  common  people,  who  feed  principally  on  vegeta- 
bles, a^nd  indeed,  for  the  most  part,  on  raw  leaves  and  roots,  are 
especially  troubled  with  round  worms.     People  who  eat  largely  of 


ENTOZOA.  31 

vegetables,  and  live  in  low  and  damp  districts,  are  said  to  be 
troubled  with  ascarides  most  frequently.  It  lias  been  suggested 
by  some  authors  that  they  have  their  origin  in  the  intestinal 
mucus. 

Dr.  Stokes  thinks  they  are  the  result  of  spontaneous  generation 
"  the  result  of  one  organization  taking  place  within  another  —  the 
production,  in  fact,  of  a  distinct  being."  Hunt  and  Marcy  say : 
*'^  The  theory  of  Bremser  and  others  is,  that  intestinal  worms  are 
formed  by  the  presence  of  semi-assimilated  nutritious  matter  in  the 
digestive  tube.  Food  taken  into  the  stomach  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, is  converted  into  a  substance  fitted  to  supply  the 
waste  and  wear  and  tear  of  the  living  body ;  and  when  this  pro- 
cess is  not  perfected,  it  is  not  taken  up  by  the  absorbents,  and  is 
then  converted  into  animal  substance;  this  theory  explains  why 
worms  so  frequently  occur  in  cases  where  the  assimilating  powers 
are  weak,  in  persons  who  have  great  appetites  and  weak  digestion, 
and  in  children  with  diseased  mesenteric  glands."  This  theory 
stands  in  opposition  to  the  belief  of  the  best  helminthologisis  and 
the  most  enlightened  naturalists  of  the  present  day. 

The  ancient  dogma,  omne  ex  ovo,  so  many  limes  rejected 
by  naturalists  in  their  desire  for  an  easy  explanation  of  the 
presence  of  these  parasites,  has  never  been  successfully  assailed, 
and  will  ultimately  be  found  impregnable.  It  is  not  reasonable 
that  any  living  individual  or  species  could  form  itself,  or  be  formed 
from  lifeless  matter,  except  by  supernatural  manifestations.  Prof. 
Leidy  says,  that  independent  of  such  manifestations  or  agency, 
^'  the  most  prolonged  and  closest  observations,  and  the  most  care- 
fully conducted  experiments,  have  not  led  to  the  proof  of  a  single 
instance  of  spontaneous  or  equivocal  generation,  even  of  one  of  the 
simplest  of  all  living  beings ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  all  lead  us 
farther  and  farther  from,  or  entirely  disprove  it,  and  thus  involve 
the  whole  subject  in  obscurity."  That  food  in  a  semi-assimilated 
condition,  with  the  presence  of  mucus  in  the  intestines,  may  be  a 
nidus  favorable  to  the  development  of  parasites,  I  do  not  doubt. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  valuable  treatise  of  Marcy  and  Hunt  for 
many  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  symptoms  produced  by  these 
inhabitants  of  the  alimentary  canal.     Intestinal  worms  cause  many 
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of  the  spasmodic  or  convulsive  diseases.  By  irritating  the  nerves 
of  the  primae  vise  they  may  produce  chorea,  catalepsy,  tetanus, 
paralysis  or  convulsions.  From  the  same  cause  we  may  have 
consumption,  chronic  spasmodic  cough,  dysentery,  remittent  fever, 
pleuritic  and  rheumatic  pains,  also,  in  children,  hydrocephalus. 

The  presence  of  worms  is  commonly  indicated  by  the  pale  and 
leaden  color  of  the  face,  alternating  with  flushes  of  fever ;  dull  and 
heavy  appearance  of  the  eyes,  surrounded  with  a  bluish  circle ; 
pupils,  dilated  or  contracted ;  tumid  condition  of  the  lower  eyelid 
and  upper  lip  during  sleep  ,*  itching  in  the  nostrils  and  picking  at 
the  nose ;  dry  spasmodic  cough,  and  palpitation  of  the  heart ;  foul 
breath;  irregular  and  depraved  appetite;  abdomen  swollen  and 
hard,  accompanied  with  constipation  or  diarrhoea;  evacuations 
unnatural,  slimy,  fetid  and  accompanied  with  colicky  pains  iii  the 
abdomen,  and  borborygmus;  disturbed  sleep,  during  which  the 
patient  grinds  his  teeth,  is  inclined  to  lie  on  the  stomach,  and 
screams  out  as  if  fiightened;  general  debility,  loss  of  muscular 
tonicity,  convulsions,  and  paralysis. 

We  know  but  little  more  of  the  origin  of  the  oxyuris  vermicu- 
laris,  than  of  the  ascaris  lumbricoides.  We  have  no  proof  that 
they  live  outside  the  body  for  any  length  of  time.  They  exist,  male 
and  female,  in  the  rectum  and  lower  part  of  the  descending  colon, 
and  are  sometimes  found  in  the  stomach  and  small  intestines. 
Kuchenmeister  says,  "  they  are  apparently  capable  of  an  active 
migration,  even  when  mature  and  sexually  developed;  they  prefer 
performing  these  migrations  at  night.  They  migrate  from  the 
child  affected  to  others,  sleeping  in  the  same  bed.  That  pin- 
worms  crawl  out  of  the  rectum  into  the  vagina  of  little  girls  is  a 
fact  known  to  the  oldest  surgeons."  The  females  are  the  greatest 
wanderers  and  one  pregnant  female  escaping  from  its,  place  of 
development,  into  another  intestinal  canal  is  capable  of  infecting 
it ;  thus  a  whole  family,  especially  among  the  poorer  classes,  where 
parents  and  children  occupy  the  same  bed,  become  victims  of 
oxyuri. 

The  conditions  of  the  system  which  favor  the  development  of 
the  round  worm,  may  be  said  also  to  favor  that  of  pinworms. 
The  female  is  much  larger  than  the  male  and  apparently  exists  in 
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much  larger  numbers.  The  old  idea,  that  the  male  could  scarcely 
ever  be  found,  was,  however  exploded  by  experiments  of  Zenker. 
He  examined  diarrhoeal  fasces  and  mucus,  spread  upon  a  glass 
plate  and  held  up  against  the  light.  Thus  he  discovered  large 
numbers  of  the  male  worm,  by  the  aid  of  a  lens  and  even  with  the 
naked  eye.  They  are  very  small  and  thread-like,  and  may  well 
be  called  thread-worms,  as  they  sometimes  are.  The  oxyuri  vary 
in  length  from  one-fourth  of  an  inch  to  an  inch ;  they  move  with 
great  celerity,  and  when  touched,  contract  to  nearly  one-half  their 
usual  length.  They  are  of  a  yellowish  white  color,  and  are  very 
common,  being  often  discharged  in  incredible  numbers. 

The  symptoms  that  indicate  their  presence  are  irritation  and 
intolerable  itching  and  pricking  pain  with  swelling  at  the  anus. 
Sometimes  the  rectum  is  inflamed,  and  bloody  discharges  with 
tenesmus  follow.  The  itching  and  pricking  occur  particularly  at 
night.  If  certain  kinds  of  food,  especially  carrots,  onions,  fruits  and 
the  like,  are  eaten  profusely,  they  make  the  worms  restless  and  the 
itching  will  continue  during  the  whole  day.  After  puberty,  this 
intolerable  itching  sometimes  results  in  sexual  irritation  and  self- 
abuse,  especially  in  the  female,  where  the  worms  have  crawled  out 
of  the  rectum  into  the  vagina.  Leucorrhoea  is  another  result  in  this 
last  case.  Some  may  feel  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  the  fact 
that  worms  produce  sexual  excitement,  to  justify  themselves  in  the 
practice  of  evil  habits ;  but  if  any  are  disposed  to  hide  their  guilt 
behind  such  a  plea,  their  position  is  a  false  one.  They  seek  to 
make  the  occasion  of  their  self-abuse  its  cause.  It  is  true  that 
cases  of  self-abuse,  occasioned  by  irritation  from  parasites  in  the 
rectum  or  vagina,  require  of  the  practitioner  a  leniency  and  consid- 
eration not  applicable  to  those  arising  from  a  depraved  state  of 
morals.  We  should  remember  that  in  all  cases  of  evil  habits  the 
legitimate  cause  is  in  the  culprit.  The  guilt  lies  in  a  neglect  or 
unwillingness  to  use  the  will  in  combating  external  influences. 

It  is  possible  that  this  itching,  and  pricking  pain  in  the  rectum 
maybe  accounted  for  by  observations  recently  made  by  Mr.  E.  0. 
Haserick  a  chemist  of  Lake  Village,  N.  H.,  with  whom  I  have  had 
an  interview.  Mr.  Haserick  claims  to  have  made  a  new  discovery 
in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which,  some  intestinal  worms,  in  horses 
4* 


34  ENTOZOA. 

and  other  animals  are  propagated.  He  lias  observed  that  light  and 
air  are  necessary  to  accomplish  it,  and  the  female  avails  itself  of 
such  means,  finds  its  way  to  the  lower  portion  of  the  rectum,  pro- 
trudes the  vulva  beyond  the  sphincter  ani,  while  it  holds  on,  or 
grasps  the  mucus  membrane  within  and  discharges  its  eggs  around 
the  anus ;  these  are  hatched,  in  the  short  space  of  five  or  six  hours, 
and  make  their  way  into  the  rectum.  He  has  applied  many  reme- 
dies to  destroy  the  larvae,  but  without  success,  until  he  made  the 
simple  application  of  lard  around  the  anus.  This  he  has  found 
eflScient  in  every  case.  By  renewing  the  application  two  or  three 
times  a  day  for  a  week  the  surface  is  completely  protected,  and  the 
egg  has  no  nidus  for  development ;  consequently,  as  th-e  worm  is 
short-lived,  in  the  space  of  eight  days  the  animal  is  freed  from 
parasites.  Encouraged  by  his  success  with  animals,  Mr.  Haseidck, 
supposing  worms  in  children  to  be  propagated  in  the  same  manner, 
recommended  the  use  of  lard  in  the  same  manner,  and,  as  he  reports, 
with  equal  success.  I  shall  endeavor  to  investigate  this  matter, 
in  a  manner  that  will  prove  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  this  statement. 
Some  observations  which  I  have  already  made  induce  me  to  believe 
Mr.  Haserick  is  right  about  the  propagation  of  worms  in  ani- 
mals."^' 

I  desire  now  to  make  a  few  deductions  from  what  has  been  said 
about  parasites,  in  their  relation  to  disease.  We  have  seen  that 
they  produce  a  variety  of  diseases.  It  is  well  known  that  when  a 
practitioner  has  taken  the  totality  of  the  symptoms  of  his  patient, 
he  seeks  in  the  Materia  Medica  a  corresponding  drug  symptom,  so 


♦After  many  attempts  I  succeeded  on  the  15th,  16th  and  17th  of  January, 
1869,  in  satisfying  myself  that  the  method  by  which  the  oxyuris  vermicularis 
propagates, fis  by  depositing  the  ova  outride  the  sphincter  ani,  and  around  the 
edge  of  the  anus,  where,  in  the  space  of  a  few  hours,  the  worms  are  hatched 
and  make  their  way  into  the  rectum.  In  order  to  ascertain  if  the  ova  are 
thus  deposited,  I  directed  the  parents  of  the  child  afflicted  with  the  oxyuri,  a 
few  minutes  after  a  paroxysm  of  itching  and  pricking  pain  in  the  rectum  had 
subsided,  to  take  a  piece  of  damp  black  silk  and  wiping  the  anus  of  the  child 
with  it,  fold  it  and  send  it  to  me.  To  the  naked  eye  nothing  appeared  on  the 
silk  more  than  a  little  mucus.  This  I  placed  in  a  microscopic  cell  and  under 
a  one-fifth  objective  found  that,  on  several  occasions,  I  had  succeeded  in 
obtaining  large  numbers  of  the  eggs,  thus  confirming  the  observation  of  Mr. 
Haserick. 
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that  the  law  of  similia  may  be  applied  to  the  cure  of  the  disease. 
After  repeated  trials,  in  some  cases,  he  finds  his  efforts  to  aid  nature 
in  throwing  off  the  disease  unavailing.  He  asks,  why  the  failure 
here  ?  The  drug  has  been  chosen  in  accordance  with  the  law  of 
similia  and  he  looks  with  Hahnemannian  faith  for  an  early  modifica- 
tion of  the  disease.  The  expected  relief  does  not  come ;  nor  can 
it,  until  the  obscure  cause  has  been  removed.  An  effect  may  con- 
tinue for  some  time  after  the  cause  has  been  removed,  especially 
where  that  cause  has  been  so  long  present  as  to  extensively  debili- 
tate the  system.  But  in  most  cases  where  the  exciting  cause  has 
been  removed,  there  will  be  no  trouble  in  bringing  the  system  into 
a  normal  condition  by  the  application  of  drugs  in  accordance  with 
the  homoeopathic  law. 

In  the  treatment  of  chronic  diseases,  it  may  often  happen  that 
we  can  ascertain  the  present  condition  of  the  patient  and  yet  may 
prescribe  in  vain  the  remedy  called  for  by  the  symptoms.  There 
is  a  large  class  of  diseases,  the  phenomena  of  which  indicate  at 
once  their  cause ;  we  are  generally  successful  in  curing  them.  The 
reason  for  this  success  is  a  knowledge  of  the  phenomena,  cause 
and  appropriate  remedy.  Not  so  in  regard  to  the  class  of  dis- 
eases mentioned  as  the  effect  of  parasites.  We  are  to  remember 
that,  although  all  these  symptoms  may  occur  from  other  causes  they 
may  also  be  produced  by  parasites  whether  fully  developed  or  not  ; 
and  when  the  proximate  and  more  common  causes  have  been  ex- 
plored without  avail,  we  should  at  once  proceed  to  seek  the  more 
remote.  The  way  to  the  desired  information  may  be  difficult,  labo- 
rious and  unpleasant,  but  if  we  finally  succeed  all  the  labor  and 
annoyance  is  well  rewarded.  Our  success  in  the  treatment  of  a 
certain  class  of  diseases,  whether  simple  or  complex  in  their  char- 
acter, will  be  generally,  in  proportion  to  our  success  in  finding  out 
their  causes.  That  there  may  be  diseases,  the  cause  of  which  we 
can  never  know  during  the  life  of  the  patient,  no  one  will  for  a  mo- 
ment doubt.  The  cause  may  be  parasites  in  some  stage  of  devel- 
opment. When  the  cysticercus  cellulosse  finds  its  place  of  develop- 
ment in  the  brain,  we  have  various  spasmodic  phenomena,  but  who 
can  make  a  correct  diagnosis  ?  When  the  distoma  hepaticum  pro- 
duces inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the  liver,  and  the  inflamma- 
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tory  process  extends  to  the  lungs,  producing  cough,  the  hectic  flush 
and  emaciation,  who  is  wise  enough  to  correctly  understand  the 
cause  ?  When  a  group  of  ascarides  lumbricoides  becomes  entan- 
gled in  a  ball  in  some  pendant  portion  of  the  intestine,  producing 
ulceration  of  the  mucus  coat  and  abscess  of  the  integument,  are  we 
not  put  to  our  wit's  end  ?  The  lungs  and  heart  sometimes  furnish 
a  lodgment  for  the  cysticercus  cellulosae ;  and  their  development 
produces  irritation  and  inflammation.  It  might  not  be  too  much  to 
say,  that  in  many  cases  where  the  six  hooked  embryo  has  been  de- 
posited in  the  lungs  the  inflammatory  action  may  not  always  result 
in  throwing  out  plasma  which  forms  the  cyst  j  but  on  the  contrary, 
give  rise  to  suppuration  and  its  concomitants,  which  are  the  phe- 
nomena of  a  certain  class  of  diseases  difficult  to  treat,  and  which 
frequently  terminate  fatally.  The  cysticercus  cellulosae  in  the  heart 
would  have  a  tendency  to  obstruct  its  valvular  action  and  perhaps 
produce  hypertrophy. 

We  have  positive  proof  that  some  parasites  are  brought  into  the 
system  in  the  food  we  eat,  and  often  in  a  way  so  subtle  that  it  is  no 
wonder  that  cautious  naturalists  have  been  driven  to  account  for 
their  presence  by  the  indefensible  theory  ot  spontaneous  genera- 
tion of  animals  of  low  type  out  of  semi-assimilated  food  in  the 
digestive  tube.  Hence  they  conclude  that  the  mysterious  presence 
of  other  parasites  admits  a  similar  explanation. 

Considering  prevention  better  than  cure,  may  we  not  ask  with 
propriety,  what  means  we  can  use  to  prevent  their  introduction.into 
the  system  ?  Water,  by  the  revelation  of  the  microscope,  is  known 
to  be  frequently  inhabited  by  animalculae;  these,  on  account  of 
their  exceeding  minuteness  may  not  appear  of  much  importance ; 
but  we  know  that  the  impregnated  egg  may  be  there,  and  give  rise 
to  a  thing  of  life.  Water  should  be  thoroughly  filtered  for  drink- 
ing purposes,  and  no  faucet  should  be  used  to  draw  such  water 
from  the  hydrant  without  a  proper  filter.  Another  vehicle  for  the 
introduction  of  parasites  is  found  in  vegetables  and  fruits,  espec- 
ially those  eaten  raw ;  such  as  celery,  lettuce,  radishes,  onions  and 
all  kinds  of  fruits  usually  taken  as  a  dessert.  They  should  be 
cleansed  well,  and  thoroughly  masticated.  Let  the  germs  of  para- 
sites be  removed ;  or,  if  by  accident  they  enter  the  mouth  let  them 
there  be  destroyed  by  crushing  before  reaching  the  stomach. 
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Meats  and  fish  should  be  well  cooked,  if  we  wish  to  keep  the 
system  free  from  taeniae  and  trichinae.  The  superficial  observer 
may  say  there  is  no  use  in  this,  it  is  only  the  meat  that  is  infected 
with  the  cysticercus  cellulosae,  such  as  measly  pork,  or  with  the 
trichina  spiralis,  oftenest  found  in  that  uncleanly  animal,  that  will 
need  to  be  thoroughly  cooked.  It  may  be  true,  that  pork  is  a  most 
fruitful  source  of  parasites,  but  not  the  only  one,  and  who  is  able 
under  the  present  laws  of  our  markets,  to  tell  whether  he  is  buying 
good  meat  or  bad  ?  Some  may  feel  disposed  to  argue  that  the 
indigestion  produced  by  thoroughly  cooked  meat,  will  in  the  end 
be  worse  than  the  effect  of  the  parasites  in  the  intestinal  canal.  In 
my  opinion,  meats  well  and  properly  cooked  would  be  less  evil  in 
their  consequence  than  those  that  are  only  partially  cooked,  or 
such  as  have  not  been  subjected  to  a  temperature  of  212  degrees. 
Government  should  provide  competent  inspectors  of  all  slaughter- 
houses, so  that  the  masses  might  in  a  great  measure  be  protected 
from  the  dangers  to  which  they  are  now  exposed,  from  disease  or 
infected  meats. 

I  have  no  suggestions  to  make  about  the  treatment  for  parasites, 
as  every  physician  should  be  well  acquainted  with  the  remedies 
known  to  be  the  most  efficient. 


PAEALYSIS  OF  THE  LOWER  EXTREMITIES  FROM 

THE  ABSORPTION  OF  ARSENIC.  —  CURE  BY 

SECALE  CORNUTUM. 

BY    E.    M.    HALE,    M.D.,    OF    CHICAGO,    ILL. 

A  woMAif  just  past  the  climacteric,  had  a  hard,  sensitive  tumor  in 
one  of  the. breasts.  It  had  been  noticed  for  several  years,  but  for 
a  year  or  two  had  rapidly  increased  in  size,  and  became  very  pain- 
ful at  the  time  the  menses  used  to  appear. 

I  gave  her  Conium,  Hydrastis,  Phytolacca  and  several  other  rem- 
edies, without  any  apparent  effect.  By  the  advice  of  friends  she 
went  to  New  York  city,  and  placed  herself  under  the  care  of  a 
notorious  ^^cancer-doctor,"  who  applied  a  "yellowish  salve"  which 
enucleated  the  tumor  —  the  process  requiring  several  months. 
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About  a  month  after  returning  home  and  ceasing  to  usa  the 
"  salve/'  a  peculiar  torpor  or  deadness  was  felt  in  the  great  toes. 
This  torpor  extended  to  the  whole  foot  and  ankle  joint.  The  feet 
seemed  large,  heavy,  and  could  be  moved  only  by  moving  the  whole 
limb.  The  gait  was  therefore  a  shuffling,  or  as  if  the  feet  were 
dragged  along  by  the  lifting  of  the  legs.  No  pain,  contraction  or 
cramp.  A  slight  numbness  was  also  felt  in  the  hands,  but  not  to 
the  same  extent  as  in  the  feet.  On  being  consulted  relative  to  the 
cause  of  the  paralytic  symptoms,  I  had  but  little  hesitation  in 
ascribing  it  to  the  slow  absorption  of  arsenic,  which  doubtless 
formed  a  chief  constituent  of  the  caustic  paste  used  by  the  quack 
who  removed  the  tumor. 

The  symptoms  of  the  case  also  accord  with  those  observed  in 
slow  poisoning  by  arsenic. 

After  using  Arnica  and  Rhus,  each  a  week,  without  any  result, 
the  paralysis  increasing  all  the  time,  a  careful  study  of  the  symp- 
toms led  to  the  selection  of  Secale,  which  was  prescribed  in  the  form, 
of  ethereal  tincture,  ten  drops  every  four  hours. 

On  the  second  or  third  day  after  commencing  its  use,  some 
improvement  was  observed.  This  improvement  continued,  slowly 
but  surely,  until  a  permanent  cure  resulted,  after  about  two  months 
use  of  the  Secale.  After  the  first  week  the  medicine  was  given  at 
longer  intervals,  until  one  dose  a  day  only  was  given  the  last  week. 

This  case  was  peculiarly  interesting  to  me,  as  I  had  heard  of 
several  cases  where  complete  and  permanent  paralysis  of  the  lower, 
and  in  one  case  the  upper  extremities,  resulted  from  the  removal  of 
"  cancers"  by  some  charlatan.  It  is  probable  that  the  cause  of  the 
paralysis  in  all  these  cases,  was  arsenical  poisoning. 

Other  cases  might  not  yield  to  Secale^  because  the  symptoms  and 
pathological  condition  might  not  be  the  same ;  but  it  is  my  convic- 
tion that  this  is  the  most  appropriate  antidote  to  the  paralyzing 
effects  of  arsenic  on  the  nervous  system. 
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A  CASE  FROM  PRACTICE. 

BY    CIRO    S.    VERDI,    M.D.,    OF    CLEVELAND,    O. 

A  YOUNG  man  was  brought  to  me  on  the  15th  of  January  last, 
while  I  was  practising  in  Washington,  D.  C,  in  a  fearful  condition, 
and  apparently  beyond  medical  aid.  He  was  thirty-two  years  old, 
nervo-bilious  temperament,  six  feet  in  height,  with  narrow  chest, 
and  emaciated  to  the  last  degree  j  every  mark  of  intemperance  and 
vice  were  visible  in  his  face. 

Symptoms — Fever  every  afternoon,  lasting  about  eight  hours, 
followed  by  night  sweats,  leaving  the  patient  very  much  exhausted  j 
pain  in  the  bones,  sore  throat,  with  redness  and  swelling  of  the  sub- 
maxillary glands,  considerable  cougli,  fetid  breath,  complexion 
peculiar  to  syphilitic  cachexia.  Orchitis  of  the  right  testicle,  with 
much  pain ;  stricture  of  the  perineal  portion  of  the  uretha,  which 
gave  the  patient  much  trouble  in  urinating.  There  was  no  dis- 
charge perceptible.  These  were  conditions  produced  by  syphilis, 
which  he  had  contracted  two  years  previous,  while  in  the  army,  for 
which  he  had  taken  mercury  ad  libitum,  and  was  seemingly  cured 
by  that  drug.  He  continued,  however,  in  his  dissipated  habits  until 
within  a  few  months  of  the  time  he  came  under  my  care.  He  was 
sufifering  from  constitutional  symptoms  (syphilitic)  which  were 
devouring  him  inch  by  inch.  Hectic  fever  and  complete  enerva- 
tion were  rapidly  carrying  him  to  the  grave. 

He  was  also  laboring  under  great  despondency,  had  sleepless 
nights ;  loss  of  appetite  and  tremor.  He  had  taken  Me^-cury  and 
Potass,  iodidi  in  great  quantity,  so  much  so  that  I  was  at  a  loss 
whether  the  mercurialization  was  not  worse  that  the  syphilitic  virus. 
Under  the  same  difficulties,  I  thought  it  proper  to  treat  my  patient 
on  physiological  principles,  or  as  the  famous  Doctor  Brown  would 
have  said  on  "a  physico-vital  principle."  Considering  that  the 
patient  was  already  sufifering  from  great  enervation  and  general 
physical  debility,  produced  by  a  poison  in  his  blood,  and  J-he 
complications  arising  from  large  doses  of  medicine  and  debauch,  I 
thought  that  a  treatment  differing  from  the  general  rule  was  neces- 
sary. The  vital  force  being  very  low  necessitated  strength ;  and  if 
successful  in  accomplishing  a  vital  re-action,  I.  was  confident  that 
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I  should  obtain  a  good  result.  I  convinced  my  patient  of  the 
necessity  of  giving  up  all  efforts  at  business  and  of  adhering  strictly 
to  my  directions. 

Treatment. —  1st;  a  warm  bath  every  morning,  containing  Nitric 
acid  and  Alcohol,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  keep  quiet  in  bed :  Br. 
Aconit.  nap.  3d  dil.  gtt.  xvj;  Aqu^  distill.  Sij.  M.  One  teaspoonful 
to  be  taken  every  hour  during  the  paroxysm  of  the  fever. 

When  free  from  fever  the  following  prescription  was  given :  R. 
Nucis  vom.  3d  dil.  gtt.  viij ;  Aquae  distill.  §ij ;  also  R.  Chichonce  ruhrce 
3d  dil.  gtt.  xvj ;  Aqu^e  distill,  iij.  M,  One  teaspoonful  to  be  taken 
every  hour  alternately,  until  the  fever  returned,  then  have  recourse 
to  Aconite  again.  A  hop  poultice  was  constantly  kept  on  the 
testicle.  This  treatment  was  continued  for  several  consecutive 
days,  when  the  fever,  together  with  the  night  sweats,  had  completely 
disappeared.  The  diet  consisted  only  of  milk  and  bread,  three 
times  a  day,  for  the  entire  week.  This  completed  the  treatment  of 
the  first  week.  Seventh  day,  finding  my  patient  without  fever,  better 
appetite,  a  fuller  and  almost  regular  pulse,  general  appearance 
unmistakably  improved,  sleep  also  obtained,  I  got  him  out  of  bed, 
and  ordered  a  more  generous  diet,  consisting  of  cream  and  choco- 
late in  the  morning,  beef  tea  at  noon,  and  milk  and  bread  at  night, 
with  an  occasional  cup  of  hop  tea  during  the  early  part  of  the  evening. 
Treatment  the  same,  except  Aconite ;  baths  continued.  Eighth,  ninth 
and  tenth  days ;  constantly  improving.  *  On  the  eleventh  day  I 
removed  the  dressing  from  the  testicle,  as  the  gonorrheal  discharge 
had  been  fully  re-established,  and  the  organ  became  gradu- 
ally smaller.  From  the  eleventh  to  the  fourteenth  day,  I  gave  no 
medicine,  as  I  desired  to  obtain  the  full  development  of  the  medi- 
cine which  had  been  taken.  Diet  and  bathing  during  this 
interval  the  same,  with  hop  tea  at  night. 

Fourteenth  day.  —  I  found  my  patient  still  growing  better ;  he  said 
he  slept  well,  his  strength  was  fast  returning,  and  the  appetite  was 
all  he  desired.  G-onorrheal  discharge  free  j  testicle  much  smaller. 
I  left  the  following  prescription :  R.  Acid.  2)Jiosphor :  6th  dil.  gtt. 
xvj ;  Aquae  distill,  iij.  M.  R.  Arsenic,  alb.  6th  dil  gtt.  xvj ;  Aquae 
distill.  §ij.  M.  One  teaspoonful  every  two  hours  alternately.  I  now 
ordered  fresh  air  and  gentle  exercise  in  a  carriage.     Diet,  still  more 
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generous,  viz :  rare  beef-steak,  eggs,  and  milk  and  bread  at  night. 

Twentieth  day. — I  saw  the  patient,  who  was  getting  along  in 
every  respect  as  well  as  I  could  reasonably  expect;  I  left  him  no 
medicine. 

Twenty-sixth  day.  —  The  patient  came  to  my  office,  and  felt  bet- 
ter, and  was  fast  recovering.  He  has  been  six  days  without  medi- 
cine ;  I  thought  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  specific  treatment 
was  indicated,  on  which  I  kept  my  patient  for  fourteen  days.  I 
ordered:  R.  Phytolac.  decand.  gtt.  xvj ;  Aquae  distill.  §ij  M.  One 
teaspoonful,  to  be  taken  every  two  hours.  Good  nourishing  diet, 
exercise  in  open  air  and  bathing. 

Fortieth  day.  —  The  case  proceeded  well,  and  the  patient 
was  perfectly  restored  to  health.  The  testicle  was  reduced  to  almost 
the  natural  size,  and  the  gonorrhea  had  ceased  entirely. 

One  word  about  this  interesting  case.  It  is  my  firm  opinion, 
and  I  base  it  upon  similar  results  from  many  cases  which  I  treated 
during  my  service  in  the  Balfour  General  Hospital,  U.  S.  A.  at 
Portsmouth,  Ya.,  that  a  broken-down  constitution,  laboring  under 
secondary  syphilis,  with  many  enervating  circumstances,  should  be 
treated  in  a  palliative  way  at  first,  and  particular  attention  be- 
stowed upon  the  recuperative  power  of  the  system.  It  is  only  after 
the  system  has  recovered  its  vital  force,  that  we  are  justifiable  in 
using  syphilitic  specifics,  like  Merc.  Haha.,  Arsen.,  Phylolac.  Stillin- 
giuj  Kreawte,  Sulphur,  Kali  lodid.  etc.  It  also  requires  systematic 
treatment  for  a  long  time  to  eradicate  the  disease. 


A  CASE  TREATED  BY  ARSENICUM. 

BY  J.    HEDENBERG,    M.D.,   MEDFORD,    MASS. 

I  HAD  for  years  known  by  sight,  T.  M.,  a  middle-aged  Irish 
laborer,  whose  distinguishing  mark  was  a  thickened,  everted  and 
ulcerated  lower  lip,  which  was  much  of  the  time  covered  by  plas- 
ters, or  still  further  disfigured  by  washes  of  nitrate  of  silver. 

Last  May,  he  accosted  me  in  the  street,  desiring  to  know  whether 
I  could  do  anything  for  his  lip,  which  had  troubled  him  for  eight 
or  ten  years,  and  was  always  much  worse  during  the  hot  weather. 
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He  informed  me  he  had  consulted  two  of  the  allopathic  physicians 
of  the  town,  and  was  then  applying  a  wash  ordered  by  one  of  them, 
which  proved  to  be  Arg.  nit.  gr.  x;  Aquae  iij.  I  told  him 
if  he  would  call  at  my  house,  T  would  give  him  some  medicine  for 
the  lip.  On  the  25th  of  May,  he  called  and  received  a  package 
containing  twenty  powders  of  Arsenicum,  3d  decimal  trituration,  and 
was  directed  to  take  three  per  day.  Knowing  that  so  simple  a 
prescription  would  never  satisfy  him,  and  also  to  prevent  any  inju- 
rious application,  I  ordered  one  drachm  of  simple  cerate,  and 
directed  him  to  apply  it  by  smearing  over  the  lip  or  upon  thin 
linen,  as  might  prove  to  be  most  convenient,  telling  him  to  report 
to  me  in  one  week. 

I  never  heard  from  him  till  December  4,  when  I  was  called  to 
see  a  child  sick  of  scarlatina.  The  father  of  the  child  met  me, 
and  said :  ''  Doctor,  I  have  sent  for  you,  because  you  had  such 
good  luck  with  my  lip."  I  did  not  remember  the  case,  not  recog- 
nizing him.  He  said  "  the  salve  healed  it  right  up,  and  I  had  no 
occasion  to  come  to  you  again."     The  lip  appears  healthy. 

This  case  is  not  reported  as  cancer  of  the  lip,  and  without  say- 
ing a  word  as  to  the  diagnosis,  it  is  evident  that  his  medical 
advisers  had  regarded  it  as  serious  enough  to  require  active  treat- 
ment externally  and  internally. 

Commenting  on  this  case,  Dr.  Sanguine  will  say  the  pathogenesis 
of  Arsenicum  so  clearly  indicates  it,  and  there  are  already  so  many 
well  authenticated  cures  recorded  as  to  render  it  a  work  of  super- 
erogation to  record  a  single  additional  case. 

Dr.  Doubtful  will  say  if  such  cases  never  got  well  without  Arseni- 
cum, it  would  be  a  perfectly  clear  case ;  while  possibly  our  allopathic 
friends  will  claim  the  cure  with  equal  propriety,  and  on  the  same 
ground  as  one  did  in  a  case  of  scarlatina,  given  up  to  die  with  sup- 
pression of  urine.  I  was  called  in  the  afternoon,  prescribed  Apis 
mel  6th  decimal  in  water,  and  gave  orders  to  report  to  me,  even  in 
the  night  if  the  boy  passed  any  water,  or  there  was  fulness  in  the 
region  of  the  bladder.  At  midnight  my  door  bell  was  rung  and  a 
messenger  announced  that  the  boy  had  streamed  off  quite  a  quan- 
tity of  urine.  From  this  dated  convalescence.  The  Doctor  who 
had  been  discharged  saw  the  father  and  claimed  the  cure,  saying, 
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"  you  know  those  bomoeopatliists  give  such  little  doses,  you  cannot 
believe  those  had  anything  to  do  with  it.  It  was  the  medicine  I 
had  given  for  several  days." 

In  the  present  case,  "  several  days  "  might  read  several  years. 
Should  they  admit  over-stimulating  the  lip,  they  would  undoubtedly 
claim  that  it  was  a  healthy  and  curative  reaction  when  all  medica- 
tion was  suspended  and  deny  that  the  Arsenic  had  anything  to  do 
with  it.  Unfortunately,  however,  for  this  theory,  there  had  been 
frequent  intermissions  during  the  treatment  in  which  such  curative 
reaction  might  have  occurred,  but  did  not. 

Lastly,  T.  M.  did  not  smoke. 


CAPSICUM  ANNUUM. 

BY  DAVID   HUNT,   JR.,   M.D,,    OF  WORCESTER,   MASS, 

Can  cayenne  pepper  in  toxical  doses  produce  an  inflammation  of 
the  derma? 

On  Wednesday,  November  18,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  T., 
American,  aged  seventy-four ;  I  found  her  sitting  up,  dressed,  but 
from  her  neck  to  her  knees  she  was  covered  with  a  papular  erup- 
tion ;  it  was  accompanied  by  an  intense  itching  and  burning,  worse 
at  night,  but  towards  morning  she  would  grow  quiet  and  sleep  from 
five  until  eight  or  nine  o'clock,  continuing  more  comfortable  all 
day  until  the  nightly  aggravation  again  occurred;  o;i  first  waking 
from  sleep  she  would  be  confused  for  a  few  moments.  Her  pulse 
was  eighty  or  eighty-four;  (I  counted  the  quarter  minute.)  By 
inquiry  I  elicited  the  followiiig  history : 

On  Friday,  November  13,  she  went  out  to  a  butcher's  cart  and 
stood  some  time  in  her  slippers.  On  Saturday  she  found  that  she 
had  taken  cold ;  had  some  difficulty  in  breathing,  and  soreness  of 
the  chest;  she  is  subject  to  this  form  of  cold,  and  during  the 
previous  attacks  has  been  slightly  delirious  at  night,  otherwise  is 
a  remarkably  strong,  healthy  old  lady.  Saturday  night,  for  the 
cold,  she  took  one  teaspoonful  of  pure  cayenne  pepper  in  solution. 
Sunday  morning,  at  her  request,  her  son  gave  her  two  more  doses 
of  a  teaspoonful  each;  the   last  of  these  doses  was  followed  by 
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vomiting  aocl  purging;  as  soon  as  this  ceased, in  the  afternoon,  she 
commenced  treatment  again,  and  took  two  doses  of  at  least  a  tea- 
spoonful  each.  About  the  size  of  the  doses  that  she  prepared  for 
herself  there  is  some  doubt;  she  stated  that  they  each  contained 
two  teaspoonfuls,  but  her  son  says  they  contained  but  one.  After 
these  doses  there  was  no  vomiting  or  purging,  but  she  be^an  to  pass 
a  gieat  quantity  of  urine,  which  she  could  not  wholly  control. 
Monday  her  skin  began  to  burn  and  itch,  and  Tuesday  upon  help- 
ing her  to  bed,  her  daughter,  Mrs.  P.,  found  the  eruption  as  I  have 
before  described. 

Thursday  I  found  the  papular  eruption  filled  in  witli  a  briizht 
erythematous  redness,  and  on  this  afternoon,  I  believe,  vesicles 
commenced  forming ;  they  were  most  abundant  wherever  the  per- 
spiration would  be  confined,  as  in  the  folds  of  the  axillary  region, 
where  the  bindings  of  the  skirts  would  come,  etc.  She  had 
passed  but  a  small  quantity  of  high  colored  urine  since  yesterday. 
This  afternoon  she  had  a  chill  which  lasted  some  time,  perhaps  half 
au  hour,  or  an  hour,  during  which  she  lay  before  the  fire  warmly 
covered ;  after  the  chill  her  skin  burned  and  itched  more  than  before. 
Mrs.  P.  (her  daughter  and  nurse)  informed  me  that  after  having 
her  hands  in  contact  with  the  patient's  skin  they  burned  and  tingled 
for  some  time,  so  that  she  had  repeatedly  soaked  them  in  water 
to  ease  them ;  her  brother,  Mr.  T.  notices  the  same  facts  in  regard 
to  his  own  hands.  The  eruption  has  spread  upwards  to  the  scalp, 
and  downwards  to  the  soles  of  the  feet ;  and  is  accompanied  by 
considerable  intumescence,  but  the  featui-es  are  not  much  disfigured ; 
the  swelling  consisting  more  of  a  bagging  of  the  cheeks  and  neck; 
the  left  side  of  the  face  was  more  affected  than  the  right,  and  the 
left  ear  was  twice  the  size  of  the  right,  which  was  but  slightly 
enlarged ;  there  was  no  peculiarity  of  position  to  account  for  this, 
audit  did  not  hold  true  of  the  body.  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday 
she  steadily  grew  worse ;  the  remedies,  which  were  Aeon.,  Bell., 
Camphor  and  Rhus  lox.,  seeming  to  have  no  effect ;  the  pulse  did 
not  exceed  one  hundred  at  any  time,  while  under  my  observation, 
and  was  of  fair  volume  and  strength  until  Sunday. 

Sunday,  Dr.  Nichols  saw  the  case   with  me ;  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  T.  (the  patient's  son).  Dr.  S.,  old  school,  was  also  present. 
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Dr.  S.  regarded  it  as  a  case  of  erysipelas.     Dr.  Nichols  agreed 
with  me  that  it  was  a  case  of  poisoning  by  capsicum. 

All  day  Sunday  she  was  drowsy ;  Monday  she  lay  comatose  all 
day ;  I  gave  a  hopeless  prognosis ;  then  Dr.  W.,  old  school,  was 
called ;  he  regarded  the  case  as  erysipelas,  and  thought  that  saline 
draughts  and  bathing  in  soda-water  would  give  about  one  chance  in 
a  thousand,  but  in  spite  of  this  the  patient  died  Tuesday  or 
Wednesday  j  I  cannot  say  which  day,  as  I  received  no  other  announce- 
ment than  that  in  the  daily  paper  of  Wednesday. 

I  excluded  erysipelas  for  the  following  reasons  :  up  to  the  second 
day  of  the  eruption  there  was  scarcely  a  fever  symptom,  her  pulse 
for  the  first  four  or  five  days  did  not  exceed  ninety,  and  at  no  time 
while  under  observation  went  above  one  hundred ;  there  were  no 
premonitory  rigors,  there  was  scarcely  any  depression,  and  Thurs- 
day, the  fifth  day,  she  was  out  in  the  kitchen  and  partook  of  a  boiled 
dinner  ,*  which,  on  my  questioning  her  during  my  call,  she  said  did 
not  distress  her  in  the  least ;  there  was  no  sore  throat,  no  swelling 
or  tenderness  of  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the  neck,  but  she  did 
have  soreness  all  over  like  rheumatism,  that  made  her  dread  walk- 
ing much ;  up  to  Sunday  she  acted  and  appeared  as  a  person  might, 
affected  with  a  troublesome  but  not  severe  urticaria;  she  looked 
very  much  like  a  bad  case  of  rhus  poisoning ;  the  eruption  appeared 
first  as  distinctly  papular,  then  the  papules  were  filled  in  with  the 
erythematous  redness,  then  vesicles  appeared  that  did  not  change 
their  character,  excepting  that  where  the  perspiration  was  confined, 
the  skin  was  raised  and  broken  just  as  if  the  parts  had  been 
scalded.  The  perspiration  was  so  acrid  that  it  caused  the  hands 
of  any  person  brought  in  contact  with  the  patient's  body  to  burn 
and  tingle  decidedly ;  I  experienced  the  sensation  repeatedly,  and 
Dr.  Nichols  also  felt  it  on  Sunday,  although  it  was  not  at  that  time 
as  decided  as  it  had  been  two  days  previously.  Mrs.  P.,  who  is  a 
strong,  healthy,  and  anything  but  a  fanciful  lady,  besides  complaining 
often  of  the  tingling  sensation,  had  a  distinct  papular  eruption  de- 
veloped on  both  hands,  which  disappeared  in  a  day  under  the  use 
of  cold  water,  upon  her  restraining  herself  from  direct  contact 
with  the  patient. 

I  think  that  the  vomiting  and  purging  on  Sunday,  and  the  in- 

5* 
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crease  of  urine  afterwards,  were  nature's  efforts  to  eliminate  the 
capsicum  dissolved  by  the  alkaline  juices  of  the  liver  and  pancreas^ 
and  that  the  cessation  of  the  vomiting  and  purging  and  afterwards 
the  almost  suppressed  action  of  the  kidneys,  threw  the  work  of 
eliminating  the  pepper,  and  perhaps  some  urea,  upon  the  skin ;  that 
the  perspiration,  rendered  acrid  by  this  cause^  inflamed  the  derma 
and  produced  a  pathological  condition  similar  to  erysipelas;  in 
fact  it  was  but  an  advance  on  the  process  that  causes  the  glowing 
of  the  skin  from  capsicum,  which  is  mentioned  in  Stille's  Materia 
Medica,  the  United  States  Dispensatory,  and  I  believe  in  King's 
American  Dispensatory. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  find  an  instance  of  erysipelas  vesicu- 
losum  covering  the  whole  body.  Wilson,  speaking  of  the  simple 
form  says,  that  cases  are  on  record  of  its  covering  the  whole  body, 
but  that  they  must  be  exceedingly  rare ;  he  does  not  describe  one. 

Hahnemann's  Materia  Medica  contains  the  only  record  that  I  have 
been  able  to  find  of  an  eruption  caused  by  cayenne  pepper  taken 
internally. 


MU  §m  ^n^lmA  pdial  ^asctte. 


BOSTON,    FEBRUARY     1869. 


One  of  the  most  important  discoveries  of  modern  medicine,  and 
which,  if  fully  substantiated,  will  eradicate  a  very  troublesome  as  well 
as  common  affection,  was  presented  at  the  meeting  of  the  Boston 
Academy  of  Homoeopathic  Medicine,  on  January  25,  1869. 

Dr.  D  Gr.  Woodvine  exhibited  under  the  microscope,  some  beauti- 
ful specimens  of  the  ova  or  eggs  of  the  oxyuri,  or  common  pin  worms. 
By  careful  investigation,  he  has  ascertained  that  these  eggs  require 
light  and  air  to  hatch  them.  For  this  purpose,  they  are  always  de- 
posited outside  of  the  sphincter  ani,  where  in  a  very  few  hours  they  are 
hatched,  and  the  worm  then  makes  its  way  into  the  bowel.  Now, 
by  keeping  the  parts  for  an  inch  or  two  around  the  anus  covered  with 
a  thin  layer  of  lard,  the  oxyuri  cannot  deposit  their  eggs,  and  as  the 
life  of  the  animal  does  not  exceed  seven  days,  they  can  be  wholly 
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extGrmiiiated  in  the  most  severe  and  troublesome  case  in  that  time. 
The  amount  of  suffering  which  may  be  saved  by  this  simple  discovery 
is  incalculable. 

Dr.  Woodvine  first  had  his  attention  directed  to  this  subject  by  the 
observations  of  a  Mr.  Haserick,  of  New  Hampshire. 

LiBEKALiTY  IN  Medicine. — In  auothcr  place  we  give  Prof.  Wilson's 
criticism,  and  Dr.  Holcombe's  reply  thereto,  of  an  article  which  ap- 
peared in  the  last  number,  upon  "  Experiments  with  the  highest 
dilutions,"  from  the  pen  of  the  latter.  While  we  disapprove  of  dog- 
matism in  every  form,  and  especially  deprecate  the  arrogant  and 
dictatorial  spirit  which  has  often  been  exhibited  in  our  school,  we 
consider  that  any  man  of  honesty  and  ability,  who  has  the  patience  to 
carefully  investigate  and  the  courage  to  announce  fairly  deduced 
conclusions,  is  fully  entitled  to  respectful  consideration  at  our  hands, 
however  much  we  differ  from  him. 

We  heartily  approve  the  spirit  of  Dr.  Holcombe,  who  says,  "  the 
sphere  of  argument  and  combat  is  disagreeable  to  me,  and  I  had 
rather  give  you  some  more  cases  from  practice."  From  the  broad 
field  of  candor,  integrity  and  liberality,  which  Dr.  Holcombe  occu- 
pies, we  shall  gladly  receive  any  of  the  fruit  of  observation  and 
research. 

The  Situation.  —  Never  has  there  been  a  more  eventful  time  in  the 
history  of  homoeopathy  than  the  present.  For  nearly  three  quarters 
of  a  century  its  principles  have  been  clearly  set  forth,  and  though 
they  have  been  derided  and  misrepresented,  and  its  practitioners 
abused  and  vilified,  yet  steadily,  like  the  mighty  glacier,  has  it 
advanced  onward,  onward,  with  nothing  to  arrest  its  progress. 

Based  as  it  has  been,  entirely  upon  its  merit,  upon  the  cures  it  has 
performed,  the  common  people,  whenever  they  have  seen,  have  believed 
and  accepted  it  gladly  ;  physicians,  who  know  the  most  about  it,  have 
in  their  daily  practice  tested  and  proved  its  power  ;  while  those  who 
practically  know  nothing  of  it,  are  yet  obliged  to  quail  before  it,  to 
pretend  a  knowledge,  which  the}^  do  not  possess,  and  even  to  claim  that 
they  apply  it  '*  when  the  case  requires  it."  Its  most  bitter  opponents 
have  retired  to  the  strongholds  of  the  colleges  and  public  institutions, 
whence  they  continue  to  hurl  threats  and  anathemas  at  such  as  dare 
to  think  differently  from  their  teachings. 

But  these  positions  are  not  so  impenetrable  as  they  have  seemed. 
There  are  men  connected  with  these  colleges,  who,  despite  the 
odium,    are   willing   to   practically    examine   homoeopathy ;    and  to 


48  HOMCEOPATHY    IN    GREAT    BRITAIN. 

examine  is  to  belieye.  Thus  recently  Dr.  Keith,  one  of  the  ablest 
men  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  has  examined  and  adopted  homoeopathy, 
and  though  he  has  been  temporarily  displaced  from  his  position,  there 
is  a  prospect  that  this  very  unjust  procedure  may  serve  to  introduce 
homoeopathy  into  the  college  at  Aberdeen. 

In  the  Michigan  University,  the  professors  stand  trembling,  and 
wondering  how  much  longer  they  can  keep  homoeopathy  out,  against 
the  will  of  the  people. 

Everywhere  our  own  ranks  are  filling  up,  men  of  talent  and  education 
are  joining  us,  and  it  only  remains  for  us  to  wisely  improve  our 
opportunities,  in  order  to  become  the  dominant  school  of  medicine. 

Our  colleges  should  be  improved  and  better  sustained ;  hospitals 
and  dispensaries  should  be  established  in  every  city ;  onr  societies 
should  all  be  put  to  their  greatest  working  capacity,  and  our  journals 
should  be  fully  awake  to  the  importance  of  their  mission,  and  beoome 
the  medium  through  which  leading  minds  can  communicate  with  the 
profession. 

In  some  of  these  ways,  there  is  work  enough  for  every  one  of  us  to 
do.  If  we  have  faith  in  our  principles,  if  we  would  see  them  advance, 
if  we  would  have  the  whole  world  benefited  by  them ;  let  us  work, 
earnestl}^,  diligently  work  for  that  end,  and  never  in  any  manner  seek 
to  pull  down,  where  another  is  faithfully  trying  to  build. 

Additional  Pages. —  With  the  January  number  of  the  Gazette^ 
there  were  four^  and  in  the  present  number  are  sixteen  extra  pages  of 
reading  matter ;  and  yet  we  are  happy  to  say  that  the  editorial 
drawer  is  still  well  filled  with  material  from  some  of  our  best  physicians. 
Nevertheless,  all  this  and  more  will  be  required,  and  we  again  urge 
our  confreres  to  send  us  their  most  valuable  thoughts  and  experiences. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

HOMCEOPATHY   IN    GREAT    BRITAIN. 

Liverpool,  Dec.  28,  1868. 

Dear  Gazette :  Since  jon  desire  it,  I  hasten  to  give  you  a  brief 
account  of  Homoeopathy  in  Great  Britain  in  general,  and  in  Liverpool 
in  particular. 

I  believe  the  liberal  basis  on  which  the   Gazette  is  established,  is 
the  right  one  for  this  age  and  for  the  true  progress  of  homoeopath}^, 
whose  prosperity  and  extension  it  seeks,  and  I  wish  you   great  suc- 
cess in  the  enterprise.     It  woukl  have  been  more  gratifying  to  me  to 
review  my  sojourn  in  your  great  country  during  a  part  of  last  sum- 
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mer,  and  of  my  delightful  visit  to  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
American  Homoeopathic  Institute  at  St.  Louis,  in  June  ;  but  my  ob- 
ject in  this  communication  is  not  to  comment  on  the  state  of  Homoe- 
opathy in  America  or  in  New  England,  but  on  its  present  position 
and  future  prospects  in  Old  England.  In  passing,  however,  I  may 
be  permitted  to  say  that  I  returned  home  from  America  with  a  very 
deep  sense  of  the  exalted  intelligence  and  high  ?noraZe  of  my  brethren 
of  the  homoeopathic  school  in  America,  and  with  a  most  gratifying 
impression  of  the  very  distinguished  social  and  national  position  which 
homoeopathy  holds  in  the  United  States  of  America.  I  deeply  regret 
that  I  cannot  write  in  like  manner  of  homoeopathy  in  Britain,  yet  I 
can  with  truth  affirm  that  it  is  making  decided  progress,  though  that 
progress  resembles  that  of  the  tortoise  rather  than  of  the  hare.  A 
brighter  political  era  has  dawned  of  late  in  Britain,  and  I  doubt  not 
that  the  great  contest  now  going  on  in  relation  to  religious  equality  will 
be  followed  ere  long  by  the  question  of  medical  equality,  and  the  gross 
injustice  now  perpetrated  by  medical  societies  (alias  trades'  unions) 
against  homoeopaths  will  be  put  down  by  the  mighty  power  of  public 
opinion.  It  is  a  searching  time  in  Britain  now  for  all  systems  and 
societies,  and  assuredly  these  are  behind,  as  well  as  opposed  to  the  age. 
I  shall  briefly  speak  of  three  things  in  this  paper.  First,  The  hin- 
drances to  homoeopathy.  Second,  Its  success  notwithstanding.  Third, 
The  need  of  cordial  union  of  all  the  homoeopaths  in  extending  the  sys- 
tem and  in  converting  their  allopathic  brethren. 

The  hindrances  to  homoeopathy  in  Britain  are  of  a  general  and 
especial  kind.  All  new  truths  are  very  slow  in  gaining  a  footing  here. 
Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  they  are  looked  upon  with  suspicion^ 
and  often  with  dread,  as  likely  to  disturb  the  social  relations  and  to 
upset  the  regular  and  quiet,  harmonious  arrangments  of  our  forefathers. 
But,  in  reference  to  homoeopathy,  there  are  special  hindrances  from 
the  power  of  the  medical  profession  generally,  whose  prestige  homoe- 
opathy is  supposed  to  undermine,  and  whose  learning  it  is  supposed 
to  undervalue.  During  the  early  planting  of  homoeopathy  in  Britain, 
viz.,  in  1834,  by  Dr.  Quin,  of  London,  little  more  was  done  by  the 
profession  in  the  way  of  opposition  than  to  employ  the  shafts  of  ridi- 
cule. The  small  dose  here  as  everywhere  else,  was  and  is  the  ever 
ready  subject  of  satire  with  small  wits,  but  as  the  system  extended,  and 
popular  approval  became  more  manifest,  and  as  medical  men  here  and 
there,  few  and  far  between,  became  converted  to  the  new  systtm,  and 
openly  avowed  their  faith  in  it  —  the  opposition  of  the  so-called  "reg- 
ulars" assumed  a  more  organized  character,  the  medical  societies 
took  the  matter  up  and  passed  laws  to  exclude  all  homoeopaths  and 
all  who  consulted  with  them,  and  all  who  consulted  with  those  who 
consulted  with  them." 

In  January,  1859,  now  ten  years  ago,  the  Liverpool  doctors,  who 
had  heretofore  been  very  lax  in  their  opposition  to  homoeopathy, 
began  in  right  earnest  the  work  of  persecution.  Not  satisfied  with  the 
expression  of  individual  and  isolated  contempt,  they  rallied  in  large 
numbers  at  the  Medical  Institution,  and  passed  a  memorable  law,  of 
which  I  trust  some  of  them  may  live  to  be  ashamed  of,  and  better  still 
grieve  for. 
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It  runs  thus,  and  stands  first  by  way  of  dignity  :  "  The  Liverpool 
Medical  Institution  shall  consist  of  persons  registered  under  the 
Medical  act,  or  entitled  to  be  registered,  but  no  person  practising 
homoeopathy  shall  be  eligible  either  as  a  member  of  the  Institution 
or  as  a  subscriber  to  the  library,  and  any  member  or  subscriber  lulio 
may  become  a  practitioner  in  homoeopathy,  shall  cease,  to  belong  to  the 
Institution  or  to  the  library."  Here  you  have  a  law  passed  against 
us  by  ninety-six  members,  leaving  a  minorit}^  of  twenty  on  the  side 
of  free  inquiry  and  fair  play  ; — a  law  worthy  of  the  days  of  the  inqui- 
sition. 

Here  it  may  be  well  to  state,  that  Dr.  Drysdale,  the  well-known 
editor  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  who  had  been  settled 
in  Liverpool  since  1841,  and  the  writer  of  this  paper,  both  members 
of  the  Institution  for  many  years,  strenuously  opposed  the  passing 
of  the  law,  and  that  on  two  successive  nights,  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pose ;  a  foregone  conclusion  had  been  arrived  at,  and  homoeopathy 
was  to  be  "  stamped  out,  like  the  cattle  plague"  by  this  great  device. 
But  like  all  such  attempts  to  stay  the  progress  of  truth,  it  .only 
recoiled  in  the  production  of  greater  union  amongst  the  homoeopathic 
laity,  and  the  result  was  the  erection  of  a  handsome  building  as  a 
dispensary,  and  the  patronage  of  the  corporation  and  Ma^^or,  the 
latter  taking  the  chair  at  the  annual  meetings,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
other  charities. 

Notwithstanding  the  above,  there  are  only  eight  avowed  homoeo- 
pathic practitioners  in  this  town,  and  two  in  Birkenhead  ;  two  or 
three  others  are  covertly  or  inquiringly  practising  it.  When  we  con- 
sider the  spirit  of  persecution  awaiting  any  avowed  homoeopathist 
here  from  his  professional  brethren,  and  that  he  is  so  frequently 
brought  in  contact  with  them,  we  need  not  be  greatl}"  surprised  at 
the  slowness  of  our  progress  amongst  the  profession.  It  is  in  the 
great  world  of  London  that  most  progress  is  being  made  at  present. 
I  am  credibly  informed  that  there  are  about  forty  inquirers,  Chiefly 
medical  students,  who  visit  the  London  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  and 
the  dispensaries  there  have  been  the  means  of  converting  many  prac- 
titioners ;  so  that  it  may  be  said  truly  that  the  number  of  avowed 
and  unavowed  converts  in  London,  during  the  last  ten  years,  has 
doubled. 

The  most  recent  converts  of  eminence  in  Great  Britain,  are  Dr. 
Reith,  Ph3^sician  to  the  Ro3-al  Aberdeen  Infirmary,  and  Dr.  Djxe 
Brown,  late  Assistant  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence,  in  that  Universit3\  At  present  he  is  medical  officer 
to  the  Aberdeen  General  Dispensary.  These  converts  have  unitedly 
published  a  most  excellent  pamphlet,  calculated  to  influence  the 
profession  in  Scotland  and  England. 

Dr.  Reith  gives  a  very  impressive  histor^^  of  his  conversion,  and 
justifies  most  ably  his  adoption  of  the  homoeopathic  law.  And  Dr. 
D^'ce  Brown  adds  an  Appendix,  with  a  list  of  medicines  used  by 
allopaths,  and  points  out  by  parallel  columns  the  harmony  between 
the  physiological  action  of  each  medicine  and  its  therapeutical  or  cur- 
ative etfects. 
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But  I  must  draw  my  remarks  to  a  close  ;  and  in  stating  the  hin- 
drances to  the  adoption  of  homoeopathy  by  the  Medical  Profession. 
I  must  not  omit  the  theories  which  accompany,  and  with  which  it  has 
been  overlaid  b}^  our  great  master.  Doubtless  these  have  proved 
stumbling-blocks  to  many  everywhere,  but  specially  in  Britain,  as  the 
practical  mind  of  Britain  is  greatly  opposed  to  the  visionary  and  wild 
theories  of  the  German  mind  ;  and  the  psora  theory,  the  dynamisation 
theory,  etc.,  of  Hahnemann  have  repelled  many  inquirers  on  the  very 
threshold. 

Lest  I  should  be  misunderstood,  I  think  it  right  to  state  that  I 
believe  there  is  a  measure  of  truth  in  every  one  of  Hahnemann's  theo- 
ries,—  now  called  "  the  absurdities"  of  Hahnemann  by  many  ;  —  but  it 
is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  his  theories  are  so  blended  with  the 
great  law  of  similm  as  to  be  confounded  with  it  by  the  allopaths 
and  many  have  been  repelled  from  practising  homoeopathy  on  that 
account. 

Let  it  be  duly  considered  that  allopathy  has  undergone  a  great 
change  since  the  days  of  Hahnemann,  so  that  the  sweeping  assertions 
respecting  its  horrors  and  cruelties  are  not  so  literally  true  now  as 
they  were  then.  Homoeopathy  has  directly  and  indirectly  so  modified 
allopathy  in  Britain  that  many  of  those  known  as  the  advanced 
school  of  medicine,  practise  a  mixed  homoeopathy  wittingly  or  unwit- 
tingl}^,  and  indeed  they  owe  their  success  to  this  fact ;  others  try  to 
outbid  the  homoeopaths  by  the  small  quantity  of  medicine  they 
administer,  and  make  their  boast  of  it  believing  that  the  popularity 
of  homoeopaths  arises  from  the  small  dose,  leaving  nature  undis- 
turbed, and  not  from  administration  of  medicine  on  the  divine  prin- 
ple  of  similia  similibus  curantur.  They  are  in  the  habit  of  boasting 
that  they  are  almost  homoeopathic  ;  in  fact,  "we  even  give  less  medicine 
than  the  homoeopaths."  It  is  not  surprising  that  these  men  remain 
where  they  are,  if  not  blessed  with  high  moral  principle.  This  leads 
me  to  remark,  that  in  every  profession  there  are  three  classes  of  men 
whose  ruling  passion  may  be  thus  described : 

1.  Those  who  love  respectability  most. 

2.  Those  who  love  gain  most. 

3.  Those  who  love  truth  supremely.     . 

Out  of  the  latter  class  homoeopathy  must  be  recruited  at  present  in 
Britain.  Some  of  the  second  class  may  join  our  ranks, —  the  fewer  the 
better,  here  and  everywhere  ;  but  the  largest  class  in  every  profession 
is  the  first,  and  here  our  status  forbids  a  large  accession  of  these.  But 
'^  magna  est  Veritas  et prevalebit."  Again  wishing  all  homoeopathists,  in 
America  as  well  as  in  Britain,  that  cordial  union,  and,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, unanimity, 

I  subscribe  myself,  yours  faithfully, 

John  Moore,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S 
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Chicago,  Dec.  5th,  1868. 

Dear  Gazette:  To  fill  a  vacant  niche  in  your  valuable  columns, 
I  will  give  you  a  little  Western  gossip. 

Social  Science  Associations.  —  There  has  just  closed,  in  our  city, 
a  most  important  gathering,  viz  :  The  Western  Social  Science  Asso- 
ciation. The  principal  discussion  of  interest  to  the  medical  man 
was  upon  the  management  of  the  insane.  Dr.  McFarland,  Superin- 
tendent of  our  Insane  Asylum,  advocated  the  distribution  of  these 
subjects  among  suitable  families.  If  this  plan  is  to  be  adopted,  why 
allow  the  insane  to  be  sent  to  an  asylum  at  all !  The  effect  of  the 
agitation  of  this  question  will  no  doubt  be  an  increase  of  asylums  in 
the  State',  in  which  event  will  any  of  our  physicians  be  appointed 
trustees  or  superintendents?  All  social  questions  should  interest 
physicians,  yet  I  was  sorry  to  see  but  few  M.D.'s  at  these  meetings. 
Why  do  not  our  physicians  "  enter  the  lists"  for  public  positions? 

If  we  are  to  be  the  profession  by  and  b}^,  why  not  commence  to 
supersede  the  "regulars"  in  public  places  of  trust  and  honor?  This 
lethargy  ill  becomes  professed  progressive  medical  men,  I  am  pleased 
to  note  that  a  new  asylum  is  to  be  chartered  in  New  York,  and  that 
two  of  the  trustees  are  homoeopathic  physicians. 

Speaking  of  science  associations  calls  vividly  to  mind  the  interest- 
ing sessions  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science,  which  were  held  in  this  city  in  August  last.  The  chief  points 
brought  out,  in  a  medical  way,  were  the  facts  that  fluorine  exists  in 
the  brain,  and  phosphoric  acid  in  butter.*  The  phenomena  of  such 
a  protracted  "  heated  term  "  was  also  discussed,  but  not  explained 
satisfactorily. 

Notwithstanding  many  of  the  members  of  the  above  Societ}^  were 
prominent  allopaths,  quite  a  number  of  our  ph3^sicians  gained  admis- 
sion to  membership.  The  next  session  is  to  be  held  in  Salem,  Mass., 
and  I  hope  that  many  of  your  readers  will  join  it,  and  show  that  they 
are  naturalists,  as  well  as  scientific  practitioners. 

The  Michigan  University  has  not  3^et  admitted  Dr.  Hempel  to 
teach  Homoeopathy  within  its  walls.  Our  friends  show  much  back- 
bone in  this  fight,  and  still  "  stick,"  and  will  stick  until  they  get  their 
rights.     Dr.  Thayer,  their  chosen'  leader,  is  a  regular  Napoleon  to 


*  By  the  way,  speaking:  of  butter,  I  have  seen  the  statement  that  the  Massa- 
chusetts Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  declared  that  butter  contains  no 
element  of  food  essential  to  the  economy.  I  look  upon  the  statement  as  a 
joke,  but  the  press  thinks  the  Society  was  in  earnest. 

Note  by  the  Editor. — We  are  surprised  to  see  how  extensively  this  ridic- 
ulous canard  has  been  circulated.  It  was  first  published  in  a  New  York 
paper,'  and  has  since  been  copied  by  the  press  throughout  the  country. 
From  H.  L.  Chase,  M.D.,  President,  and  L.  Maci  arland,  M.D.,  Secretary 
of  the  Society,  we  have  an  official  denial  that  any  such  action,  or  even  any 
action  at  all  has  ever  been  taken  by  the  Society  on  this  subject. 
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fight.  Success  will  crown  their  efforts.  Affairs  do  not  seem  to  me 
to  suit  the  Observer^  as  it  keeps  up  a  continuous  "  fire-in-the-rear." 
It  can  see  nothing:  but  a  "  branch  at  Detroit." 

The  Supreme  Court  will  decide  next  month,  whether  the  Re- 
gents must  comply  with  the  law  or  not.  I  expect  they  will  be 
forced  to  comply.  Then  the  Regents  will  try  to  get  the  law  repealed. 
I  am  pleased  to  see  the  Nation  fire  a  broadside  of  common  sense  into 
the  obdurate  brains  of  the  managers  of  the  University. 

The  Colleges. — All  our  colieo-es  in  the  West  are  flourishino^. 
They  have  in  the  aggregate  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  students. 
Strange  to  say  they  seem  to  flourish  in  inverse  ratio  to  the  amount  of 
*'  self-blowing  "  they  do.  The  '*  St.  Louis  "  has  had  two  journals  laud- 
ing its  merits,  nevertheless  it  has  the  smallest  class,  smaller  this  year 
than  last.  The  "  Cleveland  "  has  a  sprightly  organ,  but  it  does  not 
directly  vaunt  the  college  ;  the  result  is  a  good  class.  Additional 
reasons  for  this  are  the  vis  a  tergo,  —  the  State  law  prohibiting  physi- 
cians, minus  the  usual  appendage,  M.D.,  from  practising  in  Ohio; 
—  and  the  vis  a  fronte  —  the  finest  homoeopathic  hospital  in  the 
country.  The  "  Chicago,"  without  any  organ,  has  as  fine  a  class 
of  men  as  I  have  seen  outside  of  a  medical  society.  They  have  the 
appearance  of  being  mature  students.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  much 
of  the  present  inferior  talent  in  our  ranks  found  its  wa}^  there  by  the 
blowing  done  by  our  colleges.  The  inducement  is  for  young  and' 
immature  minds  to  rush  into  medicine.  A  college,  like  a  physician, 
can  be  advertised  —  ''puffed" — to  its  detriment.  The  reputation  of 
both  must  develop  and  extend  gradually.  I  think  it  a  good  thing 
that  our  best  colleges  have  no  organs.  They  should  all  resort,  when 
necessary,  to  the  proper  means  of  advertising,  viz  :  the  leading 
journals.  It  is  out  of  the  sphere  of  a  journal  to  "  puff"  a  medical 
college.  Although  there  are  two  medical  periodicals  in  this  city, 
neither  of  them  stoops  to  college  laudations. 

Medical  Journals. — I  have  always  liked  the  Gazette  for  its  dig- 
nified, independent  tone  and  position  in  these  matters,  and  I  must 
speak  a  good  word  for  the  journals  of  this  city.  They  are  entirely 
independent  of  all  parties,  cliques  or  institutions,  but  are  conducted 
solely  in  the  interests  of  the  science  of  homoBopathy. 

The  United  States  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  is  one  of  the  most 
carefully  edited  and  thorough  medical  journals  ever  issued  in  this 
country,  and  canonl}^  be  compared  with  the  first  number  of  the  Boston 
Quarterly^  edited  by  the  lamented  Becker.  The  profession  appreciate 
the  efforts  of  both  the  editor  and  publisher  by  their  extensive  sub- 
scriptions 

The  Medical  InvestigaJor  is  one  of  the  most  wide-awake,  racy  and 
independent  journals  in  our  ranks,  and  has  become  the  leading  medical 
journal  in  the  West.  It  is  taken  by  the  great  mass  of  homo3opathic 
physicians.  It  goes  to  all  the  libraries,  and  exchanges  with  all  the 
leading  allopathic,  eclectic,  scientific,  agricultural,  religious,  masonic 
and  secular  journals  of  our  country.  Its  influence  must  be  immense. 
The  ideas  of  its  contributors  have  a  chance  to  influence  the  press,  — 
the  controllers,  moulders  and  in  many  instances  the  founders  of  pop- 
ular opinion.         * 
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Our  Medical  Society  here  has  under  consideration,  the  question 
of  annually  publishing  a  volume  of  reports,  comprising  essays, 
papers,  cases,  discussions,  etc.  Every  paper,  case,  etc.,  presented  to 
the  society  is  fully  discussed  and  the  discussions  carefully  taken 
down  verbatim^  by  the  secretaries.  Although  many  of  these  papers 
and  discussions  are  published  in  the  Medical  Investigator  still  a  vast 
amount  has  already  accumulated  on  the  hands  of  the  publishing  com-- 
mittee.  This  society  has  a  regular  "  bill  of  fare,"  and  every  member 
knows  just  what  is  to  be  up  each  evening,  and  comes  prepared  to 
offer  well  digested  thoughts  and  experiences.  Written  communications 
take  precedence  of  all  other  matter,  and  the}^  are  fully  discussed,  and 
the  substance  of  the  discussion  is  returned  to  the  ph3^sician  sending 
the  case  for  his  subsequent  revision. 

By  these  means  the  society  is  benefited,  and  the  physician  gets  the 
opinion  of  quite  a  number  of  active  practitioners.  After  the  regular 
reports,  papers  and  discussions  thereon  are  disposed  of,  voluntary 
reports  are  called  for.  A  goodly  number  are  always  presented  as 
each  member  seems  to  come  ''  loaded."  I  give  you  the  plan  -  f  work- 
ing in  this  successful  society,  so  that  it  may  stimulate  ether  societies 
to  greater  usefulness.  Have  they  a  medical  society  in  Gotham  ?  I 
am  glad  to  see  Boston  so  wide-awake.  I  read  the  discussions  of  the 
Academy  with  great  interest  and  profit.  Although  this  city  numbers 
quite  three  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  we  have  only  about  fifty 
physicians  of  our  school,  good,  bad  and  indiflerent.  There  is  a  steady 
increase  in  our  ranks  of  about  one  each  month,  and  the  new  comers 
are  first-class  men,  some  of  them  women ;  none  others  need  try  to 
get  a  foot-hold  here. 

All  of  our  physicians  seem  to  be  doing  well  financially,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  add  are,  as  a  rule,  students,  earnest  workers  in  medical 
science. 

You  will  no  doubt  have  a  chance  to  test  the  ring  of  our  best  metal, 
at  the  next  session  of  the  American  Institute.  Select  your  largest 
hall  for  that  occasion,  for  we  are  coming  en  masse. 

Yours  for  medical  progress, 

Encephalon. 

questions,  etc. 

My  Dear  Gazette^  —  Dr.  Holcombe's  article  in  your  last  number 
has  been  perused  with  mingled  pain  and  surprise.  His  name  has  been 
too  long  an  honored  one  in  our  school,  to  have  the  smallest  shadow 
rest  upon  it.  That  he  should  stain  his  own  professional  reputation,  is 
much  more  to  be  regretted  than  any  personal  assault  that  might  be 
made  upon  him  by  friend  or  foe.  Who  tortured  him  into  that  sad 
confession?  Did  some  half  converted  allopath,  or  some  half  in- 
structed student  of  homoeopathy,  say,  ''  I  do  not  believe  that  the  law 
of  '  similia  similibus '  is  the  only  law  of  cure  ?  "  Was  it  a  bigoted 
eclectic,  who,  when  called  a  "  mongrel,"  proudly  exclaimed,  "  I  accept 
the  name  ;  I  give  all  kinds  of  medicines  in  all  kinds  of  doses?  "  Did 
William  H.  Holcombe  say  this?  And  if  he  did,  is  he  to  be  consid- 
ered any  longer  an  exponent  of  the  homoiopathio  scliool?     Are  not 
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these  voluntary  declarations,  a  precursor  to  a  more  open  apostasy 
from  all  that  we,  as  a  school,  hold  dear?  Is  it  more  than  another  step 
for  Dr.  Holcombe  to  stand  abreast  of  the  notorious  J.  C.  Peters  ?  Is 
this  the  legitimate  fruit  of  so  many  years  of  study  and  experience 
with  homoeopathic  theories  and  practice  ?  If  this  thing  can  be  done 
in  a  dry  tree  what  are  we  to  expect  of  a  green  one?  Can  we  stand 
up  any  longer  before  a  class  of  students  and  expound  the  precious 
doctrines  of  the  master ;  can  we  continue  to  inspire  them  with  the 
truth  of  our  divine  law ;  can  we  hope  to  make  them  intelligent  and 
enthusiastic  followers  of  the  teachiugs  of  Hahnemann,  and  yet  allow 
such  a  position  to  be  held  by  one  so  long  regarded  as  a  "  light "  of 
our  school,  without  protest?  Shall  we  still  laud  the  virtues  of  our 
attenuated  remedies  ;  shall  we  continue  to  lengthen  the  long  list  of 
cures  we  are  making  with  high  and  yet  higher  dilutions,  only  in  the 
end  to  confess,  that  all  that  homoeopathy  amounts  to,  is,  that  it  is  re- 
fined allopathy  and  modified  eclecticism?  What  an  impotent  conclu- 
sion !  Let  Dr.  Holcombe  speak  for  himself.  It  is  sad  for  one  who 
has  so  long  admired  him,  to  declare  that  he  no  longer  represents 
homoeopathy. 

T.  P.  Wilson. 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  Januar}^  4th,  1869. 

ANSWERS,    ETC. 

Dea?'  Gazette,  —  I  am  "surprised,"  but  not  "pained,"  at  Dr.  Wil- 
son's criticisms.  "  Surprised,"  because  I  am  to-day  a  purer  Homoeo- 
path, and  a  higher  dilutionist  than  I  ever  was  before,  and  because  the 
very  article  which  excites  the  indignant  pity  of  our  Purist,  details  cases 
cured  by  Fincke's  ten-thousandths,  selected  by  Guernsey's  Key-notes  !  ! 
Not  "  pained,"  because  I  appreciate  too  well  the  truth  and  power  of 
mj^  own  just,  liberal,  rational  and  high  position  on  the  therapeutic 
question.  I  cannot  give  a  better  definition  of  a  homoeopathic  phy- 
sician than  that  embodied  in  a  paragraph  from  one  of  my  own  pam- 
phlets, which  at  one  time  received  Dr.  Wilson's  flattering  and  special 
commendation  before  his  class  : 

"  A  homoeopathic  physician  is  one  who  uses  the  surgical,  obstetrical, 
me^-haytical  and  chemical  measures  of  the  Old  School ;  who  in  the  vital 
or  dynamic  sphere  is  guided  by  the  homoeopathic  law  ;  and  who,  beyond 
its  natural  and  necessary  limitations,  is  an  empiric  and  eclectic  in  the 
most  liberal  and  enlightened  sense  of  these  words." 

If,  with  that  record,  Dr.  Wilson  succeeds  in. reading  me  out  of  the 
homoeopathic  school,  I  shall  have  to  content  myself  with  remaining 
an  humble  member  of  the  school  of  nature. 

Yours,  truly, 


New  Orleans,  La.,  Jan.  14th,  1869. 


W.  H.  Holcombe. 
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BOSTON    ACADEMY    OF    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICINE, 

Eeported  by  A.  E.  Squier,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

December  14,  1868.  At  the  close  of  the  business  session,  a  paper 
on  Dysmenorrhoea  was  read  by  Dr.  Squier.  During  the  remarks  which 
followed  the  reading  of  the  paper,  Dr.  Woodvine  stated  that  he  had 
succeeded  in  relieving  dysmenorrhoea  in  persons  of  light  complexion 
and  scrofulous  diathesis,  with  Kali  carb 

Dr  Talbot  has  found  Ammon.  carb.  of  benefit  in  persons  of  nervous, 
sanguine  temperament,  when  the  pain  is  cramp-like,  confined  to  the 
uterine  region,  and  occurring,  for  the  most  part,  before  the  flow. 
Pallor  of  the  countenance  is  also  an  indication  for  this  remedy,  while 
a  flushed  face  more  frequently  requires  Puis.  CoUinsorda  is  of 
benefit,  especially  in  persons  of  constipated  habit. 

Dr.  Humphrey  finds  Cauloph.  useful  in  some  cases.  He  has,  .with 
considerable  success,  inserted  a  piece  of  gum  elastic  catheter  into  the 
uterus  and  by  retaining  it  there,  during  the  flow,  has  allowed  the  dis- 
charge to  take  place  through  this. 

December  28,  1868.  Dr.  Gregg  read  a  very  interesting  paper  on 
*'  Croup  and  its  treatment."  He  followed  his  paper  by  some  remarks 
on  the  subject.  He  does  not  know  why  the  alternation  of  remedies 
is  not  just  as  well,  and  in  some  cases  better  than  the  administration 
of  a  single  remedy.  He  has  never  yet  seen  a  case  of  croup,  that  he 
could  call  a  "  one  remedy  disease,"  as  an  Aconite  croup,  or  a  Hepar 
croup,  but  he  has  obtained  the  most  direct  and  favorable  results  by 
alternating  Aeon.,  Brom.  and  Hepar,  in  the  order  named,  and  of  about 
the  third  decimal  attenuation,  at  intervals  of  from  fifteen  minutes  to 
an  hour,  according  to  the  severity  of  the  symptoms. 

Dr.  Talbot  asked  how  Bonninghausen's  plan  of  giving  these  differ- 
ent remedies  in  succession  at  certain  intervals,  diff*ered  materially 
from  that  of  alternation,  which  Dr.  Gregg  had  just  related.  While 
he  deprecated  the  indiscriminate  alternation  and  unnecessary  multi- 
plication of  remedies  in  treating  any  case,  yet  he  thought  it  extremely 
unwise  to  attach  to  homoeopathy  an}'^  rule,  b3^  which  its  practitioners 
should  feel  themselves  confined  to  the  use  of  the  single  remedy,  in  all 
cases.  If  physicians  find  better  results  from  using  one,  two  or  three 
remedies  either  in  alternation  or  succession,  they  are  bound  by  their 
duty  to  their  patients  to  use  them.  Experience  and  not  theory  can 
alone  determine  this. 

Dr.  Walker  stated  that  he  had  treated  one  case  of  croup  successfully 
by  placing  a  pot  of  water  on  the  stove,  and  dropping  into  it,  ever}'' 
few  hours,  small  portions  of  Bromine.  He  generally  relies,  however, 
upon  Kali  bichr.  and  Tart.  emet.  in  true  croup. 

Dr.  Gregg  has  used  in  some  cases  vaporized  Iodine  with  benefit. 

Dr.  Ahlborn  has  seen  very  good  results  follow  the  inhalation  of 
Bromine,  as  well  as  Iodine  in  croup. 
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Dr.  Angell  believed  that  many  cases  of  croup,  exhibited  a  tendency 
towards  spontaneous  recovery.  He  was  the  more  inclined  to  this 
opinion  from  the  fact  that  homoeopathic  physicians  everywhere  obtain 
a  most  astonishing  success  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  wdiile 
using  the  most  diverse  remedies.  Dr.  Williamson  of  Philadelphia 
used  to  teach  that  Hepar  was  an  unreliable  remedy  in  croup,  while 
many  physicians  of  great  experience  regard  this  almost  as  their  sheet 
anchor.  Others  depend  chiefly  on  Tart.  emet.  or  Spongia  or  Iodine^ 
or  Bromine,  or  Kali  hicJir.  and  are  equally  successful,  while  still  others 
rely  wholly  on  Ipec.  or  Bry.  This  uniform  success  could  scarcely  be 
accounted  for,  except  upon  the  supposition  that  careful  nursing  and  a 
tendency  to  spontaneous  cure  had  sometimes  a  good  deal  to  do  with 
the  recovery. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  presented  to  Dr.  Gregg,  and  a  copy 
of  the  paper  requested  for  publication. 

Annual  Meeting. 

January  11,  1869.  The  following  members  were  present.  Drs. 
Ahlborn,  Angell,  Boothby,  Butman,  H.  B.  Cross,  Fuller,  Geist, 
De  Gersdorff,  Gregg,  Humphrey,  Macfarland,  Packard,  Pease, 
Russell,  Shattuck,  Squier,  Talbot,  Whitney,  Willis,  Woodbury^ 
Woodvine,  Sanford,  Pierce,  Cutler,  Walker,  Farnsworth,  Hedenberg 
and  Hodgson — -J28. 

The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  read  his  reports. 

During  the  past  year  the  Academy  had  held  sixteen  sessions  ;  the 
average  attendance  of  members  had  been  fifteen.  The  largest  num- 
ber present  at  any  time  was  thirty-two,  that  being  on  the  23d  of 
March,  and  the  smallest  number  nine  on  the  5th  of  May  and  the  9  th 
of  November. 

Drs.  Bushnell,  Thayer,  Angell,  and  Russell,  have  served  as  presi- 
dents during  the  year. 

The  scientific  sessions  of  the  Academy  have  been  of  a  very  inter- 
esting and  profitable  character.  Papers  have  been  read  before  the 
Society  by  Dr.  C.  H.  Walker,  on  "  The  Climate  of  Florida  for  Chronic 
Diseases"  ;  Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot  on  "Cancer  of  the  Breast"  ;  Dr.  J.  H. 
Woodbury  on  '^  Pathological  Changes  observed  in  the  Larynx  "  ;  Dr. 
D.  G.  Woodvine  on  "  Entozoa  "  ;  Dr.  A.  F.  Squier  on  "  Dysmenor- 
rhoea,"  and  Dr.  S.  Gregg  on  ''Croup  and  its  Treatment."  We 
have  the  promise  of  several  interesting  papers  by  other  members  of 
the  Academy,  and  the  indications  are,  that  during  the  present  year, 
the  sessions  will  exceed  in  usefulness  and  interest,  those  of  any  pre- 
vious term. 

The  regular  subjects  that  have  been  under  discussion  during  the 
past  year  have  been  "  Iris  versicolor"  "  Renal  Colic"  and  "  Angina^ 
Pectoris" 

6* 


58  ANNUAL    MEETING. 

The  Treasurer's  report  showed  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
18G8,  there  was  : 

Cash  on  hand $14  21 

Received  from  various  sources  ....     43  00 


Total  .         .         .         .         .         .         .         .    _     .  $57  21 

The  expenses  for  the  year  have  been        .         .         .50  55 


Balance  in  the  treasury         .         .         .         .         ,     $6  66 

On  motion  the  reports  were  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on 
file. 

On  the  regular  order  of  business  being  taken  up  J.  H.  Woodbury, 
M.D.,  was  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  term  of  two  months, 
and  A.  F.  Squier,  M.D.,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  for  one  year. 

At  the  scientific  session,  Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot,  related  the  following- 
case,  accompanied  by  a  pathological  specimen.  A  gentleman  iiged 
sixty-three,  of  cancerous  family  history,  had,  last  spring,  what  was  sup- 
[  osed  to  be  pneumonia.  The  voice  was  suddenly  and  entirely  .lost. 
The  aphonia  continued,  although  his  general  health  was  improved  bj^ 
a  short  residence  among  the  Green  Mountains.  During  the  autumn 
he  was  under  the  charge  of  one  of  our  oldest  and  most  noted  Boston 
physicians  for  several  weeks.  During  this  time  some  preparation  of 
phosphorus  was  used,  but  the  aphonia  increased  and  a  constant  and 
severe  dyspnoea  followed.  He  had  considerable  discharge  of  thick  ropy 
mucus  and  great  irritability  of  the  stomach.  When  Dr.  Talbot  first 
saw  him,  in  addition  to  the  aphonia,  dyspnoea,  and  salivation,  there 
was  considerable  difficulty  in  deglutition,  the  ingesta  being  apparently 
retained  in  the  upper  part  of  oesophagus  for  a  few  moments  and  then 
ejected  by  regurgitation.  If  any  food  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
stomach,  it  was  almost  immediately  vomited,  together  with  a  large 
quantity  of  ropy  mucus,  similar  to  that  flowing  from  the  mouth. 
There  was  increased  size  and  firmness  about  the  larynx,  and  the  only 
sound  he  could  make  was  a  kind  of  grunting  noise,  and  even  tins  re- 
quired considerable  effort.  His  general  appearance  suggested  cancer, 
and  although  no  tumor  was  visible  or  could  be  felt  in  the  region  of 
the  stomach,  the  hardness  of  the  abdomen  and  peculiar  sallow  or 
straw-colored  appearance  of  the  skin,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
family  history,  gave  rise  to  a  suspicion  amounting  to  probability  that 
such  was  the  nature  of  the  case.  Arsenicum  was  at  first  adminis- 
tered, which  entirely  relieved  the  dyspnoea,  and  afterwards  Coniian 
greatly  alleviated  the  irritability  of  the  stomach,  enabling  him  to 
retain  the  greater  part  of  his  food.  Nevertheless,  the  case  went  on 
to  a  fatal  termination  without  the  aphonia  being  materialt}^  bene- 
fited. 

At  the  autopsy  the  stomach  presented  signs  of  disintegration, 
which  if  wholly  posf  mortem  were  certainly  of  unusual  degree.  The 
broi],chial  glands  and  the  apices  of  both  lungs  were  filled  with  melano- 
tic deposits  ;  a  portion  of  the  lower  lobe  of  the  right  lung  was  solidi- 
fied, and  contained  small  masses  which  the  microscope  showed  to  be 
encephaloid.  The  whole  larynx  was  greatly  increased  in  size  and 
firmness,  the  cricoid  cartilage  behind  being  entirely  ossified,  and  the 
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arytenoid  cartilages  firmly  and  immovably  fixed  upon  their  articula- 
tions. The  mucous  membrane  throughout  was  much  thickened, 
opaque  and  rough.  The  epiglottis  was  indurated,  rough  and  much 
thickened  at  its  base.  Its  free  extremity  was  firm,  and  rolled  back  so 
as  to  form,  when  closed  upon  the  glottis,  a  sort  of  pouch,  in  which  the 
food  might  lodge.  The  false  vocal  cords  were  somewhat  thickened, 
while  the  true  cords  showed  this  change  to  an  extreme  degree.  Start- 
ing from  the  base  of  each  arytenoid  cartilage  was  a  cartilaginous 
process  or  cornu,  inclosed  in  the  fold  of  mucous  membrane,  covering 
the  cord,  and  extending  about  one-half  its  length,  being  probably  a 
cartilaginous  metamorphosis  of  the  yellow  fibrous  tissue  of  this  cord. 

Dr.  Angell  read  a  paper  on  Gonorrhoeal  Ophthalmia. 

This  form  of  inflammation  frequently  terminates  unfavorably,  as  far 
as  the  structural  integrity  of  the  cornea  is  concerned  ;  and  of  all  forms 
of  purulent  ophthalmia,  this  oftenest  results  in  complete  loss  of  func- 
tion of  the  eye.  There  exists  in  this  disease,  a  great  tendency  towards 
perforation  of  the  cornea  b}^  ulceration,  and  Lawrence,  Stelwag,  Des- 
marres  and  Wecker  were  cited  as  authors  whose  statements  corrobo- 
rated his  own  in  this  respect. 

In  the  rapid  development  of  the  inflammation,  the  pain  and  swelling 
of  the  lids  to  an  extreme  degree  are  among  the  most  characteristic 
diagnostic  elements.  Perforation  of  the  cornea  has  been  known  to 
occur  in  twelve  hours  alter  the  commencement  of  the  disease.  From 
the  tendency  of  the  affection  to  a  rapidly  fatal  termination,  a  most 
active  course  of  treatment  is  required.  These  prompt  and  energetic 
measures  in  the  commencement, — during  the  first  twenty-four  or  forty- 
eight  hours, — would  accomplish  more  towards  saving  the  eye,  than  a 
week  of  the  more  judicious  treatment  at  a  later  stage  of  the  disease. 

He  applies  at  once  a  compress,  kept  constantly  cold  with  ice  water, 
day  and  night,  and  gives  Aeon,  internally,  until  the  inflammation  is 
somewhat  reduced,  which  generally  occurs  in  about  twent3-four  hours. 
He  considers  that  the  disease  is  caused  by  contagion  of  gonorrheal 
matter,  and  never  occurs  as  a  metastasis  of  inflammation  from  the 
penis  to  the  eye.  The  right  eye  is  more  frequently  aflfected  than  the 
left,  which  probably  arises  from  the  circumstance,  that  the  right  hand 
is  more  often  used  as  a  carrier  of  the  contagion.  He  read  the 
historj^  of  a  case  of  this  disease,  treated  by  himself,  in  which  there 
was  extreme  swelling  of  the  lids,  chemosis  and  ulceration  of  the  cor- 
nea. The  treatment  by  continued  applications  of  cold,  by  means  of 
small  bags  filled  with  ice,  and  Aeon,  internallj^,  reduced  the  inflamma- 
tion. Afterwards,  by  putting  the  patient  on  a  fall  diet,  and  applying 
Sol.  arg.  nit.  fifteen  grains  to  an  ounce  of  water,  and  Merc,  and 
Macrotin  internally,  the  patient  speedily  recovered,  and  now  enjoys 
perfect  sight. 

Dr.  Angell  thinks  it  worthy  of  remark  that  when  the  conjunctiva  is 
in  a  highly  inflamed  and  carnified  state,  the  application  of  such  a 
solution  of  Arg.  nit.  produced  no  pain,  but  after  the  inflammation  was 
much  reduced,  an  application  of  one-third  of  that  strength  caused 
exceeding  suffering. 

On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  presented  to  Dr.  Angell  for  his 
paper,  and  a  copy  requested  for  publication  in  the  Gazette. 
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After  some  discussion  of  the  paper,  Dr.  Talbot  inquired  if  scarlatina 
was  prevailing  in  and  about  the  city. 

Drs.  Packard,  of  South  Boston,  Farnsworth,  of  Cambridge,  Pierce, 
of  Charlestown,  Cutler,  of  Chelsea,  Willis,  of  East  Boston,  Heden- 
berg,  of  Medford,  and  Macfarland,  all  reported  but  few  cases  as 
compared  with  last  year,  and  these  generally  of  a  mild  character. 

Dr.  Woodbury  stated  that  at  the  "Home  for  Little  Wanderers," 
there  was  a  period  of  about  five  or  six  week  during  which  every  new 
patient  that  came  in,  (thirty-five  in  all),  was  attacked  by  scarlatina, 
and  that  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  it  was  confined  to  the  new 
patients  who  entered  during  that  time.  All  the  cases  were  of  mild 
grade  ;  and  all,  with  but  one  exception,  entirely  recovered.  Some  of 
the  cases  occurred  within  forty-eight  hours  after  patients  entered  the 
institution. 

Dr.  Gregg  asked  the  President  what  was  the  duration  of  the  stages 
of  invasion  and  incubation  in  scarlatina. 

Dr.  Woodbur}'  replied  that  there  was  some  doubt  upon  that  point. 
Usually  this  period  is  thought  to  be  from  six  to  ten  days,  but  tjiese 
cases  would  indicate  a  much  shorter  period. 

Dr.  Gregg  fully  agreed  with  him  in  regard  to  the  uncertainty  of  this 
period,  and  thought  that  there  was  quite  as  much  reason  to  doubt  the 
contagiousness  of  scarlatina. 

He  considered  the  contagion  of  scarlet  fever  to  bear  the  same  rela- 
tion to  the  disease  as  the  contagion  of  tj^phoid  fever  did  to  the  pro- 
duction of  that  malady.  He  though  it  was  not  a  contagious  disease 
in  the  same  sense  as  variola.  The  miasm,  or,  if  it  be  so  termed,  the 
contagion  of  typhoid  seems  in  some  instances  to  bring  to  a  crisis  the 
lurking  pre-dispositon  in  the  system,  and  thus  it  becomes  the  exciting 
cause.  In  the  same  manner  he  considered  the  contagion  of  scarlet 
fever  to  act,  but  in  a  still  more  active  and  decided  manner. 

In  support  of  this  opinion,  he  had  known  many  instances  where 
isolated  cases  had  occurred  in  large  families,  and  nearly  every  mem- 
ber had  been  in  immediate  contact  with  the  patient.  Again  mau}^ 
others  where ^  so  far  as  human  observation  could  discern,  the  indi- 
vidual had  not  been  subjected  to  the  influence  of  the  contagion  at  all, 
and  yet  had  the  disease  severely. 

This  discussion  naturally  leads  to  the  consideration  of  the  prophy- 
lactic properties  of  Belladonna  in  scarlatina.  In  many  instances  he 
had  administered  this  remedy  with  a  view  to  prophylaxis.  In  some 
cases  the  disease  did  not  occur  in  those  to  whom  it  was  given,  but  in 
the  majority  of  cases  it  was  otherwise,  the  disease  spreading  to  other 
members  of  the  family  with  the  same  facility  as  if  they  had  not  taken 
the  Belladonna. 

He  had  seen  an  equal  number  of  isolated  cases  of  the  disease  in 
families  where  the  Belladonna  had  not  been  given  as  in  those  where  it 
had.  He  consequently  regarded  the  prophylactic  powers  oi  Belladonna 
in  scarlatina  as  wholly  theoretical  and  unreliable. 

At  the  close  of  the  scientific  session  the  members  partook  of  a 
bountiful  collation,  and  the  occasion  was  one  of  the  most  social  and 
pleasant  character. 
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Note.  —  Arraogements  have  been  made  for  the  presentation  of 
Papers  before  the  Academy,  as  follows  : 

Monday,  Jan.  25,  by  B.  DeGersdorf,  M.D.,  "  Observations  re- 
garding Homoeopathy  and  Homoeopathists  in  Europe." 

Monday,  Feb.  8,  by  Wm.  F.  Jackson,  M.D.,  ''  Observations  on 
California;  its  climate,  etc." 

Monday,  Feb.  22,  by  A.  Boothby,  M.D.,  ''Intestinal  Obstructions." 

Monday,  March  8,  by  Geo.  F.  Butman,  M.D.,  "  A  Certain  Form 
of  Gonorrhoea." 

Monday,  March  22,  by  C.  H.  Walker,  M.D.,  "  Observations  on 
certain  New  Remedies." 

Monday,  April  12,  by  H.  L.  H.  Hoffendahl,  M.D.,  "  The  Col- 
peurjmter  in  Uterine  Haemorrhage." 

Monday,  April  13,  by  S.  Whitney,  M.D.,  "  Observations  on 
Homoeopathic  Pharmacy." 

the    BRISTOL    COUNTY    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY 

Held  its  regular  quarterly  meeting  in  Taunton,  at  the  office  of  Drs. 
Barrows  and  Ha3^ward,  on  Wednesday,  January  27th.  This  is  an 
active  and  energetic  society,  and  will  do  much  for  homoeopathy  in  that 
portion  of  the  State. 

THE    CONNECTICUT   VALLEY   HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY 

Held  a  meeting  at  Lyndon,  Vt.,  on  Thursday,  January  28th.    J.  H 
Jones,  M.  D.,  of  Bradford,  Vt.,  is  the  Secretary,  and  we  shall  hope  to 
receive  a  full  report  of  the  meeting. 

THE    NEW -YORK    STATE   HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY 

Will  hold  the  annual  session  at  Alban}'^,  commencing  on  Tuesday, 
February  9th,  1869.  These  sessions  are  always  well  attended  and 
very  interesting,  and  we  doubt  not  many  of  our  readers  will  make  a 
special  effort  to  be  present. 

REPORT    OF   THE    HOMCEOPATHIC    DISPENSARY    IN    LEIPSIC    FOR   THE    YEAR 

1867. 

During  the  year,  3,430  patients  were  under  treatment,  including 
451  remaining  from  the  previous  year,  being  an  increase  of  338  over  the 
number  treated  in  1866.  The  total  number  treated  at  the  Institution 
during  the  twenty-five  years  of  its  existence,  is  45,826. 

Of  the  2,979  received  during  the  3^ear,  847  were  discharged  cured, 
324  much  improved,  810  appeared  but  once,  647  absented  themselves, 
39  left  town,  or  had  other  treatment,  5  died  and  307  remained  under 
treatment. 

Of  the  five  fatal  cases,  one  case  of  pulmonary  consumption  was 
under  treatment  for  ninety-nine  days  ;  a  rachitic  boy  of  two  years  died 
of  pneumonia  after  ten  days'  treatment ;  a  man  of  sixty  years,  in  twenty 
days,  of  gastric  ulcer ;  a  boj^  of  fifteen  months,  in  twelve  days,  of 
intestinal  atrophy. 

Ninety-seven  domiciliary  visits  were  made  ;  eleven  physicians  and 
medical  students  visited  the  Institution  during  the  3^ear. 

Allgem.  Horn.  Zeitung,  Nov.  23,  1868. 
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OBITUABY. 

Died^  in  Vienna,  on  the  23d  of  November,  1868,  of  pneumonia.  Dr. 
William  Fleischmann,  Physician  at  the  Hospital  of  the  Gre}^  Sisters 
in  Gumpendorf ;  Knight  of  the  Order  of  Francis  Joseph,  of  the  Papal 
Order  of  St.  Gregory,  of  the  Bavarian  Order  of  Mich-sel,  of  the  Saxon 
Albrecht  Order,  of  the  Prussian  Order  of  the  Crown,  of  the  Lucca 
Order  of  Louis,  Member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Vienna,  of  the 
Homoeopathic  Central  Society,  and  of  many  other  learned  societies. 

Thus  we  have  lost  another  of  our  most  valued  ones.  During  his 
long  life  he  worked  for  homoeopathy  in  every  direction  and  with  the 
greatest  success.  His  reward  was  the  high  estimation  of  his  clients 
and  the  devoted  esteem  of  his  colleagues. 

A  Vienna  journal  speaks  of  his  death  as  a  deeply  felt  loss  to  many 
sufferers,  "  who  trusted  to  him  with  confidence,  owing  not  only  to  his 
skill  as  a  physician,  but  to  his  qualities  as  a  man,  his  fine  understand- 
ing, humane  heart,  spotless  and  reliable  character,  and  ripened  expe- 
rience. In  spite  of  his  advanced  years  and  bodily  infirmities,  he  was, 
until  his  last  illness,  indefatigable  in  his  devotion  to  his  profession, 
both  at  the  Hospital  of  the  Sisters  in  Gumpendorf,  and  in  his  exten- 
sive private  practice.  All  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  will  keep 
him,  in  grateful,  lasting  remembrance.    Sit  ei  terra  levisJ' 

AUgem,  Horn.  Zeitung,  N'ov.  30,  1868. 
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The  Castor  Bean  —  Ricinus  communis  —  grows  in  California. 

The  largest  chemical  laboratory  in  the  world  is  in  Berlin. 

Diphtheria.  —  An  acidulated  solution  of  Pepsine  is  said  to  be  a 
ready  solvent  of  the  false  membrane  in  diphtheria. 

Glanders.  —  Two  pupils  of  the  Veterinary  College  of  Lyons,  MM. 
Cristeau  and  Kaener,  have  discovered  the  presence  of  bacteri  in  the 
pus  and  the  blood  of  glandered  animals.  They  have  also  ascertained 
that  an  exaggerated  proportion  of  leucocytes  exists  in  the  blood  of 
the  animals. 

New  York  Hom.  Med.  College.  —  It  is  the  design  of  the  man- 
ag^'s  of  this  Institution  to  have  as  large  and  efficient  a  Faculty  as  is 
connected  with  any  other  college  in  the  country.  During  the  past 
month  two  special  lecturers  have  been  added,  viz  :  F.  S.  Bradford, 
M.D.,  on  Diseases  of  Children,  and  I.  M.  Ward,  M.D.,  on  Diseases  of 
the  Respiratory  Organs.  This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  if 
it  is  evident  that  the  college  takes  the  broad  ground  of  benefiting  the 
profession  rather  than  one  or  two  members  thereof,  it  will  command 
and  deceive  a  hearty  support. 

New  Origin  of  Scald-Head .  —  M.  Saint-Cyr,  professor  of  the  vet- 
erinary school  at  Lyons,  has  discovered  a  new  disease  in  the  cat.     This 
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is  nothing  more  than  the  scald-head  {tinea  favosa)  of  man,  and  ex- 
plains how  children,  who  play  freely  with  cats,  may  contract  scald- 
head  without  apparent  means  of  contagion. 

Check  Reins  are  a  great  check  upon  the  intelligence  of  horses. 
Without  them  this  noble  animal  will  keep  his  way  safely  in  a  country 
road  in  the  darkest  night.  He  will  also  travel  farther  and  with  less 
fatigue  without  this  unnecessary  restraint. 

A  Toledo  (O.)  doctor,  who  pretended  to  make  astonishing  cures 
by  "  animal  magnetism,"  has  been  arrested,  and  six  electric  batteries 
with  which  he  kept  up  the  necessary  supply,  were  found  on  his 
person. 

Extract  of  Beef.  —  Liebig  has  made  a  reply  to  the  thesis  of  Dr. 
Kemmerich,  of  Bonn,  who  attempted  to  prove  that  the  extract  of  beef 
was  a  poison.  He  states  that  the  experiments  were  improperly 
conducted,  inasmuch  as  the  rabbits,  into  whose  stomachs  the  beef  tea 
was  injected  in  large  quantities,  are  graminivorous  animals,  and  yet 
were  not  injured  by  a  moderate  quantity ;  while  a  dog,  a  carnivorous 
animal,  was  actually  benefited  by  as  much  broth  as  its  stomach  could 
contain. 

The  New  York  Homceopathic  Hospital.  —  An  earnest  effort  is  on 
foot,  to  at  once  establish  this  institution  on  an  extensive  scale.  With 
energy  and  well  directed  exertions,  it  will  certainly  succeed.  Indeed 
it  is  wonderful  that  in  a  city  of  eight  hundred  thousand  inhabitants 
and  with  more  than  two  hundred  successful  practitioners  of  homoe- 
opathy that  no  hospital  furnishes  to  the  poor  this  treatment  which  so 
many  of  the  rich  employ.  In  a  short  time,  we  shall  hope  to  record  a 
different  state  of  things. 

New  Source  for  Indigo.  —  In  England,  the  second  hand  blue 
postage  stamps,  are  bought  up  for  the  indigo  contained  in  the  coloring. 
A  Frenchman  has  just  patented  a  process  for  extracting  the  indigo 
from  blue  rags. 

Antidote  to  Carbolic  Acid. —  In  poisoning  with  this  acid,  the 
best  antidote,  after  the  stomach  pump,  is  large  doses  of  olive  or 
almond  oil,  with  a  little  castor  oil.  Oil  is  a  solvent,  and  conse- 
quently^ a  diluent  of  carbolic  acid,  and  may  be  used  to  stop  the 
corrosive  effect  of  the  acid  when  its  action  on  the  skin  is  too  violent. 
—  Exchange. 

A  Problem  for  our  Allopathic  Friends. —  New  York  city  has 
doubled  its  number  of  homoeopathic  physicians  every  five  years  for  the 
last  forty  years.  At  present  it  has  over  two  hundred  practitioners  of 
this  school.  If  the  ratio  of  increase  continues  the  same,  how  many 
allopathic  physicians  will  there  be  in  New  York  at  the  close  of  this 
century  ? 

The  Philadelphia  Colleges. —  We  learn  that  the  Homoeopathic 
Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Hahnemann  College  of 
Philadelphia  have  made  arrangements  b}^  which  the  two  colleges  will 
be  united.     "  This  has  been  brought  about  for  the  purpose  of  advanc- 
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ing  the  cause  of  homoeopathy  generally,  and  the  trustees  of  the  new- 
institution  will  be  guided  in  the  choice  of  name,  etc  ,  only  by  consid- 
erations as  to  what  will  be  for  the  best  good  of  the  whole  cause.  Both 
colleges,  ho  ever,  will  preserve  their  separate  organizations  till  after 
their  annual  commencements  in  March  next."  We  are  glad  to  note 
the  "returning  reason"  of  our  Philadelphia  brethren,  and  hope  that  a 
harmonious  and  able  faculty  will  be  selected  from  the  abundant  mate- 
rial whica  that  city  affords,  and  that  a  college  will  be  established 
which  will  command  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  entire  profes- 
sion. We  are  sure  that  we  speak  the  wishes  of  the  hundreds  of  its 
alumni  in  hoping  that  the  name  and  legal  existence  of  the  first  chart- 
ered homoeopathic  college  in  the  world  may  be  continued. 

The  Canakd  about  Homceopathy  in  Russia.  —  The  Allgemeine  Wie- 
ner Med.  Zeitung,  it  seems,  was  the  first  in  Germany  to  publish  the 
libellous  statements  about  the  prohibition  of  Homoeopathy  in  Russia. 
From  this  source  it  was  copied  into  various  German  non-medical  pa- 
pers, but  the}^,  all  of  them,  readily  published  a  contradiction  as  soon 
as  it  was  shown  to  them  that  the  statement  was  false.  The  Allgemeine 
Wiener  3Ied.  Zeitung  alone  has  remained  silent,  although  Dr.  V. 
Meyer,  editor  of  the  Allgem.  Horn.  Zeitung,  as  long  ago  as  Oct.  25th, 
sent  to  the  Vienna  Journal  proofs  of  the  falsity  of  the  statement  and 
requested  it  to  publish  a  contradiction.  Now,  therefore,  in  the  last 
number  of  the  Horn.  Zeitung,  Dr.  Meyer,  publicly  declares  "that  the 
editor  of  the  Vienna  Journal  proceeded  with  very  little  caution  when 
he  inserted  this  libel,  and  that  ho  is  possessed  by  a  party  spirit,  which 
deprives  him  of  the  courage  to  publish  the  truth  and  acknowledge  the 
falsity  of  his  report."  Certain  Journals  in  this  neighborhood  would 
be  none  the  worse  for  a  similar  admonition.  H. 
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Proceedings    of    the    Homceopathic   Medical   Society   of    Ohio. 

Fourth  Annual  Session,  held  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  June  9th,  1868. 

This  little  pamphlet  contains  some  very  good  thoughts  from  some 
very  good  men,  but  it  is  rather  shabbily  put  together,  and  we  venture 
the  opinion  that  it  does  not  contain  the  best  thoughts  of  the  best 
men  of  our  school  in  Ohio.  If  the  profession  in  that  State  would  all 
pull  in  one  direction  as  hard  as  some  of  the  individual  members  do, 
what  would  they  not  accomplish? 

Practical  Homoeopathy  for  the  People,  Adapted  to  the  Compre- 
hension OF  THE  Non-Professional,  and  for  Reference  by  the 
Young  Practitioner,  Including  a  Number  of  Most  Valuable 
New  Remedies.  Eighth  Edition.  By  J.  S.  Douglas,  A.M., 
M.D.    Chicago  :     C.  S.  Halsey. 

This  little  book,  designed  to  disseminate  among  the  people  a  bet- 
ter knowledge  of  homoeopathic  practice,  is  written  by  one  who  has 
devoted  over  forty  years  to  the  study  as  well  as  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine. In  his  intercourse  with  the  best  and  most  progressive  physi- 
cians of  the  day,  and  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  a  teacher  of 
medicine,  the  reading  of  the  latest  practical  works,  and  the  habitual 
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proving  of  new  remedies  on  himself  and  others,  the  author  has  anx- 
iously labored  to  collect  practical  information  and  apply  it  to  the 
treatment  of  disease.  The  fact  that  this  work  has  already  reached 
the  eighth  edition,  shows  that  the  public  appreciate  the  plain,  simple, 
common-sense  teachings  of  the  author. 

About  one  hundred  of  the  most  usual  affections  are  briefly  described, 
and  the  mpst  appropriate  remedy,  and  in  some  cases  two  or  more 
remedies,  are  given.  Then  follows  a  materia  medica,  giving  the 
"  characteristic  indications  of  many  of  the  more  frequently  required 
drugs,"  fifty-two  in  number.  In  this  manner  the  novice  has  double 
instruction  in  selecting  the  proper  drug. 

This  book  is  not  designed  to  make  homoeopathic  physicians  of  the 
laity,  but  simply  to  aid  them  when  in  trouble.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  author  clearly  does  not  intend  it  for  the  use  of  allopathic  physi- 
cians, for  he  says : 

"  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  so  many  allopathic  physicians 
are  dabbling  with  homoeopathic  remedies,  and  pretending  that  they 
can  practice  homoeopathy  where  it  is  appropriate  as  well  as  we,  with- 
out any  of  the  study  or  knowledge  necessary  to  use  the  remedies  with 
any  success  or  credit  to  the  system.  When  by  their  bungling  misap- 
plication of  these  beautiful  remedies,  they  fail  of  success,  or,  by  giv- 
ing them  in  allopathic  doses,  do  serious  mischief,  they  pronounce 
homoeopathy  not  adapted  to  such  cases.  As  well  might  a  bungler, 
after  spoiling  a  board  and  mangling  his  hand  by  attempting  to  use  a 
saw,  pronounce  a  saw  not  adapted  for  use." 

A  Manual  of  Pharmacodynamics,  by  Richard  Hughes.  Second 
Edition,  with  Alphabetical  Index,  London  :  Henry  Turner  & 
Co. ;  New  York  :  William  Radde.  —  Entirely  different  from  the 
preceding  is  this  book,  by  one  of  the  talented  editors  of  the  British 
Journal  of  Homceopathy. 

He  says  :  "I  write  especially  for  practitioners  of  the  old  school, 
who  desire  to  acquaint  themselves  with  and  furnish  themselves  for  our 
practice."  ....  And  moreover  I  wanted  to  have  always  before 
me,  the  mind  of  our  confreres  wedded  to  old  notions,  bristling  with 
objections  to  anything  new,  and  requiring  explanations  to  the  fullest 
degree." 

Hence  he  adopted  the  familiar  style  of  letters.  His  plan  is,  in 
examining  the  various  substances  of  the  homoeopathic  materia  medica, 
to  briefly  refer  to  the  substance,  state  the  origin  of  its  provings,  and 
then  endeavor  to  distinguish  its  pharmacodynamic  centres  or  spheres 
of  action  whence  radiate  the  entire  pathogenesis  of  the  drug.  Its  re- 
lation to  other  drugs,  and  the  most  commonly  used  doses,  are  also 
given.  The  following  extract  will  convey  a  more  correct  idea  of  the 
plan : 

"  We  use  in  our  practice,  both  kinds  of  hemp,  the  Cannabis  Indica 
and  that  which  grows  in  colder  climates.  The  difference  seems  to  be 
that  in  the  former  is  developed  a  resin,  which  has  powerful  neurotic 
properties.     I  shall  take  the  latter  first. 

NO.  n.  —  VOL.  rv.  7 
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Cannabis   Sativa. 

"  A  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  flowering  tops  and  upper  leaflets. 
Hemp  was  proved  by  Hahnemann,  and  its  pathogenesis  appears  in 
the  "  Materia  Medica  Pura."  See  also  an  account  of  its  morbid  an- 
atomy from  Morgagni,  in  the  "  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy ^^^  vol. 
VI,  page  507.  From  the  symptoms  produced,  three  groups  have  led 
to  practical  results  —  those  of  the  urinary  organs,  the  eye  and  the 
lungs. 

'"  1.  Cannabis  appears  to  produce  excessive  irritation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  bladder  and  urethra,  including  the  prepuce.  The 
latter  is  dark,  red,  hot,  and  inflamed  ;  there  is  much  burning  in  the 
urethra,  painful  and  difficult  micturition,  chordee,  and  mucous  dis- 
charge. In  one  often  cited  instance,  observed  by  Morgagni,  the  urine 
had  to  be  drawn  off  by  the  catheter  ;  but  afterwards  could  not  even 
thus  be  evacuated,  on  account  of  the  instruments  becoming  clogged 
with  mucous  and  pus.  These  effects  have  led  to  the  successful  em- 
plo3'ment  of  Cannabis  in  many  similar  urinary  disorders,  but  especially 
in  gonorrhoea.  I  have  the  highest  opinion  of  it  as  a  remedy  foi'  this 
disease,  after  acute  inflammatory^  symptoms  (if  present)  have  been 
subdued  by  Aconite, 

"  2.  Cannabis  is  credited  by  Hahnemann  with  tlie  production  of  a 
pellicle  upon  the  cornea.  Whether  this  symptom  be  a  true  one  or  not, 
it  is  certain  that  the  medicine  has  some  effect  in  removing  such  specks 
when  left  behind  by  strumous  ophthalmia. 

"3.  Another  somewhat  questionable  effect  of  Cannabis  is  '  inflam- 
mation of  the  lungs,'  with  delirium  and  vomiting  of  green  bile.  It  is 
recommended  by  Dr.  P.  P.  Wells  in  cases  presenting  these  complica- 
tions, to  promote  absorption  of  exudation  limited  to  the  lower 
portion  of  either  or  both  lungs.  The  cough  is  frequent,  teasing,  hard, 
sometimes  dry,  sometimes  even  incessant. 

"  Besides  these  affections,  Dr.  Quin  once  cured  with  Cannabis  a  neu- 
ralgia of  long  standing,  sj^mpathetic  of  uterine  disorder  showing  itself 
in  menorrhagia.  Taking  the  hint,  I  have  lately  given  it  with  much 
relief  in  a  case  of  menstrual  headache. 

"  The  first-named  action  of  Cannabis  assimilates  it  to  Ajns,  Can- 
tharis,  Copaiba^  and  Teribinthina ;  the  second  to  Euphrasia ;  the 
third  to  Sulphur^  Phosphorus^  and  perhaps  Lachesis. 

"  It  is  generally  agreed  that  for  gonorrhoea  the  mother-tincture  of 
Cannabis  is  required  in  frequent  doses  of  from  one  to  ten  drops.  In 
other  affections  the  high  dilutions  seem  efficacious." 

It  will  be  readily  seen,  that  while  this  book  would  be  a  new  and 
wonderful  revelation  to  allopathic  physicians,  which  they  could  under- 
stand, and  which  might  lead  them  to  use  with  some  degree  of  intelli- 
gence the  homoeopathic  medicines,  to  the  homoeopathic  practitioner, 
it  is  but  a  guide-board,  pointing  to  the  rich  mine  of  the  materia 
medica,  and  telling  him  where  he  can  find  and  work  its  richest  veins 
of  ore.  To  both  homoeopaths  and  allopaths  we  can  recommend  it. 
Both  can  employ  it  for  useful  and  legitimate,  though  widely  diflerent 
urposes. 
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TO    CORRESPONDENTS. 

A.  J.  T. —  Thanks  for  the  items  of  news.  They  follow  the  heavier  article^ 
in  a  journal  as  acceptably  as  a  dessert  does  a  substantial  dinner. 

L.  B.  G. —  Much  obliged  for  your  good  opinion  of  the  Gazette,  and  also  your 
promises  of  aid.  We  shall  spare  no  pains  to  retain  the  former,  and  shall  hope 
you  will  keep  the  latter. 

A.  E.  S.  — Your  report  was  very  acceptable,  as  will  be  any  experiences  de- 
rived from  your  Institution.  Don't  forget  the  meeting  of  the  American  Insti- 
tute in  Boston  next  June. 

W.  M. — You  will  see  by  another  item  that  there  is  a  prospect  of  harmo- 
niously blending  the  two  Philadelphia  colleges  into  one. 

C.  B.  0.  of  Middlebury,  Vt.,  writes,  "  Homoeopathy  in  this  town  and  vicinity 
is  flourishing.  Four  years  ago,  I  came  here,  and  there  was  scarcely  a 
homoeopathic  family  in  this  town;  now  there  are  but  few  of  the  best  families 
who  are  not  our  warm  friends.  Here  as  elsewhere  the  most  intelligent  adopt 
our  system  first." 

H.  M.  S. —  Many  thanks  for  the  splendid  list  of  subscribers  you  have  sent. 
We  hope  the  Gazette  will  carry  to  them  a  pleasure  equal  to  that  which  their 
support  brings  to  us. 

E.  G.  C. —  We  do  not  believe  that  science  should  be  monopolized  by  either 
sex  and  we  shall  welcome  any  really  valuable  observation,  quite  as  heartily 
from  one  of  your  sex  as  from  one  of  our  own.  It  is  true  that  there  are  posi- 
tions in  the  profession  which  women  can  better  fill  than  men ;  and  the  most 
noble  and  liberal  members  of  the  profession  are  willing  to  assist  "women  of 
the  right  order  of  mind''  to  such  positions. 

S.  L. — We  hope  in  future  you  will  write  your  communications  only  on  one 
side  of  the  paper.  Otherwise  it  occasions  great  confusion  among  a  mass  of 
manuscript  in  a  printing  office. 
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CoNSTANTiNE  Hering,  M.D.  —  We  regret  to  learn  that  this  noble  veteran 
in  our  cause  was,  in  the  early  part  of  this  winter,  so  dangerously  ill  with 
acute  bronchitis,  that  his  life  was  despaired  of  for  some  days.  He  has  now 
fully  recovered,  and  resumed  his  accustomed  labors. 

Henry  M.  Smith  &  Brother.  — The  old  and  familiar  firm  of  J.  T.  S.  Smith 
&  Son  no  longer  exists.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  elder  Mr.  Smith, 
so  long  and  favorably  known  to  our  physicians,  retired  from  active  business. 
Eor  a  quarter  of  a  century  or  more  he  has  been  identified  with  the  rise  and 
progress  of  homoeopathy  in  this  country,  and  while  we  shall  miss  his  oft 
seen  name,  we  have  the  assurance  that  his  sons  are  his  worthy  successors. 

Dr.  Charles  Bailey,  of  Pittsfleld,  has  returned  from  his  anticipated  trip  to 
Cuba,  the  insurrection  there  interfering  with  his  arrangements.  He  has  seen 
somewhat  of  the  country,  however,  in  the  twenty-eight  days  of  his  absence, 
having  been  in  twenty-two  States  and  travelled  5,000  miles. 

Dr.  Paul  Munde,  son  of  Dr.  Charles  Munde,  formerly  of  Northampton 
and  now  U.  S.  Consul  at  Wiirzburg,  Germany,  has  been  appointed  Second 
Assistant  and  Tutor  in  the  Obstetric  Department  of  the  Wiirzburg  University. 
This  University  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Europe.  It  was  founded  in  1403,  and 
in  the  Medical  Department  has  about  three  hundred  students. 

Eltphalet  Clark,  M.D.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  was  thrown  from  a  sleigh  on 
Monday,  January  18,  breaking  his  clavicle  and  injuring  him  internally.  We 
learn  this  from  a  daily  paper.  AVill  some  of  the  Portland  physicians  report 
the  result  of  his  injuries? 
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Prof.  Carroll  Dunham  of  New  York,  sailed  for  Nassau,  N.  P.,  on  Janu- 
ary 28,  for  a  six  weeks  absence.  He  is  suffering  from  a  cough  following 
capillary  bronchitis,  and  we  hope  this  trip  may  entirely  restore  his  health. 

L.  M.  Lee,  M.D.,  formerly  of  Randolph,  Mass.,  has  resumed  practice  at 
Dorchester,  Mass. 

Edward  W.Avery,  M.D.,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  is  the  Secretary  of  the 
Alumni  of  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medical  College.  He  desires  the 
addresses  of  all  the  graduates. 

Prof.  G.  W.  Barnes  of  Cleveland,  we  learn,  continues  seriously  ill. 

Marriages.  On  December  10,  1868,  E.  T.  Smith,  M.D.,  of  East  Corinth, 
Vt.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Halley  of  Newbury,  Yt. 

In  Norwich,  Ct.,  December  17,  1868,  James  H.  Kimball,  M.D.,  of  Lynn, 
to  Miss  Julia  A.  Bill  of  Norwich. 

On  December  10,  1868,  B.  J.  Burnett,  M.D.,  of  Mt.  Yernon,  N.  Y.,  to 
Miss  Louisa  G.  Watts. 

Deaths.  On  December  29,  1868,  Mary  Bolles  Krebs,  set.  3  years,  daughter 
of  Anne  S.  and  Francis  H.  Krebs,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

Professor  WiLLLyvi  Pleischbiann  of  Yienna,  died  in  that  city,  on  Novem- 
ber 23,  1868. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Fleiachmann  will  be  sincerely  regretted  by  the  profession  in 
this  country,  especially  by  those  of  us  who  have  been  recipients  of  his  kind 
attentions,  and  were  cordially  welcomed  by  him  at  the  Hospital  in  Gumpen- 
dorf,  with  which  he  was  so  long  connected,  and  where  his  place  will  not  be 
easily  filled.  h. 


BOOKS    AND    PAMPHLETS    RECEIVED. 

The  following  journals  for  January,  viz  : 

The  Medical  Investigator  [A  wide  awake  practical  and  valuable  journal]. 
United  States  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  The  Homoeopathic  Sun  [Its 
motto  might  well  be  "It  shines  for  all "  ].  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathic 
Materia  Medica.  The  Hahnemanuian  Monthly.  American  Homoeopathic  Ob- 
server. The  Homoeopathic  World  [The  best  popular  Journal  of  Homoeopathy 
ever  published].  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  numbers  21  to  25  in- 
clusive. The  Medical  Record,  Nos.  69  and  70  [One  of  the  best  allopathic 
medical  journals,  neither  bigoted  nor  abusive].  Monthly  Record  of  Five 
Points'  House  of  Industry.  Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry  [A  physician  cannot 
spend  fifty  cents  better  than  in  subscribing  for  this  paper].  The  Guardian  of 
Plealth.  Our  Dumb  Animals.  Littell's  Living  Age  and  Every  Saturday  [Two 
excellent  journals  for  the  lighter  non-professional  reading  of  physicians]. 
The  Monthly  Homoeopathic  Independent  for  December  and  January.  The 
Western  Homoeopathic  Observer,  October,  November  and  December  num- 
bers [We  are  glad  to  see  these  St.  Louis  Journals  once  more].  Pacific  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal,  December,  1868. 
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ALCOHOLIC  GARGLES  IN  DIPHTHERIA. 

BY  H.   L.   H.   HOFFENDAHL,  M.D.,  OF  BOSTON. 

The  number  of  this  journal  for  October  1867,  contains  a  trans- 
lation, made  by  me,  of  an  article  by  Dr.  Von  Grauvogl  on  the 
treatment  of  diphtheria  with  alcoholic  gargles.  This  treatment  is 
based  on  the  theory  that  the  diphtheritic  membrane  has  its  origin 
in  the  presence  of  a  certain  vegetable  parasite,  which  is  most  rap- 
idly destroyed  by  diluted  alcohol. 

The  theory  of  the  cryptogamic  origin  of  diphtheria  and  of  various 
other  diseases,  although  it  has  many  supporters,  still  rests  on  a  very 
uncertain  foundation.  But  the  satisfactory  results  reported  by  Dr. 
Von  Grauvogl,  and  by  several  other  observers  who  applied  his 
method,  determined  me  to  try  this  treatment  in  the  first  serious 
case  that  came  under  my  observation.  Such  an  opportunity 
occurred  recently,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  report  : 

Case  1.  Jan.  3,  1869.  Called  to  see  Miss  Bertha  D.,  10  years 
old,  of  delicate  habit,  very  subject  to  troubles  with  her  throat,  and 
always  quickly  prostrated  by  disease.  She  was  living  with  her 
parents  at  the  St.  James  Hotel,  where  there  had  recently  occurred, 
under  other  treatmentj  several  severe  cases  of  scarlatina,  one  end- 
ing fatally.  The  child  herself  had  had  scarlatina  two  years  ago. 
Found  merely  general  febrile  symptoms,  quick  pulse,  pain  in  limbs 
and  back,  and  nausea,  nothing  abnormal  in  the  throat.  Aconite^ 
every  hour  alternately  with  Gelsem} 

Jan.  4.  The  patient  had  passed  a  very  restless  night,  with  high 
fever  and  nausea.     On  examining  the  throat,  found  some  swelling 
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and  redness  of  tonsils  and  a  few  small  grayish  patches.  Bry? — . 
Kali  hich?  alternately  every  hour.  A  weak  solution  of  chloiate 
of  potassa  as  a  gargle. 

Jan.  5.  Patient  had  passed  a  worse  night  than  the  previous 
one,  high  fever  and  great  restlessness.  Prostration  from  want  of 
sleep,  and  great  difficulty  in  swallowing  beef  tea,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  given  frequently.  Tonsils  deep  red,  so  swollen  as  to  meet, 
and  prevent  a  view  of  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx.  Grayish 
exudation  covering  the  greater  part  of  the  tonsils  and  uvula. 
Same  treatment,  with  the  addition  of  inhaling  the  steam  from  an 
infusion  of  hops  every  few  hours. 

Jan.  6.  Morning. — Another  very  bad  night.  Pulse  one  hundred 
and  twenty,  great  prostration  and  inability  to  swallow.  Tonsils 
and  soft  palate  nearly  covered  with  exudation.  Impossible  to 
obtain  a  view  of  the  pharynx.     Continued  treatment. 

Four  P.  M. — Sent  for  in  haste.  Patient  rapidly  growing  worse. 
Pulse  one  hundred  and  forty,  weak,  prostration  extreme,  som- 
nolence, and  occasional  starting  up  and  trying  to  leave  the  bed. 
The  case  appeared  to  me  quite  desperate,  and  I  determined  to  try 
Grauvogl's  treatment  as  a  last  resource.  Commenced  at  once  with 
gargles  of  a  weak  solution  of  brandy, — fifteen  drops  to  a  tablespoon- 
ful  of  water, — seeming  most  grateful  to  the  patient.  This  was  to  be 
used  every  hour.  Arsenic.^,  every  hour;  occasional  steaming  with 
the  hops;  and  beef  tea,  to  be  given  in  small  quantities,  occa- 
sionally. 

Half  past  nine  P.  M. — Decided  improvement.  The  patient  was 
delighted  with  the  gargle,  as  it  gave  her  great  relief  every  time  she 
used  it.  She  had  begun  to  expectorate  bloody  mucus  and  shreds 
of  lymph  in  considerable  quantities.  On  inspection  the  diphthe- 
ritic patches  were  found  to  be  loosening  in  several  places. 

Another  symptom  appeared  to-day,  showing  the  virulence  of  the 
diphtheritic  poison.  During  the  previous  night  the  patient  accident- 
ally bit  her  lip,  causing  a  very  slight  excoriation.  This  at  once 
spread  into  an  ugly  looking  ulcer,  half  an  inch  in  length,  and  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  which  was  soon  covered  by  diph- 
theritic membrane,  while  the  lip  was  swollen  to  thrice  its  natural 
size. 

Jan.  7.  Morning. — The  patient's  improvement  appeared  to  me  to 
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be  astonishing.  During  the  previous  night  she  had  enjoyed  re- 
freshing sleep  for  the  first  time  since  the  beginning  of  her  sickness. 
She  would  sleep  for  about  an  hour  at  a  time,  then,  with  an  energy 
and  courage  scarcely  to  be  expected  in  a  child  of  her  age,  she 
would  herself  call  for  her  gargle  and  steaming,  then  expectorate  pro- 
fusely, and  then  quietly  sink  off  into  another  refreshing  sleep. 

Inspection  showed  that  the  uvula  and  one  tonsil  were  entirely 
clear  of  membrane,  some  shreds  still  adhering  to  the  other.  The 
swelling  of  the  tonsils  had  subsided  so  much  that  a  clear  view  was 
obtained  of  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx,  which  was  found  to 
be  entirely  covered  by  a  diphtheritic  deposit,  thick  and  flocculent,  but 
apparently  loosening  in  every  direction.  Expectoration  of  bloody 
mucus  and  shreds  of  lymph  was  very  copious,  and  also  bloody 
sanious  discharge  from  the  nostrils.  Continued  Ars.^  every 
hour,  brandy  gargle  every  hour,  and  steaming  when  the  patient 
called  for  it.  As  the  beef-tea  still  caused  great  distress  in  swal- 
lowing, milk  was  substituted  for  it,  and  taken  quite  freely  through 
the  day,  with  relish. — Pulse  one  hundred.  At  half  past  nine  the 
tonsils  were  entirely  clear  of  membrane  and  only  a  superficial 
layer  remained  in  the  pharynx.     Pulse  eighty. 

Jan.  8.  Patient  slept  several  hours  at  a  time  during  the  night, 
but  on  awakening,  would  herself  call  for  the  gargle  and  an  occa- 
sional steaming.  On  inspection  of  the  throat,  only  a  few  slight 
traces  of  membrane  were  found.  Copious  discharge  still  from 
throat  and  nose,  the  sore  on  the  lip  had  cast  off  its  membrane,  and 
looked  like  a  simple  ulcer  with  destruction  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane. This  ulceration  granulated  and  slowly  healed  from  the 
edges ;  it  annoyed  the  patient  for  several  days  after  every  other 
symptom  of  the  disease  had  disappeared.  Continue  Ars."^  every 
hour,  gargling  and  steaming  when  called  for  by  the  patient,  which 
was  only  three  or  four  times.  Made  no  further  visit  to-day  as  the 
patient  did  not  seem  to  require  it. 

Jan.  9.  Patient  had  slept  nearly  all  night.  No  trace  of  mem- 
brane left.  Could  swallow  with  ease,  and  was  put  on  beefsteak 
and  roast  beef,  which  she  took  with  relish.  Discharged  from  treat- 
ment as  convalescent. 

I  deviated  from  Grauvogl's  treatment  in  two  respects.  He  uses 
the  sixth  dilution  of  Arsenic  from  fear  of  a  medical  aggravation.     I 
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used  the  second,  which  I  generally  carry  in  my  case,  without  ob- 
serving any  bad  effects.  I  also  employed  steaming  with  an  infusion 
of  hops,  because  I  have,  in  many  cases,  found  it  very  grateful  to  the 
patient,  allaying  nervous  irritability  and  expediting  the  separation 
of  the  membrane.  In  this  case  the  steaming  helped  to  make  the 
patient  more  comfortable,  but  no  impression  was  made  upon  the 
progress  of  the  disease  until  the  brandy  gargle  was  used. 

By  way  of  comparison  I  will  give  a  short  summary  of  another 
case  which  came  under  my  care  recently,  and  was  treated  without 
the  brandy  gargle. 

Case  2.  Mrs.  G.  aged  30,  in  robust  health,  having  had  no  illness 
since  childhood.  Having  suffered  two  days  from  fever,  general 
uneasiness  and  sore  throat,  she  sent  for  me  November  18,  1868. 
Found  patient  quite  feverish ;  pulse  ninety-six,  tonsils  moderately 
swollen,  and  covered  with  diffuse  patches,  also  some  patches  on 
posterior  wall  of  pharynx.  Kali  bich.^,  and  Bry.^,  alternately 
every  hour ;  and  uses  a  weak  solution  of  chlorate  of  potassa  as  a 
gargle. 

Nov.  19.  Patient  had  passed  a  restless  night.  The  membranes 
were  found  to  be  gradually  spreading  over  the  tonsils  and  fauces. 
Larynx  intact.  Same  treatment,  with  the  addition  of  steaming 
with  my  favorite  infusion  of  hops.  Under  this  treatment  the 
disease  went  through  its  regular  course  until  November  22.  Then 
the  membranes  began  to  separate,  until  the  throat  was  entirely 
clear  on  the  26th,  when  I  discontinued  my  daUy  visits.  But  the 
patient  was  troubled  for  some  time  with  the  usual  sequelae  of  diph- 
theria. There  was  great  general  prostration,  lasting  for  weeks,  par- 
tial paralysis  of  the  extremities,  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  degluti- 
tion, so  that,  for  a  long  time,  on,  attempting  to  swallow  liquids,  they 
were  regurgitated  through  the  nose.  Also  dimness  of  vision,  so 
that  it  was  impossible  to  sew  or  even  to  read  for  more  than  a  few 
minutes  at  a  time.  The  patient  was  put  on  FJiosphorus  ^,  and  Ferr. 
mur,  in  five-drop  doses,  three  times  a  day.  When  last  seen,  Jan- 
uary 16,  1869,  that  is  just  two  months  from  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  her  illness,  her  limbs  were  fast  refraining:  their 
strength,  the  power  of  swallowing  was  nearly  restored,  and  vision 
was  almost  normal,  but  she  was  still  far  from  well. 
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Thus  we  have  here  a  case  of  medium  intensity,  in  a  mature, 
healthy  woman,  with  moderate  constitutional  symptoms.  The  for- 
mation of  the  membrane  not  prevented  by  the  treatment,  but  run- 
ning its  regular  course,  and  lasting  for  ten  days.  Then  very  slow 
recovery,  and  sequelae  troubling  the  patient  for  two  months. 

But  in  case  1,  the  disease,  occurring  in  a  delicate  child,  at  once 
assumes  a  grave  form,  with  alarming  general  symptoms.  On  the 
third  day  the  membrane  has  invaded  every  visible  part  of  the 
throat.  Now  the  brandy  gargle  is  usod,  and  there  is  a  decided 
change  for  the  better  in  four  hours.  The  next  day  the  membrane 
is  rapidly  disappearing,  and  in  four  days  the  patient  is  well, — no 
sequelse.  This  almost  immediate  improvement  from  the  moment 
the  gargle  was  used  shows  very  plainly  that  the  rapid  recovery 
could  not  have  been  accidental,  but  was  the  result  of  the  treat- 
ment. 

This  is  the  only  case  I  have  to  report,  and  proves  but  little  by 
itself  But  I  hope  that  it  may  induce  others  to  use  Grauvogl's 
treatment  and  publish  the  results.  I  can  find  but  one  writer  on 
this  subject  in  our  journals.  Dr.  Zwingenberg,  of  Brandenburg 
(Allgem,  Horn.  Zeitung,  vol.  77,  no.  1),  reports  that  he  treated  all 
his  cases,  during  a  severe  epidemic  of  diphtheria  in  his  neighbor- 
hood, according  to  Grauvogl's  method,  without  losing  a  case.  But 
under  the  treatment  of  the  old  school  there  were  many  deaths.  He 
also  used  the  alcoholic  gargle  as  a  prophylactic,  with  the  best  re- 
sults. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  treating 
another  case  in  the  same  manner,  with  an  equally  favorable  result. 
This  case  occurred  in  a  family  that  had,  several  years  before, 
under  other  treatment,  had  four  of  their  children  attacked  by  diph- 
theria, and  three  of  them  died.  The  patient,  a  healthy  boy  of  six 
years,  had  feverish  symptoms  for  several  days 

Jan.  31.  A  few  slight  patches  on  the  tonsils,  considerable 
fever. 

Feb.  1.     Patient  had  scarcely  slept  all  night,  and  appeared  very 

sick  and  prostrated.     One  mass  of  membrane  extended  over  both 

tonsils,  the  uvula  and  visible  part  of  pharynx.     On  account  of  the 

child's  tender  age  it  seemed  rather  hopeless  to  induce  him  to  use  a 
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gargle.  But  by  perseverance  we  overcame  his  opposition,  and  lie 
used  it  steadily  every  hour  during  the  day,  Arsen?,  being  also  given 
once  an  hour.  At  the  evening  visit  the  membrane  was  beginning  to 
loosen. 

Feb.  2.  Patient  had  passed  a  quieter  night,  membrane  had  dis- 
appeared from  tonsils,  and,  to  some  extent,  from  pharynx.  Continue 
treatment. 

Feb.  3.  Membrane  all  gone  except  a  little  fragment  attached  to 
the  posterior  surface  of  uvula. 

Feb.  4.     The  patient  was  convalescent. 

This  case  was  in  every  respect  of  a  milder  type  than  the  two 
others.  But  there  was  the  same  rapid  disappearance  of  the  mem- 
brane, and  immediate  yielding  of  the  constitutional  symptom.s,  as 
soon  as  the  brandy  gargle  was  used. 

Note  by  the  Editor  of  the  Gazette.  —  Since  perusing  the 
manuscript  of  this  article,  we  have  applied  the  proposed  treatment 
in  a  case  of  scarlatina,  accompanied  by  severe  sore  throat,  with 
gray-colored,  ashy  deposits  covering  both  tonsils.  The  sore  throat 
began  on  the  second  day  of  the  eruption,  and  there  was  consider- 
able glandular  swelling  and  great  prostration ;  and  as  the  patient,  a 
boy  of  eight  years,  was  of  a  highly  scrofulous  diathesis,  the  symp- 
toms were  altogether  alarming.  Weak  brandy  and  water  were 
used  as  the  gargle,  and  proved  very  grateful  to  him.  The  relief 
was  immediate,  and  his  improvement  rapid.  The  swelling  of  the 
glands  diminished,  and  in  two  days  the  deposit  was  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  tonsils.     This  method  is  well  worthy  of  trial. 


PROGRESSIVE  MUSCULAR  ATROPHY. 

BY  GEORGE  F.   BUTMAN,   M.D.,   OF  BOSTON. 

Muscular  atrophy,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  wasting  palsy, 
is  a  disease  which  was  unknown  until  the  present  century.  Sir 
Charles  Bell,  was  the  first  to  call  attention  to  it.  He  remarks 
that  the  disease  is  an  obscure  one,  but  probably  arises  from  defec- 
tive nutrition.     It  is  more  likely  however,  that  it  arises  from  reflex 
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action;  since,  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  discover,  the  nerves  are 
found  to  be  sound  and  healthy,  even  in  the  affected  muscles. 

In  1853,  M.  Cruvelhier  read  his  researches  on  this  singular 
disease  before  the  Academic  de  Medicine  at  Paris ;  and  so  graphic 
was  his  description  that  in  Europe  it  has  since  been  called  Cruvel- 
hier's  atrophy.  Dr.  Brown-Sequard  in  his  work  on  the  Physiol- 
ogy and  Pathology  of  the  Nervous  Centres,  page  156,  remarks: 
''  Reflex  changes  in  nutrition  ought  to  be  known  as  being  amongst 
the  most  frequent  causes  of  many  diseases.  An  irritation  starts 
from  an  excitable  part  of  a  nerve,  it  reaches  the  nervous  centres 
and  thence,  being  reflected  to  a  more  or  less  distant  part  of  the 
body,  it  produces  either  a  contraction  of  a  blood  vessel,  and, 
through  this,  effects  a  diminution  of  nutrition,  or  it  acts  directly 
upon  the  tissues,  and  produces  an  alteration  of  the  interchanges 
between  them  and  the  blood."  Again,  on  page  1 63  of  the  same  work 
under  the  article  Muscular  Atrophy  by  a  Reflex  Action,  he  says : 
^'  My  friend  and  pupil,  M.  Clement  Bonnefin,  is  now  collecting  facts 
of  this  kind,  and  already  he  has  observed  a  great  many ;  he  has 
found  a  very  striking  one  in  which  the  atrophy  was  due  to  a  neu- 
ralgia. Farther  on,  he  says :  "  I  have  seen  two  cases,  one  of  sciatica, 
having  produced  an  atrophy  of  some  of  the  muscles  of  the  leg ;  in 
the  other,  the  pain,  starting  from  the  cicatrix  of  a  wound  on  the 
left  forearm,  has  caused  atrophy  of  both  arms.  In  several  of  the 
cases  of  muscular  atrophy  collected  by  Dr.  W.  Roberts,  there 
is  sufficient  evidence  that  this  condition  of  the  muscles  has 
been  caused  by  reflex  action.  That  the  paralysis  of  atrophied 
muscles  is  not  the  only  cause  of  atrophy  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  this  state  of  the  muscles  has  often  existed  without  paraly- 
sis, and  sometimes  even  when  there  were  convulsions  in  the 
muscles." 

Again,  on  page  176  of  the  same  work,  speaking  of  the 
influences  of  the  nervous  system  upon  nutrition  and  secretions, 
he  says :  "  If  I  had  time,  I  would  show  that  most  of  the  morbid 
changes  which  have  been  attributed  to  paralysis,  do  not  belong  to 
it,  but  are  the  results  of  irritation  upon  either  the  nervous  centres 
or  the  nerves ;  and  that  the  effects  which  are  truly  the  consequences 
of  a  paralysis  are  due  only  in  an  indirect  way  to  the  absence  of 
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nervous  action ;  atrophy  of  muscles  for  instance,  is  chiefly  due  to 
the  state  of  rest." 

Dr.  Garratt,  in  his  work  on  the  Medical  Uses  of  Electricity,  says, 
"  wasting  palsy  is  not  a  self-limited  disease,  but  it  is  rather  a 
chronic  affection,  and  that  in  its  profoundest  signification ;  its  ten- 
dency is  to  death." 

The  invasion  of  this  disease  is  insidious,  its  premonitory  symptom 
being  fatigue.  It  has  been  kfiown  to  attack  children  as  well  as 
adults.  It  is  first  discovered  by  a  diminution  of  muscular  power, 
when  there  is  found  to  exist  a  wasted  condition,  continual  quiver- 
ing of  the  affected  parts,  and  cramping  pains,  extending  from  the 
shoulders  to  the  wrists.  The  disease,  in  the  commencement,  gener- 
ally attacks  the  muscles  of  the  shoulders  and  arms,  and  then  extends 
to  the  other  muscles  of  the  body.  When,  finally,  the  facial  muscles 
are  attacked,  the  case  rapidly  proves  fatal.  Sometimes  the  features 
are  so  completely  changed  that  the  person  affected  cannot  be 
recognized. 

A  very  noticeable  feature  of  the  disease  is  the  condition  of  the 
hands,  more  especially  the  thumbs,  which  have  an  appearance  not 
unlike  claws.  This  is  occasioned  by  the  muscles  connecting  the 
first  and  second  metacarpal  bones  giving  way  while  the  lumbricales 
contract;  at  the  same  time  the  interossei,  thenar  and  hypothenar 
muscles  are  atrophied,  thus  leaving  a  large  hollow  place  in  the 
ball  of  the  thumbs ;  the  extensors  and  flexors  are  then  implicated, 
although  the  former  are  most  liable  to  an  attack.  When  the  latter 
muscles  are  the  seat  of  the  disease,  the  fingers  are  drawn  in  and 
the  hand  is  unable  to  grasp  or  hold. 

As  remarked  before,  the  muscles  of  the  shoulders  are  by  prefer- 
ence attacked  first ;  the  trapezius  after  the  serratus  magnus,  then 
the  rhomboideus ;  next  the  muscles  which  connect  the  scapula  with 
the  thorax  are  seized ;  it  then  spreads  to  the  deltoid,  the  biceps, 
and  lastly  to  the  muscles  of  the  arms  and  hands.  The  muscles  of 
the  shoulders  having  become  atrophied,  the  scapula  is  left  without 
protection,  the  humerus  is  brought  to  the  surface  and  the  acromion 
and.coracoid  processes  become  very  prominent.  The  arms  now 
remain  useless  at  the  sides,  and  the  patient  is  entirely  dependent 
upon  others  for  food  and  assistance.     If  the  disease  becomes  gen- 
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eral;  the  muscles  of  the  lower  extremities  are  affected,  and  the  case 
soon  proves  fatal. 

On  dissection,  the  wasted  muscles  appear  of  a  pale  yellow  color, 
wasted  as  to  a  few  fibres,  reduced  in  volume  to  mere  thin  cords. 
Fatty  degeneration  of  muscular  tissue  takes  place  at  certain  stages 
of  the  disease  and  fills  up  the  parts,  making  the  limbs  look  plump 
and  natural.  If,  however,  the  fat  is  eliminated  as  fast  as  formed 
there  is  a  marked  emaciation. 

The  following  case  is  a  perfect  type  of  progressive  palsy,  or 

muscular  atrophy :     Mr. ,  age  thirty-seven,  with  black  hair, 

dark  complexion,  nervous-bilious  temperament,  weight,  when  in 
health,  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  belongs  to  a  healthy  family 
with  no  appearance  of  a  chronic  disease.  The  symptoms  showed 
themselves  in  the  summer  of  1862,  commencing  with  what  was 
supposed  at  the  time  to  be  a  rheumatic  affection  of  the  muscles  of 
the  shoulders,  brought  on  by  taking  cold  after  over-exertion.  The 
tonicity  of  the  muscles  decreased  until  the  arms  hung  powerless  at 
the  sides.  The  other  muscles  of  the  body  were  more  or  less  simi- 
larly affected.  In  this  way  the  case  went  on  with  variable  results, 
sometimes  seeming  to  improve  and  then  relapsing  to  the  old  con- 
dition, each  relapse  however  leaving  the  patient  in  a  state  more 
difficult  to  rally  from.  He  was  most  of  the  time  under  the  care  of 
one  or  more  physicians. 

He  came  under  my  charge  in  August  1867.  At  that  time,  he 
was  in  as  bad  a  condition  as  when  ill  five  years  before.  I  found 
him  on  the  bed,  very  much  emaciated  and  greatly  prostrated, 
excessively  nervous,  with  no  appetite;  bowels  constipated,  and 
with  complete  loss  of  muscular  power.  He  was  entirely  dependent 
upon  others  in  his  wants.  The  muscles  of  the  back  were  very 
much  atrophied,  while  these  of  the  arms  and  hands  had  the  appear- 
ance of  a  band  of  ribbons.  The  muscles  of  the  lower  extremities, 
in  a  great  degree  partook  of  the  same  atrophied  condition  with  the 
upper  extremities.  There  was  a  continual  quivering  of  the  atro- 
phied parts,  cramps  in  the  feet  and  legs,  with  a  painful  aching  of 
the  muscles  of  the  shoulders  and  arms.  There  was  dimness  of 
vision,  especially  of  the  right  eye.  The  case  looked  anything  but 
encouraging.     An  injection  of  warm  soap-suds  was  given  to  relieve 
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the  constipation,  and  to  gain  time  to  study  up  a  remedy  to  meet 
the  case. 

Under  Calcarea  carhonica  I  found  the  following  symptoms :  de- 
pression of  spirits ;  weeping  mood ;  dim-sightedness ;  constipation, 
stools  scanty  and  hard  j  nightly  lacerating  and  drawing  pains  in 
the  arms ;  sudden  faintness  of  the  arms  like  paralysis ;  numbness, 
(the  German  expression  is  "  extinction  "  or  "dying  off")  of  the 
hands  when  clutching  something;  numbness  of  the  fingers  and  dy- 
ing off  of  the  same ;  want  of  mobility  of  the  fingers ;  heaviness  of 
the  legs,  cramps  of  the  legs,  also  emaciation ;  visible  quivering  of 
the  skin;  drawing,  lacerating  pains  in  the  right  arm  from  the 
shoulder  to  the  hand ;  deadness  of  the  hands  when  grasping  any- 
thing.    These  symptoms  covered  the  case  completely. 

I  therefore  prescribed  Calc,  carb.^,  a  powder  every  three  hours 
at  first,  and  afterwards  at  longer  intervals.  He  immediately  began 
to  improve  and  has  continued  to  do  so  without  any  relapse  up  to 
the  present  tim3.  The  muscles  have  resumed  their  natural  size 
and  position ;  and  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  awkwardness  of 
the  fingers,  he  has  the  appearance  of  one  in  perfect  health. 


CLINICAL   EXPERIENCES. 

BY  THOMAS  F.   POMEROY,  M.D.,   OF  DETROIT,   ]\nCH. 

Dr.  Holcombe's  "  Experiments  with  the  highest  dilutions  "  in  the 
Jan.  No.  of  the  Gazette  attracted  my  attention,  and  greatly  ex- 
cited my  interest.  They  have  led  me  to  briefly  relate  a  few  cases  of 
my  own  which  may  be  of  interest,  particularly  because  their  relation 
will  add  somewhat  of  justification  of  his  course  and  of  force  to  his 
ideas  as  expressed  in  the  first  portion  of  his  communication,  viz, 
"  I  give  all  kinds  of  medicines  in  all  kinds  of  doses."  How  low 
down  the  Doctor  goes  with  his '  material  doses,'  does  not  appear,  but 
how  high  up,  is  quite  satisfactorily  manifest ;  yet  after  all  he  may 
do  himself  great  injustice  in  accepting  the  somewhat  opprobrious 
title  of  "  mongrel  "  from  "  allopaths  and  ultra-homoeopaths."  I 
think  his  statements  made  in  that  communication,  and  his  evident 
candor,  show  his  purpose  to  arrive  intelligently  at  the  truth,  and 
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that  he  has  done  so.    His  experience  has  carried  him  higher  up  than 
I  have  yet  dared;  and  probably  lower  down,  towards  allopathy. 

On  or  about  Sept.  17,  1867,  a  miserable  little  fellow  was  put 
under  my  care ;  he  was  about  sixteen  months  old,  and  had  but  very 
recently  lost  his  mother,  a  victim  of  consumption.  A  scrofulous  consti- 
tution had  evidently  been  his  inheritance.  I  cannot  accurately 
describe  his  appearance;  when  first  I  saw  him,  his  face  was 
that  of  a  little  old  man,  shrivelled  and  dried  up,  expressive  only  of 
premature  suffering,*  the  cranium  was  enlarged,  the  anterior  fontanel 
still  unclosed,  the  eyes  and  mouth  drawn  down,  and  the  latter 
open  with  a  semi-idiotic  expression ;  the  neck  thin  and  scrawny, 
as  if  it  was  only  a  stem  to  attach  the  head  to  the  trunk,  which  exhibited 
a  corresponding  appearance  of  emaciation.  The  abdomen  was 
greatly  enlarged  both  anteriorly  and  laterally,  and  considerably 
indurated ;  the  spine  had  a  decided  lateral  curvature ;  and  the 
legs,  the  appearance  of  which  completes  this  picture  of  the  objec- 
tive symptoms  which  this  distressed  and  distressing  little  patient 
exhibited,  were  mere  sticks, — appendages  wholly  disproportionate 
in  size,  even  to  his  greatly  emaciated  body.  Besides  all  this,  the 
little  fellow  was  undergoing  dentition,  with  all  this  deficient 
supply  and  misappropriation  of  the  proper  element  for  the  pro- 
duction of  teeth. 

The  diagnosis  was  not  difficult  with  this  history  and  condition 
present,  the  treatment  did  not  admit  of  a  great  deal  of  doubt ; — not 
nearly  as  much  as  its  result.  I  gave  him  Calcarea  carh.^.  Oc- 
tober 15,  repeated  the  same  prescription,  also  on  November  30. 
Improvement  began  within  three  weeks,  and  has  continued  to  the 
present  time ;  all  of  the  symptoms  above-enumerated  had  disap- 
peared by  the  1st  January  1868,  and  he  is  now,  and  has  been  for 
months  as  well  and  as  hearty  and  robust  a  boy  as  you  would  wish 
to  see.  He  has  since  required  less  medical  attention  than  children 
of  ordinarily  healthy  constitution. 

This  case  exhibits  the  lower  attenuation  phase.  His  sister,  who 
was  some  years  older,  and,  of  scrofulous  constitutional  taint  also, 
manifested  principally  in  enlargement  and  induration  of  the  cervical 
glands,  was  cured  of  these  by  Brom.^^^,  administered  April  4,  May  12, 
and  June  10,  1868,  and  occasionally,  for  a  few  months  more,  after 
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having  used  lodium  and  Cdlc,  c.^,  with  no  benefit.  The  Brom.^^^  was 
prescribed  at  the  suggestion  of  our  friend  and  colleague  Dr.  Car- 
roll Dunham,  of  New  York ;  and  to  him  belongs  the  credit.  But 
I  have  cured  several  cases  of  chronic  diarrhoea,  in  persons  of  various 
ages,  one  over  sixty-five,  with  Podoph.^^^,  (where  in  the  lower  at- 
tenuations, it  being  manifestly  the  remedy  indicated,  it  failed  to 
produce  other  than  palliative  effects,)  and  other  chronic  conditions 
with  two-hundredth  dilutions,  sufficiently  to  illustrate  the  truth- 
fulness of  Dr.  Holcombe's  statements  and  deductions.  I  however 
use  mainly  in  my  practice  the  twenty-first  centesimal,  going  lower  or 
higher  as  my  judgment  or  convenience  may  indicate.  I  confess 
that  I  am  somewhat  skeptical  as  to  those  very  high  attenuations ; 
and  I  am  wholly  set  against  "  doctoring  "  with  crude  drugs  a  la  al- 
lopathy. I  believe  most  firmly  that  the  correct  application  of  the 
homoeopathic  law  demands  imperatively  a  greater  or  less  degree  of 
attenuation  for  the  exhibition  of  its  best  effect, — we  might  say,  its 
legitimate  results.  The  necessity  for  toleration,  as  well  as  for 
patient  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  friends  and  exponents  of 
homoeopathy' is  equally  apparent,  and  these  conditions  should  be 
fulfilled  intelligently  and  without  any  preconceived  notions  or 
belief.  It  is  only  thus  that  we  can  hope  to  truthfully,  and  success- 
fully illustrate  the  superiority  of  our  system  of  therapeutics  over  all 
others,  and  to  confer  those  benefits  upon  our  race  that  are  inherent 
in  it. 

Detroit,  January,  19,  1869. 


PROFESSOR  LOOMIS'  OVUM  AND  BULLET  FORCEPS. 

BY  I.   T.   TALBOT,   M.D.,   OF  BOSTON. 

This  instrument  was  introduced  to  the  profession  fn  1853  by  its 
worthy  and  talented  inventor,  whose  death  occurred  the  following 
year.  Unfortunately  he  was  induced  to  obtain  a  patent  on  it, 
hoping  thereby  to  secure  any  pecuniary  benefits  which  might  arise 
from  his  invention ;  but,  as  is  usually  the  case  when  a  patent  is  applied 
to  surgical  instruments,  it  cost  him  no  little  expense  and  trouble  dur- 
ing his  life  without  receiving  any  remuneration,  and  the  invention 
was  very  generally  neglected  by  the  profession  after  his  death. 
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The  patent  having  now  expired,  it  seems  very  important  that  so 
valuable  an  instrument  should  be  generally  known  to  the  pro- 
fession. 

There  is  perhaps  no  position  in  which  the  accoucheur  finds  him- 
self so  much  embarrassed  as  when,  in  cases  of  abortion,  the  pla- 
centa, partially  detached,  is  retained  within  the  uterus. 

The  hemorrhage  which  ensues,  frequently  to  an  alarming  and 
dangerous  extent,  often  continues  for  days  or  even  weeks,  until 
the  patient  is  completely  exhausted.  As  many  means  of  relief  as 
the  fertile  invention  of  accoucheurs  could  devise,  have  been  sug- 
gested ;  warm  baths,  cold  baths-,  injections  of  every  variety,  ergot, 
the  tampon,  dilatation  with  sponge  tents,  a  vast  number  of  surgical 
instruments,  etc.,  etc.,  all  of  which  have  proved  ineffectual. 

In  order  to  remove  an  ovum  or  placenta  under  such  conditions, 
an  instrument  is  required  small  enougli  to  be  easily  introduced  into 
the  uterus,  through  the  partially  dilated  os  uteri,  and  yet  suffi- 
ciently large  and  strong  to  detach,  seize  and  hold  the  placenta  or 
ovum, — objects  difficult  to  combine  in  a  single  instrument.  These 
are  perfectly  accomplished  by  Prof.  Loomis'  forceps,  represented 
in  the  following  drawing : 


Figure  1  represents  the  instj-ument  as  closed,  the  two  blades  a 
and  h  closely  fitting  together.  In  this  position,  the  instrument  is 
not  more  than  a  half  inch  in  width,  and  a  third  in  thickness,  and 
can  easily  pass  the  partially  dilated  os  uteri.  The  blade  a  has  the 
power  of  rotation,  as  well  as  opening,  at  the  joint  c,  so  that,  when 
in  the  closed  state  it  has  entered  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  by 
slightly  opening  and  rotating  the  movable  blade,  the  curved  portion 
of  the  blade  passes  along  in  close  contact  with  the  internal  surface 
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of  the  uterus,  detaching  the  placenta  or  ovum,  and,  on  compressing 
the  handles,  holds  it  firmly,  so  that  it  may  be  withdrawn  with  the 
instrument.  The  practical  use  of  this  instrument  has  fully  proved 
its  great  value.     Figure  2  represents  the  instrument  opened. 

By  changing  slightly  the  curve  of  the  blades,  Prof.  Loomis  con- 
sidered this  instrument  adapted  to  the  extraction  of  bullets  or  sim- 
ilar foreign  bodies,  which  have  penetrated  to  deep  or  vital  parts, 
where  it  would  be  impossible  to  reach  them  by  means  of  an  inci- 
sion. When  closed,  the  instrument  is  very  small,  and  might  follow 
in  the  track  of  the  bullet  without  danger  of  wounding  any  vessels. 
On  reaching  the  bullet,  the  end  of  the  blade  may  be  passed  along- 
side of  it,  when  the  rotary  motion  encloses  the  bullet  between  the 
blades,  and  it  can  then  be  easily  withdrawn.  The  use  of  the 
instrument,  however,  for  this  purpose  is,  I  fear,  quite  theoretical, 
but  its  practical  value  has  been  proved  in  a  large  number  of  cases 
of  retained  placenta  in  abortion. 

At  my  suggestion,  Codman  and  Shurtleff  have  recently  manufac- 
tured and  have  for  sale  a  supply  of  these  instruments. 


INFLUENZAS. 

BY  C.   NEIDHARD,   M.D.,   OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

These  epidemic  colds,  affecting  a  whole  community  during  winter, 
— these  manifestations  of  an  unknown  world,  are  (as  is  now  generally 
conceded)  not  merely  the  effects  of  cold  weather,  but  are  caused 
by  some  H  deleterious  agent  floating  in  the  air,  generally  the  pro- 
duct of  a  damp,  moist  atmosphere.  They  fasten  themselves  upon 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  and  throat  with  a  desperate 
grasp.  However  carefully  we  may  study  the  symptoms  (which  is 
no  easy  task  with  our  sixty  remedies  for  fluent  coryza,  forty  reme- 
dies for  sneezing,  and  fortj^-five  for  obstruction  of  the  nose),  the 
true  characteristics  for  each  particular  case,  with  all  our  seeking, 
are  often  difficult  to  discover. 

In  a  long  course  of  practice  I  have  always  been  able  to  mitigate 
the  symptoms,  but  hardly  ever  to  arrest  their  progress,  if  once 
fully  established.     Old  women's  remedies,   herb   teas,   which   of 
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jcourse  generally  act  on  the  homoeopathic  principle,  have  often  been 
equally  successful  with  ordinary  homoeopathic  remedies. 

If  we  were  better  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  specific 
poisons  in  the  atmosphere  affecting  the  mucous  membrane  in  this 
powerful  manner,  we  should  be  better  able  to  meet  them  by  the 
specific  homoeopathic  antidote. 

We  may  study  the  characteristic  symptoms  with  intense  earnest- 
ness. Some  have  fluent  coryza  with,  and  others  without  sneezing. 
There  are  cases  accompanied  by  headache,  whilst  others  are  with- 
out it.  Again,  the  discharge  from  the  nose  also  differs ;  it  is  watery, 
thick,  or  greenish;  in  some  cases  there  is  a  complete  obstruction. 
Nevertheless  we  are  often  able  to  only  relieve  these  symptoms  with 
a  well  chosen  homoeopathic  remedy.  We  are  contented  if  the 
natural  course  of  the  disease  can  be  abridged  from  one  to  two 
weeks. 

But  the  specific  method,  when  arrived  at  its  full  development, 
ought  to  be  able  to  annihilate  them,  not  only  at  the  outset  but 
during  any  stage  of  their  progress,  by  the  proper  antidote.  There 
must  be  some  general  remedies,  perhaps  not  to  be  given  in  too 
small  doses,  which  will  antidote  these  poisons  in  the  air,  attacking 
the  mucous  membrane  with  such  severity.  Dr.  Salisbury  found 
sixty-five  (65)  definite  morphological  characteristics  and  bodies  in 
a  drop  of  blood,  and  he  made  over  thirty-five  thousand  (35,000) 
examinations  of  blood,  some  of  these  examinations,  extending  over 
half  a  day's  time.  We  shall  probably  one  day  know,  what  definite 
changes  in  the  blood  co-exist  with  a  cold.  In  that  case  the 
specific  method  can  be  directed  against  them. 

Regarding  the  treatment  of  these  affections,  it  is  generally  known 
that  a  good  dose  of  Camphor,  given  at  the  very  outset  of  the 
influenza,  will  often  arrest  its  progress,  but  not  during  the  second 
stage.  The  same  favorable  result  has  been  observed  of  a  mixture 
of  vinegar  and  alcohol.  These  facts  are  too  empirical ;  we  ought 
to  be  able  to  give  scientific  reasons  for  this  beneficial  action  of 
these  remedies. 

My  own  experience  I  will  here  communicate.  One  of  my 
students  once  made  a  proving  of  wood  naphthi  and  obtained  a 
complete  fac-simile  of  a  severe  cold  in  the  head  —  running  of  the 
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nosG;  violent  sneezing,  etc.  Ever  since  then  I  have  employed  this 
remedy  in  colds  of  the  head,  giving  several  drops  of  the  first  dilu- 
tion at  a  time.  As  usual;  it  has  not  relieved  all  cases.  Allium 
cepa  is  the  best  remedy  when  the  eyes  are  afiected  with  the  coryza, 
and  when  the  cold  has  a  tendency  to  extend  to  i:he  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  larynx.  For  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  eyes  with 
redness  of  the  conjunctiva  and  sclerotic  coat  of  the  eye  Fhytolacca 
decandra  deserves  attention.  For  similar  cases  Euphrasia  is  often 
presented.  For  headaches  over  the  eyes,  so  common  in  severe  colds, 
Lycopodium  and  Sidphur  are  indicated.  Arsenicum  holds  the  first 
place  where  the  discharge  is  thin,  watery  and  very  abundant,  exco- 
riating the  skin.  Silicia  and  particularly  Silicate  of' lime,  in  many 
scrofulous  patients,  with  thick  yellowish  discharge  is  also  a  remedy 
of  great  power.  To  these  symptoms  may  be  added,  as  an  indiication 
for  the  application  of  Silicia,  obstruction  of  the  nose  and  loss  of 
smell.  When  the  disease  has  reached  the  bronchia,  various  remedies 
come  into  play ;  these  must  be  selected  with  great  care ;  and,  as  the 
mucous  membrane  is  the  seat  of  the  disease,  in  not  too  small  a 
dose. 

In  the  diphtheritic  cold,  affecting  the  schneiderian  membrane  and 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  throat,  the  latter  being  merely  covered 
by  a  veil-like  membrane  in  a  much  slighter  way  than  the  actual 
diphtheria,  the  Chloride  of  lime  is  of  the  highest  importance,  as  it 
will  cure  such  cases  more  thoroughly  than  any  other  remedy.* 

Another  remedy  of  superior  efiicacy  in  a  common  cold  is  the  Am- 
monium  phosphoricum,  of  which  I  have  made  a  proving  on  myself 
and  others.  The  characteristic  symptoms  for  its  exhibition  are  the 
following :  sneezing  with  excessive  running  from  the  nose  and  eyes 
only  in  the  morning ;  after  which  a  deep  rough  cough  supervenes 
with  greenisli  expectoration;  then   again  the   sneezing,  as  before 

*  In  the  meetings  of  different  medical  societies,  diplitlieria  forms  a  frequent 
topic  of  their  discussions  and  many  remedies  \\\ie  Apis  mellifica,  Carbolic  acid 
and  others  are  mentioned  as  having  been  useful  in  this  disease.  Few  have 
as  yet  ventured  to  try  the  Chloride  of  lime.  Still,  my  later  experience  confirms  me 
in  regard  to  its  superiority  over  all  other  remedies  in  this  disease.  I  would 
like  to  see  it  fully  tested  by  others  also. 

Were  it  not  for  the  difficulty  of  making  people  prove  a  medicine  with  such 
a  disagreeable  taste  I  would  long  ago  have  instituted  provings  with  it,  which 
are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  verification  of  its  action  ah  usu  in  morbis. 


EPIDEMIC    INFLUENZA.  85 

mentioned ;    coldness   at   the  least    draught  of  air ;    rose-colored 
sediment  from  the  urine. 

I  trust  that  this  article  may  induce  other  practitioners  to  give 
their  experience  in  this  annoying  complaint. 


EPIDEMIC   INFLUENZA. 

BY  JAMES   B.    BELL,   M.D.,    OF   AUGUSTA,   ME. 

The  present  epidemic  of  influenza,  so  prevalent  throughout  the 
most  of  New  England,  has  been  characterized  in  this  section,  by 
the  following  symptoms : 

Eawness  and  scraping  in  the  pharynx,  worse  toward  evening. 

Hawking  of  mucus  in  the  morning. 

Fluent  coryza,  with  great  dulness  of  the  head,  and  sleepiness,  rkore 
during  the  day,  and  after  meals. 

Blowing  of  blood  from  the  nose,  profuse  hemorrhages  from  the 
nose  and  mouth.    ~ 

Much  sneezing,  frequent  alternation  of  fluent  and  dry  coryza. 

Sensitiveness  of  the  region  of  the  liver,  with  stitches  there. 

Hoarseness,  rawness  in  the  larynx  and  trachea.  Cough,  excited 
by  tickling  in  the  chest,  generally  dry  in  the  evening  and  night, 
with  mucous  expectoration  in  the  morning  and  during  the  day, 
aggravated  by  talking  and  laughing;  by  crying  (of  children) ; 
by  lying  on  the  back  or  left  side. 

Much  fever  and  thirst. 

These  symptoms  are  all  found  in  the  proving  of  Phosphorus,  and 
this  proves  to  be  the  remedy  for  the  genius  epidemicus.  Phos.^^^ 
has  accomplished  all  that  could  be  desired  in  nearly  every  case  in 
which  1  have  used  it ;  reducing  the  duration  of  this  "  self-limited  " 
affection,  from  the  usual  time  of  two  or  three  weeks,  to  the  more 
agreeable  space  of  three  or  four  days. 

In  a  few  cases  I  have  used  Pidsatilla,  the  indications  for  which 
were,  great  obstruction  of  the  nose  with  cough ;  woj^se  at  night  and 
when  lying  down,  and  better  in  the  open  air.  All  these  were 
women  and  female  children. 

The  hemorrhages  have  been  very  profuse  and  alarming,  in  some 

cases,  but  have  not  returned  after  the  first  dose  of  Phosphorus. 
•  ni. — VOL.  IV.  9* 
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Of  course,  very  few  cases  have  presented  all  the  symptoms  of 
the  epidemic ;  but,  these  once  obtained,  indicated  the  remedy  in 
every  case,  unless  contra-indicated  by  other  symptoms. 

The  pathology  of  the  epidemic  has  so  evidently  involved  the 
liver,  that,  among  our  old  school  friends,  the  calomel  bottle  has  not 
been  idle. 


®Ite  §m  (Bn^lmA  ^dml  (BimtU. 


BOSTON,    MARCH    1869. 

We  insert  in  this  number  of  the  Gazette  an  article  from  the  pen  of 
a  well-known  and  forcible  writer,  on  the  subject  of  ''  Women  as*  Phy- 
sicians," not  because  this  journal  is  to  be  the  organ  of  "reform"  in 
this  direction  ;  but,  inasmuch  as  the  ''  leading  social  problem  "  of  the 
day,  whenever  it  impinges  on  the  profession,  is  of  special  interest  to 
physicians,  we,  as  members  of  the  progressive  school  of  medicine,  are 
quite  ready  to  listen  to  any  clear  or  well  deduced  argument  on  this 
subject. 

But  it  seems  to  us  that  the  question  is  not,  whether  it  is  proper 
for  women  to  practise  medicine ;  nor  whether  they  are  mentally  or 
physically  competent  to  do  so ;  nor  yet  whether  we  are  willing  to 
allow  women  to  enter  the  medical  profession.  These  questions 
have  been  taken  out  of  our  hands  and  decided  by  the  three  hundred 
women  alrcad}^  in  active  and,  in  many  cases,  successful  and  lucrative 
practice  in  the  United  States.  It  having  been  settled  then,  that 
women  will  practise  medicine,  and  that  the  public  will  emplo}^  them, 
it  should  be  considered  whether  the  profession  shall  aid  these  women 
to  a  thorough  medical  education  by  giving  them  access  to  the  col- 
leges, societies,  and  all  the  honors,  privileges  and  amenities  of  the 
profession,  or  refuse  these  essential  means  of  education  and  strength, 
throw  obstacles  and  discouragements  in  their  wa}'',  and  ignore  them  ;  or, 
in  the  fact  of  their  undoubted  success,  give  a  tardy  and  ungracious 
recognition  of  their  merits.  Is  it  right,  is  it  liberal,  is  it  generous  in 
the  profession  to  compel  them,  unassisted  and  un welcomed,  to  walk  a 
path  in  which  many  a  strong  man,  aided  by  traditional,  hereditary 
and  professional  rights,  often  falters  and  sometimes  fails  altogether? 

It  is  a  question  too  for  our   school  to  decide  whether  we  will  pur- 
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sue  towards  women  as  physicians  the  same  course  of  ridicule,  detrac- 
tion and  opposition,  which  our  opponents  have  seen  fit  to  extend  to  us. 

HoMCEOPATHic  LITERATURE.  —  We  sec  it  statcd,  that  in  the  United 
States  there  is  one  eclectic  medical  journal  for  every  two  thousand 
of  its  practitioners  ;  one  allopathic  journal  for  every  on,e  thousayid  of 
that  class,  while  the  homoeopathists  sustain  a  journal  for  every  Jive 
hundred  physicians.  This  is  significant,  and  serves  to  corroborate 
what  has  often  been  asserted  in  regard  to  the  more  than  average 
intelligence  of  the  e:5:ponents  of  homoeopathy.  It  also  evidences  their 
assiduity  and  enthusiasm  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  med- 
ical science  through  the  acknowledged  powerful  medium  of  periodical 
literature.  But  the  difference  is  not  so  great  in  the  relative  number 
of  journals  as  in  the  use  made  of  them.  There  are  very  few  homoeo- 
pathic physicians  who  do  not  take  one  or  two  allopathic,  and  twice  as 
many  homoeopathic  journals,  all  of  which  are  read  with  care  and 
attention.  This  fact  contributes  greatly  to  the  progressive  character 
of  our  school,  and  the  leading  members  of  it  are,  and  will  be,  those 
who  read  the  current  medical  literature  most  extensively  and  carefully. 
To  make  that  literature  still  more  valuable,  and  still  better  worthy 
the  attention  it  receives,  should  be  the  ambition  of  every  member  of 
our  school. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

WOMEN   AS    PHYSICIANS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  New  England  Medical  Gazette : 

I  am  not  a  homoeopathist ;  indeed,  I  do  not  think  I  am  any  sort  of 
an  ist  at  all.  I  am  only  one  of  those  who  desire  to  stand  in  the  cur- 
rent of  God's  providence  and  take  all  the  blessings  its  successive 
waves  may  bring.  I  think  the  rnmn  current  holds  the  mam  truth  of 
both  theory  and  experience  ;  but  it  often  grows  sluggish  in  the  pleas- 
ant meadows,  and  needs  the  reformatory  influence  of  the  mountain 
streams  that  dash  into  it  here  and  there  with  such  invigorating  hurry. 
I  thank  homoeopathy  then  for  many  a  stout  push  given  to  the  slow 
stream.  I  thank  it  for  the  stress  laid  on  diet,  water,  exercise  ;  for 
the  dependence  placed  upon  natural  laws,  and  for  many  new  medi- 
cines brought  into  use.  I  have  heard  some  physicians  insist  that  our 
Pharmacopoeia  owes  literally  nothing  to  Hahnemann  and  his  followers. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  books  might  say,  but  I  do  know  practically 
that  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  homoeopathy  for  new  remedies.  I  can- 
not tell  what  the  Egyptian  mysteries  with  the  sign  of  Jupiter  prefixed 
may  have  hidden  from  my  profane  eyes  ;  but  I  do  know  that  I  now  use 
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Aconite  where  I  once  used  Nitre^  Belladonna  where  I  had  nothing,  and 
Mercurius  and  Lachesis  where  I  once  grasped  wildly  at  a  blue  pill. 

Now  these  things  had  led  me  to  believe  that  Hahnemann  meant  to 
be  the  prophet  of  reform.  I  hoped  that  the  homoeopaths  would  seek 
the  sympathies  of  progressive  people,  who  alone  can  impart  vigor  to 
new  movements  ;  and  I  have  been  a  good  deal  surprised  at  the  attitude 
of  its  medical  society  towards  women.  When  it  was  proposed,  not 
long  ago,  that  Mrs.  Merc}^  Jackson  should  become  a  member,  the 
debate  was  very  entertaining  to  those  of  us  who  knew  the  woman. 
One  3^oung  man  thought  that  the  whole  proper  duty  of  the  sex  was  to 
bear  and  rear  children !  Why,  Mrs.  Jackson  had  brought  thirteen 
into  the  world  and  reared  them  carefully  before  he  was  born,  and  had 
been  actually  pressed  into  the  medical  profession  by  the  demands  her 
believing  neighbors  made  upon  her  time  and  sympathy !  She  was 
not  a  rich  woman.  If  her  whole  life  was  to  be  spent  for  others,  why 
not  for  a  remuneration,  like  that  of  the  physician  ?  And  here  was  cer- 
tainly one  young  man  not  altogether  fitly  reared,  although  his  mother 
might  not  be  a  doctor  ! 

Let  us  look  the  question  in  the  face  for  a  few  moments.  Th'e  best 
phj'sicians  are  the  most  sympathetic  men.  In  women  sympathy  is 
active  ;  —  we  all  know  what  tricks  it  plays  them  in  hysteria.  There 
are  a  great  number  of  common  diseases  which  men  and  women  can 
treat  with  equal  success ;  but  when  we  come  to  diseases  special  to  a 
sex  or  unusual  in  themselves  the  case  is  different.  After  the  experi- 
ence of  La  Chapelle,  Cfaarriere  and  a  host  of  others  I  suppose  all  edu- 
cated men  will  admit  their  capacity  as  midwives.  The  opposition 
which  Dr.  John  C.  Warren  encountered  when  he  brought  Mrs.  Alex- 
ander from  Edinboro',  fort}^  years  ago,  has  come  to  an  end. 

Gestation  is  a  process  of  life  and  health,  not  a  symptom  of  disease. 
The  majority  of  women  need  just  a  little  help  from  an  intelligent 
woman  at  the  moment  of  parturition,  and  then  nothing  but  leave  to 
get  strong  in  peace.  For  perplexed  cases  there  should  be  highly 
educated  students  of  both  sexes  until  the  strength  and  education  of 
women  have  been  proved  by  long  experience  to  be  equal  to  all  emergen- 
cies. In  the  face  of  death,  prejudices  disappear  and  sex  is  forgotten  ; 
but  in  the  healthy  flow  of  daily  life  intrusion  is  readily  felt  to  be  imper- 
tinent. 

My  own  opinion  is  that  the  reformation  of  female  criminals  and  the 
annihilation  of  female  diseases  can  only  be  brought  about  by  women 
themselves.  After  a  great  deal  of  experience,  I  am  convinced  that  no 
woman  who  has  led  an  impure  life  can  be  herself,  that  is,  be  in  a  normal 
condition,  in  the  presence  of  a  man  ;  no  matter  how  sacred  his  motive  in 
seeking  her,  she  cannot  be  completely  undisturbed.  Women  who  are 
familar  with  her  usual  aspect  see  the  immediate  change  when  he  ap- 
proaches. This  remark  is  not  irrelevant.  What  is  true  psychologically 
is  also  true  phj^sically,  and  for  the  same  reason.  Whatever  the  occult 
sexual  laws  may  be  that  determine  the  matter,  it  is  certain  that  the 
diseases  popularly  known  as  women's  diseases  create  a  morbid  activity 
of  the  senses  in  the  purest  women.  This  is  openl}'  admitted  fact  in 
hysteria,  and  it  is  equally  true  of  all  uterine  diseases.   A  woman's  pres- 
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ence  in  the  sick  chamber  is  the  only  presence  possible  without  some 
complication  of  s^'mptoms,  some  aggravation  of  the  disorder.  This 
complication  and  aggravation  lie  outside  the  patient's  will ;  they  may 
be  an  extreme  mortification  to  her,  but  they  will  have  to  be  consid- 
ered nevertheless. 

The  first  reason  then  for  educating  women  as  physicians  is 
the  desirableness  of  offering  them  relief  pure  and  simple,  — 
relief  free  from  unwonted  excitement  or  perplexing  disturbance. 
Another  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  a  vast  amount  of  female  dis- 
eases is  merely  simulated.  It  is  not  the  less  disease  because  it  is 
neither  functional  nor  organic  and  is  only  the  outgrowth  of  pampered 
imagination  or  false  living ;  but  men,  themselves  a  disturbing  influ- 
ence, rarely  discover  that  it  is  simulated.  They  pity  the  patient. 
They  cannot  tell,  as  women  can,  that  a  mental  stimulus,  a  moral 
purpose  or  a  moved  nature  will  do  more  than  medicine.  But  a  still 
stronger  reason  may  be  found  in  the  impossibility  of  any  man's  pene- 
trating the  mysteries  of  an  organism  which  he  does  not  share. 
Possessed  of  an  immense  plexus  of  nerves  of  which  he  knows  nothing, 
women  are  sensitive  to  a  thousand  pains  and  responsive  to  a  thousand 
remedies  of  which  he  cannot  dream. 

I  look  for  a  time  when  women,  educated  to  the  care  of  women,  — 
men,  educated  to  the  care  of  men ;  and  both  trained  thoroughly  in 
general  anatomy,  shall  supplement  each  other's  deficiencies  in  a  way 
not  now  considered  possible,  and  medicine,  as  a  science,  will  move  for- 
ward with  gigantic  strides.  But  until  women  are  educated  as  thor- 
oughly as  men,  physicians  will  feel  no  respect  for  the  testimony  they 
bear.  But  women  have  already  done  much  for  the  science  of  medi- 
cine.    Let  these  facts  speak  for  themselves. 

Madame  Fran9oise,  the  midwife  of  Catharine  de'  Medici,  lectured 
ably  to  students  of  both  sexes.  James  Guillemeau  was  a  French  sur- 
geon of  eminence,  who  died  in  1613  ;  but  the  obstetrical  observations 
which  gave  value  to  his  books  were  contributed  by  Madame  Per- 
ronne. 

Louise  Boursier  Bourgeois,  born  in  1580,  published  a  book  on  the 
"  True  Causes  of  Uterine  Hemorrhage,"  which  produced  an  entire 
change  in  the  practice  of  her  day. 

It  was  to  the  Countess  de  Cinchon,  and  the  influence  which  she 
used  at  every  court  in  Europe,  and  finally  at  the  court  of  Rome,  that 
the  world  owed  the  use  of  Peruvian  bark,  and  consequently  of  quinine. 
Its  earl}^  name,  "Jesuit's  bark,"  showed  one  step  of  her  process. 

See  "  Anastasis  Corticis  Peruviani,  seu  Chinse  Defensis."  Genoa, 
1661. 

Madame  Breton  patented  a  system  of  artificial  nourishment  for  in- 
fants, in  use  in  France  as  late  as  1830. 

At  the  early  age  of  twenty-four,  and  in  the  year  1736,  Elizabeth 
Blackwell,  of  London,  published  a  work  on  medical  botany.  It  was 
in  three  volumes,  folio,  well  illustrated,  and  was  the  first  of  its  kind 
in  any  country. 

Madame  Ducondray,  born  at  Paris  in  1712,  was  the  first  lecturer 
who  used  a  mannikin,  which   she  herself  invented  and  perfected. 
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Physicians  persist  in  ignoring  this  fact,  although  it  was  publicly  ap- 
proved by  the  French  Academy  of  Surgeons,  Dec.  1,  1758. 

Morandi,  born  at  Bologna  in  1716,  and  Beheron,  born  at  Paris  in 
1730,  invented  and  perfected  the  use  of  wax  preparations  to  repre- 
sent diseases.  Beheron's  collection  was  purchased  by  Catharine  II.  of 
Russia,  and  went  to  St.  Petersburg.  Hunter  acknowledged  his  obli- 
gations to  her.  Morandi's  collection  at  Bologna  was  visited  and  per- 
haps purchased  by  Joseph  II.  She  was  professor  of  anatomy  at  the 
university. 

Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montagu  introduced  inoculation  into  Europe 
in  1721,  and  the  intelligent  observation  of  a  farmer's  wife  led  Dr. 
Jenner  to  his  experiments  with  vaccine  matter. 

The  history  of  similar  contributions  to  medical  science  is  too  long 
to  be  written  here.  Doubtless  many  other  facts  sui'vive,  if  I  had 
time  to  collect  them.  My  attention  was  first  drawn  to  them  b}^  Dr. 
H.  I.  Bowditch,  who  sent  me  a  book  upon  the  subject,  published  at 
Paris  in  1840. 

When  we  consider  the  persistent  opposition  of  men,  and  the  want 
of  general  education,  have  we  any  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  the 
record?  Caroline  H.  Dall. 

141  Warren  Avenue,  Feb.  1,  1869. 

PROFESSIONAL   EDUCATION   OF   HOMCEOPATHISTS. 

Mr.  Editor,  —  In  a  recent  number  of  that  energetic  and  generally 
cheerful  journal,  the  Medical  Invesligator^  there  appeared  a  letter 
from  that  veteran  in  our  cause,  Dr.  Gra}^,  of  New  York,  who  fears 
that  we  are  losing  our  status  from  lack  of  education  in  the  arts  and 
sciences. 

The  editorial  comments  on  these  remarks  are  rather  doleful,  and 
portend  a  dismal  future. 

Now  if  the  efi'ect  of  these  writings  should  be  simply  to  urge  our 
physicians  to  greater  efforts  and  higher  attainments,  it  would  be 
very  well,  but  if  they  tend  to  discourage  those  who  have  labored, 
and  still  are  laboring  bravely  in  the  advancement  of  our  cause,  and 
serve  to  put  a  weapon  in  the  hands  of  our  adversaries,  with  which  they 
will  not  fail  to  smite  us  "  hip  and  thigh,"  then  I  must  deprecate  any 
such  unguarded,  or  rather  such  unjust  or  incorrect  statements. 

I  happen  to  have  an  extensive  acquaintance  among  homoeopathic 
as  well  as  allopathic  physicians,  and  while  the  professional  earnest- 
ness, energy,  effort  and  esprit  de  corps  is  more  marked  in  the  former 
than  in  the  latter,  while  they  are  more  pains-taking,  self-sacrificing 
and  consequently  more  successful  physicians,  the}^  are  in  a  great  many 
cases  better  educated  professionally.  Why,  within  a  year,  six  homoeo- 
pathic physicians  were  spending  an  evening  together,  and  in  the 
course  of  conversation,  it  was  discovered  that  these  men,  after  a  care- 
ful education  at  our  best  American  colleges  had,  all  of  them,  spent  a 
considerable  time  in  the  universit}^  of  Vienna,  and  some  of  them  had 
spent  years  in  the  best  medical  schools  of  Europe.  Now  I  doubt  if 
six  allopathic  phj^sicians  could  accidentally  meet  in  this  manner  in  any 
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city  in  this  country  who  had  followed  a  better  curriculum  of  profes- 
sional study. 

Then,  too,  in  regard  to  our  journals,  see  what  an  advancement  has 
been  made.  Some  of  the  early  publications  of  our  school  exhibited, 
in  the  most  absolute  defiance  of  King's  English,  the  greatest  igno- 
rance of  our  most  rudimentary  sciences.  Now,  tempora  mutantur,  a 
physician  must  write  at  least  with  tolerable  correctness  of  style,  and 
with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  subject,  to  gain  entrance  to  our 
best  journals. 

Popular  and  clap-trap  journals  give  way  to  scientific  publications, 
and  the  change  in  this  direction  was  never  greater  than  within  the 
past  three  years.  Let  these  valuable  adjuncts  of  the  profession  press 
on  bravely  to  the  "  mark  of  the  high  calling,"  and  do  all  in  their 
power  to  elevate  the  standard  of  education,  but  never  by  carping  or 
lugubrious  criticism  throw  discouragement  on  honest,  earnest  endeavor 
in  that  direction.  Dr.  Goodcheer. 

Hopeful  Valley,  December,  1868. 
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BOSTON    ACADEMY    OF    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICINE. 
Reported  by  A.  F.  Squier,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

January  25,  1869.  A  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  De  Gersdorf,  entitled 
*'  Observations  on  Homoeopathy  and  Homoeopathists  in  Europe." 

Dr.  DeGersdorf  stated  that  the  Academy  must  not  expect  from  him 
any  elaborate  and  statistical  essay  upon  purely  scientific  facts,  but  that 
his  remarks  would  consist  of  observations  made  while  on  a  tour  of 
recreation  and  pleasure  in  Germany  ;  they  would  be  chiefly  of  a  per- 
sonal and  confidential  nature,  to  be  spoken  of  only  among  profes- 
sional brethren  as  indications  showing  the  tendency  of  the  scientific 
tide  abroad. 

Numerically  and  statistically,  the  progress  of  homoeopathy  in 
Europe  could  not  be  compared  with  its  advance  in  America ;  still  its 
influence  could  be  seen  in  the  modified  therapeutics  and  more  liberal 
tone  of  the  old-school  teachers  and  practitioners  ;  and,  in  conversa- 
tions which  he  had  held  with  many  of  them,  the  true  homoeopathic 
principle  of  administering  remedies  could  be  noticed  cropping  out, 
although  not  acknowledged  by  them,  even  if  they  discerned  it.  From 
this  and  other  facts,  it  was  evident  that  there  had  been  a  decided 
intrinsic  gain  in  homoeopathy  in  Germany  during  the  past  few 
years. 

The  homoeopathists,  as  well  as  all  other  practitioners  in  Germany, 
are  compelled  to  hold  diplomas  from  the  allopathic  schools  of  medi- 
cine, since  there  are  none  existing  under  homoeopathic  control.  It 
results  from  this,  that,  as  a  rule,  those  who  do  run  the  gantlet  of  old- 
school  philosophy  without  receiving  wounds  mortal  to  their  pre-estab- 
lished convictions  of  the  truth  of  homoeopathy,  at  least  show  the  scars 


92  REPORTS   OF   SOCIETIES. 

of  the  conflict  in  the  physiologico-pathological  tendency  of  their  ideas, 
and  in  a  seeming  desire  to  mingle  this  system  with  the  purely  homce- 
opathic.  This  holds  true,  for  the  most  part,  in  the  case  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  profession,  —  the  older,  more  closely  follow- 
ing the  true  symptomological  system.  Still,  as  a  class,  they  are  all 
devoted  and  firm  in  their  principles,  with  decision  and  self-reliance, 
characteristic  of  the  Germans,  and  nowhere  have  the  old  school  bar- 
riers been  attacked  with  more  boldness  or  success  than  in  Germany. 
Homoeopathy  has,  by  its  brilliant  and  unequivocal  success,  been 
.  fairly  forced  upon  the  old  school.  While  visiting  one  of  the  large 
medical  institutions  of  Berlin,  he  had  been  impressed  with  the  truth 
of  this  fact  by  noting  the  very  modified  form  of  treatment  used,  as 
compared  with  that  of  a  few  years  ago  ;  and  this  change  showed  the 
principle  of  homoeopathy  to  be  gradually  but  surely  working  its  way " 
to  the  ascendant. 

In  conversing  with  many  of  the  lay  citizens,  he  had  noticed  that 
they  always  spoke  in  praise  of  their  physicians  Just  in  proportion  as 
they  more  or  less  closely  approximated  to  a  homoeopathic  mode  of 
treatment. 

In  many  of  the  smaller  towns,  and  in  nearly  all  the  larger,  homoeo- 
pathic pharmacies  and  dispensaries  had  been  established,  mostly  since 
the  time  of  his  last  visit  home,  some  eight  3^ears  ago. 

The  homoeopathic  physicians  were  all  finely-educated  and  intellec- 
tual men.  Nearly  every  one  possessed  some  peculiar  notion  as 
regards  the  theory  or  practice  of  the  sj^stem,  to  which  he  adhered  with 
a  pertinacity  purely  Teutonic. 

On  the  29th  of  August,  he  had  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Central 
Homoeopathic  Society  of  German3^  The  meeting  was  not  large  ;  there 
being  but  about  thirty-five  or  forty  members  present.  The  discussions 
were  marked  by  a  close  adherence  to  the  scientific  merits  of  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration  ;  and  all  remarks  on  outside  issues  were  sup- 
pressed by  the  chair,  with  a  promptness  and  decision  not  usually  seen 
in  similar  bodies  on  this  continent,  yet  not  unworth}^  of  imitation. 

Among  the  proceedings  of  the  societ}^,  the  readmg  of  a  paper  on 
Hj'drophobia,  by  one  of  the  members,  —  a  Polish  physician,  w'as  par- 
ticularly worthy  of  note,  being  a  very  clear  and  impartial  analj^sis  of 
about  twenty  cases,  all  caused  by  the  bite  of  one  mad  wolf.  This 
paper  will  doubtless  soon  appear  in  print. 

Dr.  De  Gersdorf  addressed  the  society  upon  the  condition  of  homoeo- 
pathy in  America,  and  also,  being  upon  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  corres- 
pondence of  the  American  Institute,  upon  the  subject  of  arranging  for 
a  World's  Convention  of  Homoeopathists,  as  suggested  at  a  late  meet- 
ing of  the  Institute.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  and  ar- 
range the  matter. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  presented  to  Dr.  De  Gersdorf  for  his  paper, 
and  a  revised  copy  requested  for  publication  in  the  Gazette. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  upon  the  eff'ects  of  homoeopathic 
remedies  in  sea-sickness,  Dr.  De  Gersdorf  said,  that  at  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  his  father  (one  of  the  oldest  homoeopathic  pro  vers), 
just  before  embarking  for  Germany,  he  had  administered  to  each  of 
his  party  a  dose  of  Jenichen's  high  potency  of  Coccuhis,  and  yet  not 
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one  escaped  that  disagreeable  compagnon  du  voyage.  He  considered 
that  it  resulted  primarily  from  a  cerebral  disturbance,  and  he  had  no 
faith  in  the  power  of  homoeopathic  remedies  to  prevent  or  cure  it. 
He  had  heard  of  the  administration  of  ether  and  chloroform,  but  knew 
nothing  as  to  their  effects. 

Dr.  Woodvii:e  wished  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Academy  to  a 
subject  which  had  been  discussed  at  the  time  of  the  reading  of  his 
paper  on  "  Entozoa,"  November  23, 1868,  namely,  as  to  whether  the 
oxyuris  vermicularis  is  propas^ated  in  human  beings  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  intestinal  worms  in  horses  are  said  to  be  by  Mr.  Haserick  of 
Lake  Village,  N.  H.  Since  then  he  had  corresponded  with,  and  re- 
ceived a  visit  from  Mr.  Haserick  and  had  learned  the  manner  in  which 
he  pursued  his  investigations.  It  was  to  wipe  the  anus  of  the  horse 
with  a  woolen  cloth,  and  upon  microscopic  examination  of  the  sub- 
stance removed  by  the  cloth,  the  ova  of  the  worm  were  found  in  large 
numbers.  Dr.  Woodvine  had  since  tried  the  same  plan  with  children 
affected  with  pin  worms,  causing  the  anus  to  be  wiped  with  a  woollen 
cloth  immediately  after  the  paroxysm  of  itching  and  biting  at  the  anus. 
Upon  microscopic  examination,  the  cloths  showed  none  of  the  eggs. 
But  when  a  piece  of  moistened  black  silk  was  used  in  the  same  man- 
ner, a  large  quantity  of  the  eggs  were  found  adhering  to  it,  some  of 
which  he  exhibited  to  the  Academy  under  the  microscope.  He  stated 
that  Mr.  Haserick  considered  the  paroxysms  of  itching  and  biting  at 
the  anus,  as  caused  by  the  worm  attaching  itself  to  the  mucous  mem- 
brane just  inside  the  sphincter  ani,  while  depositing  its  eggs  exteriorly. 
These  eggs  hatch  in  a  few  hours,  and  the  worm  makes  its  way  into  the 
rectum. 

Dr.  Woodvine  thought  that  the  observations  of  Mr.  Haserick  cor- 
rectly elucidated  the  mode  of  propagation  of  intestinal  worms  in 
horses,  and  that  his  own  experiments  conclusively  proved  that  their 
mode  of  reproduction  is  similar  in  human  beings.  Mr.  Haserick  has 
since  stated  to  him  that  he  had  seen  the  animal  in  the  act  of  depositing 
on  the  anus  the  mucous  fluid  in  which  the  eggs  were  found,  and  he 
thought  there  could  no  longer  exist  any  doubt  that  this  was  really  the 
method  of  propagation  of  intestinal  worms  in  horses,  and  of  the  ox- 
yuris vermicularis  in  man. 

Dr.  Woodvine  has  made  several  experiments  with  these  ova  and' 
finds  that  light  and  air  is  required  to  hatch  them,  and  by  covering  the 
anus  and  the  parts  around  with  a  thin  layer  of  lard  the  oxyuris  is  un- 
able to  deposit  its  eggs.  As  the  life  of  this  animal  does  not  exceed 
seven  or  eight  days,  by  keeping  the  lard  constantly  applied  during 
this  time,  and  thus  preventing  propagation,  the  person  can  be  en- 
tirely freed  from  this  troublesome  parasite. 

February  8,  1869.  —  Dr.  W.  F.  Jackson  read  a  paper  entitled 
Observations  on  California,  its  climate,  etc. 

He  alluded  to  the  annoyances  of  sea-sickness  the  various  measures 
used  in  prevention  and  treatment.  Both  from  observation  and  expe- 
rience he  was  convinced  that  the  boasted  homoeopathic  remedies,  Cocc. 
Iris  and  JSfux,  were  of  little,  if  of  any  use.  Brandy  seemed  for  a 
time  to  produce  amelioration  ;  but  in  champagne  he  found  the  greatest 
comfort   and    satisfaction.     He  considered  that  no  amount  of  pre- 
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paration  by  way  of  dieting  or  of  taking  physic  could  be  relied  upon. 
Some  persons  are  constitutionally  liable,  and  for  such  the  onlj'  hope 
of  relief  is  a  recumbent  posture  and  liberal  doses  of  champagne. 

After  a  delightful  voyage  he  arrived  at  San  Francisco  on  the  15th 
of  February,  1«68,  and  was  much  pleased  at  the  wonderful  develop- 
ments which  have  taken  place  during  the  past  twenty  years.  From  a 
series  of  barren  sand-hills,  occupied  by  a  few  soldiers  and  squalid 
Mexicans,  it  has  become  a  city  of  125,000  persons,  boasting  of  untold 
wealth,  beautiful  buildings,  wide  streets  and  energ}^  enough  to  carry 
it  through  any  obstacles  which  man  or  nature  may  present. 

There  are  practically  three  seasons  in  California,  though  generally 
the  year  is  divided  into  two,  the  wet  and  dry.  The  wet  or  rainy 
season  commences  generally  about  the  first  of  November  and  con- 
tinues until  the  first  of  February.  During  this  time  rain  generally 
falls  on  about  four  out  of  every  seven  days.  From  the  first  of  Feb- 
ruary until  the  first  of  June  the  weather  is  delightful.  Occasional 
rains  take  place,  and  every  thing  is  as  green  and  as  fresh  as  nature  can 
make  it.  From  the  first  of  June  till  the  first  of  November  not  a  drop 
of  rain  falls,  and  the  country  becomes  as  sere  and  dry  as  the  desert 
of  Sahara.  During  the  rainy  season  the  roads  become  almost,  if  not 
quite,  impassable.  And  in  some  parts  of  the  country  the  doctors  are 
obliged  to  ride  on  horseback  through  such  ways  as  would  be  deemed 
here  too  dangerous  to  encounter.  In  the  dry  season  the  dust  becomes 
so  deep  and  annoying  as  to  make  them  wish  for  rain  again.  Indeed  no 
one  of  us  can  imagine  the  danger  and  difficulties  of  a  countr^^  doctor's 
life  in  California. 

During  the  dry  season  the  westerly  winds  prevail,  causing  the  light 
dry  sand  of  San  Francisco  to  blow  about  in  such  quantities  as  to 
make  a  residence  there  extremely  uncomfortable.  The  wind  strongly 
resembles  our  March  ones,  though  perhaps  not  nearly  as  cold.  The 
inhabitants  of  San  Francisco  now  seek  the  mountains  and  other 
places  of  resort,  and  the  residents  of  the  mountains  and  inland  cities 
leave  a  temperature  of  100  to  120  degrees  to  enjoy  the  cool  bracing 
winds  of  San  Francisco.  By  this  interchange  of  residence  the  gen- 
eral health  is  promoted  and  people  are  enabled  to  withstand  the  efi"ects 
of  a  climate  which  would  otherwise  prove  too  much  for  their  con- 
stitutions. It  is  claimed  by  old  residents  of  California  that  people 
rarely  get  sick,  but  if  they  do  so  it  requires  a  long  time  to  recover, 
and  that  a  change  of  residence  greatly  facilitates  that  end.  However 
the  various  springs  and  other  places  of  curiosity  are  well  patronized. 

One  great  drawback  to  a  large  portion  of  California  is  the  want  of 
good  water.  The  soil  is  so  impregnated  witli  various  alkalies  that 
the  water  is  not  fit  for  culinary  or  drinking  purposes.  San  Francisco 
is  partly  supplied  by  beautiful  water  from  the  base  of  the  coast-range 
of  mountains,  but  the  prices  charged  are  exorbitant.  Stockton  is 
supplied  by  an  artesian  well,  but  the  water  is  objectionable  both  from 
its  taste  and  odor.  Sacramento  is  supplied  by  the  river  which  runs 
in  front  of  it ;  but  the  water,  sold  by  the  barrel,  is  so  mudd}^  that  it 
requires  days  for  a  proper  purification  of  it.  These  difficulties  will 
be  obviated  in  time  so  far  as  the  great  cities  are  concerned,  but  the 
country  must  ever  labor  under  this  serious  objection. 
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He  had  noticed  a  singular  fact,  viz :  that,  although  the  State 
abounds  in  plants  and  flowers  in  the  greatest  profusion,  yet  very  few 
of  them  are  used  in  medicine.  The  only  one  of  which  he  had  heard 
any  favorable  mention,  was  the  Grin  delta,  or,  "  stick- weed."  This 
composite  plant  (of  which  he  showed  a  specimen),  has  considerable 
reputation  as  a  remedy  in  asthma,  but  in  what  variety  of  the  disease 
it  was  most  beneficial  he  could  not  ascertain. 

He  had  satisfied  himself  on  one  point,  with  regard  to  which  there 
had  been  some  dispute  lately,  namely  :  as  to  whether  the  Rhus  toxi- 
codendron was  a  shrub,  or  a  climbing  plant.  He  had  seen  acre  after 
acre  of  this  plant  growing  as  a  shrub  from  six  to  twelve  feet  high ; 
and  the  climbing  variety,  or  Rhus  radicans,  was  often  running  over  it 
like  a  parasite. 

The  Chili  bark  (a  specimen  of  which  he  exhibited),  was  a  drug 
which  he  thought  would  be  found  useful  in  catarrh  and  inflammations 
of  the  throat.  Its  powder  was  a  powerful  sternutatory  ;  and  the  bark, 
when  chewed,  produced  a  burning,  constrictive  sensation  in  the  fauces, 
almost  exactly  resembling  the  feeling  experienced  in  severe  catarrh. 
He  had  obtained  from  the  bark  a  gum  which  he  had  prescribed, for 
catarrh  a  number  of  times,  and  with  apparently  good  result.  The 
bark  grows  in  South  America,  and  is  there  used  for  washing  the  hair, 
and  also  the  clothes.  It  produces  a  fine  lather  with  water,  and  does 
not  leave  the  hair  so  dry  as  after  washing  with  soap. 

The  doctor  also  exhibited  several  other  specimens  not  of  particular 
interest  to  the  medical  profession. 

The  mortalitj'  reports  of  San  Francisco  showed  that  ten  per  cent. 
of  all  deaths  were  from  consumption,  and  seven  per  cent  more  from 
other  pulmonary  diseases.  The  statements  made  by  Californians  that 
the  majority  of  deaths  from  this  disease  occurred  among  those  who 
came  there  with  it,  he  did  not  believe  to  be  wholly  true.  It  may  be 
so  to  a  certain  extent,  but  he  knew  of  several  cases  which  originated 
there,  and  the  surgeon  of  the  steamship  informed  him  that  many  more 
persons  came  from  California  with  consumption  than  went  there  with 
it.  When  the  fact  is  taken  into  consideration  that  the  young  males 
form  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  there  than  here,  it 
is  fair  to  conclude  that  the  percentage  of  deaths  from  pulmonary 
diseases  would  equal  that  of  Boston  if  there  were  there  the  same  pro- 
portion of  females  and  aged  persons. 

Of  the  other  diseases,  intermittent  fever,  gangrene  of  the  lungs,  rheu- 
matism and  small-pox, —  besides  the  ordinary  colds  and  bronchial 
troubles,  — -  formed  a  large  proportion.  It  was  noticeable  that  the 
diseases  of  infancy  and  childhood,  and  those  which  are  regarded  as 
of  little  importance  here,  are  in  California  of  a  much  more  serious 
character,  and  oftener  prove  fatal.  The  very  large  proportion  of 
infant  deaths  was  also  remarkable. 

He  thought  homoeopathy  to  be  in  a  very  favorable  condition  in 
California.  There  are  nineteen  of  its  practitioners  in  the  State, 
seven  of  whom  are  in  San  Francisco.  Mentioned  in  the  order  of  their 
seniority  as  residents,  the  San  Francisco  ph3'sicians  are  :  Drs.  Cush- 
ing,  Eckel,  Geary,  Dinsmore,  Floto,  Albertson,  and  Griswold.     He 
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regretted  that  there  was  not  more  harmony  among  them,  and  thought 
that  by  well-combined  effort  they  might  effect  much  more  than  they 
are  now  doing,  both  for  the  cause  and  for  themselves  individually. 

In  conclusion  he  thought  that  the  climate  of  California  was  not 
adapted  to  invalids,  and  especially  to  those  suffering  with  pulmonary 
diseases  ;  and,  as  for  the  other  conditions  of  comfort  and  enjoyment, 
he  thought  that  it  would  be  folly  to  leave  any  of  the  Eastern  or 
Northern  States  to  seek  them  there. 

In  the  succeeding  discussion  Dr.  Jackson  said  that  he  had  heard  of 
persons  having  variola  there  with  the  marks  of  the  previous  occur- 
rence of  the  disease  plainly  visible  upon  them. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  DeGersdorf  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Dr. 
Jackson  for  his  paper,  and  the  satisfaction  of  the  Academj^  expressed 
that  he  did  not  find  the  climate  of  California  so  favorable  as  to  pre- 
vent his  return  to  Boston.  A  copy  of  his  communication  was  re- 
quested for  publication  in  the  Gazette. 

BRISTOL  COUNTY  HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday,  January  27,  at  the 
house  of  Drs.  Barrows  and  Hay  ward,  Taunton,  Mass. 

The  President,  G.  Felix  Matthes,  M.D.,  of  New  Bedford,  in  place 
of  an  inaugural  address  substituted  a  few  notes  upon  epidemic  reme- 
dies. He  stated  that  the  medicine  which  was  specific  in  one  epidemic 
might  be  absolutely  injurious  in  another  epidemic  of  the  same  disease, 
hence  the  importance  of  local  societies  and  of  a  constant  medium  of 
communication  between  physicians. 

Dr.  Lewis  G.  Lowe,  of  Bridgewater,  presented  a  paper  upon 
bromide  of  ammonium.  In  an  epidemic  of  pertussis  which  prevailed 
in  E.  Bridgewater  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  '67,  he  had  found  this 
medicine  invaluable.  In  grain  doses,  1st  dec,  given  just  before  a  par- 
oxysm, it  rarely  or  never  failed  to  modify  the  complaint  materially. 

Dr.  E.  Sanford,  of  E.  Attleboro',  presented  a  paper  upon  spinal 
paral3'sis,  setting  forth  the  prominent  symptoms  and  the  medicines 
which  have  been  found  most  serviceable,  for  which  the  thanks  of  the 
society  were  tendered  him. 

The  attention  of  the  society  was  called  to  the  peculiar  form  of  an- 
gina with  hepatic  complication  which  was  then  prevalent  in  that  im- 
mediate vicinity.  Gelseminum  had  been  found  curative  where  the  dis- 
ease was  ushered  in  with  headache  and  sore,  congested  e^-es  ;  Bryonia^ 
in  constriction  of  chest ;  Baptisia,  in  some  instances  where  the  pain  was 
most  severe  in  the  back  and  legs. 

Dr.  Jones  had  noticed  a  peculiarly  mottled  or  striated  appearance 
of  the  throat,  in  which  he  had  found  Hydrastis  and  Belladonna  ser- 
viceable. 

Dr.  Ira  Barrows,  reported  a  peculiarly  interesting  case  of  powerless 
labor,  which  had  recently  occurred  in  his  practice.  After  the  rupture 
of  the  membranes,  (which  occurred  on  Monda}^  before  the  os  uteri  was 
fully  dilated),  there  was  no  uterine  contraction  whatever.  There  were 
evidences  of  death  of  the  child  on  Saturday,  and  a  speedy  delivery 
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was  effected  by  means  of  the  crotchet,  it  having  been  found  impos- 
sible to  apply  forceps. 

A  second  child  was  found  and  an  effort  was  made  to  excite  uterine 
pains.  Massive  doses  of  ergot  were  given  with  no  effect.  Instruments 
were  again  resorted  to  for  the  delivery  of  both  child  and  afterbirth. 
Flooding  followed  which  was  arrested  by  means  of  ice  applied  to  the 
abdomen  and  ice  tampons  ;  still  there  was  no  apparent  contraction  of 
the  womb.     The  patient  had  a  steady  convalescence. 

Dr.  Barrows  also  reported  two  interesting  cases  treated  with 
homoeopathic  remedies  :  — 

1st.  Chorea,  with  tenderness  of  spine,  twitching  efface,  eyes,  etc. 
He  gave  Belladonna.,  no  improvement ;  Hyosciamus^  no  improvement ; 
spent  six  months  at  seashore,  returned  unimproved,  gave  Nux  vomica 
twelfth  centes.,  slight  improvement ;  gave  1st  decimal,  three  drops 
once  a  day,  improvement'rapid  ;  entirely  cured  in  three  months. 

2d.  Chronic  headache,  coming  on  in  the  afternoon  and  lasting  into  the 
night ;  drawing  pains  in  both  arms,  frequent  micturition  ;  grew  better 
towards  morning,  worked  about  house  in  forenoon.  Cuprum  met.  and 
Veratrum  alb.  were  selected  and  given  at  different  times,  in  attenua- 
tions from  first  to  twelfth.  No  relief  was  obtained  and  the  patient 
passed  into  allopathic  hands.  Under  this  treatment  the  attacks  grew 
more  frequent  and  more  severe.  After  an  allopathic  trial  of  more  than 
a  year,  the  patient  returned  to  Dr.  Barrows,  who  was  called  in  the 
midst  of  one  of  her  severest  attacks  ;  Cuprum  met.^^^  was  given ; 
relief  followed  in  half  an  hour.  A  few  doses  of  the  same,  at  intervals  of 
a  few  hours,  relieved  most  of  the  symptoms,  and  Veratrum  alh."^^^ 
completed  the  cure. 

The  meeting  was  conducted  upon  the  conversational  plan,  and 
many  valuable  ideas  and  suggestions  were  interchanged  which  the 
secretary  was  unable  to  record.  J.  W.  Hayward,  Secretary, 

WORCESTER  COUNTY  HOMCEOPATHIC   MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  regular  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Society,  was  held  at  Tem- 
perance Hall  in  Worcester,  Feb.  10,  1869,  the  President,  Dr. 
Nichols,  in  the  chair. 

After  transacting  the  necessary  business  of  the  Society,  Dr.  Hunt 
exhibited  and  commented  upon  a  very  interesting  specimen  of  a  foetus 
a  few  weeks  old. 

Dr.  Chamberlain  showed  some  very  beautiful  pharmaceutical  prepar- 
ations :  benzoated  lard  and  zinc  ointment. 

Dr.  Chamberlain  stated  that  he  had  found  Mumex  crisp,  the  best 
remedy  in  many  hard  cases  of  army-itch,  where  other  remedies  had 
failed.  He  asked  if  high  dilutionists  had  been  successful  in  the 
treatment  of  prurigo. 

Dr.  Slocomb  replied  that  he  had  treated  a  family  of  four  or  five  per- 
sons at  various  times,  covering  a  period  of  perhaps  six  months,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  every  vestige  of  the  disease  had  disappeared,  and 
has  not  since  returned. 

Dr.  Whittiejr  spoke  of  a  case  in  his  practice,  where  the  child,  born 
at  the  seventh  month,  lived  but  a  few  moments.     The  liver  filled  the 
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whole  upper  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  weighed  seven  ounces,  and  the 
spleen  one  and  a  half  ounce. 

Dr.  Whittier  then,  according  to  previous  appointment,  read  a  very 
interesting  paper  on  Acute  Rheumatism,  its  Causes  and  Treatment. 
The  Society  tendered  him  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his  paper  and  requested 
a  cop}''  for  publication  in  the  Gazette. 

In  the  discussion  following  the  reading  of  the  paper.  Dr.  Whittier 
said  he  had  not  found  the  use  of  acids  beneficial,  as  a  general  thing, 
though  he  allowed  his  patients  plenty  of  lemonade. 

Dr.  Chamberlain  spoke  of  a  case  where  a  rheumatic  patient  ate  a 
dozen  or  fifteen  lemons  and  got  well. 

Dr.  Nichols  had  known  of  others  who  gave  up  medicine,  ate  one  or 
two  dozen  lemons  and  got  well. 

Dr.  Chamberlain  has  given  Aeon,  and  Verat.  and  used  vapor  baths 
in  some  cases  with  good  success. 

Dr.  Sibley  gave  one  drop  of  tincture  of  Rhus  in  water  to  a  patient 
sick  with  rheumatism  ;  it  produced  a  violent  aggravation  for  a  short 
time,  but  the  patient  soon  got  well.  This  patient  had  previously 
been  under  allopathic  treatment  for  six  weeks. 

Dr.  Chamberlain  wished  to  know  whether  in  children,  rheumatism 
had  a  tendency  to  produce  endocarditis.  Dr.  Nichols  thought  it 
had. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  dine,  with  other  invited  guests,  at  the 
house  of  the  President. 

In  welcoming  his  guests.  Dr.  Nichols  said  that,  at  first  he  had 
thought  of  inviting  them  to  the  Bay  State  House  to  dine  with  him,  but 
it  seemed  more  fitting  that  this  house  which,  for  more  than  three 
quarters  of  a  century,  had  been  a  sort  of  head-quarters  for  the  old- 
school  practice,  and  where,  oft-times,  even  in  this  very  room,  the  old 
"Worcester  County  Medical  Society  had  met  to  partake  of  the  hospital- 
ities of  its  former  owners,  should  still,  though  in  new  hands,  continue 
to  ofi'er  its  festivities,  though  its  partakers  were  men  of  the  new  school 
of  practice  ;  for  the  old  things  have  passed  away,  and  all  things  have 
become  new.  Dr.  Nichols  spoke  of  the  great  changes  that  had  been 
developed  during  the  twenty  years  of  his  practice  in  the  city.  At  the 
outset,  but  one  other  practitioner  of  the  new  school  was  to  be  found 
in  the  county,  and  he  in  a  remote  town  ;  while  now,  there  were  located, 
and  in  regular  practice  in  the  county,  some  twenty  representatives  of 
the  ^ new  faith. 

After  giving  the  President  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks,  the  Society  again 
repaired  to  the  hall. 

Afternoon  Session.  — Dr.  Chamberlain  read  a  very  interesting  and 
instructive  paper  on  Phlegmonous  Erysipelas,  in  which  numerous 
cases  from  his  practice  were  cited.  After  the  reading  of  the  paper, 
Dr.  Chamberlain  was  tendered  a  vote  of  thanks,  and  requested  to  pre- 
pare  a  synopsis  of  it  for  publication  in  the  Gazette. 

Dr.  J.  C.  W.  Moore,  of  Worcester,  made  application  to  become  a 
me  mber  of  the  Society. 

Adjourned.  C.  C.  Slocomb,  Secretary. 
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NEW   YORK    STATE    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

We  have  received  from  the  Secretary,  Dr.  H.  M.  Paine,  of  Albany, 
an  extended  report  of  the  last  meeting,  but  from  lack  of  space  we  must 
defer  an  abstract  of  it  till  our  next  number.  The  meeting  was  a 
very  interesting  one. 

VERMONT   HOMCEOPATHfC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

The  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  in  Burlington,  Yt.,  on  Tuesday, 
June  1,  1869.     H.  M.  Hunter,  M.D.,  St.  Johnsbury,  is  the  Secretary. 

AMERICAN   INSTITUTE    OF   HOMCEOPATHY. 

The  twenty-second  session  of  this  association  will  be  held  in  Bos- 
ton, commencing  on,  Tuesday,  June  8th,  1869,  and  continue  four  days. 

It  is  just  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  the  Institute  was  organized ; 
and  it  has  grown  from  a  small  fraternity  to  an  association  of  nearly 
one  thousand  members,  scattered  through  the  length  and  breadth  of 
our  country.  Its  bureaus,  embracing  the  various  branches  of  medical 
science,  aflbrd  a  field  for  every  member  of  the  profession  to  labor  in 
and  the  results  of  this  labor  must  be  of  immense  advantage  to  our 
cause. 

The  approaching  session  will  undoubtedly  be  the  largest  ever  held. 
Every  homoeopathic  physician  in  good  standing  should  become  a 
member. 

Blank  applications  for  membership  can  be  obtained  of  the  Gen- 
eral Secretary,  I.  T.  Talbot,  M.D.,  Boston,  to  whom  they  may  be  for- 
warded, when  properly  filled,  before  the  next  session. 

The  Bureau  of  Organization^  Registration  and  Statistics  is  desirous  of 
completing  a  register  of  the  homoeopathic  physicians  of  the  United 
States.  As  this  list  will  comprise,  aside  from  the  members  of  the 
Institute,  only  those  who  by  sending  their  names  and  addresses  show 
an  interest  in  having  it  correct,  every  homoeopathic  physician  is  re- 
quested to  forward  at  once  his  addresss  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Bureau,  H.  M.  Smith,  105  Fourth  Avenue,  New  Tork. 

BROOKLYN   HOMCEOPATHIC    DISPENSARY. 

The  usefulness  of  this  institution  is  rapidly  increasing,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  fact  that  during  the  past  year  9,807  patients  have  been 
treated  and  22,187  prescriptions  have  been  dispensed. 

The  following  gentlemen  comprise  the  Staff  for  the  year  1868-69  :  — 

Clark  T.  Hamilton,  M.D.,  House  and  Visiting  Physician, 

A.  E.  Sumner,  M.D.,  Melville  Bryant,  M.D.,  Geo.  W.  Bowen,  M.D., 
J.  L.  Keep,  M.D.,  Consulting  Physicians, 

Dr.  Hamilton  will  have  charge  of  the  departments  of  Surgery  and 
of  the  Eye,  Ear  and  Skin. 

W.  B.  Garside,  M.D.,  will  have  charge  of  the  departments  for  the 
treatment  of  Diseases  of  Women  and  of  the  Throat  and  Lungs. 

The  services  of  all  these  gentlemen  are  given  gratuitously,  with 
the  exception  of  the  House  Physician,  who  devotes  his  entire  time  to 
the  institution. 
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The  Dispensary  is  open  daily,  from  1  to  3  P.  M.,  and  the  house 
phj^sician  is  in  attendance.  Surgical  cases  are  treated  on  Mondaj^s, 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  from  2  to  3  P.  M.  Diseases  of  the  Throat, 
Lungs,  and  Digestive  organs,  on  the  same  days.  Diseases  of  Women, 
and  of  the  Eye,  Ear  and  Skin,  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Satur- 
days. Chas.  A.  Townsend,  President, 

♦  James  R.  Cowing,  Secretary. 
A.  E.  Sumner,  Medical  Director, 

The  rooms  of  the  Brooklyn  Dental  Infirmary  are  located  in  the 
same  building,  and  are  open  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridaj^s, 
from  11  A.  M.  to  1  P.  M.,  when  competent  dentists  will  be  in  atten- 
dance, for  the  purpose  of  filling  and  extracting  teeth,  and  treating 
all  diseases  of  the  mouth,  for  the  poor,  gratuitously. 

W.  H.  Atkinson,  M.D.,  D.D.S.,  Surgeon, 
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Hydrophobia,  if  we  may  believe  the  papers,  is  appearing  in  various 
parts  of  the  country. 

Phthisis  and  Bright's  Disease.  —  It  is  said  that  patients  cured  of 
phthisis  are  apt  to  die  of  Bright  s  disease. 

Measles  prevailed  at  Newton  Centre,  Mass.,  during  the  early  part 
of  February  to  such  an  extent  that  the  schools  were  closed. 

Influenza.  —  There  has  been,  in  Boston  and  vicinity,  an  unusual 
amount  of  this  affection,  accompanied  by  considerable  phalangeal  in- 
flammation.    It  has  best  yielded  to  Arsen.^  Phyt.  and  Merc. 

Dr.  Gallupe,  of  Bangor,  writes  that  this  affection  is  prevailing  very 
extensively  in  that  vicinity.  Merc,  and  Dulc.  have  proved  efficient 
remedies. 

Carbuts^cle.  —  Dr.  James  Paget  recommends  frequent  change  of  air 
in  cases  of  carbuncle.  If  the  patient  is  not  too  low  he  should  go 
often  into  the  fresh  open  air. 

Scarlatina.  —  Sweet  oil  applied  to  the  skin,  softens  it,  and  pre- 
vents soreness  and  cracking  during  the  desquamation  period  of  scar- 
latina. 

Poisonous  Hair  Dyes.  —  The  Lancet  sa3"s  that  Mrs.  Allen's  World 
Renowned  Hair  Restorer,  which  is  advertised  as  free  from  aii}^  injuri- 
ous substance,  is  found  by  careful  analysis  to  consist  of  acetate  of 
lead,  sulphur  and  gl3^cerine.  These  active  poisons  produce  their  legiti- 
mate results  and  we  find  paralj'^sis,  lead  colic,  and  insanity  to  follow 
their  long  continued  use.  Physicians  connot  too  strictly  forbid  them 
to  their  patients. 

Rheumatism. —  In  the  Ro^^al  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society  a 
paper  was  recently  read  on  the  treatment  of  Rheumatic  Fever  by 
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•  mint  water ^  (exi^ectant  ?)  in  comparison  with  the  use  of  alkalis,  lemon 
juice  and  blisters.  This  paper  was  based  on  observations  in  twenty- 
five  cases,  and  closed  with  the  inference  "  that  the  rheumatic  process 
runs  its  coarse  under  the  expectant  treatment  as  favorably  as  under 
treatment  by  drugs."  Still  further,  it  says :  *'  Although  advocates 
of  the  strictest  hygienic  treatment,  we  doubt  the  value  of  specific 
drugs."  In  the  discussion  which  followed,  various  speakers  seemed 
extremely  sensitive,  and  differed  from  these  views  in  terms  ill-befitting 
the  dignity  of  the  Society. 

Death  from  Arsenic.  —  The  London  Lancet  is  very  justly  indignant 
that  some  one  in  Scotland  has  died  from  excessive  use  of  arsenic,  ap- 
plied by  a  quack  for  the  purpose  of  curing  a  cancer.  The  quack  was 
prosecuted,  and,  had  the  jury  been  composed  of  "  regulars,"  would  un- 
doubtedly have  been  convicted.  As  it  was,  the  jury  did  not  think  the 
quack  altogether  to  blame,  since  the  patient  had  used  a  much  larger 
quantity  than  he  had  ordered.  Of  course  such  cases  do  not  occur  with 
the  "  contemptible  homoeopaths,"  but  we  would  inquire  if  they  do 
not  frequently  follow  the  prescriptions  of  these  same  indignant  "  reg- 
ulars," either  through  the  mistake  of  the  physician  himself,  the  apoth- 
ecary or  the  patient.  We  believe  in  equal,  exact  justice  to  all,  but 
we  do  not  believe  science  is  advanced  by  hounding  down  one  man 
for  doing  precisely  what  others  acknowledge  to  have  done,  and  for 
which  they  claim  immunity. 

Fatal  Injection  of  a  NiEvus  with  Perchloride  of  Iron. — The 
same  Journal,  from  which  the  above  was  taken  relates  the  follow- 
ing: 

*'  Professor  Santesson  of  Stockholm,  has  added  another  to  the 
list  of  recorded  fatal  cases  caused  by  this  procedure  ;  an  infant,  aged 
eight  weeks,  was  brought  to  him,  with  a  naevus  on  the  cheek."  As  it 
was  too  extensive  to  render  success  by  vaccination  probable,  it  was 
resolved  to  use  the  perchloride.  Eight  or  ten  drops  were  injected  part 
in  a  vertical  and  the  remainder  in  a  transverse  direction.  On  slowly 
withdrawing  the  syringe  "  the  child  suddenly  ceased  to  scream,  and 
was  observed  to  be  cyanotic  and  breathing  with  difficulty.  Convul- 
sive movements  followed,  but,  in  spite  of  all  restorative  measures,  in 
a  few  minutes  the  child  was  dead."  The  mother  had  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  her  child  died,  secundem  artem,  in  the  hands  of  a  "  reg- 
ular" professor,  and,  so  far  as  heard  from,  no  criminal  prosecution  has 
been  instituted.  We  hope  there  are  not  many  homoeopaths  so  igno- 
rant or  so  culpable  as  to  inject  perchloride  of  iron  into  the  distended 
vessels  which  form  a  naevus. 

Morphia  in  Luxations.  —  The  subcutaneous  injection  of  morphia 
is  recommended  in  cases  of  luxation,  which  cannot  be  reduced  without 
resorting  to  some  narcotizing  agent.  Four  cases  are  reported  —  two 
of  luxations  at  the  shoulder  joint,  one  at  the  elbow-joint,  and  one  at 
the  knee,  —  in  which  reduction  seems  to  have  been  facilitated  by 
injecting  morphia  subcutaneously.  The  following  are  given  as  the 
chief  advantages  of  morphia  over  chloroform.  1.  The  amount  of 
narcosis  necessary  for  muscular  reaction  can  be  obtained  more  rapidly, 
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and  with  greater  safet}^  from  morpliia  than  from  chloroform.  2. 
Morphia  does  not,  like  chloroform,  cause  loss  of  consciousness,  and 
this  is  an  important  matter  for  the  operator.  The  latter  agent,  when 
administered  to  spirit-drinkers,  —  a  class  of  individuals  supplying  a 
very  large  contingent  to  cases  of  luxation,  —  is  apt  to  cause  excite- 
ment rather  than  complete  stupefaction.  In  cases  of  this  kind,  there 
is  no  surer  narcotizing  agent  than  morphia.  3.  The  subcutaneous 
injection  of  morphia  is  generall}^  justifiable,  even  in  cases  where 
chloroform  is  contra-indicated  in  consequence  of  organic  disease. 
4.  The  personal  assistance  required  for  the  administration  of  chloro- 
form can,  with  the  subcutaneous  injection  of  morphia,  be  dispensed 
with. 

Restoring  Interrupted  Xerye-power.  —  Some  interesting  experi- 
mental researches  have  been  reported  to  the  French  Academy,  on  the 
effects  of  the  resection  of  certain  nervous  trunks.  Clinical  facts  have 
frequently  shown  that,  after  wounds  which  have  changed  or  destroyed  a 
portion  of  nerve,  sensibility  becomes  restored  in  the  integuments  where 
this  nerve  terminates.  The  authors  of  these  experiments  have-made 
resections  of  nerves  in  dogs,  and  after  a  certain  time  have  seen  sensi- 
bility reappear  in  the  tegument  where  the  ramifications  of  the  nerve 
spread,  and  in  the  peripheric  end  of  the  nerve  itself.  Cases  have 
frequently  occurred  in  surgical  practice,  where  after  removing  a  por- 
tion of  the  nerve,  its  power  has  been  gradually  restored. 

Remedy  for  Venomous  Bites.  —  In  Perry's  Expedition  to  Japan, 
mention  is  made  of  the  following,  for  which  popular  opinion  in  the  east 
claims  considerable  efficacy.  "  This  is  a  paste  made  by  moistening  the 
powder  of  Ipecachuana  with  water,  and  applying  it  to  the  external 
injury.  Some  wonderful  eflTects  have  been  reported  from  the  use  of 
this  simple  means  in  various  cases,  of  not  only  bites  from  venomous 
serpents,  but  of  stings  by  the  scorpion  and  various  poisonous 
fishes." 

Novel  Application  of  Electricity.  —  Dr.  Poggioli  read  a  paper 
at  the  late  sitting  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  on  ''  The 
Physical  and  Intellectual  Development  of  Youth  b}-  Electricit}'."  He 
remarked  that  De  Candolle  had  quoted  experiments  to  show  that 
vegetation  is  much  richer  and  quicker  in  its  growth  when  electrified 
than  otherwise.  Seeds  subjected  to  the  action  of  this  fluid  would  jield 
better  produce  than  others,  and  in  a  shorter  time.  Starting  from 
these  data,  Dr.  Poggioli  conceived  the  idea  that  a  similar  capacity 
might  be  proved  to  exist  in  the  animal  kingdom,  and  especially  in  the 
case  of  young  subjects.  He  informed  the  learned  bod3^that,  in  1853, 
he  had  read  a  paper  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  showing  that  the 
energy  of  certain  faculties  might  be  shown  to  be  in  proportion  to 
the  electric  development  of  the  regions  in  which  they  reside  ;  and  he 
now  thought  himself  in  possession  of  facts  which  might  prove  highly 
interesting  in  a  h3'gienic,  scientific  and  even  social  point  of  view. 
He  could  adduce  five  instances  of  children,  varying  between  the  ages 
of  four  and  sixteen,  having  all  obtained  a  remarkable  development, 
both  in  a  physical  and  an  intellectual  sense.      Among  these,  there 
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.was  a  child  who  might  be  considered  a  phenomenon  of  deformity 
and  stupidity,  but  who,  under  the  influence  of  electricity,  grew  three 
centimetres  in  a  single  month,  and  has  since  been  always  first,  instead 
of  last,  in  his  class.  From  this  Dr.  Poggioli  concludes  that  the 
electric  fluid  exercises  a  direct  influence  over  the  physical  and  intel- 
lectual development  of  young  subjects  ;  and  he  proposes  that,  by  way 
of  experiment,  the  last  six  pupils  of  each  cl%^s  be  taken  in  a  lyceum 
or  college,  and  subjected  to  his  electrical  treatment.  —  Scientific 
Opinion. 

Correspondence  is  going  on  in  the  London  Times  and  other  papers 
on  the  subject  of  allowing  school  children,  convalescent  from  scarlet 
fever,  to  ride  in  public  conveyances.  One  writer  draws  attention  to 
the  fact  that  both  the  authorities  of  the  school  and  the  parents  would 
be  liable  to  punishment  under  the  sanitary  act  of  1866,  for  sending  a 
child  by  a  public  conveyance  before  the  period  of  danger  to  others 
has  passed.  But  we  should  be  very  glad  to  be  informed  at  what  time 
that  period  does  pass.  If  the  disease  depend  upon  germs  in  the  blood 
or  in  the  tissues,  when  does  the  germinal  matter  cease  to  be  given  off 
by  the  breath  or  secretions  ?  —  Med.  Times  and  Gazette. 

Borax.  As  borax  and  carbon  are  somewhat  analogous,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  the  biborate  of  soda  should  possess  some  peculiar 
value  as  a  detergent.  It  never  injures  the  texture  of  linen.  A  large 
handful  of  refined,  pulverized  borax  to  about  ten  gallons  of  water, 
saves  the  women  of  Holland  and  Belgium  nearly  half  their  soap.  A 
stronger  solution  is  used  to  stiflfen  laces  and  cambrics.  It  softens  the 
hardest  water  and  is  used  for  the  hair  and  teeth.  In  hot  countries, 
with  tartaric  acid  and  bicarbonate  of  soda,  it  is  used  as  a  cooling  bev- 
erage. Our  Western  supplies  of  this  valuable  salt  have  been  little 
di^awn  upon,  and  the  retail  price  in  Boston  is  high. 

Homeopathy  in  Michigan.  — The  regents  of  the  State  University 
of  Michigan,  are  making  themselves  unwisely  conspicuous  by  their 
opposition  to  a  professorship  of  homoeopathy.  The  Legislature,  some 
years  ago,  passed  a  law  directing  the  regents  to  create  such  a  profes- 
sorship and  to  appoint  a  professor,  but  they  refused  to  compty  ;  and, 
after  exhausting  every  other  remedy,  the  homoeopaihists  of  the  State 
have  brought  the  matter  before  the  courts  on  a  writ  of  mandamus  to 
compel  obedience  to  the  law.  In  opposition  to  them,  it  is  contended 
that  the  act  of  the  Legislature  is  unconstitutional,  and  that  the  regents 
have  supreme  authority  over  the  expenditure  of  the  moneys  intrusted 
to  them.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  the  number  of  ad- 
herents of  the  homoeopathic  system  of  practice  is  large  enough  to 
entitle  them  to  the  same  consideration  as  the  men  of  other  schools  ; 
and,  if  the  State  undertakes  to  teach  medicine  at  all,  it  is  bound  to 
give  them  an  equal  chance.  This  is  understood  to  be  the  position 
taken  by  Dr.  E.  O.  Haven,  the  President  of  the  University,  (a  brother 
of  Dr.  Gilbert  Haven,  of  Zion's  Herald.)  The  University  is  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  is  one  of  the  best  endowed  in  the  whole  country.  —  Spring- 
field  Republican. 
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Physicians,  like  the  great  mass  of  mankind,  may  be  divided  into 
three  classes :  first,  those  who  are  alwa3^s  looking  out  for  something 
new,  and  expect  benefit  from  every  change  ;  second,  those  who  are 
clutching  at  the  old,  and  see  only  destruction  in  revolutions  ;  and 
third,  which  is  by  far  the  largest  class,  those  who  devote  themselves 
principally  to  their  bread  and  butter  ;  and,  so  long  as  they  have  a  good 
supply,  are  satisfied,  whether  the  world  moves  backward  or  forward. 
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Transactions  of  the  Homceopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State 

OF  New  York,  for  the  Year  1868.     Volume  VI.     Albany  :  Van 

Benthuysen  &  Sons'  Steam  Printing-house. 

The  munificence  of  the  Empire  State  gives  us,  as  Senate  document 
77,  a  volume  of  736  octavo  pages,  printed  and  bound  in  very  respect- 
able style  and  profusely  illustrated  by  lithograph.  More  than  any 
thing  else,  does  it  exhibit  the  patience,  energy  and  hard  work  v/hich 
the  indefatigable  Secretar}",  Dr.  H.  M.  Paine,  has  given,  in  accumu- 
Liting  from  such  diverse  sources  so  extensive  a  volume.  A  glance  at 
the  Table  of  Contents  shows  125  different  contributions,  divided  into 
four  general  heads.  The  first  includes  the  Proceedings  of  the  Annual 
Meeting  and  the  Address  of  the  President,  Dr.  Cornell.  The  second 
consists  of  fourteen  papers,  on  various  subjects,  contributed  by  hon- 
orary members,  and  coming  from  all  parts  of  the  Union.  Section  third 
is  made  up  of  reports  from  twenty-eight  county  societies,  with  papers 
and  communications  presented  at  their  various  meetings  ;  and  lastly, 
we  have  "  miscellaneous  papers." 

Some  of  these  contributions  are  original,  some  interesting  and 
others  curious.  A  considerable  part  of  the  book  is  merely  docu- 
mentary. 

It  may  be  that  the  book  would  have  been  reduced  in  volume  more 
than  in  value,  had  its  issue  been  a  charge  on  the  funds  of  its  authors. 
We  know  that  it  is  irksome  and  ungrateful  work  to  cull  out  only 
really  valuable  articles,  to  pare  down  redundant  sentences,  to  recon- 
struct phrases,  to  guess  at  a  writer's  meaning  after  several  careful 
readings  of  his  article,  and  to  make  clear  sentences  out  of  very  con- 
fused and  unmeaning  ones  ;  and  yet  all  this  must  be  done  with  the 
miscellaneous  papers  of  a  medical  society  before  a  Tolume  can  be 
published  which  will  confer  credit  upon  the  society.  That  a  great 
deal  of  this  has  been  done  in  this  volume  is  apparent  to  every  one  at 
all  conversant  with  such  work ;  that  a  great  deal  more  could  and 
should  have  been  done,  undoubtedly  no  one  knows  better  than  the 
Secretary  himself. 

The  New  York  Society  is  evidently  in  a  very  prosperous  condition, 
and  if  its  volumes  continue  to  improve  as  they  have  already  in  the 
six  years  during  which  the  State  has  published  them,  we  shall  have 
a  series  oi  publications  of  which  both  the  State  and  the  counUy  may 
well  feel  proud. 
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Diseases  of  Children.  By  J.  Lewis  Smith,  M.D.  Philadel- 
phia :  Henry  C.  Lea. 

The  importance  of  a  better  understanding  of  the  diseases  of  infan- 
cy is  shown  by  the  terrible  mortalit}^  of  the  first  five  years,  of  the  first 
year  and  of  even  the  first  month.  One  third  of  those  born  in  the  city 
of  New  York  are  supposed  to  die  in  less  than  five  years.  Fifteen  per 
cent,  of  the  children  born  in  England  die  in  the  first  year  and  more 
than  four  per  cent  in  the  first  month.  Our  author,  who  is  Physician 
to  the  Infant's  Hospital  at  Ward's  Island,  New  York,  and  Curator  to 
the  Nursery  and  Child's  Hospital  in  that  city,  has  had  abundant  op- 
portunities for  studying  the  diseases  of  childhood  with  all  the  difficul- 
ties of  treatment  arising  from  filth,  crowding,  foul  air,  congenital 
disease,  swill  milk  and  other  causes  of  infantile  murder,  to  saj'^  nothing 
of  allopathic  medicines.  He  states  that  the  foundlings  of  that  city, 
amounting  to  several  hundred  a  year,  were  formerly  fed  by  hand 
entirely,  and  that  the  consequent  mortality  '"  nearly  reached  one  hun- 
dred per  cent. ! "  An  octavo  of  six  hundred  and  twenty  pages,  (a 
systematic  work,  covering  the  whole  ground,)  by  an  independent 
thinker,  with  such  opportunities  for  observation,  is  a  book  of  some 
moment.  It  ought  to  save  hundreds  of  lives,  and  we  believe  would 
have  done  so  if  directions  for  judicious  homoeopathic  treatment  had 
been  incorporated  in  the  book* 

Outlines  of  Physiology,  Human  and  Comparative.  By  John 
Marshall,  F.  R.  S.  With  additions  by  Francis  G.  Smith, 
M.D.  Illustrated  by  numerous  Wood-cuts.  Philadelphia  : 
Henry  C.  Lea. 

This  solid  octavo  of  1,026  pages,  is  intended  for  laymen  as  well  as 
medical  men ;  a  text-book  for  a  most  thorough  course.  It  not  only 
illustrates  anatomy  by  drawings,  but  aids  in  the  prosecution  of  its 
study  by  the  dissection  of  inferior  animals.  Large  as  the  volume  is, 
its  bulk  would  have  been  doubled  but  for  rigidly  keeping  to  general 
principles.  One  result  of  this  is  that  its  sixty  pages  on  reproduction, 
though  taking  the  whole  range  from  polyp  to  man,  would  be  unobjec- 
tionable reading  to  a  miscellaneous  audience.  It  is  well  brought  up 
to  the  present  time.  Its  bulk  might  be  considered  an  objection  to  its 
use  in  colleges,  but  an  education  ought  not  to  be  called  truly  liberal 
in  which  less  is  taught,  or,  at  least,  placed  within  reach  of  the  student. 
For  the  medical  student,  it  appears  to  us  to  be  an  excellent  text-book, 
though  much  more  of  a  collateral  nature  is  needed  in  a  complete  work 
on  physiology.  This  would,  however,  naturally  make  part  of  an  ex- 
tended course  of  anatomy,  pathology,  chemistry  and  psychology. 

A  Conspectus  of  the  Medical  Sciences  :  comprising  manuals  of 
Anatomy,  Physiology,  Chemistry,  Materia  Medic  a,  Practice 
of  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Obstetrics.  For  the  use  of  Stu- 
dents. By  Henry  Hartshorne,  MD.  With  three  hundred 
Illustrations.  Philadelphia  :  Henry  C.  Lea. 
Seven  complete  treatises  in  the  space  of  1002  pages  duodecimo, 
averaging  therefore  one  hundred  and  forty-three  pages  each !  Its 
prime  use  is  for  daily  and  hourly  consultation  during  a  course  of  lec- 
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tures,  perhaps  also  for  "  cramming"  previons  to  an  examination.  It 
might  also  find  a  place  in  the  gig  of  the  practitioner  to  be  used  in  ex- 
traordinary emergencies.  Next  to  its  furtive  presence  in  the  "  green- 
room "  its  worst  location  might  be  in  the  library  of  a  layman.  Its 
chemistry  is  too  old,  and  its  botany  open  to  correction.  In  a  school 
"where  it  should  be  recognized  by  all  the  professors  as  a  syllabus  of 
their  lectures,  it  would  render  the  student  a  most  efficient  service. 
We  doubt  if  any  studious  physician  who  has  access  to  larger  and 
more  comprehensive  works  would  be  satisfied  with  the  study  of  this. 

Essentials  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine.  A 
Hand-book  for  Students  and  Practitioners.  By  Henry  Harts- 
HORNE,  M.D.  Second  Edition,  Revised  and  Improved.  Phila- 
delphia :  Henry  C.  Lea. 

This  is  an  enlargement  upon  part  five  of  the  hand-book.  To  a  con- 
siderable extent  it  consists  of  the  same  words,  on  a  page  of  about  the 
same  size.  The  matter  is  quite  difl'erently  arranged,  however,  and 
has  (what  the  other  has  not )  an  index  and  two  hundred  and  fifty-one 
formulas,  which  latter  would  of  course  be  valueless  to  a  homoeopathic 
practitioner.  These  books,  published  by  H.  C.  Lea,  are  sold  by  E. 
P.  Dutton  &  Co.,  Boston. 

A  Rational  Treatise  on  the  Trunkal  Muscles.     By  E.  P.  Ban- 
ning, M.D.     New  York:  W.  A.  Townsend  &  Adams,  1868. 
This  book  published  in  handsome  typographical  style,  contains  a 
^reat  many  valuable  suggestions,  which  every  physician  could  peruse 
with  benefit. 

The  author  has  however  marred  the  book  from  beginning  to  end, 
by  an  egotism  and  a  laudation  of  Dr.  Banning  and  Dr.  Banning's 
apparatus,  which  would  lead  one  to  think  it  was  designed  for  an  ex- 
pensive advertisement  rather  than  a  scientific  treatise. 

Epitome  of  Homoeopathic  Medicines.    By  Wm.  L.  Breyfogle,  M.D. 

Philadelphia  :  F.  E.  Boericke. 

This  little  epitome  of  three  hundred  and  eightj^-four  pages,  is  very 
conveniently  arranged  for  reference,  and  will  be  of  value  to  the  hom- 
oeopathic physician  if  used  as  a  guide-board  to  a  more  comprehensive 
materia  medica. 

The  Western  Homceopathic  Observer,  conducted  by  Wm.  Tod  Hel- 
muth,  M.D.,  of  St.  Louis,  comes  to  us  in  a  new  dress,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  handsomest  and  most  readable  journals  of  our  ^school.  There 
is  a  degree  of  energy,  earnestness  and  originality  about  it  which  is 
quite  refreshing,  and  if  au}^  of  our  readers  wish  to  know  what  is  go- 
ing on  in  the  West  the}^  cannot  do  better  than  remit  the  year's  sub- 
scription, a  dollar  and  a  half  to  the  publisher. 

In  commencing  a  new  series  of  this  journal,  we  wish  it  had  been 
entirely  devoted  to  surgeiy,  and  surgical  matters  ;  we  have  no  purely 
surgical  journal  in  our  school,  and  there  is  no  person  so  competent 
to  conduct  one,  as  Dr.  Hehnuth.  We  are  sure  the  profession  would 
gladly  sustain  such  a  journal  both  by  contributions  and  subscriptions. 
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P.  E.  McManus,  M.D.,  of  Baltimore,  is  about  to  leave  for  a  trip  of  a  few 
months  in  Europe. 

Eliphalet  Clark,  M.D.  —  Dr.  C.  H.  Burr,  of  Portland,  in  response  to  the 
suggestion  in  the  last  number  of  the  Gazette,  writes  that  "Dr.  Clark  was 
thrown  from  his  sleigh  on  January  18th,  striking  upon  the  right  shoulder 
and  producing  a  fracture  of  the  right  clavicle  in  two  places.  The  concussion 
was  severe,  and  caused  insensibility  for  several  hours.  When  he  was  suffi- 
ciently recovered,  the  fractured  portions  of  bone  were  put  in  apposition,  a 
pad  placed  in  the  axilla,  and  the  arm  and  shoulder  confined  in  the  desired 
position  by  adhesive  straps.  No  bandages  were  used.  The  strap  answered 
every  purpose,  and  proved  much  more  comfortable  and  satisfactory  than  the 
old  way  of  binding  in  cotton  cloth.  A  severe  cough  added  to  his  discomfort, 
and  prostrated  him  so  much  as  to  cause  his  friends  many  apprehensions  as  to 
the  result.  Everything  seems  favorable  now,  however,  and  there  is  reason 
to  hope  that  within  a  few  weeks  he  will  again  be  employed  in  the  active  du- 
ties of  his  profession." 

Dr.  Brown-S^quard,  so  says  the  London  Lancet,  has  declined  the  Chair 
of  Comparative  Pathology  at  the  Paris  School  of  Medicine. 

Removals.  —  Henry  N.  Avery,  M.D.,  from  Poughkeepsie,  N.Y.,  to  No. 
10  East  Twenty-eighth  Street,  New  York,  where  he  forms  a  partial  partner- 
ship with  Prof.  D.  D.  Smith. 

E.  W.  Avery,  M.D.,  assumes  the  practice  of  his  brother  in  Poughkeep- 
sie, N.  Y. 

Prof.  D.  D.  Smith,  M.D.,  has  resumed  practice  at  No.  10  East  Twenty- 
eighth  Street,  New  York. 

Wm.  G.  Graham,  M.D.,  from  Canton,  Ohio,  to  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Chas.  Newport,  M.D.,  from  Holyoke,  Mass.,  to  California. 

G.  H.  Smith,  M.D.,  from  Sycamore,  111.,  to  Holyoke,  Mass. 

Married. —  On  Feb.  22,  George  E.  Butman,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Eveline  D. 
Hill,  both  of  Boston. 

On  Jan.  19,  Jacob  Reed,  M.D.,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  to  Miss  Char- 
lotte R.  Gumming. 
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H.  S.  wants  to  know  **if  there  is  any  practical  value  in  the  velocipede." 
We  think  pecuniary  profit  will  go  to  the  maker  and  vender;  exciting  pleasure 
to  those  who  use  this  expensive  toy ;  and  physical  benefit  to  the  expert  rider, 
who  gets  from  this  a  suitable  amount  of  exercise  in  the  open  air,  which  he 
would  not  otherwise  obtain. 

C.  H.  B.  —  Many  thanks  for  your  good  opinion.  We  go  a  step  further, 
and  what  you  say  of  editors,  we  would  recommend  to  all  physicians,  viz., 
that  they  *'shc«ild  be  homoeopathic  in  their  preferences  and  tendencies; 
should  have  faith  in  accurate  prescriptions ;  should  be  able  carefully  to  ana- 
lyze cases ;  and  prescribe  according  to  characteristic  symptoms." 

T.  P.  P.  —  We  regret,  with  you,  the  spirit  of  intolerance,  dogmatism  and 
denunciation  which  has  often  been  exhibited  by  eminent  physicians  towards 
others  of  slightly  difi'erent  opinions.  We  hope  that  homoeopathists  will  set 
an  example  of  reform  in  this  respect,  and  consider  "  that  great  toleration 
must  be  exercised  where  i\iQ  purpose  is  in  the  right  direction." 
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C.  S.  V.  — We  fully  commend  the  motto,  In  certis,  unitas ;  in  duMis,  liber- 
tas ;  in  omnibus,  charitas ;  and  in  the  doubtful  things,  "we  have  not  much 
to  fear  from  error  so  long  as  truth  is  left  free  to  combat  it." 

H.  K.  B.  — The  Transactions  of  the  last  session  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homoeopathy  are  not  yet  published,  but  are  going  through  the  press  with 
all  the  care  and  accuracy  which  the  Secretary  can  give  them. 

E.  G.  C,  H.  S.,  E.  M.  C,  and  others.  We  do  not  propose  to  continue  the 
discussion  as  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  positions  assumed  by  Dr. 
Holcombe  and  Prof.  Wilson.  Our  readers  are  abundantly  able  to  form  their 
own  judgment.  But  if  you  will  send  anything  of  real  value  to  the  profession 
"we  shall  gladly  insert  it  in  the  Gazette. 

J.  C.  W.  —  Codman  &  Shurtleff  import,  as  well  as  manufacture,  every  variety 
of  surgical  instruments,  and  you  can  rely  entirely  upon  their  statements. 

"  Professor  Dr.  G.  M."  —  We  have  not  received  your  pamphlet ;  but,  from 
the  tone  of  your  letter,  fear  that  its  extensive  circulation  would  not  tend  to 
elevate  the  position  of  homcEopathy  among  the  educated  classes,  who  are 
most  capable  of  judging  of  its  merits,  and  whom  we  most  desire  as  adherents. 
The  plan  you  propose  for  making  converts  smacks  of  charlatanry. 
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The  following  exchanges  for  February :  — 

The  Homoeopathic  Sun ;  New  York.  The  Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter; Cleveland,  0.  American  Homoeopathic  Observer;  Detroit,  Mich. 
The  Medical  Investigator;  Chicago,  111.  The  Western  Homoeopathic  Ob- 
server (for  January  and  February);  St.  Louis.  The  Homoeopathic  World ; 
London,  Eng.  The  Homoeopathic  Quarterly  (for  January);  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
El  Criterio  Medico  (for  January  and  February) ;  Madrid,  Spain.  The  Medical 
Record;  New  York.  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  American  Ec- 
lectic Medical  Review  (for  JanuarjO;  New  York.  Pacific  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal;  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery  (for  January  and  February) ;  Nashville,  Tenn.  Boston  Journal  of 
Chemistry.  Our  Dumb  Animals ;  Boston.  Little  Wanderers'  Advocate ; 
Boston.  The  Monthly  Record  of  the  Five  Points  House  of  Industry ;  New 
York.  The  Guardian  of  Health  and  Education;  Boston.  Littell's  Living 
Age;  Boston.    Every  Saturday;  Boston. 

Taenia  Solium;  by  D.  G.  Woodvine,  M.D. ;  Boston.  The  Origin  of  Homoeo- 
pathy; by  D.  B.  Whittier,  M.D. ;  Fitchburg.  Classification  of  a  Few  of  the 
New  Remedies,  according  to  the  Parts  of  the  Body  Acted  Upon ;  after  the 
plan  of  Bonninghausen ;  by  Temple  S.  Hoyne,  M.D;  Luyties,  St.  Louis. 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Boston  Homoeopathic  Society ;  1869.  The 
Half  Yearly  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences ;  H.  C.  Lea,  Philadelphia. 
Personalbestand  der  Koniglich  Bayerischen  Julius-Maxirailians-Universi- 
tat;  Wiirtzburg.  Svapnia,  or  Purified  Opium;  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Bigelow;  De- 
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PATHOLOGICAL  APPEARANCES   OBSERVED  BY  THE  AID 
OF  THE   LARYNGOSCOPE. 

BY  J.   H.   WOODBURY,   M.D.,   BOSTON 
Bead  before  the  Boston  Academy  of  Homoeopathic  Medicine. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  hastily  prepared  paper  to  give  a 
systematic  view  of  the  diseases  of  the  larnyx,  as  revealed  by  the 
laryngoscope;  nor,  at  present^  is  it  possible  to  do  so.  The  pathol- 
ogy of  the  larnyx  has  gained  a  rich  prize  from  the  use  of  the  mir- 
ror :  new  types  of  disease  have  been  discovered,  of  which  no  trace 
can  be  found  upon  the  cadaver,  or  in  which  the  last  stages  only  of 
development  are  there  discernible.  This  has  been  made  possible 
by  the  fact  that  it  corrects  our  previous  ideas  and  impressions  upon 
many  of  the  physiological  relations  of  the  air-passageS;  and  of  the 
parts  surrounding  the  entrance  to  the  larynx.  The  therapeutics  of 
laryngeal  diseases  is,  so  to  speak,  newly  created :  on  the  one  hand 
we  have  gained  new  and  established  indications ;  on  the  other,  local 
treatment  has  passed  out  of  the  condition  of  deceptive  groping 
into  that  of  reliable  manipulation. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  description  of  pathological  appearances, 
I  will  briefly  recapitulate  the  anatomical  structure  of  the  healthy 
larynx,  as  shown  by  the  laryngeal  mirror.  The  image  of  the  larynx 
shows  the  right  vocal  cord  of  the  person  examined  at  the  left  of 
the  observer,  and  vice  versa,  just  as  a  direct  view  would.  But  the 
vertical  order  of  the  parts  is  reversed.  Those  which  stand  in 
front — e.g.,  the  tongue,  the  epiglottis^  the  anterior  extremity  of  the 
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vocal  cords,  the  anterior  wall  of  the  trachea,  etc. — are  seen  in 
the  mirror  above,  and  at  the  same  time  somewhat  forward.  All 
those  parts  which  lie  behind  are  seen  below  and  behind  in  the 
mirror,  as  —  for  example  —  the  arytenoid  cartilages,  the  posterior 
extremities  of  the  vocal  cords,  and  the  commencement  of  the  oesopha- 
gus. Thus,  supposing  ourselves  possessed  of  a  glass  of  sufficient 
size,  and  comprehensive  enough  to  take  in  at  a  single  view  all  the 
different  parts  of  the  larynx,  (which,  however,  is  rarely  or  never 
the  case),  we  should  see,  at  the  uppermost  part  of  the  mirror,  the 
base  of  the  tongue,  with  its  papilla ;  next  below  appears  the  region 
between  the  tongue  and  the  epiglottis,  then  a  portion  of  the  upper 
surface  and  edge  of  the  epiglottis,  then  the  glottis  widely  opened. 
Through  this  appears,  first,  the  anterior  wall  of  the  larynx,^  and 
the  commencement  of  the  trachea :  under  favorable  circumstances, 
we  may  see  below  the  protrusion  of  the  epiglottis,  the  inner  surface 
of  the  thyroid  cartilage,  the  cricoid  cartilage,  and  frequently  three 
or  four  tracheal  rings.  We  see  the  entire  length  of  the  vocal 
cords,  the  ventricular  bands  or  false  vocal  cords,  and  sometimes 
the  whole  length  of  the  trachea,  even  to  the  bifurcation. 

In  a  healthy  condition,  the  epiglottis  is  of  a  pale  salmon  or 
buff  color,  about  the  same  shade  as  the  conjunctiva:  the  same  is 
true  of  the  interior  of  the  larynx  below  the  glottis,  the  cricoid  car- 
tilage, and  the  tracheal  rings.  The  interior  of  the  pharynx,  above 
the  glottis,  is  a  pale  rose-color,  like  the  gums.  The  vocal  cords 
are  white,  with  a  gray  shade,  and  glisten  like  a  tendon.  The 
commissure  between  the  arytenoid  cartilages  is  whitish-yellow,  and 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea  is  pale-red. 

The  larynx  has  a  great  interest  to  the  physiologist.  Aside  from 
its  function  in  the  utterance  of  vocal  sounds,  —  the  most  wonderful 
performance  of  animal  mechanism,  —  in  its  intimate  relations  with 
respiration  it  is  concerned  in  the  acts  of  swallowing,  vomiting, 
strangling,  and  coughing. 

In  ordinary  quiet  breathing,  the  glottis  is  half  open ;  the  aryte- 
noid cartilages  stand  erect,  with  their  apices  well  apart;  the  epi- 
glottis is  depressed  backwards,  so  that  it  covers  nearly  the  entire 
entrance  to  the  larynx;  and  only  a  small  portion  of  the  vocal  cords 
is  visible.      A  horizontal  elliptical  space  between  the  epiglottis 
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and  the  arytenoid  cartilages  is  left  open  for  the  admission  of  the 
air.  A  slight  dilatation  and  contraction  of  the  glottis  occurs  at 
each  respiration ;  and,  as  the  respiration  is  deeper  and  quicker,  or 
as  the  necessity  for  air  is  greater,  will  all  those  parts  which  stand 
in  the  way  of  its  admission  be  involuntarily  separated  from  each 
other.  Every  change  of  form  in  the  glottis  is  the  result  of  quick 
and  sharply-defined  movemenis  of  the  arytenoid  cartilages. 

Johann  Miiller  has  described  the  larynx  as  a  musical  instru- 
ment, composed  of  a  two-lipped  membranous  pipe  (the  glottis), 
with  a  wind-chest  (the  trachea),  and  a  mouth-piece  (all  those  parts 
which  lie  above  the  glottis).  It  is  yet  an  open  question,  which  is 
the  original  producer  of  the  tone,  —  the  air,  or  the  vocal  cords ;  or, 
more  definitely,  whether  the  tones  arise  from  the  regularly  recur- 
ring interruption  of  the  current  of  air  passing  tlirough  a  tube  of  a 
certain  caliber,  thus  throwing  the  air  itself  into  musical  vibrations, 
or  whether  the  expelled  current  causes  the  vocal  cords  to  vibrate 
musically  themselves,  like  reeds  of  wind-instruments,  —  the  vibra- 
tions being  thus  imparted  to  the  air.  There  is  good  ground  for 
supposing  that  both  conditions  are  requisite,  and  act  together  for 
the  production  of  the  voice.  The  actual  requisites  for  the  forma- 
tion of  tone  are,  —  approximation  of  the  arytenoid  cartilages,  ten- 
sion of  the  vocal  cords,  and  a  current  of  air  of  a  certain  intensity 
and  rapidity.  Alterations  of  one  or  more  of  these  factors  dis- 
turbs the  vocalization,  and  produces  hoarseness  or  aphonia,  which 
are,  to  a  great  extent,  two  phases  of  the  same  phenomenon,  differing 
only  in  intensity.  These  different  factors  have,  however,  within  cer- 
tain limits,  a  compensating  capacity,  so  that  any  alteration  caused 
by  an  altered  tension  of  the  vocal  cords,  may  be  counterbalanced 
by  an  increase  or  diminution  of  the  expelled  current. 

We  pass  now  to  the  consideration  of  some  of  the  pathological 
changes  produced  in  the  larynx  by  various  diseases,  as  seen  by  the 
aid  of  the  laryngoscope.  No  clear  idea  of  these  could  be  obtained 
before  the  introduction  of  the  use  of  the  mirror.  The  most  simple 
alteration  is  congestion,  or  hyperaemia.  This  occurs  either  from 
slight  irritation,  or  as  a  concomitant  of  other  diseased  conditions. 
It  occasionally  leads  to  a  haemorrhage  of  slight  extent  either  into 
the  tissues,  or  from  its  surface.     The  blood  in  this  case  is    either 
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mingled  with  the  secretions  in  the  form  of  streaks  or  clots,  or  it  is 
di£Pused  through  them,  imparting  a  brownish  color.  The  more 
chronic  forms  of  haemorrhage  occur  in  connection  with  anom- 
alous menstruation,  with  suppressed  haemorrhoids,  in  scorbu- 
tus, in  tuberculosis,  &c. ;  the  acute  are  generally  produced  by  some 
form  of  local  irritation.  A  slight  degree  of  hyperasmia,  sufficient 
to  give  the  vocal  cords  a  rosy  tinge,  and  to  deepen  the  color  of  the 
surrounding  parts,  may  be  produced  by  long-continued  examination 
with  the  laryngeal  mirror,  or  by  smoking.  This  effect  is  of  course 
transient.  It  is  evidently  produced  by  its  quality  when  surcharged 
with  the  smoke  of  tobacco,  —  or  by  the  more  rapid  passage  of  the 
air,  and  also  by  the  effort  made  to  produce  and  sustain  certain 
movements  and  positions.  A  more  intense  hyperaemia  may  be  pro- 
duced by  long-continued  speaking  or  singing  in  the  open  air.  The 
throats  of  many  of  our  stump-speakers  would  exhibit  fine  illustra- 
tions of  this  affection. 

I  have  now  under  treatment  a  case  of  this  description,  where 
haemorrhage  to  a  considerable  extent  has  existed  for  a  long  time. 
It  is  passive  in  its  character,  merely  a  slight  oozing,  but  sufficient 
in  the  aggregate  to  greatly  reduce  the  patient's  strength,  and  bleach 
his  countenance  to  a  hue  of  extreme  pallor.  His  whole  larynx  is 
of  a  deep-scarlet  color,  and  numerous  small  haemorrhagic  points  are 
visible,  from  which  the  blood  has  exuded  slowly  but  constantly  for 
a  long  time.  By  the  frequent  and  persisfent  use  of  the  persulphate 
of  iron,  this  haemorrhage  has  been  finally  stopped,  and  the  gentle- 
man is  now  fast  recovering  his  former  strength  and  color.  The 
chief  source  of  the  haemorrhage  was  from  a  small  point  near  the 
base  of  the  right  arytenoid  cartilage.  This  was  touched  each  day 
with  a  strong  solution  of  the  persulphate ;  and  the  same  remedy  was 
applied  to  the  whole  throat  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  twice  a  day, 
with  an  "  atomizer."  This  has  been  continued  for  several  weeks, 
with  the  effect  of  greatly  diminishing  the  local  congestion,  as  well 
as  stopping  the  haemorrhage. 

Akin  to  this  is  a  varicose  condition  of  the  veins  of  the  pliarynx 
and  laryngeal  mucous  membrane,  from  which  also  haemorrhage 
sometimes  takes  place.  A  very  marked  case  of  this  kind  came 
under  my  observation  within  the  last  few  days  in  a  patient  who  was 
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sent  to  me  for  examination  by  a  physician  of  this  city.  There  was 
a  slight  haemorrhage  from  the  throat,  particularly  noticeable  in  the 
morning,  or  when  the  throat  had  been  at  rest  for  some  time.  On 
examination,  a  most  decidedly  varicose  condition  was  revealed,  and 
the  source  of  the  haemorrhage  at  once  made  apparent. 

One  of  the  most  common  diseases  of  the  larynx  is  catarrh,  which 
exhibits  here  all  of  its  well-known  general  characteristics  of  red- 
ness, tumefaction,  and  increased  and  altered  secretion.  In  many 
cases  not  only  the  mucous  membrane,  but  the  tissues  lying  beneath 
it,  are  affected.  The  redness  is  sometimes,  though  rarely,  equally 
distributed;  it  generally  presents  the  appearance  of  a  network  of 
injected  vessels  upon  the  diseased  mucous  membrane.  It  is  of  all 
shades,  from  pale  rose-color  to  the  deepest  red  of  the  buccal  mem- 
brane. The  swelling  depends  partly  upon  the  greater  fulness  of 
the  vessels,  and  partly  upon  the  infiltration  of  the  tissues.  The 
secretion  is  not  perceptible  with  the  mirror,  except  when  it  has  lost 
the  serous  character  which  it  presents  in  excessive  discharges  from 
the  nose  and  eyes,  and  has  become  muco-purulent.  It  is  then  to  be 
seen  in  considerable  quantities  in  such  localities  as  present  a  safe 
lodgment  for  it.  The  laryngoscope  has  revealed  to  us  the  fact  that 
individual  portions  of  the  larynx  may  be  the  seat  of  the  catarrhal 
inflammation,  separately  or  in  various  combinations,  while  other  por- 
tions remain  comparatively  free ;  but  to  give  a  detailed  description 
of  these  morbid  appearances  and  combinations,  would  fill  a  volume, 
and  be  altogether  foreign  to  the  purpose  of  this  paper.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  this  disease  presents  a  rich  field  for  laryngoscopic  research, 
and  nowhere  is  its  utility  more  fully  demonstrated  than  in  the 
observation  and  treatment  of  the  protean  forms  of  laryngeal 
catarrh. 

In  croup  and  diphtheria,  but  few  observations  have  been  made. 
Stark  describes  the  case  of  a  young  lady  which  presented  the  ordi- 
nary symptoms  of  croup :  the  laryngeal  mirror  showed  a  thick 
exudation,  deposited  beneath  the  vocal  cords,  and  also  upon  the 
interior  of  the  larynx,  which  so  far  diminished  the  diameter  of  the 
laryngeal  space  as  to  cause  frequent  attacks  of  suffocation.  A 
ring-shaped,  compact,  and  viscid  mass,  of  greyish  color,  was  found 
at  some  points ;    it  was  hard,  like  an   eschar,  and   streake  1  with 
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blood.  The  disease  extended  below  the  cricoid  cartilage,  but  the 
upper  portion  of  the  larynx  was  normal.  A  cure  followed  the 
repeated  cauterization  of  the  diseased  parts  with  a  strong  solution 
of  nitrate  of  silver. 

Scmeleder  reports  a  similar  case,  where  the  epiglottis  and  the 
entrance  to  the  glottis  were,  in  places,  denuded  of  their  mucous 
membrane,  and  covered  with  greyish-yellow  shreds;  the  vocal 
cords  were  yellow,  but  below  them,  as  far  down  as  could  be  seen, 
the  trachea  was  lined  with  a  dirty,  dingy,  greyish-yellow  deposit, 
contracting  its  space.  Here  and  there  it  hung  in  shreds  from  the 
sides  of  the  trachea,  and  was  detached  by  a  short  spasmodic  cough ; 
it  was  about  one  line  in  thickness,  and  through  it  the  surface  be- 
neath could  be  seen,  having  a  deep,  bluish-red  color,  and  a  spotted, 
uneven  appearance.  The  diagnosis  of  diphtheria  was  easily  made, 
and  it  appeared  that  the  process  had  commenced  above  and 
extended  downward.  A  post-mortem  examination,  two  days  after- 
ward, showed  that  the  exudation  had  been  thrown  out  as  far  down 
as  the  bifurcation  of  the  trachea. 

Ulcers  in  connection  with  advanced  tuberculosis  are  by  no 
means  uncommon.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Academy,  I  read  a  report 
of  a  case  of  this  kind,  sent  me  by  Dr.  Whitney  for  examination : 
the  patient  died  a  few  weeks  later  in  New  Ffampshire,  and  an 
autopsy  fully  confirmed  the  diagnosis  which  I  had  made  with  the 
laryngoscope. 

Passing  over  a  large  number  of  other  affections  peculiar  to  the 
larynx,  I  propose  to  glance  rapidly  at  a  few  secondary  affections 
accompanying  acute  diseases. 

A  large  number  of  patients  sick  with  measles  were  examined  in 
Prof.  Hcbra's  ward  in  the  Vienna  General  Hospital,  to  decide  the 
question  whether  the  disease  occurred  in  the  larynx  in  the  form  of 
flecks,  as  upon  the  skin,  or  as  an  evenly  diffused  redness  and  swell- 
ing; in  short,  whether  there  was  a  catarrh  or  an  exanthem  in  the 
larynx.  An  evenly  diffused  redness  was  always  found  upon  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx,  and  upon  the  vocal  cords  a  yellow 
or  reddish-yellow  hue.  This  redness  extended  into  the  trachea  as 
far  as  the  fourth  ring,  beyond  which  it  was  never  observed. 

Dr.  J.  Netiman,  of  Vienna,  has  given  us  the  results  of  his  exam- 
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ination  of  a  few  cases  of  variola,  the  effects  of  which  in  the  air- 
passages,  he  says,  do  not  materially  differ  either  in  intensity  or 
distribution  from  those  exhibited  by  the  raucous  membrane  of  the 
mouth.  In  one  case,  which  terminated  fatally,  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  tlie  pharynx  and  trachea  was  completely  deprived  of  its 
epithelium,  and  covered  with  a  layer  of  pus  half  a  line  in  thickness, 
beneath  which  the  reddish-brown  mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea, 
greatly  swollen,  was  thickly  eroded  with  the  pits  of  variola.  These 
alterations  extended  into  the  bronchi  as  far  as  the  divisions  of  the 
third  grade,  while  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  smaller  branches 
was  swollen,  and  of  a  dark-red  color. 

In  four  cases  of  erysipelas  of  the  face,  —  three  primary  and  one 
intercurrent  with  a  contused  wound  of  the  fingers,  —  Dr.  Caswell, 
of  Providence,  found  an  inflammatory  redness  and  tumefaction  of 
the  epiglottis,  and  in  the  entrance  to  the  larynx  down  to  the  vocal 
cords ;  there  was  no  oppression,  no  alteration  of  the  voice.  With 
the  desquamation  of  the  skia,  the  inflammatory  redness  of  the  la- 
rynx also  vanished.  Lewin  found,  in  the  post-mortem  examination 
of  an  erysipelas  patient,  a  general  tumefaction  of  the  laryngeal 
walls,  and  intense  redness  of  the  vocal  cords.  He  also  asserts 
that  acute  skin  diseases  may  also  give  occasion  to  the  development 
of  neoplasms  in  the  larynx.  This  statement  is,  I  think,  not  well 
supported. 

A  great  number  of  the  inflammatory  affections  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  larynx,  as  well  as  of  the  submucous  tissue  and 
cartilages,  occur  in  the  different  stages  of  typhus.  Riihle  has 
given  this  class  of  cases  more  attention  than  any  one  else,  and  I 
will  briefly  mention  some  of  his  observations.  In  several  cases  he 
found  erosions  upon  the  vocal  cords,  which  healed,  however,  upon  the 
subsidence  of  the  fever,  without  leaving  any  trace ;  croupous  and 
diphtheritic  deposits  were  also  frequently  found,  especially  upon  the 
posterior  wall,  above  the  musculus  transversa s.  He  twice  found 
serous  and  sero-purulent  infiltration  of  the  submucous  tissue. 
(Edema  of  the  entrance  to  the  larynx  and  of  the  vocal  cords  —  in 
some  cases  so  great  as  to  render  tracheotomy  necessary  —  was 
frequently  seen  at  the  climax  of  the  fever;  and  ulceration  of 
the  mucous  membrane  was  by  no  means  uncommon.     These  changes 
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he  deems  due  to  the  constitutioD.  of  the  blood  in  such  patients,  and 
its  feeble  circulation. 

Emmert  ascribes  the  laryno:eal  ulcerations  of  typhus  to  the  decu- 
bitus of  the  patient,  as  most  of  them  are  found  at  points  which 
are  subject  to  pressure,  as  upon  the  lateral  edges  of  the  epiglottis, 
and  at  that  point  upon  its  under-surface  which  lies  upon  the  apices 
of  the  arytenoid  cartilages.  The  same  is  true  also  of  the  situation 
of  laryngeal  ulcers  in  tuberculosis.  Lewin  draws  attention  to  this 
fact  in  a  paper  on  this  subject,  and  shows  that  certain  portions  of 
the  larynx  are,  by  their  anatomical  nature  and  by  their  physiolog- 
ical function,  subject  to  ulceration,  and  particularly  mentions  the 
above-named  parts.  The  seats  of  laryngeal  ulceration  are  the  same 
in  tuberculosis  and  typhus,  but  the  conditions  of  the  two  are  very- 
different.  In  the  place  of  the  congestion  and  hyperasraia  of  typhus, 
we  more  frequently  find  ansemia  of  the  larynx  in  connection  with 
ulcerated  spots.  Semeleder  attaches  great  value  to  this  combina- 
tion as  a  prognostic  indication  of  the  presence  of  tuberculosis. 

I  wish  to  mention  another  form  of  laryngeal  ulceration  in  con- 
nection with  tuberculosis.  This  consists  of  small  infiltrations  of 
the  mucous  membrane,  generally  sharply  bounded,  of  a  dull,  gray- 
ish color,  upon  which  the  ulceration  commences  in  the  form  of 
points.  These  afterwards  become  confluent,  the  ulceration  at  the 
same  time  extending  in  depth.  Besides  these,  decubital  ulcers 
are,  as  before  remarked,  very  frequently  found  in  tuberculosis. 

In  this  disease  the  vocal  cords  are  frequently  found  indented; 
or  small  filaments  or  shreds  may  be  seen  hanging  from  them,  and, 
as  the  patient  begins  to  lose  ground,  croupous  or  diphtheritic  exuda- 
tions cover  the  walls  of  the  trachea  and  laryux.  In  tuberculosis 
these  ulcers  are  very  rarely  healed,  but  are  prone  to  extend  super- 
ficially, though  they  seldom  produce  perforation.  Tuberculosis  can, 
in  some  cases,  be  detected  in  the  larynx  by  the  laryngoscope  before 
its  existence  can  be  demonstrated  by  physical  signs  in  the  lungs. 
The  laryngoscopic  indications  of  tuberculosis  are  anaemia,  infiltration, 
and  ulceration  upon  the  points  where  there  are  numerous  glands, 
as  on  the  base  of  the  epiglottis,  and  upon  the  anterior  side  of  the 
arytenoids,  even  in  cases  where  typhus  and  syphilis  can  be  left 
out  of  the   question;  also  where   there  are  flat  ulcers  upon   the 
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vocal  cords,  and  upon  the  points  of  the  vocal  processes.  Lewin 
says  the  subsequent  development  of  tuberculosis  has  always  veri- 
fied his  diagnosis  where,  in  the  incipient  stage,  these  ulcers  were 
found  to  exist. 

Syphilis  is  developed  in  the  larynx  in  a  great  variety  of  combi- 
nations. Of  fifty-six  syphilitic  persons  examined  by  G-erhardt 
and  Roth,  eighteen  were  affected  with  some  form  of  laryngeal 
disease.  Forty-four  of  these  cases  had  primary  syphilis,  and,  of 
these,  eleven  had  disease  of  the  larynx  ;  the  remaining  twelve  had 
the  later  forms  of  syphilis,  and,  of  these,  seven  had  laryngeal 
symptoms.  These  observers  say  that,  when  the  appearances  of 
constitutional  syphilis  pass  beyond  the  simple,  indolent  swelling 
of  the  lingual  glands,  laryngeal  affections  are  almost  sure  to  occur. 
They  mention,  as  the  most  frequent  form  of  the  earlier  laryngeal 
diseases  in  syphilitic  patients,  the  papillary  formations,  which 
are  uneven,  whitish,  flat,  or  pointed  projections  of  various  sizes,  and 
unequally  distributed  over  the  laryngeal  mucous  membrane.  Czer- 
mark,  Ttirck,  and  others  have  seen  growths  of  the  cellular  tissue 
resembling  condyloma ;  also  tumors  with  broad  bases  and  other 
irregularly  formed  excrescences  upon  the  vocal  cords.  Extensive 
loss  of  substance  is  characteristic  of  syphilitic  ulcers  of  the  la- 
rynx, and  their  cicatrices  upon  the  vocal  cords  frequently  produce 
permanent  loss  of  voice.  They  possess  no  peculiar  characteristics 
except,  perhaps,  this  excessive  loss  of  substance;  and  even  this 
they  share  with  lupous  and  cancerous  ulcerations,  but,  with  tuber- 
culosis, only  exceptionally.  They  proceed  from  various  causes,  — 
the  superficial,  from  broad  condyloma;  the  more  deeply  seated, 
from  a  suppurating  perichondritis.  There  is  also  frequently 
found  in  connection  with  syphilis  a  sclerosis  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane and  submucous  cellular  tissue.  This  sclerosed  membrane 
is  frequently  destroyed  over  a  great  extent  of  surface,  or  the  ul- 
cerative process  may  extend  in  depth,  causing  extensive  loss  of 
substance,  necrosis,  and  the  loss  of  pieces  of  cartilage. 

Though  many  topics  upon  which  I  designed  to  write  are  still 
untouched,  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  them  all  even  a  passing 
notice,  without  swelling  this  paper  to  the  dimensions  of  a  large 
volume. 
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ACUTE    RHEUMATISM. 

BY   D.    B.    WHITTIER,    M.D.,    FITCHBURG,   MASS. 
Read  before  the  Worcester  County  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  the  most  common 
symptoms  of  this  disease.  I  will  briefly  mention  such  peculiarities 
of  treatment,  in  cases  of  my  own.  as  the  service  of  my  untrustwor- 
thy memory  shall  supply.  The  locality  in  which  I  reside  has  not 
been  visited  by  an  epidemic  of  acute  rheumatism  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  the  proportion  of  cases  in  my  practice  has  been  quite 
small.  I  cannot;  therefore,  speak  of  late  epidemics,  or  give  the 
result  of  a  large  experience.  I  consider  the  causes  of  acute  rheu- 
matism to  be  chiefly  three :  the  first  and  most  potent,  the  Expo- 
sure to  extremes  of  temperature;  second,  the  sudden  and  con- 
tinued suppression  of  a  profuse  perspiration,  natural  or. excited; 
the  third  cause  I  attribute  to  the  neglect  of  the  "  great  unwashed," 
a  class  whose  cuticles  are  seldom,  if  ever,  visited  by  the  purifying 
properties  of  soap  and  water. 

By  this  neglect,  the  skin,  one  of  the  great  emunctories  of  the 
human  economy,  is  debarred  the  healthful  discharge  of  its  office; 
consequently,  by  the  failure  of  this  wise  provision  of  nature,  effete 
matter,  which  should  be  excreted,  is  retained  in  the  circulation,  and 
produces  a  rheumatic  tendency.  I  am  aware  that  some  authors  do 
not  consider  perspiration  an  elimiiiative  effort  of  nature,  and  that 
the  worst  cases  of  rheumatism  occur  in  persons  who  perspire  most. 
They,  therefore,  would  not  have  perspiration  encouraged,  but 
rather  treated  as  a  morbid  action,  and  held  in  check.  But  my 
limited  experience  leads  me  to,  conclusions  opposite. 

The  inflammation  in  acute  rheumatism  is  specific ;  and  the  three 
manifestations  of  it  are  determined  by  the  anatomical  structure 
upon  which  it  locates.    They  are  muscular,  articular,  and  neuralgic. 

This  disease,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  is  confined  to  the 
male  sex,  unless  the  neuralgic  variety  be  an  exception.  It  may  be 
complicated  by  metastasis  to  the  heart,  to  the  brain  and  its  mem- 
branes, or  to  the  uterus;  and  the  attack  is  most  likely  to  be  made 
upon  the  weakest  of  these  parts,  or  to  that  most  susceptible  to  dis- 
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ease.     Where  there  is  no  metastasis;   the  disease  generally  yields 
readily  to  treatment. 

Preventive  treatment  consists  in  those  measures  which  promote 
the  general  health  of  the  patient.  The  most  important  of  these 
are, —  abstinence  from  stimulating  diet  and  beverages,  particular  1}^ 
alcoholic  liquors ;  the  use  of  the  silk  shirt,  and  white  woollen  flan- 
nel; dry  feet;  and  the  proper  and  uniform  protection  of  the  body. 

To  local  treatment  I  have  been  led  to  ascribe  as  much  impor- 
tance as  to  the  internal.  My  chief  methods  are,  the  use  of  moist 
heat,  applied  either  by  means  of  vapor  baths,  or  wet-sheet  packs. 
Either  of  these  may  be  general  or  local.  If  the  patient  be  able 
to  pass  through  the  ordeal  of  a  general  vapor-bath,  it  is  preferable; 
as  it  is  the  quickest  and  surest  process  of  relieving  the  skin  by 
profuse  perspiration,  equalizing  the  circulation,  lowering  and 
softening  the  pulse,  and  imparting  a  comparative  degree  of  com- 
fort by  abating  pain,  muscular  rigidity,  and  heat.  But,  whether 
the  patient  be  able  to  take  the  prescribed  general  vapor-bath,  or 
not,  the  local  bath  will  be  required;  for,  notwithstanding  the  ame- 
lioration produced  by  a  general  bath,  the  distressing  symptoms 
are  liable  to  recur  and  demand  its  repetition,  or  a  continual  use 
of  the  application.  The  local  bath  is  generally  administered  in 
bed.  The  part  affected  is  supported  over  a  pan  of  boiling  water 
placed  on  the  bed.  A  doubled  flannel  is  laid  over  the  whole.  If 
the  degree  of  heat  be  greater  than  can  well  be  borne,  a  part  of  it 
may  be  allowed  to  escape  by  raising  the  covering.  When  tliis  has 
again  caused  relief  of  pain,  or  has  been  borne  without  relief  as 
long  as  it  comfortably  can  be,  remove  the  bath,  and  apply  the  local 
hot  pack  medicated  with  the  same  remedy  which  is  used  internally, 
or  the  cloth  may  be  moistened  with  water  only. 

The  general  bath  is  not  to  be  used  oftener  than  once  or  twice  a 
day;  but  the  local  bath  and  pack  may  be  used  in  frequent  alterna- 
tion, or  from  one  to  four  times  a  day,  until  the  severity  of  the  pain 
and  the  inflammation  have  subsided. 

TJie  internal  treatment  varies  according  to  the  variety  of  the 
disease.     When  the  inflammation  is  seated  chiefly  in  the  muscular 
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structures,  we  have  the  peculiar  pains  of  diseased  fibrous  tissue. 
These  are  tearing,  sticking,  and  aching,  combined  with  the  burning 
heat  and  restlessness  of  acute  inflammation.  I  find  no  remedy 
better  adapted  to  this  condition  than  Aconite  tincture,  two  or  three 
drops  in  water.  If,  with  the  use  of  Aconite,  there  is  great  redness 
and  turgescence  of  the  parts,  I  alternate  Veratrum  viride  with  it. 
Actcea  racemosa  has,  I  believe,  a  partiality  for  the  muscles  of  the 
neck,  chest,  back,  and  uterus,  and  will  be  found  admirably  adapted 
to  rheumatic  affections  of  these  parts.  It  affords  prompt  relief  to 
that  torture  which  compels  to  restlessness,  even  though  the  motion 
causes  great  pain.  It  is  particularly  indicated  for  the  wander- 
ing and  shooting  pains  so  liable  to  occur  in  diseases  of  muscular, 
and  nervous  tissue.  While  I  am  not  able  to  give  specific  and 
never-failing  indications  of  this  remedy,  I  am  nevertheless  confi- 
dent that  its  use  in  this  and  kindred  diseases  will  be  found  satis- 
factory and  worthy  of  confidence.  I  follow  Aconite  with  this 
remedy ;  or,  if  no  great  febrile  action  is  presented,  its  use  may 
commence  the  treatment.  I  employ  from  the  tincture  to  the  third 
dilution.  Nux  vomica  will  relieve  numbness,  paralytic  indications, 
and  muscular  stiffness  in  convalescence. 

Articular  rheumatism  is  confined  to  the  joints  and  contiguous 
parts,  attacking  principally  the  synovial  membranes  and  the  liga- 
ments. The  pains  are  sticking,  sore,  and  stinging, — characteristic 
of  rheumatic  inflammation  of  serous  membranes. 

After  the  administration  of  Acojiite,  the  remedies  for  this  form 
either  with  or  after  the  local  means,  are, — Bryonia,  Rhus,  tox.,  and 
radicans,  indicated  by  their  well-known  characteristics  ;  for  gouty 
complications,  Rhus  tox.,  Nux.  vom.  ;  for  periosteal  rheumatism, 
Phytolacca ;  in  case  of  metastasis  to  the  heart,  Aconite,  Actcea, 
Cactus  grand. ',  and,  in  metastasis  to  the  uterus,  Actcea,  and  Caulo- 
phyllum. 

In  neuralgic  cases,  the  greater  proportion  of  the  morbid  influ- 
ence is  spent  upon  the  nerves  and  their  membranes.  The  pains  of 
nervous  tissue  are  sudden,  stabbing,  and  shooting  paroxysms  of 
exceedingly  acute  pain,  following  the  course  of  the  nerves  in  the 
region  affected,  wandering  from  one  locality  to  another.  They 
chiefly  affect  the  female  sex.     Actcea  racemosa  is  pre-eminently  the 
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•  remodj  for  this  form  of  the  disease.  Ample  testimony  could  be 
furnished  respecting  its  homoeopathic  relation,  and  its  efficacy  in 
this  as  also  in  the  other  manifestations  of  rheumatism.  An  ac- 
quaintance with  its  pathogenetic  and  clinical  records  cannot  fail  to 
convince  of  its  applicability.  In  the  provings  of  Actcea,  the  pains 
are  almost  always  characterized  as  ''  sharp,  cutting,  perfectly  neural- 
gic, wandering,  burning  in  lines,  hot,  and  paroxysmal."  To  these 
indications  may  be  added  valuable  clinical  observations.  Promi- 
nent among  them  are  those  of  muscular  pains,  rheumatic  neuralgia ; 
great  nervous  excitement,  and  an  ungovernable  restlessness,  worse 
during  the  night ;  muscles,  sore,  and  worse  upon  motion.  But  per- 
haps a  still  more  convincing  proof  has  been  found  in  the  analysis  of 
the  urine  during  the  proving  of  this  drug. 

By  the  test  of  litmus-paper,  it  was  found  strongly  acid.  Speci- 
mens treated  with  nitric  acid  yielded  abundant  crystals,  of  the 
''  fine,  satin-like  lustre,"  so  peculiar  to  nitrate  of  urea,  under  such 
conditions  as  indicate  it  largely  in  excess.  The  specimens  were 
subjected  to  heat  and  acids  and  examined  by  the  microscope  care- 
fully enough  to  determine  the  presence  of  uric  acid. 

Such  are  the  results  of  my  experience.  It  remains  for  more  ex- 
tended observations  to  confirm  or  refute  them. 


CROUP. 

BY   SAMUEL   GREGG,   M.D.,   OF  BOSTOiSr. 
Read  before  the  Boston  Academy  of  Homoeopathic  Medicine. 

This  disease  has  been  so  well  described  by  medical  writers  that 
it  would  seem  superfluous  for  me  to  delineate  all  of  its  pathologi- 
cal peculiarities.  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  my  remarks  principally, 
to  my  own  views,  observations,  and  experience  in  its  treatment. 

Croup  is  generally  caused  by  exposure  to  damp  air,  to  currents 
of  cool  air,  and  to  sudden  changes  of  temperature.  I  think  I  have 
noticed  more  attacks  of  croup  during  the  months  of  April  and 
July,  than  in  any  other  months  in  the  year,  although  it  is  liable  to 
occur  at  all  seasons.  It  would  appear,  however,  that  a  certain  pre- 
disposition on  the  part  of  the  patient  is  necessary  in  order  to   de- 
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velop  the  disease ;  for  all  of  the  children  of  some  families  are  con- 
stantly liable  to  attacks  of  the  croup,  while  the  children  of  other 
families,  equally  exposed  to  the  same  influences,  are  entirely  ex- 
empt. And  this  peculiar  predisposition  in  some  families,  and  im- 
munity in  others,  may  be  traced  through  many  generations. 

It  is  not  always  an  easy  task,  in  the  early  stage  of  an  attack  of 
croup,  to  designate  a  particular  nosological  term,  as  spasmodic, 
catarrhal,  inflammatory,  or  true  membranous  croup. 

The  attack  of  spasmodic  or  asthmatic  croup  usually  comes  on 
suddenly  in  the  night,  after  sleeping  awhile.  The  child  hastily 
springs  up  in  a  paroxysm  of  coughing,  the  voice  husky,  hoarse, 
with  a  labored,  deep  inspiration,  and  a  constricted  feeling,  a  sensa- 
tion of  suffocation,  with  inability  to  speak.  Sometimes  efforts  to 
vomit,  and  indications  of  severe  distress  occur,  without  indications 
of  fever  or  inflammation. 

In  such  cases  I  generally  rely  upon  the  administration  of  Hepar 
sulph.,  Ipecacuanha,  or  Allium  cepa.  We  do  not  always  see  these 
cases  in  the  early  stage,  and  they  may  be  changed  into  an  inflam- 
matory or  catarrhal  condition  of  the  larynx,  from  improper  treat- 
ment. In  such  cases  it  is,  practically,  a  difficult  matter  to  select 
the  most  certainly  applicable  remedy  for  each  patient.  For  we 
cannot  inquire  for  the  peculiar  sensations  of  the  sufferer,  being 
obliged  to  rely  upon  the  objective  symptoms  for  the  indication  of  the 
remedy.  When  these  attacks  are  followed  by  fever,  inflammation, 
or  catarrhal  symptoms,  I  administer  Gelseminum  or  Aconite,  either 
alone,  or  alternated  with  other  remedies  which  I  think  indicated  at 
the  time.  These  remedies  I  administer  in  the  second  or  third 
decimal  attenuation,  to  be  repeated,  or  alternated  every  two  hours, 
one  hour,  or  every  half  hour,  according  to  the  urgent  necessity  for 
prompt  action  in  the  case.  By  the  above  course  of  treatment  I 
have  found  no  difficulty  in  restoring  such  patients  in  two  or  three 
days,  or  oftentimes  in  as  many  hours. 

The  attack  of  true  inflammatory  croup,  to  be  followed  by  a 
membranous  deposit  upon  the  larynx,  trachea,  or  fauces,  is  ushered 
in  by  a  different  train  of  symptoms.  Generally,  there  is  some 
indication  of  indisposition  in  the  patient  during  the  day,  but  not 
always.     After  the  first  sleep  at  night,  the  child  arouses,  coughs 
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•with  a  hoarse,  harsh,  or  barking  sound ;  changes  position,  or  siirin^s 
up,  and  is  somewhat  oppressed  for  breath.  If  this  is  the  first  in- 
dication of  disease,  the  patient  goes  to  sleep,  and,  perhaps,  if  he 
does  not  cough,  no  other  symptom  may  be  noticed  again  that  night, 
or  during  the  following  day;  but,  if  the  child  coughs  in  this  time, 
that  peculiar  sound  will  be  noticed.  After  sleeping  the  first  nap 
of  the  second  night  —  it  may  be  half  an  hour,  it  may  be  even 
three  hours  —  the  patient  will  wake  in  distress,  spring  up,  and 
cough  with  a  sharp,  shrill,  or  barking  sound.  The  inspirations  are 
long  and  labored,  suflfocating,  and  attended  with  more  or  less  fe- 
brile or  vascular  disturbance;  with  thirst,  and  hasty  swallowing. 
If  not  arrested,  these  symptoms  continue  to  increase.  The  oppres- 
sion of  the  breath  increases;  the  cough  becomes  more  suffocating; 
the  voice,  husky  or  suppressed  to  a  whisper.  The  patient  is  ex- 
tremely restless;  the  countenance  pale  or  livid,  with  a  copious 
perspiration,  and  wild,  distressed  expression. 

We  are  not,  generally,  called  to  see  such  patients,  until  the  ex- 
acerbation of  the  second  night. 

When  requested  to  prescribe  for  such  cases,  I  give  from  one-half 
to  one  grain  of  the  third  decimal  trituration  of  Hepar  sulph., 
and,  in  half  an  hour,  give  one  or  two  drops  of  the  third  decimal 
dilution  of  Bromine,  and,  in  half  an  hour  more,  give  one  or  two 
drops  of  the  third  decimal  dilution  of  Aconite,  and  thus  continue 
the  succession,  at  the  same  or  even  shorter  intervals,  until  the 
cough  breaks  with  a  mucous  rale,  and  the  breathing  is  less  labored ; 
which  condition  I  have  always  found  to  follow,  unless  the  disease 
was  accompanied  by  some  other  affection,  such  as  idiopathic  diph- 
theria, or  has  occurred  as  a  sequel  to  scarlatina.  All  such  condi- 
tions are  dependant  upon  a  poisoned  state  of  the  fluiis,  and  must 
be  met  by  appropriate  remedies. 

After  the  stridulous  respiration  has  been  relieved,  and  the  cough 
breaks  with  a  mucous  rale,  the  same  remedies  may  be  continued  at 
longer  intervals,  or  may  be  substituted  by  Tartar,  emetic,  Phos- 
phorus, or  Sanguinaria. 

When  there  is  much  febrile  or  vascular  excitement,  or  when 
there  is  much  suffocative  respiration,  attended  with  a  livid  counte- 
nance, indicating  a  deficient  oxygenation  of  the  blood,  much  relief 
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is  afforded  by  embrocations  of  cold  water  around  the  chest,  and 
upon  the  breast. 

When  the  disease  has  continued  too  long,  before  the  application 
of  suitable  or  specific  treatment,  or  where  its  progress  has  con- 
tinued in  spite  of  all  treatment,  threatening  aspliyxia,  either  from 
obstruction  in  the  glottis,  from  swelling  of  the  mucous  surface,  or 
from  coagulated  exudation,  resort  should  be  made  to  tracheotoni}^ ; 
not  that  it  can  be  considered  a  remedy  for  the  disease,  but  only  as 
a  palliative,  allowing  respiration  to  continue,  while  time  is  afforded 
for  the  removal  of  the  disease.  But,  where  the  respiration  is 
obstructed  by  exudation  upon  the  bronchial  surfaces,  the  operation 
will  afford  no  relief. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  many  cases  of  croup  may  be  relieved  by  a 
single  remedy.  But  I  have  found  it  a  difficult  task  to  always  select 
the  best  or  the  specific  remedy,  in  each  case  of  croup,  in  the  early 
stage  of  the  disease.  I  do  not  consider  any  single  remedy  better 
adapted  to  a  case  of  croup  than  the  successive  administration  of  two 
or  more  well-selected  remedies,  and  my  experience  is  my  only 
guaranty  for  my  conclusion ;  for,  during  a  practice  of  more  than 
thirty  years  with  homoeopathic  remedies,  I  have  not  lost  a  case  of 
idiopathic  or  membranous  croup,  by  death,  that  I  have  seen  within 
forty-eight  hours  after  the  first  attack  of  croupy  cough. 


BILIARY  CALCULI  AND  STRANGE  CONCOMITANTS. 

BY  A.   LINDSAY,   M.D.,   LACONIA,   N.   H. 

The  case  of  Dr.  Thomas  M;  Sanborn,  who  died  at  Lake  Village, 
N.H.,  January  23,  1869,  was  a  protracted  and  peculiar  one. 
Some  nine  or  ten  years  since,  he  first  had  slight  attacks  of  dizziness, 
affecting  his  speech  and  locomotion,*  in  a  few  minutes  ^or  hours,  they 
would  pass  off.  These  attacks  gradually  grew  more  frequent  and 
severe,  requiring  a  longer  time  for  recovery.  At  times  he  would 
be  unconscious  for  a  while;  at  others,  would  seem  to  know,  but  be 
unable  to  convey  his  meaning.  At  times  he  could  not  tell  what 
remedies  he  wished,  but  could  point  them  out  when  his  family  could 
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get  him  into  the  office.  About  five  years  ago  he  had  a  very  severe 
attack  of  paralysis,  confining  him  to  his  bed  several  months,  but  not 
afi"ecting  his  mind  so  much  as  the  previous  slighter  attacks  had 
done.  He  gradually  rallied  from  this ;  and,  in  six  or  eight  months, 
was  able  to  walk  about  the  village,  with  the  aid  of  crutches.  Thus 
he  attended  to  his  practice  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1865. 
Then  he  again  broke  down,  and  continued  gradually  to  fail,  physi- 
cally and  mentally,  to  the  end. 

For  the  last  six  months  he  was  mostly  confined  to  the  bed, 
sleeping  during  the  day,  but  wakeful,  muttering  and  shouting,  all 
night.  At  times  he  would  seem  to  know  his  friends,  and  try  to 
speak  to  them ;  at  others  he  would  take  no  notice  of  anything. 
His  appetite  was  good  j  he  ate  with  evident  relish  all  that  was  given 
him.  Yet  he  showed  great  emaciation,  especially  of  the  abdomen. 
His  bowels  were  regular  till  the  last  two  months,  when  for  seven 
weeks  there  was  no  movement  whatever.  Then  diarrhoea  set  in 
for  a  few  days,  with  dark-brown,  thin,  very  offensive  dejections,  appar- 
ently attended  with  great  pain  and  distress.  With  this  exception, 
he  never  complained  of  any  pain  or  uneasiness  during  his  sickness. 

Autopsy  showed  the  gall-bladder  perfectly  free  of  bile,  but 
crowded  full  of  gall-stones.  The  duct  was  so  distended  with  them 
that  half  its  length  or  more  would  admit  the  finger.  In  all,  we 
collected  ninety-four ;  five  of  which  were  as  large  as  robin's  eggs, 
four  or  five  not  quite  so  large,  the  rest  ranging  from  half  the  size  of 
a  robin's  egg  down  to  that  of  a  grain  of  wheat.  The  liver  was  of 
natural  size  and  healthy  appearance,  except  the  lower  edge  which 
was  slightly  congested  and  gangrenous.  Of  the  omentum  there  was 
nothing  left  except  a  trace  here  and  there.  Of  the  colon,  four  or 
five  inches  of  the  arch,  and  eight  or  ten  inches  of  the  descending 
portion  were  constricted  or  collapsed  to  a  mere  string.  There 
were  some  slight  ulcerations  about  the  small  intestines.  The  spleen 
was  nearly  double  the  natural  size.  The  organs  of  the  chest  were 
normal,  and  so  was  the  stomach. 

Now,  were  the  gall-stones  the  primary  cause  of  the  paralysis  ? 
Although  for  the  last  year  the  symptoms  have  indicated  softening 
of  the  brain,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  biliary  concretions 
had  very  much  to  do  with  it. 
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Note  by  the  Editor  of  the  Gazette.  —  It  is  unfortunate  that 
the  brain  was  not  examined  in  this  case,  as  the  doubts  in  Dr. 
Lindsay's  mind  might  have  been  solved  thereby.  These  symptoms 
were  certainly  indicative  of  cerebral  lesion,  rather  than  of  biliary 
calculi.  Referring  to  treatment,  Dr.  L.,  in  a  private  note,  says, 
"  Nothing  worked  so  well  as  Arg.  nit.  in  clearing  the  brain  of  the 
oppressed,  confused  feeling;  and,  during  the  last  three  months, 
nothing  seemed  to  quiet  and  soothe  but  IgnatiaJ'^  Tiiis  would  still 
further  confirm  the  conjecture  of  the  cerebral  origin  of  the  disease. 


A  CASE  OF   TORTICOLLIS. 

BY  A.  F.  SQUIER,  M.D.,  OF  BOSTON. 

Feb  11,  1869.  —  Called  to  see  Fannie  S.,  a  little  girl,  four 
years  old,  in  order  that  I  might  "  do  something  immediately"  for 
a  tonic  contraction  of  the  sterno-cleido-mastoid  and  of  the  anterior 
edge  of  the  trapezius  muscles  of  the  left  side. 

The  difficulty,  when  first  noticed  about  a  week  before,  was  but 
slightly  developed,  and  had  gradually  arrived  at  its  present  condi- 
tion. The  head  was  inclined  towards  the  left  shoulder  at  an  angle 
of  about  forty-five  degrees ;  the  chin  turned  from  the  median  line 
towards  the  right.  There  was  little  tenderness  of  the  contracted 
muscle  on  manipulation ;  the  contraction  could  be  partly  overcome 
by  a  strong  voluntary  effort,  and  still  more  so  by  taking  the  head 
between  the  hands,  and  forcibly  bringing  it  towards  the  median 
line,  but  not  without  pain.  With  the  exception  of  enlarged  tonsils 
and  slight  symptoms  of  worms  in  the  intestines,  the  child  appeared 
to  be  in  perfect  mental  and  bodily  health;  was  quite  cheerful,  and 
played  about  during  the  whole  day,  as  usual.  The  inclination  was 
less  marked  in  the  morning,  but  became  more  and  more  decided 
as  the  day  advanced,  indicating  the  gradual  relaxation  of  the 
opposing  muscles  of  the  right  side  from  fatigue. 

About  a  week  before  the  contraction  was  first  noticed,  the 
patient  had  been  terribly  frightened;  and,  for  several  houi's  after, 
the  effects  of  this  shock  to  the  nervous  system  were  apparent  in  a 
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constant  shivering  and  trembling  of  the  whole  body.      This  may 
have  had  some  influence  in  the  production  of  the  trouble. 

A  few  days  before  I  was  called,  the  child  had  been  taken  to  the 
City  Hospital,  where  an  eminent  foreign  physician  had  informed 
the  mother  that  but  little  could  be  accomplished  towards  a  cure  in 
less  than  three  months.  A  stimulating  embrocation  was  given, 
which,  when  applied,  entirely  removed  the  epidermis  over  the  con- 
tracted muscle.  A  mixture  was  given,  containing  Cod-liver  oil. 
Iron,  and  probably  Quinine,  which  was  always  vomited  immediately 
after  being  admini&tered.  Notwithstanding,  there  was  not  the 
slightest  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  contracted  muscle ; 
indeed,  the  disease  continued  to  advance  the  same  as  it  had  before 
any  treatment  was  applied. 

I  prescribed  Boericke's  two  hundredth  potency  of  Nux  vomica,  — 
six  pellets  to  be  given  qvqyj  three  hours.  In  about  four  hours 
after  the  first  dose  had  been  taken,  the  child  complained  of  pain 
and  tenderness  of  the  affected  muscle,  and  the  head  was  percepti- 
bly less  drawn  down.  The  tenderness  increased  to  an  extreme 
degree  during  the  night,  so  that  a  jar  of  the  bed  would  cause  her 
to  complain.  This  gradually  passed  away  by  morning;  and,  when 
she  arose,  the  head  was  perfectly  erect,  and  moved  with  complete 
freedom  in  every  direction.  There  remained  for  a  day  or  two 
afterwards  a  slight  distortion  of  the  features,  caused  by  the 
attempt  made  to  bring  the  eyes  and  mouth  on  a  horizontal  line 
while  the  head  was  drawn  down  to  the  left  shoulder. 

The  similarity  which  exists  between  this  case  and  the  effects  of 
Nux  vom.  on  the  system  are  too  evident  to  need  extended  com- 
ments. Not  only  do  the  symptoms  correspond,  but  the  actual 
pathological  and  anatomical  conditions  are  identical,  —  that  is,  to  the 
best  of  our  knowledge.  In  each,  an  increased  irritability  of  the  spi- 
nal cord  is  the  proximate  cause  of  the  spasm  of  the  muscle ;  and,  if 
we  may  so  conclude  from  analogy,  in  each,  the  accompanying  ana- 
tomical condition  is  that  of  hypersemia  of  the  cord.  That  Nux 
vomica  should  cure  these  conditions  and  symptoms  will  be  a  marvel 
to  those  who  do  not  believe  in  homoeopathy ;  that  the  two  hundredth 
potency  should  be  able  to  effect  any  therapeutic  results  will  still  be 
a  matter  of  doubt  to  those  who  believe  that  the  limit  of  divisibility 
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of  matter  is  reached  at  the  third  or  fourth  centesimal  attenuation; 
and  that  the  summit  of  human  perfection  in  analytical  chemistry 
has  been  attained  since  the  invention  of  the  spectroscope.  I  sub- 
mit the  case  exactly  as  it  occurred,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge; 
and  will  be  glad  to  learn  of  any  theory  by  which  the  cure  can  be 
explained  except  as  the  action  of  the  medicine  administered. 


®ltc  ^m  (Bn^lmA  ^dml  das^tte. 


BOSTON,    APRIL,    1869. 

Within  the  next  two  months,  several  of  our  largest  medical  asso- 
ciations will  hold  their  annual  sessions.  Now,  as  good  medical  prac- 
titioners are  proverbially  poor  legislators,  we  would  suggest  that  the 
minimum  of  time  should  be  devoted  to  the  routine  of  business,  and 
that  a  harvest  of  practical,  professional  results  should  be  garnered  at 
these  meetings.  The  reading  of  long  and  worthless  papers,  by  which 
the  sessions  are  sometimes  occupied,  should  be  avoided ;  while  care- 
fully prepared  reports  and  communications,  from  men  who  command 
the  respect  of  the  members,  will  receive  their  attention,  and  the  discus- 
sions that  will  arise  from  their  presentation  will  profit  both  the 
writers  and  the  profession.  The  Secretaries  should  make  a  careful 
digest,  not  of  the  chaff,  but  of  the  wheat,  of  these  meetings,  for 
publication  in  the  journals. 

HoMCEOPATHY  IN  Madrid.  —  We  Icam  from  El  Criterio  Medico  that 
homoeopath}^  has  been  admitted,  to  the  almshouses  of  Madrid.  But 
as  phj'sicians  in  Spain  are  forbidden  to  furnish  medicines,  they  being 
obliged  to  make  written  prescriptions,  and  as  the  apothecaries  do  not 
keep  the  homoeopathic  preparations,  the  six  homoeopathic  appointees 
find  themselves  hampered.  The  Criterio  saj's  that  this  question  has 
"been  tried  at  law  again  and  again,  and  it  has  frequently  been  decided 
that  the  prohibition  of  physicians  dispensing  their  own  medicines 
does  not  apply  to  homoeopaths.  The  law  is  simply-  intended  for  the 
regulation  of  the  sale  of  poisons  ;  and,  unless  it  can  be  proved  that 
the  medicine  is  given  in  a  poisonous  dose,  it  clearly  does  not  come 
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within  the  intent  of  the  law.  But  the  opponents  of  homoeopathy  will 
not  hesitate  to  warp  the  letter  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  the  law  to  suit 
their  purposes.  It  only  remains  for  the  government  which  has  taken 
this  liberal  step  to  see  to  it  that  its  efforts  are  not  thus  thwarted. 

HoMCEOPATHic  Directory  of  the  United  States.  —  Since  1857, 
when  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  published  a  Homoeopathic  Directory, 
there  have  been  frequent  calls  for  another  volume,  to  be  published 
with  additions  and  corrections.  Several  persons  have  attempted  to 
do  this,  but  have  given  up  the  difficult  and  expensive  undertaking. 
The  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  through  its  Bureau  of  Reg- 
istration, prepared  a  Directory,  but  the  Institute  had  not  the  funds  to 
devote  to  this  object,  and  the  publication  seemed  as  distant  as  ever. 
To  supply  this  want  of  the  profession,  the  Gazette  has  consented  to 
publish,  in  monthly  instalments,  the  names,  as  furnished  by  the  Bureau 
of  Registration.  If  every  physician  will  promptly  respond  to  the 
circular  of  the  Bureau,  we  may  soon  have  an  accurate  and  valuable 
Directory. 

In  our  last  number  we  intimated  that  members  of  the  Institute 
would  not  be  required  to  send  their  names.  In  order  to  make  the  list 
as  accurate  as  possible,  it  is  thought  best  not  to  thus  except  any  one. 
Therefore  every  homoeopathic  physician  is  requested  to  forward  at 
once  his  address  in  full,  together  with  the  source  of  his  diploma 
or  license,  to  H.  M.  Smith,  M.D.,  105  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York. 

Clinical  Materia  Medica.  —  Dr.  Hirschel,  of  Dresden,  has,  in 
his  Zeitsclirift  fur  Homoopathische  Klinik,  published  a  circular  in  the 
name  of  the  homoeopathic  society  of  Dresden,  calling  upon  all  col- 
leagues to  assist  in  the  formation  of  a  Clinical  Materia  Medica. 
Each  physician  is  to  select  one  or  more  remedies,  write  out  his  clin- 
ical experiences  with  it  or  them,  and  send  his  paper  to  the  editor  of  any 
homoeopathic  journal,  who  will  transmit  it  to  the  Dresden  society. 
A  publisher  has  been  found  willing  to  engage  in  the  matter,  and 
several  German  physicians  have  already  selected  their  remedies.  Elb 
takes  Aconite  ;  Hirschel,  Bryonia;  Wipples,  Apis;  Villers,  Rhus,  etc. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  first  volume  will  be  published  before  1870, 
Such  a  compilation  of  carefuUj^- selected  clinical  observations  would 
undoubtedly  be  of  great  service  to  the  profession  ;  and  it  only  remains 
to  be  seen  whether  sufficient  energy,  perseverance,  discrimination,  and 
hard  work  can  be  combined  to  accomplish  this.  We  shall  be  happy 
to  receive  any  suggestions  which  may  aid  the  undertaking. 
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LETTER    FROM    REV.    C.    A.    BARTOL,    D.D, 

Magnolia,  Florida,  March  17,  1869. 

Dear  Editor,  —  I  send,  at  your  bidding,  a  word  touching  health  in 
this  climate.  Florida,  or  the  Land  of  Flowers,  is  a  territory  which, 
in  the  shifting  balance  of  land  and  water  through  long  ages,  has  risen 
from  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  It  is  abroad,  level  sandbank,  whose  veg- 
etation seems  as  if  it  sprang  from  an  immense  beach.  A  sort  of  Italy 
it  is,  without  crossing  the  deep  ;  though,  like  Italy  itself,  it  has,  this 
season,  been  exceptionally  cold.  Showers  of  rain  have  been  unusually 
frequent  and  abundant,  alternating  with  wintry  snaps,  that  have 
brought  frosts,  ice,  —  one  and  a  half  inches  thick,  —  and  even  ^ing 
flakes  of  snow.  But  the  porous  soil  quickly  soaks  up  the  moisture  that 
falls,  and  the  sun  as  soon  dries  the  air,  so  that  healthy  breathing  is  like 
a  law  of  nature  in  this  latitude.  This  same  breathing  is  the  most  im- 
portant circumstance  of  the  physical  life.  One  breath  matters  not  so 
much  ;  but  the  million  taken  every  few  weeks  must  affect  every  part 
of  the  animal  frame.  Accordingly,  all  diseases  connected  with  the 
breathing  apparatus,  find  a  wholesale  specific,  throughout  the  re- 
gion, in  the  very  air. 

Bronchitis  and  pulmonary  consumption  draw  in  from  the  atmos- 
phere an  indeed  heavenly  balm,  worth  more  than  all  the  balsams 
bottled  up  by  empirics.  Your  own  medical  motto,  that  the  mild  power 
is  the  great  one,  is  verified  by  the  slow,  but  sure  and  deep,  healing 
process.  I  know  not  that  tubercular  diseases  can  be  cured  even  thus  ; 
but  undeniably,  in  many  cases,  where  the  system  was  wasting  away 
to  unavoidable  dissolution  in  the  pinching  North,  decline  has  been 
arrested,  and  almost  robust  health  rebuilt.  To  give  in  detail  the  many 
assurances  from  the  subjects  of  illness  on  this  point  would  occupy  too 
much  space.  What  one  man,  who  lets  boats  on  the  river  St.  John's, 
told  me,  may  suffice  as  one  instance  of  a  hundred.  He  declared  he 
was  so  far  gone  in  consumption,  it  was  not  expected  he  would  live 
to  reach  his  destination  ;  while  now  he  considers  himself  as  strong  as 
any  man  in  Jacksonville.  I  learned  that  rheumatic  afl*ections  are 
greatly  softened,  if  not  quite  expelled,  by  what  may  be  called  this 
same  sky-treatment,  or  nature  versus  art,  as  the  physicians  might 
style  it. 

It  has  been  said,that  any  climate  is  good  which  one  can  be  in,  — 
that  is,  out  of  doors ;  and  Edward  Everett  was  accustomed  to  de- 
scribe his  walk,  not  as  going  out,  but  going  in.  Truly  the  boundless 
vault  is  better  than  any  roof  for  us  to  be  under  ;  for  it  was  meant  that 
every  person  should  respire  nothing  less  than  the  infinite  ether :  and 
herein  is  the  advantage  of  those  parts  of  the  globe  whose  temperature 
is  so  free  from  extremes,  either  freezing  or  scorching,  as  to  allow  this 
outside  habit,  from  morning  to  night,  without  dangerous  exposure. 
The  changes  of  weather  in  Florida  this  winter  have  been  as  sudden 
and  almost  as  great  as  in   New  England,  only  through  milder  ranges 
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of  the  thermometer,  and  therefore  more  easily  borne.  You  will  see, 
however,  that,  as  the  virtue  of  this  locality  depends  on  ability  to  em- 
brace all  opportunities  of  external  exercise  in  walking,  riding,  or 
rowing,  to  be  masters  of  the  situation  requires  some  degree  of  strength 
for  voluntary  locomotion  at  the  outset.  It  is  questionable  whether 
such  as  are  greatly  reduced  should  undertake  a  journey  to  this  dis- 
tant shore  in  the  probably  vain  hope  of  recovery.  Examples  could 
be  cited  to  show  that  there  is  no  magic  or  miracle,  even  in  the  soft 
breezes  of  this  low  peninsula,  to  restore  from  fatal  complaints. 

I  have  spoken  of  consumption  and  rheumatism.  I  suppose  that 
neuralgia  may  be  mitigated  very  gradually,  although  very  limited 
observation  would  authorize  no  certain  conclusion,  especially  in 
chronic  cases.  One  man,  whom  I  found  fencing  in  his  lot  and  build- 
ing his  hut  in  the  wilderness,  informed  me  that  the  bitter  neuralgia 
he  had  endured  in  the  Northwest  had  quite  left  him  on  these 
sunny  plains  and  amid  the  smell  of  the  pines.  In  my  own  experience 
of  nervous  pain  and  prostration,  the  difficulty,  rooted  for  a  twelve- 
month so  deeply,  and  seated  almost  in  the  brain  itself,  yields  with  pace 
so  tardy —  even  to  being  imperceptible,  like  the  shadow  on  the  dial,  — 
that  I  know  not  how  much  to  ascribe  to  my  going  from  one  zone  to  ano- 
ther, how  much  to  ocean-voyages,  and  how  much  to  time  and  nature, 
God's  instruments  of  healing,  —  his  materia  mecUca  in  every  longitude 
of  the  world.  The  doctor  sends  his  patients  to  far-off  islands  or  springs, 
hoping  doubtless  that  what  the  objective  points  do  not  furnish  them  they 
may  pick  up  on  the  way.  The  sail  to  Fayal  or  Madeira  is  as 
good  as  Fayal  and  Madeira  themselves.  Going  after  the  sulphur 
drinks,  I  am  tempted  to  believe,  is  often  better  than  getting  the  drink, 
as  walking  to  and  from  the  bath  shares  in  medicinal  efficacy  with  the 
bath  we  take.  Let  me  say,  in  closing,  how  much  credit  is  due  to  Dr. 
Rogers,  of  the  St.  James  Hotel  in  Jacksonville,  for  his  advice  to  the 
sick  as  to  the  proper  conditions  of  coming  hither,  as  well  as  for  his 
skilful  handling  of  them  when  they  arrive  ;  and  the  affectionate  good- 
will which  turns  the  hotel  into  a  home.  He  is  no  professor  of  homoeo- 
pathy, but  follows  nature  closely,  and  eschews  drugging  in  his  prac- 
tice. I  hope  he  may  be  able  to  carry  out  his  plans  for  invalids  still 
more  extensively,  to  the  common  benefit ;  for  the  enjoyment  of  this 
climatic  privilege  has  but  just  begun,  and  reliance  may  be  placed  on  his 
fidelity  in  whatever  he  undertakes. 

With  great  regard,  I  am  ever  yours, 

C.  A.  Bartol. 
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THE   BOSTON   ACADEMY   OF   HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICINE. 
Reported  by  A.  F.  Squier,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

Feb.  22,  1869.  — The  Secretary  announced  that  ill-health  had  pre- 
vented Dr.  Boothby  from  completing  his  paper. 
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Dr.  Hedenberg  read  the  following  notes  of  a  case  which  recently 
occiuTed  in  his  practice  :  — 

Miss  A.,  blonde,  fell  on  the  sidewalk,  in  Boston,  on  Saturday, 
Feb.  13,  slightly  bruising  the  right  knee.  On  the  following  day 
it  was  quite  sore,  and  towards  evening  an  application  was  made  of 
Arriica  tincture,  diluted  with  twice  its  bulk  of  water.  On  Monday 
there  was  great  heat  and  smarting  of  the  part,  and  by  night  an 
eruption  had  appeared,  for  which  a  prescription  was  made  without 
seeing  it. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  the  wound  was  first  seen.  It  then 
appeared  as  an  oval,  reddened,  inflamed  spot,  about  seven  inches 
long  by  five  inches  wide :  the  central  portion,  for  a  space  of  about 
four  inches  long  and  three  inches  wide,  was  occupied  by  vesicles  of 
large  size,  and  very  closely  aggregated  ;  these  became  smaller  in  size 
and  more  diffusely  scattered  as  they  approached  the  edge  of  the 
patch.  On  Friday,  the  central  vesicles  had  discharged  their  contents, 
and  there  were  a  few  spots  of  ulceration. 

To-day,  Feb.  22,  the  centre  is  dry :  a  few  vesicles  remain  about 
the  circumference,  the  contents  of  some  of  these  having  become 
opaque  and  yellowish.  For  the  last  two  days  the  patient  has  had  a  . 
fine  papular,  or  rather  miliary,  eruption  on  a  red  base,  covering  the 
face,  left  ear,  and  other  parts  of  the  body,  accompanied  by  heat  and  a 
prickling  sensation,  resembling  that  experienced  in  the  knee  preceding 
and  attending  the  eruption  there. 

[To  complete  the  history  of  the  case.  Dr.  H.  subsequently  fur- 
nished the  following :  — 

Wednesday,  Feb.  24.  —  The  knee  was  improving.  During  the  past 
two  days  a  few  vesicles  had  appeared  upon  or  rather  beyond  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  former  eruption,  and  these  were  running  their 
course.  The  centre  showed  in  some  places  marks  of  ulceration,  but 
was  mostly  dry,  and  covered  with  thick  scales. 

The  eruption  upon  the  face  was  disappearing ;  face  looked  less 
swollen  and  inflamed,  and  was  covered  with  a  fine  powder,  —  the  ex- 
foliating epidermis.  Patient  said  this  eruption  had  appeared  upon  a 
large  portion  of  her  body. 

The  right  ankle  has  been  much  swollen,  pittiig  on  pressure  :  this 
was  subsiding.  Several  small  boils  afterwards  appeared  near  the  seat 
of  the  eruption. 

This  has  been  a  case  of  great  severity,  with  well-marked  constitu- 
tional s^^mptoms  in  addition  to  the  usual  local  manifestations.  Pa- 
tient used  the  very  language  of  the  proving  in  describing  the  pain 
preceding  the  eruption  on  face  and  body,  —  *' pricking  pain;"  auvl, 
as  corroborative  of  the  proving,  I  think  the  case  worth  recording.] 

Two  years  ago  this  lady  applied  Arnica  tincture  to  a  sprained 
ankle,  and  there  followed  vesicles  upon  and  between  the  toes,  but 
not  upon  the  other  and  more  remote  parts  of  the  body.  She  has 
iiever  had  an}^  of  the  skin  diseases,  except  urticaria. 

Dr.  Hedenberg  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that  although 
nowadays  almost  every  homoeopathic  physician  has  seen  cases  of 
eczema  produced  by  the  external  application  of  Arnica,  ^et  no   allu- 
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sion  to  this  effect  can  be  found  in  any  of  our  older  works  on  materia 
medica.  The  only  symptoms  that  he  could  find,  which  bore  any  resem- 
blance to  those  of  the  cases  in  question,  he  had  extracted  from  Jahr 
and  Teste.  They  are  as  follows  :  From  Jahr's  Symptomatology  : — 
"...  Pricking  in  the  skin.  Fine  prickings  in  almost  every  pari 
of  the  body,  especially  the  nose,  eyebroivs,  eyelids,  even  hands  and  fingers." 
From  Teste's  Materia  Medica :  —  "Acute  inflammation  of  the  skin, 
adopting  the  following  forms  :  —  phlegmonous,  erysipelatous  pustules, 
or  vesicles,  which  are  filled  with  a  clear  liquid,  that  is  either  colorless, 
or  else  slightly  tinged  like  amber." 

Dr.  Gregg  said  that  he  had  observed  eczema  to  occur  quite  fre- 
quently where  Arnica  had  been  applied  externally,  especially  in  those 
cases  where  it  had  come  in  contact  with  an  abraded  cuticle  or  open 
wound.  Hence  he  had  made  it  a  rule  never  to  apply  Arnica  where 
such  conditions  existed,  always  using  Calendida  instead. 

The  reason  why  we  do  not  find  allusion  made  by  the  older  writers 
to  the  Arnica  eczema,  as  we  find  it,  is  because  their  provings  were 
made  by  the  internal  administration  of  the  drug  ;  and  there  is  a  mani- 
fest difterence  in  the  effects,  according  as  it  is  applied  in  various  ways. 
He  had  observed  that  the  A7mica  vesicles  were  generally  filled  with  a 
sanious  fluid. 

Dr.  Angell  regarded  the  case  as  a  most  interesting  one,  and  as 
possessing  additional  importance  from  its  indicating  the  diverse 
actions  of  drugs  when  presented  to  the  system  by  different  channels, 
and  as  suggesting  a  new  course  of  study  and  experiment  to  determine 
how  far  these  differences  extended  in  the  case  of  other  drugs. 

Dr.  Squier  said  that  an  account  of  the  Arnica  eczema  from  exter- 
nal application  could  be  found  in  Hempel's  Materia  Medica,  which 
almost  exactly  corresponded  with  the  case  related  by  Dr.  Hedenberg. 

March  8,  1869.  —  Dr.  Butman  being  unable  to  be  present,  his 
paper  on  a  certain  form  of  Gonorrhoea  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

It  related  to  gonorrhoea  arising  from  a  concealed  or  "  masked  " 
chancre  in  the  urethra,  and  denominated  "  virulent  blenorrhagia." 
The  existence  of  a  urethral  chancre  was  often  overlooked  or  undis- 
covered, both  from  the  mildness  of  the  local  s^'mptoms,  and  from  the 
fact  that  it  might  be  communicated  to  the  male  without  existing  in 
the  female  with  whom  he  had  cohabited ;  the  vagina  in  this  case 
serving  as  a  receptacle  for  the  virus  without  the  woman  acquiring  the 
specific  local  or  constitutional  symptoms.  In  support  of  this  theory, 
he  related  a  case  from  Ricord,  fully  exemplifying  these  circumstances, 
and  alluded  to  the  experiments  of  Cullerier  which  confirmed  it. 
Another  circumstance,  which  may  render  the  discovery  of  the  disease 
very  difficult,  is,  that  simple  gonorrhoea  may  co-exist  with  urethral 
chancre,  and  by  the  severity  of  its  symptoms  wholly  obscure,  for  a 
time,  those  of  the  specific  disease,  which  are  generally  very  mild. 

As  a  means  of  diagnosis,  he  advised  pressure  with  the  fingers  to  be 
made  upon  the  urethra ;  and,  in  case  a  chancre  exists,  an  induration 
will  be  felt  corresponding  to  its  location.  Inoculation  of  the  virus 
into  some  other  part  of  the  body  would  produce  a  characteristic  pus- 
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tule,  in  case  it  were  derived  from  a  concealed  chancre ;  otherwise 
the  experiment  would  result  in  a  common  sore  only,  which  would  soon 
heal.  These  indications,  taken  in  connection  with  a  rust-colored  dis- 
charge, frequent  haemorrhage  from  the  urethra,  and  but  little  pain 
during  micturition,  he  regarded  as  diagnostic.  The  occurrence  of  the 
secondary  syphilitic  symptoms  would,  of  course,  be  confirmatory. 

He  then  related  three  cases  illustrative  of  the  disease  under  con- 
sideration. In  tne  first,  the  symptoms  of  urethral  inflammation  had 
never  been  severe,  but  there  was  a  copper-colored  exanthem  in  the 
throat,  which  he  considered  syphilitic.  He  gave  Merc,  precip.  rubr.^ 
three  times  a  day  ;  the  man  returned  in  three  weeks  completely  cured. 

The  second  was  one  in  which  simple  gonorrhoea  was  complicated 
with  chancre  of  the  urethra.  There  was  also  an  eruption  of  the  skin 
from  the  use  of  copaiva.  Clematis  erect,  was  given  until  the  acute 
inflammatory  symptoms  and  painful  erections  had  subsided,  and 
afterwards  Merc,  viv.^  finished  the  cure  in  about  ten  days. 

In  the  third  case  there  was  no  pain  in  micturition,  and  but  little 
purulent  discharge,  but  there  had  been  haemorrhage  from  the  urethra. 
Merc,  precip.  rubr.  was  prescribed,  but  the  patient  did  not  follow  up 
the  treatment,  and  in  about  three  months  returned  with  secondary 
syphilitic  symptoms  well  developed.  He  had  contracted  no  new  con- 
tagion meanwhile.  Merc,  viv.^  and  jSalph.^  in  alternation,  three  times 
a  day,  cured  this  patient  in  about  eighteen  days. 

In  the  remarks  which  followed  the  reading  of  the  paper.  Dr.  De 
Gersdorff  said  that,  in  the  second  case,  as  read,  there  were  no  positive 
evidences  of  chancre,  and  he  thought  the  rapid  cure  of  the  case  would 
lend  additional  weight  to  the  supposition  that  the  case  was  not  one 
of  concealed  chancre,  but  of  simple  gonorrhoea. 

Dr.  Hoffendahl  had  seen  simple  superficial  ulcers  of  the  urethral 
mucous  membrane,  by  means  of  the  endoscope,  in  cases  of  gonorrhoea 
simplex:  it  is  true  that  there  was  no  induration,  but  he  considered 
that  the  long  continuance  of  such  a  process  would  eventually  be  fol- 
lowed by  induration,  and  then  we  should  have  in  simple  gonorrhoea 
what  Dr.  Butman  considers  to  be  one  of  the  characteristic  signs  of 
urethral  chancre. 

Dr.  Talbot  exhibited  a  neuromatous  tumor,  which  he  had  removed 
from  the  stump  of  the  arm  of  a  soldier. 

The  man  had  suffered  amputation  of  the  arm  for  injuries  received 
from  a  bullet,  and  had  afterwards  been  a  prisoner  in  Andersonville. 
The  stump,  which  was  very  irregular  in  shape,  had  ulcerated  three 
times,  and,  on  each  occasion,  a  piece  of  necrosed  bone  had  been  dis- 
charged. The  specimen  exhibited  formed  a  pediculated  tumor  at  the 
extremity  of  the  stump,  which  was  very  hard,  painful,  and  tender.  It 
was  thought,  at  first,  to  be  another  portion  of  dead  bone  which  had 
exfoliated,  and  the  operation  was  requested  for  its  removal.  Upon 
incision,  the  knife  came  in  contact  with  a  hard,  semi-cartilaginous 
body,  which  proved  to  be  the  enlarged  bulbous  extremity  of  the 
median  nerve,  forming  a  tumor  about  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  accom- 
panied by  the  brachial  artery  which  turned  up  into  its  substance,  and, 
after  giving  off  two  or  three  nutrient  branches  to  the  nerve  and  sur- 
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rounding  muscle,  ended  abruptly  in  a  cul-de-sac  :  the  artery  was  much 
diminished  in  size.     The  patient  made  a  favorable  recovery. 

Dr.  Packard  related  a  case  as  occurring  in  his  own  family  in  a  boy 
aged  twelve.  About  seven  weeks  ago,  the  boy  first  complained  of 
severe  pain  in  the  right  great  toe,  running  up  the  leg,  which  kept  him 
awake  all  night.  Upon  examination,  a  bright-red  spot  was  found  on 
the  skin,  over  the  first  joint  of  the  great  toe.  The  foot  was  swollen, 
and  there  was  intense  pain,  of  a  jumping  or  jerking  character,  in  the 
toe.  Petechial  spots,  resembling  those  found  in  typhoid  fever,  were 
noticed  on  the  body  and  limbs.  In  six  days  after  this,  there  was 
marked  phlebitis  of  the  foot  and  leg,  with  chills,  fever,  dyspnoea,  and 
friction-sound  of  the  heart,  as  in  rheumatic  pericarditis.  On  tlie  sole 
of  the  foot  there  were  three  spots,  of  a  dark-greenish  color,  about  an 
inch  in  diameter.  Dr.  Talbot,  who  was  called  to  the  case,  regarded 
these  spots  as  indicative  of  gangrene.  Secede  was  given  internally, 
and  a  poultice  of  carrots  was  applied  to  the  foot.  Under  this  treat- 
ment, the  green  color  of  the  spots  became  rapidly  much  less  marked, 
but  the  swelling  of  the  foot  increased.  Three  days  afterwards,  an 
incision  was  made  into  one  of  these  spots,  and  about  a  half-pint  of 
pus  was  discharged.  Meanwhile,  the  petechial  spots  had  assumed  a 
purplish  hue,  and  were  swollen,  and  fluctuating  on  pressure.  Upon 
incision,  many  of  these  were  found  to  contain  pus.  One,  situated  just 
below  the  crest  of  the  right  ilium,  was  opened  some  few  weeks  ago, 
and  has  continued  to  discharge  ever  since,  with  but  two  or  three  inter- 
missions which  will  be  mentioned  hereafter.  A  number  of  slightly- 
raised  tumors,  about  the  size  of  a  common  walnut,  situated  beneath 
the  skin,  had  also  appeared.  Some  of  these  contained  pus,  which  had 
to  be  evacuated,  while  others  would  dry  up  and  disappear.  One  of 
these  occurred  over  the  left  scapula,  and  occupied  a  space  as  large  as 
a  saucer  ;  it  must  have  contained  a  pint  of  pus. 

About  a  week  ago,  the  discharge  from  the  abscess  on  the  ilium 
suddenly  ceased,  and  evacuations  of  pure,  clear  pus  from  the  bowels 
supervened.  This  ceased  in  a  day  or  two,  and  the  discharge  from 
the  abscess  reappeared.  This  alternation  of  the  discharges  from  the 
abscess  and  the  bowels  has  occurred  twice  since,  and  is  quite  singu- 
lar, there  being  no  evidence  of  any  fistulous  communication  between 
the  two.     Defecation  is  accomplished  without  the  slightest  pain. 

In  all,  he  has  opened  about  twenty  abscesses.  The  right  foot  and 
leg  are  swollen  to  three  times  their  natural,  size,  and  the  scrotum 
distended  with  serum  to  the  size  of  two  fists.  A  trochar  had  partly 
relieved  the  latter  difficulty,  but  it  was  still  excessive. 

The  pulse,  since,  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  has  ranged 
from  100  to  140.  The  appetite  throughout  has  been  excellent,  even 
excessive  ;  and  the  mental  powers  perfect.  The  tumors  spoken  of 
did  not  appear  to  occur  particularly  along  the  course  of  the  lym- 
phatics, but  came  indiscriminately  on  various  parts  of  the  body,  as 
back,  shoulders,  nates,  etc.,  always  occupying  the  subcutaneous  cel- 
lular tissue.  The  boy  has  always  been  remarkably  healthy  up  to  the 
time  the  first  symptoms  detailed  were  noticed. 

Dr.  Talbot  said  that  he  had  heard  of  several  recent  cases  of  gan- 
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grene  of  the  lower  extremities ;  and  some  of  the  early  symptoms  in 
this  case  strongly  indicated  this  disease.  Pysemia  had  evidently  su- 
pervened, and  the  case  was  one  of  unusual  severit3\ 

THE     NEW    YORK   STATE     HOMCEOPATHIC     MEDICAL    SOCIETY 

Held  its  eighteenth  annual  meeting  at  Albany,  February  9,  1869. 
Wm.  H.  Watson,  M.D.,  the  President,  delivered  the  Inaugural  Ad- 
dress. He  paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  memory  of  some  of  the 
most  honored  members  of  the  Society,  stricken  down  b}'  death  in  the 
last  two  3^ears.  He  mentioned  the  stately  Vanderburg,  the  Nestor 
of  our  profession  in  the  State  ;  the  scholarly  Quin ;  the  cultivated, 
liberal-minded,  aesthetic  Hull,  among  the  early  pioneers  of  homoeo- 
pathy ;  together  with  Hubbard,  Gray,  Peterson,  Potter,  Merritt,  May, 
Barker,  Bryant,  Matthews,  George  and  A.  A.  Lewis,  Mason,  Wol- 
cott,  and  Dunnell. 

The  Medical  School  of  New  York  citj^  is  a  great  success.  The  pub- 
lic Hospital,  having  an  ample  charter,  with  the  venerable  poet, 
William  Cullen  Bryant,  for  President,  ought  to  be  put  in  operation. 
Numerous  dispensaries  are  in  successful  operation  in  the  metropolis, 
and  in  various  parts  of  the  State.  Homoeopaths  ought  to  decline 
furnishing  certificates,  as  attending  physicians,  for  those  life-insurance 
companies  which  refuse  to  appoint  homoeopaths  as  examiners. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  State  Constitutional  Convention 
took  no  action  on  the  report  of  its  committee.  On  the  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  the  Compounding  of  Drugs.  A  bill,  advocated  before 
the  last  legislature,  to  secure  similar  ends,  also  failed.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  we  shall  succeed  better  this  3'ear,  as  such  a  provision  will 
enable  the  public  —  to  ascertain  not  merely  what  practitioners  are  fur- 
nished with  diplomas —  but  also  who  are  really  qualified.  It  would 
virtually  establish  an  honorarj^  degree,  of  which  those  only  who  were 
really  qualified  and  meritorious  could  avail  themselves.  Such  a  law 
will  yet  prevail. 

An  Insane  Hospital  ought  to  be  established  hj  the  State  in  one  of 
the  southern  tier  of  counties,  and  placed  under  homoeopathic  con- 
trol. 

The  State  officers  and  members  of  the  Legislature  were,  as  hereto- 
fore, invited  to  attend  the  sessions,  and  to  hear  the  Annual  Address 
of  the  President. 

There  being  a  deficit  in  the  treasury,  the  total  expenses  of  the  next 
year  were  limited  to  $405,  and  the  annual  dues  raised  from  three 
dollars  to  four. 

In  the  evening,  Dr.  Gray,  of  New  York,  in  the  chair,  the  President 
delivered  his  Annual  Address,  which  was  an  able  exposition  of  his 
subject, — The  Medical  Profession,  its  Duties  and  Responsibilities, 
and  the  Relation  of  Homoeopathic  to  the  Allopathic  Branch.  The 
evenino"  closed  with  a  collation  at  the  Delavan  House. 


'o 


February  10.  The  officers  for  the  next  vear  were  elected,  as  follows  : 
Wm.Wrigiit,  M.D.,  of  Brooklyn,  President ;  E.  D.  Jones,  M.D.,  of  Al- 
bany, Corresponding  Secretary;  H.  M.  Paine,  M.D.,  of  Albany*,  Re- 
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cording  Secretary ;  "W".  S.  Searle,  M.D.,  of  Brookl}^,  Treasurer. 
Among  those  nominated  for  election  next  year  as  Honorary  Members 
was  D.  G.  Woodvine,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

A  semi  annual  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  New  York  city  on  the 
second  Tuesday  (eighth)  of  September,  and  to  be  occupied  only  by 
professional  discussions. 

The  Code  of  Medical  Ethics,  adopted  by  the  Americaii  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy,  in  June,  1868,  was  adopted  as  the  code  of  the  Society 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Institute. 

In  the  evening.  Dr.  Alexander  Wilson  spoke  of  the  failure  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race  in  America,  in  consequence  of  the  few  children 
born.  This  was  due,  he  thought,  in  a  small  degree,  to  the  elevation 
of  the  race,  more  to  a  commingling  of  races,  and  still  more  to 
crime. 

Dr.  John  F.  Gray  was  constituted  a  Committee  on  Education. 

The  attendance  at  this  meeting  was  large,  the  papers  and  reports 
read  were  of  more  than  usual  value  and  interest,  and  general  concord 
and  good-will  prevailed.    . 

H.  M.  Paine,  Recording  Secretary, 

THE    AMERICAN    INSTITUTE    OF    HOMCEOPATHY. 

Although  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  have  not  yet  completed 
their  labors  sufficiently  to  permit  a  definite  announcement,  we  are 
assured  that  no  effort  will  be  spared  to  render  the  session  which  is  to 
open  at  Boston,  June  8th,  1869,  the  largest  and  most  important  meet- 
ing of  our  school  ever  held.  It  will  be  a  delightful  occasion  for  a 
visit  to  Boston.  We  call  upon  the  members  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try to  contribute  to  its  success. 

THE    MASSACHUSETTS    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

The  twenty-ninth  annual  session  will  be  held  at  the  Meionaon  Hall, 
Boston,  April  14,  1869.  These  meetings  are  always  interesting  and 
well-attended.  Even  those  persons  who  cannot  be  present  may  con- 
tribute their  mite  by  sending  articles  to  either  of  the  following  com- 
mittees :  Clinical  Medicine,  J.  Hedenberg,  M.D.,  Medford  ;  Mate- 
ria Medica,  H.  L.  Chase,  M.D.,  Chairman,  Cambridge;  Obstetrics, 
J.  H.  Woodbury,  M.D.,  Boston. 

THE    NEW   JERSEY    H0M(E0PATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

This  new  and  enterprising  Society  will  hold  its  annuaf  meeting 
at  Newark,  on  Thursday,  April  15,  1869. 

THE   NEW   YORK    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    COLLEGE. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  on  twenty-six  gradu- 
ates at  the  ninth  annual  Commencement  of  this  College,  March  3,  1869. 
Mr.  Charles  J.  Mansfield,  one  of  the  graduates,  delivered  the  valedictory 
address  ;  and  interesting  addresses  were  also  made  by  Rev.  Stephen 
H.  Tyng,  D.D.,  and  Prof.  F.  W.  Hunt.     The  following  were  gradu- 
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ated  :  L.  Arthur  Clark,  East  Poultney,  Vt. ;  Jas.  J.  Clark,  Harris- 
burg,  Pa. ;  Arthur  B.  Cossart,  Westville,  N.  Y.  ;  Chas.  A.  Dorman, 
New  Britain,  Conn.  ;  Jacob  M.  R.  Gedney,  New  York  city  ;  J.  H. 
Gallinger,  Concord,  N.  H. ;  O.  R.  Gross,  New  York  city ;  Nelson 
Hunting,  Lincoln,  111. ;  Chas.  J.  Mansfield,  New  York  city  ;  Holmes 
M.  Jernegan,  New  York  city  ;  Thomas  J.  Merryman,  M.D.,  Centre 
Ridge,  111.  •  John  M.  Miller,  Melrose,  N.  Y.  ;  Norton  C.  Ricardo, 
Hackensack,  N.  J.  ;  Jas.  Blake  Robinson,  Gardiner,  Me. ;  Henry 
Saltzwedel,  Brookl^m,  N.  Y.  ;  Ferd.  A.  F.  Seeger,  New  York  city ; 
Jas.  T.  Sherman,  Newport,  R.  I.;  St.  Clair  Smith,  Throopsville, 
N.  Y. ;  Alpheus  D.  Smith,  Laconia,  N.  H. ;  Geo.  H.  Smith,  Milton, 
N.  Y. ;  Oliver  Smith,  Brooklyn  N.  Y. ;  Frank  H.  Thomas,  Tacony, 
Pa.  ;  Edward  H.  Spoooner,  New  York  city  ;  Samuel  W.  Thurber, 
Hard  wick,  Vt. ;  Gilbert  R.  Traver,  London,  Ont.  ;  Hemy  Tucker, 
Lake  Village,  N.  H.  —  Special  Degrees  :  Garrett  D.  Crispell,  Kings- 
ton, N.  Y. ;  Nath.  Green,  Newport,  R.  I. ;  Thos.  F.  Pbmeroy,  M.D., 
Detroit,  Mich. 

THE    HAHNEMANN   MEDICAL    COLLEGE, 

Of  Philadelphia  held  its  second  annual  Commencement  at  the  Acad- 
emy of  Music,  March  3,  1868.  Professor  Henry  Noah  Martin,  M.D., 
delivered  the  valedictory  address.  Speaking  of  the  want  of  a  homoeo- 
pathic hospital  at  Philadelphia,  he  said  : 

"  St.  Louis,  Cleveland,  and  other  cities  boast  their  homoeopathic 
hospitals.  The  ladies  of  Cleveland  have  recently,  by  means  of  a  fair, 
raised  $2,000,  New  York  and  Boston  are  not  inactive ;  the  ho- 
moeopathists  in  the  latter  city  have  already  accumulated  a  permanent 
fund  of  $20,000,  to  be  devoted  to  that  purpose,  and  the  ladies  of 
Pittsburg  have,  by  means  of  fairs,  realized  large  sums  of  money  to 
sustain  a  commodious  homoeopathic  hospital,  which  has  been  estab- 
lished there  by  the  munificence  of  her  citizens.  But  that  here,  in 
Philadelphia,  where  the  first  homoeopathic  college  in  the  world  was 
established, — a  fact  which  has  come  to  the  knowledge  even  of  far-off  and 
frigid  Iceland, —  here,  towards  whose  generous  hearts  all  homoeopathic 
eyes  and  feet  are  turned,  —  that  here,  in  this  medical  Mecca  of  the 
world,  there  should  be  no  homoeopathic  hospital,  is  a  burning  shame, 
—  a  monstrous  disgrace.  But,  gentlemen, '  this  disgrace  does  not 
attach  so  much  to  our  citizens  as  to  ourselves.  We  have  been  divid- 
ed, and  our  dissensions  had  well-nigh  forfeited  confidence  in  our 
ability  to  conduct  to  a  successful  issue  so  important  a  trust.  We 
had  no  right  to  expect  aid  from  a  proverbially  generous  community 
while  we  were  so  ungenerous  towards  each  other  ;  but  now  all  dis- 
sensions are  healed,  and  '  peace  reigns  within  our  borders.'  Our  two 
colleges  have  consolidated,  and  our  physicians  are  now  nearlj^  a  unit 
in  the  support  of  the  new  institution.  With  a  college  whose  cor- 
poration rests  upon  a  sound  foundation,  and  whose  trustees  and  fac- 
ulty are  elected  for  life,  thus  givi ug  it  permanence  and  stability,  there 
seems  now  nothing  to  hinder  the  accomplishment  our  of  highest  aspira- 
tions." 
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The  degrees  of  the  College  were  then  conferred  upon  thirty-five 
graduates.  Honorable  mention  was  made  of  the  following  six,  for  the 
excellence  of  their  theses,  as  follows  :  — 

O.  B.  Bird,  Philadelphia,  Metastasis  ;  J.  M.  Curtis,  A.M.  Wil- 
mington, Del.j  Rheumatism ;  C.  H.  Goodman,  A.  B.,  St.  Louis, 
Theory  of  Cure  ;  C.  B.  Knerr,  Fogelsville,  Pa.,  Concuse^^ion  of  the  Brain  ; 
W.  B.  Reed,  Philadelphia,  Cimicifuga ;  W.  B.  Trites,  A.  B.,  Mana- 
yunk,  Pa.,  Sanguis  Hominis. 

The  remaining  graduates  were  as  follows  : 

E.  P.  Brunner,  Central  Point,  Pa. ;  F.  W.  Boyer,  M.D.,  Pottsville, 
Pa. ;  Antonio  Casanova,  Cienfuegos,  Cuba ;  C.  C.  Currie,  Fleming- 
ton,  N.  J.  ;  J.  M.  Criley,  Springfield,  O. ;  A.  C.  Cowperthwait,  Tou- 
lon, 111. ;  J.  P.  Crooks,  Pittsburg ;  H.  R.  Fetterhoff",  Chambersburg, 
Pa. ;  E.  E.  Fisher,  Canton,  N.  Y. ;  E.  J.  Foster,  Waterbury,  Vt.  ; 
W.  B.  Gilman,  Philadelphia  ;  W.  F.  Hathawav,  Philadelphia  ;  James 
Haylett,  Montpelier,  Vt. ;  J.  E.  Hardy,  M.B.C.M.,  Norfolk,  Va.  ; 
J.  W.  Hall,  Albany,  N.  Y.  ;  D.  L.  Jones,  Bradford,  Vt. ;  J.  K.  Lee, 
Etna,  Pa. ;  G.  W.'Light,  Columbus  Grove,  O.  ;  W.  F.  Marks,  Lees- 
port,  Pa. ;  S.  Morrison,  F.R.C.S.,  London,  Eng.  ;  J.  Moore,  M.D. 
Liverpool,  Eng. ;  A.  Noxen,  M.D.,  Bloomfield,  Ont. ;  A.  Peltzer, 
Rheydt,  Germany  ;  W.  A.  D.  Pierce,  Leopard,  Pa. ;  A.  C.  Rembaugh, 
Philadelphia ;  H.  E.  Reinhold,  Williamsport,  Pa.  ;  S.  Starr,  Avon- 
dale,  Pa. ;  D.  C.  Smith,  Thompsontown,  Pa. ;  W.  C.  J.  Slough,  Fog- 
elsville, Pa. 

The  matriculants  of  the  College  during  the  last  session  numbered 
eighty-four ;  viz  : 


From  Pennsylvania 44 

"  New  Jersey 10 

"  Vermont.... 4 

"  Ohio 4 

"  New  York 3 

"  Delaware 3 

"  Illinois 2 

"  Virginia 2 

"  Cuba ..2 


From  England 2 

"     Maryland 1 

"     Dist.  Columbia 1 

"      Missouri 1 

'«     Texas 1 

"     Kansas 1 

"     Canada 1 

"     Saxe- Weimar 1 

*'      Prussia 1 


THE    MISSOURI   HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    COLLEGE 

Held  its  annual  Commencement  at  St.  Louis,  Thursday  evening,  Feb. 
25,  in  Pol^^technic  Hall.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was 
conferred  upon  seventeen  graduates, asfollows  : 

James  R.  Reed,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  ;  John  Keck,  Cairo,  111.  ;  D.  L. 
Deyoe,  St.  Louis;  D.  G.  Allen,  Cairo,  III.  ;  S.  C.  Grant,  St.  Louis  ; 
O.  G.  Strong,  Canton,  111. ;  J.  B.  Williams,  Centralia,  111.  ;  J.  Wenz, 
ISew  Orleans;  Peter  A.  Aikman,  Ontario;  W.  L.  Hedges,  Gerard, 
111.  ;  J.  A.  Campbell,  St.  Louis  ;  J.  M.  Taylor,  Bloomington,  111. ; 
John  Schmidt,  Quincy,  111.  ;  James  M.  Kershaw,  St.  Louis  ;  G.  H.  T. 
Johnson,  Atchison,  Kansas  ;  J.  Petros,  Virden,  111. ;  W.  D.  Foster, 
Hannibal,  Mo. 
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Honorary  degrees  were  conferred  upon  the  following  medical  gen- 
tlemen : 

Dr.  Martin  Mayer,  Leavenworth,  Kansas  ;  Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. ;  Dr.  C.  J.  Hempel,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan  ;  Dr.  C.  "W. 
Spaulding,  St.  Louis  ;  Dr.  W.  H.  Holcombe,  New  Orleans ;  John 
Moore,  M.D.,  Liverpool,  Eng.  ;  R.  E.  Dudgeon,  M.D.,  London,  Eng.  ; 
H.  R.  Madden,  M.D.,  London,  Eng. ;  Richard  Hughes,  M.R.C.S., 
Brighton,  Eng. 

The  prizes  were  awarded  to  graduates,  as  follows  : 

Dr.  J.  R.  Reed,  Pittsburg,  for  the  best  anatomical  specimen;  a 
set  of  surgical  instruments,  given  by  Prof.  Franklin. 

For  the  greatest  proficiency  in  Chemistry,  the  "  Mayer  silver  medal," 
awarded  to  Dr.  J.  A.  Campbell,  of  St.  Louis  ;  given  by  Dr.  Martin 
Ma3^er  of  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

A  silver  medal,  offered  by  Prof.  Comstock,  for  the  best  examination 
in  Obstetrics,  was  awarded  to  Dr.  John  Keck,  Cairo,  111. 

After  the  candidates  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  had 
made  their  final  examination  in  obstetrics,  they  met  together.  Each. 
was  supplied  with  pens  and  paper,  and  a  copy  of  the  following  ques- 
tions :  Given,  a  case  of  labor  in  a  healthy  primipara  with  cranial 
presentation.  From  the  unusual  distention  of  the  abdomen,  the  case 
may  be  twins,  or  a  smgle  birth.  The  pains  have  been  normal,  but  fre- 
quent and  severe,  for  six  hours  or  more  :  suddenly,  without  any  appar- 
ent cause,  they  cease. 

1.  What  must  be  the  condition  of  the  uterus  which  causes  this 
cessation  of  the  pains,  and  how  will  you  express  it  in  obstetrical  lan- 
guage ? 

2.  What  is  the  rational  treatment  in  such  cases? 

3.  How  would  the  labor  most  probably  progress  and  terminate, 
after  the  treatment  ? 

The  answers  were  required  to  be  given  categoricall}^  in  writing. 
Eight  of  the  graduating  class  gave  answers,  and  the  following,  by  Dr. 
John  Keck,  won  the  prize  : 

1.  This  condition  of  the  uterus  is  inertia,  caused  by  the  continued 
severe  pains  and  non-rupture  of  the  membranes. 

2.  Rupture  the  membranes  at  once,  when  the  pains  will  come  on 
again. 

3.  The  labor  will  progress  and  terminate  favorably,  as  in  all  ordi- 
nary cases. 

The  valedictory  was  delivered  by  Dr.  N.  D.  Tirrell.  Professor  of 
Chemistry  ;  and  it  was  in  realit}-  a  learned  production,  and  listened  to 
with  the  greatest  attention  b}^  the  large  audience  present. 

A  pleasant  social  reunion  and  banquet,  given  by  the  faculty,  and 
graced  by  a  fair  representation  of  the  city,  closed  the  exercises  of  the 
eveninof. 
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ITEMS   AND    EXTRACTS. 
Chicago  supports  four  medical  periodicals. 

A  Portland  druggist  has  a  notice  in  his  window,  *'  Twelve  Emetics 
for  one  dollar."     Cheap  and  pleasant ! 

Phenic  acid  has  proved  most  successful  in  treating  the  so-called 
"  mountain  disease,"  {mal  de  montagne),  which  has  been  so  fatal  to 
the  sheep  and  horned  cattle  of  France. 

There  are  one  million  more  women  than  men  in  England. 

A  WELL-KNOWN  physiciau  used  to  say  that  roast  beef,  serenity  of 
mind,  cold-water  baths,  and  an  amiable  and  pretty  wife,  would  make 
almost  any  man  healthy,  wealthy  and  wise. 

Influenza.  —  Dr.  Currier,  of  Middlebury,  Vt.,  writes  :  "  We  are 
having  a  severe  epidemic  influenza.  Cham,  Ars.  Phos.  and  8ang. 
prove  valuable  remedies." 

Dr.  Jones,  of  Bradford,  Yt.,  informs  us  that  scarlet  fever,  measles, 
whooping-cough,  and  typhoid  fever,  have  prevailed  very  extensively 
in  that  section  for  a  long  time. 

Whooping-cough,  which  has  been  unusually  severe,  has  been  met 
best  with  Arnica^^^  and  Corallium  rubrum^^,  as  indicated. 

He  has  cured  scarlet  fever  almost  exclusively  with  Arum  trypliyl- 
lum^^'^. 

Lachesis.  —  For  forty  years  the  medical  profession  have  been  dis- 
tributing the  poison  obtained  from  one  poor  Lachesis  trigonocepha- 
lus.  F.  E.  Boericke,  of  Philadelphia,  has  recently  secured  serpent 
number  two  of  this  variety ;  and  physicians  wishing  to  get  the  third 
trituration  of  Lachesis  can  now  obtain  it  of  him.  Price,  one  dollar, 
(Si. 00)  per  ounce. 

"  One  of  the  Boston  physicians  has  professional  charge  of  a  young 
gorilla  with  the  lung  fever.  The  pecuniary  value  of  the  young  patient 
induces  the  greatest  care  of  him." 

We  do  not  know  as  homoeopathy  has  ever  been  tried  by  the  gorillas  ; 
but  we  do  know  that,  if  they  possess  anything  of  human  nature,  they 
would  be  spfer  under  its  influence  than  under  allopathic  medication  in 
lung  fever. 

Dr.  N.  L.  Folsom,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  has  invented  a  pair  of 
surgical  scissors  for  amputating  the  elongated  uvula.  No  forceps  are 
required  to  hold  the  end  of  the  uvula  whilst  amputating  it,  which 
produces  most  of  the  distress  of  retching  in  the  operation. 

Dr.  James  Nordrop,  surgeon  to  George  lY.,  is  dead.  He  had 
written  man}-  medical  works. 

Carbolic  acid  may  be  deodorized  by  mixing  it  in  a  crystallized 
form,  with  twice  its  weight  of  gum  camphor,  and  adding  whiting  to 
the  compound.  In  this  form  it  is  said  to  be  valuable  both  as  a  disin- 
fectant and  as  a  protection  to  furs  against  moths. 

Lady  Murchison,  who  first  induced  iier  husband,  Sir  Roclerick,  to  en- 
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gage  in  scientific  pursuits,  is  dead.     She  was  herself  a  very  good 
naturalist. 

A  Western  medical  firm,  whose  method  of  cure  is  "  the  laying  on  of 
hands,"  has  lately  been  fined  for  practising  medicine  contrary  to 
law. 

Cadmium  is  substituted  for  part  of  the  zinc  in  the  formation  of  the 
alloy  known  as  German  silver ;  and  the  result  is  a  beautiful  white 
metal,  very  hard,  and  susceptible  of  a  high  polish.  Table  articles 
made  of  this  alloy  closely  resemble  silver. 

The  sale  of  horseflesh  as  food  increases  in  France,  but  by  no  means 
so  rapidly  as  the  more  earnest  advocates  of  the  movement  could 
wish. 

Rational  expectant  treatment  of  disease  is  called,  in  England,  the 
fashionable  scepticism  of  the  present  day,  which  sees  no  virtue  in 
drugs. 

Poppies.  —  It  is  reported  that  the  cultivation  of  the  popp}^  will 
be  introduced  into  Louisiana.  A  French  gentleman  at  Natchi- 
toches, it  is  stated,  hi  s  announced  his  intention  of  planting  in  the 
spring  of  1869  several  acres  of  poppies,  and  manufacturing  opium. 
It  is  asserted  that  an  acre  of  poppies  will  make  fifty  pounds  of  opium, 
worth  fifteen  to  twenty  dollars  a  pound,  at  a  cost  of  less  than  four 
dollars  a  pound  for  manufacturing,  and  that  one  man  can  cultivate 
three  acres. 

Beverages  used  by  the  Human  Race.  —  Not  less  than  500,000,000 
of  the  human  race  make  use  of  an  infusion  of  tea ;  more  than 
100,000,000  drink  coffee  ;  about  50,000,000  cocoa  ;  and  not  less  than 
10,000,000  of  the  inhabitants  of  Peru,  Paragua}^,  and  Brazil  use  an 
an  infusion  of  mate,  guarana,  or  Paraguay  tea,  a  species  of  holly. 
In  England  alone,  there  are  over  100,000,000  pounds  of  tea  con- 
sumed annually,  and  about  half  as  much  of  coflee.  About  100,000,000 
pounds  of  tea  are  consumed  in  this  country. 

Quack  Advertisements.  —  The  following  veritable  specimen  shows 
how  closely  a  devotional  ( ?)  spirit  and  the  greed  of  gain  may  be 
brought  in  juxtaposition  :  "  Please  write  to  me  at  once,  all  ye  afflicted, 
the  facts  as  they  appear,  and  I  will  answer  j^ou  promptly,  and  to  the 
point,  and  state  fully  whether  you  can  or  not  be  saved.  Do  not  give 
up,  even  though  your  family  physician  has  done  j'^ou  no  good,  for  I 
have  sa\  ed  thousands  after  all  hope  had  fled  and  the  grave  was  near. 
The  wisdom  and  goodness  of  a  just  Providence  will  not  withhold  the 
noble  means  for  the  salvation  or  happiness  of  his  suffering  and 
erring  children.  Also,  if  you  expect  a  full  aiid  specific  reply  to  your 
letter  always  inclose  ten  cents :  postage  must  be  paid  in  advance." 

Acupressure  at  the  New  York  Hospital. —  Since  the  first  of 
December,  acupressure  has  been  employed  at  this  hospital  in  two 
amputations  at  the  shoulder-joint,  in  two  of  the  thigh,  and  in  one  at 
the  knee-joint,  with  complete  prevention  of  haemorrhage  in  every 
case.  All  the  cases  but  one,  which  died  of  p3^8emia,  either  have 
recovered,  or  are  in  a  fair  way  to  do  so.  — Medical  Record, 
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A  NEW  Nomenclature  of  Diseases,  after  almost  incredible  labor  and 
painstaking,  has  just  been  completed  in  England,  with  Latin,  French, 
German,  and  Italian  sjmonymes.  A  uniform  nomenclature,  in  which 
the  same  name  shall  always  signify  the  same  thing,  is  indispensable 
for  the  gathering-in  of  trustworthy  statistical  information.  It  should 
come  into  general  use  throughout  the  medical  world  otherwise  statisti- 
cal returns  are  not  only  worthless,  but  misleading.  —  Watson's  Address 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 

The  Homceopathtc  Medical  Society  of  France  meets  in  Paris  on 
the  5th  of  Ai)ril,  1869.  We  learn  from  the  Bihliotheque  Ho7noeO' 
pathique  that  all  physicians,  without  regard  to  school  or  opinion,  are 
invited  to  be  present  at  this  session,  to  discuss  the  following  subject : 
"  The  nature  and  extent  of  the  relation  between  disease  and 
medicine,  and  between  nosological  and  therapeutical  tendencies." 
This  question  is  really  older  than  all  methods  of  medical  practice,  and, 
from  its  generalization,  takes  a  place  above  the  sphere  of  passion  and 
the  irritating  interests  of  opinion.  Could  scientific  men  of  dift'erent 
opinions  be  brought  together  with  unprejudiced  feelings,  we  doubt  not 
that  much  good  would  result  from  this  discussion ;  but  we  greatly 
fear  that  the  invitation  will  not  be  accepted  by  men  outside  of  the 
homoeopathic  faith. 

Prevention  of  Premature  Interments.  —  All  the  formalities  in 
reference  to  the  prizes  bequeathed  by  the  late  Marquis  d'Ourches 
have  now  been  settled,  and  memoirs,  etc.,  relating  to  it  are  to  be 
sent  to  the  Academic  de  Medecine,  which  has  consented  to  act  as 
adjudicator.     The  prizes  are  two  in  number  :  — 

1.  One  of  20,000  francs,  is  to  be  given  to  the  discoverer  of  a 
simple  and  popular  method  for  the  recognition,  in  a  certain  and  indu- 
bitable manner,  of  the  signs  of  real  death.  The  express  condition  of 
this  prize  is,  that  the  means  in  question  may  be  capable  of  employ- 
ment by  the  most  ignorant. 

2.  Another  of  5,000  francs,  for  the  discovery  of  a  certain  and  in- 
dubitable means  of  recognizing  the  signs  of  real  death  by  the  aid  of 
electricity,  or  any  other  procedure  requiring  the  intervention  of  a  med- 
ical man  ;  or  by  the  application  of  knowledge,  the  use  of  instruments, 
or  the  employment  of  substances  beyond  the  scope  of  ordinary  persons. 

If  either  or  both  prizes  remain  unadjudged,  the  funds  devoted  to 
providing  for  them,  are  to  revert  to  the  estate  of  the  deceased. —  Med- 
ical Times. 

Resuscitation  in  Asphyxia.  —  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Society  there  was  an  animated  discussion  on  the  best 
mode  of  resuscitating  the  drowned.  Dr.  Bain  brought  before  the 
society  his  new  ready-method,  and  supported  its  claims  by  the  details 
of  various  experiments  which  he  had  made  on  the  dead  subject.  This 
method  of  Dr.  Bain's  seems  to  be  a  modification  of  a  plan  introduced 
last  year  by  Pacini.  He  proposes  to  raise  the  ribs  and  thorax  by 
means  of  a  hand  of  the  operator  placed  in  each  axilla,  with  the  thumb  on 
the  clavicle.  Dr.  Silvester  directs  traction  to  be  made  by  the  arms, 
which  he  uses  as  handles  to  open  the  chest.     Dr.  Bain  states   that 
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his  experiments  prove  that  more  air  can  be  introduced  into  the  chest 
by  his  method  than  any  other.  —  Medical  Times  and  Gazette. 

Prurigo.  —  Nearly  all  cases  of  prurigo  arise  from  the  Pedicuhis 
corporis.  The  insect  differs  from  the  other  two  species,  which  infest 
respectively  the  head  and  the  pubes,  in  that  it  dwells  on  the  under- 
clothing, and  also  deposits  its  eggs  on  the  under-clothing.  Hence,  if 
the  skin  is  ever  so  carefully  examined,  nothing  is  discovered,  and 
even  the  shirt  requires  great  care  to  discover  the  cause  of  the  affec- 
tion. 

The  nits  are  often  found  inside  of  the  wrinkles  or  folds  about  the 
waist.  Warm  baths  and  washing  the  clothes  have  no  effect  whatever 
in  killing  the  parasite.  The  only  way  to  destroy  the  ova  in  the 
clothes  is  to  bake  them.  It  is  also  a  good  plan  to  grease  the  skin 
with  very  dilute  citrine  ointment,  or  indeed  with  an}  greasy  substance, 
and  this  for  the  same  reason  that  olive-oil  or  lard,  per  se,  is  a  cure  for 
the  itch.  An  ointment  containing  the  oil  obtainable  from  stavesacre- 
seeds  is  a  capital  application. — Eclectic  Medical  Hevieiv, 

Carbolic  Acid  Treatment  in  Surgery.  —  Dr.  Kelburne  King,  of 
Hull,  England,  in  a  recent  paper  "  On  Carbolic  Acid  and  the  Anti- 
septic Treatment  in  Surgery,"  says  :  "  Modern  science  shows  that 
suppuration  is  not  a  necessary  process  in  cases  of  those  wounds  which 
do  not  heal  by  first  intention  ;  granulation  can  occur  without  suppu- 
ration. Access  of  air  is  the  most  common  cause  of  suppuration,  not 
on  account  of  the  air  itself,  but  of  the  germs  which  are  contained  in 
it.  Carbolic  acid  diminishes  or  arrests  suppurative  action.  The 
author  had  emplo3^ed  in  different  cases  dressings  of  (1)  solution  oL 
carbolic  acid  ;  (2)  carbolic  oil,  proportion  one  to  four;  (3)  carbolic 
putty,  i.e.,  whiting  added  to  carbolic  oil  to  a  decided  consistence. 
The  author  claims  for  the  treatment, — 1.  That  decomposition  of 
discharges  is  prevented  ;  2.  That  it  enables  those  parts  injured  be- 
yond redemption  to  slough  away  without  becoming  foci  for  the 
formation  of  pus  ;  3.  That  it  exercises  a  control  over  the  formation 
of  pus  in  the  centre  of  wounds  ;  4.  That  it  diminishes  the  chances 
of  blood-poisoning  ;  5.  That  it  is  of  signal  service  to  the  patient 
himself  and  to  those  surrounding  him,  as  all  fetor  is  absolutely  pre- 
vented. 

Washington  Homceopathic  Medical  Society. — Mr.  Anthony  in- 
troduced in  the  Senate  last  month  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society.  It  names  as  corporators,  T.  8.  Verdi, 
G.  W.  Pope,  C.  W.  Sonnenschmidt,  E.  S.  Kimball,  and  Jehu  Brain- 
erd,  with  power  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of 
$20,000,  and  exempts  the  members  thereof  from  liibility  to  be  mus- 
tered in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States.  The  members 
thereof  are  authorized  to  practise  medicine  and  surgery,  collect  their 
fees,  etc.,  like  those  of  other  medical  societies,  and  ^njoy  equal  rights 
and  privileges,  examine  candidates,  admit  members,  etc.  Referred 
to  the  District  Committee. 

We  are  glad  to  see  our  friends  in  Washington  thus  active.  A  good 
medical  society  in  the  District  of  Columbia  will  be  a  valuable  adjunct 
to  the  cause  of  homoeopathy. 
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A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Women.     By  T.  Gaillard 

Thomas,  M.D.     Second    edition.      Philadelphia :    Henry  C.  Lea. 

pp.  648,  8vo.     Sold  by  James  Campbell,  Boston. 

A  professor  in  the  oldest  medical  college  in  America  treats  of  the 
newest  diseases  known  to  humanity,  and,  in  his  own  opinion,  the 
most  hopeless.  "  No  department  of  medicine,"  says  he,  "  has  made 
more  advances  within  the  last  few  years  than  Gynaecology."  Alas  that 
the  Oyne  herself  has  made  greater  advances  still,  and,  through  igno- 
rance, necessity,  or  defiance  of  the  laws  of  nature,  distanced  the 
gynaecologist  further  than  ever  before !  Dr.  Thomas's  opportunities 
for  study  during  the  thirteen  3^ears  of  his  occupancy  of  that  chair,  in 
the  largest  and  most  denaturalized  cit}''  in  America,  have  been  terribly 
abundant.  His  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  illustrations  exemplify 
every  form  of  what  Dr.  Ludlam,  of  Chicago,  calls  "  crucifixions," — not 
of  the  cervix  only,  but  of  every  part  of  the  reproductive  apparatus  ; 
and,  after  the  deduction  of  all  those  which  the  discoveries  of  homoe- 
opathy have  rendered  unnecessary,   the  catalogue  is  fearfully  large. 

The  brevity  of  the  book  is  noteworthy.  All  the  diseases  depend- 
ant on  pregnancy  are  omitted  ;  and  the  author's  manner  of  getting 
through  his  subject  may  be  seen  in  his  chapter  on  JEtiology.  His 
seven  causes  of  female  diseases  in  America  are  :  Want  of  fresh  air 
and  exercise ;  Excessive  development  of  the  nervous  system ;  Im- 
proprieties of  dress  ;  Imprudence  during  menstruation ;  Imprudence 
after  parturition ;  Prevention  of  conception,  and  induction  of  abor- 
tion ;  Marriage  with  existing  uterine  disease.  All  these  he  dismisses 
in  less  than  ten  pages. 

It  is  significant  of  the  little  power  that  allopathic  medicine  claims 
over  these  diseases  that  we  notice  but  a  single  prescription  in  the 
book,  and  that  in  the  last  paragraph, — Iron,  arsenic,  and  nux 
vomica,  for  chlorosis. 

The  Essentials   of  a    Reliable    Pathogenesis.     By  E.  M.  Hale, 
M.D. 

This  little  pamphlet  contains  some  excellent  suggestions  by  one 
who  has  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  to  the  study  and  improvement, 
of  the  materia  medica.  In  order  more  definitely  to  define  the  rela- 
tive value  of  symptoms,  he  proposes,  in  addition  to  the  star,  the 
cypher,  and  Italics,  to  annex  the  letter  v  to  any  symptoms,  as  many 
times  as  it  has  been  verified  by  other  provers  ;  also,  to  represent  the 
relative  persistence  of  symptoms  by  ''  lower-case,"  "  Italics'^  "  small 
caps,"  and  '*  CAPS."  Pathogenesis,  which  is  the  basis  of  our 
school,  requires  for  its  improvement  the  greatest  care,  thorough 
integrity,  and  indomitable  labor.  Whoever,  by  bringing  these  qual- 
ities to  bear  upon  it,  can  render  our  materia  medica  more  reliable, 
will  be  a  benefactor  to  the  race. 

Transactions  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Annual  Meetings  of  the 
Western  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.     Indianapolis,  May  23d  an 

no.   IV.   VOL.   IV.  15 
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24th,   1867,  and  Milwaukee,  May  21st  and  22d,   1868.     Chicago : 

Printed  for  the  Institute. 

This  pamphlet  of  150  pages,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  does  not  do 
justice  to  the  able  and  energetic  body  which  sends  it  forth.  The 
lack  of  typographical  and  editorial  care,  which,  nearly  every  page 
evinces,  would  never  be  allowed  by  any  one  of  the  contributors  in 
the  issue  of  his  own  work.  We  know  very  well  what  an  arduous  and 
thankless  task  it  is  to  properly  edit  the  transactions  of  a  medical 
association  ;  yet  no  society  should  allow  its  seal  to  be  placed  upon  a 
publication  which  does  not  reflect  the  true  character  of  the  source 
from  which  it  emanates. 

The  Homceopathic  Quarterly.  Rollin  R.  Gregg,  M.D.,  Editor 
and  Proprietor.     Buffalo,     pp.  34. 

This  is  well-printed  on  good  paper.  We  wish  we  could  say 
something  better  for  our  old  friend  and  classmate,  but  we  fear  his 
Quarterly  smacks  strongly  of  egotism,  if  not  of  charlatanry.  The 
homoeopathic  profession  will  hardly  support  such  a  journal  as  this 
appears  to  be. 

The  Medical  Record  :  a  Semi-monthly  Journal  of  Medicine 
AND  Surgery.  New  York :  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  Publishers. 
None  of  our  allopathic  exchanges  do  we  welcome  more  cordially  than 
this  journal.  Except  on  the  subject  of  homoeopathy,  it  is  progressive  as 
well  as  enterprising.  The  last  number  has  a  beautiful  steel-plate  illus- 
tration, executed  by  the  new  process  of  heliography,  invented  by  Baron 
Egloffstein.  To  the  naked  eye,  it  has  all  the  softness  of  mezzotint ; 
but  a  good  magnifier  resolves  it  into  the  most  delicate  parallel  lines, 
producing  a  really  wonderful  effect. 

Proving  of  Carbolic  Acid.  B}'-  Drs.  Bacmeister,  Hoyne,  Duncan, 
Hedges,  and  Boyce.    Chicago  :  Keen  &  Cooke. 

Although  not  a  thorough  and  exhaustive  proving,  it  bi'ings  to- 
gether the  experiences  and  observations  of  many  reliable  persons 
with  this  new  and  valuable  article  of  the  Materia  Medica. 

Elementary  Course  in  the  German  Language.  By  Gabriel  Camp- 
bell, M.A.,  Professor  in  the  State  University  of  Minnesota.  Bos- 
ton:  Woolworth,  Ainsworth,  &  Co.     pp.194.     12mo. 

No  living  language  is  more  desirable  to  the  scholar  than  the  Ger- 
man. To  the  student  of  homoeopathy,  it  is  little  short  of  an  abso- 
lute necessity.  What  pleases  us  particularly  in  this  book  is,  that  the 
beginning  —  and,  in  a  language,  *'  it  is  the  first  step  that  costs  " —  is 
made  easy  from  the  fact  that  so  many  familiar  words  are  nearl}'' 
the  same  with  the  English.  We  know  of  no  other  text-book  that  so 
'systematically  avails  itself  of  this  circumstance.  "  Mein  Vater  hat 
Silher  und  Gold  in  Peoria'^  is  not  hard  to  translate.  A  similar  at- 
tempt to  thread  the  mazes  of  the  declensions  of  nouns,  adjectives, 
pronouns,  and  articles,  —  which  in  German  are  as  crooked  as  the 
streets  of  Boston,  —  deserves  the  careful  examination  of  the  teacher. 
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Caroll  Dunham,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  has  returned  from  Nassau,  N.  P., 
with  his  health  entirely  restored.  We  shall  hope,  in  the  next  number  of  the 
Gazette,  to  give  our  readers  some  account  of  the  climate  and  advantages  of 
Nassau,  from  his  pen. 

Rev.  L.  E.  NoLLAU,  the  founder  and  director  of  the  Good  Samaritan  Hos- 
pital of  St.  Louis,  died  of  cancer,  February  20,  1869. 

In  establishing  this  hospital,  he  has  exhibited  an  earnestness,  devotion, 
and  perseverance  in  the  face  of  difficulty,  such  as  has  been  seldom  seen.  Our 
school  is  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  the  brilliant  success  of  homoeopathy  in 
this  hospital,  the  result  of  individual  effort.  His  confldence  in,  and  loyalty 
to  our  science,  his  sincere  and  tender  interest  in  individual  patients,  his  sym- 
pathy for  the  suffering,  his  words  of  faith  and  good  cheer  for  the  despondent, 
did  much  to  build  up  the  extensive  reputation  which  this  hospital  has  ac- 
quired. 

D.  L.  Jones,  M.D.,  recently  graduated  from  the. Hahnemann  Medical  Col- 
lege, Philadelphia,  has  located  in  Bradford,  Vt.,  wliere  he  will  practise  with 
his  brother,  J.  H.  Jones,  M.D. 

E.  P.  Angell,  M.D.,  a  graduate  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of 
Philadelphia,  has  formed  a  partnership  in  practice  with  his  father,  James  An- 
gell, M.D.,  at  Galveston,  Texas. 

Prof.  A.  R.  Morgan.  — AVe  hear  nothing  but  praise  of  the  course  of  lec- 
tures on  Practice  which  he  delivered  in  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medical 
College;  and,  judging  from  a  single  one  to  which  we  listened,  this  praise  is 
well-merited. 

Prof.  P.  P.  Wells,  M.D.,  of  Brooklyn,  is  slowly  recovering  from  his  rheu- 
matic fever. 

Removals.  —  James  T.  Alley,  M.D.,  formerly  of  New  York,  to  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  where  he  has  so  far  recovered  his  health  as  to  resume  practice. 

E.  B.  Whitaker,  M.D.,  from  Hinesburgh,  Vt.,  to  Gaysville,  where  he  is 
associated  with  Dr.  G.  E.  E.  Sparhawk. 

J.  V.  Daggett,  from  Cornwall,  Yt.,  to  Canton,  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y. 

R.  Walter  Heurtly,  M.D.,  from  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  to  Chicago,  HI. 
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J.  A.,  Tex.  — We  are  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and  would  like  a  letter  report- 
ing the  condition  of  homoeopathy  in  your  State,  and  also  any  interesting 
medical  items  pertaining  to  your  section.  Have  you  a  homoeopathic  medical 
society  in  Texas  ? 

R.  E.,  N.  Y.  — The  price  of  Loomis's  forceps  is  ten  dollars. 

A.  L.,  N.  H.  —  Thanks  for  the  communication  and  items.  In  the  case  of 
orchitis,  after  the  remedies  already  used,  we  would  recommend  Gelsem.  fol- 
lowed by  Xitr.ac.  The  suspensory  bandage  should  be  worn  by  day,  and  the 
cold  wet  compress  may  be  applied  by  night.  Glad  to  hear  that  you  are  re- 
covering from  your  attack  of  hgemorrhage. 

S.  L.,  N.  Y. — As  you  will  see,  we  have  noticed  the  "  appeal,"  and  shall  be 
happy  to  aid  the  object. 

J.  H.  J.,  Vt.  —  Though  we  do  not  often  use  "  high  potencies  "  in  our  prac- 
tice, still  we  are  glad  to  receive  the  experiences  of  any  careful  observer  in 
relation  to  them.  By  careful,  dispassionate  comparison  of  results,  the  truth 
can  best  be  obtained. 

J.  P.  D.,  Cal.  — The  Publications  of  the  Mass.  Hom.  Med.  Society  have  not 
been  issued  for  the  present  year ;  but  as  soon  as  they  are,  we  v^ill  forward 
them  to  you. 

H.  N.  A.,  N.  Y.  —  We  fear  you  will  not  improve  matters  by  reviving  your 
former  pamphlet.    Better  let  it  be  forgotten. 
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H.  S.  S.,  N.  Y.  —  We  shall  hope,  in  our  next  number,  to  have  an  article  on 
the  subject  of  artificial  noses. 

H.  M.  S.  —  Our  homoeopathic  statistician  does  not  always  receive  very- 
clear  answers  to  his  very  simple  circulars.  Thus  the  "  Eev.  J.  A.  Penniman, 
M.D.,"  graduate  of  the  "Univ.  of  Penn.,"  leaves  his  "address  in  full"  a 
blank;  perhaps  to  be  guessed  at,  or  filled  at  discretion.  Some  are  graduates 
of  "  New  York,"  "Vermont,"  "Phila.""  Cleveland,"  etc^  and  one  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  "  U.  S."    But  Illinois  bears  the  palm:  ^^  Name  in  full,  —  C.  E.  P ; 

Address    in   full,  —  E.     P....;    Graduate  (or  licentiate)    of —   Many    years' 
practice.    Licensed  by  Internal  Eevenue  Department, 
I'm  C.  E.  P.,  M.D.  renown. 
But  my  M.D.  means  Money  Down. 
Let  younger  scamps 
Boast  empty  fame ; 
Give  me  my  stamps, 

I'll  risk  the  name.     C.  E.  P." 
This  reminds  us  of  the  poetical  prefix  which,  it  is  said,  medical  students 
placed  upon  the  sign  of  the  notorious  Dr.  Lettsom  : — 
When  patients  comes  or  sends  for  I, 
I  physics,  bleeds,  and  sweats  'em; 
If,  after  that,  they  choose  to  die. 
What's  that  to  i?        I.  LETTSOM. 
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The  following  exchanges  for  March  : 

The  North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy;  New  York.  The  Ho- 
moeopathic Sun;  New  York.  The  Hahnemaunlan  fMonthly  (for  February 
and  March,  double  number) ;  Philadelphia.  The  American  Journal  of 
Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica;  Philadelphia.  American  Homoeopathic 
Observer;  Detroit.  The  Medical  Investigator;  Chicago.  The  Western 
Homoeopathic  Observer ;  St.  Louis.  The  Monthly  Homoeopathic  Independ- 
ent; St.  Louis.  The  Homoeopathic  World;  London,  Eng.  Bibliotheque 
Homoeopathique ;  Paris.  (Vol.1.  24  nos.,  1868,  vol.  II.  5"nos.  1869.)  El 
Criterio  Medico;  Madrid,  Spain.  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
The  Medical  Eecord ;  New  York.  The  Medical  Gazette;  New  York. 
American  Eclectic  Medical  Eeview;  New  York.  Pacific  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal;  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery;  Nashville,  ■  Tenn.  Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry.  Our  Dumb 
Animals;  Boston.  The  Little  Wanderers'  Advocate;  Boston.  The  Month- 
ly Eecord  of  the  Five  Points  House  of  Industry;  New  York.  The  Guar- 
dian of  Health  and  Education  ;  Boston.  Littell's  Living  Age ;  Boston.  Every 
Saturday ;  Boston.     Cincinnati  Times. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Women,  by  T.  Gaillard  Thomas, 
M.D.;  Philadelphia,  Henry  C.  Lea.  New  Elementary  Course  in  the  German 
Language,  by  G.  Campbell;  Boston,  Woolworth,  Ainsworth  &  Co. 
Transactions  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Annual  Meetings  of  the  Western 
Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  Proving  of  CarbolicAcid;  Chicago.  Valedictory 
Address;  by  Henry  Noah  Martin,  M.D.  Petition  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  India.na.  The  Essentials  of  a  Eeliable  Pathogenesis,  by  E.  M. 
Hale,  M.D.  Guilford  INlineral  Spring  Water.  Fourth  Annual  Catalogue  of 
the  Mass.  Institute  of  Technology.  Fifth  Annual  Eeport  of  the  City  Hospital, 
Boston.  The  Danish  Islands  ;  by  James  Parton.  Thermometric  Gateways  to 
|;he  Pole,  by  Silas  Bent,  St.  Louis. 
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REGISTER 


OF  THE 


HOMCEOPATHIC    PHYSICIANS 


OF  THE 


UNITED     STATES. 

Thl  following  homoeopatMc  physicians,  residing  in  the  United  States,  had, 

on  the  fifteenth  of  March,  1869,  communicated  to  the  Bureau  of  Registration 
of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  their  names  and  residences,  and  the 
name  of  the  college  or  body  by  which  they  were  graduated  or  licensed.  The 
list  will  be  continued  in  successive  numbers  of  the  Gazette  till  completed. 
Physicians  who  are  not  yet  on  the  Register  are  requested  to  send  their  names, 
with  the  requisite  particulars,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Bureau,  Henry  M.  Smith, 
M.D.,  No.  105  Pourth  Avenue,  New  York,  and  they  will  appear  with  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  list. 

***  Names  of  the  Memljers  of  the  Institute  are  in  small,  capitals. 
D.  T.  Abell,  M.D.,  Darlington,  Lafayette  County,  Wis. 
Henry  P.  Adams,  M.D.,  Canastota,  Madison  County,  N.  Y. 
Geo.D.  Allen,  M.D.,  Portland,  Ionia  County,  Mich. 
Timothy  P.  Allex,  M.D.,  3  East  Thirty-third  Street,  New  York  city. 
Chas.  P.  Ailing,  M.D.,  Dunkirk  Chautauque  County,  N.  Y. 
Wm.  C.  Anthony,  M.D.,  Princeton,  Bureau  County,  111. 
Philip  E.  Arcularius,  M.D.,  43  East  Twenty-first  Street,  New  York  city. 
Theodore  S.  Armstrong,  M.D.,  Ovvego,  Tioga  County,  N.  Y. 
Calvin  M.  Arnold,  M.D.,  Lebanon,  Pa. 
Henry  P.  Aten,  M.D.,  20  Hanson  Place,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Alexander  G.  Austin,  M.D.,  Williamson,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y. 
Edward  W.  Avery,  M.D.,  Poughkeepsie  on  the  Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Mortimer  Ayers,  M.D.,  Pana,  Christian  County,  111. 
Jas.  S.  Ayres,  M.D.,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 
Chas.  W.  Babcock,  M.D.,  Lancaster,  Fairfield  County,  Ohio. 
Rufus  Backus,  M.I).  Harvard,  McHenry  County,  111. 
Chas.  A.  Bacon,  M.D.,  38  East  Twentieth  Street,  New  York  city. 
Alvin  Bagley,  M.D.,  Marshall,  Mich. 
H.  B.  Bagley,  M.  D.,  Marshall,  Mich. 
Chas.  Bailey,  M.D.,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 
Milton  H.  Baker,  M.D.,  Highland  Park,  Lake  County,  111. 
Alexander  R.  Ball,  M.D.,  Marshall,  Mich. 
James  Ball,  Wayland,  Mich. 

W.  W.  Bancker",  M.D.,  128  Baxter  Street,  New  York  city. 
Walton  Bancroft,  M.D.,  La  Salle,  111. 
Wm.  J.  Baner,  M.D.,234:  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  citv. 
D.  R.  Bar<lin,  M.D.,  129  North  Fortieth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Albert  C.  Barlow,  M.D.,  Toledo,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio. 
Wright  H.  Barnes,  M.D.,  Chatham  Four  Corners,  N.  Y. 
Geo.  S  Barrows,  M.D.,  Rockford,  111. 

Rodman  Bartlett,  M.D.,  134  West  Forty-eighth  Street,  New  York  city. 
Wm.  Baxter,  M.D.,  Wappinger's  Falls,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y. 
B.  L.  B.  Baylies,  M.D.,  Astoria,  Queen's  County,  N.  Y. 
Augustus  R.  Beach,  M.D.,  Caldwell,  N.  J. 

Geo.  Henry  Beach,  M.D.,  Sandy  Hill,  Washington  County,  N.  Y. 
Henry  Beaicley,  M.D.,  Peekskill,  Westchester  County,  N.Y.    ^ 
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John  H.  Beaumont,  M.D.,  Freeport,  Stephenson  County,  111. 

Benjamin  Becker,  M.D.,  Cressona  and  Pottsville,  Schuylkill  County,  Pa. 

Geo.  E.  Belcher,  M.D.,  43  East  Tvveuty-tirst  Street,  New  York  city. 

Clinton  A.  Beldiu,  M.D.,  Jamaica,  Queen's  County,  N.  Y. 

Rufus  E.  Beldino-,  M.D.,  1  Barton  Block,  Syracuse,  N.Y. 

Thos.  B.  Benedict,  M.D.,  Ionia,  Ionia  County,  Mich. 

Francis  A.  Beuham,  M.D.,  Bronson,  Mich.  -     ^ 

P.  OscakC.  Benson,  M.D.,  Skaneateles,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y. 

J.  F.  Julius  M.  J.  Berghaus,  M.D.,  49  West  Twenty-fourth  Street,  New  York. 

C.  Bernreuter,  M.D.,  Fosterburgh.  Madison  County,  111. 

James  Berry,  M.D.,  Gloversville,  Fulton  County,  N.  Y. 

Joseph  A.  Biegler,  M.D.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

S.  T.  Birdsall,  M.D.,  218  East  Broadway,  New  York  city. 

A.  Bishop,  M.D.,  Ithaca,  N.Y. 

Herbert  M.  Bishop,  M.D.,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Leverett  Bishop,  Sauquoit,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 

W.  Jamp:s  Blakely,  M.D.,  St.  Mary's,  Elk  County,  Pa. 

Henry  Bliss,  M.D.,  Fairbury,  Livingston  County,  111. 

Richard  D.  Bloss,  M.D.,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

Frank  Bond,  M.D.,  83  Court  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Alva  H.  Botsford,  M.D.,  Grand  Rapids,  Kent  County,  Mich. 

Geo.  W.  Bowen,  M.D.,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Josiah  Bowers,  M.D.,  Sinithtown,  N.Y. 

Wm.  Henry  Bowlsby,  M.D.,  240  Myrtle  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Benjamin  Bowman,  M.D.,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

F.  Standish  Bradford,  M.D.,  112  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  city. 

Ira  S.  Bradner,  M.D.,  Middletown,  Orange  County,  N.  Y. 

Chas.  W.  Breyfogle,  M.D.,  Gl  West  Jefferson  Street,  Louisville,  Ky. 

William  Brinck,  M.D.,  55  East  Twenty-first  Street,  New  York  city. 

Ch.vs.  a.  BrooivS,  M.T).,  Clinton,  Mass. 

Edward  V.  Brown,  M.D.,  Tarrytown,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y. 

Granville  C.  Brown,  M.D.,  Port  Chester,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y. 

Henry  R.  Brown,  M.D.,  Waterbury,  Conn. 

Hiram  D.  Brown,  M.D.,  Potsdam,  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y. 

Titus  L.  Brown,  M.D.,  Binghamton,  Broome  County,  N.  Y. 

Gardner  S.  Browne,  M.D.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Caspar  Bruckhausen,  Norwich,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y. 

Melville  Bryant,  M.D.,  306  Adelphi  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Jirah  D.  Buck,  M.D.,  Sandusky  City,  Ohio. 

John  Buck,  M.D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

William  Bull^eley,  M.D.,  Brewster  Station,  Putnam  County,  N.  Y. 

David  H.  Bullard,  Glenn's  Falls,  Warren  County,  N.  Y. 

Samuel  J.  Bumstead,  jNI.D.,  Pekin,  111. 

Thomas  C.  Bunting,  M.D.,  Mauch  Chunk,  Carbon  County,  Pa. 

J.  Gregg  Burchard,  M.D.,  Peekskill,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y. 

Stephen  P.  Burdick,  M.D.,  303  West  Thirty-fourth  Street,  New  York  city. 

J.  C.  Burgher,  M.D.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

B.  J.  Burnett,  M.D.,  Mt.  Vernon,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y. 
N.  G.  Burnhara,  M.D.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Wm.  Bushuell,  M.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Geo.  F.  Butman,  M.D.,  3  Dover  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

David  C.  Card,  M.D.,  Willimantic,  Conn. 

Melville  L.  Casselbery,  M.D.,  Morgantown,  W.  Va. 

Shadracii  M.  Cate,  M.D.,  Salem,"  Mass. 

William  B.  Chamberlain,  M.D.,  Worcester,  Worcester  County,  Mass. 

Geo.  E.  Chandler,  M.D.,  Lock  Haven,  Clinton  County,  Pa. 

Amos  G.  Chase,  Ada,  Kent  County,  Mich. 

Nelson  N.  Childs,  M.D.,  Oijclcnsburu-,  N.  Y. 

Chas.  Gould  Clark,  M.D.,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

Lucius  E.  Clark,  M.D.,  Sandwich,  Dc  Kalb  County,  111.     ^ 

Luther  Clark,  M.DT,  37  Pinckney  Street,  Boston.  Mass. 

Geo.  B.  L.  Clay,  M.D.,  Moorestown,  Burlington  County,  N.  Jersey. 


HOMCEOPATHIC   REGISTER.  151 

Marsden  A.  Cleckley,  M.D.,  Augusta,  Ga. 

ZiiSTA  Clements,  M.'d.,  Saratoi>-a  Springs,  N.  Y. 

Chas.  R.  Cloud,  M.D.,  Burlington,  N.  J. 

Edward  S.  Coburn,  M.D.,  70  Second  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

Chas.  A.  Cochran,  M.D.,  Winthrop,  Me. 

Chas.  H.  Coggswell,  M.D.,  Chiton,  Clinton  County,  Iowa. 

Albert  Lee  Comstock,  M.  D.,  Mount  Kisco,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y. 

Thos.  Conway,  M.D.,  844  Franklin  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Elihu  Geo.  Cook,  M.D.,  Buttalo,  N.  Y. 

I.  Elmer  Cook,  M.D.,  Hanover,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Susan  S.  Cook,  M.D.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Wm.  H.  Cook,  M.D.,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Asa  S.  Couch,  M.D.,  Westfield,  Chautauque  County,  N.  Y. 

Nelson  B.  Covert,  M.D.,  Geneva,  N.  Y. 

■Rynear  B.  Covert,  M.D.,  Geneva,  N.  Y. 

Geo.  A.  Cox,  M.D.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Geo.  Howell  Cox,  M.D.,  Lewistown,  Mifflin  County,  Pa. 

Jas.  W.  Cox,  M.D.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Addison  D.  Crabtre,  M.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Jas.  D.  Craig,  M.D.,  Niles,  Berrien  County,  Mich.     * 

A.  F.  Crans,  M.D.,  Carbondale,  Luzerne  County,  Pa. 

Garret  D.  Crispell,  M.D.,  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

Hiram  B.  Cross,  M.D.,  384  Broadway,  South  Boston,  Mass. 

Wm.  Plummer  Cross,  M.D.,  235  Broadway,  South  Boston,  Mass. 

Wm.  A.  M.  Culbert,  M.D.,  Newburgh,  Orange  County,  N.  Y. 

Chas.  Cullis,  M.D.,  18  Ashburton  Place,  Boston,  Mass. 

Jas.  M.  Cummings,  M.D.,  Portland,  Me. 

Rinaldo  I.  Curtis,  M.D.,  Maysville,  Chautauque  County,  N.  Y. 

Alvin  M.  Gushing,  M.D.,  Lynn,  Mass. 

Frederic  Danne,  M.D.,  106  East  Forty-fifth  Street,  New  York  city. 

Henry  H.  Darling,  M.D.,  Keene,  Cheshire  County,  N.  H. 

David  A.  Davis,  M.D.,  Parma,  Jackson  County,  Mich. 

Geo.  Davis,  Lacon,  Marshall  County,  111. 

Wm.  Greenleaf  Dawes,  M.D.,  Maiden,  Mass. 

John  H.  Demarest,  M.D.,  One-huudred-twenty-seventh  St.,  n.  Third  Av.,  N.  Y. 

Geo.  Wm.  Dennett,  M.D.,  South  Franiingham,  Mass. 

Isaac  C.  Detweiler,  M.D.,  Reading,  Berks  County,  Pa. 

Wilmot  H.  Dickinson,  M.D.,  Des  Moines,  Polk  County,  Iowa. 

Hylon  Doty,  M.D.,  Margarettville,  Delaware  County,  N.  Y. 

Isaac  Douglass,  Romeo,  Macomb  County,  Mich. 

Matthias  S.  Drake,  M.D.,  Waterloo,  Seneca  Count}'-,  N.  Y. 

J.  P.  Duffin,  M.D.,  110  Joralemon  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Geo.  H.  Duhring,  M.D.,  1022  Race  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Alexander  Duncanson,  M.D.,  Kankakee  City,  Kankakee  County,  111. 

Carroll  Dunham,  M.D.,  68  East  Twelfth  Street,  New  York  city. 

McCann  Dunn,  M.D.,  Bloomington,  III. 

Wm.  A.  Dunn,  M.D.,  Bloomington,  111. 

Geo.  B.  Durrie,  M.D.,  Hackensack,  N.  J. 

Wm.  Alex.  Edmonds,  M.D.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

John  F.  Edwards,  M.D.,  Raritan,  Somerset  County,  N.  J. 

Wm.  Eggert,  M.D.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Christian  Eiirmann,"M.D.,  247  West  Seventh  Street,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Louis  P.  Ehrmann,  M.D.,  76  Jefferson  Street,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

C.  S.  Eldridge,  M.D.,  Bay  City,  Mich. 

Isaac  N.  Eldridge,  M.D.,  Flint,  Genesee  County,  Mich. 

Joseph  B.  Elliott,  M.D.,  Clinton  Avenue,  near  Fulton  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Jairus  Robert  Ely,  M.D.,  Milton,  Northumberland  County,  Pa. 

Wallace  Augustus  Ely,  M.D.,  White  Plains,  N.  Y. 

John  P.  Ermentraut,  M.D.,  194  Seventh  Street,  New  York  city. 

Daniel  L.  Everitt,  M.D.,  29  Madison  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Chas.  D.  Fairbanks,  M.D.,  Ottawa,  La  SalleCounty,  111. 

Thos.  Coit  Fanning,  M.D.,  Tarrj^town,  N.  Y. 
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Ernest  Albert  Farrington,  M.D.,  1616  Mt.  Yernon  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

EoBERT  Faulkner,  M.D.,  Erie,  Pa. 

George  Fechtig,  M.D.,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Adolphus  Fellger,  M.D.,  154  North  Eleventh  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Bernhardt  Fincke,  M.D.,  92  Livingston  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Ellas  Fish,  M.D.,  Otisco,  Ionia  County,  Mich. 

Addison  Calvin  Fletcher,  M.D.,  Box  3321,  New  York  city. 

Geo.  F.  Forbes,  M.D.,  West  Brookfleld,  Mass. 

Almira  L.  Fowler,  M.D.,  North  Orange,  N.  J. 

De  Witt  Clinton  Fowler,  M.D.,  Oswego,  N.  Y. 

Jas.  Chester  Freeland,  M.D.,  Fitchburg,  Mass. 

Warren  Freeman,  M.D.,  45  West  Twenty-fourth  Street,  New  York  city. 

William  E.  Freeman,  M.D.,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Edwin  G.  Freligh,  M.D.,  62  East  Ninth  Street,  New  York  city. 

Martin  Freligh,  M.D.,  62  East  Ninth  Street,  New  York  city. 

A.  J.  French,  M.D,  Lawrence,  Mass. 
M.  Friese,  M.D.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Otto  Fullgraff,  M.D.,  106  East  Fifteenth  Street,  New  York  city. 

Hiram  E.  Fuller,  M.D.,  Lansingburgh,  N.  Y. 

Milton  Fuller,  M.D.,  ^5  Essex  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Charles  Fusch,  M.D.,  Atlanta,  III. 

Stephen  M.  Gale,  M.D.,  Newburyport,  Mass. 

Jacob  H.  Gallinger,  M.D.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

W.  Pakkman  Gambell,  M.D.,  2  Rutland  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Marcello  M.  Gardner,  M.D.,  37  Columbia  Street,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

C.  Alex.  Garnsey,  Batavia,  Kane  County,  111. 

Gilbert  L.  Gilford,  M.D.,  Hamilton,  Madison  County,  N.  Y. 

Hugh  S.  Gilbert,  M.D.,  23  Park  Avenue,  New  York  city. 

Dan'l  J.  Gish,  M.D.,  Hopkinsville,  Christian  County,  Ky. 

John  P.  Goodman,  M.D.,  5083  Main  Street,  Germantown,  Pa. 

Osman  Eells  Goodrich,  M.D.,  Allegan,  Allegan  County,  Mich. 

Frank  N.  Gordon,  Sterling,  111. 

Wilhelm  A.  von  Gottschalk,  M.D.,  243  Westminster  Street,  Providence,R.  I. 

Elisha  B.  Graham,  M.D.,  Three  Rivers,  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich. 

Gustavus  E.  Gramm,  M.D.,  2029  Frankfort  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Benj.  Franklin  Grant,  M.D.,  Bath,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y. 

C.  P.  Graves,  M.D,,  Westfleld,  Chatauque  County,  N.  Y. 

Stockbridge  Patten  Graves,  M.D.,  Saco,  York  Countv,  Me. 

Geo.  S.  Green,  M.D.,  Hartford,  Conn.  "  . 

John  T.  Greenleaf,  M.D.,  Ovvego,  Tioga  County,  N.  Y. 

Rollin  R.  Gregg,  M.D.,  42  South  Division  Street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Samuel  Gregg,  M.D.  35  Howard  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sam'l  M.  Griffin,  M.D.,  Cold  Spring,  Putnam  County,  N.  Y. 

Jethro  J.  Griffith,  M.D.,  825  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Henry  Newell  Guernsey,  M.D.,  Philadelphia,' Pa. 

Wm.  F.  Guernsey,  M.D.,  4430  Frankfort  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

John  B.  Gully,  M.D.,  Geneva,  Kane  County,  111. 

B.  Barton  Gumpert,  M.D.,  Franklin  and  Parish  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Wm.  M.  Gwynn,  M.D.,  Throopsville,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y. 

Lewis  Hallock,  M.D.,  92  Madison  Avenue^  New  York  city. 

Milton  A.  Halsted,  M.D.,  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

Evan  B.  Harding,  M.D.,  Northampton,  Mass. 

W.  F.  Harding,  M.D.,  Greenfield,  Franklin  County,  Mass. 

Caleb  Harlan,  M.D.,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Jerome  Harris,  M.D.,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 

'John  T.  Harris,  M.D.,  Boston  Highlands,  Mass. 

Nath'l  O.  Harris,  M.D.,  East  Haddam,  Conn. 

Stephen  A.  Hasbrouck,  M.D.,  Dobbs  Ferry,  Westchester,  N.  Y. 

Horace  Hatch,  M.D.,  270  F  Street,  north,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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THE    VOMITING    OF    PREGNANCY. 

BY  WM.   H.   HOLCOMBE,   M.D.,    OF  NEW   ORLEANS. 

I  WAS  called,  two  weeks  ago,  to  a  very  distressing  case  of  this 
kind ;  and  the  treatment,  whether  strictly  homoeopathic  or  not,  was 
so  promptly  efficacious  that  it  is  worth  recording. 

The  lady  was  pregnant  last  year,  and  suffered  horribly  for  seven 
weeks  under  allopathic  treatment.  She  was  only  relieved  by  an 
abortion.  This  time  she  had  suffered  for  three  weeks  before  I 
was  called  in.  She  vomited  about  every  half  hour  in  the  twenty- 
four,  and  no  nourishment  had  been  retained  for  more  than  five 
minutes  for  a  week  or  ten  days.  She  was  much  emaciated,  and 
greatly  prostrated  from  want  of  nourishment  and  sleep.  She  was 
cold,  trembling  and  wretchedly  nervous  and  despairing. 

I  ordered  JSux^^  and  Platina^^  alternately,  every  hour,  and  injec- 
tions of  beef-tea  and  brandy  every  six  hours. 

I  found  her  a  little  better  the  next  day,  but  not  enough  so  to 
satisfy  me  that  I  was  on  the  right  remedies.  So  I  examined  my 
case  more  thoroughly. 

I  found  two  peculiar  symptoms,  which  I  regarded  as  key-notes. 
She  was  always  greatly  worse  on  waking  from  her  little  naps  of 
sleep.  Indeed,  she  declared  she  had  rather  not  sleep  at  all  than  to 
awake  with  such  dreadful  sensations.  Secondly,  she  referred  her 
nausea  entirely  to  a  strange  trembling,  like  a  mass  of  jelly,  which 
reached  from  the  umbilicus  to  the  ribs,  and  over  the  gastric  and 
hepatic  areas.     I  felt  this  tremulous  motion  with  my  hand  for  a 
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long  time.  It  was  a  quick  sub-cutaneous  quivering,  almost  without 
intermission.     These  symptoms  belong  especially  to  Lachesis. 

I  ordered  Lachesis^^^^  every  hour.  .  When  I  went  next  day,  I 
found  my  patient  in  ecstasies.  She  had  slept  half  the  night,  had 
vomited  only  a  few  times,  and  the  trembling  sensations  had  almost 
disappeared.  What  a  brilliant  laurel  this  would  be  for  Lachesis, 
if  Lachesis  alone  had  been  used  !  But,  alas  !  my  spirit  of  empiri- 
cism had  dictated  an  adjuvant  in  the  shape  of  an  injection  at  night 
of  twenty  grains  of  the  bromide  of  potassium,  and  1  cannot  tell 
positively  which  effected  the  cure. 

Afraid  to  drop  either,  and  consulting  the  good  of  my  patient  in 
preference  to  my  own  pure  homoeopathicity,  I  continued  the  pre- 
scription—  Lachesis  ^^^^—'^wvmg  the  day,  and  a  nightly  injection  of 
twenty  grains  of  bromide  of  potassium.  In  a  few  days  my  patient 
was  up  and  at  the  table,  enjoying  the  pleasures  of  life,  to  the  aston- 
ishment of  her  friends  and  to  the  glory  of  homoeopathy. 

I  believe  the  Lachesis  was  the  curative  agent,  —  firstly,  because  I 
believe  Lachesis  in  the  higher  and  highest  dilutions  to  be  a  remedy 
of  astonishing  value;  secondly,  because  it  covered  my  case 
homoeopathically ;  thirdly,  because,  although  the  bromide  of  po- 
tassium is  a  good  remedy  for  great  nervous  excitation,  I  have  tried 
it  several  times  before  in  the  vomiting  of  pregnancy,  and  never 
with  any  decided  result. 

JStix^^  and  Lachesis^^  have  done  more  for  me  than  any  other 
remedies  in  the  vomiting  of  pregnancy.  J2)ecac.^^^  and  Platina^^ 
stand  next  in  my  confidence.  Plumbum,  Opium,  and  Tarentula,  all 
high,  will  repay  careful  study  in  difficult  cases. 

Nourishment  by  enemas  of  beef-tea,  cream,  milk-punch,  etc., 
should  be  early  and  steadily  employed. 


AN  ANOMALOUS  CASE. 

BY  DRS.   HOOPER  AND   ELDRIDGE,   BAY  CITY,   MICH. 

^  On  the  1st  of  February,  1869,  a  married  lady,  aged  twenty- 
seven,  of  a  sanguine-bilious  temperament,  with  dark  hair  and  eyes, 
having  a  well-developed  muscular  system,  but  flaccid  and  some- 
what attenuated,  came  to  our  ofiSce,  and  reported  herself  as  having 
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.been  sick  since  the  month  of  August,  1868.  A  month  previous  to 
her  attack,  she  had  been  delivered  of  a  liealthy  and  mature  child. 
There  was  nothing  unusual  about  the  labor,  except  that  it  was  a 
very  speedy  one.  Four  weeks  after  partui'ition,  she  was  taken 
with  a  violent  haemorrhage  from  the  bowels,  which  rapidly  reduced 
her  strength,  and  at  length  assumed  the  form  of  a  chronic,  bloody  dis- 
charge, in  which  a  considerable  amount  of  pus  was  frequently 
discovered.  The  discharge  was  indeed  quite  copious,  but  singu- 
larly unaccompanied  by  that  excessive  prostration  which  we  should 
be  warranted  to  expect  from  such  a  condition.  There  was  no  ten- 
derness of  the  abdomen  of  any  importance;  but  there  was  said  to 
be  felt  in  the  right  hypochondriac  region  a  most  remarkable  mova- 
ble tumor,  about  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg,  and  in  which,  to  use  her 
own   expression,  she  frequently  felt  a  panting  or  fluttering. 

She  described  the  tumor  as  being  somewhat  hard,  offering  resis- 
tance on  pressure,  certainly  not  fluctuating.  On  the  recurrence  of 
the  hsemorrhagic  discharge,  the  tumor  would  disappear ;  a  tempo- 
rary costiveness  would  follow,  and  then  it  would  again  become 
troublesome.  She  had  applied  to  an  allopathic  physician,  but  had 
obtained  from  his  services  no  relief  whatever.  She  continued  to 
suffer  in  the  same  way,  with  an  increase  of  weakness,  and  almost 
a  total  loss  of  appetite.  A  gentleman  of  intelligence  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, who  had  studied  homoeopathy  a  little  in  the  office  of  Dr. 
Nichol,  of  Canada,  hearing  some  of  the  particulars  of  the  case, 
sought  to  relieve  the  woman  by  administering  Nux  vom.  For  a 
time,  she  was  not  so  much  distressed;  but,  finding  that  the  difficulty 
was  returning,  he  induced  her  to  call  upon  us.  We  were  unable  to 
discover  the  tumor  of  which  she  spoke,  but  found  her,  at  her  first  visit, 
in  other  respects  just  as  she  had  represented ;  also  we  noticed  that 
her  gums  wore  of  a  dark-purple  color,  having  considerable  fungoid 
growth,  and  bleeding  at  times  quite  profusely ;  the  breath  emitted  a 
fetid  odor,  and  the  mouth  was  considerably  ulcerated.  She  com- 
plained of  severe,  burning  pain  in  the  stomach ;  was  very  restless 
at  night,  and  the  extremities  were  habitually  cold.  The  capillary 
circulation  generally  was  very  much  impaired.  There  were  no 
hasmorrhoidal  symptoms.  We  retired  to  our  consultation-room, 
and,   previous   to  any  discussion,  both  our  minds  were  turned  to 
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Arsenicum.  Our  patient  was  therefore  put  upon  Ars.^^^^^-  four 
powders  j^cr  diem. 

The  patient  again  visited  us,  February  8th,  and  presented  the 
following  condition :  Absence  of  haemorrhage  and  of  pain  in  the 
hypochondriac  region;  slight  chills  for  one  or  two  days,  but  none 
recently.  Enlargement  in  the  hypochondriac  region  diminished  in 
size,  and  not  felt  to  be  so  troublesome.  Gums  much  better  in  color ; 
a  greater  density  of  tissue;  the  breath  not  so  fetid;  pulse,  82. 
Ars.^,  four  doses  per  diem. 

March  27. —  Greatly  improved  in  all  respects.  No  diarrhoea; 
no  haemorrhage ;  gums  perfectly  natural ;  ulcers  all  gone ;  pulse 
normal ;  skin  moist,  warm  and  natural ;  nothing  troubling  her  but 
slight  symptoms  of  dyspepsia, —  such  as  distress  after  eating  a  hearty 
meal, —  in  connection  with  more  or  less  confusion  of  ideas.  Thrs 
dyspepsia  was  a  difficulty  of  some  years'  standing. 

Ars.^  cent., ^^^3  dec,  qj^q  powdcr  of  cach  per  day. 

March  31.  —  Dismissed  cured. 

Query.  —  It  would  perhaps  be  natural  to  suppose,  from  the  objective 
symptoms  or  pathological  condition  observed  affecting  the  gums  and 
mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth,  that  this  was  a  case  of  poisoning  by 
mercury  at  the  hands  of  the  allopathic  attendant  preceding  us  in 
the  treatment  of  the  case ;  but,  by  rigid  examination  and  a  series 
of  interrogatories,  we  satisfied  ourselves  that  this  was  not  the  case. 
What,  then,  was  the  cause  of  this  condition  ?  We  could  not  pro- 
nounce it  a  well-defined  scorbutic  difficulty;  neither  did  it  seem  to 
partake  of  the  nature  of  scrofula.  It  seemed  to  us  probable  that 
the  condition  in  which  we  found  the  intestines,  discharging  blood 
and  pus,  arose  from  organic  or  structural  changes,  referable  to  the 
same  origin  —  whatever  that  may  have  been  —  as  the  bleeding 
fungoid  growths  upon  the  gums  and  the  ulcerated  mucous  surface 
of  the  cheeks.  But  we  must  confess  that  the  case  is  not  a  little 
mysterious.  The  apparent  relation  between  the  disappearance  of 
the  tumor  in  the  hypochondriac  region,  and  the  supervention  of  the 
haemorrhagic  phenomenon,  and,  vice  versa,  the  reappearance  of  the 
tumor  whenever  the  haemorrhage  ceased,  admits  of  no  ready  ex- 
planation on  this  view. 

Had  there  been  a  discharge  of  the  contents  of  the  tumor  into 
the  intestines,  would  there  not  have  ensued,  duri.ig  the  formation 


APIS    IN   ACUTE   BRIGHT'S   DISEASE.  157 

of  pus,  the  symptoms  of  purulent  formation?  These  were  en- 
tirely wanting;  there  were  neither  rigors,  inflammation,  redness, 
pain,  nor  evcQ  tenderness  of  the  abdominal  parietes.  Is  it  not 
possible,  notwithstanding  the  testimony  of  three  or  four  intelligent 
but  non-professional  witnesses  to  the  fact,  that  there  was  no  tumor, 
after  all,  and  that  this  peculiar  symptom  was  imaginary  ?  We  are 
rather  inclined  to  this  opinion,  but  should  be  glad  to  read  the  views 
of  our  professional  brethren  on  this  singular  and  doubly  interesting 
case. 


APIS  IN  ACUTE  BRIGHT'S  DISEASE. 

BY  DR.   LORBACHER,   OF  LEIPZIG. 
Translated  from  the  Allg.  Horn.  Zeitung  of  March  15, 1869,  hy  H.  L,  H.  Hoffendahl,  M.D. 

Case  1. —  Clara  M.,  four  and  a  half  years  of  age,  in  general 
good  health,  having  formerly  been  affected  for  some  time  with  im- 
petigo of  the  face,  without  any  other  sign  of  scrofulous  disease. 
She  was  taken  ill  at  the  beginnina:  of  last  October,  without  known 
cause,  but  probably  in  consequence  of  taking  cold  from  sitting  on 
the  cold  ground.  She  at  first  complained  occasionally  of  pain  in 
the  stomach.  This  was  soon  followed  by  vomiting  of  mucus,  and 
sometimes  of  the  ingesta,  without  any  diminution  of  the  appetite. 
Another  physician  considered  the  disease  to  be  catarrh  of  the 
stomach,  and  adhered  to  this  diagnosis  even  after  there  was  dimi- 
nution of  the  quantity  of  urine,  and  anasarca  had  set  in.  The 
oedema  of  the  skin,  extending  quite  rapidly  over  the  whole  surface 
of  the  body,  induced  the  parents  to  seek  my  advice. 

On  examination,  the  child  appeared  well  developed  for  her  age,  of 
an  anaemic  appearance,  with  oedema  of  the  whole  body,  as  stated 
above.  At  intervals  she  complained  of  severe  pain  in  the  bowels, 
extending  along  the  course  of  the  urethra,  appearing  and  disap- 
pearing quite  suddenly. 

There  was  vomiting  of  mucus  and  sometimes  of  food  after  eating, 
without  any  reference  to  the  pain.  Tongue  clear,  taste  natural, 
appetite  good,  discharges  natural.  The  secretion  of  urine  was 
diminished,  and  the  urine  bloody. 

Physical  examination  revealed  sensitiveness  over  the  region  of 
the  kidneys,  and  considerable  oedematous  swelling  and  dullness  on 
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percussion  over  the  left  kidney.  Chemical  examination  showed 
the  presence  of  albumen  in  large  quantities,  and  the  microscope 
detected  the  presence  of  many  blood-corpuscles,  as  well  as  the  other 
abnormal  constituents  of  tlie  urine  common  in  this  disease. 

The  diagnosis  of  B right's  disease  was  thus  confirmed.  Apis^, 
two  drops  every  two  hours,  was  prescribed ;  also  warm  baths  and 
nourishing  diet.  In  five  days  it  was  reported  that  the  secretion  of 
urine  had  greatly  increased,  and  the  pain  and  vomiting  had  dimin- 
ished. Examination  of  the  urine  showed  a  diminution  of  the  albu- 
men, and  of  the  number  of  the  blood-corpuscles. 

Eight  days  later,  pain  and  vomiting  had  nearly  ceased.  The 
oedema  of  the  surface  was  very  much  less,  the  secretion  of  urine 
was  copious,  and  the  amount  of  albumen  and  blood-corpuscles  was 
inconsiderable.  Ajns  was  continued  in  less  frequent  doses,  and  the 
disease  was  entirely  terminated  in  five  or  six  weeks,  the  albumen 
disappearing  entirely  from  the  urine,  and  the  child  regaining  its 
usual  condition  of  health. 

Case  2. — Anna  K.,  a  bright,  hearty  child,  three  and  a  half  years 
of  age,  with  a  slight  disposition  to  catarrh,  was  passing  through  a 
light  form  of  whooping-cough,  but  without  affecting  her  general 
health.  One  evening,  while  at  play,  the  child  fell  from  a  sofa,  in- 
flicting a  blow  on  its  head,  and  probably  on  its  back.  Some  days 
later  the  wound  on  the  forehead  was  shown  to  mo  in  a  state  of 
suppuration.  The  proper  ajplications  were  made  to  reduce  the 
size  of  the  scar,  and  the  remedies  for  the  cough  were  continued. 

But  the  child  gradually  became  less  lively,  was  pale,  and  lost  ap- 
petite J  complained  sometimes  of  slight  headache,  which  the  friends 
attributed  to  worms. 

In  about  two  weeks,  there  first  appeared  oedema  of  the  face,  par- 
ticularly about  the  forehead  and  eyes.  This  was  ascribed  to  the 
still  suppurating  wound,  although  it  was  difficult  to  trace  a  connec- 
tion between  the  two  conditions.  In  a  few  days  this  swelling  dis- 
appeared, and  the  child  seemed  well. 

But  the  oedema  soon  returned  more  prominently  than  before,  and 
gave  rise  to  a  suspicion  of  the  presence  of  Bright's  disease.  On 
examination,  the  urine  was  found  to  be  of  a  bloody  color;  and,  on 
boiling,  a  considerable  quantity  of  albumen  was  discovered.  Pre- 
scribed Aj)is'^j  and  nourishing  diet.     Already,  on  the  third  day,  the 
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urine  appeared  more  natural.  Chemical  examination  every  four 
days  showed  a  gradual  diminution  in  the  amount  of  albumen.  In 
two  weeks  no  trace  of  it  was  kft,  and  the  patient  was  convalescent. 

Case  3. — A  boy  five  years  old;  large  for  his  age,  and  generally 
in  good  health.  For  some  time  he  had  appeared  languid  and 
sleepy.  He  was  growing  pale,  and  lost  his  appetite,  and  complained 
sometimes  of  pain  in  his  bowels  and  feet.  The  symptoms  wero 
ascribed  to  growing-pains,  and  to  the  presence  of  worms.  Then 
appeared  occasional  chills,  tendency  to  sleep,  and  oedema  of  the 
face,  at  first  intermitting,  but  finally  continuous,  after  exposure  to 
cold  air.  On  making  the  usual  examination,  the  unmistakable 
signs  of  Bright's  disease  were  found,  although  less  pronounced 
than  in  the  preceding  cases.  Apis  was  prescribed  as  before,  and, 
in  less  than  three  weeks,  the  patient  had  quite  recovered. 

The  sceptic  may  ascribe  the  cure  in  the  first  case  to  the  use  of 
the  hot  baths  j  but  .the  following  cases  resulted  just  as  favorably 
without  them.  In  this  disease  the  value  of  Apis  is  easy  of  demon- 
stration J  because,  with  the  use  of  the  test-tube,  we  can  observe  the 
rapid  diminution  of  the  abnormal  constituents  of  the  urine  as  soon 
as  the  remedy  is  used. 

Note  by  the  Translator.  —  Apis  has  for  some  time  been  my 
favorite  remedy  in  albuminuria  after  scarlatina.  Apis^  has  gen- 
erally been  followed  by  speedy  diminution  of  the  oedema,  and 
increase  of  the  urinary  secretion. 


THE  ST.  LOUIS  OBSTETRICAL  FORCEPS. 

BY  T.   G.   COMSTOCK,   M.D.,   PROF.   OBST.,   HOM.   MED.   COL.   OF   MO. 

For  some  years  past,  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  use  the 
forceps  in  many  instances,  and  the  majority  of  these  cases  have 
been  of  primiparas.  In  former  years,  I  dreaded  to  apply  the  for- 
ceps in  first  labors,  but  experience  shows  no  way  of  avoiding  the 
use  of  the  instrument.  The  forceps  which  I  have  generally  preferred 
has  been  that  of  Davis,  modified  by  Meigs  j  but,  after  a  large  ex- 
perience in  its  use,  I  found  it  not  only  imperfect,  but  somewhat  ob- 
jectionable, the  fenestrse  being  wider  than  necessary :  hence,  in  the 
hands  of  the  inexperienced,  a  rupture  of  the  perineum  was  not  an 
unfrequent  consequence.   I  have  tried  several  other  instruments,  — 
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viZ;  Hodge's,  Simpson's,  and  the  Grerman  forceps, — but  I  have  found 
some  objections  to  them  all.  After  much  reflection  and  carefully 
examining  not  only  the  above-named,  but  Elliot's,  Bedford's,  Rad- 
ford's, Buzzell's,  Wallace's,  Bethel's,  and  others,  I  have  devised  a 
new  forceps,  which  is  a 
modification  of  all  these. 
The  blades  are  made  of 
the  best  steel ;  are  light- 
er than  other  forceps, 
and  have  a  pelvic  and 
cranial  curve,  which  cor- 
resDonds  with  the  axis 
of  the  pelvis  and  contour  of  the  child's  head.  They  are  more  easily 
introduced,  applied,  and  locked  than  others.  Should  it  ever  be  de- 
sirable to  apply  the  forceps  when  the  head  is  above  the  superior 
strait,  this  instrument  may  be  used  quite  as  well  as  when  it  is  in  the 
inferior  strait,  and  thereby  obviate  the  necessity  of  ever  employing 
Hodge's  or  Baudelocque's  long  forceps.  It  has  been  my  fortune, 
or  misfortune,  to  have  had  some  extremely  difficult  cases  of  labor 
during  the  past  year  which  required  the  forceps,  and  I  have  never 
found  such  satisfactory  results  from  the  use  of  any  other  as  from 
this. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  I  prefer  the  old  English  mortise-lock;  and 
also,  just  above  the  lock,  between  the  shanks,  the  blades  are  curved 
laterally,  so  as  to  make  an  opening  or  widening  between  them, 
forming  a  shank  ring.  This  peculiarity  I  first  noticed  in  the  old 
Radford's  (English)  forceps,  and  it  is  intended  to  act  as  a  purchase 
for  the  fingers  in  making  traction,  thus  rendering  the  forceps  more 
symmetrical,  and  practically  more  convenient,  than  the  rings  which 
serve  the  same  purpose  in  Bedford's  forceps. 

I  now  offer  this  forceps  to  the  profession,  believing  it  to  be  supe- 
rior to  any  other. 

DIGITALIS  IN  HEART  AFFECTIONS. 

■» 

BY  HENRY  N.  AVERY,  M.D.,  OF  NEW  YORK. 

It  is  extremely  amusing,  if  not  very  instructive,  to  the  homoeo- 
pathic physician,  to  see  our  uncharitable  allopathic  brethren,  while 
selecting  many  of  their  remedies  upon  the  broad;  well  ascertained 
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.law  of  similia  similibus  curantur,  so  ungenerous  as,  at  the  same  time, 
to  deny  the  existence  of  that  law.  We  often  see  a  long,  exhaustive 
article  upon  the  action  of  some  important  drug,  which  concludes  by 
recommending  its  use  in  a  class  of  diseases  to  which  the  homoeo- 
pathic physician  has  applied  it  for  years ;  and,  what  is  more  amaz- 
ing, they  will  claim  originality  in  its  application.  As  an  illustra- 
tion of  this,  I  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  the 
Gazette  to  one  of  their  recent  and  most  important  discoveries. 

Allopathic  authorities  have  long  used  Digitalis  as  an  arterial 
sedative  and  diuretic.  Dr.  Beck,  in  his  Materia  Medica,  says, 
"  When  given  in  very  small  doses,  it  does  not  produce  any  very 
marked  effect  on  the  system.  .  .  .  Given  in  doses  sufficient  to 
bring  the  system  under  its  influence,  it  operates  first  as  an  excitant, 
and  afterwards  as  a  sedative.  ...  It  develops  its  principal 
powers  upon  tlie  circulation  and  upon  the  urinary  organs.  .  .  . 
The  proper  indications  for  its  use  are  those  conditions  of  the  sys- 
tem in  which  it  is  desirable  to  impair  the  action  of  the  heart,  or 
excite  powerfully  the  urinary  secretions." 

The  late  Dr.  Gilman,  of  New  York,  says  that  ''it  is  a  very  danger- 
ous as  well  as  a  very  uncertain  remedy.  It  proved  fatal  in  one  case 
in  the  hands  oUhe  most  prudent  and  one  of  the  most  skilful  physicians 
I  ever  knew,  —  the  late  Joseph  Parrish,  of  Philadelphia."  Orfila 
"  inferred  from  his  experiments  that  Digitalis  first  quickens  the  circu- 
lation and  then  retards  it,  rendering  it,  at  the  same  time,  more  or 
less  irregular."  Withering  says,  "  It  increases  the  urine,  and  re 
duces  the  pulse,  even  as  low  as  thirty-five  a  minute."  Saunders 
says, "  The  direct  effect  of  small  dos^s  of  the  drug  is  to  increase  the 
strength  and  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  even  to  develop  an  in- 
flammatory state  of  the  system."  Stille  says,  "  There  seems  to  be 
scarcely  any  doubt  that  diuresis  is  a  true  medicinal  result  of  the 
action  of  Digitalis,  while  slowness  and  infrequency  of  the  heart's 
action,  when  the  organ  is  not  previously  diseased,  is  the  first  stage 
of  its  poisonous  effects.  .  .  .  When,  too,  it  is  considered  how 
small  a  quantity  will  sometimes  occasion  alarming  symptoms,  the 
comparatively  trivial  effects  of  enormous  doses  are  difficult  to  be 
explained." 

The  above  quotations  will  show  what  action  the  best  allopathic 
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authors  attributed  to  Digitalis,  up  to  the  last  few  years.  I  will 
now  cite  a  few  passages  from  an  article  in  Brakhwaite^ s  Re- 
trospect for  January,  1869,  on  page  73  of  the  American  edition. 
It  is  from  Dr.  Archibald  Reith,  of  Aberdeen.  It  tells  quite  a 
different  story.  It  cites  various  cases  in  the  practice  of  different 
physicians  to  show  what  new  virtues  have  been  found  in  Digitalis; 
and  to  us  they  will  show  with  what  assurance  our  brethren  claim 
the  discovery.  Dr.  Reith  opens  with  the  declaration  that  "  there 
is  good  evidence  that  Digitalis  has  acted  as  a  tonic  to  the  weak  and 
enfeebled  heart." 

He  quotes  from  Dr.  Ballard:  "  It  certainly  is  not  what  any  one 
would  have  expected,  that  a  feeble-acting  heart  would  be  roused 
into  normal  action  by  a  medicine  like  Digitalis,  yet,"  etc. 

Dr.  Handfield  Jones  regards  Digitalis  as  "  a  cardiac  tonic." 

Dr.  Murray  finds  that  ^'  there  is  not  a  single  disease  or  condi- 
tion of  the  heart,  attended  by  weakness,  in  which  it  may  not  be 
given  with  safety  and  benefit.  W,hen  rapidity  of  pulse  depends 
on  cardiac  weakness.  Digitalis  will  reduce  it.  The  weaker  the 
muscular  tissue  of  the  heart,  the  safer  will  be  the  administration 
of  the  medicine." 

Dr.  Fuller  finds  that,  "  when  the  pulse  is  feeble  and  irregular, 
and  more  especially  when,  from  any  cause,  its  feebleness  and  ir- 
regularity are  temporarily  increased,  Digitalis  is,  of  all  remedies, 
the  most  useful." 

So  great  a  mare's  nest  requires  an  additional  article  in  the  "  Ad- 
denda "  to  the  Retrospect,  page  269.  It  is  by  Prof.  Mackay, 
Queen's  College,  Birmingham;  he  gives  a  dozen  cases.  In  a  case 
reported  by  Dr.  Handfield  Jones,  "the  drug  was  given  when  the 
heart's  action  was  certainly  failing,  with  the  effect  of  strengthen- 
ing that  action."  Dr.  Jones  has  ano  her  case  of  "dilatation  and 
enfeeblement  of  heart,"  where  the  result  was  unequivocal.  Dr. 
Stirling  had  a  patient  in  great  danger.  "  In  spite  of  stimulants, 
diuretics  and  counter-irritation,  the  case  seemed  hopeless,  when 
ten  drops  of  tincture  of  Digitalis  were  prescribed  every  four  hours, 
and,  from  a  state  of  agony,  she  enjoyed  comparative  quiet  in  less 
than  three  days ;  the  heart's  action  became  daily  stronger,  as  in- 
dicated by  less  tumultuous  movement  and  by  slower  pulse." 
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Dr.  Eussell  of  tlie  General  Hospital,  Birmingham,  had  a  case  in 
which  "  the  heart's  impulse  was  very  feeble,  the  pulse  was  so  flut- 
tering as  to  be  uncountable."  Five-drop  doses  of  the  tincture  in  a 
week  produced  great  improvement. 

Dr.  Gall  is  of  opinion  "  that  Digitalis  is  capable  of  increasing 
the  power  of  the  heart's  impulses,  and  is  especially  useful  in  cases 
of  disease  of  the  organ  of  the  left  side,  in  which  its  action  is  very 
rapid  and  feeble." 

Dr.  Wilks  remarks  of  a  case  of  dilated  enfeebled  heart,  that 
"  this  was  just  one  of  those  cases  in  which  Digitalis  might  be  ex- 
pected to  do  good."  And  Dr.  Heyworth  finds  that  "the  effect 
of  the  remedy  on  the  pulse  was  to  increase  its  strength,  to  di- 
minish its  frequency,  and  to  make  it  less  intermittent." 

Dr.  Keith's  explanation  of  this  wonder  is,  that  Digitalis  has  "  a 
double  property :  it  first  excites  the  vaso-motor  system,  contracting 
the  blood-vessels,  this  operation  being  followed  by  more  or  less 
reaction  with  paralysis  from  dilated  blood-vessels."  How  wise  a  stu- 
dent of  medicine  would  become  by  reading  over  such  allopathic 
consistencies  I 

These  quotations,  showing  what  the  best  allopathic  authorities 
now  recommend,  present  a  striking  contrast  to  the  doctrines  of 
their  professors  a  few  years  since.  Certainly  the  clouds  are  break- 
ing, and  the  light  will  soon  shine  through  the  darkness,  so  that  all 
will  be  able  to  see.  The  sum  of  the  whole  matter  is  this :  They 
have  discovered  the  effects  of  the  law  similia  similibus  curantur,  and 
know  not  what  to  do  with  it.  Why,  good  brethren  of  co7itraria 
contrariis!  the  homoeopaths  have  used  Digitalis  for  years  in  the 
same  affections  that  you  are  now  making  such  a  time  over ;  and,  if 
you  desire  any  information  on  the  drug,  I  would  refer  you  to 
Hull's  Jahr's  Manual  (Symptomatology),  published  many  years 
since.  And,  after  you  have  finished  your  Rip  Van  Winkle  sleep,  I 
trust  you  will  awake  wiser  men  and  better  doctors. 
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BOSTON,    MAY,    1869. 

We  must  congratulate  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  on 
having  secured  the  services  of  so  graceful  and  chaste  a  contributor  as 
Charles  E.  Buckingham,  M.D.  His  fluency,  his  exquisite  irony,  his 
playful  fancy,  which  finds  food  for  mirth  even  in  so  unpromising  a 
subject  as  pin-worms,  render  him  eminently  qualified  as  a  writer  for  a 
periodical  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  abstruse  questions  in  sur- 
gery and  medicine. 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  Gazette  we  published  a  brief  paper  on 
Entozoa.  This  paper  forms  the  staple  of  a  communication  from  Dr. 
Buckingham  to  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  April  8,  and  it  is 
the  concluding  paragraph  of  this  remarkable  communication  that  has 
suggested  the  above  modest  tribute  to  the  good  taste,  the  purity  of 
thought,  and  the  earnest  spirit  of  scientific  investigation,  which  char- 
acterize Dr.  Buckingham's  writings. 

As  we  linger  for  a  moment  over  the  passage  in  question,  we  cannot 
resist  picturing  to  ourselves  what  a  charming  person  Dr.  Buckingham 
must  be  at  his  own  fireside,  if  he  carries  into  the  sanctity  of  private 
life  that  almost  morbid  refinement  of  language  displayed  in  his  latest 
essay. 

To  be  serious,  we  have  never  met  in  a  reputable  journal  an3^thing 
so  coarse  as  Dr.  Buckingham's  remarks  on  our  paper  on  Entozoa.  A 
sense  of  decency,  which  even  the  reading  of  Dr.  Buckingham's  words 
has  not  blunted,  prevents  us  from  quoting  them  here.  Really,  if  the 
gentleman  furnishes  further  contributions  in  this  vein,  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  should  be  sent  to  its  subscribers 
"  carefully  sealed  from  impertinent  curiosity,"  like  those  contraband 
books  and  prints  advertised  in  certain  New  York  papers. 


State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Societies.  —  The  middle  of  April 
witnessed  the  almost  simultaneous  meeting  of  three  of  these  excel- 
lent institutions,  which  not  only  instruct  their  members  by  an  inter- 
change of  experience,  but  also  serve  a  much  more  important  service 
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•in  the  promotion  of  harmony  among  brethren  whose  individual  inter- 
ests may  sometimes  happen  to  clash,  and  whose  views  cannot  be 
expected  always  to  harmonize.  Each  of  these  meetings  was  a 
success. 

Kansas  has  organized  the  sixteenth  State  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Society.  The  most  western  of  the  Central  States  made  a  good  begin- 
ning at  Leavenworth  on  the  14th  ult.,  furnishing  more  than  a  dozen 
members  to  the  new  society. 

Massachusetts  boasts  the  oldest  of  the  State  Societies,  which,  on 
the  same  day,  held  one  of  its  very  best  meetings.  The  uniformly 
pleasant  feeling  that  prevailed  gave  zest  to  the  Boston  hospitality, 
which  augurs  well  for  the  more  important  occasion  soon  approaching, 
when  the  homoeopaths  of  the  State  are  to  play  the  host,  and  some  of 
the  guests  will  travel  half  the  width  of  the  continent. 

New  Jersey  has  recently  organized  a  State  Society.  This  met 
for  the  second  time  at  Newark  on  the  day  after  the  meetings  at 
Boston  and  Leavenworth.  Without  any  apparent  cause  for  coolness 
between  the  society  and  its  President,  it  will  be  seen  in  the  report  on 
another  page  that  the  expression  on  the  part  of  the  Society  took  the 
tangible  form  of  an  ice-pitcher. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  March,  1869. 

Dear  Gazette,  —  The  cough  proved  obstinate;  and,  as  there  yet 
remained  many  weeks  of  winter,  it  seemed  best  to  seek  speedy  resto- 
ration in  a  change  of  climate.  A  warmer  climate  was  chosen,  for  the 
following  reasons  :  — 

Special,  1st.  The  cough  was  aggravated  by  cold  air  and  relieved 
by  warm  ;  2d.  Its  persistence  being  due  probably  to  exhaustion  con- 
sequent upon  overwork,  recovery  would  be  likely  to  be  more  rapid  in 
a  mild  climate  which  should  admit  of  being  constantly  out  of  doors. 
But,  for  this  very  reason,  the  climate  should  not  be  altogether  tropical, 
lest  its  warmth  enervate,  and  the  ardor  of  the  sun  prohibit  exposure 
and  exercise. 

General,  The  constitutional  peculiarities  of  the  patient  in  question 
are  such  that,  during  the  heats  of  summer,  he  feels  vigorous,  and  can 
make  great  exertions,  whereas  winter  decimates  his  forces.  I  dwell 
on  these  considerations  because  they  are  such  as  determine  my  choice 
of  climate  for  invalids,  and  I  think  they  often  guide  me  aright. 

In  this  case  my  choice  fell  upon  Nassau,  rather  than  Florida  or  the 
West  Indies.  The  climate  of  Nassau  differs  from  that  of  New  York 
in  kind  as  well  as  in  degree.  That  of  Florida  differs  in  degree  only. 
Florida  has  a  mitigated   Northern  or   temperate   climate.     One  ex- 
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periences  there  all  the  varieties  of  weather  that  befall  New  York, 
but  the  extremes  are  less.  The  winds  have  the  same  characteristics, 
—  the  south  being  warm  and  relaxing  ;  the  northeast  damp,  penetrating 
and  chilly  ;  the  northwest  dry,  bleak,  and  unmerciful ;  —  and  they 
suddenl}^  succeed  each  other,  bringing  rapid  and  wide  changes  of  tem- 
perature. One  needs  fires  in  the  house,  but  only  for  eight  or  ten 
weeks  instead  of  thirty.  The  air  is  often  sharp  and  frosty,  but  the 
ground  is  never  cold,  and  therefore  invalids  can  go  out  with  a  freedom 
they  do  not  enjoy  north  of  Maryland.  If,  then,  one  desire  to  escape 
onl}"  the  extremes  of  the  New  York  winter,  and  to  find  a  region  in 
which  exercise,  on  horseback  or  on  foot,  with  gun  or  at  the  oar,  is  safe 
and  practicable  at  all  times,  no  region  could  be  better  than  Florida. 
There  need  be  no  housing  because  of  winds,  snow,  mud,  or  cold ; 
and  hardly  has  one  tired  of  the  morning  and  evening  fire,  when  the 
peach-blossoms  announce,  in  February,  the  advent  of  spring,  and  in 
one  short  month  thereafter  blackberries  are  ripe. 

But,  in  the  present  case,  something  more  was  needed.  Warm  air  is 
sometimes,  to  an  inflamed  bronchus,  what  a  poultice  is  to  an  inflamed 
surface  ;  and  an  atmosphere  suitable  for  this  purpose  is  hardly  to  be 
found  north  and  west  of  the  Gulf  Stream.  One  must  seek  it  in  the 
Bahamas  or  the  West  Indies. 

Nassau  (capital  of  the  Bahamas,  on  the  island  of  New  Providence,) 
has  a  mitigated  tropical  climate,  which  may  be  compared  favorably 
with  that  of  Cuba,  as  the  climate  of  Florida  was  compared  with  that  of 
New  York,  but  inversely.  In  Cuba  the  heat  from  9,  a.m.,  to  4,  p.m.,  is 
intense.  An  unacclimated  person  may  not,  with  impunity,  expose 
himself  to  the  sun's  rays  between  these  hours,  even  in  winter.  From 
midnight  to  4,  a.m.,  on  the  other  hand,  the  air  is  very  cold,  and  laden 
with  moisture.  These  peculiarities  of  climate  prevent  both  exercise 
and  refreshing  repose,  and  tend  to  relax  and  enervate  the  patient. 
Only,  therefore,  when  a  profound  effect  is  desired,  and  one  which  can 
be  producd  within  a  short  period  of  time,  should  a  pulmonary  patient 
be  sent  to  Cuba.  The  climate  is,  to  the  diseased  part,  like  a  hot  fo- 
mentation to  a  surface.  It  ma}'  be  most  salutary  in  its  action,  but  it 
is  hazardous  to  maintain  that  action  long.  In  extensive  subacute 
pneumonia  or  bronchitis,  such  as  follows  and  complicates  pertussis,  the 
sudden  transit  to  Cuba,  and  a  brief  sojourn  there,  are  sometimes  of 
great  advantage  ;  but  the  stay  should  not  exceed  six  weeks,  for  by  that 
time  the  climate  begins  to  enervate.  It  would  be  Avell  to  then  go  north 
as  far  as  Nassau  for  the  residue  of  the  winter,  or  at  least  until  it  were 
safe  to  cross  to  Florida  or  Georgia. 

Nassau  enjoys  a  sub-tropical  climate.  Barely  in  winter  is  the  ardor 
of  the  sun  so  great  as  to  prevent  vigorous  exercise,  unless  for  an  hour 
or  two  at  midday. 

The  nights  are  mild  and  uniform,  and  the  dewfall  is  not. excessive. 
No  dread  of  malaria,  as  in  Cuba,  prevents  the  patient  sleeping  with 
o'pen  windows.  The  temperature  is  singularly  uniform,  the  extremes, 
during  the  present  exceptionally  variable  winter,  being  65°  and  84°  at 
noon  ;  and  it  has  happened  but  once  in  a  number  of  seasons  that  the 
mercury  has  reached  the  lower  figure.     Fire  is  never  needed  or  de- 
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sired.  The  variations  of  temperature  are  easily  met  by  slight  varia- 
tions of  the  clothing,  which,  in  general,  corresponds  to  that  usually  worn 
in  New  York  in  July  and  August.  The  prevailing  wind  is  the  north- 
east, but  the  south  and  the  northwest  are  occasionally  experienced, 
the  former  bringing  a  higher  temperature  and  increased  saturation  of 
air,  and  the  latter  a  dry,  cool,  bracing  atmosphere.  The  island  is  a 
ridge  of  compact  limestone  of  organic  origin,  scantily  covered  with 
soil.  Drainage  is  good,  and  there  is  no  malaria,  nor  any  endemic  dis- 
ease. During  the  late  war  of  the  Rebellion,  Nassau  was  a  centre  of 
blockade-running  activity,  and  many  cases  of  yellow  fever  occurred. 
They  were  confined,  however,  to  foreigners  ;  and  the  disease,  although 
repeatedly  imported,  did  not  gain  a  foothold  among  the  citizens.  80 
far  as  my  observation  enables  me  to  judge,  the  climate  of  Nassau  is 
very  favorable  for  cases  of  chronic  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  and  laryn- 
gitis, and  of  rheumatism.  Singularly  enough,  I  have  known  it  in- 
jurious to  several  persons  predisposed  or  subject  to  asthma,  and  who 
could  live  comfortably  in  New  York  or  Boston.  The  habits  and  cus- 
toms of  the  inhabitants  are  those  of  Englishmen,  modified  by  climate 
and  neighborhood,  and  by  the  curse  of  slaveholding.  Man}^  com- 
forts are  there  obtainable  for  which  one  vainly  longs  in  Cuba  or  in 
Florida.  A  considerable  variety  of  food  is  to  be  had  in  sufficient 
abundance,  and  many  kinds  of  vegetables  and  fruits  are  in  maiket 
even  in  midwinter,  which  is  another  advantage  possessed  by  this 
island  over  Florida. 

Among  its  disadvantages  may  be  classed  the  infrequency  and  the 
difficulty  of  communication  with  the  continent.  Once  every  month, 
a  steamer  of  the  line  plying  between  New  York  and  Havana  touches 
at  Nassau,  bringing  the  mails  and  passengers  from  New  York,  and,  a 
week  later,  she  stops  on  her  return  from  Havana.  Invalids  are  often 
impatient  of  the  long  month  which  intervenes  between  the  mails  from 
home,  and  it  is  always  a  serious  question  how  much  a  patient  may  be 
injured  by  such  impatience.  Again,  the  steamers  are  too  large  to 
safely  enter  the  harbor  of  Nassau  if  the  sea  be  rough  ;  consequently 
passengers  are  generally  transferred  in  the  open  sea  to  a  small 
schooner,  in  which  they  make  their  way  to  land  by  a  tiresome  sail  of 
uncertain  duration ;  safe  enough,  but  trjdng  to  irritable  nerves,  and 
very  fatiguing  to  a  feeble  body.  Were  these  disadvantages  removed, 
Nassau  would  certainly  present  superior  attractions  as  a  sanatorium 
for  the  Northern  States  and  Canada. 

I  believe,  however,  that  the  maximum  of  benefit  would  be  attained 
b}?"  a  judicious  division  of  the  winter  between  the  several  regions 
named  :  Florida,  Nassau  and  Cuba.  If,  as  will  probably  be  the  case 
next  year,  the  communication  with  Nassau  were  by  way  of  Savannah 
or  Charleston,  instead  of  New  York,  the  patient  could  leave  the  North 
in  October,  avoiding  the  first  cold  of  autumn,  and  spend  six  weeks  at 
Savannah,  then  cross  to  Nassau  and  pass  December,  January,  and 
half  of  February  in  that  climate  ;  after  which  it  would  be  well  to  return 
to  Savannah  and  take  steamer  to  Florida,  which  the  spring,  already 
opened,  would  make  a  delightful  residence  until  the  middle  of  April 
or  the  first  of  May,  after  which  it  would  be  well  to  spend  a  few  weeks 
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at  Charleston  or  Eichmond,  reaching  New  York  about  the  first  of 
June.  Or,  if  still  greater  heat  were  required  during  midwinter,  the 
patient  could  spend  a  month  in  Cuba  and  then  go  to  oSTassau,  and 
thence  as  above. 

Caeroll  Dunhaji. 


REPORTS  OF  SOCIETIES. 

THE    MASSACHUSETTS    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

Twenty -ninth  Annual  Meeting. 

The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Meionaon.  in  Boston,  on  "Wednesday, 
April  14,  18G9,  commencing  at  10,  a.m.  The  records  of  the  last  semi- 
annual meeting,  and  of  the  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
were  read  by  the  Secretary.  L.  Macfarland,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

The  President,  H.  L.  Chase,  M.D.,  of  Cambridge,  then  delivered 
the  opening  address. 

After  a  cordial  greeting,  and  congratulations  on  the  present  condi- 
tion and  future  prospects  of  homoeopathy,  he  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  idea  of  disease  as  a  tangible,  material  entit}'  is  rapidly 
passing  away,  and  the  dynamic  theory  is  taking  its  place.  Attention 
is  turning  from  the  material  to  the  imponderable  forces  in  and  by 
which  the  material  has  its  force  and  existence.  By  '•  forces  "  we  mean 
the  mutually  interchangeable,  imponderable  agents,  —  heat,  motion, 
electricity,  chemical  affinity,  etc.,  —  without  which  matter  has  no  force 
per  se.  It  is  only  while  being  changed  or  modified  by  these  impon- 
derable agents  that  force  is  made  manifest  to  our  senses.  We  can 
study  the  laws  which  govern  the  changes  which  the  various  develop- 
ments of  force  make  in  matter.  All  the  processes  of  nature  are 
governed  by  inexorable  laws.  The  discovery  of  these  laws,  and  of  the 
method  of  their  application,  constitutes  the  great  distinctive  difler- 
ence  between  the  savao;e  and  the  civilized  man.  Our  knowledo-e  of 
these  laws  is  obtained  by  the  observation  of  facts,  upon  which  a  theory 
is  founded.  By  the  accumulation  of  other  facts,  that  theory  is  sus- 
tained, modified,  or  made  to  give  place  to  another.  It  seems  to  be  an 
absolute  necessity  to  the  human  mind  to  have  some  theorj'  as  a  kind 
of  central  basis  on  which  to  rest,  and  from  which  to  project  itself  in 
various  directions  into  the  unknown.  But  the  same  facts,  viewed 
from  different  stand-points,  give  rise  to  difterent  theories,  exactly  as 
the  same  object,  seen  under  a  variety  of  circumstances,  produces 
entirely  diff'erent  images  upon  the  retina ;  but,  when  these  difierent 
images  are  compared  with  each  other,  the  form  of  the  definite  object 
is  impressed  on  the  mind.  So,  different  theories,  carefully  compared, 
result  in  the  formation  of  laws. 

Whilst  the  bod}',  as  to  its  materialii}',  is  subject  to  the  same  gen- 
eral laws  which  govern  all  matter,  and  is,  as  a  consequence,  constant- 
ly undergoing  that  change  which  is  continually  taking  place  in  matter, 
there  exists,  over  and  above  this  mere  materiality',  a  certain  other 
d3'namic  principle,  —  making  itself  known  by  its  eftects. — which  we  call 
the  vital  force,  holding  them,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  abe^-ance.     This 
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force  is  only  known  in  connection  with  organized  matter.  It  would 
seem  almost  as  though  there  were  two  forces,  antagonistic  at  times, 
at  work  in  the  body, — an  absorbent  force,  which  grasps  at  everything, 
good  or  bad  ;  and  an  expelling  force,  which,  passing  the  good,  seeks 
to  drive  out  everything  incompatible  with  life.  Health  is  a  harmony 
of  the  two ;  disease,  the  excessive  action  of  the  expelling  force. 
Disease,  then,  is  not  a  tangible  entity,  to  be  forcibly  ejected.  The 
huffy  coat  on  blood,  or  the  bile  found  in  vomit,  is  not  so  much  disease 
extracted.  An  assault  on  disease  is  generally  an  assault  on  the  body. 
Disease  may  be  but  the  effort  of  a  vital  force  to  overcome  an  arrest 
of  the  normal  motions  of  the  component  particles  of  the  body,  —  a 
conservative  effort  of  nature. 

The  sun's  rays  are  supposed  to  be  dependent  upon  matter  in  an 
inconceivably  minute  division,  and  an  equally  rapid  motion.  Coal 
and  petroleum  are  the  sun's  rays  solidified.  The  work  done  by  steam 
is  done  bj''  the  sunshine  of  past  ages,  and  the  light  that  cheers  the 
cottage  fireside  shone  thousands  of  years  ago.  It  is  not  impossible 
that  the  unsolidified  rays  of  the  sun  shall  yet  be  converted  at  once 
into  mechanical  power  as  they  fall.  And  that  power,  as  we  have 
seen,  is  the  motion  of  inconceivably  small  particles  of  matter.  Here 
we  see,  then,  that  no  power  is  lost  by  the  division  of  matter. 

Nay,  more  :  new  power  may  be  developed  by  division.  Let  a  gal- 
vanic battery  be  made  of  two  plates,  zinc  and  copper,  each  fifty  feet 
square,  and  a  man  could  take  the  whole  charge  with  impunity ;  cut 
each  into  five  hundred  pieces,  and  a  battery  might  be  formed  of  them 
which  would  kill  an  ox.  This  is  a  parallel  to  the  potentization  of 
medicine. 

Homoeopathy  is  the  first  attempt  to  bring  this  new  power  of  matter 
under  human  control.  It  has  achieved  great  success  ;  shall  it  fail  in 
our  hands?  Of  allopathy  I  say  nothing;  we  are  doing  a  great  work, 
and  we  cannot  come  down  to  contend  with  it.  But  we  must  keep  up 
the  standard  of  homoeopathy,  and  lower  it  not  a  particle.  If  we  do, 
it  is  death ! 

J.  H.  Kimball,  M.D.,  of  Ljmn,  having  been  duly  examined  and 
approved  for  membership,  was  by  ballot  unanimously  elected  a 
member  of  the  Society. 

The  Treasurer,  T.  S.  Scales,  M.D.,  of  Woburn,  presented  his 
report,  which  was  accepted.  The  debt  with  which  the  Society  com- 
menced the  year  is  all  paid,  and  there  are  twenty-nine  dollars  in  the 
treasury.  There  are  outstanding  bills  sufficient  to  absorb  this  ;  but 
again  there  are  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  due  from  delinquent 
members,  most  of  Which  will  probably  be  collected. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library  was  presented  and 
accepted.  It  appears  that  there  is  a  book-case  at  the  Dispensary 
Rooms,  containing  a  considerable  number  of  books.  The  important 
accession  to  the  library'',  the  gift  of  the  late  Daniel  Swan,  M.D.,  of 
Medford,  is  waiting  to  be  properly  catalogued.  A  book  for  this  pur- 
pose has  been  recently  obtained  by  the  Committee,  and  it  was  thought 
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that  tliese  separate  elements  would  soon  be  combined  into  an  actual 
libraiy. 

The  Committee  on  Publication  reported  that  nothing  had  been 
published  during  the  year  for  want  of  funds.     Keport  accepted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pharmacy  was  read  and  accepted. 
In  our  practice  one  medicine  cannot  be  substituted  for  another,  as 
blue-pill  may  be  for  castor-oil ;  therefore  there  is  a  necessity  for  pure 
drugs.  We  have  had  for  some  time  a  good  supply  of  pure  tinctures, 
prepared  under  direction  of  the  Committee,  and  sold  by  Dr.  Whitney, 
at  No.  3,  Tremont  Temple,  but  we  have  long  met  with  much  difficulty 
in  obtaining  pure  alcohol.  We  have  at  last  succeeded  in  procuring  a 
satisfactory  article  of  ninety- three  per  cent,  which  can  be  had  at  the 
same  place  for  $3.50  per  gallon. 

Alvin  M.  Cushing,  M.D.,  of  Lynn,  read  a  proving  of  Bromide  of 
potassium,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  Hedenburg,  the  Committee  on  Clinical  Medicine,  reported  that 
he  had  received  but  one  communication,  —  from  Dr.  Cushing,  who  had 
found  that  the  prevailing  influenza  was  benefited  by  Arum  tripliyi- 
lum.  Rhus  tox.^  Arsenicum,  and  Lachesis  had  also  been  of  service. 
Pulsatilla  had  been  very  efficient  in  drying  up  the  milk  on  weaning, 
and  he  thought  that  a  supply  of  milk  could  not  be  kept  up  while  Puis. 
was  administered.  In  spasms,  with  grinding  of  the  teeth,  he  had 
used  Phytolacca  with  success. 

The  President  had  found  Petroleum"^  a  remedy  for  the  sore  throat 
which  follows  scarlet  fever. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Scales  had  found  Petr.  efficient  in  obstinate  cracks  in 
the  ends  of  fingers. 

Dr.  L.  Gr.  Lowe  had  used  Petr.  for  the  papular  eruptions  of  the 
face  which  sometimes  occur  in  young  men  about  the  age  of  puberty. 

The  remark  of  an  allopathic  physician  in  Washington  was  quoted. 
He  always  expected  to  lose  his  diphtheric  patients  where  kerosene  was 
burned  in  the  sick-room. 

G.  M.  Pease,  M.D.,  exhibited  several  surgical  instruments,  includ- 
ing a  new  mouth-specuhun ;  a  three-bladed  vaginal  speculum  with 
probe  ;  and  Storer's  modification  of  the  two-valve  speculum ;  also 
the  double-lever  tourniquet  of  Dr.  Samuel  Gross. 

The  President  exhibited  Dr.  Chas.  H.  Allen's  tongue-depressor,  — 
very  light,  simple  and  cheap.  Any  one  who  can  bend  a  piece  of 
wire  can  make  one.  It  consists  of  a  piece  of  wood  for  the  handle, 
with  a  stiff  wire  shaped  like  the  letter  U,  opening  from  one  end. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Woodbury,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Obstetrics, 
reported  several  cases  of  eclampsia  ;  one  by  Dr.  H.  B.  Clarke,  of  New 
Bedford,  in  which  the  free  use  of  chloroform  seemed  to  save  life 
after  death  appeared  inevitable.  It  was  administered  for  relief,  onW 
but  the  patient  recovered.  Rectal  injections  of  chloroform  failed  to 
relieve  and  even  incommoded  the  patient. 

Another  case  of  eclampsia  before  deliver}^  was  reported  by  Dr. 
Thayer,  in  which  the  attack  was  followed  by  phlegmasia  alba  dolens, 
hysterical  spasms,  strabismus  and  loss  of  sight.  Now,  after  about  a 
3'ear,  one  eye  is  of  very  little  service. 
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Dr.  "Woodbury  read  a  report  of  five  cases,  in  four  of  which  Bromide 
of  potassa  exhibited  the  most  favorable  results.  In  the  last  case, 
which  proved  fatal,  the  remedy  produced  little  effect.  Under  homoeo- 
pathic treatment  there  has  been  less  mortality  from  eclampsia  of  late 
years  than  under  the  allopathic  practice,  in  which  too  much  reliance 
seems  to  be  placed  on  anaesthetics. 

Dr.  O.  S.  Sanders  recommended  Hydrocyanic  acid^  in  eclampsia. 

Two  cases  from  Dr.  W.  B.  Chamberlain,  of  Worcester,  showed  the 
value  of  Phos.^^  for  mammary  fistula.  He  thinks  too  much  fluid  is 
taken  before  the  milk  flows  freely,  and  that  holding  the  babe  too  much 
in  the  mother's  arms  tends  to  injure  the  breast. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publi- 
cation. 

The  Board  of  Censors  reported  four  applications  for  membership, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Attention  was  called  to  the  very  large  photograph  album  presented 
to  the  Society  by  F.  H.  Krebs,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  and  members  who 
have  not  already  done  so  were  requested  to  contribute  their  photo- 
graphs. 

Dr.  Krebs  read  a  paper  entitled  "  Our  Privileges."  He  noted  the 
beneficial  effects  of  a  free  government  on  medical  progress,  though 
in  certain  ways  government  has  done  more  for  homoeopathy  in  Eu- 
rope than  here.  Hahnemann,  it  is  true,  was  often  obliged  to  change 
his  residence  to  escape  the  persecution  of  physicians  and  apothe- 
caries. Prohibition  of  the  physician's  dispensing  his  own  medicines 
is  almost  destructive  to  homoeopathic  progres'-.  Here,  though 
deprived  of  the  support  of  governments  of  nation,  States  and  cities, 
its  practitioners  are  free  to  administer  its  smallest  doses,  and  have 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that,  if  their  patients  must  die,  they  die 
at  least  a  natural  death.  It  is  no  less  satisfactory  to  know  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  drugs  furnished  to  allopathic  hospitals  are 
never  taken.  But  this  is  only  a  negative  advantage,  and  those  who 
require  the  aid  of  public  hospitals  ought  to  have  a  choice  of  the 
mode  of  treatment  they  are  to  receive.  The  claim  of  homoeopathy  to 
equal  rights  cannot  much  longer  be  resisted.  This  change  will  result 
in  a  great  saving  of  life  ;  it  will  also  save  time  in  sickness,  and  diminish 
the  sale  of  drugs,  and  particularly  of  quack  medicines.  It  is  time 
that  our  hospital  in  Boston  was  set  in  operation.  He  closed  with  a 
motion  that  a  committee  of  five  be  raised  to  adopt  plans  to  secure 
funds  for  this  purpose.  The  paper  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Publication,  and  the  motion  was  carried.  The  Committee  appointed 
by  the  President  consisted  of  Dfs.  F.  H.  Krebs,  I.  T.  Talbot,  D. 
Tha3^er,  J.  T.  Harris,  and  G.  M.  Pease. 

Dr.  Swazey  gave  notice  of  a  motion  of  reconsideration,  in  order  to 
open  the  matter  for  discussion  at  a  proper  time. 

Dr.  Thayer  exhibited  a  croup  membrane  expectorated  on  the  pre- 
vious Saturday  for.enoon  after  the  administration  of  Hepar  ^  and  ^^  and 
Spongia.  A  new  membrane  was  formed,  and  the  patient  died  forty- 
eight  hours  after.  Pulse  one  hundred  and  forty-four  an  hour  or  two 
before  throwing  off"  the  membrane,  but  sunk  to  one  hundred  and  twelve 
after  it,  and  the  breathing  was  relieved.     The  tonsils^  were  not  en- 
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larged.     Age  of  patient,  six  years  and  nine  months.     The  breathing 
sounded  like  the  noise  produced  by  sawing  a  A^ery  thin  board. 

At  1  o'clock,  P.M.,  a  recess  of  an  hour  was  taken ;  and,  on  invita- 
tion, the  members  retired  to  the  Social  Hall,  and  partook  of  a  collation 
provided  for  the  Society  by  the  Boston  members. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  election  of  oflScers  for  the  ensuing  j^ear  resulted  as  follows  :  — 
George  W.  Swazey,  M.D.,  of  Springfield,  President. 
Henry  B.  Clarke,  M.D.,  of  New  Bedford,  First  Vice-President. 
Joseph  P.  Paine,  M.D.,  of  Boston  Highlands,  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

S.  M.  Gale,  M.D.,  of  Newburyport,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

E.  U.  Jones,  M.D.,  of  Taunton,  Recording  Secretary. 

T.  S.  Scales,  M.D.,  of  Woburn,  Treasurer. 

Sullivan  Whitney,  M.D.,  of  Newton,  Librarian, 

T.  Harris,  M.D.,  of  Boston  Highlands,     ~] 

L.  Macfarland,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  [ 

L.  D.  Packard,  M.D.,  of  South  Boston,    )>  Censors. 

George  Barrows,  M.D.,  of  Taunton,  ] 

W.  B.  Chamberlain,  M.D.,  of  Worcester,  j 

Dr.  Tha3^er  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the  approaching 
meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  at  Boston,  in 
June  next.  The  last  two  meetings  were  held  at  New  York  and  St. 
Louis.  The  receptions  given  to  the  members  was  of  the  most  grati- 
fying character,  and  the  hospitalities  were  on  a  generous  scale.  Bos- 
ton has,  in  all  time  past,  enjoyed  an  enviable  character  for  large-heart- 
edness,  and  the  coming  test  must  not  impair  it.  On  this  occasion, 
Massachusetts  expects  everj^  member  of  the  Homoeopathic  JMedical 
Societ}'  "  to  do  his  duty." 

Dr.  Talbot  stated  that  the  Institute  met  in  Boston  in  1847,  and 
again  in  1859.  Both  of  these  meetings  were  comparatively  large  and 
interesting.  They  had  been  made  very  pleasant  to  the  members,  and 
the  remembrances  of  those  meetings  excite  anticipations  of  no  small 
amount  of  pleasure  on  the  approaching  occasion.  This  will  probably 
be  the  largest  gathering  of  homoeopathic  physicians  ever  held.  It 
will  be  no  light  task  for  us,  though  an  agreeable  one,  fully  to  meet 
the  expectations  of  our  guests.  •   They  will  not  be  disappointed. 

Dr.  Swazey  remarked  that  we,  who  are  the  guests  of  the  Boston 
brethren  to-da}'',  are,  with  them,  to  play  the  host  in  June.  The  capital 
reception  we  are  now  enjoying  must  be  repeated  on  a  more  extended 
scale.  Boston,  though  by  some  accounted  the  Hub,  will  share  the 
honor  of  the  occasion  with  all  the  rest  of  the  State,  and  will  receive 
the  hearty  aid  of  all  the  fellows  of  the  Society.  He  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  the  approaching  session  of  the  Institute  would  be  the 
mbst  enjoyable  as  well  as  the  most  valuable  one  vet  held.  All  the 
hom(eopathic  ph^'sicians  of  the  State  will  gladly  do  their  part  in  mak- 
ing this  meeting  a  memorable  one,  never  to  be  regretted  b}'  those  who 
leave  their  distant  home  and  practice  to  spend  four  da^'s  with  us. 
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No  formal  action  was  taken  by  the  Society,  but  the  subject  was  left 
as  before  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

Dr.  G.  M.  Pease  exhibited  a  patient  of  the  age  of  about  four  years, 
with  little  development  of  body  or  mind,  and  continual  restlessness 
even  in  sleep. 

E.  U.  Jones,  M.D.,  of  Taunton,  delivered  the  annual  address.  It 
was  on  the  natural  evolution  of  the  law,  similia  similibus  curantur. 
The  progress  of  therapeutics  was  traced  from  the  earliest  days,  when 
the  experience  of  one  man  was  as  valuable  as  that  of  another,  and 
the  sick  were  exposed  in  the  public  places,  that  those  who  had  suffered 
in  like  manner,  or  had  known  of  similar  cases,  might  offer  their  ad- 
vice. But  experience,  unguided  by  any  positive  law,  is  an  unreliable 
basis  for  a  science.  Accident  alone  could  discover  new  remedies,  or 
new  applications  of  well-known  remedies.  Consequently  the  pre- 
vention of  disease  became  of  importance,  and  general  hygiene  and 
physical  culture  were  thoroughly  studied  and  well  understood. 

The  first  therapeutic  law,  advanced  by  Hippocrates,  was,  contraria 
contrariis  curantur.  Guided  by  his  genius,  diagnosis  and  prognosis 
made  rapid  and  wonderful  advancement.  The  influence  which  this 
law  had  and  still  has,  and  the  various  attempts  made  to  supersede  it 
or  otherwise  explain  the  action  of  medicines,  was  rapidly  sketched. 

Not  many  years  after  the  enunciation  of  the  Hippocratic  law,  and 
in  the  time  of  Galen,  there  arose  a  sect  whose  law  was,  that  similar 
diseases  are  cured  by  similar  remedies.  The  progress  and  teachings 
of  this  sect  and  the  influence  which  it  exerted  were  explained,  and  the 
bearings  which  it  had  on  the  present  homoeopathic  law  made  evident. 
The  progress  of  the  therapeutic  art  in  the  eighteenth  century  was 
particularly  spoken  of,  and  the  different  theories  which  then  arose 
referred  to.  Among  them  was  that  of  Samuel  Hahnemann,  resulting 
in  the  enunciation  of  that  law  to  which  we  owe  allegiance,  —  Similia 
similibus  curantur. 

The  motto  of  the  address  was  Ars  medica,  est  id  quod  est  tJiera- 
peuticum. 

Delegates  from  other  State  societies  were  here  invited  to  take  part 
in  all  discussions  of  the  Society.  Drs.  Talbot  and  Lowe  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  take  the  names  of  delegates. 

Dr.  Swazey  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee for  raising  funds  for  a  hospital,  which  was  carried. 

Dr.  Swazey  said  that  the  attempt  to  establish  a  hospital  was  com- 
menced some  years  since.  The  establishment  of  a  homoeopathic 
hospital  concerns  not  Boston  alone,  but  the  whole  State,  and  the  plan 
should  be  well  considered. 

Dr.  Krebs  thought  the  committee  should  first  propose  plans  and 
estimates,  and  then  the  way  would  open  to  finish  up  the  work. 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  former  vote  was  affirmed. 

The  committee  on  delegates  reported  as  present  at  the  meeting,  — 
Charles  H.  Burr,  M.D.,  Portland,  Me.;  A.  Morrill,  M.D.,  Concord, 
and  J.  VV.  Drake,  M.D.,  Dover,  N.  H. ;  and  Virgil  Thompson,  M.D., 
and  A.  M.  Woodward,  M.D.,  both  of  New  York  city. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Consumptives'    Home.     It  now 
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occupies  four  adjoining  houses,  and  is  open  to  inspection  at  all  times. 
It  is  doing  a  work  for  which  no  other  hospital  furnishes  facilities. 
The  whole  number  received  there  has  been  392.  In  the  last  year  152 
were  received ;  of  these,  sixty  have  died,  three  were  cured  and  four- 
teen discharged,  able  to  labor. 

In  the  dispensary  that  occupies  a  room  in  this  establishment,  pre- 
scriptions have  been  made  for  485  patients.  Unusual  efforts  have 
been  made  to  obtain  results,  and  about  eight-tenths  of  the  cases  have 
been  reported,  and  mostly  favorably. 

At  about  half  past  four,  p.m.,  the  society  adjourned.  The  meeting 
had  been  unusually  well  attended,  about  one  hundred  members  being 
present. 

L.  Macfarland, 

Recording  Secretary. 

THE   BOSTON   ACADEMY   OF   HOMCEOPATHIC     MEDICINE. 
Reported  by  A.  F.  Squier,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

March  22,  1869.— Dr.  H.  Ahlborn  was  elected  President  for  the 
ensuing  term. 

The  appointed  reader  for  the  evening  —  Dr.  C.  H.  Walker  —  not 
being  present,  the  Academy  occupied  the  session  in  the  discussion 
of  new  remedies,  and  the  clinical  experiences  of  the  members  in  rela- 
tion to  them. 

Antennaria  margaritacea,  or  pearl-flowered  life-everlasting.  —  Dr. 
Gregg  related  the  accidental  manner  in  which  he  became  acquainted 
with  its  peculiar  properties  :  He  had  been  affected  for  several  weeks 
with  a  slight  bronchial  and  laryngeal  inflammation,  accompanied  by 
severe  paroxysms  of  coughing,  with  moderate  mucous  expectoration. 
He  always  had  quite  a  severe  paroxysm  of  coughing  in  the  morning. 
One  day,  while  passing  through  the  garden  of  a  patient,  he  picked 
some  of  the  flowers  of  the  Antennaria^  and  chewed  them.  The  follow- 
ing morning  he  did  not  have  his  usual  attack. 

It  immediately  occured  to  him  that  its  absence  might  be  owing  to 
the  effect  of  the  flowers  which  he  had  chewed  the  day  before.  The 
improvement  lasted  for  several  da3'^s. 

He  procured  some  of  the  flowers,  from  which  he  made  a  tincture, 
and  of  this  took  three  or  four  doses  at  intervals  of  a  few  days,  when 
the  mucous  mflammation,  with  its  attendant  cough,  entirel}''  disappeared. 
The  cough  had  since  returned,  on  taking  cold,  and  the  Antennaria  had 
again  cured  it.  He  had  used  it  in  a  great  many  cases  ot*  catarrhal 
inflammation  of  the  bronchial  and  tracheal  mucous  membranes  with 
very  decided  success. 

It  seems  to  be  cliiefl^y  useful  where  there  is  much  mucous  expecto- 
ration, though  good  results  have  been  obtained  where  the  cough  was 
dry,  the  disease  possessing  the  same  pathological  character.  The 
effects  of  the  mother-tincture  were  much  more  satisfactory  than  those 
obtained  from  the  attenuations.  He  had  found  no  beneflt  to  result 
from  its  administration  in  cases  of  phthisis;  had,  not  given  it  in 
whooping-cough,  in  the  cough  after  measles,  nor  in  asthma.  He  thinks, 


REPORTS   OF   SOCIETIES.  175 

however,  that  it  will  be  found  useful  in  the  latter  disease.     It  com- 
pares, in  its  homoeopathic  therapeutic  range,  with  Sanguinaria. 

Dr.  Talbot  has  used  the  Antennaria  m,  with  considerable  success 
in  cases  of  mucous  inflammation  of  the  air-passages,  accompanied  by- 
cough  with  much  mucous  expectoration.  He  had  found  it  particularly- 
efficacious  when  the  cough  was  of  an  explosive  character,  simulating 
whooping-cough.  Good  results  had  also  been  obtained  when  there 
was  but  little  expectoration,  though  the  cough  was  moist  with  accu- 
mulation of  much  mucus  in  the  bronchi.  With  it  he  had  also  cured 
the  cough  following  scarlatina.  He  thought  it  compared  with  Dro- 
sera,  and  assumed  a  position  between  that  drug  and  Corallium  ruhr. 
He  had  always  used  it  in  the  1st  dec.  dil. 

OENOTHERA  BIENNIS,  or  commou  evening  primrose.  —  Dr.  Russell  had 
used  it  considerably  in  herpetic  and  eczematous  eruptions,  and  in  some 
instances  with  complete  success.  He  had  seen  it  produce  very- 
marked  aggravations  of  the  disease.  He  had  never  used  it  in  pso- 
riasis. 

Dr.  Gregg  here  remarked  that  in  psoriasis  he  had  obtained  several 
cures  with  Iris  v.  In  one  very  marked  case,  of  three  years'  standing, 
a  complete  cure  was  effected  by  that  drug.  lie  used  in  the  2d  dec. 
dil, 

PHYTOLAceA  DECANDRA.  —  Dr.  Eusscll  had  used  it  with  good  success 
as  a  gargle  in  diphtheric  sore  throat,  —  meanwhile  giving  Baptisia 
internally.  He  had  seen  very  good  results  from  its  application  as  a 
fomentation  to  gonorrhoeal  buboes,  epididimitis  and  other  inflammatory 
glandular  swellings. 

Dr.  Sanford  had  lately^  used  Phyto.  in  a  case  of  inflammation  of  the 
mamma.  The  symptoms  were  redness,  tenderness  and  nodulated 
indurations  of  the  breast,  with  an  acuminated  appearance  of  the 
nodules.  They  were  accompanied  by  chills,  and  every  indication  of 
a  tendency  towards  early  suppuration.  Phyto,  was  given,  and  in  about 
fort^'-eight  hours  almost  every  sign  of  inflammation  had  disappeared, 
and  the  child  was  nursing  without  the  least  discomfort  to  the  mother. 

Dr.  Gregg  uses  Phyto.  in  those  cases  of  pharyngitis  in  which  there 
is  much  general  mucous  inflammation  and  swelling,  not  limited  par- 
ticularly to  the  tonsils.  He  almost  invariably  gives  it  in  the  sore 
throat  remaining  after  scarlatina;  but,  if  there  is  much  swelling  of 
the  tonsils,  he  gives  Conium  in  alternation  with  it.  He  had  recently 
used  Phyto.  in  one  case  of  mammary  inflammation,  but  witliout  success, 
and  was  finally  called  upon  to  open  three  abscesses  in  the  breast. 

Dr.  Humphrey  related  a  case  of  inflammation  of  the  mamma  of  a 
nursing  woman,  probably  caused  by  pressure  of  the  corset.  In  this 
case  Phyto.  failed  to  prevent  suppuration,  and  he  opened  the  abscess. 

Dr.  Bushnell  had  used  Phyto.  as  a  fomentation  in- a  case  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  breast,  which,  at  the  time,  exhibited  a  decided  ten- 
dency to  suppurate.  Under  its  use  the  inflammation  soon  subsided. 
It  returned  in  a  v^eek,  and  was  again  subdued  by  the  Phyto.,  and 
returned  no  more.  Two  years  before,  while  nursing  her  first  child, 
this  woman  had  a  mammary  abscess,  which  continued  to  discharge 
for  three  months. 
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DioscoREA  YiLLOSA.  —  Dr.  Gregg  had  used  it  in  many  cases  of  what 
is  commonl}^  called  "  bilious  colic,"  characterized  by  extremely  severe 
remitting  colick}"  pain  in  the  bowels.  In  some  of  these  cases  he  had 
been  unable  to  determine  the  pathological  nature  of  the  affection  ;  but 
in  many  others  the  pain  evidently  arose  from  peritonitis.  He  had  seen 
several  such  cases  cured  hj  Dios.  He  commonly  uses  the  Dioscorein 
in  the  second  decimal  attenuation. 

Dr.  Bushnell  related  the  case  of  a  female  in  his  own  family.  The 
symptoms  were  severe,  cutting,  colicky  pains  in  the  left  iliac  region, 
running  up  to  the  region  of  the  left  kidney.  The  only  position  in 
which  the  pain  was  endurable  was  while  sitting  crouched  up  with  the 
hands  clasping  the  knees.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Woodburj',  Dios. 
was  given,  and  in  five  minutes  the  patient  was  asleep.  The  remedy 
was  administered  several  times  afterwards,  though  after  the  first  dose 
there  was  no  return  of  the  pain. 

Dr.  Woodbury  had  used  Dios.  with  astonishing  success  in  cases  of 
enteralgia.  In  one  instance  in  particular  its  effects  seemed  almost 
miraculous.  The  case  began  with  the  common  symptom  of  "  bilious 
colic,"  viz,  severe  remittent,  griping  pain  above  and  near  to  the  um- 
bilicus. In  spite  of  every  means  which  could  be  suggested,  the  case 
went  on  from  bad  to  worse,  and  by  the  third  day  there  was  no  longer 
any  doubt  but  that  it  was  one  of  acute  general  peritonitis.  The  symp- 
toms were  complete  constipation,  vomiting  (not  of  stercoraceous 
matter),  t3'mpanitic  distention  of  the  abdomen,  with  the  most  exquisite 
sensibility  to  pressure.  Towards  the  end  of  the  fourth  day,  the 
patient  presented  all  the  symptoms  of  collapse,  —  great  muscular  pros- 
tration ;  pale,  cold,  clammj'  skin  ;  vomidng  ;  pulse  reduced  to  thirty 
beats  a  minute,  and  the  respirations  to  five.  At  this  stage  the  admin- 
istration of  Dios.  was  begun.  Almost  immediate  relief  followed.  The 
vomiting  ceased  ;  the  skin  resumed  its  natural  color  and  warmth  ;  the 
pulse  and  respirations  became  stronger  and  more  frequent ;  and  the 
horrible  anxiety  from  which  the  patient  suffered  was  succeeded  by  a 
peaceful  calm.  Under  the  continued  use  of  the  Dioscorein^  all  the 
symptoms  of  peritonitis  passed  awaj^,  and  in  a  few  daj^s  the  patient 
was  well. 

Dr.  Woodbury  had  also  used  the  Dios.  in  manj^  cases  of  dysentery, 
and  with  such  rapid  and  complete  relief  to  the  griping  and  tenesmus 
that  the  patients  inquired  if  he  had  not  administered  opium. 

Dr.  Sanford  had  given  Dios.  to  a  female  afflicted  with  enteralgia, 
with  primar}'  symptoms  very  closely  resembling  those  described  by 
Dr.  Woodbur}'.  The  pain  had  lasted  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half, 
and  was  growing  worse.  In  about  half  an  hour  after  the  first  dose, 
the  patient  was  free  from  pain. 

Dr.  Humphrey  had  given  this  medicine  in  one  of  the  most  severe 
cases  of  menstrual  colic  he  had  ever  seen.  The  pain  was  paroxysmal, 
and  at  times  the  patient  would  be  drawn  up  double  by  its  severity. 
In  addition  to  the  administration  of  Dios.  he  had  applied  ice  to  the 
sacrum,  and  hot  applications  to  the  feet,  —  a  measure  which  experi- 
ence had  taught  him  was  of  great  value  in  these  cases.  The  patient 
was  almost  tree  from  pain  in  half  an  hour,  and  Dr.  Humphrey  was 
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inclined  to  believe  that  the  medicine  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  eflfect- 
ing  this  relief. 

April  12,  1869.  —  Dr.  Hoffendahl  read  a  paper  on  the  Colpeurynter 
in  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

The  instrument  was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  profession 
during  the  winter  of  1852-3,  by  Professor  Carl  Braun,  formerly  chief 
of  the  obstetric  clinique  at  the  Vienna  Hospital.  Professor  Braun's 
instrument  is  more  p37riform  in  shape  than  the  American  colpeur^-nter. 
It  is  so  constructed  that  when  dilated  it  forms  an  angle  of  about 
forty-five  degrees  with  the  tube.  The  tube  has  an  internal  lining  of 
horn  for  about  four  inches,  making  it  inflexible.  Attached  to  the 
extremity  of  the  tube  is  a  body-band,  by  which  it  may  be  retained 
in  situ  after  introduction. 

Professor  Braun  recommends  his  colpeurynter  in  the  following 
cases : 

.  *'  1.  In  hemorrhage  during  the  first  stage  of  labor,  when  caused 
by  placenta  prsevia,  hydatids,  or  unavoidable  abortion.  Also  in 
hemorrhage  after  removal  of  the  placenta,  when  the  fundus  uteri 
is  firmly  contracted,  and  the  source  of  the  hemorrhage  is  in  the 
lower  segment. 

''2.  In  transverse  positions  of  the  foetus  preparatory  to  cephalic 
version. 

"3.  In  contracted  pelvis  with  head  presentation,  to  retard  the 
rupture  of  the  membranes,  and  to  facilitate  the  extraction  of  the 
foetus,  whether  by  turning,  forceps,  or  craniotomy. 

"4.  To  induce  or  accelerate  labor  on  the  occurrence  of  puer- 
peral convulsions. 

"  5.     To  retain  intestino-vaginal  hernia  after  reposition. 

"6.  To  induce  premature  delivery  on  account  of  contracted  pelvis 
or  general  disease  of  the  mother." 

Professor  Braun's  instrument  is  applicable  to  a  greater  variety  of 
conditions  than  the  American.  It  cannot  be  expelled  by  mus- 
cular contractions,  and  is  also  less  apt  to  cause  discomfort  b}^  pres- 
sure upon  the  urethra.  On  the  other  hand,  our  instrument  possesses 
the  advantage  of  being  more  easily  applied  than  Professor  Braun's. 

Dr.  H.  had  used  the  American  colpeurynter  "  almost  exclusively 
in  cases  of  abortion  with  hemorrhage  occurring  in  the  earlier  months 
of  pregnancy,  whether  the  placenta  was  retained  or  not,  provided 
that  internal  remedies  had  failed.  He  regarded  it  as  acting  essen- 
tially as  a  tampon.  When  compared  with  the  other  modes  of  plug- 
ging, this  was  infinitely  superior,  being  introduced  without  troub.lp 
and  in  a  few  seconds,  perfectly  filling  the  vagina  when  in  place, 
and  being  easily  and  quickly  removed.  The  old  tampon  is  tedious 
in  its  application,  and  often  insuflficient  to  control  the  hemorrhage. 

Dr.  Hoff'endahl  related  several  cases  illustrative  of  the  use  of 
the  colpeur3mter  in  abortion.  In  three  instances  expulsion  of  a 
three  months  foetus  had  occurred,  with  retention  of  the  placenta, 
contraction  of  the  os,  and  much  flowing  and  pain.  Upon  the  ap- 
plication of  the  instrument  the  flowing  and  pain  ceased  ;  and,  when 
it    was   removed,    in   from  eight   to   twelve   hours    afterwards,  the 
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placenta  in  eacli  case  was  found  to  have  been  expelled  from  the 
uterus.  In  the  fourth  case  the  patient  had  aborted  at  the  fourth  month, 
and  had  retained  the  placenta  for  over  three  weeks.  She  was  very 
much  exhausted  by  repeated  floodings,  and  there  was  an  offensive 
sanious  discharge  from  the  uterus.  The  colpeurynter  was  applied 
during  one  of  the  attacks  of  hemorrhage,  with  the~  effect  of  immedi- 
ately arresting  the  flow.  Upon  its  removal  six  hours  afterwards,  the 
placenta  was  found,  in  a  highly  decomposed  state,  partly  expelled 
from  the  uterus.  It  was  easily  removed,  and  the  patient  made  a 
gradual  and  slow  recovery.  In  the  fifth  case  the  patient  had  passed 
over  her  regular  menstrual  period,  and,  two  weeks  after,  began  flow- 
ing. This  continued  for  about  three  weeks.  The  colpeurj^nter  was 
then  applied,  and  the  flowing  ceased,  and  had  not  returned  up  to  the 
time  of  last  hearing  from  the  patient.  He  had  used  the  American 
colpeurynter  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  premature  labor  ;  but  it  would 
not  accomplish  this  result,  and  he  had  to  resort  to  other  methods. 

Dr.  Hedenberg  said  that  he  had  used  the  American  instrument  suc- 
cessfully for  this  purpose.  The  patient  was  at  the  seventh  month  of 
pregnane}^,  and  the  operation  became  necessary  in  consequence  of 
excessive  nausea  and  vomiting. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Hoffendahl  for  his  paper  was  passed,  and 
a  copy  requested  for  publication  in  the  Gazette. 

THE    AMERICAN    INSTITUTE    OF    HOMOEOPATHY. 

We  had  hoped  to  give  in  this  number  of  the  Gazette  an  official  pro- 
gramme of  the  approaching  session  of  the  American  Institute.  But 
neither  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  nor  the  Executive  Committee 
have  fully  completed  their  arrangements  for  the  meeting.  We  can, 
therefore,  give  the  general  order  of  arrangements  only,  subject,  per- 
haps, to  some  changes. 

The  place  of  meeting  will  be  Horticultural  Hall,  Boston,  —  one  of 
the  finest  halls  in  the  country  for  the  purpose.  The  usual  pre- 
liminary meeting  will  be  held  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Gregg,  35  Howard 
Street,  on  Monday,  at  eight,  p.m.  The  Institute  will  convene  at  ten, 
A.M.,  of  Tuesday,  June  8,  and  hold  four  days.  The  usual  opening 
exercises,  together  with  the  election  of  officers,  and  the  reports  of  the 
Treasurer,  Secretary'',  Committee  on  Finance,  the  Auditing  Commit- 
tee, the  Committee  on  Credentials,  and  the  Censors  will  probably  oc- 
cupy the  first  morning.  On  the  first  afternoon,  reports  will  be  received 
from  the  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica,  and  the  Committees  on  Nomen- 
clature and  Pharmacy  and  on  a  Homoeopathic  Dispensator3\ 

The  second  morning  will  be  devoted  to  the  reports  and  discussion 
of  the  Bureau  of  Clinical  Medicine,  and  the  afternoon  to  Obstetrics 
and  Surgery. 

On  the  third  morning  Surgery  will  be  continued,  and  the  Bureau  of 
Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hygiene  will  report.  In  the  afternoon,  re- 
ports of  the  Bureau  of  Organization,  etc.,  and  of  the  Committees  on 
Medical  Education,  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  the  publicatiou  of 
a  Journal  will  be  considered. 

The  early  session  of  the  fourth  day  is  reserved  for  unfinished  busi- 
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ness,  new  business,  and  the  usual  exercises  preceding  adjournment. 
Tuesday  evening  has  been  assigned  to  Prof.  Ludlam's  Annual  Ad- 
dress, and  the  other  evenings  will  probably  be  occupied  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  will  contribute  to  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  the  members. 

THE   WESTERN    INSTITUTE    OF    HOMCEOPATHY 

Will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  on  Thurs- 
day and  Friday,  May  19th  and  20th,  1869.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  by  which  those  attending  the  meeting  who  have  passed  over  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  will  be  returned  free.  Over  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railwa}^,  between  Port  Huron  and  Detroit,  double-journey  tickets  will 
be  sold  at  single  fare  to  delegates. 

A  large  number  of  able  papers  is  expected,  and  the  meeting  will 
undoubtedly  be  one  of  the  most  interesting  which  the  Western  Insti- 
tute of  Homoeopathy^  has  ever  held.  We  hope  that  as  many  as  possible 
of  our  Eastern  friends  will  attend.  The  hearty  Western  welcome  given 
last  year  to  the  American  Institute  at  St.  Louis  will  not  soon  be  for- 
gotten. Michigan  will  not  be  behind  Missouri  in  hospitality.  Three 
weeks  later  the  American  Institute  will  assemble  in  Boston.  We 
have  the  promised  presence  of  a  large  number  of  Western  physicians, 
when  Massachusetts  will  be  happy  to  repay  its  social  indebtedness. 

THE    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY    OF    THE    STATE    OF    NEW    JERSEY 

Held  its  annual  meeting  at  Newark,  April  15, 1869.  Dr.  J.  J.  Youlin, 
of  Jersey  City,  the  President  of  the  Society,  occupied  the  chair.  An 
interesting  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Rockwith,  of  Newark,  on  the 
History  of  Disease.  Delegates  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  York, 
with  members  of  the  clergy,  were  present. 

At  one  o'clock  a  recess  of  two  hours  was  taken,  when  the  Society 
found  themselves  the  guests  of  the  Eastern  New  Jersey  Homoeopathic 
Medical  Society.  After  partaking  of  a  generous  collation,  speeches 
were  made  by  Drs.  D.  McNeil,  Hudson  City,  N.J. ;  E.  M.  Kellogg, 
New  York  ;  G.  W.  Richards,  Orange,  N.  J. ;  H.  D.  Paine,  New  York  ; 
R.  J.  McClatchey,  Philadelphia ;  and  by  Rev.  Dr.  Parker  and  R.  New- 
ton Crane,  Esq.,  of  Newark.  Dr.  Youlin  was  surprised  with  the 
present  of  a  silver  ice-pitcher,  and  responded  in  a  graceful  speech. 
The  occasion  was  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 

After  assembling  at  three  o'clock,  the  following  officers  for  the  en- 
suing year  were  elected :  President,  Dr.  J.  J.  Youlin,  Jersey  City ; 
Vice-Presidents,  Drs.  Frank  Nichols,  Hoboken,  R.  M.  Wilkinson,  Tren- 
ton, and  F.  B.  Mandeville,  Newark ;  Recording  Secretary,  Dr.  L. 
Dennis,  Newark ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  F.  A.  Rockwith, 
Newark ;  Treasurer,  Dr.  E.  C.  Webb,  Orange.  The  Board  of  Cen- 
sors, and  the  Bureaus  of  Practice,  Materia  Medica  and  Obstetrics  were 
elected.  Delegates  were  appointed  to  the  American  Institute  and 
various  State  Societies.  The  remainder  of  the  afternoon  was  occu- 
died  in  hearing  the  reports  of  the  various  Bureaus  of  Practice,  Materia 
Medica,  etc.  A  semi-annual  convention  was  ordered  to  meet  at  the 
call  of  the  Preside'nt  at  Jersey  City  in  conjunction  with  the  New 
York  State  Society, 
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In  the  evening,  the  President  of  the  Society,  Dr.  J.  J.  Yonlin,  de- 
livered the  annual  address.  His  subject  was  the  History  of  Medicine. 
Speaking  particularly  of  the  advance  of  homoeopathy  and  of  its  progress 
in  the  State,  he  said  that  ten  years  ago  there  were  only  ten  homoeopathic 
physicians  in  the  State,  and  there  are  now  one  hundred  and  fifty  ;  and 
that  one-third  of  the  wealth  of  the  State  is  in  the  hands  of  homoeopa- 
thists.  He  claimed  that,  as  homoeopathy  had  been  in  practice  for  over 
thirty  years,  it  was  now  firmly  established.  After  some  remarks  by  Dr. 
Mandeville,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

HOMOEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY    OF   KANSAS. 

The  following  homoeopathic  physicians,  fourteen  in  number,  met  at 
the  office  of  Drs.  Mayer  and  Edic,  at  Leavenworth,  April  14,  1869  : 
Drs.  Richard  Huson,  Samuel  K,  Huson,  W.  B.  Bolton,  B.  L.  Davis, 
C.  E.  McCallister,  J.  A.  Eubicon,  G.  H.  P.  Johnson,  Lewis  Grasmuck, 
William  G.  Hall,  Joseph  Feld,  R.  M.  Huntington,  —  Stockham,  Mar- 
tin Mayer  and  John  J.  Edic. 

Dr.  Richard  Huson  was  elected  President  of  the  meeting,  and  Dr. 
Edic,  Secretary.  Dr.  Mayer  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
he  supported  in  an  able  speech : 

Resolved^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  the  time  has  come 
when  the  cause  of  homoeopathy  demands  that  we  should  organize  our- 
selves into  a  State  society,  and  that  we  now  proceed  to  form  such  an 
association. 

This  resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  after  being  ably  advo- 
cated by  Drs.  Huson,  Grasmuck,  Stockham,  Rubicon  and  Edic,  and 
after  reading  letters  from  physicians  in  A^arious  parts  of  the  State 
fully  and  enthusiastically  indorsing  the  movement. 

A  constitution  was  drawn  up  and  adopted  article  b}''  article,  and 
the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  their  respective  offices  : 

President^  Richard  Huson,  M.D.,  of  Lawrence.  Vice-President^ 
James  A.  Rubicon,  M.D.,  of  Atchison.  Secretary  and  Treasurer^ 
Martin  Mayer,  M.D.,  of  Leavenworth.  Censors^  Lewis  Grasmuck, 
M.D.,  of  Weston  ;  B.  L.  Davis,  M.D.,  of  Fort  Scott ;  W.  B.  Bolton, 
M.D.,  of  Topeka;  R.  M.  Huntington,  M.D.,  of  Wyandotte  ;  John  J. 
Edic,  M.D.,  of  Leavenworth.  Orator^  C.  E.  McCallister,  M.D.,  of 
Manhattan.  Delegates  to  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy^  Martin 
Mayer,  M.D.,  of  Leavenworth ;  Samuel  K.  Huson,  M.D.,  of  Law- 
rence. 

The  Societ}^  then  adjourned  until  the  next  morning. 

On  re-assembling,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  obtain  a  charter 
from  the  next  legislature,  and  another  to  procure  a  seal.  The  So- 
ciety then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Lawrence  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
May,  1870. 

the     homoeopathic    medical     society    of    PENNSYLVANIA 

Will  hold  its  Annual  Session  for  1869  at  Wilkesbarre,  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednes  la}^.  May  18th  and  19th.  Delegates  from  other  societies 
are  expected  to  report. 

BusHROD  W.  James,  M.D., 

Recording  Secretary, 
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THE   MAINE   HOM(EOPATHIC   MEDICAL    SOCIETY 

Will  hold  its  third  annual  meeting  in  Bath,  at  the  office  of  W.  E. 
Payne,  M.D.,  on  Tuesday,  May  18,  at  half  past  one  o'clock,  p.m. 
The  Annual  Address  of  the  President  may  be  postponed  until  even- 
ing, and  the  public  invited.  Reports  are  to  be  presented  by  the 
Committees  on  Materia  Medica,  Clinical  Medicine  and  Surger3^,  and 
previously  assigned  papers  will  be  read. 

Free  return-tickets  will  be  furnished.  A  full  and  interesting  meet- 
ing is  expected,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  member  will  make 
an  extra  effort  to  be  present. 

Winthrop,  April  20,  1869.  C.  A.  Cochran,  Rec.  Sec, 


ITEMS  AND  EXTRACTS. 

Poisoning  by  Nicotine.  —  It  is  asserted  that  animals  poisoned  by 
nicotine  always  fall  down  on  the  righ^i  side. 

The  Therapeutic  Effects  of  Lupuline.  —  M.  Hetu  finds  that  the 
resin  of  hops,  in  the  dose  of  twenty  to  thirty  grains,  produces  often  an 
intense  headache  ;  sometimes  nausea,  and  even  slight  vertigo  ;  and 
always  a  state  of  insensibilit}^,  lasting  several  hours,  but  without  hal- 
lucinations such  as  hashish  causes.  Each  time  he  found  a  subsequent 
and  notable  increase  of  appetite. 

Crime-seed.  —  There  are  in  London  fully  100,000  children  destitute 
of  proper  parental  care. 

Summer  Course  in  St.  Louis.  —  A  special  course  of  summer  lectures 
has  been  instituted  in  St.  Louis.  It  began  March  22,  and  will  con- 
tinue till  June.  It  consists  of — Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Prof. 
Helmuth ;  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women,  by  Prof.  Comstock ; 
Practice  of  Medicine  and  Diseases  of  Children,  by  Prof.  Luyties  ; 
and  occasional  lectures  on  Chemistry  and  Toxicology  by  an  experi- 
enced and  practical  chemist,  with  clinical  instruction  at  the  Good 
Samaritan  Hospital.  Dr.  Helmuth's  first  lecture  of  this  course  will 
appear  in  the  Gazette  for  June. 
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Transactions  op  the  Twenty-first  Session  of  the  American  In- 
stitute OF  Homceopathy.  New  series.  Boston :  Alfred  Mudge 
&  Son.     1869.     8vo.     pp.  600. 

We  trust  it  is.  not  all  partiality  on  our  part,  nor  wholly  the 
result  of  our  laborious  study  upon  it  for  several  months,  which  leads 
us  to  think  that  this  volume  of  Transactions  exceeds,  not  only  in 
scope  but  in  importance,  any  other  which  the  Institute  has  published. 
Of  its  typographical  appearance  we  need  not  speak,  since  it  is  in  the 
best  style  of  a  well-known  Boston  firm. 

As  this  is  but  a  continuation,  in  sections,  of  the  new  series  com- 
menced last  year,  the  volumes  of  the  two  years  may  very  properly 
be  compared. 
NO.  v.— VOL.  rv.  18* 
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Section  I.,  Proceedings  and  Miscellaneous  Papers,  is  shorter  than 
last  year,  —  128  pages  instead  of  160.  The  carefully  prepared  and 
valuable  code  of  ethics  was  adopted  at  St.  Louis  just  as  it  had  been 
printed  the  year  previous,  and  now  stands  as  the  authoritative  guide 
in  professional  relations,  sanctioned  by  one  of  the,  largest  bodies  of 
medical  men  in  this  countr}^  The  study  of  it  cannot  fail  to  benefit 
our  3'ounger  physicians,  and  certainly  will  not  harm  their  seniors. 

The  Annual  Address,  by  H.  B.  Clarke,  M.D.,  is,  as  heretofore, 
semi-popular,  and  is  one  of  the  happiest  efiorts  of  its  kind.  The  list 
of  members,  which  is  larger  this  year  than  ever  before,  is  arranged 
by  States,  and  the  geographical  distribution  of  members  is  somewhat 
remarkable.  Thus  New  York  leads  the  list  with  163  ;  Pennsylvania 
follows  with  83  ;  Massachusetts  comes  next  with  79  and  Maine  has  16 
members ;  New  Hampshire  and  little  Rhode  Island  have  but  7  mem- 
bers each  ;  Vermont  has  but  3  members  ;  while  Connecticut,  with  a 
less  number  of  homoeopathic  physicians  by  16,  has  19  members; 
Illinois  has  39,  and  Ohio  38.  The  intervening  State  of  Indiana  has 
6  ;  Michigan  has  11  ;  Missouri,  18  ;  and  New  Jersey,  28.  South  o'f 
the  fatal  line  now  washed  out  with  blood,  Maryland  has  9  mem- 
bers ;  the  District  of  Columbia,  5.  Five  of  the  former  slave  States 
are  without  representation  in  the  Institute,  and  6  have  one  each. 
This  ceitainly  denotes  little  medical  advance  in  that  section. 

Of  course  this  enumeration  is  not  a  just  criterion  of  the  compara- 
tive prevalence  of  homoeopathy  in  these  various  States,  although,  to 
some  extent,  it  may  be  indicative  of  the  esprit  de  corps  pervading 
different  localities. 

The  Proceedings  were  fully  and  accurately  reported  by  Mr.  Charles 
E.  Weller  ;  and,  though  many  portions  might  have  been  omitted 
without  special  loss,  they  are  still  of  interest  to  the  profession.  The 
"woman  question"  dwindled  down  to  very  moderate  proportions, 
occupying  only  the  closing  moments  of  the  session;  while  the  ear- 
nest and  iiileresting  di^cusfcion  on  pathological  anatomy  better  em- 
ployed the  Institute.  We  cannot  but  hope  that  the  discussion  of 
reorganization,  which  for  the  past  four  j^ears  has  seemed  necessary 
to  infuse  new  life  into  the  Institute,  has  now  been  brought  to  a 
happy  close  ;  and  we  shall  be  disappointed  if  the  next  decade  shall 
not  exhibit  the  most  satisfactory  results  from  this  laborious  effort. 

Instead  of  coming  together  empt^^-banded  to  consult  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  as  to  what  is  to  he  done,  the  Institute  has  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  officers  ;  each  of  whom  has  had  some  work  assigned 
him  for  che  year,  which  he  is  expected  to  perform  for  the  good  of  the 
whole. 

The  six  different  bureaus  embrace  the  entire  range  of  medical  sub- 
jects, and  ever}^  pli3^sician,  whether  a  member  of  the  Institute  or  not, 
can  through  these  bureaus  contribute  to  the  profession  any  valuable 
observations  which  he  has  made. 

Sect.  11. ,  Materia  Medica,  contains  160  pages.  Dr.  Pa3nie  com- 
pletes his  proving  of  Lilium  tigrinum ;  Dr.  Wesselhoeft  furnishes  a 
thorough  proving  of  Iris  versicolor;  and  Dr.  Hale's  Ptelea  trifoliata 
contains  twenty-two  provings  of  this  American  shrub.     Dr.  William- 
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son's  paper  on  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Therapeutics  suggests 
several  points  of  practical  importance  to  the  profession.  Dr.  Bar- 
low's History  of  the  Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica  gives  an  interest- 
ing review  of  the  labors  of  some  our  most  eminent  investigators  in 
this  branch  of  medical  science. 

Sect.  III.,  Clinical  Medicine,  has  increased  from  50  pages  to 
94,  and  in  value  the  increase  is  even  greater.  Dr.  Wells's  paper  upon 
Pathological  Anatomy,  while  presenting  the  views  of  a  certain  portion 
of  our  school,  will  not  lessen  the  study  of  it  in  any  quarter.  The 
Suggestions  on  Hydrothorax,  by  Dr.  Gate,  will  be  read  with  interest, 
though  the  purists  will,  as  the  author  himself  has  done,  question  the 
orthodoxy  of  some  of  his  prescriptions. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  article  in  the  whole  book  that  will,  by  its  mat- 
ter or  manner,  do  more  to  raise  the  character  of  homoeopathy  than 
Dr.  Holcombe's  Yellow  Fever  in  New  Orleans  in  1867.  It  will  be 
perused  by  allopaths,  and,  we  trust,  not  without  some  enlightenment. 

Sect.  IV.,  Obstetrics,  though  the  smallest  in  the  book,  will  yet 
be  read  with  interest  b}^  every  practitioner.  The  article  on  Spasm 
and  Rigidity  of  the  Os  Uteri  shows  Dr.  Ludlam  to  be  alike  capable 
of  acute  observation  and  accurate  delineation. '  Dr.  Woodbury's  ex- 
perience in  the  occasional  intra-uterine  use  of  the  forceps  fully  accords 
with  our  own  ;  and  we  think  that  many  lives,  both  of  mother  and 
child,  might  have  been  saved  by  the  skilful  and  seasonable  applica- 
tion of  this  instrument  in  retarded  labor. 

Sect,  v.,  Surgery,  singularly  enough,  contains  the  same  number  of 
pages,  (forty),  and  the  same  number  of  articles  (eight),  as  last  year. 
They  are  all  short,  practical  and  valuable,  and  do  great  credit  to  this 
department  of  our  school. 

Sect.  VI.,  Organization,  etc.,  contains  reports  from  thirteen 
State  societies  (including  the  Western  Institute)  ;  twenty-two  county 
or  local  societies  ;  eleven  hospitals  ;  seventeen  dispensaries  ;  five  col- 
leges ;  and  ten  medical  journals.  These  reports,  though  necessarily 
much  condensed,  are  of  great  importance  in  showing  the  year's  work. 
We  hope  the  approaching  session  will  find  every  institution  under 
homoeopathic  care  properly  represented  and  reported. 

Lastly  the  new  Sect.  VII.,  the  joint  production  of  the  now  consolidated 
bureaus  of  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hygiene,  is  one  of  great  value. 
Dr.  Allen's  short  but  eminently  practical  paper  on  Anatomy  sharply 
contrasts  vvitli  the  psychical  character  of  Dr.  Frost's  paper  on  Physi- 
ology. Dr.  Dunham,  whose  writings  are  always  welcome  in  either 
hemisphere,  gives  us  a  very  elaborate  paper  on  the  Province  and  Med- 
ical Application  of  Hygiene.  Atmosphere  and  Water,  by  Dr.  Tirrell, 
and  Alcohol  as  a  Hj'gienic  Agent,  by  Dr.  Boyce,  will  attract  attention. 
The  book  closes  with  two  articles  by  Dr.  Chase,  upon  the  Forma- 
tion of  Sound  Teeth,  and  the  Shedding  of  Deciduous  Teeth. 

The  size  of  the  volume  is  increased  from  450  pages  to  600,  exactly 
one-tliird  ;  its  instrinsic  value  must  be  determined  by  the  profession 
at  large. 
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PERSONAL, 

Eemoval.  —  Giro  S.  Verdi,  M.D.,  from  Cleveland  to  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio. 
L.  SooK,  M.D.,  from  Steubenville  to  Newark,  Ohio. 

Married.  — In  New  York,  on  Wednesday,  April  14,  1867,  John  S.  Bassett, 
M.D.,  to  Miss  H.  V.  Civill,  both  of  New  York. 

Martin  Mayer,  M.D.,  of  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  sends  us  an  account  of  the 
organization  of  their  State  Society,  and  adds  : 

"  It  starts  into  active  life  under  the  most  flattering  circumstances.  It  has 
appointed  delegates  to  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  and  one  of  us 
will  travel  more  than  sixteen  hundred  miles  towards  the  rising  sun  to  assure 
our  brethren  that  we,  on  the  outposts  of  civilization,  are  planting  the  stand- 
ard of  homoeopathy  and  medical  progress  firmly  upon  our  mountains  and 
our  prairies." 

W.  R.  Reud,  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  six  of  whom  honorable  mention 
was  made  for  the  excellence  of  their  theses  at  the  recent  commencement  of 
the  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  appeared  in  our  last  number  incorrectly,  as 
W.  B.  Reed, 
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The  following  exchanges  for  April : 

The  Hahnemannian  Monthly;  Philadelphia.  The  American  Journal  of 
Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica  (for  March)  ;  Philadelphia.  The  Homoeopathic 
Quarterly;  Buflalo.  The  Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter;  Cleveland. 
The  United  States  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal;  Chicago.  The  Medical  In- 
vestigator; Chicago.  The  American  Hon. oeopathic  Observer ;  Detroit.  The 
Western  Homoeopathic  Observer;  St.  Louis.  El  Criterio  Medico;  Madrid, 
Spain.  Bibliotheque  Homoeopathique ;  Paris.  The  Boston  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal.  The  Medical  Record;  New  York.  The  Medical  Gazette  ;  New 
York,  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery;  Nashville,  Tenn.  The 
Missouri  Dental  Journal;  St.  Louis.  The  Leavenworth  Medical  Herald;  Leav- 
enworth, Kansas.  The  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal;  San  Francisco, 
Cal.  Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry.  Our  Dumb  Animals;  Boston.  The  Lit- 
tle Wanderers' Advocate  ;  Boston.  The  Monthly  Record  of  the  Five-Points 
House  of  Industry ;  New  York,  Littell's  Living  Age ;  Boston.  Every  Satur- 
day; Boston.     Cincinnati  Times. 

Also  the  following : 

Digestion  and  its  Disorders;  F.  W.  Pavy,  M.D.,  F.R.S. ;  Philadelphia, 
Henry  C.  Lea.  Proceedings  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Ohio; 
Fourth  Annual  Session,  Held  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  June  8,  1868.  Report  on  the 
Yellow  Fever  of  1867;  by  William  H.  Holcombe,  M.D.,  of  New  Orleans,  La. 
Code  of  Medical  Ethics,  adopted  by  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy 
at  its  Twenty-first  Session,  held  in  St.  Louis,  June,  1868.  A  Brief  History  of 
the  Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica,  by  Prof.  S.  B.  Barlow,  M  D.,  of  New  York. 
Homoeopathy  and  its  Practitioners  in  Chester  County,  Pa. ;  J.  E.  Jones,  M.D., 
West  Chester,  Pa.  A  Contribution  to  the  Study  of  Human  Milk,  by  Prof.  T. 
F.  Allen,  A.M.,  M.D.,  New  York.  Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Directors  of  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  for  the  Year  1868 ;  New 
York. 
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Hawks,  John,  M.D.,  20  Jefferson  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Hawley,  Wra.  A.,  M.D.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Hay  ward,  Abner,  M.D.,  Romeo,  Macomb  County,  Mich. 

Hayward,  Jos.  W.,  M.D.,  Taunton,  Mass. 

Hazelton,  H.  J.,  M.D.,  Barnet,  Vt. 

Heath,  Edwin  Ruthven,  M.D.,  Wyandotte,  Kansas. 

Heaton,  James  G.,  M.D.,  Alliance,  Stark  County,  Ohio. 

Hedges,  Samuel  P.,  M.D.,  774  Sedgwick  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

Hedges,  William  Luther,  M.D.,  Girard,  Macoupin  County,  111. 

Hemenway,  HoiiaceP.,  M.D.,  East  Somerville,  Mass. 

Hering,  Constantine,  M.D.,  112  N.  12  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Hewitt,  Thomas,  M.D.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Hibbard,  G.  C,  M.D.,  Mt.  Morrisr Livingston  County,  N.  Y, 

Higbee,  John  L.,  M.D.,  Sullivan,  Ind. 

Hill,  Charles  Judson,  M.D.,  Utica,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 

Hindman,  David  R.,  M.D.,  Marion,  Linn  County,  Iowa. 

Hinds,  William  H.  W.,  M.D.,  Milford,  N.  H. 

Hinkley,  Alonzo  S.,  M.D.,  Buffalo,  Erie  County,  N.  Y. 

HiNKS,  E.  Franklin,  M.D.,  Thomaston,  Me. 

Hippax,  John  K.,  M.D.,  Wheaton,  Du  Page  County,  111. 

Hobson,  Joe  V.,  M.D.,  Richmond,  Va. 

Hocking,  Wm.  E.,  M.D.,  Washington  Heights,  New  York  city. 

Hoffendahl,  H.  L.  H.,  M.D.,  25  Somerset  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

HoFMANN,  Ernst  F.,  M.D.,  40  E.  20  Street,  New  York  city. 

Holbrook,  Leverett  H.,  M.D.,  149  Park  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

HoLCOMB,  N.  Webster,  M.D.,  Simsbury,  Hartford  County,  Conn. 

HoLCOMBE,  Wm.  Henry,  M.D.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Holden,  Austin  W.,  M.D.,  Glen's  Falls,  N.  Y, 

Holland,  Horatio  N.,  M.D.,  Jeffersonville,  Ind. 

Hollett,  Peter  S.,  M.D.,  Sonora,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y, 

Holt,  Daniel,  M.D.,  Lowell,  Mass, 

Holt,  Henry,  M.D.,  Green  Point,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Hornby,  John,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

Horton,  Alonzo  Edward,  M.D.,  East  Poultuey,  Vt. 

Horton,  Herman  B.,  M.D.,  Kinderhook,  Columbia  County,  N.  Y, 

HoTCHKiss,  Jesse  T.,  M.D.,  Monroe,  Orange  County,  N.  Y. 

Houghton,  Henry  C.,  M.D.,  3  East  Thirty- third  Street,  New  York  city. 

Houghton,  J.  S.,  M.D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

House,  Robert  B.,  M.D.,  Brooklyn,  Jackson  County,  Mich. 

Hoyne,  Temple  Stoughton,  M.D.,  711  Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

Hoyt,  Wra.  Henry,  M.D.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Hubinger,  John  A.,  M.D.,  Sandusky  City,  Ohio, 

Huebener,  O.  T.,  M.D.,  Litiz,  Lancaster  County,  Pa. 

Hulst,  Peter  H.,  M.D.,  Schuylerville,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y. 

Humphrey,  Daniel,  M.D.,  Lawrence,  Essex  County,  Mass. 

Humphrey,  Otis  M.,  M.D.,  496  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Hunt,  Franklin  W.,  M.D.,  107  West  Thirty-sixth  Street,  New  York  city. 

Hunt,  Henry  F.,  M.D.,  331  Market  Street,  Camden,  N.  J. 

Hunt,  Samuel  Pierre,  M.D.,  Augusta,  Richmond  County,  Ga. 

Hunt,  William  H.,  M.D.,  Covington,  Ky, 

Hunter,  Horatio  M.,  M.D.,  St.  Johnsbury,  Caledonia  County,  Yt, 

Hunter,  William,  M.D.,  Blairsville,  Indiana  County,  Pa. 

Hunting,  Nelson,  M.D.,  Lincoln,  III. 

Hurd,  Edwin  Henry,  M.D.,  Rochester,  Monroe  County,  N,  Y, 

Huson,  Richard,  M.D.,  Lawrence,  Douglas  County,  Kas. 

Huson,  Samuel  K.,  M.D.,  Lawrence,  Douglas  County,  Kas, 

Hutchins,  Harvey,  M  D.,  Batavia,  N.  Y. 

Hutchins,  Horace  S.,  M.D.,  Batavia,  N.  Y.  '       ^  ' 

Hutchinson,  James  B.,  M.D,,  Madison,  Ind. 
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Hyde,  James  R.,  M.D.,  Eaton  Eapids,  Eaton  County,  Mich. 

IxGALLS,  Ekederic  W.,  M.D.,  Kingston.  Ulster  County,  X.  Y. 

Ingraham,  Edward  Henry,  M.D.,  Marseilles,  La  Salle  County,  111. 

Jackson,  Henry  H.,  M.D.,  Painesville,  Lake  County,  Ohio. 

Jackson,  Mercy  B,,  M.D.,  681  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Jaeger,  Christopher  A.,  M.D.,  Elgin,  111. 

James,  Bushrod  TV.,  M.D.,  1821  Green  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

James,  Wilmer,  M.D.,  Newville,  Cumberland  County,  Pa. 

Jefferds,  Geo.  P.,  M.D.,  Bangor,  Me., 

Jernegan,  Holmes  M.,  M.D.,   New  York  city. 

Jewett,  John  R.,  M.D.,  Lyons,  Ionia  County,  ^Mich. 

Jewett,  William  E.,  M.D.,  Constantine,  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich. 

Johnson,  Irving  W.,  M.D.,  Peoria.  111. 

Johnson,  William  S.,  M.D.,  Hyde  Park,  Cook  County,  111. 

Jones,  Daniel  Lee,  M.D.,  Bradford,  Vt. 

Jones,  E.  Darwin,  M.D.,  Albany,  N.Y. 

Jones,  Elijah,  U.,  M.D.,  Taunton,  Mass. 

Jones,  Gains  J.,  Liverpool,  Medina  County,  Ohio. 

Jones,  Julian  Henry,  M.D.,  Bradford,  Vt. 

Jones,  Leonidas  M.,  M.D.,  Brooklyn,  Jackson  County,  Mich. 

Jones,  Stephen  D.,  M.D.,  Richmond,  Wayne  County,  Ind. 

Jones,  Wm.  H.,  Petersburg,  111. 

JoSLix,  Benjamin  E.,  M.D.,  50  West  Twenty-ninth  Street,  New  York  city. 
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THE  INSTITUTES  OF  MEDICINE. 

ABSTRACT  OF  A  LECTURE  BY    PROF.   WM.   TOD  HELMUTH,   M.D.,   ST.   LOUIS. 

Reported  by  Ambrose  Everett. 

The  Institutes  of  Medicine  are  limited  strictly  to  three  branches, 
—  Physiology,  Pathology  and  Therapeutics.  In  a  wider  range  there 
may  be  included  with  these  not  only  whatever  relates  to  the  cure 
of  the  sick,  but  also  all  facts  which  have  a  close  relationship  with 
the  phenomena  of  health  as  well  as  of  disease :  for  a  knowledge  of 
every  such  fact  is  of  service  in  forming  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
nature  and  relative  importance  of  morbid  symptoms,  and  in  devising 
means  for  their  removal. 

Our  notice  of  Physiology  must  be  limited  to  an  outline  only, 
together  with  a  mere  enumeration  of  some  general  facts  which  are 
accepted  by  the  most  enlightened  authorities ;  and  we,  believers  in 
the  great  principle  of  similia  similibus  curantur,  are  the  more  grati- 
fied to  discover  that,  as  we  advance  in  these  branches  of  science, 
we  find  more  and  more  to  confirm  the  views  which  we  advocate. 
We  are  able  to  trace  in  physiology  and  pathology  the  operation  of 
the  law  of  homoeopathy,  and  understand  why  the  infinitesimal 
doses  which  we  use  serve  to  remove  disease. 

If  the  eminent  masters  in  these  departments  could  divest  them- 
selves of  their  preconceived  notions,  and  examine  without  prejudice 
the  law  which  was  discovered,  established,  and  applied  by  the  illus- 
trious Hahnemann,  they  would  receive  it  with  admiration,  and 
acknowledge  it  with  thankfulness. 

By  Physiology  is  meant  the  phenomena  of  health,^ —  those  pre- 
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sented  in  the  healthy  performance  of  the  functions  of  the  human 
organism.     In  other  words^  it  is  the  science  of  life. 

Pathology  signifies  a  deviation  from  such  healthy  performance ; 
it  means  the  phenomena  of  disease. 

Pathological  Physiology  includes  Etiology,  or  the  doctrine  of 
the  causes  of  disease. 

By  Semeiology  or  Semiotics  is  understood  the  signs  or  symptoms 
of  disease. 

Such  signs  as  precede  the  disease  are  called  prodromic,  such  as 
accompany  the  disease,  diagnostic j  and  those  from  which  an  opin- 
ion is  formed  of  the  probable  duration  or  termination  of  the  dis- 
ease, prognostic,  signs. 

By  Therapeutics  is  understood  the  application  of  means  for  the 
removal  of  pathological  conditions,  with  a  view  to  the  restoration 
of  health. 

In  contemplating  the  animal  organism,  we  are  forcibly  impressed 
with  its  apparent  complexity,  and  with  the  mystery  of  its  modus 
operandi.  In  all  its  phenomena,  a  formative  principle  and  a  unity 
of  design  are  strikingly  manifest. 

A  vital  or  governing  principle  has  always  been  recognized.  It 
is  the  foundation  of  the  changes  which  organic  beings  undergo.  In 
popular  language,  its  synonyme  is  life.  Of  the  nature  of  this 
power  various  opinions  have  been  entertained.  Even  those  who 
would  deny  its  existence,  unconsciously  admit  it  to  be  a  reality, 
generically  distinct  from  everything  with  which  they  would  con- 
found it. 

This  principle  was,  by  Paracelsus,  called  sidereal  spirit ;  by 
Yan  Helmont,  arcticecis  ;  by  Stahl,  rational  soul ;  and  by  Haller, 
the  vis  inerticB  or  nervcea.  By  Providential  arrangement,  a 
knowledge  of  its  nature  is  not  necessary  for  practical  purposes. 

Physiologists  are  of  three  schools ;  viz,  the  Yital,  Chemico-vital, 
and  Chemical. 

The  Chemical  sect  explain  the  functions  of  life  as  they  do  the 
processes  of  inorganic  matter,  and  believe  both  to  be  governed 
by  the  same  laws. 

The  school  of  Vitalism  believes  that  the  laws  which  govern  or- 
ganic and  inorganic  matter  are  entirely  distinct,  and  that  organic 
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compounds  differ  from  inorganic  in  elementary  constitution,  struc- 
tural arrangement,  combination  of  atoms,  and  in  all  their  phe- 
nomena. 

The  vital  principle  belongs  to  the  vegetable  as  well  as  to  the 
animal  world.  It  cannot  be  evolved  or  generated  by  inert  matter ; 
but,  while  plants  combine  the  elements  of  inorganic  matter  into 
organic  compounds  under  the  guidance  of  the  vital  principle,  ani- 
mals ,can  only  appropriate  organic  compounds. 

The  actions  of  the  vital  force  are  the  fundamental  causes  of  the 
phenomena  of  health  and  disease.  These  conditions,  as  has  already 
been  observed,  depend  on  various  causes,  many  of  which  contribute 
to  morbid  action.  As  each  part  of  the  body  has  its  definite  pecu- 
liarities, these  differences  will  explain  the  innumerable  modifica- 
tions of  disease. 

The  influence  of  noxious  causes  is  constantly  resisted  by  the  vital 
principle ;  and,  when  this  principle  is  altogether  withdrawn,  a  rapid 
destruction  and  decomposition  ensue.  When  an  individual  of  any 
species  is  in  health,  the  organic  compounds  in  any  given  part  are 
always  the  same  at  each  stage  of  existence.  They  are  susceptible 
of  modifications  in  accordance  with  difference  of  part,  and  at  such 
different  stages. 

From  the  structure  of  the  human  tissues  and  organs,  no  idea  can 
be  formed  of  their  vital  qualities  or  functions ;  nor  can  the  revela- 
tions of  the  most  powerful  microscope  add  to  our  knowledge  on 
this  point.  Yet  we  can  understand  how  certain  results  follow  from 
peculiar  modes  of  construction  of  certain  organs,  as,  for  example, 
that  certain  ends  are  attained  by  the  mechanism  of  the  eye,  or 
by  the  position  of  the  valves  of  the  heart. 

Organic  structure  consists  mainly  of  tispues :  of  these,  a  cellular 
arrangement  is  a  distinguishing  character.  Bichat  classified  the 
tissues  into  cellular,  nervous,  muscular,  vascular,  osseous,  fibrous, 
erectile,  mucous,  serous,  synovial,  glandular,  and  epidermous  or 
corneous.     These  tissues  differ  in  structure  as  well  as  in  function. 

Yital  actions  are  closely  connected  with  the  nervous  systems; 
and,  although  we  often  hear  of  the  term,  nervous  system,  applied  to 
the  brain  and  the  spinal  cord  and  the  nerves  proceeding  from  them, 
there  is  another  distinct  system  of  nerves,  not  under  the  control  of 
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the  will,  nor  cognizant  of  pain.  This  latter  system  plays  the 
most  important  part  in  disease.  It  is  called  organic,  because  it 
regulates  the  organization  of  parts ;  or  nutritive,  as  presiding  over 
organs  necessary  to  the  nutrition  of  the  body ;  visceral,  as  being 
"intimately  connected  with  the  viscera;  and  ganglionic,  from  the 
many  knots  or  ganglions  occurring  in  its  course.  It  is  also  denomi- 
nated trisplanchnic,  because  it  is  distributed  to  the  organs  in  the 
three  great  splanchnic  cavities,  —  the  head,  chest  and  abdomen.  It 
is  also  called  the  gTcat  sympathetic  nerve,  because  it  establishes  a 
sympathy  between  the  different  nerves  of  animal  life.  It  passes 
along  the  side  of  the  spine  to  the  lower  part  of  the  trunk,  commu- 
nicating by  a  branch  with  each  of  the  thirty  pairs  of  spinal  nerves, 
and  with  several  of  the  cerebral  nerves,  and  also  sending  branches 
in  every  direction. 

Now,  although  this  nerve  communicates  with  the  brain  and  spinal 
marrow,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  under  their  influence.  And  these 
two  sets  of  nerves  mark  the  duplex  constitution  of  the  human 
frame  into  vegetative  or  organic  life  and  animal  life.  By  animal 
life  is  understood  those  actions  of  the  body  by  which  connection  is 
had  with  the  external  world.  It  therefore  embraces  the  organs  of 
sense,  which  are  not  necessarily  indispensable  to  the  existence  of 
the  individual ;  while  the  contrary  holds  true  in  relation  to  the 
organs  of  organic  or  vegetative  life,  —  those  concerned  in  nutrition 
(including  circulation  and  respiration),  and  those  for  reproduction. 

These  organic  nerves  are  found  in  every  blood-vessel,  and  there- 
fore in  every  part  of  the  body.  Their  invariable  association  with 
the  nutritive  vessels  called  capillaries  plainly  indicates  an  impor- 
tant duty  to  be  performed  by  them,  —  the  exercise  of  irritability. 
They  are  to  receive,  and  react  upon,  impressions  made  by  anything 
either  within  or  without  the  body.  This  quality,  however,  of  the 
animal  organism  must  not  be  confounded  with  sensibility,  which 
latter  exists  only  in  the  nerves  of  the  brain  and  vertebral  column. 

Irritability,  nevertheless,  must  be  the  exciting  cause  of  sensi- 
bility ;  or,  rather,  must  precede  it.  This  is  well  explained  by  a 
talented  writer  thus :  "  The  brain  is  composed  of  matter  deposited 
from  the  blood-vessels,  and  they  are  regulated  in  the  manner  and 
quality  of  their  deposits  by  the   amount   and  character  of  their 
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irritability;  therefore,  if  the  irritability  be  acted  on  vehemently  (as 
in  giving  stimulants),  the  action  of  the  blood-vessels  —  otherwise 
called  their  irritation  —  is  vehement  also,  and  they  deposit  a  more 
than  usual  amount  of  brain-matter  which  possesses  the  property  of 
sensibility;  and  in  this  way  augmented  sensation  is  begotten." 
It  is  important  to  bear  this  in  mind,  especially  in  connection  with 
chronic  disease.  Irritation  precedes  sensation;  sensation  is  built 
upon  irritation. 

Excessive  cold,  or  any  cause  of  disease  whatever,  makes  its  first 
impression  upon  that  system  of  nerves  which  controls  the  capillary 
blood-vessels.  These  nerves  are  branches  from  the  ganglia  in 
some  central  portion  of  the  body. 

.  The  first  effect  upon  the  capillaries  is  to  occasion  their  contrac- 
tion, or  a  diminution  in  diameter.  This  effort  at  resistance  must 
be  succeeded  by  lassitude  or  debility,  the  consequence  of  which  is 
a  dilated  or  relaxed  condition  of  the  vessels.  In  their  endeavor 
to  resist  the  morbid  influence,  the  blood  must  be  expelled  from  its 
containing  vessels ;  and,  in  their  secondary  conditioa  of  relaxation, 
it  must  again  flow  into  them,  their  calibres  being  increased. 

Now,  it  is  believed  that  such  a  series  of  changes  may  occur  in 
every  phase  and  kind  of  disease.  From  the  long  continuance  of 
disease,  the  irritability  may  be  entirely  lost;  or,  in  consequence 
of  the  relationship  existing  between  all  parts  of  the  body,  other 
irritations  are  established.  For  example,  in  chronic  gastritis,  the 
head  sympathizes,  and  the  symptoms  of  cerebral  disturbance  will 
vary  according  to  the  shorter  or  longer  duration  of  the  gastric 
affection. 

It  is  all-important,  therefore,  to  know  how  disease  may  be  ex- 
tended and  vary  itself  by  sympathy  of  one  part  with  another.  The 
extension  may  either  be  occasional  or  permanent.  Thus  chronic 
irritation  of  the  stomach  or  liver  may  produce  occasional  flushing 
of  the  face  and  pain  in  the  head.  The  recurrence  of  the  symp- 
toms may  become  more  and  more  frequent  until  the  brain  becomes 
permanently  affected. 

But  disease  may  extend  and  fix  itself  without  the  operation  of 
animal  sensation,  and  without  the  exhibition  of  pain.  A  chronic 
irritation  of  the  digestive  apparatus  may  occasion  an  increased 
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discharge  from  an  external  ulcer,  without  any  increase  of  pain. 
An  irritation  of  the  stomach  may  act  steadily  and  slowly  upon  the 
brain,  and  produce  a  morbid  change  of  structure,  of  which  the 
patient  may  be  unconscious,  —  the  fact  only  being  revealed  by 
autopsy,  after  a  sudden  death.  These  facts  have  an  important 
bearing  on  diagnosis,  prognosis,  and  treatment  of  disease,  and 
should  never  be  overlooked. 

Although  it  is  thus  seen  that  distinct  functions  appertain  to  animal 
and  organic  life,  yet  a  concert  of  action  is  necessary  to  attain  the 
ultimate  ends  of  their  Creator;  hence  the  sympathies  which  exist 
between  the  different  parts  of  the  organism,  the  distinct  functions 
of  the  two  classes  of  life  (animal  and  organic)  may  be  separately 
actuated,  but  still  they  co-operate  and  are  bound  together  by  an 
inseparable  union. 

Disease  is  propagated  most  readily  from  the  animal  organs  to 
the  organic  viscera  and  inversely,  but  less  readily  from  the  latter 
to  the  former.  In  this  latter  arrangement,  a  wise  provision  of 
Providence  will  be  noticed,*  viz,  that,  for  the  well-being  of  the 
organs  of  animal  life,  they  are  possessed  of  the  ability  speedily 
to  signify  their  condition  to  those  parts  upon  which  they  are  de- 
pendent ;  while  the  structures  belonging  more  especially  to  organic 
life  are  more  independent  in  their  condition,  and  have  a  less  im- 
mediate relationship  to  those  of  animal  life.  Yet  the  influence  of 
medicine  is  most  strongly  and  promptly  perceived  in  its  extension, 
from  those  parts  belonging  to  organic  to  those  of  animal  life. 

Between  all  these  organs,  whether  of  animal  or  organic  life,  what 
are  called  sympathies  exist,  or  impressions  of  some  kind  or  other 
are  communicated  from  one  to  other  parts  of  the  body.  A  knowl- 
edge of  these  symptoms  must  be  attentively  studied  with  a  view  to 
prognosis,  diagnosis,  and  therapeutics.  Such  knowledge  enables 
the  physician  to  attach  to  each  symptom  its  proper  degree  of  im- 
portance; to  discriminate  those  of  minor  from  those  of  greater 
magnitude,  and  those  which  are  primary  from  those  which  are 
secondary,  or  the  idiopathic  from  the  symptomatic.  To  the 
homoeopathic  practitioner,  who  prescribes  upon  a  principle  which 
requires  a  critical  acquaintance  with  symptoms,  such  knowledge  is 
of  the  highest  necessity. 
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For  suppose  there  be  a  group  of  symptoms^  to  meet  which  some 
three  or  four  medicines  appear  to  be  so  nearly  adapted  that  a 
doubt  exists  as  to  the  choice,  an  acquaintance  with  the  morbid  and 
healthy  sympathies  of  different  parts  will  materially  assist  the 
physician  to  eliminate  the  symptoms  of  minor  import,  and  select 
the  most  appropriate  medicine. 

The  phenomena  of  sympathies  are  infinite  and  complex.  Mor- 
bid causes,  acting  at  a  distance  from  nervous  centres,  disturb  them, 
and  occasion  derangements  which  differ  according  to  the  nature,  as 
well  as  the  violence,  of  the  perturbating  causes. 

Sympathies  which  exist  throughout  the  entire  body  are  not 
so  apparent  when  all  the  parts  (as  in  a  state  of  health)  are  acting 
harmoniously.  But  they  vividly  manifest  themselves  when  that 
normal  equilibrium  is  disturbed  by  a  hurtful  cause.  Morbid 
impressions  communicate  a  disturbed  action  from  the  part  first 
affected  to  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  from  whence  unnatural  condi- 
tions are  excited  in  other  parts  through  the  medium  of  nervous 
power. 

The  function  of  sympathy,  though  belonging  to  animal  life,  is 
more  important  in  its  relationship  with  organic  life;  and  the 
organic  functions  are  dependent  upon  its  proper  performance. 
The  result  of  its  irregular  performance  must  be  disease. 

The  means  by  which  sympathetic  actions  are  accomplished  has 
been  attributed  by  different  physiologists  to  different  tissues,  —  the 
cellular  tissue,  the  blood-vessels,  the  membranes,  and  the  nerves. 
Some  have  supposed  all  the  parts  mentioned  participate,  while 
others  have  imagined  that  sympathy  acts  altogether  independently 
of  such  connections. 

But  the  nerves  of  organic  as  well  as  of  animal  life  appear  to 
be,  in  most  instances,  the  means  by  or  through  which  these  sympa- 
thetic actions  are  effected ;  and  whatever  disturbs  one  of  these  two 
nervous  systems  disturbs  the  other,  and,  as  has  been  observed 
already,  upon  the  nature  and  force  of  these  disturbing  causes  will 
depend  the  character  and  kind  of  sympathy  displayed. 

Several  kinds  or  varieties  of  sympathies  are  recognized.  One 
is  remote  sympathy,  which  signifies  the  transmission  of  impressions 
of  whatever  kind  to  distant  parts.      An  example  of  this  kind  is 
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exhibited  in  pregnancy,  wlien  the  uterus  affects  the  stomach  and 
the  mammse.  So,  toO;  hepatic  disease  causes  pain  in  the  right 
shoulder. 

Secondly,  we  have  continuous  sympathy.  This  variety  belongs 
to  vegetables  as  well  as  animals ;  it  may  be  produced  independ- 
ently of  nervous  influence.  The  impressions  are  extended  with- 
out interruption  to  parts  continuous  with  the  point  of  impression. 
The  contractions  and  dilatations  of  blood-vessels  are  an  exam- 
ple of  this  variety  of  sympathy.  They  are  effected  by  the  fibres 
of  the  middle  coat  of  the  blood-vessels.  Without  this  independ- 
ent power,  it  would  be  impracticable  for  the  veins  to  permit  the 
passage  of  extra  quantities  of  blood,  when  thrown  upon  them  in 
unusual  volume  from  some  disturbance  of  the  arterial  system. 

Instances  of  continuous  sympathy  are  found  in  dentition,  between 
the  gums  and  the  intestinal  canal.  It  is  because  the  mucous 
membrane  is  continuous  from  the  gums  to  the  rectum.  Nausea 
from  the  smell  or  taste  of  disagreeable  substances  is  another 
instance  due  to  the  same  reason.  So  the  itching  of  the  nose  or 
anus  is  often  indicative  of  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  stomach  or  intestines. 

Continuous  sympathy  holds  an  important  relation  to  the 
progress  of  disease  and  its  treatment.  Those  tissues  which  have  a 
similar  vital  constitution  most  readily  sympathize  with  each  other ; 
and,  although  the  secondary  disease  is  generally  similar  in  charac- 
ter to  the  primary,  it  is  not  necessarily  so. 

The  structures  most  liable  to  take  on  inflammation  are  the  mu- 
cous, venous,  cellular,  serous,  ligamentous,  dermoid,  lymphatic, 
nervous,  synovial,  osseous,  muscular  and  arterial. 

It  would  be  an  interesting  study  to  take  up  each  one  of  these 
various  structures,  and  examine  the  relative  liability  of  each  to 
yield  to  the  assaults  of  morbific  agencies,  and  also  the  order  in 
which  a  disturbance  in  each  one  is  transmitted  to  others  by  sym- 
pathy. It  is  only  after  such  a  study  that  the  language  of  symp- 
toms can  be  rightly  interpreted  by  the  physician. 
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GLAUCOMA,     WITH     SUBSEQUENT    DEVELOPMENT     OF 
CATARACT— SUCCESSFUL  OPERATIONS. 

BY  H.   C.  ANGELL,   M.D.,   BOSTON. 

Mr.  J.  M.,  of  Nantucket;  first  consulted  me  on  April  4,  1868. 
He  had  lost  bis  right  eje  some  twelve  years  before  from  an  inflam- 
matory affection  which;  from  his  history  of  the  case  and  the  present 
appearance  of  the  remains  of  the  eye,  I  had  no  doubt  was  glaucoma. 
This  disease  always  attacks  one  eye  first,  but  very  rarely  confines 
itself  to  that  eye  alone.  Sometimes  only  a  few  days  or  hours  in- 
tervene before  the  affection  becomes  binocular;  but  often  months 
and  years  elapse  before  the  development  of  the  affection  in  the 
second  eye.  Mr.  M.  now  complained  of  attacks  of  pain  and  blind- 
ness in  his  remaining  eye,  and  I  saw  at  a  glance  that  this  was  also 
a  glaucomatous  inflammation.  He  was  just  ov*er  one  of  the  par- 
oxysmal attacks  peculiar  to  this  affection;  and  was  alarmed  that  his 
clouded  vision  did  not  leave  him  as  usual;  on  the  subsidence  of  his 
acute  symptoms.  The  eye  appeared  slightly  dull;  the  iris  a  little 
sluggish;  and  the  ocular  conjunctiva  a  trifle  congested.  Tension 
(hardness)  of  the  globe  slightly  increased.  Ophthalmoscopic 
symptoms  negative;  from  a  clouded  condition  of  the  media;  probably 
the  aqueous  humor.  Vision  quite  indistinct.  He  could  merely  read 
large  print  very  near  the  eye,  with  convex  glasses  of  eight-inch 
focus.  Being  only  fifty-five  years  old;  and  wearing  glasses  of  so  high 
magnifying  power;  both  in  and  out  of  doors,  I  inferred  that  the 
eye  was  hypermetropic;  as  is  very  often  the  case  in  glaucomatous 
diseases.  An  uncomfortable  feeling  in  the  eye,  and  a  dull  pain  in 
the  supraorbital  region,  with  the  loss  of  acute  visual  power;  consti- 
tuted the  subjective  symptoms.  His  general  health  was  fair;  though 
not  quite  as  good;  he  thought;  as  formerly.  I  explained  briefly  to 
him  the  nature  and  probable  cause  of  his  disease;  and  informed 
him  that,  in  my  opinion,  his  safety  lay  in  submitting  to  the  opera- 
tion of  iridectomy  j  and,  as  he  had  but  one  eye,  it  was  the  more 
necessary  to  have  the  operation  done  at  once,  in  order  to  make  a 
successful  result  as  certain  as  possible.  He  left  me,  and,  as  I 
afterwards  learned,  consulted  one  or  two  other  oculists  in  Boston,, 
who  made  a  similar  diagnosis,  and  gave  him  the  same  advice*    A 
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few  days  later  I  was  requested  to  perform  the  operation  in  New 
Bedford.  I  had  the  excellent  assistance  of  Dr.  Clarke  and  Dr. 
Sisson,  of  that  city  j  and,  after  thoroughly  narcotizing  the  patient  with 
ether,  a  large  iridectomy  was  made.  The  operation  and  con- 
valescence were  most  remarkable  in  many  respects.  No  pain  in  or 
about  the  eye  has  since  been  experienced  by  the  patient ;  and,  when 
he  called  on  me  a  month  later,  he  could  read  large  print.  Two 
months  afterwards  he  could  read  print  smaller  than  is  used  for  this 
page  with  fluency.  His  hypermetropy  was  neutralized  by  a  convex 
glass  of  six-inch  focus. 

In  the  month  of  August  following,  to  my  surprise,  I  received  a 
letter  from  Mrs.  M.  relating  the  failure  of  her  husband's  sight 
again,  and  expressing  her  intention  of  bringing  him  to  consult  me 
once  more.  He  came,  August  26,  1868,  when  I  found  incipient* 
cataract.  The  progress  of  the  opacity  had  been  unusually  rapid. 
He  could  scarcely  see  sufficiently  well  to  avoid  articles  of  furniture 
in  passing  through  a  room.  The  cataract  was  apparently  of  the 
usual  senile  form,  developed  most  towards  the  outer  side,  where  the 
iridectomy  had  been  made.  I  am  positive  that  no  wound  of  the 
capsule  of  the  lens  occurred  during  the  operation  for  iridectomy,  and 
that  no  shock  to  the  eye  could  have  happened  from  the  too  rapid 
withdrawal  of  the  knife  from  the  corneal  incision.  Speculating  as 
to  the  cause,  however,  was  now  of  no  avail ;  here  was  the  case,  and 
what  was  to  be  done  with  it  ?  I  confess  that  the  prospect  of 
operating  upon  a  glaucomatous  eye  for  the  removal  of  cataract,  and 
upon  the  only  eye,  too,  was  not  inviting.  The  prognosis  was  un- 
favorable. As  the  cataract,  however,  was  still  too  imperfectly  de- 
veloped for  removal,  and  probably  would  be  so  for  many  months  to 
come,  I  saw  no  reason  for  definitely  determining  whether  or  not  to 
operate.  This  could  be  settled  when  the  cataract  had  ripened.  1 
concluded  also  that  it  would  be  better  not  to  express  m}^  doubts  to 
the  patient  or  his  friends  as  to  his  final  restoration  to  sight,  lest  the 
anxiety  resulting  might  affect  his  general  health,  which  was  now  very- 
good.  I  therefore  informed  him  that  an  operation  was  not  indi- 
cated so  long  as  he  enjoyed  sufficient  sight  to  go  about.  When  he 
had  become  quite  blind,  the  cataract  could  be  removed ',  and  then, 
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if  the  operation  did  not  prove  as  successful  as  we  might  wish,  his 
situation  would  be  no  worse  than  before. 

The  patient  was  brought  to  me  again  about  six  months  later,  on 
April  12.  He  could  now  simply  distinguish  night  from  day,  but  this 
he  could  do,  and  this  was  something.  It  was  certain  now  that  the 
glaucoma  had  not  at  least  progressed  so  far  as  to  occasion  blind- 
ness. But  had  it  progressed  at  all  ?  Was  it  cured,  or  only  ar- 
rested by  the  operation  ?  Had  it  progressed  slowly  since  the  oper- 
ation, but  sufficiently  to  render  the  removal  of  the  cataract 
useless,  —  a  disappointment  to  the  patient  and  his  friends  ?  Was 
I  about  to  earn  the  reputation  of  having  operated  twice  on  a 
patient  with  only  one  eye,  and  of  having  reduced  him  finally  to  total 
blindness  ?  I  examined  the  state  of  the  patient's  vision  more  care- 
fully, and  found  that  he  could  detect  the  flame  of  a  candle  in  a  dark 
room  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  feet.  I  found  also  that  he  could  dis- 
tinguish light-colored  from  dark-colored  objects,  when  held  in  a 
strong  light  and  quite  near  the  eye.  He  separated  quite  readily  in 
this  way  light-blue  and  light-yellow  pieces  of  glass  from  others  of 
a  dark-brown  and  purple  color.  I  concluded  therefore  that  the 
fundus  of  the  eye  must  be  in  a  tolerably  normal  condition,  and 
that  if,  after  proper  explanation  of  the  circumstances  which  ren- 
dered the  success  of  the  operation  more  than  usually  doubtful,  I 
should  still  be  desired  to  operate,  I  would  do  so.  The  doubts  as  to 
success  were  not  sufficient  to  deter  the  patient  from  a  trial  ]  and  on  the 
1 7th  of  last  April,  just  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  iridectomy,  I  re- 
moved the  cataract.  I  was  fortunate  enough  on  this  occasion  also 
to  have  again  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Clarke  and  Dr.  Sisson,  the  oper- 
ation being,  as  before,  performed  in  New  Bedford.  The  patient  not 
coming  sufficiently  under  the  influence  of  sulphuric  ether  to  insure 
proper  quiet,  it  was  supplemented  by  an  inhalation  or  two  of 
chloroform,  which  effected  the  object  at  once.  I  had  decided,  for 
reasons  which  I  have  neither  time  nor  space  to  enumerate  at  present 
to  perform  the  flap  operation,  and  lay  the  flap  in  the  superior  seg- 
ment of  the  cornea,  so  as  to  have  the  wound  covered  by  the  upper 
lid.  At  the  moment  of  operating,  however,  the  eye  seemed  too 
deep-seated  to  make  this  conveniently  practicable;  and  so  I  turned 
the  edge  of  the  knife,  and  made  the  usual  downward  flap.     I  also 
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withdrew  and  excised  a  bit  of  the  iris  before  extracting  the  lens. 
The  latter  was  readily  accomplished ;  considerable  cortical  matter 
remaining  behind;  which  I  did  not  attempt  to  remove  by  the  intro- 
duction of  an  instrument  into  the  eye,  for  fear  of  inducing  inflam- 
mation in  an  organ  predisposed  to  it,  and  because  I  did  not  know 
the  state  of  the  vitreous  humor,  of  which,  fortunately,  there  had  been 
no  loss.  The  convalescence  went  on  very  satisfactorily,  and  in  a 
few  days  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  Dr.  Clarke  that  the 
operation  would  probably  prove  successful. 

On  the  21st  of  May,  the  patient  visited  me,  walking  into  the 
room  without  groping  at  all.  On  placing  a  proper  glass  before 
his  eye,  he  could  distinguish  large  objects  (pictures,  etc.)  across  the 
room.  Through  a  convex  glass  of  two-inch  focus  he  could  read 
large  print,  of  the  size  of  the  heading  of  the  "  Boston  Advertiser," 
at  a  distance  of  twelve  feet.  With  the  same  glass  he  could  read  a 
type  smaller  than  that  in  which  this  article  is  printed,  with  ease  and 
fluency,  and  read  slowly  a  finer  print  than  that  used  for  the  "  Table 
of  Contents"  on  the  cover  of  the  Gazette,  This  result  was 
unexpected,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  may  be  considered  as 
very  remarkable.  I  have  not  yet  made  an  ophthalmoscopic  exam- 
ination, but  presume,  as  the  eye  seems  to  be  improving  in  visual 
power  daily,  that  there  is  no  reason  why  the  acuteness  of  vision 
should  not,  in  time,  be  as  great  as  after  the  most  successful  opera- 
tions in  the  most  promising  cases. 


OBSERVATIONS   ON  RHUS   VENENATA. 

BY  GEORGE  F.   BUTMAN,   M.D.,   BOSTON. 

Rhus  venenata,  dogwood,  swamp  sumach,  poison  sumach,  etc.,  is 
a  shrub,  or  even  a  small  tree,  from  ten  to  thirty  feet  in  height.  It 
is  a  native  of  North  America,  growing  in  low  meadows  and  swamps 
from  Canada  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  In  this  neighborhood,  it 
generally  blossoms  about  the  first  of  June,  and  the  odor  of  its 
flowers  can  be  distinctly  perceived  some  distance,  especially  in  a 
damp  day.  When  wounded,  a  milky  juice  flows  from  the  plant, 
which  may,  according  to  Bigelow,  be  made,  by  boiling,  into  a  beau- 
tiful and  shining  varnish.     This  species  is  much  more  poisonous 
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than  Rhus  Toxicodendron;  and  its  volatile  principle  taints  the  air 
for  some  distance. 

The  idea  of  proving  this  congener  of  Ehus  Toxicodendron  (of 
which  last,  R.  radicans  is  but  a  mere  climbing  variety)  first  sug^gested 
itself  to  my  mind  in  the  spring  of  1865.  My  object  was  to  discover, 
if  possible,  some  antidote  to  its  poisonous  effects.  It  grew  in  abun- 
dance within  a  short  distance  of  my  residence  in  the  town  of  Ded- 
ham,  Mass.,  and  I  had  been  repeatedly  called  upon  for  a  remedy  for 
its  poison.  My  neighbors,  and  even  the  members  of  my  own  family, 
had  been  poisoned  by  it.  In  some  instances  the  sufferers  were 
"a  sight  to  behold":  their  heads  were  swollen  to  an  enormous 
extent ;  some  were  blind  for  many  days.  Blondes  appear  to  be  more 
susceptible  to  its  influence,  as  a  general  thing,  than  others.  I  have 
certainly  seen  the  worst  cases  of  poisoning  amongst  persons  of 
that  complexion.  A  singularity  about  the  cases  is,  that,  after  being 
once  affected  by  this  plant,  the  effects  of  the  poison  will  show  them- 
selves at  about  the  same  time  of  each  succeeding  year.  Again, 
individuals  who  have  been  poisoned  by  Rhus  Toxicodendron  are 
more  liable  than  others  to  be  poisoned  by  this  species ;  or  as  some 
have  suggested,  the  R.  venenata  is  "  set  to  work  "  by  the  Rhus  Toxi- 
codendron. The  farmers  in  that  neighborhood,  when  going  into 
the  swamps  where  it  abounds,  generally  carry  a  piece  of  roll  brim- 
stone in  their  pocket,  as  an  antidote  to  its  poisonous  effects.  The 
domestic  remedy  for  poisoning  by  it  is  usually  Trios teum  perfolia- 
tum,  fever- wort,  fever-root,  wild  ipecac,  liorse-gentian.  This  is  said 
to  be  a  certain  antidote.  I  remember  one  very  severe  case,  in 
which  the  patient  entirely  recovered  in  a  few  days  through  its  use. 
So  far  as  I  have  discovered,  the  best  external  application  to  re- 
lieve the  intense  burning  itching  is  water  applied  as  hot  as  can  be 
borne,  and  Lycopodium  administered  internally. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  medical  effects  of  Rhus  venenata  upon 
the  human  organism  is  very  limited.  Dr.  Hale,  in  his  New  Reme- 
dies, gives  us  our  only  extended  provings  of  this  drug. 

The  first  knowledge  he  obtained  of  its  medicinal  virtues  was  by 
seeing  or  hearing  of  cases  of  poisoning,  or  being  called  to  treat 
the  same. 

Dr.  Bigelow  found  that,  upon  some  individuals,  its  influence  is 

NO.  VI. — VOL.  IV.  20 


202  OBSERYATIOXS   ON   RHUS   VENENATA. 

powerful,  while  others  it  does  not  affect  at  all ;  that  it  is  more 
active  in  a  warm  than  in  a  cold  climate,  and  in  hot  days  more  than 
cold  ;  that  children  are  more  readily  poisoned  than  adults ;  that  the 
effluvia,  when  combined  with  moisture,  are  supposed  to  be  more 
apt  to  produce  eruptions ;  that  persons  are  more  easily  poisoned 
after,  than  before,  a  meal ;  that  a  state  of  perspiration  favors  the 
action  of  the  poison;  that  the  effects  usually  commence  within 
twenty-four  hours ;  and  that  the  poison  is  seldom  or  never  known 
to  terminate  fatally. 

I  collected  the  materials  for  my  proving  in  the  spring  of  1865, 
—  at  the  season  when  its  poisonous  properties  are  supposed  to  be 
most  abundant,  —  from  a  shrub  full  twelve  feet  high,  using  the 
blossoms  and  adjoining  leaves.  These  I  macerated  in  strong 
alcohol.  I  will  mention  that  I  experienced  some  of  the  same' 
symptoms,  while  collecting  the  material,  that  were  developed  in  the 
proving;  viz,  dull,  frontal  headache,  nausea,  lassitude,  and  an 
augmentation  of  urine.  1  have  never  succeeded  well  by  inocu- 
lation, having  developed  the  effects  of  the  poison  in  one  instance 
only :  having  applied  some  of  the  expressed  juice  to  a  small 
abrasion  upon  tbe  chin,  the  result  was  a  small  moist  scab,  with  the 
characteristic  burning  itching,  but  it  lasted  only  a  day  or  two. 

My  proving  of  Rhus  venenata  developed  the  following  list  of 
pathogenetic  symptoms : 

Skin  —  hot  and  dry.  Itching  of  the  skin  on  various  parts  of  the 
body.  Eruption  on  the  face,  head  and  chest,  resembling  the  rash 
in  typhoid  fever,  disappearing  on  pressure. 

Sleep.  —  Great  restlessness.     Sleep  disturbed  by  dreams. 

Mind.  —  Inability,  at  times,  to  connect  one's  ideas ;  forgetfulness ; 
dull  and  stupid  feeling. 

Head.  —  Sensation  as  if  the  brain  were  pressing  up  against  the 
inside  of  the  cranium.  Dull  headache ;  sharp  darting  pains  in  the 
parietal  bones  of  both  sides.  Sensation  as  if  the  head  were 
bound. 

Eyes.  —  Sensation  as  if  the  eyes  were  being  pressed  out  of  the 
head.  Sharp  pain  in.  the  right  eye,  extending  to  supraorbital 
region. 
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Nose.  —  Dryness  of  the  nose.  After  some  days,  both  nostrils 
were  completely  filled  with  tenacious  mucus. 

Face  —  flushed ;  felt  as  if  burnt ;  enormously  swollen,  closing 
both  eyes.     The  last  symptom  was  from  poisoning. 

Mouth.  —  Tongue  coated  white.  Slight  accumulation  of  viscid 
mucus  in  the  mouth.  ^ 

Throat.  —  Dryness,  with  burning.  Sensation  as  if  the  tongue 
were  being  pulled  out  by  the  roots. 

Appetite.  —  Loss  of  appetite. 

Stomach.  —  Continual  nausea. 

Abdomen.  —  Rumbling  of  flatus  in  the  bowels,  with  pain  in  the 
back,  extending  from  the  lumbar  region  to  the  umbilicus.  Pain  in 
left  side  of  the  abdomen. 

Stool.  —  Faeces  dark,  hard,  and  small .  in  quantity.  Discharge 
of  blood  from  the  rectum  after  a  stool. 

Urine.  —  Desire  to  void  urine  often,  but  in  small  quantities. 
Burning  in  the  urethra. 

Back.  —  Pain  in  the  back.  Sharp  pain  under  the  left  scapula, 
extending  through  to  the  ribs. 

Upper  Extremities.  —  Sharp  pain  in  both  arms,  from  the  elbow 
to  the  index-fingers  and  thumbs. 

Lower  Extremities.  —  Aching  pains  in  the  thighs,  from  the  hips 
to  the  knees ;  pain  worse  at  the  knees,  and  on  the  left  side. 

Fever.  —  Continual  shivering  down  the  back.  General  feeling 
of  lassitude. 

Characteristics.  —  All  the  symptoms  were  increased  on  a 
damp  day. 

This  proving  was  commenced  October  19.  It  was  discontinued, 
October  24,  for  two  reasons,  —  first,  to  see  if  any  new  symptoms 
would  be  developed ;  secondly,  to  make  a  proving  with  dilutions.  No 
new  symptoms  appeared  however,  and  the  effects  of  the  drug  passed 
off  within  ten  days.  In  the  commencement  of  the  proving,  one 
drop  of  the  tincture  was  taken  in  three  teaspoonfuls  of  water  every 
three  hours :  the  dose  was  then  gradually  increased  to  three  tea- 
spoonfuls. 

The  symptoms  included  under  skin,  sleep,  mind,  head,  mouth, 
back,  and  stool  would  suggest  that  Rhus  venenata  would  prove 
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useful  in  some  forms  of  typhoid  fever,  more  especially  where  Rhus 
tox.  is  indicated,  but  proves  inefficacious.  This  would  be  especially 
indicated  when  there  was  great  depression  of  the  vital  forces,  com- 
bined with  great  stupidity. 

It  would  not  be  difficult  to  fancy  some  connection  between  the  severe 
typhoid  fevers  which  often  prevail  in  damp,  marshy,  or  swampy 
towns,  and  the  Rhus  venenata  which  usually  abounds  in  such 
places.  Houses  located  in  damp  or  wet  situations  are  well  known 
to  be  peculiarly  exposed  to  typhoid  fevers;  and,  as  has  been 
proved  in  numerous  instances,  moisture  is  a  favorable  medium  for 
conducting  the  poisonous  exhalations  of  the  Rhus  venenata. 

The  enormous  swelling  of  the  face  in  cases  of  poisoning  with 
this  plant  suggests  that  it  may  prove  useful  in  some  forms  of 
erysipelas.  It  should  also  be  of  value  in  some  forms  of  rheumatism, 
as  the  proving  developed  a  persistent  pain  from  the  hips  to  the 
knees,  commencing  with  the  first  dose  and  continuing  throughout 
the  proving:  the  pains  in  the  upper  extremities,  and  more  espe- 
cially those  of  the  chest,  were  of  a  sharp,  darting  character. 


ARTIFICIAL  NOSES. 

The  authentic  records  of  rhinoplasty  go  back  to  the  two  Brancas, 
father  and  son,  who  lived  in  Catania  early  in  the  fifteenth  century. 
Whether  invented  by  the  elder  Branca,  or  by  him  learned  from  the 
Arabs,  among  whom  this  art  is  said  to  have  flourished  ages  before, 
it  is  impossible  to  ascertain.  Common  fame  carries  the  practice 
still  farther  east,  to  India,  where  noses  were  not  uncommonly  cut 
off  as  a  punishment.  The  victims  were  often  wealthy  and  power- 
ful, and  no  prospect  of  repairing  the  loss  would  be  neglected. 
The  art  was  transmitted  from  one  Italian  surgeon  to  another,  and 
at  length  became  known  as  a  specialty  of  Prof.  Gaspar  Tagliacozzi 
(Latin,  Taliacotius),  of  Bologna,  who  died  in  1553,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four.  From  him  it  is  called  the  Taliacotian  ojieration.  It  has 
not  essentially  varied  since  the  time  of  the  younger  Branca,  except 
with  improvements  in  ligatures  and  dressing  wounds.  An  ample 
flap  is  taken  from  the  forehead,  if  the  whole  nose  be  wanting;  or, 
if  the  patient  dread  a  scar  so  much  as  to  be  willing  to  sacrifice  the 
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use  of  an  arm  for  a  considerable  time,  one  of  them  is  bound  im- 
movably to  his  head;  a  flap  raised  and  engrafted  for  the  purpose. 
This  was  the  improvement  of  Antonio  Branca,  the  son.  It  is  called 
the  Italian  method ;  the  other,  still  the  more  common,  is  called  the 
Indian.  The  flap  needed  from  the  arm  is  four  inches  long,  and  not 
much  less  in  width ;  that  from  the  forehead  must  be  nearly  three  inches 
long  by  two  and  a  half  in  width  at  the  upper  end.  The  portion 
for  the  column  is  sometimes  taken  from  the  upper  lip,  or  the  length 
of  the  flap  from  above  is  increased  for  the  purpose.  In  one  in- 
stance of  the  Italian  operation,  Dr.  J.  Mason  Warren,  of  Boston, 
was  able  to  release  the  arm  on  the  fifth  day ;  making,  Dr.  Gross 
says,  "  an  admirable  cure." 

The  coarse  allusion  to  this  operation  in  Hudibras  exhibits  the 
crude  notions  in  regard  to  it  which  prevailed  in  England  some  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years  after  it  was  practised  in  Italy.  We  must 
not  necessarily  suppose  that  the  poet  really  believed  that  a  piece  of 
meat,  with  its  skin  and  subcutaneous  tissues,  could  be  cut  out  of  one 
person,  and  be  made  to  grow  on  the  body  of  another ;  or  that,  if 
such  a  permanent  piece  of  inarching  were  possible,  the  foreign 
morsel  would  still  sympathize  with  the  body  of  which  its  original 
constituents,  long  since  changed  by  the  processes  of  absorption  and 
renewal,  were  once  a  part.  But  Butler  docs  not  violate  the  vulgar 
belief  of  his  day.  He  represents  Hudibras  as  having  made  a  vow 
never  to  shave  while  monarchy  lived, — just  as  an  eminent  divine  of 
our  day  vowed  to  wear  his  beard  till  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 
law.  He  compares  the  beard,  of  which  the  fate  was  to  be  contem- 
porary with  monarchy,  to  a  nose  cut  by  the  learned  Taliacotius 
from  the  superabundance  of  gluteal  muscle  of  Nock,  a  porter.  The 
piece  could  not,  however,  survive  the  porter, 

"  But  when  the  date  of  Nock  was  out, 
Off  dropp'd  the  sympathetic  snout." 

In  the  "Tattler,"  No.  260,  we  find  a  most  extravagant  account 
of  this  operation,  indicating  a  similar  credulity  in  1710,  or  three 
hundred  years  after  Branca's  day.  The  Taliacotian  nose  is  not 
as  substantial  as  "  brawn."  It  is,  in  fact,  too  unresisting,  too  like 
a  soft  hat,  and  coupled  with  the  unfortunate  condition  that  there 
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shall  be  no  indentation  in  it.  In  its  tender  age,  it  is  kept  skilfully 
stuffed  into  shape  with  oiled  lint,  and  coddled  with  warm  flannels ; 
and,  when  all  is  done,  it  is  but  a  substitute  at  best.  But  it  is  a 
real,  living  appendage,  very  necessary  to  the  good  looks  of  the 
face.  Neither  Paul  nor  Cicero,  perhaps  neither  Caesar  nor  Grant, 
could  have  succeeded  without  a  nose.  It  is  worth  all  it  has  cost, 
and  that  is  not  a  little.  No  capital  operation  makes  such  drafts 
upon  the  time  and  patience  of  the  operator.  Twice,  at  least,  the 
knife  must  be  used ;  for.  if  the  flap  has  been  taken  from  the  fore- 
head, it  was  put  on  with  a  twist,  afterwards  to  be  remedied  by  a 
new  incision.  If  taken  from  the  arm,  the  final  adjustment  is  a 
serious  matter. 

All  this  supposing  that  the  incisions  heal  kindly.  But,  if  the 
health  of  the  patient  fail  under  the  operation,  or  erysipelas  set  in, 
or  the  case  lake  some  other  unfavorable  turn,  all  the  labor  and 
suffering  have  been  in  vain.  The  work  must  be  abandoned  forever, 
or  renewed  under  less  favorable  circumstances  than  at  first. 

But  in  many  cases  no  man  would  attempt  rhinoplasty.  The 
causes  which  destroyed  the  original  organ  may  be  still  in  full  force ; 
and  a  new  one,  well  established,  could  not  withstand  them.  Or,  if 
not,  the  constitution  of  the  patient  may  be  such  as  not  to  hold  out 
even  the  remotest  prospect  of  a  successful  result.  What,  then, 
remains  but  to  endure  the  deformity  till  a  better  state  of  health 
return,  or  till  the  marred  visage  be  hid  in  the  grave  ? 

The  phrase,  "  a  nose  of  wax,"  suggests  an  answer.  An  article 
resembling  the  living  member  may  readily  be  constructed  of  wax- 
work. Though  far  from  durable,  even  with  the  most  sedulous 
attention,  it  is  invaluable  while  in  good  repair.  If  the  unfortunate 
Peter  Schlemihl,  who  had  sold  his  shadow,  was  in  ecstasies  at  a 
temporary  loan  of  it,  how  much  more  would  a  gentleman  who  had 
parted  with  so  important  a  part  of  his  substance  long  for  its 
replacement,  even  for  an  hour  ? 

Ambrose  Pare,  who  died  in  1590,  speaks  of  artificial  noses  of 
gold,  silver,  and  even  of  what  might  be  fairly  construed  as  papier- 
mache.  It  has  been  reserved  to  these  last  days  of  India-rubber  to 
perfect  the  artificial  organ.  Men  carry  with  them  everyday  worse- 
looking  noses  which  were  born  with  them  than  the  best  examples 
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of  imitative  skill.  The  rubber  nose,  though  not  so  liable  to  be 
pressed  out  of  shape  as  the  Taliacotian,  needs  to  be  worn  with 
more  care,  being  chiefly  held  in  place  by  a  pair  of  spectacles,  which, 
in  conformity  with  the  decision  of  Cowper's  "  Chief-baron  Ear," 
belong  to  the  Nose,  and  are  in  this  case  made  to  hold  their 
place  with  unusual  firmness.  Oddly  enough,  we  have  however, 
here  a  practical  refutation  of  lawyer  Tongue's  argument : 

"  Again,  would  your  lordship  a  moment  suppose 

('Tis  a  case  that  has  happened,  and  may  be  again) 
That  the  visage  or  countenance  had  not  a  Nose  ? 
Pray,  who  would,  or  who  could,  wear  spectacles,  then?  " 

But  in  our  case  it  is  the  spectacles  which  wear  a  nose,  not  the  nose 
spectacles. 

The  nose  is  a  vocal  organ.  In  its  absence,  not  a  sentence  can 
be  agreeably  spoken.  The  defective  utterance  is  remedied  by 
either  the  artificial  organ,  or  the  Taliacotian.  The  former  is, 
on  the  whole,  the  cheapest,  even  where  a  choice  is  possible,  and  the 
result  sure.  This  manufacture  is  becoming  allied  to  the  dental 
art,  the  material  being  the  so-called  vulcanite,  now  much  used  for  the 
plates  for  artificial  sets  of  teeth.  The  aid  of  a  skilful  painter  is  called 
in  for  the  finishing  process.  So  far  as  we  are  informed,  Boston 
takes  the  lead  in  this  newest  application  of  the  wonderful  gum. 
The  artist  can  replace  the  original  nose,  or  invent  a  better.  The 
Tattler's  patients  had  to  pay  extra  prices  for  extra  noses :  "  In- 
deed, if  a  man  had  occasion  for  a  high  Roman  nose,  he  must  go  to 
the  price  of  it.  A  carbuncle  nose  likewise  bore  an  excessive  rate  j 
but  for  your  ordinary  short  turned-up  noses,  of  which  there  was 
the  greatest  consumption,  they  cost  little  or  nothing ;  at  least  the 
purchasers  thought  so,  who  would  have  been  content  to  have  paid 
much  dearer  for  them  rather  than  have  gone  without  them."  And 
if  the  vulcanite  will  "  sneeze,  smell,  take  snuff,  pronounce  the  letters 
M  or  N"  as  well  as  the  Taliacotian,  the  Tattler's  Englishman, 
who  "  in  the  space  of  two  years  wore  out  five  noses"  by  the  irreg- 
ularities of  his  life,  would  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  the  nose  which 
he  could  take  off  and  put  on  at  will  the  very  best  for  kirn  that  he 
ever  had. 
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BOSTON,    JUNE,    1869. 

The  approaching  session  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy 
bids  fair  to  be  the  most  important  ever  held  by  the  new  school  of 
modern  medicine.  And  it  is  fitting  that  the  silver  wedding  of  the  In- 
stitute, the  completion  of  its  twenty-fifth  jesiY,  should  be  celebrated 
with  unusual  regard  to  whatever  will  make  the  occasion  either  pleasant 
or  profitable.  Established  in  1844,  it  is  the  senior  of  ever}^  other 
national  medical  body  in  America.  It  is  the  largest  society  of  our 
school  in  the  world,  and  among  its  members  are  found  many  of  the 
leading  homojopathic  practitioners  now  living.  It  is,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, the  representative  of  the  six  thousand  physicians  of  this 
school  in  the  United  States. 

Every  indication  now  leads  us  to  expect  a  larger  attendance  than  at 
any  previous  meeting.  The  session  is  to  continue  a  da}^  longer  than 
ever  before  ;  and  elaborate  reports  are  expected  from  all  the  bureaus 
and  committees.  The  programme  assigns  to  each  its  fair  share  of  time, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  earnest  discussion  will  be  elicited  upon  every  im- 
portant topic  presented.  The  Committee  of  Arrangements  have  en- 
deavored to  condense  into  the  four  days  as  much  of  pleasure  and 
profit  as  possible.  While  they  Avish  the  time  of  the  sessions  to  be 
given  to  earnest  work,  they  would  have  the  fatigue  lightened  b3^  enjoy- 
able social  intercourse  between-whiles.  The  series  of  daily  collations 
will  allow  the  members  to  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of  men  of  similar 
tastes  and  common  interests  in  the  hour  which  is  given  to  rest  and 
refreshment. 

The  evening  re-unions,  in  which  the  ladies  will  participate,  will  still 
more  extensively  increase  the  social  relations ;  and  here  will  be 
formed  many  new  acquaintances  that  will  prove  treasures  in  the  fu- 
ture, and  will  connect  pleasant  associations  with  the  session  held  in 
Boston. 

'  Our  city  now  extends  to  us  and  them  its  civic  hospitalities.  This 
cheers  the  hearts  of  those  of  us  who  remember  the  da}',  now  nearly 
thirty  years  agone,  when  the  poet  turned  prophet,  and  '^  lifted  up  his 
voice  against  this  lifeless  delusion,"  and  boldly  predicted  that  in  a  few 
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years,  if  homoeopathy  existed  at  all,  it  would  be  "  hy  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  sordid  ivretches  who  ivring  their  bread  from  the  cold 
hands  of  disease  and  death  in  the  hovels  of  ignorant  poverty."  Bos- 
ton, we  are  proud  to  say,  recognizes,  for  the  first  time,  the  importance 
of  our  position.  By  a  nearly  unanimous  vote  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  Common  Council,  it  has  tendered  a  public  reception  to  the 
members  of  the  Institute.  The  sum  to  which  this  is  limited  ($2,500) 
is  not  a  large  one  ;  yet  it  is  all  that  was  asked,  and  will  better  satisfy 
our  friends  than  to  have  an  extravagant  sum  lavished  on  them. 
Moreover,  we  hope  to  teach  our  allopathic  confreres  that  $2,500  can 
give  more  solid  and  rational  enjoyment  than  even  a  much  larger  sum 
has  sometimes  done,  when  its  recipients  were  led  to  revel  in  cham- 
pagne and  its  accompaniments.  Our  city  will,  we  are  sure,  have  no 
occasion  to  blush  for  the  character  of  its  guests. 

At  this  meeting  there  will  probably  be  a  large  accession  to  the  list 
of  members.  At  no  period  since  the  formation  of  the  association 
have  the  applications  for  membership  been  so  numerous  as  now  ;  and 
we  trust  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  there  will  be  no  re- 
spectable member  of  the  profession  who  shall  not  be  identified  with 
the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy. 
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New  York,  May  15,  1869. 

Dear  Gazette,  —  I  was  glad  to  see  the  editorial  in  the  May  number 
of  the  Gazette;  for,  though  the  offence  of  Dr.  Buckingham  is  not 
definitely  stated,  yet  I  am  quite  content  that  it  should  remain  un- 
written. A  medical  journal  cannot  too  sedulously  cultivate  a  pure 
and  elevated  tone.  And  I  regret  to  say  that,  even  in  some  of  our 
homoeopathic  periodicals,  there  occasionally  occur  such  indelicate,  vul- 
gar and  coarse  allusions  and  expressions  as  should  banish  them  from 
the  oflEice  of  every  decent  physician.  It  is,  unfortunately,  true  that 
there  are  to  be  found  some  members  of  the  profession  who  delight  in 
ribaldry  and  obscenity ;  but  we  should  not  expect  to  see  this  crime 
committed,  or  even  tolerated,  by  professors  in  our  colleges,  or  editors 
of  our  journals.  These  are  the  men  who,  to  a  great  extent,  give  color 
and  character  to  the  profession.  These  representative  men  should  so 
teach  and  so  write  as  not  to  demoralize  their  students,  or  disgust  their 
readers. 

Whether  the  publication  containing  the  objectionable  language  is 
allopathic  or  homoeopathic  is  nothing  to  the  case.  It  is  not  a  matter 
of  sect,  but  of  morals  and  taste.  The  record  stands  against  the  whole 
profession  alike.  But  let  homoeopaths  especially  keep  clear  of  the 
fault ;  for  our  school,  being  the  progressive  branch  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, has  a  right  to  take  the  lead  also  in  aesthetics  and  morals. 

YiNDEX* 
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THE    BOSTON   ACADEMY    OF   HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICINE. 
Reported  by  A.  F.  Squier,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

April  22,  1869. —  Dr.  Sanford  related  a  case  from  his  own  practice 
in  which  the  colpeurynter  was  unsuccessfully  used  to  produce  pre- 
mature labor.  The  woman  was  in  the  fifth  or  sixth  month  of  preg- 
nancy, and  the  operation  became  necessary  on  account  of  ursemic  con- 
vulsions. The  colpeur^mter  was  applied  by  Dr.  Gregg,  and  remained 
in  place  ten  hours.  Before  its  application,  the  os  was  in  a  soft,  flabby 
state  ;  and  after  its  removal  the  same  condition  was  found,  with  no  evi- 
dence of  any  tendency  towards  dilation. 

Dr.  Whitney  then  read  a  paper  entitled  Observations  on  Homoe- 
opathic Pharmacy.  He  intended  to  confine  his  remarks  to  such  opera- 
tions in  homoeopathic  pharmacy  as  fall  more  particularly  within  the 
province  of  the  practitioner,  and  especially  to  those  relating  to  the 
preparation  of  the  lower  potencies  in  the  form  of  solutions. 

He  considered  that  the  preparation  of  homoeopathic  medicines  was 
governed  by  the  same  fixed  physical  laws  as  control  all  other  chemi- 
cal actions.  A  substance  which,  in  a  crude  state,  is  insoluble  in 
"water  or  alcohol  cannot  be  made  soluble  by  any  amount  of  tritura- 
tion with  sugar  of  milk,  or  any  other  material ;  and  a  drug  which,  in 
its  pure  state,  is  insoluble  in,  or  incompatible  with,  alcohol,  cannot  be 
made  to  form  a  perfect  solution  with  that  menstruum  by  any  amount  of 
dilution  with  water.  The  same  holds  true  with  regard  to  water,  as  a 
menstruum,  as  with  alcohol.  Hence  the  method  of  preparing  many 
metals  in  alcohol,  after  carrying  them  up  by  trituration  to  the  third  or 
fourth  potency,  must  result  in  something  else  than  a  true  solution  of 
the  pure  drug  ;  and,  if  anything  like  a  solution  is  formed,  the  metal 
must  have  entered  into  some  combination  which  renders  it  soluble 
during  the  process.  The  solution  cannot  possess  the  original  proper- 
ties of  the  pure  drug. 

Again,  take  for  instance  Nitric  acid.  As  it  is  usually  prepared,  it 
is  diluted  with  water  until  it  arrives  at  the  third  or  fourth  potency; 
then  the  next  higher  dilution  is  made  b^^  adding  alcohol.  Mow,  if 
pure  nitric  acid  will  combine  chemically  with  alcohol  to  form  ether,  it 
is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  same  affinities  will  be  in  force  so 
long  as  the  acid  retains  its  original  chemical  composition,  and  we  have, 
as  the  result  of  such  a  preparation,  not  nitric  acid,  but  nitric  ether. 

As  an  example  of  another  popular  fallacy,  take  for  instance  Phos- 
'pliorus^  —  a  drug  which  is  perfectly  soluble  in  pure  alcohol.  This 
substance,  we  know,  undergoes  rapid  combustion  in  the  presence  of 
atmospheric  air.  Now,  it  is  usually  dispensed  by  the  pli3'sician  by 
pouring  a  few  drops  of  the  dilution  either  upon  pellets  of  sugar  of 
milk,  or  into  water.  By  this  operation  a  large  surface  of  the  phos- 
phorus is  presented  to  the  action  of  the  air,  oxj'dation  takes  place, 
and  there  is  phosphoric  acid,  and  not  Phosphorus,  prescribed  for  the 
patient. 

From  these  facts  it  must  be  seen  that  the  manner  in  which  homoe- 
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opathic  medicines  are  prepared  and  dispensed  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance ;  and  that  a  certain  regard  for  the  well-established  truths  of 
chemistry  ought  always  to  be  had,  if  we  wish  to  arrive  at  accuracy  in 
our  therapeutics. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  dilutions  from  the  tinctures,  the  gravest 
mistakes  are  very  often  made.  Take  Aco7iite  or  Bryonia  as  an  exam- 
ple :  the  addition  of  strong  alcohol  to  the  tincture  causes  precipitation 
oif  certain  parts  of  the  drug.  Now,  after  a  dilution  has  been  carried 
up  by  weak  alcohol  to  such  a  point  that  any  precipitate,  if  present,  is 
so  inconsiderable  as  not  to  be  appreciated  by  the  eye,  many  physicians 
are  in  the  habit  of  further  diluting  the  medicine  with  strong  alcohol. 
This  must  inevitably  produce  in  the  highly  attenuated  drug  the  same 
conditions  that  it  does  in  the  tincture  ;  viz,  precipitation  of  some  por- 
tion of  its  constituents.  From  this  it  follows  that  dilutions  should  be 
made  with  such  a  menstruum  as  will  not  alter  the  chemical  condition 
of  the  drug  from  that  in  which  it  exists  in  the  tincture. 

Upon  being  asked  whether  he  regarded  the  reports  of  the  effects  of 
medicines,  as  false  or  imaginary,  when  those  medicines  were  prepared 
by  the  methods  he  condemns.  Dr.  Whitney  said  that  this  evening 
he  wished  to  consider  the  subject  only  from  a  chemical  standpoint, 
and  as  a  pharmaceutist,  and  that  at  some  future  time  he  might  speak 
of  it  therapeutically. 

May  10,  1869.  —  As  there  were  but  few  members  present,  upon 
motion  of  Dr.  Sanford  the  reading  of  Dr.  Boothby's  paper  was  post- 
poned until  the  next  regular  meeting. 

Dr.  Whitney  related  a  case,  probably  of  gonorrhoea  of  the  rectum. 
There  were  severe  aching  pains  in  the  rectum,  a  constant  milky  dis- 
charge, and  at  every  evacuation  of  the  bowels  the  pain  became  intense. 
The  anus  and  rectum  as  far  as  seen  (to  the  extent  of  an  inch  above 
the  sphincter),  were  dark  red,  tumid  and  very  tender.  The  patient 
had  had  syphilis  some  time  previously. 

Dr.  Woodvine  related  a  case  of  inflammation  of  the  os  and  cervix 
uteri,  in  which  he  had  used  Argentum  nit.  locally  with  good  results. 
The  OS  was  one  mass  of  ulcerations  and  was  firmly  adherent  to  the 
pelvis  on  the  left  side  producing  considerable  lateral  obliquity  of  the 
uterus.  Upon  using  the  uterine  sound  he  found  that  it  could  not  be 
passed  beyond  the  os  internum.  From  this  he  concluded  that  the  in- 
flammation was  limited  to  the  cervix ;  for,  when  the  inflammation 
extends  also  into  the  cavity  of  the  body,  there  is  no  impediment  to  the 
introduction  of  the  sound  and  it  passes  readily  up  to  the  fundus,  as  in 
the  healthy  condition.  In  connection  with  the  application  of  Arg, 
n,  he  used  injections  of  Calendula,  —  one  ounce  of  the  tincture 
to  a  quart  of  water. 

Dr.  Woodvine  said  that  in  his  hands  the  use  of  caustics  in  the 
treatment  of  ulceration  and  inflammation  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri 
had  never  been  productive  of  injury  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
sometimes  found  them  valuable  adjuvants  to  internal  treatment.  He 
uses  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  preference  to  other  caustics,  and  applies 
it  by  means  of  platinum  probes  wet  with  a  solution  of  the  salt.  This 
method  has   the   advantage  of  being  more  easily  used  in  cases  of 
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intracervical  inflammation  ;  and  he  avoids  the  danger  that  there  is  in 
nsing  the  solid  stick,  portions  of  which  sometimes  break  off  and  re- 
main too  long  in  contact  with  the  parts,  or  act  on  places  which  they 
should  not  touch. 

THE  MAINE    HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 

Held  its  third  annual  meeting  at  Bath,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
19th  and  20th  ult.  The  President,  C.  H.  Burr,  M.D.,  of  Portland, 
being  absent,  the  Vice-Presidents,  Drs.  Eaton,  of  Rockport,  and 
Williams  of  North  Yassalboro',  presided  in  the  afternoon  and  even- 
ing, and  Dr.  Pulsifer  of  Waterville,  President  pro.  tern.,  the  next 
morning.  Dr.  W.  E.  Payne,  of  Bath,  from  the  Committee  on  Clinical 
Medicine,  reported  on  epidemic  influenza,  scarlatina  and  measles. 
Dr.  Gallupe  of  the  same  committee  reported  the  cure,  by  medicine, 
of  an  ovarian  tumor  of  twenty  years'  standing.  Dr.  Bell  of  Augusta, 
reported  various  surgical  cases,  among  them  cancer  of  the  breast, 
encephaloid  and  other  tumors  ;  also  on  anaesthesia  and  on  ophthalmic 
surgery.  Clinical  cases  were  reported  by  Drs.  Payne  of  Bath,  and 
Graves,  of  Saco. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected  in  the  evening,  as 
follows  :  President,  H.  B.  Eaton,  M.D.,  Eockport ;  Vice-Presidents, 
W.  L.  Thompson,  M.D.,  Augusta,  M.  S.  Briry,  M.D.,  Bath  ;  Record- 
ing Secretary,  Geo.  P.  Clark,  M.D.,  Portland  ;  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, S.  M.  Boynton,  M.D.,  Rockland  ;  Treasurer,  Geo.  P.  Jefferds, 
M.D.,  Bangor ;  Censors,  Drs.  Gallupe  of  Bangor,  E.  F.  Hincks  of 
Thomaston,  W.  E.  Payne  of  Bath,  S.  P.  Graves  of  Saco,  and  H.  C. 
Bradford  of  Lewiston ;  Delegates  to  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy,  Drs.  W.  E.  Payne  of  Bath,  J.  B.  Bell  of  Augusta,  N. 
G.  H.  Pulsifer  of  Waterville,  and  W.  Gallupe  of  Bangor. 

The  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Institute  was  adopted  and  the  delegates 
were  instructed  to  obtain  fifty  copies.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  procure  a  seal.  The  next  meeting  was  fixed  for  th^  fourth  Tues- 
day of  May,  1870,  at  Augusta.  Dr.  Thompson  read  the  President's 
Address,  which  was  followed  by  remarks  from  Drs.  Bell  and  W.  E. 
Payne. 

On  Wednesday  morning  Dr.  Briry  reported  cases  from  practice. 
Dr.  Thompson  read  a  paper  on  influenza,  and  the  subject  of  alterna- 
tion of  medicines  was  discussed  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 

THE   western    institute    OF    HOMCEOPATHY 

Met  for  its  seventh  annual  session  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  May  20,  at 
ten,  A.M.  D.  H.  Beckwith,  M.D.  of  Cleveland,  was  chosen  President, 
pro.  tern.  The  meeting  was  opened  by  prayer  offered  b}^  J.  D.  Craig, 
M.D.,  of  Niles,  Mich.  The  chair  appointed  Drs.  Ober,  Cole,  Sanders, 
Craig  and  Baker  a  Board  of  Censors.  Dr.  Craig  presented  tne  Ad- 
dress of  Welcome  in  behalf  of  the  Michigan  Homoeopathic  Institute. 
Ten  new  members  were  admitted. 

Dr.  Hempel  reported  that  the  friends  of  homoeopathy  were  divided 
as  to  the  best  means  of  securinir  a  foothold  in  the  Michigan  Univer- 
sity.  He  thought  Ann  Arbor  not  the  best  place  for  the  homoeopathic 
school.     The  legislature  having  receded  from  its  imperative  demand 
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for  a  homoeopathic  chair  at  Ann  Arbor,  he  thought  that  the  friends  of 
the  cause  ought  to  proceed  to  establish  a  college  elsewhere. 

Dr.  Craig  reported  three  successful  cases  of  treatment  with  high 
dilutions.  One  appeared  to  be  of  consumption  in  a  child  two  years 
old,  treated  for  two  years  with  Puis. 

Dr.  Bartlett,  of  Aurora,  111.,  had  a  patient  who  had  used  allopathic 
treatment  for  seventeen  years  for  phagedenic  ulceration  of  the  os 
uteri.  He  used  Thuja  for  four  months,  varying  between  the  mother 
tincture  and  the  30th  potency.  Then  he  used  the  200th  for  four 
months  and  she  was  cured.     Recess. 

At  two,  P.M.,  an  invitation  to  a  banquet  at  the  Gregory  House  was 
accepted.  Dr.  Sanders  responded  to  the  Address  of  Welcome.  Dr. 
Beckwith  read  a  paper  on  longevity.  He  thought  the  present  race 
but  little  inferior  in  longevity  to  any  that  preceded  it,  assigning  to 
Metbusaleh  a  little  over  two  hundred  years.  Dr.  A.  R.  Bartlett  read 
a  report  on  Anti-Natal  Influences,  attributing  no  small  share  of  the 
miseries  of  the  world  to  this  source.  Teaching  physiology  to  women, 
and  suppressing  certain  illustrated  papers  and  sensational  and  immoral 
articles  in  the  dailies,  were  among  the  remedies  he  proposed.  G.  W. 
Perrine,  M.  D.,  of  Milwaukee,  read  a  paper  on  the  Intracapsular 
Fracture  of  the  Femur.  Dr.  Hempel  reported  on  the  Correlation  of 
Fathogenesy  and  Pathology.  Dr.  C.  T.  Harris,  of  Ann  Arbor, 
reviewed  four  published  lectures  against  homoeopathy  delivered  in 
the  University  by  Prof.  Palmer.  To  the  Professor's  argument  that 
there  was  not  enough  water  on  the  globe  to  make  a  thirtieth  attenua- 
tion, he  replied  that  it  would  require  but  3,000  drops. 

Seven,  p.  m.  Surgical  cases  were  reported  by  Dr.  Page,  of  Apple- 
ton,  Wis.,  Dr.  Craig,  Dr.  Cole,  of  Chicago,  Dr.  Sanders,  Dr.  Van 
Norman,  of  Ashtabula,  O.,  Dr.  Baker,  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  Dr.  Per- 
rine, of  Milwaukee,  and  Dr.  Duncan.  Adjourned  to  the  banquet  at 
the  Exchange,  at  which  Hon.  E.  C.  Seaman  presided. 

Frida}^,  ten,  a.  m.  A  letter  received  from  Prof.  Palmer,  asking  an 
opportunity  of  answering  the  review  of  his  lectures,  was  referred.  A 
paper  of  Dr.  Douglas,  ot  Milwaukee,  on  Popularizing  Homoeopathy, 
was  read  and  discussed.  Dr.  M.  F.  Page,  of  Appleton,  Wis.,  read  a 
paper  on  Malignant  Erysipelas.     Adjourned  to  visit  the  University. 

Two,  p.  M.  Drs.  Hempel,  Helmiith,  and  Ludlam  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  merging  the  Institute  into 
the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  The  Committee  on  Prof. 
Palmer's  letter  reported  adversely  to  his  request,  for  want  of  time, 
A  paper  of  Dr.  Bartlett,  of  Aurora,  III.,  on  Medical  Education,  was 
followed  by  a  series  of  resolutions  against  the  admission  to  a  medical 
course  of  any  one  who  cannot  pass  an  examination  in  botany,  chem- 
istry, and  all  other  studies  necessary  to  a  first-class  certificate  for  a 
common-school  teacher  in  Michigan.  Also  in  favor  of  measures  that 
would  ultimate  in  the  endowment  of  one  first-class  homoepathic  medi- 
cal university  in  America.     Dr.  Duncan  reported  on  Briglit's  Disease. 

Officers  were  elected,  as  follows :  President,  Dr.  L.  E.  Ober, 
Lacrosse,  Wis. ;  Vice  Presidents,  Drs.  Bartlett,  Aurora,  III  ,  Bowen^ 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. ;  Treasurer,  Dr.  G.  W.  Perrine,  Milwaukee ;  Cor. 
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responding  Secretary,  Dr.  S.  A.  Robinson,  Laporte,  Ind. ;  Recording 
Secretar}',  Dr.  J.  C.  Duncan  ;  Censors,  Drs.  Hempel,  Beebe,  Schnei- 
der, Craig  and  Marshall.  The  next  meeting  is  to  be  at  Chicago  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  June,  1870. 

THE    ILLINOIS    STATE    HOMOEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    ASSOCIATION 

Held  its  fifteenth  annual  session  at  Chicago,  May  18  and  19,  1869. 
The  President,  Prof.  G.  D.  Bcebe,  presided.  The  address  of  welcome 
was  by  Dr.  D.  A.  Colton,  of  Chicago  ;  the  response,  by  Dr.  L.  Pratt, 
of  Wheatou.  Dr.  J.  S.  Mitchell  reported  on  Crusta  Lactea.  Ad- 
journed. 

Two,  P.M.  Dr.  Beebe  reported  on  Orthopsedj^.  An  artificial  eye 
was  inserted  by  Dr.  Beebe  after  a  preliminar}^  operation  on  the  lids. 
Dr.  Beebe  read  a  paper  expressing  a  preference  of  chloroform  over 
bichloride  of  methylene.  It  was  followed  by  extensiA'c  discussion  of 
the  merits  of  chloroform,  the  use  of  which  was  opposed  by  Drs.  Mann, 
Barker  and  Temple,  and  advocated  bj^  Drs.  Small,  Miller,  Cooke, 
Hedges  and  Foote 

Eight,  P.M.  Meeting  in  the  court-house.  Dr.  Pratt,  of  Wheaton, 
presided.  Dr.  J.  S.  Mitchell  delivered  a  public  address  on  Diet  and 
its  relations  to  health.     Adjourned. 

Wednesday,  lU,  a.m.  Dr.  Duncan  read  a  paper  on  Medical  Topog- 
raphy. It  recommended  the  climate  of  California  as  probably  the 
best  in  the  United  States.  In  the  discussion  that  followed.  Dr.  Bar- 
ker recommended  high,  dr}'  altitudes  for  pulmonary  diseases.  From 
high  altitudes  the  debate  turned  to  high  attenuations,  which  were 
attacked  or  defended  by  Drs.  Jennings,  Smith,  Pratt,  Hedges,  Dun- 
can, Ober,  Moore,  Temple,  and  others.  Dr.  Hedges,  Physician  to  the 
Chicago  Half  Oi'phan  Asylum,  reported  for  the  past  year  the  average 
number  of  children  to  be  seventy-five  ;  among  them  had  occurred  fift}'- 
six  cases  of  ophthalmia,  thirty  cases  of  eczema  and  crusta  lactea,  and 
seven  of  erysipelas.  There  had  been  but  two  deaths,  both  infants, 
from  meningitis  and  enteritis.  The  Hahnemann  Medical  College  was 
reported  as  prosperous,  but  in  great  need  of  a  better  building.  The 
reports  of  its  probable  suspension  were  pronounced  unfounded.  Dr. 
Small  spoke  on  the  treatment  of  cholera ;  he  was  requested  to  fur- 
nish his  remarks  for  publication.     Recess  taken. 

Session  resumed  at  2,  p.m.  Dr.  Beebe  presented  a  female  patient 
with  torticollis.  He  operated  successfully  by  cutting  the  sternal  por- 
tion of  the  sterno-cleido-mastold  muscle. 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  3'ear  were  then  chosen,  as  follows  :  Presi- 
dent, O.  H.  Mann,  M.D.,  Evanston  ;  Vice-Tresidents,  Drs.  J.  C.  Bur- 
bank,  Jacksonville,  and  J.  Moore,  Kankakee  ;  Recording  Secretary, 
T.  S.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  Chicago ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  S.  P. 
Hedges,  M.D.,  Chicago;  Treasurer,  L.  Pratt,  M.D.,  Wheaton;  Cen- 
sors, Drs.  W.  C.  Barker,  Waukegan,  E.  M.  McAlfee,  Mount  Carroll, 
and  G.  W.  Foote,  C.  A.  Wilbur,  and  N.  F.  Cooke,  of  Chicago  ;  Dele- 
gates to  the  American  Institute,  Drs.  D.  S.  Smith,  R.  Ludlam,  G. 
W.  Foote,  J.  Davies,  N.  F.  Cooke,  O.  H.  Mann;  Delegates  to  the 
Western  Institute,  Drs.  R.  Ludlam,  T.  C.  Duncan,  W.  S.  Baker, 
and  S.  B.  Coe,  A  semi-annual  meeting  was  voted  to  be  held  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  November.     Adjourned. 
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WORCESTER    COUNTY   HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Societ}^  was  held,  Wednesday, 
May  12th,  at  Temperance  Hall,  in  Worcester.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  the  Vice-President,  Dr.  W.  B.  Chamberlain. 

Dr.  Hunt  read  a  somewhat  extended  report  of  a  case,  still  under 
treatment,  of  uterine  haemorrhage  dependent  upon  heart  disease,  in 
which,  in  connection  with  the  proper  remedies,  he  used  the  colpeu- 
rynter  with  decidedly'  good  results. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  following  the  report  of  this  case, 
Dr.  Nichols  said  he  would  like  to  hear  the  opinion  of  physicians  as 
to  the  homoeopathic  remedy  in  such  cases  of  haemorrhage,  for  he 
thought  we  ought  to  have  remedies  to  stop  haemorrhage. 

Dr.  Brooks  inquired  if  he  meant  all  haemorrhages. 

Dr.  Nichols  said,  "Yes,  nearly  all." 

In  the  discussion  as  to  the  various  methods  of  plugging.  Dr.  Nichols 
remarked  that  he  had  never  resorted  to  it  in  any  instance,  and  had 
never  lost  a  patient  for  want  of  it.  He  related  a  severe  case  of 
uterine  haemorrhage  that  came  under  his  treatment  some  3'ears  ago 
from  allopathic  hands.  He  stopped  the  haemorrhage  ;  then  there  came 
on  enormous  bloating ;  this  passed  off,  the  woman  got  well,  and 
lived  fifteen  vears. 

Dr.  Chamberlain  mentioned  a  case  of  uterine  haemorrhage,  that,  at 
the  time  of  coming  under  his  treatment,  had  been  going  on  for  four 
weeks.  He  found  the  patient  fainting  and  pulseless ;  the  discharge 
dark  and  offensive.  It  was  checked  with  Creosote^  and  Clmia^^^  and 
the  patient  recovered. 

Dr.  Underwood  cured  a  case  of  uterine  haemorrhage  with  Sepia, 
where  the  flow  was  profuse  and  of  dark  color,  the  pains  sharp  and 
darting  down  the  legs. 

Dr.  Whittier  had  used  the  spurred  corn  [maize  fungus]  in  per- 
haps fifty  cases  of  haemorrhage,  with  good  success  ;  he  had  never 
failed  to  control  it,  except  in  a  single  instance.  He  would  not  expect 
good  results  from  it,  if  the  flow  was  watery. 

Afternoon  Session.  — •  Dr.  Hunt  reported  a  very  interesting  case  of 
poisoning  from  inhaling  the  vapors  of  sulphuric  acid.  The  man 
had  been  under  quinine  treatment  in  allopathic  hands  for  two  months. 
Pulsatilla  afforded  most  relief. 

A  committee  was  chosen  to  make  arrangements  for  the  formation  of 
a  library. 

Dr.  J.  C.  W.  Moore,  formerly  of  Andover,  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  society. 

Drs.  L.  B.  Nichols  and  C.  A.  Brooks  were  chosen  as  delegates  to 
attend  the  approaching  session  of  the  American  Institute  of  Ho- 
moeopathy. 

At  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

C.  C.  Slocomb,  Secretary, 

THE   VERMONT   HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY 

Holds  its  nineteenth  annual  session  at  Burlington,  June  1,  1869. 
The  notice  was  received  since   our    last    issue.     This    society  has 
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wakened  to  new  life,  and  we  shall  hope  not  only  to  find  a  considerable 
increase  in  its  numbers,  but  also  to  receive  a  valuable  report  of  the 
meeting  for  our  next  number. 

THE  HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  WESTERN  DISTRICT  OF 

NEW  JERSEY. 

This  Society  has  just  been  organized  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances, and  numbers  over  twenty  members.  There  are  in  that 
section  of  the  State  about  forty  homoeopathic  physicians,  nearly  all 
of  whom  will  probably  join  the  Society.  We  shall  hope  to  have 
reports  from  time  to  time.  H.  F.  Hunt,  M.D.,  of  Camden,  has 
been  appointed  delegate  to  the  next  session  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homoeopathy .     R.  M.  Wilkinson,  of  Trenton,  alternate. 

THE    MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL    SOCIETY    OF    THE    STATE    OF    KANSAS. 

The  recentl^^-formed  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Kansas,  after  mature  deliberation,  has  decided  to  adopt  the  new  name 
given  above. 

BUFFALO   HOMCEOPATHIC    FREE    DISPENSARY. 

Eighteen  months  ago,  or  more,  thirteen  Buffalo  physicians  con- 
tributed ten  dollars  eacli  to  found  a  dispensary.  Four  hundred  dollars 
were  given  by  other  friends  of  homoeopathy.  Since  November  1, 
1867,  $202.77  have  been  spent  in  running  expenses,  including  rent, 
but  not  the  services  of  attending  physicians.  The  results  have 
been  as  follows:  patients,  1,292;  office  prescriptions,  692;  visits, 
2,278;  deaths,  9;  under  treatment,  97;  recoverieSj  959;  result  un- 
known, 227. 

State  aid  has  been  obtained,  chiefly  through  the  assistance  of 
Dr.  H.  M.  Paine,  of  Albany.  The  charit}'  has  also  friends  in  Mr. 
Halsey  and  Mr.  Appleby.  At  the  annual  meeting,  held  May  11,  the 
following  attending  physicians  were  appointed :  Drs.  A.  M.  Kenyon, 
A.  R.  Wright,  G.  W.  Lewis,  E.  G.  Cook,  A.  T.  Bull,  H.  Baethig. 

the     HOMCEOPATHIC     MEDICAL     AND     SURGICAL     HOSPITAL     AND    DISPEN- 
SARY   OF    PITTSBURG. 

The  Third  Annual  Report  of  this  institution  shows  continued 
prosperity  and  increased  usefulness.  The  average  number  of  inmates 
the  first  3'ear  was  13f  ;  the  second,  18|^ ;  the  third,  19J.  It  has 
in  all  had  382  inmates  and  has  issued  5,954  prescriptions  from  the 
dispensary  ;  of  these  last,  3,450  were  during  the  3^ear  ending  April  1, 
1869.  The  hospital  patients  last  year  were  168  ;  renuiining  from 
previous  year,  24  ;  admitted,  138  ;  born,  6.  There  were  discharged, 
137  ;  died,  11  ;  remaining,  20.  Nine  of  the  eleven  deaths  were,  one 
each  from  psoas  abscess,  cancerous  tumor,  gunshot,  anasarca,  cholera 
infantum,  hepatic  abscess,  and  three  from  consumption.  Of  the  re- 
maining two,  one  was  brought  in  moribund.  Tliere  were  thirteen 
lying-in  cases.  The  proportionate  results  were:  Cured,  56.42  per 
cent ;  improved,  22.44  ;  unimproved,  4.40  ;  eloped  or  discharged  for 
misconduct,  12.24;  died,  6.50.  The  most  frequent  diseases  were: 
Gastritis,  5  ;  tuberculosis,  6  ;  intermittent  fever,  8  ;    rheumatism,  12. 
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The  donations  and  subscriptions  amounted  to  $2,736,  besides  the  aid 
furnished  by  the  Ladies'  Homoeopathic  Charitable  Association,  $1,470. 
Tiie  board  of  paying  patients  amounted  to  $867. 

The  medical  faculty  is  as  follows  :  Consulting  Physician,  H.  Hof- 
mann,  M.D. ;  Medical  Staff,  Drs.  D.  Cowley,  L.  M.  Rousseau,  J.  S. 
Rankin,  B.  F.  Dake ;  Surgical  Staff,  Drs.  J.  C.  Burgher,  L.  H. 
Willard,  J.  H.  McClelland. 

A    HOMCEOPATHIC    HOSPITAL   FOR   PHILADELPHIA. 

A  TEMPORARY  Organization  has  been  effected,  with  Mrs.  Jay  Cooke 
at  the  head,  to  arrange  for  a  fair  to  be  held  next  autumn  in  behalf  of 
a  homoeopathic  hospital  in  Philadelphia.  Provision  is  made  for  the 
storage  of  contributions  of  useful  and  fancy  articles  till  the  time  of 
the  fair.  It  is  intended  that  a  children's  department  with  children's 
tables  shall  be  a  feature  of  the  fair.  Ladies  who  desire  to  aid  the 
cause  by  the  formation  of  circles  of  congenial  persons  for  work  and 
collection  are  requested  at  once  to  communicate  with  the  secretary  of 
the  temporary  organization,  Mrs.  Edwin  Greble,  128  South  19th 
Street,  Philadelphia.  When  a  sufficient  number  of  circles  shall  have 
been  formed,  a  permanent  organization  is  to  be  effected. 

Why  cannot  the  ladies  of  New  England  assist  Philadelphia  in  this 
laudable  enterprise  ?  A  handsome  table  might  be  supplied,  and  placed 
under  the  charge  of  New  England  ladies  residing  in  that  city.  A 
hospital  commencing  with  a  fund  of  fifty  or  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  would  soon  grow  to  be  an  institution  of  great  value  to  our 
cause. 

HOMCEOPATHIC    DISPENSARY    FAIR    AT    CINCINNATI. 

A  MOST  successful  fair  was  held  at  Pike's  Opera  House,  May  10  to 
15,  inclusive.  All  the  appliances  usually  found  at  fairs  for  eliciting 
fun  and  funds  were  skilfully  used  by  the  ladies,  and  the  result  was  a 
clear  profit  of  between  ten  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  this  noble 
object.  Moreover,  it  brought  the  physicians  in  direct  contact  with 
each  other,  and  taught  them  how  to  work  harmoniously  together  for 
one  common  object.  This  effort  has  given  a  new  impetus  to  the  cause 
of  homoeopathy  in  Cincinnati,  which,  if  followed  up  judiciously  and 
earnestly,  will  soon  make  ours  the  leading  and  dominant  school 
there. 

ITEMS  AND  EXTRACTS. 
Homoeopathy  is  the  orthodox  medical  faith  in  Brazil. 

A  skilful  French  surgeon  has  successfully  removed  a  wen  from 
the  top  of  Patti's  head. — Exchange, 

The  name  of  this  "  skilful  French  surgeon"  should  be  recorded. 

The  papers  report  that  Mr.  Dickens's  doctors  have  forbidden  him  to 
read  for  several  months. 

Dr.  Mary  E.  Walker  has  a  right  to  complain  that  republics  are 
ungrateful,  inasmuch  as  she  has  not  received  an  appointment  in  the 
Treasury  Department. 

NO.  VI. — VOL.  IV.  21* 
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Where  ignorance  and  bigotry,  with  their  usual  attendants,  conceit 
and  denunciation,  become  the  accepted  leaders  of  any  science,  Heaven 
protect  its  future  ! 

A  Novel  Prescription  for  the  Ague. — Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  of 
England,  wrote  to  Governor  Winthrop,  the  second,  of  Massachusetts, 
in  the  18th  century,  and  recommended  the  following  cure  for  the 
ague  :  "  Pare  the  patient's  nails  ;  put  the  parings  in  a  little  bag  round 
the  neck  of  a  live  eel,  and  put  him  in  a  tub  of  water  ;  the  eel  will  die, 
and  the  patient  will  recover." 

Iced  Tea.  —  Perhaps  few  of  our  readers  know  what  a  delicious  and 
refreshing  beverage,  especially  during  the  hot  weather,  is  made  by 
the  sudden  cooling,  with  lumps  of  ice,  of  newlj^  drawn  black  tea.  By 
this  process  the  theine  and  volatile  oils,  which  pass  off  so  rapidly  under 
heat,  are  retained,  and  add  much  to  the  flavor  and  strength  of  the 
infusion. 

The  extremes  of  climate  in  California  are  well  illustrated  hj  the 
case  of  an  editor  in  Alpine  Count}',  who  rides  to  his  office  in  a  sleigh, 
the  snow  being  five  feet  deep  in  some  places,  and  writes  behind  a 
bouquet  of  flowers  plucked  in  the  open  air,  within  sight  of  his  window. 

The  First  Medical  Work  in  this  Country. — Thomas  Thacher, 
the  first  minister  of  the  "  Old  South  Church,"  Boston,  Mass.,  was  the 
author  of  the  first  medical  treatise  printed  in  this  country. 

Nutriment  of  Beer.  — Prof.  Liebig  says  that  1,460  quarts  of  the 
best  Bavarian  beer  contain  exactly  the  nourishment  of  a  two-and-a- 
half  pound  loaf  of  bread. 

Strychnia  in  Beer. — The  British  Medical  Journal  contains  the 
following  startling  statement :  "  It  is  said  that  several  large  brewers 
are  experimenting  on  the  properties  of  str^'chnia,  with  a  view  of  test- 
ing how  far  it  may  be  used  safely  in  bitter  ales." 

Drinking- Water  in  Italy  a  Cause  of  Stone.  —  We  have  it  on 
the  authority  of  a  highly'  intelligent  Florentine,  of  great  medical  ac- 
complishments, that  eighty  per  cent  of  the  population  are  more  or 
less  afflicted  with  these  diseases  ;  and  English  residents,  after  but  a 
few  months'  experience  of  Florence  and  its  waters,  have  found  them- 
selves suffering  severely  in  the  kidney  and  bladder. 

Poaverful  Voices.  —  Sir  Duncan  Gibb,  President  of  the  London 
Anthropological  Society,  claims  for  the  Germans  the  most  powerful 
voices  in  Europe.  The  voices  of  the  Tartars  are,  however,  more 
stentorian ;  while  those  of  the  Chinese  and  Japanese  are  of  feeble 
compass  and  low  power. 

The  First  Lecture  on  Anatomy  in  this  Country. — Soon  after  the 
settlement  of  Mas^achuf-etts,  Giles  Firman  iii  rived  from  England,  and 
his  lectures  on  anatomy  were  the  first  scientific  teaching  of  the  New 
World. 

His  practice  was  \QYy  small  or  unremunerative,  for  he  wrote  to 
Governor  Winthrop  :  *'  I  am  strongly  set  upon  to  study  divinitie, 
my  studyes  else  must  be  lost,  for  the  physick  is  but  a  meeue  helpe." 
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Vesico-Vagtnal  Fistula.  — -  Dr.  Meadows  has  an  article  in  the  Brit- 
ish and  Foreign  Medico-Chirurgical  Review  on  a  new  mode  of  treat- 
ing cases  of  vesico-vaginal  fistula.  He  urges  from  rational  grounds, 
fortified  by  two  cases,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  keeping  the 
patient  decubitus  after  the  operation ;  for  that  a  successful  event  is  as 
well  secured  when  the  patient  is  allowed  to  go  about  her  ordinary 
business,  the  operation  having  been  performed  in  the  usual  manner 
with  interrupted  silver  suture. 

Gltceride  of  Tannin.  —  Glyceride  of  tannin  is  a  very  valuable 
application  in  a  variety  of  trivial  but  troublesome  complaints.  These 
are  excoriation  of  the  inside  of  the  nose,  with  discharge  of  a  thin 
sanious  fluid ;  cases  of  sanious  or  purulent  discharge  from  the  ears, 
so  commonl}'  met  with  in  weak  or  unhealthy  children  ;  chronic  vagin- 
itis of  children ;  eczema,  in  which  disease  the  itching,  tingling,  and 
burning  so  commonly  present  are  at  once  removed.  The  eczema 
which  occurs  behind  the  ears  of  children  is  admirably  treated  with 
this  remedy.  Glyceride  of  tannin  is  an  extremely  useful  application 
to  the  throat  for  a  variety  of  purposes,  not  during  the  existence  of 
acute  inflammation,  but  during  its  subsidence. 

Traumatic  Fracture  of  the  Larynx.  —  M.  Fredit,  in  communi- 
cating a  case  which  came  under  his  notice,  expresses  his  surprise  that 
so  little  is  to  be  found  on  the  subject  of  fractures  of  the  larj^nx  in 
manuals  of  surgery.  A  man  aged  thirty,  having  engaged  in  a  quar- 
rel, was  seized  by  the  throat  by  a  strong  adversary,  who,  after  throw- 
ing him  upon  the  ground,  kept  him  there  some  moments,  with  his 
hand  on  the  anterior  part  of  his  neck.  It  was  then  found  that  the 
man  could  not  rise,  and  was  unable  to  speak,  while  his  face  was 
bloodshot.  He  was  not  seen  by  a  medical  man  until  the  next  day, 
when  he  was  found  with  a  cyanotic  face,  and  laboring  under  dyspncea. 
His  neck  was  emphysematous,  but  no  fracture  could  be  perceived. 
On  the  third  day  after  the  accident,  he  fell  dead  while  endeavoring  to 
get  into  bed.  At  the  autopsy,  three  fractures  of  the  cricoid  carti- 
lage were  discovered.  The  most  considerable  occupied  the  median 
portion  of  the  cartilage,  and  was  as  clean  as  if  cut  by  a  knife.  The 
others  were  situated  on  the  right  and  left  lateral  portions.  The  left 
arytenoid  cartilage  was  incompletely  luxated,  and  there  was  consid- 
erable oedema  of  the  glottis,  chordae  vocales,  and  epiglottis.  The 
sudden  death  seemed  to  have  arisen  from  the  displacement  of  one  of 
the  fragments  of  the  cricoid  and  the  corresponding  ar3^tenoid,  one 
riding  on  the  other,  which  completely  obstructed  the  passage  of  air. 
—  Gaz,  des  Hos.j  No,  90,  91. 
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The  Homceopathic  Therapeutics  of  Diarrhcea,  Dysentery,  Chol- 
era, Cholera  Morbus,  Cholera  Infantum  and  all  other  loose 
Evacuations  of  the  Bowels.  By  James  B.  Bell,  M.D.  Philadel- 
phia: A.  J.  Tafel.     pp.  168,  18mo. 

We  do  not  often  find  so  much  labor  compressed  into  so  small  bulk. 
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The  book  contains  108  remedies,  with  their  symptoms,  aggravations, 
ameliorations  and  accompaniments.  This  aims  to  be  exhaustive, 
embracing  everything  hitherto  recorded,  though  compressed  into  the 
narrowest  limits.  This  synopsis  is  generally  followed  by  Dr.  Bell's 
own  remarks,  confirming  or  contradicting  what  he  has  copied  on  the 
authority  of  others.  These,  and  the  Italics  in  the  enumeration  of  the 
sj-mptoms,  convey  the  opinions  of  the  compiler,  and  serve  as  a  clew  to 
what  might  otherwise  prove  an  embarras  de  ricliesse. 

The  second  part  is  a  repertorj^,  equally  elaborate,  containing  a 
reference  from  every  symptom  and  accompaniment  to  each  remedy 
under  which  it  is  found.  A  young  phj^sician,  who  has  alread}'-  put 
together  an  amount  of  labor  like  this,  may  well  hope  by  subsequent 
revisions  of  it  to  ultimately  contribute  not  a  little  to  the  success  of 
the  whole  profession  in  a  class  of  diseases  over  which  medicine  has 
more  power  than  over  au}^  other  that  is  equally  destructive  of  life. 
Ko  homoeopathic  practitioner  can  afford  to  do  without  this  little  volume 
the  coming  summer.  Dr.  Bell  is  a  firm  believer  in  high  attenua- 
tions, preferring  ''  the  twelfth,  fifteenth,  thirtieth,  two  hundredth,  and 
often  higher  potencies." 

The  Sexes  Here  and  Hereafter.  By  William  H.  Holcombe,  M.D., 
Author  of  "  Our  Children  in  Heaven,"  etc.  Philadelphia:  J.  B. 
Lippincott  &  Co.     pp   277,  12mo. 

To  those  who  look  upon  sex  as  mere  anatomical  structure,  on  which 
depend  certain  moral,  intellectual  and  ph3'siological  consequences, 
this  book  will  either  seem  as  idle  dreams,  or  radiant  with  new  light. 
For  Dr.  Holcombe  teaches  that  nought  that  exists  in  heaven  or  earth 
is  sexless,  whether  it  be  matter  or  spirit,  animal,  vegetable  or  mineral. 
The  opposite  polarities  of  the  magnet  are  sexes  ;  so  are  the  positive 
and  negative  electricities.  "  Sex  is  the  universal  form  ;  love  the 
universal  power  or  force  ;  and  marriage  the  universal  result."  "  These 
advanced  truths  are  wrought  as  foundation-stones  into  the  stupendous 
sytem  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg."  It  is  not  ours  to  pronounce  on  the 
truth  or  error  of  this  book :  it  belongs  rather  to  the  theologian  to 
speak  ex  cathedra  on  it,  but  no  one  can  read  it  without  acknowledg- 
ing the  power  and  force,  as  well  as  the  exquisite  beauty  and  precision 
in  the  use  of  language,  which  the  author  exhibits  on  every  page. 

Report  of  the  Yellow  Fever  of  1867.  By  William  H.  Holcombe, 
M.D.,  New  Orleans.  Twent^^-two  pages,  reprinted  from  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy. 

The  beauty  of  the  style  in  which  these  pages  are  written,  and  the  im- 
portant facts  they  contain,  justify  an  extra  edition.  The  author 
claims  for  himself  and  Dr.  Davis,  with  him  at  Natchez  in  1853,  the 
original  idea  that  the  virus  of  serpents  was  homoeopathic  to  the  promi- 
nent symptoms  of  5'ellow  fever,  and  that  subsequent  experiments  with 
Crot.^"^  and  Lach.^^  justified  their  expectations.  Verj'^  few  of  oui-  readers 
will  fail  to  see  this  report,  yet  we  cannot  forbear  quoting  a  few  lines 
on  nursing,  at  the  crisis  of  the  disease  : 

"Many  a  yellow-fever  patient  has  lost  his  life  by  a  current  of  cold 
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air,  by  sleeping  uncovered,  ...  by  moving  from  one  bed  to  another, 
by  eating  the  least  portion  of  indigestible  food.  The  thread  of  life, 
already  attenuated,  has  been  sometimes  suddenly  snapped,  even  when 
the  patient  seemed  to  be  doing  well,  by  the  communication  of  unpleas- 
ant news,  by  the  discharge  of  an  evening  gun,  or  by  a  passing  wail 
of  funeral  music." 

Again,  in  the  concluding  paragraph :  "  A  terrible  epidemic  is  a 
severe  test  of  the  strength  and  truth  of  our  system.  All  that  incre- 
dulity, ignorance,  bigotry,  jealousy,  and  self-interest  can  do  against 
us  will  be  done.  Vigilant  and  suspicious  eyes  are  on  us.  Busy,  and 
too  frequently  false,  tongues  assail  us.  Our  enemies  sneer ;  luke- 
warm friends  begin  to  tremble  ;  we  feel  the  crushing  weight  of  strange 
responsibilities.  Apostles  of  a  new  creed  and  of  new  ideas,  w^e  fight, 
with  apparently  insignificant  means,  against  the  accumulated  false 
doctrines  and  prejudices  of  all  the  ages.  We  are  cheered  and  sup- 
ported by  our  frequent  successes,  and  by  the  voice  of  approving  con- 
science, more  grateful  than  the  applause  of  listening  senates.  The 
battle  ends  ;  our  friends  rejoice  ;  our  enemies  are^quiet  and  silent.  .  .  . 
We  have  gained  a  little  against  the  mighty  current  we  have  breasted. 
We  leave  our  work  for  the  appreciation  of  nobler  times  and  greater 
men." 

Cases  of  Orthopedic  Surgery,  read  before  the  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  June  3,  1868.  By  Buckmin- 
ster  Brown,  M.D.  Boston :  James  Campbell,  pp.  28,  8vo,  8 
photographs. 

Orthopaedic  surgery  so  often  aims  at  orthopodic  results  that  not  a 
few,  who  ought  to  know  better,  imagine  that  the  word  is  a  bastard  from 
the  Greek  adjective  op')o^,  correct,  and  the  Latin  noun  ipes^^foot;  instead 
of  the  Greek  noun  ir'alg,  'rraidog,  a  child.  It  is,  however,  surprising  to 
see  Webster's  Dictionary,  from  which  half  a  nation  must  take  its 
science,  committing  this  blunder.  It  spells  the  word,  as  does  Dr. 
Brown,  substituting  e  for  the  diphthong  m  ;  it  follows  the  same 
rule  as  it  does  in  hemorrhage,  fetus,  phenix,  phenomenon,  and  here 
with  disastrous  results.  The  art  aims  at  correcting  the  figure 
of  a  deformed  child,  either  by  mechanical  appliances  or  the  knife. 
The  enterprising  Merriams  must  pardon  this  cut  of  our  bistcury 
at  a  deformity  of  their  quarto  which  evidently  requires  a  surgical 
operation.  It  is  a  wonder  that  the  editors,  who  made  so  free  use 
of  the  accuracy  of  the  lamented  Robley  Dunglison,  should  have  failed 
to  consult  his  dictionary  here. 

Dr.  Brown's  paper,  here  republished,  concerns  itself  only  with  re- 
sults of  orthoptedy,  both  operative  and  mechanical,  introducing 
twenty  successful  cases  in  twenty''  pages.  Fifteen  of  these  are  illus- 
trated with  photographs  taken  before  and  after  the  deformity  was 
remedied,  and  exhibit  the  degree  of  perfection  attained  by  this  branch 
of  surgery. 

Photographs  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  taken  from  life  under  the 
superintendence  of  Howard  F.  Damon,  M.D.,  Boston ;  James 
Campbell.    Series  II.,  Nos.  1-6. 

Six  uncolored  photographs,  illustrating  alopecia,  herpes,  and  ich- 
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thyosis.  They  may  be  enlarged  to  life-size  by  a  lens  of  three  or  four 
inches  in  diameter,  without  losing  much,  if  any,  of  their  distinctness, 
and  are  of  value  as  authentic  specimens  of  the  diseases  they  repre- 
sent. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Function  of  Digestion,  its  Disorders,  and  their 
Treatment.  By  F.  W.  Pavy,  M.D.,  etc.,  of  Guy's  Hospital.  Phil- 
adelphia :  H.  C.  Lea.    pp.  246. 

This  thin  octavo  aims  at  a  great  deal.  The  whole  space  might  be 
given  to  deglutition,  a  hundred  times  as  much  to  indigestion  ;  and  as 
for  prehension,  —  defined  as  "  securing  our  food,"  — what  but  an  en- 
cyclopedia would  suffice  for  this  most  difficult  of  arts?  The  truth  is, 
that  here  we  have  a  well-written  treatise  for  laymen  on  a  subject  con- 
cerning which  they  ought  to  know  more  than  they  do,  and  to  practise 
better  what  they  already  know.  The  first  English  edition  of  this 
book  sold  off  so  rapidly  as  to  compel  the  issue  of  the  second  before 
the  author  could  complete  his  original  design  of  adding  to  the  present 
volume  an  article  on  Food.  This  is  to  follow  as  a  separate  work. 
In  completing  his  original  design,  we  hope  that  Dr.  Pavy  will  more 
concentrate  his  attention  on  the  prevention  and  relief  of  digestive 
disorders  by  diet,  which  is  certainly  safer  in  the  hands  of  the  laity 
than  allopathic  medicines  are.  But,  to  do  justice  to  the  book,  there 
is  comparative!}''  little  of  ''  treatment "  in  it ;  and  of  prescriptions, 
allopathic  or  otherwise,  there  are  almost  none. 

The  School  and  Field  Book  of  Botany,  containing  First  Les- 
sons in  Botany,  and  Field,  Forest  and  Garden  Botany.  By  Asa 
Gray.  New  York  :  Ivison,;Phinne3^,  Blakemau  &  Co.  Pp.  236  and 
386,  8vo. 

Prof.  Gray  has  furnished  our  schools  with  all  their  best  text-books 
on  botany  ever  since  1848.  The  Botanical  Text-hook  is  some  ten 
years  older  still,  but  it  has  long  since  been  replaced  by  the  Les- 
sons. This  and  the  Manual  were  for  older  students  only.  How 
Plants  Grow^  written  for  children  in  the  common  schools,  included 
studies  taken  from  garden-flowers.  This  led  to  the  preparation  of  a 
small  volume  of  Garden  Botany  to  accompany  the  Manual.  So  the 
college  student  needed  last  year  three  books,  —  the  Lessons,  Manual, 
and  Garden  Botany.  The  present  work  is  smaller  and  cheaper  than 
the  Manual  alone.  It  contains  the  Lessons,  all  the  Garden  Botany, 
all  the  Manual  that  would  be  of  service  to  the  student,  and  many 
Southern  plants  which  are  cultivated  at  the  North.  Practically, 
two  volumes  now  embrace  the  whole  curriculum  of  botany,  from  that 
for  the  common  school  to  the  university.  The  author,  who  has 
given  the  undivided  energies  of  a  whole  life  and  a  master  mind  to 
botany,  has  performed  a  great  service  to  the  world  by  placing  all 
his  hoarded  wealth  at  the  disposal  of  every  inquiring  mind,  in  a 
manner  that  seems  scarcely  susceptible  of  further  improvement. 
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Prof.  H.  N.  Martin,  Philadelphia.  —  Our  attention  has  been  called  to  an 
error  io  the  last  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  American  Institute.  In 
the  Report  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  the  name  of 
Henry  Noah  Martin,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine,  was  accidentally 
omitted.  This  the  Secretary  regrets  the  more,  since  Prof.  Martin  has  been 
one  of  the  active  members  of  the  faculty  from  its  commencement,  and  has 
labored  diligently  and  earnestly  for  the  good  of  our  cause,  not  only  in  the 
college,  but  also  in  his  private  practice  and  in  the  journal  he  so  ably  edits. 

J.  R.  Piper,  M.D.,  of  Washington,  who  is  suffering  from  slowly-progressing 
lupus,  writes  us:  "I  have  been  able  to  attend  to  my  business  only  about 
two  months  since  last  August.  I  went  to  Europe  last  year  to  consult  Dr. 
Leutze,  at  Cothen,  in  regard  to  the  cancer  on  my  face;  came  home  sick,  and 
was  not  able  to  attend  to  out-door  business  until  January.  In  March  I  was 
again  taken  down  with  a  very  severe  attack  of  illness,  and  my  life  was  for  a 
long  time  despaired  of.  I  have  fortunately  recovered,  and  have  been  attend- 
ing to  business  two  or  three  weeks.  The  cancer  has  attained  very  formidable 
proportions,  and  is  troublesome  to  dress  and  keep  clean,  bleeding  a  good 
deal." 

Married.  —  At  South  Dedhara,  Mass.,  May  1st,  1869,  F.  M.  Cragin,  M.D., 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Day,  both  of  South  Dedham. 

Deaths.  C.  B.  Currier,  M.D.,  of  Middlebury,  Yt.,  writes  us  of  the  death 
from  Bright's  disease,  of  a  favorite  sister.  Miss  Abbie  Currier. 

William  Knight,  M.D.,  of  Marlboro',  Mass.,  died  of  pneumonia,  on 
Sunday,  May  23d,  1869,  aged  fifty  years.  He  had  been  in  active  practice 
twenty-five  years,  thirteen  of  which  were  devoted  to  homoeopathy.  A  mem- 
ber of  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  he  was  an  earnest 
believer  in  this  system,  commanded  a  large  and  very  successful  practice, 
and  to  the  last  day  of  his  life  protested  against  the  allopathic  use  of  drugs. 
A  skilful  and  reliable  surgeon,  for  the  last  ten  years  he  performed  most  of 
the  surgery  in  a  community  of  15,000  inhabitants.  With  hereditary  tenden- 
cies to  pulmonary  disease,  he  frequently  said,  "  I  have  lived  longer  than  I 
had  a  right  to  expect,"  and  at  the  commencement  of  his  last  sickness  felt  that 
it  would  prove  fatal.  His  death  will  be  a  serious  loss  to  the  profession  and 
the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

RoBLEY  DuNGLisoN,  M.D.,  died  April  1,  1869.  Not  merely  the  medical 
profession,  but  the  literary  world,  regrets  his  death.  For,  while  we  best 
appreciate  his  labors  in  the  judicious  selection,  definition,  and  orthography 
of  the  terms  we  use,  so  that  all  lexicographers  defer  to  him  in  this  depart- 
ment, his  s  1  vices  in  this  direction  extended  far  beyond  the  professional 
sphere. 

Dr.  Dunglison  was  born  in  Keswick,  England,  in  1798.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  London,  1819,  but  in  1824  came  to  the  United  States, 
at  the  solicitation  of  President  Jetterson,  to  fill  the  chair  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine  in  the  University  of  Virginia.  In  1833,  he  became  Professor  of 
Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  Maryland,  and  in  1836  Professor  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  Jefierson  Medical 
College  of  Philadelphia.  The  latter  position  he  filled  with  great  acceptance 
until  very  recently,  when  failing  health  compelled  his  resignation.  As  an  au- 
thor, Professor  Dunglison  was  very  successful:  his  Human  Physiology,  Dic- 
tionary of  Medical  Science,  Elements  of  Hygiene,  Materia  Medica,  aud  New 
Remedies  have  long  enjoyed  a  high  reputation  among  the  standard  medical 
text-books.  He  was  a  member  aud  correspondent  of  numerous  literary  and 
scientific  societies,  both  in  Europe  and  the  United  States,  and  was  universally 
esteemed  as  an  honorable  and  upright  man  in  every  relation  of  life.  Profes- 
sor Dunglison  was  much  interested  iu  the  instruction  of  persons  deprived  of 
sight,  being  Vice-President  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  having  pub- 
lished a  large  dictionary  for  the  use  of  this  unfortunate  cJ^ass  of  sutterers. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
R.  W.  H.,  Chicago.— Send  along  some  of  your  experiences. 

C.  B.  C,  Vt. — Thanks  for  your  kind  favors.  "We  have  adopted  your  sug- 
gestion. 

E.  C,  "El  Dorado,"  Kan. — How  unfortunate  for  your  town  to  be  so  much 
poorer  than  the  name  indicates,  that  you  could  not  raise  two  dollars  for  the 
Gazette  !  Perhaps  "  good  luck"  will  yet  enable  you  to  subscribe ,  and  we  hope 
each  number  will  give  you  more  value  than  the  whole  volume  costs. 

W.  R  ,  New  York. — We  are  greatly  obliged  for  the  missing  numbers  of  the 
"North- American,"  and  the  full  file  of  the  "Sun,"  whose  rays  we  hope  will 
penetrate  many  dark  places. 

H.  S.  S.,  N.  Y. — Artificial  noses,  as  you  will  see,  have  been  "manufactured 
to  order  "for  this  number.  Codman  and  Shurtleff'and  W.  L.  Macdonald,  M.D., 
41  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  have  had  experience  in  the  reconstruction  of  this 
prominent  feature. 
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Exchanges  for  May : 

North-American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy ;  New  York.  American  Journal  of 
Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica ;  Philadelphia.  The  Hahnemannian  Monthly ; 
Philadelphia.  American  Homoeopathic  Observer;  Detroit.  Medical  Investi- 
gator; Chicago.  Western  Homeopathic  Observer;  St.  Louis.  Monthly 
Homoeopathic  Independent;  St.  Louis.  El  Criterio  Medico;  Madrid.  Monthly 
Homoeopathic  Review;  London.  Bibliotheque  Homoeopathique ;  Paris.  Bos- 
ton Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Guardian  of  Health  ;  Boston.  The  Medical 
Record;  New  York.  The  Medical  Gazette;  New  York.  Philadelphia  Uni- 
versity Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  Bufialo  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal.  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  Pacific  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal ;  San  Francisco.  Missouri  Dental  Journal;  St.  Louis.  Boston 
Journal  of  Chemistry.  The  Atlantic  Monthly;  Boston.  Our  Young  Folks; 
Boston.  Every  Saturday;  Boston.  Living  Age;  Boston.  Our  Dumb  Animals; 
Boston.  The  Little  Wanderers' Advocate ;  13oston.  The  Monthly  Record  of 
the  Five  Points  House  of  Industry ;  New  York.     Cincinnati  Weekly  Times. 

Also  the  following  : — 

Monograph  on  Dioscorea  Villosa  and  Dioscorein ;  A.  M.  Gushing,  M.D. 
Valedictory  Address  to  the  Graduating  Class  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical 
College  of  Missouri;  N.  D.  Tirrell,  M.D.  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Homoeo- 
pathic Medical  and  Surgical  Dispensary  and  Hospital  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  Con- 
stitution aud  By-Laws  of  the  Maine  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society.  A  Letter 
to  Prof.  A.  B.  Palmer,  M.D.,  of  the  University  of  Michigan ;  Chas.  J.  Heinpel, 
M.D.  Code  of  Ethics,  Constitution,  By-Laws  and  List  of  Members  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  Annual  Address  to  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Homoeopatiiy  at  its  Twenty-first  Session;  Henry  B.  Clarke,  M.D.  Re- 
port on  the  Yellow  Fever  of  1867  ;  William  H.  Holcombe,  M.D.,  New  Orleans. 
Some  Suggestions  on  Hydrothorax;  S.  M.  Gate,  M.D.  Pathogenesis  of  Ptelea 
Trifoliata;  E.  M.  Hale,  M.D.  Proceedings  and  Miscellaneous  Papers  of  the 
Twenty-first  Session  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  Section  I. 
No.  2.  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Provings  to 
the  Twenty-first  Session  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homceopathy.  Sec- 
tion II.  No.  2.  Reports  of  the  Bureaus  of  Physiology,  Anatomy  and  Hygiene 
to  the  Twenty-first  Session  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy, 
Section  VII.  No.  1.  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery;  James  B.  Bell,  M.  D.,  Phi- 
ladelphia:  A.  J.  Tafel.  Woman  in  Prison;  Caroline  H.  AVoods,  New  York : 
Hurd  &  Houghton.  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital ; 
Boston.  Orthopedic  Surgery;  Buckminster  Brown,  M.D.,  Boston:  James 
Campbell.  Gray's  School  and  Field  Book  of  Botany;  New  York:  Ivison, 
Phinney,  Blakeman  &  Co.  Photographs  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Skin;  Howard 
F.  Damon,  M.D. ;  Boston :  Jas.  Campbell  &  Co. 


HOMCEOPATHIC  REGISTER.  225 

HOMCEOPATHIC  REGISTER. 

(Continued  from  page  188.) 

Peckham,  George  F.,  M.D.,  Rawsonville,  Ohio. 

Peer,  George  W.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Penniman,  J.  A.,  M.D. 

Perrine,  George  W.,  M.D.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Peterson,  O.  W.,  M.D.,  Waterloo,  N.Y. 

Peterson,  Peter  H.,  M.D.,  Union  Springs,  N.  Y. 

Peterson,  Wilson,  M.D.,  36  E.  31st  Street,  New  York  City. 

Pettit,  Thomas  Jefferson,  M.D.,  Port  Plain,  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y. 

Phillips,  Albert  W.,  M.D.,  Birmingham,  Conn. 

Pierce,  Levi,  M.D.,  Charlestown,  Mass. 

Pierson,  A.  Manly,  M.D.,  125th  Street,  near  3d  Avenue,  New  York  City. 

Pike,  Joseph  G.  W.,  M.D.,  103  Camden  Street,  Washington,  D.C. 

Piper,  John  R.,  M.D.,  425  12th  Street,  Washington,  D.C. 

Pitton,  Sylvester,  M.D.,  Wellville,  Alleghany  County,  N.  Y. 

Pitts,  David  W.,  M.D.,  Johnsonville,  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y. 

Pomeroy  Thomas  P.,  M.D.,  99  Congress  Street,  East,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Pond,  Isaac  W.,  Springbow,  Crawford  County,  Pa. 

Porter,  Maria  W.,  M.D.,  Davenport,  Scott  County,  Iowa. 

Potter,  Asaph  Le  Roy  Livingston,  M.D.,  Albion,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y. 

Powell,  Hans,  M.D.,  184  East  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

Powers,  David  Cooper,  M.D.,  Coldwater,  Mich. 

Pratt,  S.  Milton,  M.D.,  Dover,  Bureau  County,  111. 

Pratt,  William  M.,  M.D.,  50  E.  31st  Street,  New  York  City. 

Prentice,  N.  F.,  M.D.,  Freeport,  Stephenson  County,  111. 

Price,  Elias  C,  M.D.,  110  N.  Eutaw  Street,  Baltimore,  Md. 

PuLsiFER,  Moses  Rust,  M.D.,  Ellsworth,  Hancock  County,  Me. 
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REPORT   ON   CLINICAL   MEDICINE. 

BY  W.   E.    PAYNE,   M.D.,  BATH,   ME, 

Eead  before  the  Maine  HomosopatMc  Medical  Society. 

Having  received  no  returns,  save  in  a  single  instance,  from  the 
circulars  sent  out  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  to  the  several 
members  of  our  society,  I  am  consequently  limited  to  my  own  per- 
sonal observation  and  experience  for  my  contribution  to  the  report 
of  your  committee  on  clinical  medicine. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  homoeopathic  physicians  in  gen- 
eral trust  so  much  to  memory,  and  give  so  little  heed  to  a  funda- 
mental rule  laid  down  by  Hahnemann,  and  urgently  enforced  in 
both  the  Organon  and  Chronic  Diseases,  viz :  to  record  symptoms 
at  the  bedside,  and  make  constant  reference  to  the  record  during 
the  subsequent  treatment.  An  image  of  the  disease  should  be 
before  the  physician,  either  in  memory  or  in  manuscript,  whenever 
the  case  is  under  consideration,  that  he  may  review  it  as  often  as 
necessary  to  satisfy  himself  that  he  has  surely  recognized  those 
^^  striking,  singular,  extraordinary,  peculiar  or  characteristic  symp- 
toms," which  Hahnemann  says  are,  above  all  others,  to  guide  us  in 
our  choice  of  the  remedy.  Now,  the  memory  of  most  men  is  too  falli- 
ble to  be  trusted  in  a  matter  of  such  grave  importance ;  for  upon 
an  accurate  determination  of  this  question  depends  the  health,  and 
often  the  life,  of  a  fellow-being.  Nothing  should  suffice,  short  of  a 
careful  record  to  which  the  physician  may  recur  again  and  again, 
if  need  be,  until  the  true  remedy  is  discovered. 

But  another  and  far  more  important  reason  for  preserving  a 
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record  of  our  cases  is  that  it  affords  the  means  for  the  purification 
of  our  materia  medica.  When  a  drug  symptom  is  clinically  con- 
firmed— and  not  till  then — it  becomes  a  part  of  an  enduring  materia 
medica.  No  man,  however  acute  may  be  his  discriminative  powers, 
can  without  the  aid  of  clinical  records,  separate  the  genuine  from 
the  spurious  symptoms  of  our  materia  medica,  as  is  abundantly 
evident  from  the  unsatisfactory  results  of  all  attempts  to  sift  them 
by  mere  study. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  proceed  to  give  you,  in  a 
general  way,  the  result  of  my  own  individual  observation  and 
experience  the  past  year. 

The  principal  diseases,  in  my  circle,  have  not  varied  much  in 
character  from  those  of  previous  years,  if  we  except  the  epidemic 
known  as  influenza,  which  prevailed  so  extensively  throughout  the 
United  States. 

INFLUENZA. 

In  the  spring  of  1868,  the  usual  colds,  incident  to  the  chang- 
ing seasons,  were  numerous.  They  were  limited  in  some  cases 
to  a  simple  flux  from  the  nasal  passages,  while  in  others  the 
throat  became  inflamed,  ranging  in  its  pathological  condition  from 
simple  engorgement  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  fauces  to  the 
croupous  exudative  inflammation  known  as  diphtheria;  but  in  by 
far  the  larger  number  of  cases,  bronchial  irritation,  attended  by  a 
hard  and  painful  cough,  with  difficulty  of  breathing,  was  the  result. 
The  summer  and  autumn  months  were  marked  by  diarrhoea,  dysen- 
tery and  typhoid  fever;  while  later  in  the  year,  and  in  the  winter 
of  1868-9,  there  occurred  an  epidemic  influenza  or  catarrhal  fever, 
with  the  development  and  course  of  which  you  are  all  familiar. 
We  have  had  also  mild  cases  of  scarlatina  and,  concurrently,  paro- 
titis, which  for  a  time  prevailed  somewhat  extensively. 

The  epidemic  through  which  we  have  just  passed  has  mani- 
fested itself  in  my  practice  in  a  variety  of  ways,  apparently 
attacking  those  organs  and  tissues  in  which  there  was  the  greatest 
predisposition  to  disease.  But  nearly  all  cases,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  form  of  disease  ultimately  developed,  commenced 
with  chilliness  and  prostration.     The  disease  vei-y  soon,  however, 
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showed  its  multiform  tendency  by  attacking  organs,  or  systems  of 
organs,  more  or  less  remotely  allied  in  texture  and  function.  One 
fact,  however,  is  worthy  of  note :  the  first  localizing  tendency  was 
upon  the  mucous  membranes,  while  other  tissues  and  organs  appeared 
to  become  involved  by  extension  rather  than  inception. 

One  form  was  characterized  by  a  highly  irritated  and  inflamed 
condition  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nasal  passages,  eyes, 
and  throat.  Sneezing,  fluent  coryza,  lachrymation,  secretion  of 
mucus  about  the  fauces,  pain  on  swallowing  and  a  painful  sen- 
sation at  every  inspiration,  as  if  a  stream  of  scalding  water  was 
being  forced  along  one  or  both  of  the  nasal  passages,  were  the 
prominent  symptoms.  This  stage  continued  unchanged,  generally, 
from  forty-eight  to  seventy-two  hours,  when,  if  not  cut  short  by  the 
appropriate  remedy,  bronchial  inflammation  ensued,  attended  by 
dyspnoea.  It  was  followed  by  a  hard,  painful  cough,  excited  by  a 
troublesome  tickling  under  the  sternum,  and  great  rawness  of  the 
chest,  with  headache,  and  bruised  feeling  in  the  abdominal  muscles, 
painfully  increased  by  coughing.  If  still  unchecked,  the  paren- 
chyma of  the  lungs  often  became  involved,  resulting  in  pneumonia; 
in  other  cases,  pleuritic  inflammation  supervened. 

In  aged  and  feeble  persons  the  disease  proved  very  severe; 
many  cases,  and  particularly  those  under  exhausting  treatment, 
terminated  fatally.  With  such  persons  the  fever  assumed  a  typhoid 
type :  cough  hard  and  painful,  with  scanty  expectoration,  some- 
times bloody;  delirium,  coma,  rattling  in  the  trachea  and  bronchial 
ramifications;  labored  breathing,  colliquative  sweat  and  speedy 
dissolution. 

In  other  cases  the  disease  seemed  to  avoid  the  air-passages, 
and  make  its  way  along  the  oesophagus  into  the  stomach,  and  along 
the  intestinal  tract,  producing  vomiting  and  profuse  watery  evacu- 
ations as  in  choleramorbus,  or  bloody  mucus  discharges,  with 
tenesmus  as  in  autumnal  dysentery.  And  still  other  cases,  in  which 
the  urinary  organs  were  involved,  were  characterized  by  a  constant 
inclination  to  urinate,  with  smarting  and  burning  in  the  urethra, 
much  increased  whenever  the  urine  was  voided.  I  had,  also,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  epidemic,  an  unusual  number  of  cases 
of  leucorrhoea,  profuse,  and   generally   attended    with    smarting, 
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burning  and  itching.  But  the  question  whether  they  were  really 
vaginal  or  uterine  catarrh,  originating  in  the  prevailing  epidemic^ 
or  whether  the  largely  increased  number  of  cases  at  that  time  was 
a  mere  coincidence;  may  be  left  for  settlement  to  the  accumulating 
observations  and  experience  of  the  profession.  Another  fact  I  will 
here  mention  respecting  the  influenza  symptoms:  most  of  them 
were  ao^o^ravated  at  nioht. 

In  my  treatment  of  this  epidemic,  I  have  endeavored,  as  in  all- 
other  cases,  to  discover  the  peculiar  or  striking  symptoms  of  the  case 
in  hand,  and  to  take  those  as  my  guide  in  searching  for  the  remedy ; 
and  I  have  usually  found;  by  a  more  extended  comparison,  that  the 
drug  which  covered  those  symptoms  well,  covered  the  symptoms  of 
the  whole  case.  Where  there  was  soreness  of  the  throat,  felt  at 
the  upper  part  of  the  left  tonsil,  extending  thence  across  to  the  soft 
palatC;  along  the  lelt  nostril;  attended  with  a  sensation  at  every 
inspiration,  as  if  a  stream  of  scalding  water  rushed  along  the  nasal 
passage  of  that  side,  the  opposite  nostril  at  the  same  time  being 
stopped;  and  continuous  accumulation  of  irritating  mucus  about  the 
throat;  with  hard,  painful  cough,  and  symptoms  aggravated  at  night, 
Gelsemimim  ^  hastens  a  favorable  crisis.  ^Vhere  there  was  a  great 
degree  of  hoarseness,  or  complete  aphonia,  Sulph.^^^^  acted  promptly 
and  efficiently,  even  when  Carho.  veg.,  Caust.y  and  Fhos.  had  failed. 

In  cases  where  a  vesicular  eruption  appeared  around  the  mouth 
(hidroa)  Rlius  tox,^^  removed  the  symptoms  promptly.  I  men- 
tion a  single  case  to  illustrate  :  a  young  man  of  retiring  habits,  with 
a  pimply  face  (acne  pimcluta),  was  taken  alter  exposure  with  chilli- 
ness, headache,  and  oppressed  breathing ;  with  catching  pains  in 
right  side  of  chest,  cutting  off  the  breath  on  making  a  deep  inspi- 
ration, and  with  anxiety  and  apprehension  that  unless  relieved,  he 
would  not  be  able  to  breathe  long.  At  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  gave 
a  spoonlul  of  a  solution  of  Bri/onia^^,  to  be  repeated  everj^  three 
hours.  The  following  morning  very  early,  the  father  came  for  me, 
saying  his  son  was  no  better;  he  had  passed  a  very  restless  night, 
and  he  feared  congestion  of  the  lungs.  On  approaching  the  bed- 
side, I  noticed  arjund  the  mouth  a  plentiful  crop  of  vesicles, 
which  had  come  out  during  :ihe  night.  This  at  once  suggested  Ars. 
and    Rhus  tox.     Both   have   the   prolabial  eruption;  but  the  chest 
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symptoms  were  more  fully  represented  by  Rhus  tox.  than  by 
Arsenicum.  '  Therefore  Rhus  was  selected,  and  given  in  the  30th 
potency.  Prompt  relief  followed,  and  no  other  medicine  was 
required.  Causticum^^  proved  effective  in  cases  characterized  by  a 
sensation  of  great  rawness  of  the  throat  and  chest  when  coughing; 
and  more  surely  was  this  remedy  indicated  when  the  paroxysms 
of  cough  were  attended  by  an  involuntary  discharge  of  urine. 

Aconite  and  Bryonia  appeared  to  be  better  adapted  to  cases  of 
uncomplicated  pneumonia  than  any  other  remedies.  In  the  stage 
of  pulmonary  engorgement,  when  the  skin  was  hot  and  dry,  with 
short  and  dry  cough,  soreness  of  the  chest,  great  thirst,  and 
extreme  restlessness.  Aconite  worked  well,  generally  changing  the 
whole  aspect  of  the  case.  But  in  cases  where  the  expirations 
were  shorter  or  more  hurried  than  the  inspirations,  and  with  the 
cough  attended  by  expectoration  of  pure  blood,  or  blood-streaked 
mucus,  and  thirst  for  acid  drinks,  Bryonia  proved  to  be  the  remedy. 

One  case  of  neglected  cold,  resulting  in  pneumonia  of  the  right 
lung  which  had  reached  the  stage  of  hepatization  before  I  was 
called,  passed  on  very  well  under  the  successive  use  of  Bryonia, 
Sulphur  and  Rhus  tox.;  at  least,  the  febrile  symptoms  abated,  the 
appetite  returned,  and  the  digestive  and  assimilative  functions 
were  much  improved;  yet  the  hepatized  condition  of 'the  lung 
remained  the  same,  both  in  extent  and  density,  as  was  evident  in 
the  unaltered  bronchial  respiration  and  bronchophony.  Several 
remedies  were  used,  among  which  were  Phos.  and  Bromine  ;  but 
neither  appeared  to  touch  the  case,  though  used  in  the  low  as  well 
as  the  high  potencies ;  and  iiot  till  Kali  hydriodicum  was  used  did 
the  disease  yield.  Under  the  200th  potency,  followed  by  the  30th, 
resolution  commenced  and  proceeded  rapidly  to  completion.  I 
am  unable  to  give  you  from  the  provings  any  indications  for  the 
use  of  this  remedy,  but  refer  you  to  the  record  of  post-mortem 
appearances  appended  to  the  proving  of  Kali  hydr,  as  given  in  the 
Sjmptomen  Codex.  The  most  striking  symptom  in  the  case,  at  the 
time  of  giving  the  Kali,  was  an  abundant  expectoration  of  white 
froth  resembling  soap-suds. 

In  cases  where  there  was  vomiting  and  diarrhoea,  Dulcamara 
was  the  main  remedy,  especially  in  cases  showing  ^reat  inclination 
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to  chilliness  during  the  vomiting,  and  copious  mucus,  or  watery 
yellowish  evacuations,  expelled  with  considerable  force,  with  faint- 
ness  when  at  stool.  In  cases  without  the  vomiting,  when  the 
evacuations  were  watery,  and  of  a  greyish-white,  sometimes  escap- 
ing when  attempting  to  emit  flatus,  Phos.  acid,  proved  sufficient. 
When  the  urinary  organs  were  affected,  and  there  was  tenesmus 
vesicae,  with  intolerable  cutting,  burning  pain  in  the  urethra  during 
the  scanty  flow  of  urine,  Mercurius  aceticus  was  the  remedy,  and 
afforded  speedy  relief. 

SCAELATINA. 

Cases  of  scarlatina  have  been  scattered  along  throughout  the 
year,  yet  the  disease  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  been  epidemic  at 
any  time.  Generally  it  has  been  mild,  though  in  a  few  cases  the 
anginose  symptoms  were  strongly  marked  —  showing  diphtheritic 
deposits  about  the  tonsils  and  soft  palate ;  while  in  others,  and 
especially  in  those  where  the  eruption  was  scanty,  or  entirely 
absent,  inflammation  of  the  parotid  and  submaxillary  glands  was 
the  sequel ;  the  left  parotid  was  usually  involved,  and  in  two  or 
three  instances  proceeded  on  to  suppuration ;  while,  in  still  other 
cases,  nephritic  inflammation  ensued.  The  cases  under  my  obser- 
vation have  all  terminated  favorably.  Belladonna  alone  was 
sufficient  in  simple  cases,  even  where  the  anginose  symptoms 
were  severe,  if  the  efflorescence  was  scarlet,  smooth  and  uniform, 
the  head  hot,  and  the  feet  and  hands  cold  till  the  eruption  appeared 
upon  them,  together  with  great  dryness  of  the  throat  and  mouth, 
redness  and  swelling  of  the  tonsils  and  soft  palate.  But  in  cases 
.where  the  anginose  symptoms  increased  as  the  efflorescence  faded, 
with  a  large  accumulation  of  tenacious  mucus  in  the  fauces,  accom- 
panied by  salivation  and  offensive  odor  from  the  mouth,  Merc.  soL 
exerted  a  decidedly  curative  influence.  When,  as  the  sequel,  the 
parotids  became  involved,  and  especially  the  left.  Bromine  did 
better  than  any  other  remedy.  When  the  urine  became  scanty 
and  smoky  in  its  appearance  with  dark  epithelial  or  granular 
sediment,  or  there  was  a  deposit  of  blood-corpuscles,  Arsenicum  or 
Terebinthina  restored  the  urinary  secretion  to  a  normal  appear- 
ance, and  recovery  followed  without  the  consecutive  dropsical 
effusion.     I  am  unable  to  give  you  any  distinctive  indications  for 
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the  use  of  these  remedies,  or  rather  to  say  when  Ars.  should  be 
used;  and  when  Terebinthina.  Nothing  appeared  in  the  few  cases 
under  observation  to  enable  me  to  draw  the  line  of  distinction; 
therefore,  when  Arsenic U7n  fsiiled J  I  used  Terebinthina]  and  I  suc- 
ceeded in  all. 

MUMPS. 

Parotitis,  though  prevalent,  has  been  mild,  generally  requiring 
but  little  or  no  treatment.  In  one  case  where  metastasis  to  the 
testicles  occurred,  the  right  more  swollen  and  painful  than  the  left 
Arsenicum  arrested  the  disease  promptly. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Several  cases  of  vesicular  erysipelas  of  the  face  and  scalp,  have 
come  under  my  observation  in  the  course  of  the  year.  In  those 
where  the  eruption  showed  itself  first  on  the  cheek,  preceded  by 
chilliness  and  headache,  and  attended  by  burning  and  stinging  in 
the  parts,  with  inconsiderable  itching,  Grajih.  arrested  the  disease 
promptly;  two  cases,  however,  presented  symptoms  similar  to  the 
above  in  which  Graph,  failed,  but  Euphorbitim  succeeded ;  but  Rhus 
tox.  suited  those  cases  where  the  inflammatory  process  commenced 
on  the  ear,  gradually  spreading  to  the  cheek  and  forehead  of  the 
same  side,  then  to  the  opposite  ear,  cheek,  and  side  of  the  head, 
with  blistering,  burning,  and  itching. 

CHLOROSIS. 

An  unusual  number  of  cases  of  chlorosis  in  young  girls  from 
fourteen  to  twenty  years  of  age,  came  into  my  hands.  The  general 
appearance  was  such  as  is  found  in  all  cases  of  this  disease, 
anemia  —  a  waxy  paleness  of  the  skin;  sensitiveness  to  cold,  with 
cold  feet  and  hands;  quick  and  sometimes  irregular  beating  of  the 
heart,  increased  by  motion ;  a  rushing  noise  in  the  ears,  and  bel- 
lows or  anaemic  murmur  of  the  heart  and  large  arteries;  headache; 
want  of  appetite,  or  a  morbid  craving  for  chalk,  coal,  slate  pen- 
cils, pickles,  olives,  etc.,  and  for  strong  acids ;  want  of  breath  when 
moving  or  ascending;  desire  to  lie  down  and  sleep,  with  depres- 
sion of  spirits.  In  one  case  with  the  above  symptoms,  except  the 
morbid  craving,  but  with  the  addition  of  premature  menstruation, 
and  a  constricted  sensation  around  the  hypochondria,  as  if  girded 
with  a  band  or  cord,  Calc,  carb?^  effected  a  prompt  and  permanent 
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change.  I  think,  however,  that  neither  scanty  nor  delayed  menstru- 
ation contra-indicate  Calc,  carh.  provided  the  other  symptoms  corre- 
spond. In  cases  of  anaemia,  the  presence  of  a  constricted  feeling 
about  the  waist,  would  turn  my  attention  to  Calc.carh,i\io\x^  men- 
struation were  delayed,  scanty,  or  entirely  absent.  Arsenicum 
suited  where  excessive  weakness  prevailed  with  inability  to  remain 
long  in  an  upright  position;  a  feeling  of  sickness  and  a  disposition 
to  faint  when  rising  up ;  beating  pain  in  the  head, — aggravated  by 
moving  about,  and  worse  in  the  middle  of  the  day;  —  chilliness  and 
impatience. 

LEPRA. 

I  will  mention,  in  conclusion,  two  cases  of  lepra  vulgaris,  the 
termination  of  which  interested  me  much ;  all  the  more,  doubtless, 
on  account  of  failure  in  sonie  cases  previously  treated;  further- 
more the  cure  was  accomplished  here  by  what  purported  to  be  a 
very  high  potency  of  the  drug  used. 

The  disease,  as  is  characteristic,  commenced  near  the  joints  of 
the  liuibs  —  knee,  ankle,  and  elbow  —  showing  irregular  circular 
patches,  considerably  raised  above  the  surrounding  skin,  con- 
sisting of  successive  layers  of  grajish-white  laminated  scales  of 
morbid  epidermis,  and  varying  in  size  from  a  half  dime  to  a 
dollar.  There  was  intolerable  itching  and  burning  in  the  ajQTected 
parts  at  night,  which  could  be  assuaged  only  by  scratching  till  the 
thick  crusts  were  torn  and  bleeding. 

The  first  case  under  treatment  was  that  of  an  unmarried  lady, 
some  twenty-four  years  of  age.  The  disease  had  then  been  under 
allopathic  treatment  for  several  months.  This  patient  had  a  dark, 
dingy  looking  skin,  dark  hair  and  eyes.  The  disease,  which  at 
first  was  confined  to  the  extremities,  had  now  invaded  the  trunk 
and  hairy  scalp,  and  presented  a  repulsive  appearance.  Graph^^y 
was  given,  one  powder  a  day  for  three  days,  then  blank  powders  for 
two  weeks ;  and  if  no  change.  Graph,  again  for  three  days,  and 
blank  powders  till  again  seen.  At  the  end  of  a  month  there  was 
no  change  which  could  be  attributed  to  the  working  of  the  medi- 
cine. Sulph.^^  was  substituted,  subject  to  the  same  directions  given 
for  Graph. 

In  the  mean  time  another  case  presented  itself  in  the  person  of 
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a  young  girl,  aged  twelve  years.  The  eruption,  in  tliis  case,  was 
still  confined  to  the  extremities,  though  several  months  had  elapsed 
since  it  first  appeared.  But  the  crusts  were  thick  and  large,  and 
the  itching,  at  night,  intolerable.  I  resolved  to  make  a  trial  of 
Arsenicum,  and  begin  with  the  highest  potency  in  my  possession. 
I  accordingly  gave  what  purported  to  be  the  40,000th.  The  effect 
was  prompt,  and  in  a  few  weeks  the  eruption  had  disappeared  with- 
out the  use  of  any  other  remedy,  or  any  other  potency.  My  first 
patient  returned  at  the  end  of  two  months,  not  only  not  improved, 
but  more  repulsive  than  ever.  My  success  in  the  case  of  my  young 
patient  assured  me  in  this.  Arsenicum  of  the  same  potency  was 
given ;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  about  six  weeks,  the  patient  pre- 
sented herself,  with  scarcely  any  traces  of  the  eruption.  More 
powders  were  given,  and  the  patient  has  not  since  returned,  as  she 
promised  to  do,  provided  the  eruption  re-appeared. 

I  have  said  that  I  gave  what  was  declared  to  be  the  40,000th 
potency  of  Arsenicum,  This  qualifying  statement,  as  it  implies 
something  of  doubt,  may  require  a  word  of  explanation.  On  en- 
tering the  profession,  I  determined,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  test 
theories,  and  repeat  such  experiments  as  promised  something  for 
the  sick,  before  deciding  in  favor  of  or  against  them.  In  pursuing 
this  course,  I  early  learned  that  many  of  the  theories  and  specula- 
tions of  the  profession  were  fallacious;  and,  in  seeking  something 
better,  I  stumbled  upon  homoeopathy.  Applying  the  same  test 
here  proved  to  my  mind  the  truth  of  similia  similihus  curantur.  I 
found,  however,  uncertainty  with  respect  to  the  dose,  and  the  need 
of  continued  experimentation.  I  therefore  supplied  myself  with  a 
series  of  potencies,  up  to  the  highest  then  known  to  the  profession: 
and  have  since  added,  from  time  to  time,  others,  as  they  have  ap- 
peared, until  I  have  reached,  in  the  case  of  some  medicines,  what  is 
said  to  be  the  100,000th.  Now,  it  is  well  known,  that  to  obtain 
these  very  high  potencies  in  the  way  pointed  out  by  Hahnemann, 
immense  cost  and  labor,  as  well  as  a  series  of  years,  must  be  re- 
quired. From  such  consideration,  many  have  been  led  to  question 
whether  medicines  have  ever  been  carried  up  so  high ;  and  this 
doubt  receives  much  support  from  the  refusal  of  some  of  the  gentle- 
men engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  higli  potencies  to  en- 
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lighten  the  profession  upon  their  mode  of  preparing  them.  It  is 
quite  evident  that  the  100,000th  attenuation  has  never  been  reached 
in  the  way  prescribed  in  the  Organon;  and,  if  not  in  accordance 
with  the  only  method  known  to  and  practised  by  the  profession,  by 
what  method,  then,  has  it  been  reached  ?  This  is  a  question  that  the 
physician  has  a  right  to  ask;  and  as  long  as  it  remains  unanswered^ 
or  is  evaded,  he  may  entertain  doubts,  without  being  amenable  to 
the  charge  of  unwarrantable  distrust  in  the  integrity  of  his  recusant 
brother. 

If  I  am  asked  what  potencies  I  am  accustomed  to  use,  I  reply 
that  I  allow  myself  the  range  of  the  whole  scale.  As  long  as  I 
retain  a  reasonable  degree  of  confidence  that  my  remedy  is  well 
selected,  I  seldom  abandon  it  until  I  have  tried  a  variety  of  poten- 
cies, from  the  so  called  "  high  potencies  "  down  to  the  third,  or 
even  the  first. 


AN  INVOLUNTARY  PROVING  OF  TARTAR  EMETIC. 

BY  J.   H.   WOODBUKY,   M.D.,   BOSTON. 

Mr.  ,  aged  thirty-five   years,   of  lymphatic   temperament, 

black  hair  and  eyes,  ruddy  complexion  and  inclined  to  corpulency, 
addicted  to  high  living  and  the  excessive  use  of  stimulants,  had 
taken  for  fifteen  days  four  grains,  upon  an  average,  of  Tait.  cmet. 
in  whiskey,  administered  to  him  secretly  by  his  wife  "to  wean  him 
from  the  love  of  intoxicating  drinks,"  for  which,  unfortunately,  he 
had  acquired  an  uncontrollable  appetite.  Notwithstanding  the 
drug  had  promptly  produced  its  characteristic  effect  upon  the 
stomach,  the  poor  man  had  continued  to  drink  until  forced  to  take 
his  bed  by  the  exhaustion  caused  by  constant  vomiting  and  the 
consequent  loss  of  nearly  all  the  food  taken;  as  well  as  by  the 
peculiarly  debilitating  effect  of  the  drug. 

I  was  then  called  to  attend  him,  and  after  learning  the  above 
facts  from  his  wife,  I  proceeded  to  examine  the  patient  whose  case 
presented  the  following  characteristics :  He  was  lying  on  his  right 
side,  and  any  departure  from  this  position  was  sure  to  be  followed 
by  an  attack  of  vomiting.  He  complained  of  great  weakness  and 
exhaustion,  was  very  despondent  and  apprehensive  that  he  should 
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not  recover.  He  dreaded  above  all  things  to  be  left  alone,  even 
for  a  few  moments,  lest  "  he  should  be  dreadfully  nervous  and  not 
know  what  to  do  with  himself." 

His  countenance  was  unusually  pale,  and  wore  an  expression  of 
extreme  anxiety ;  his  tongue  was  covered  with  a  thick,  white  pasty 
coating;  he  had  some  appetite  for  food  which,  however,  was 
quickly  rejected  j  his  thirst  was  constant  and  insatiable.  From  the 
constant  and  long  continued  use  of  the  drug,  his  stomach  had  be- 
come intolerant  of  both  food  and  drink,  and  he  had  now  a  great 
disgust  for  whiskey  which  he  believed  to  be  the  cause  of  his  illness. 
He  declared  that  the  very  thought  of  it  produced  intense  nausea. 
His  pulse  had  sunk  from  78,  its  normal  rate,  to  60.  While  taking 
the  Tart.  emet.  he  had  an  attack  of  angina  pectoris,  from  which  he 
had  formerly  been  a  frequent  suferer,  though  he  had  for  the  past 
four  years  believed  himself  cured  of  it.  Aside  from  this  attack, 
which  may  have  been  accidental,  neither  the  throat  nor  the  thoracic 
viscera  were  affected  by  the  use  of  the  drug.  He  complained  of  a 
feeling  of  numbness  and  coldness  in  both  legs.  The  right  arm 
and  hand  and  the  great  toes  of  both  feet  were  cold  to  the  touch. 
Cramp  in  tlie  calves  of  the  legs  frequently  awoke  him  from  sleep; 
it  was  greatly  mitigated  by  a  lotion  of  Camphor  water. 

His  breast,  the  anterior  surface  of  the  upper  arms,  the  wrists, 
tlie  hypogastrium,  and  the  inner  surfaces  of  the  thighs  were  thickly 
covered  with  an  eruption  of  bright  red,  small,  conical,  distinct, 
hard  pimples,  with  an  inflamed  base  like  lichen  simplex.  The 
itching  from  this  was  intolerable,  irritating  him  at  times  almost  to 
frenzy.  This  began  to  appear  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  use  of  the 
drug,  and  did  not  appreciably  abate  until  three  days  after  its  dis- 
continuance. The  most  careful  examination  failed  to  discover  any 
traces  of  pustular  development. 

Arsenicum^  produced  a  speedy  improvement  in  all  his  symp- 
toms; the  nausea  and  vomiting  ceased  in  a  few  hours;  and  the 
following  morning  he  was  able  to  take  and  retain  some  simple  food. 
Under  its  continued  use  all  the  unpleasant  effects  of  this  powerful 
drug  disappeared  in  a  few  days.  During  the  fifteen  days'  use  of 
this  emetic,  the  patient's  weight  was  reduced  thirty  pounds.  This, 
however,  he  has  now  (two  months  later)  fully  regained ;  his  appe- 
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tite  is  now  good  and  his  digestion  perfect.  A  hagmorrhage  from 
the  bowels,  (from  which  he  had  frequently  suffered  for  several 
years  past,)  has  ceased  to  trouble  him,  but  whether  this  is  due  to 
the  action  of  the  drug  or  to  his  abstinence  from  intoxicating  liquors 
I  am  unable  to  say.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  object  for 
which  the  drug  was  given,  has  been  at  least  temporarily  secured,  as 
up  to  this  time  the  aversion  to  intoxicating  drinks  is  as  strong  as 
ever. 

Dr.  Gray  in  his  note  to  Tart.  stih.  in  Hull's  Jahr,  says,  ''it  is 
certainly  a  simillimum  of  variola  and  varioloid."  Certainly  no  one 
could  have  examined  this  eruption  without  being  impressed  by  its 
resemblance  to  the  primary  stage  of  these  diseases,  but  here  the 
resemblance  ceased;  for  the  fever,  the  pain  in  the  bajk  and  head, 
which  are  the  usual  accompaniments  of  these  diseases,  were  entirely 
wanting.  About  twelve  years  since,  this  gentleman  was  severely 
poisoned  by  arsenic  in  handling  skins  on  which  it  had  been  used 
to  preserve  them;  he  constantly  remarked  the  similarity  of  the 
symptoms  in  the  two  attacks;  this  furnishes  another  illustration  of 
the  close  analogy  between  the  effects  of  these  two  isomorphous 
drugS;  upon  the  healthy  organism. 


SURGICAL   MEMORANDA. 

BY   JA:\rES   B.   BELL,   M.D.,    OF   AUGUSTA,   ME. 

Bead  before  the  Maine  Homeopathic  Medical  Society. 
1.    CANCER  OF  THE  BREAST. 

Six  cases  have  presented  themselves  for  treatment  during  the 
past  year.  In  three  cases  the  breast  was  amputated.  The  first  case 
was  of  a  lady  of  about  fifty,  a  patient  of  Dr.  R.  R.  Williams.  She 
died  in  about  four  weeks  of  an  organic  disease  of  the  heart.  The 
cancer,  occupying  the  left  breast,  was  of  scirrhous  character.  It 
was  far  advanced ;  so  large  and  sensitive  that  an  accurate  examin- 
ation of  the  heart  was  not  possible.  No  post-mortem  examination 
was  made.  Aside  from  the  heart  affection,  the  prognosis  was  as 
favorable  as  the  average.  The  patient  bore  ether  well,  and  the 
wound  was  healing  kindly. 
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The  next  case  was  that  of  a  ladj  from  the  western  part  of  the 
State.  She  was  fifty-three  years  of  age,  and  of  robust  build,  in- 
clining to  fat.  The  tumor,  also  scirrhous,  occupied  the  right 
breast,  and  weighed  three-fourths  of  a  pound.  The  wound  healed 
well  by  second  intention,  and  the  lady  remains  well.  She  took 
during  the   succeeding  four   months  Arsenicum  ^^^,  Sulphur  ^^^  and 

The  third  case  was  a  maiden  lady  of  sixty-three,  of  very  spare 
figure,  and  reduced  vital  powers.  The  cancer  occupied  the  left 
breast,  and  was  very  large.  The  mass  consisted  entirely  of  the 
cancerous  growth,  as  the  natural  breast  was  wholly  undeveloped 
and  the  adipose  tissue  entirely  wanting.  By  the  urgent  entreaties 
of  the  patient,  I  removed  the  breast,  giving  an  entirely  unfavorable 
prognosis.  It  was  impossible  to  bring  the  parchment-like  skin  to- 
gether, and  an  open  wound  was  left  about  three  inches  wide.  This 
granulated  slowly,  showing,  after  some  weeks,  cancerous  granula- 
tions. The  disease  would  undoubtedly  have  returned  in  the  wound 
had  not  the  patient  died  in  about  two  months  and  a  half  of  an 
acute  catarrh  of  the  lungs  and  general  marasmus,  the  result,  doubt- 
less, of  the  cancerous  diathesis.  I  do  not  think  that  in  either  case 
death  was  hastened  by  the  operation,  and  it  is  certain  that  much 
suffering  was  saved  by  the  removal  of  a  painful  and  loathsome 
growth.  In  a  case  that  came  into  my  hands  a  few  weeks  ago,  the 
removal  of  the  breast  was,  for  the  same  reason,  considered  advis- 
able, but  the  lady  declined  the  operation.  The  tumor  occupies  the 
left  breast,  is  very  large,  and  the  patient  quite'  fat.  She  is  sixty- 
eight  years  old.  The  glands  under  the  arm  are  not  affected,  and 
the  prognosis  is  not  wholly  unfavorable,  if  she  would  submit  to 
an  operation. 

In  the  case  of  another  patient,  an  old  lady  of  seventy,  the 
tumor  being  of  but  three  inches  in  diameter  and  of  sluggish 
growth,  I  desired  to  try  the  effect  of  medication,  without  an  oper- 
ation. The  case  is  one  of  true  scirrhus,  and  the  patient  will  submit 
to  an  operation  whenever  I  advise  it ;  but  on  account  of  a  marked 
symptom,  ^^  great  itching  of  the  swollen  gland,^^  1  felt  encouraged  to 
give  Silicia,  1  have  given  her,  during  six  months,  two  doses  of  the 
200th  and  two  of  the  6000th.     The  result  thus  tar  has  been  an 
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entire  suspension  of  the  g:rowth  of  the  tumor,  a  lessening  of  the 
hardness,  and  and  a  removal  of  the  itching  and  some  troublesome 
pains,  with  an  improvement  of  the  general  health.  The  tumor  is 
in  the  right  breast. 

The  sixth  case  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  class  as  pseudo-scirrhus, 
as  there  is  room  for  a  reasonable  doubt  as  to  its  being  cancer. 
The  patient  was  a  gentleman  of  about  sixty  years.  He  had  a 
small  tumor  in  the  left  breast  about  one  and  a  quarter  inches  diam- 
eter and  half  an  inch  in  depth,  the  nipple  occupying  the  centre  of 
the  tumor.  It  had  attracted  his  attention  only  a  few  months  pre- 
vious, and  had  slowly  increased  and  become  painful,  the  pain  being 
of  sharp,  stinging,  twinging  character.  There  was  also  an  almost 
intolerable  itching  of  the  whole  breast.  He  desired  to  be  treated 
also  for  an  ulcer  of  the  right  leg,  over  the  upper  end  of  the  fibula. 
The  fibula  had  been  carious,  and  a  part  of  it  was  removed  under 
allopathic  treatment;  but  the  ulcer  still  refused  to  heal.  It  bore 
the  character,  however,  of  a  simple  ulcer,  without  any  special  char- 
acteristics, and  was  about  three  inches  long  and  one  inch  wide. 
Guided  chiefly  by  the  itching  of  the  swollen  breast,  I  gave  him 
Sllicia,  Two  doses  of  200th  and  two  doses  of  6000th  were 
administered  in  the  space  of  four  months.  All  the  symptoms  be- 
gan to  improve  at  once  after  the  first  dose.  When  the  improve- 
ment ceased,  it  was  repeated,  until  the  cure  was  complete,  the  ulcer 
being  entirely  healed  and  a  faint  trace  only  of  hardness  in  the 
breast  remaining.  My  own  opinion  is  that  the  tumor  was  of  a 
cancerous  character. 

One  fact  was  observed  in  all  these  cases  except  the  last.  The 
tumor  was  of  slow  growth  during  the  greater  part  of  its  existence, 
the  period  varying  in  the  different  cases  from  two  to  fifteen  years, 
and  not  until  it  started  up  into  its  active  and  progressive  state  did 
the  patient  seek  advice.  I  believe,  therefore,  we  should  be  on  the 
lookout  for  these  incipient  cases  among  our  patients,  in  order  that 
they  may  receive  early  medical  treatment. 

^  2.    COLLOID. 

The  patient  was  a  maiden  lady  of  forty  years,  residing  in  Mon- 
mouth. About  twelve  years  ago  she  observed  a  small  tumor  in  the 
skin  of  the  right  thigh,  about  six  inches  below  the  groin.     It  had 
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grown  but  slowly  until  within  a  few  months,  when  it  began  to  grow 
rapidly,  and  was  now  as  large  as  the  head  of  a  three-year  old 
child.  The  surface  was  even,  but  discolored  by  tortuous  veins. 
The  skin  was  but  slightly  attached  to  the  tumor.  From  this  latter 
circumstance  and  from  very  distinct  fluctuation,  I  was  led  to  believe 
that  the  tumor  was  of  a  sacculated  character  and  non-malignant. 
The  limb  was  very  much  swollen,  painful  and  nearly  useless.  The 
tumor  was  laid  bare  by  careful  incisions  upon  the  grooved  director 
which  passed  freely  under  the  skin.  It  was  found  to  lie  deeply 
imbedded  among  the  tissues  of  the  thigh.  The  sartorius  muscle 
passed  over  and  partly  through  it,  its  belly  being  completely  atro- 
phied by  the  pressure.  The  adductor  muscles  as  well  as  a  part 
of  the  vastus  internus  were  also  closely  attached  to  the  under  side. 
By  careful  dissection  with  the  fingers  and  scalpel  the  tumor  was 
removed  intact  in  about  an  hour.  The  hemorrhage  was  easily  con- 
trolled by  a  few  ligatures,  some  torsion  and  hot  water.  The 
wound  was  about  nine  inches  long  and  healed  well  by  second  in- 
tention. The  tumor  proved  on  section  to  be  true  colloid  cancer 
with  places  of  scirrhous  hardness.  It  weighed  four  pounds.  There 
being  absolutely  no  symptoms  to  prescribe  for,  as  is  too  frequently 
the  case  in  these  malignant  maladies,  I  have  given  empirically  a 
few  doses  of  Silicia.  The  lady  remains  well.  It  is  now  six 
months. 

3.    ENCEPHALOID. 

A  gentleman  of  forty-four  years,  of  exceedingly  robust  build  and 
fine  physical  proportions,  totally  free  from  any  other  ailment  what- 
ever, presented  himself  on  account  of  a  tumor  on  the  right  thigh. 
It  first  appeared  about  three  years  before,  and  had  been  twice  re- 
moved by  a  noted  allopathic  surgeon  without  the  use  of  anaesthetics. 
The  tumor  occupied  the  lower  and  inner  half  of  the  thigh.  It 
was  of  irregular  nodulated  form,  about  nine  inches  in  length,  five 
or  six  in  breadth,  and  projecting  as  much  more  above  the  surface  of 
the  thigh.  Having  been  thoroughly  purged  for  the  last  six  or 
seven  weeks,  by  a  redoubtable  "  cancer  doctor  "  in  Boston,  pre- 
paratory to  "  drawing  it  out,"  I  gave  him  four  powders  of  Nux  v. 
^^^^,  to  take  one  every  night  at  bedtime.  When  I  visited  him,  four 
days  afterward,  at  his  home,  ten  miles  from  mine,  he  expressed 
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great  pleasure  at  the  effect  of  the  powders,  making  him  feel,  as  he 
said,  much  better  in  every  way.  The  tumor  was  removed  in  the 
same  way  as  the  one  last  described,  only  in  piecemeal,  as  it  con- 
sisted of  a  multitude  of  sacs,  from  the  size  of  .a  hazel-nut  to  that 
of  an  apple,  each  very  tender  and  easily  broken,  and  filed  with 
brain-like  matter.  Every  one  that  could  be  found  was  carefully 
removed,  and  they  were  found  far  round  behind  the  femur  and 
down  almost  into  the  popliteal  space.  The  wound  healed  well  by 
granulation.  There  was  prolonged  nausea  and  vomiting,  lasting 
for  several  days,  the  result,  as  I  believe,  of  the  previous  purgation 
and  consequent  derangement  of  the  stomach.  For  ansesthesia  I 
administered  ether,  followed  by  chloroform.  I  was  indebted  in 
this,  and  in  the  other  operations  to  Dr.  J.  S.  Hall,  of  Hallowell,  for 
active  and  skillful  assistance.  This  tumor  was  removed  about 
three  months  ago,  and  there  are  as  yet  no  symptoms  of  return;  but 
I  have  reason  to  expect  it.  From  the  entire  absence  of  any 
apparent  cancerous  diathesis,  and  from  the  tumor  having  always 
confined  itself  to  this  spot,  1  would  hope  much  from  amputation,  and 
may  resort  to  it  in  case  of  a  return. 

4.    LOCAL  ANESTHESIA. 

Having  had  some  doubts  about  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  tis- 
sues to  the  freezing  point,  I  have  refrained  from  speaking  of  this 
matter  until  1  was  fully  satisfied  in  my  own  mind.  I  am  now  con- 
vinced that  we  have  in  the  rhigolene  spray  a  safe  and  practical 
means  of  removing  the  pain  of  brief  and  superficial  operations. 
It  is  chiefly  applicable  to  the  opening  of  abscesses,  carbuncles, 
whitlows,  etc.,  from  which  the  poor  patient  shrinks  with  such  fear 
and  dread.  It  is  delightful  to  a  merciful  man  to  cut  freely  into 
these  sensitive  things  and  have  the  patient,  if  it  be  out  of  his  t?ight, 
ask  whether  anything  has  been  done.  Only  one  precaution  is  needful, 
and  that  almost  self-evident.  The  spray  must  be  slowly  withdrawn 
after  the  operation,  thus  gradually  and  harmlessly  thawing  the 
frozen  surface  as  is  done  by  the  application  of  snow  to  frozen 
ipembers.  In  winter,  the  latter  can  be  substituted  in  the  thawing 
process. 

6.    NITROUS  OXIDE   GAS. 

By  the  kindness  of  one  of  our  dentists,  I  have  had  some  cxpe-, 
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rience  in  the  use  of  the  gas  in  brief  operations  not  suited  to  the 
use  of  rhigolene.  It  is  certainly  a  very  pleasant  and  safe  anes- 
thetic for  such  purposes,  and  very  manageable.  I  recently  per- 
formed the  painfal  operation  of  extirpating  one-third  of  an  in- 
growing toe-nail  with  entire  success  under  the  gas.  The  patient 
was  a  delicate  young  woman.  I  may  notice  here,  in  passing,  a 
modification  of  the  usual  procedure,  which  I  found  very  satisfac- 
tory. The  hard  and  thickened  toe-nail  is  difficult  to  cut  through 
with  the  scalpel,  rendering  the  operation  longer  and  more  painful. 
This  is  remedied  by  cutting  nearly  through  the  nail  in  the  line  of 
the  incision  to  be  made,  with  the  edge  of  a  thin  file,  such  as  den- 
tists use.     This  is  of  course  wholly  painless. 

6.    MISCELLANEOUS. 

There  has  been  the  usual  number  of  the  more  ordinary  cases. 
Fractures  have  done  well  under  the  usual  treatment.  Wounds  of 
the  face  and  elsewhere  have  healed  quickly  and  without  deformity 
with  the  use  of  hot  water ^  exact  coaptation  and  dry  dressing.  Ordinary 
whitlow  has  been  prevented  or  relieved  by  Diosc}^  One  case 
with  violent  nightly  pains,  not  relieved  under  allopathic  treatment 
by  laudanum,  and  with  threatening  necrosis  of  the  phalanx  was 
quickly  cured  by  Asa.foet.^^^  Another,  with  necrosis  of  the  tendon 
and  much  dark  discoloration,  recovered  quickly  without  deformity, 
under  Lacli?^^  ^^^  41,000^  Panaritium  has  found  quick  relief  and 
cure  from  Natr.  sulph.^^^  Neither  Baryt.  carb.  or  any  other  rem- 
edy has  had  any  eff'ect  in  chronic  hypertrophy  of  the  tonsils,  but 
thorough  excision  has  given  complete  and  permanent  relief  from 
the  labored  sleep,  obstructed  speech  and  respiration,  and  stooping 
shoulders.  Phosphorus  ^^^  has  quickly  stopped  haemorrhage  after 
the  extraction  of  teeth;  but  neither  Phos.  or  Lach.  were  able  to 
cure  a  large  vascular  bleeding  tumor  on  the  thigh  of  a  lady  of 
forty.  It  continued  to  grow,  and  was  removed  by  ligature.  Hy- 
drocele has  been  pleasantly  evacuated  by  the  little  exploring  trocar. 
NO.  vn.  —  VOL.  IV.  24* 


246  A  CASE  OF  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 


A   CASE   OF  MEMBRANOUS   CROUP. 

BY  H.   E.   SPALDING,   M.D.,   HLNGHAM,   MASS. 

I  WAS  called;  March  27,  to   visit  Annie   0- ,  aged  sixteen 

months.  I  went  immediately,  and  learned  from  the  mother  that 
on  the  night  of  the  25th,  two  days  before,  she  put  the  child  to  bed 
apparently  as  well  as  usual,  but  before  morning  was  aroused 
by  a  loud,  croupy  cough.  She  arose  and  applied  the  remedies 
commonly  used  in  domestic  practice  for  croup,  with  only  partial 
relief.  Still  she  thought  the  trouble  would  soon  disappear;  but 
the  next  night  found  the  child  still  worse.  The  little  sufferer 
passed  a  restless  night,  and  morning  found  her  worse  in  every 
respect.  Her  flesh  was  very  hot  and  dry ;  dyspnoea  increased 
and  continuous;  the  voice  hoarse  and  at  times  only  a  whisper; 
no  appetite,  and  having  eaten  nothing  since  she  was  6rst  taken 
sick. 

At  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  found  my  patient  with  flushed  cheeks ; 
dry,  hot  skin;  pulse  quick  and  high;  respiration  laborious;  the 
inspiration  slow,  with  a  deep,  sonorous,  grating  sound,  while  the 
expiration  was  short  and  quick.  The  cough  was  not  very  fre- 
quent, but  of  the  ringing  sound,  characteristic  of  croup. 

I  diagnosed  the  case  as  membranous  croup,  and  prescribed 
Aeon,  and  Spongia,  with  a  wet  compress  upon  throat  and  chest. 

At  nine  o'clock,  I  found  my  patient  sleeping,  as  she  had  been 
doing  at  intervals  since  my  visit.  She  was  bathed  in  a  profuse 
perspiration,  and  lay  with  her  head  thrown  back.  The  dyspnoea, 
if  in  any  way  changed,  had  increased ;  the  respiration  was  abdom- 
inal; there  was  more  rattling  in  the  throat,  and  at  times  a  decided 
whistle,  seeming  to  indicate  partially-detached  membrane.  The 
pulse  was  very  weak  and  irregular,  and  tliere  was  a  pinched  look  of 
the  features.  I  felt  that  the  case  demanded  prompt  relief,  and  I  deter- 
mined to  try  inhalation,  as  the  only  method  of  applying  a  remedy 
to  the  seat  of  the  disease.  I  placed  a  steam  atomizer  about  three 
foet  from  the  child  as  she  lay  in  her  mother's  lap,  and  directed  a 
spray  of  Tine.  Ferri  ehloridi  towards  the  child's  face.  The  effect 
was  like  magic.  She  had  hardly  taken  the  third  breath  of  the 
vapor  when  she  raised   herself  in  her  mother's  lap,  and  looked 
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curiously  at  the  instrument,  breathing  with  comparative  freedom 
and  ease.  The  air  in  the  room  was  in  a  few  moments  so  filled 
.  with  the  vapor  as  to  cause  much  irritation  in  the  lungs  of  all 
present.  The  mother  had  to  turn  her  face  and  cover  her  mouth 
and  nostrils  to  shield  herself  from  it.  1  expected  momentarily 
that  the  child,  with  the  spray  coming  directly  into  its  face,  would 
strangle;  but  instead  of  that  she  breathed  it  with  apparent  plea- 
sure. The  respiration  meanwhile  grew  fuller  and  easier  with  each 
inhalation.  Her  face  changed  its  pinched  look  of  suffering  to  an 
expression  of  contentment;  and,  in  short,  her  whole  appearance 
changed  "  as  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye."  I  watched  the  child  half 
an  hour  and  then  left,  giving  directions  that  the  spray  should  be 
continued  all  night.  Instead,  however,  of  using  the  officinal  tinc- 
ture, I  ordered  it  diluted  with  from  one  to  two  parts  water,  accord- 
ing as  the  breathing  seemed  easy  or  oppressed.  I  also  prescribed 
Spongia^  and  Sulphur^^. 

In  the  morning  I  learned  that  she  had  passed^  a  night  of  com- 
parative comfort.  About  two  o'clock,  A.M.,  she  had  vomited, 
throwing  up  quite  a  number  of  pieces  of  membrane,  some  of  which 
were  shown  me.  Her  cough  was  still  somewhat  croupy,  although 
not  frequent;  her  respiration  was  quite  easy.  I  ordered  the 
Spong.  and  Sulph.  to  be  continued,  and  the  atomizer  to  be  used  at 
frequent  intervals  during  the  day.  In  the  evening  I  found  still 
more  improvement.  She  had  slept  well,  and  had  taken  some  food 
which  she  had  till  then  refused.  She  coughed  less,  and  not  as 
croupy.  Ordered  the  same  treatment  during  the  night  as  during 
the  day. 

29th.  She  had  passed  a  good  night,  coughing  very  little. 
Treatment  the  same,  except  that  the  atomizer  was  used  but  little. 

The  following  day,  30th,  the  child  was  quite  well,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  slight,  loose  cough,  which  Phos.  readily  relieved. 
i  should  also  slate  that  on  that  day  the  entire  chest  and  neck  were 
thickly  covered  with  a  fine  eruption.  It  was  on  no  other  part  of 
the  body,  and  disappeared  during  the  day.  I  attribute  this  to  the 
effects  of  the  wet  compress  kept  upon  the  chest. 

What,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  ratio  medendi  ?  Is  it  homoeo- 
pathic?    Did   the  Ferrum  chloridum,  acting  on  the  homoeopathic 
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principle,  produce  an  acute  medicinal  inflammation  which  overcame 
the  morbid  condition  ?  Or,  acting  chemically,  did  it  so  astringe 
the  mucous  membrane  as  to  prevent  the  secretion  of  plastic  lymph  ? 
Or,  again,  did  it  act  upon  that  already  secreted,  and  by  preventing 
its  full  development  into  false  membrane,  hold  the  disease  in 
check,  until  it  was  removed  by  the  efforts  of  Nature,  aided  by  the 
remedies  Spongia  and  Sulphur.  These  questions  I  shall  not  now 
attempt  to  answer,  hoping  that  further  observations  may  suggest  a 
solution  of  the  problem. 


VOMITING  OF  PREGNANCY. 

BY  A.   M.   GUSHING,   M.D.,   OF  LYNN,   MASS. 

Dr.  Holcombe's  case,  cured  by  Lachesis^^^^  slightly  aided  by 
twenty  grains  of  bromide  of  potassium  each  evening  would  leave  a 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  some,  as  to  whether  Lachesis^^^^  alone  would 
have  performed  the  cure. 

Query.  Why  did  Dr.  Holcombe  give  bromide  of  potassium, 
when  he  "  has  tried  it  several  times  ''  in  similar  cases,  "  and  never 
with  any  decided  result  ?  " 

Believing  that  each  case  must  be  treated  regardless  of  any  other 
dissimilar  case,  I  submit  the  following : 

Mrs.  A.  three  years  since,  became  pregnant  with  her  first  child. 
At  six  weeks,  vomiting  commenced,  gradually  growing  worse  for 
two  weeks,  when,  under  allopathic  treatment,  she  was  obliged  to 
take  her  bed  and  remain  seven  months.  After  a  natural  labor  she 
recovered  her  usual  health.  One  year  since  she  came  to  my  office 
and  begged  for  medicine  to  produce  an  abortion,  being  six  weeks 
pregnant.  I  refused  her  request,  but  told  her  I  was  confident  I 
could  remove  the  nausea.  Accordingly  I  gave  her  Caulophyllum 
tincture  in  water  every  two  hours.  At  the  end  of  one  week  she  was 
much  worse.  For  two  weeks  I  gave  her  various  remedies  as 
directed  by  the  books  (mostly  in  the  third  decimal),  when  her  con- 
dition was  as  follows :  Has  been  confined  to  her  bed  one  week ; 
vomits  every  thing  she  takes,  also  vomits  a  greenish-yellow,  bitter 
liquid,  with  a  burning,  sinking  sensation  at  the  stomach ;  tongue 
coated  yellowish-brown  j  bowels  costive.    Prescribed  Merc,  prot-iod. 
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Idee,  jjj  water  every  two  hours.  The  next  day  she  was  better; 
She  continued  the  sanie  medicine  every  three  hours.  The  third  day 
I  found  her  sitting  up ;  there  was  no  vomiting.  Fourth  day :  no 
vomiting;  appetite  good ;  is  working  a  little  around  the  house. 
She  took  no  more  medicine,  and  was  quite  well  during  the  remain- 
der of  her  pregnancy. 


®fte  §m  (Bngtettd  pdM  mmiU, 


BOSTON,    JULY,    1869. 

The  twenty-second  session  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeo- 
pathy, exceeded  in  magnitude  and  importance  the  most  ardent 
expectations  of  its  members.  A  larger  number  were  present  than 
had  been  anticipated,  and  among  them  were  many  of  the  earliest 
advocates  of  our  system,  —  men  who  had  adhered  to  their  principles 
through  evil  report  and  good  report.  Viewed  either  in  a  scientific 
or  social  aspect,  this  meeting  was  a  great  advance  on  any  of  its  pre- 
decessors. Some  fifty  or  sixty  professional  papers  were  presented, 
many  of  them  were  read,  and  all  of  them  were  referred  to  the  Publi- 
cation Committee.  The  animated  and  earnest  discussions,  con- 
ducted in  the  most  courteous  and  profitable  manner,  gave  interest 
and  value  to  the  session. 

In  a  social  point  of  view,  the  members  were  brought  together 
in  a  very  agreeable  and  friendly  manner.  Acquaintances  were  here 
formed  which  cannot  but  confirm  and  strengthen  the  amicable  relations 
of  the  members.  We  have  yet  to  see  the  first  one  who  regrets  his 
attendance.  A  somewhat  extended  report,  which  we  give  of  the  meet- 
ing and  its  festivities  will,  without  doubt,  be  perused  with  pleasure 
by  all  our  readers. 


Intestinal  Worms.  —  The  Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry,  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  and  readable  of  our  exchanges,  complains  that  the 
Gazette,  in  referring  to  the  recent  discoveries  in  regard  to  the  prop- 
agation of  the  Oxyuris,  "  gives  the  credit  of  this  discovery  to  Dr. 
Woodvine,  of  this  city,"  and   quite  ignores  the  claims  of  Mr.  Hase- 
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rick  and  the  fact  that  he  published  certain  observations  in  relation 
thereto  in  the  November  number  of  that  journal.  By  reference  to 
the  Gazette^  we  think  it  will  be  found  that  full  justice  has  been  done 
to  both  these  parties.  The  first  time  this  subject  was  mentioned,  it 
was  distinctly  stated,  in  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Boston 
Academy  of  Homoeopathic  Medicine  for  November  23,  1868,  that 
Nichols*  Journal  of  Chemistry  had  published  the  observations  of 
Mr.  Haserick  on  the  propagation  of  intestinal  worms  in  horses,  and 
other  animals.  So  much  for  the  Journal  of  Chemistry.  It  did, 
however,  perform  an  additional  service  by  introducing  Mr.  Haserick 
to  Dr.  Woodvine,  who  had  for  many  months  been  investigating  the 
habits  of  the  entozoa.  They  corresponded  and  had  personal  inter- 
views, and  whenever  the  subject  has  been  mentioned  in  the  Gazette^ 
the  name  of  Mr.  Haserick  has  been  given,  so  that  it  must  ere  this 
have  become  quite  familiar  to  our  readers.  The  Journal  says,  that 
we  "  give  the  credit  of  this  discovery  to  Dr.  Woodvine."  We  simply 
stated  "  that  the  discovery  was  presented  at  the  meeting  of  the  Boston 
Academy  of  Homoeopathic  Medicine  on  January  25,  1869,"  and  that 
"  Dr.  D.  G.  Woodvine  exhibited  under  the  microscope  some  beautiful 
specimens  of  the  ova  of  the  oxyuris."  Now,  without  wishing  to  detract 
in  the  least  from  the  merits  of  Mr.  Haserick  in  this  matter,  we  are 
prepared  to  state  that  Dr.  Woodvine  was  the  first  to  secure  and  exhibit 
the  ova  obtained  in  this  manner  from  a  human  being.  Mr.  Haserick's 
observations  had  been  with  horses,  and  it  was  merely  a  surmise  on 
his  part  that  the  same  was  true  of  the  oxyuris  vermicularis.  He  had 
never  been  able  to  obtain  the  ova  of  the  oxyuris  vermicularis, 
until  he  learned  from  Dr.  Woodvine  the  proper  method  of  doing  so. 
Furthermore,  it  is  probable,  that  had  not  the  discovery,  or  the  com- 
pletion of  it,  or  whatever  it  may  be  termed,  been  published  in  the 
Gazette,  the  whole  subject,  as  confined  to  animals,  would  have  slum- 
bered and  been  forgotten.  Now,  we  hope  the  discovery  will  receive 
such  thorough,  practical  application  as  shall  rid  the  world  of  a  most 
troublesome  affection. 


The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  corrects  the  report  which 
has  gained  considerable  credence,  and  which  was  supposed  to  be  well 
founded,  that  Prof.  O.  W.  Holmes  had  never  seen  much  of  practical 
medicine.  From  the  statement  in  the  Journal  it  seems  that  he  was 
physician  of  the  Boston  Dispensar}^  for  nearly  a  year,  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital  for  three  years,  and  was  often  called  in  con- 


I 


CORRESPONDENCE.  251 

sultation  during  a  period  of  more  than  ten  years.  We  are  glad  to 
learn  this,  for,  thinking  the  medical  knowledge  of  this  gentleman  had 
been  purely  theoretical,  we  have  not  considered  his  medical  opinions 
entitled  to  much  weight.  They  now  acquire  increased  importance, 
when  he  says,  and  the  italics  are  his  own,  "  I  firmly  believe  that  if 
the  whole  materia  medica,  as  now  used,  could  be  sunk  to  the  bottom 
of  the  sea,  it  would  be  all  the  better  for  mankind." 


We  print  this  month  a  double  number  of  the  Gazette,  in  order  to 
give  a  more  complete  account  of  the  meeting  of  the  Institute,  just  held 
in  Boston,  Though  our  readers  will  miss  our  accustomed  visit  in 
August,  we  shall  hope  to  come  to  them  richly  laden  in  September. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

HOMCEOPATHY    FOR   INDIA. 

Wilton,  N.  H.,  June  25,  1869. 

Mr.  Editor,  —  I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  will  allow  the 
insertion  in  the  Gazette  of  a  few  thoughts  and  suggestions  on  a  sub- 
ject which  I  feel  to  be  of  great  importance. 

Among  the  vast  number  of  inhabitants  in  India,  there  are  some 
twelve  millions  who  speak  the  Mahratta  language.  Within  this 
Mahratta  territory  there  may  be  ten  or  twelve  large  towns  or  cities 
where  there  are  military  stations,  and,  in  most  of  these  stations, 
there  are  civilians  and  a  civil  hospital.  The  civil  hospitals  are  open 
to  Europeans  not  connected  with  the  military  department,  and  open 
also  to  such  natives  as  may  appl}?  for  medical  aid.  The  European 
civil  surgeon  usually  visits  his  hospital  twice  a  day,  night  and  morn- 
ing, and,  besides  attending  to  the  inmates  of  the  hospital,  gives  such 
advice  and  instruction  to  the  native  apothecary  in  charge,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  the  sick  who  come  to  the  hospital  at  that  time  of  the 
day.  Some  of  the  apothecaries  are  skillful  and  attentive  to  their 
patients ;  and  some  of  them  do  a  good  business  for  themselves  out- 
side the  hospital,  their  medicines  being  provided  by  government. 
With  the  exception  of  Bombay,  the  European  physician  is  very 
seldom  called  to  visit  the  natives  at  their  houses.  They  could  not 
afford  to  employ  him.  Among  the  thousands  of  towns  and  villages, 
there  are  only  some  dozen  towns  where  there  is  any  resident  Euro- 
pean physician. 

In  most  of  the  large  towns  there  are  natives  without  any  medical 
training  who  have  prescriptions  handed  down  from  father  to  son. 
Books  containing  such  prescriptions  are  also  published  and  consulted. 
A  few  even  exhibit  some  skill  in  surgery,  and  people  resort  to 
them  with  more  confidence  than  they  do  to  the  European  doctor, 
or  to  those  natives  who  have  a  P^iropean  medical  education.  In 
small  towns  and  villages  there  are  generally  no  persons  who  even  pre- 
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tend  to  any  medical  knowledge.  Some  shop-keeper,  or  some  old 
woman,  has  a  specific  for  some  particular  disease.  There  are  travel- 
ling devotees,  Fakirs  and  Gosavees,  who  play  the  quack  to  raise  a 
little  money.  In  offering  their  services  to  the  sick,  they  are  careful 
to  take  a  sum  of  money  in  advance,  and  a  promise  of  the  balance 
when  the  patient  gets  well.  These  wretches  succeed  in  securing  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  and  often  greatly  abuse  that  confidence. 
They  are  generally  mere  impostors,  without  the  slightest  knowledge 
of  medicine.  Practically,  then,  the  people,  with  a  very  few  excepr 
tions,  are  quite  destitute  of  medical  assistance,  or  worse  than  desti- 
tute. 

What,  then,  caa  be  done  for  the  natives  of  India,  who  are  in  this 
pitiable  condition  ? 

I  have  given  this  subject  much  thought,  and  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  homoeopathic  system  of  medicine  alone  can  meet 
this  great  want.     My  reasons  for  this  opinion  are  the  following  : 

1.  There  is  no  prejudice  against  homoeopathy  on  the  part  of  the 
natives.  On  religious  grounds  many  cannot  be  induced  to  take 
medicine  in  a  liquid  form.  Homoeopathy  can  accommodate  itself  to 
their  prejudices. 

2.  The  prejudice  against  allopathic  medicine  that,  "  thou  ^h  it 
may  be  suitable  to  European  constitutions,  it  is  too  powerful  and 
severe  for  us  natives,"  does  not  exist  towards  homoeopathic  remed.es. 

3.  While  allopathic  remedies  are  too  expensive  for  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  the  people,  homoeopathic  remedies  are  so  inexpensive  as  to 
be  within  the  reach  of  all. 

4.  Allopathic  remedies,  in  the  hands  of  the  inexperienced^  are 
exceedingly  dangerous.  Some  of  the  most  formidable  diseases  in 
India  are  mere  drug  diseases.  Homoeopathic  remedies,  if  not 
properly  selected,  do  little  or  no  harm.  Only  time  is  lost  in  exhibit- 
ing the  right  remedies. 

5.  The  allopathic  system  of  therapeutics  (if  it  is  a  system)  re- 
quires much  practice,  and  a  good  memorj^  to  keep  out  of  danger  even, 
in  the  responsible  position  of  a  compounder  or  a  physician.  The 
science  of  homoeopathy  enables  an  intelligent  person  to  reach  the 
same  degree  of  proficiency  in  a  much  shorter  time. 

6.  While  it  is  especially  desirable  that  a  homoeopathic  ph3'sician 
should  receive  a  thorough  medical  education,  in  all  its  branches,  yet 
it  is  a  fact,  attested  by  thousands,  that  without  medical  study,  with 
only  a  book  designed  merely  for  domestic  practice,  and  with  good 
common  sense  in  the  treatment  of  common  diseases,  such  is  the 
success  of  lay  practitioners  that  they  often  feel  no  need  of  calling  in 
a  professional  man.  And  they  testify  that  they  have  better  success 
than  the  doctors  of  the  old  school,  while  practising  in  their  families. 
Doubtless,  so  much  domestic  practice  is  to  be  condemned,  where  a 
homoeopathic  doctor  is  accessible  ;  still,  it  shows  what  a  precious  boon 
such  a  domestic  work  is  to  those  who  are  far  from  the  reach  of  a 
medical  man. 

7.  Homoeopathy  is  fast  gaining  disciples  where  it  is  prnctised  in 
India.     Among  the  Europeans,  such  is  the  opposition  and  ridicule 
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that  few  proclaim  their  faith  in  homoeopathy ;  but  I  have  been  sur- 
prised to  find  how  many  have  with  them  a  "  Laurie  "  and  a  nice  box 
of  homoeopathic  medicine.  Converts  to  this  system  are  constantly 
being  made  where  they  have  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  effects 
of  the  infinitesimals.  The  natives  readily  accept  it  as  the  true  sys- 
tem. One  small  domestic  work  has  been  translated  and  published, 
and  is  in  the  hands  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  native  Christians  who  have 
received  a  little  instruction  on  the  subject,  and  who  are  now  securing 
the  good  will  of  the  people  by  going  about  like  their  Divine  Master, 
preaching  the  word,  and  healing  the  sick.  Another  and  larger  work 
has  been  translated  and  prepared  for  the  press,  and  funds  are  wanted 
to  print  it.  Books  can  be  easily  translated  and  prepared  for  the 
press.  The  great  want  is  funds  for  printing  such  works  as  are 
necessary  to  give  the  system  to  the  Mahratta  people,  and  suitable 
teachers  to  explain  the  subject  and  to  instruct  young  men  for  the  pro- 
fession. There  is  no  desirable  opening  for  homoeopathic  physicians  to 
engage  in  private  practice.  The  country  is  too  poor  to  support  them. 
But  native  practitioners  might  be  supported.  They  can  live  upon 
seven  or  eight  dollars  a  month  as  comfortably  as  a  European  could 
live  on  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  month.  What  is,  therefore, 
wanted  is,  — 

1st.  A  medical  school,  and  some  one  competent  to  teach  in  the 
Mahratta  language.  It  would  be  popular  among  the  natives  gener- 
ally. They  would  look  upon  it  as  an  act  of  great  benevolence,  and 
we  might  expect  from  them  some  pecuniary  aid. 

2d.  It  should  be  a  Medical  Mission  School.  It  would  be  highly 
prized  by  the  missionaries  of  the  American  Board,  now  laboring 
among  the  Mahrattas.  The  native  Christians  would  give  it  their 
hearty  support.  The  native  pastors,  catecbists  and  teachers,  would 
gladly  avail  themselves  of  the  instruction  of  such  an  institution. 
Such  medical  knowledge  would  give  them  access  to  all  classes  of  the 
community,  would  do  much  to  disarm  opposition  to  Christianity,  and 
render  them  more  efficient  in  their  work  of  making  known  the 
religion  of  Christ. 

Have  not  the  friends  of  homoeopathy  a  great  and  a  glorious  field 
for  Christian  benevolence  in  India  ? 

There  is  no  kind  of  benevolence  that  would  be  as  readily  appre- 
ciated as  that  of  relieving  suflering.  Would  the  establishing  of  one 
such  school,  by  way  of  experiment,  be  too  great  an  undertaking? 
If  a  competent  person  could  be  found,  and  one,  also,  who  could  go 
out  approved  by  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the  American  Board, 
it  would,  doubtless,  gladly  make  an  appropriation  to  help  such  an  in- 
stitution. The  subject  of  the  establishment  of  a  Homoeopathic  Medi- 
cal Mission  School,  in  connection  with  the  Mahratta  Mission,  is  most 
earnestly  commended  to  the  consideration  of  homoeopathic  physi- 
cians, and  to  the  readers  of  the  New  England  Medical  Gazette. 

I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

A  Missionary,  of  the  Mahratta  Mission. 
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THE   AMERICAN   INSTITUTE   OF   HOMCEOPATHY 

Held  its  Twenty-Second  Annual  Session  at  the~  Horticultural  Hall, 
Boston,  from  Tuesday  morning,  June  8,  to  Friday  afternoon,  June  11, 
1869.  It  was  a  very  full,  ver}^  interesting  and  very  harmonious  meeting. 
There  were  in  attendance  about  two  hundred  and  fort}''  members  and 
delegates,  and. two  hundred  and  twelve  new  members  were  elected. 

First  Day.  —  Tuesday   Morning. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Henry  D.  Paine, 
M.D.,  of  New  York,  at  10  o'clock,  A.M. 

The  address  of  welcome  was  made  by  David  Thayer,  M.D., 
of  Boston,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements.  He 
alluded  to  the  origin  of  the  Institute  in  New  York,  in  1844,  just 
twent3'-five  years  ago,  when  the  number  of  practitioners  on  this 
continent  was  very  small,  and  of  whom  less  than  thirty  were  in  New 
England  ;  in  Massachusetts  fourteen  or  fifteen  ;  and  in  Boston  eight 
only.  Boston  has  now  fifty-eight,  Massachusetts  three  hundred,  New 
England  about  seven  hundred,  and  the  United  States  about  six 
thousand.  He  pleasantly  recalled  the  prediction  of  the  speedy  disso- 
lution of  our  school  made  by  the  poet-prophet,  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes, 
in  1841.  He  glanced  at  the  changes  in  our  country  since  the  meeting 
in  Boston,  in  1859  :  the  end  of  slavery,  the  triumph  of  impartial 
suffrage,  the  spanning  of  the  continent  by  the  iron  track,  and  the 
undergirding  of  the  ocean  with  telegraphic  cables. 

The  following  officers  were  then  unanimously  elected  to  serve  from 
the  time  of  their  election  till  (as  fixed  by  a  subsequent  resolution,) 
the  close  of  1869  : 

President Reuben  Ludlam,  M.D.,  of  Chicago. 

Vice-President D.  H.  Beckwith,  M.D.,  of  Cleveland. 

General  Secretary I.  T.  Talbot,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

Provisional  Secretary T   F.  Allen,  M.D.,  of  New  York. 

Treasurer E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.D.,  of  New  York. 

Censors Conrad  Wesselhoeft,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

-  Wm.  Tod  Helmuth,  M.D.,  of  St.  Louis. 

H.  N.  Guernsey,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia. 

C.  W.  Boyce,  M.D.,  of  Auburn,  N.Y. 

L.  M.  Kenyon,  M.D.,  of  Bufi'alo. 

During  the  session  invitations  were  received  as  follows  : 
P'rom  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  Boston  to  a  reception 
at  Music  Hall,  on  Wednesda}^  evening ;  from  the  Massachusetts 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  to  a  dinner  on  Thursda}^  evening  ;  from 
the  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Boston  to  a  trip  in  the  harbor  ;  to  the  Insti- 
tute of  Technology  ;  to  the  Rooms  of  the  Boston  Natural  Histor3' 
Society ;  to  the  Public  Library ;  to  the  Athenij:Him  Librar^^  and 
G  allery   of  Fine   Arts ;    to   the    School  Ship ;  to   the   Bunker   Hill 
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Monument ;  to   the  Consumptives'  Home ;  to   the   Home   for   Little 
Wanderers  ;  and  to  the  House  of  the  Angel  Guardian. 

The  Institute  offered  their  hearty  thanks  to  the  corporations  and 
societies  for  their  cordial  and  unbounded  hospitality ;  and  Drs. 
Beckwith  and  Thayer  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements. 

EXECUTIVE    AND    PUBLICATION    COMMITTEE. 

The  Executive  and  Publication  Committee  reported  that  the  Insti- 
tute is  in  a  more  active  and  prosperous  condition  than  ever  before, 
and  a  greater  interest  is  felt  in  it  b}^  the  members  and  the  profession. 

A  larger  number  of  applications  for  membership  have  been  made 
this  year  than  in  any  previous  year,  and  a  greater  amouift  of  profes- 
sional work  has  been  accomplished. 

There  have  been  printed  in  the  past  year,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Institute,  879,200  pages. 

The  Committee  had,  in  accordance  with  their  specified  duties, 
arranged  the  business  of  the  meeting  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
economize  the  time  of  the  session,  and  for  this  purpose,  recom- 
mended the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved^  That  with  the  exception  of  one  paper  from  each  bureau, 
to  be  selected  by  the  Chairman  thereof,  all  reports  or  communications 
requiring  more  than  ten  minutes  in  reading,  shall  be  read  by  title  or 
brief  abstract,  and  may  be  called  up  again  for  subsequent  reading  at 
the  pleasure  or  convenience  of  the  Institute. 

Resolved,  That  in  discussions,  no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  speak 
more  than  twice  on  the  same  subject,  or  longer  than  eight  minutes  at 
a  time,  except  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Publication  Committee, 
and  the  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  fixing  the  time  of  election  of  officers  on 
the  last  da}'  of  each  session. 

The  President  announced  the  following  committees  :  — 

On  Credentials. 

Henry  M.  Smith,  M.D  ,  New  York;  S.  M.  Cate,  M.D.,  Salem, 
Mass.  ;'J.  F.  Whittle,  M  D.,  Nashua,  N.  H.  ;  T.  C.  Duncan,  M.D., 
Chicago  ;  Henry  B.  Clarke,  M.D.,  New  Bedford. 

Auditing  Committee. 

W.  Williamson,  M.D.,  Philadelphia;  Carroll  Dunham,  M.D.,  New 
York;  Lyman  Clary,  M.D.,  Syracuse;  Henry  N.  Guernsey,  M.D., 
Philadelphia  ;  P.  J.  McClatchey,  M.D.,  Philadelphia. 

treasurer's  report. 

The  Treasurer,  E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  made  a 
report,  which  was  referred  to  the  Auditing  Committee,  who  examined 
and  approved  it.     The  following  is  a  summary  : 
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Cash  Expended. 

Balance  due  the  Treasurer  at  last  meeting. $90  52 

Outstanding  bills 310  86 

Current  expenses 401  04 

Expended  for  printing 2,U00  00 

■    $2,802  42 
Cash  received. 

Dues,  initiation  fees,  etc $1,466  00 

Sales  of  Transactions  and  for  extra  printing 143  86 

Donation  to  the  Institute  from  Citizens  of  Boston 750  00 


$2,359  86 
Balance  due  the  Treasurer,        442  56 


This  outstanding  debt  was  more  than  covered  by  payments  into  the 
Treasury  on  the  following  day. 

COMMITTEE    ON   FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  that  they  were  not  prepared  to 
recommend  the  increase  of  annual  dues  from  three  dollars  to  five  ; 
though  the  increased  value  of  the  Transactions  might  fully  justify  the 
increase,  and  the  future  interests  of  the  Institute  may  yet  require  it. 
Among  the  resources  of  the  treasury  may  be  counted  copies  of  the 
past  Transactions,  and  other  documents  as  follows  : 

Transactions  at  $1.00  per  copy,  for  1855,  14;  1856,  116;  1858, 
12;  1860,50;  1865,32;   1866,200. 

Transactions  at  $3.00  per  copy,  for  1867,  355  ;  1868,  378. 

Parts  1  and  2  for  1867,  300  at  $1.00  per  copy, 

Parts  1,  2  and  7  for  1868,  400  at  $1.00  per  copy. 

Making  a  total  A^alue  of  $3,721  for  documents  now  for  sale. 

The  importance  of  increasing  the  funds  of  the  Institute  was  fully 
set  forth,  and  several  means  of  so  doing  pointed  out. 

The  Committee  also  had  the  pleasure  of  announcing  the  receipt  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  generously  contributed  by  distinguished 
citizens  of  Boston  in  aid  of  the  Institute. 

The  report  ''vas  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Publication  Committee, 
and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  presented  to  the  Finance  Committee  for 
their  zealous  and  successful  labors. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  also  tendered  to  the  friends  of  Homoeo- 
pathy in  Boston,  whose  voluntary  donation  of  $750  had  done  so 
much  to  extinguish  the  debt  of  the  Institute. 

NEW    MEMBERS. 

The  Censors,  now  and  subsequently  reported  the  names  of  the  fol- 
lowing physicians  who  presented  applications,  accompanied  b}'  the 
requisite  testimonials,  and  recommended  that  they  be  elected  members 
of  the  Institute,  and  it  was  done. 
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Anderson,  William  D.,  M.D.,  New  Ha- 
ven, Conn. 
Arcularius,  Philip  B.,  M.D.,  43  E.  21st 

Street,  New  York. 
Arthur,  A.  A.,  M.D.,  Vergennes,  Vt. 
Avery,  Edw.  W.,  M.D,,  Poughkeepsie, 

N.Y. 
Baethig,  Henry,  M.D.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Baker,  Walter  S.,M.D.,  Cohoes,  KY. 
Becker,  Benjamin,  M.D.,  Cressona,  Pa. 
Beebe,  A.  G.,  M.D.,  Chicago,  111. 
Bennett,    Holhs   K.,  M.D.,   Whitehall, 

NY. 
Bevin,  Wm.  A.,  M.D.,  New  York. 
Birch,  George  B.,  M.D.,  Hannibal,  Mo. 
Bishop,  Herbert  M.,  M.D.,  87  Franklin 

Street,  Norwich,  Ct. 
Bishop,  R.  S.,  M.D.,  Medina,  N.Y. 
Blair,  A.  O.,  M.D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Blaisdell,  John  M.,  M.D.,  Bangor,  Me. 
Bloss,  J.  P.,  M.D.,  Troy,  NY. 
Bloss,  Richard  D.,  M.D.,  Troy,  N.Y. 
Boothby,    Alonzo,    M.D.,    16    Staniford 

Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
Bowen,  G.  W.,  M.D.,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
Bowman,    Benjamin,   M.D.,  C  lambers- 

burg.  Pa. 
Boynton,  S.  A.,  M.D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Bovnton,  Sumner  H.,  M.D.,  Bockland, 

"^Me. 
Bradford,  Thomas  L.,  M.D.,  Skowhegan, 

Me. 
Bratt,  Benjamin  E..,  M.D.,  Beading,  Pa. 
Breyfogle,  Charles  W.,  M.D.,  Louisville, 

Ky. 
Brick,  Francis,  M.D.,  Keene,  N.H. 
Briuham,  G.  N.,  M.D.,  Montpelier,  Vt. 
Briry,  Milton  S.,  M.D.,  Bath,  Me. 
Brown,   D.   M.,   M.D.,   West  Med  way, 

Mass. 
Brown,    Granville    Curtis,   M.D.,    Port 

Chester,  N.Y. 
Buck,  J.  D.,  M.D  ,  Sandusky  City,  Ohio. 
Burbank,  J.  C,  M.D.,  Janesville,  Wis. 
Burr,  Charles  H.,  M.D.,  Portland,  Me, 
Carpenter,  Charles  H.,  M.D.,  1  Fifth  St., 

Troy,  N.Y\ 
Chamberlain,  C  H.,  M.D.,   Barre,  Vt. 
Cheever,  Daniel   A.,   M.D.,  Peoria,  111. 
Cleckley,  Marsden  A.,   M.D.,  Augusta, 

Ga. 
Cloud,   Charles  E,.,    M.D.,    Burlington, 

N.J. 
Cloud,  J.  A.,  M.D.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Coburn,  Edward  S  ,M.D.,  70  Second  St., 

Troy,  N.Y.     ■ 
Cochran,  Charles  A.,   M.D.,   Winthrop, 

Maine. 
Cole,  S.  P  ,  M  D.,  Chicago,  111. 
Colton,  G.,  M.D  ,  Barre,  Vt. 
Compton,  J.  Augustine,  M.D.,  Muncie, 

Ind. 
Cook,  Charles  P.,   MD.,   Hudson,  N.Y. 
Corcoran,  Luke,  M.D.,  IJnionville,  Ct. 
Covert,  Nelson  B.,  M.D.,   Geneva,  N.Y. 
Cragin,   F.  M.,    M.D.,    South  Dedham, 

JVIass 
Crispeli,  'g.  D.,  M.D.,  Kingston,  N.Y. 
Cross,  Hiram  B.,   M.D.,  384  Broadway, 

South  Boston,  Mass. 


Cross,  William  P.,  M.D.,  379  Broadway, 
South  Boston,  Mass. 

Curtis,  Rinaldo  L,  M.D.,  Mayville,  N.Y. 

Cutler,  William  C,  M.D.,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

DeDerkey,  Francis  F.,  M.D.,  New  Bed- 
ford, Mass. 

Delavan,  J.  Savage,  M.D.,  77  Columbia 
St.,  Albany,  N.Y., 

Dennis,  L.,  M.D.,  Newark,  N.J. 

Dorion,  Charles  N.,  M.D.,    Chicago,  111. 

Doty,     Hylon,    M.D.,     Mdrgarettsville, 
N.J. 

Dudley,  Pemberton,  M.D.,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Edci,  John  J., M.D.,  Leavenworth,  Kan- 
sas. 

Ehrmann,   Louis  P.,   M.D.,   Louisville, 
Ky. 

Elliott,  Joseph  B.,  M.D.,   Clinton  Ave., 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Flanders,  DavidP.,  M.D.  Belfast,  Me. 

Fletcher,  William  K.,  M  D.,  North  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Foote,  Leo  W.,  M.D.,  Chicago,  111. 

Foster,  Avery  B.,   M.D.,  137   High  St., 
Providence,  B.L 

Foster,  Edward.  M.D. ,Marblehead, Mass. 

Foster,  James  W,  M.D.,    North  Attle- 
borough,  Mass. 

Fowler,  Edward  P.,  M.D. ,    New  York. 

Freeland,  James  C,  M.D.,    Fitchburg, 
Mass. 

French,  Alfred  J.,    M.D.,     Lawrence, 
Mass. 

Fuller,  "jHiram  E.,   M.D.,  Lansingburg, 
N.Y. 

Gale,  J.  A.,  M.D.,  West  Medway,  Mass. 

Gardner,  M.  M.,     M.D.,     Utica.     N.Y. 

Gause,  Owen  B.,  M.D.,  Philadelphia, Pa. 

Gitford,    Gilbert   L.,   M.D.,     Hamilton. 
N.Y. 

Goedeoke,  L.,  M.D.,  Belle  Plaine,  Iowa. 

Goodwin,  Edward,M.,M.D.  ,Toledo,  Ohio. 

Gottschalk,  Wm.  Von,  M.D.,  243  West- 
minster street,  Providence,  B.I 

Gramm,  Gustavus  E.,  M.D.,2024  Frank- 
ford  Roads,  Philadelj)hia,  Pa. 

Graves,  S.  P.,  M.D.,  Saco,  Maine. 

Green,  Benjamin  F.,  M.D.,  Lynn,  Mass. 

Griffith,  J.  J.,  M.D.,19  Setter  St.,  Frank- 
ford,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Groot,  S.  I.,  M.D.,  344  New  York  Ave- 
nue, Washington,  D.C. 

Guild,  Phineas  K.,  M.D.,  Jamaica  Plain, 
Mass. 

Gunter,  George  W.,  M.D.,  Natick,  Mass. 

Haeseler,  Charles  H.,  M.D.,    Pottsville, 
Pa. 

Hall,  John,  M.D.,  33  Richmond  St.,  To- 
ronto, Ontario,  E. 

Hamilton,  Clark  T.,    M.D.,    186  Atlan- 
tic St.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Hawley,  William  A.,    M.D.,   Syracuse, 
N.Y. 

Hay  ward,  Joseph  W.,    M.D.,   Taunton, 
Mass. 

Hiller,     Franz,    M.D.,    Virginia    City, 
Nevada. 

Hinkley,  A.  S.,  M.D.,  117  West  Ellicott 
Street,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
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Hoffendahl,  H.  L.  H.,    M.D.,   25Somer-  \ 

set  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
Holmes,  E.  B,      M.D.,     Canandaigua, 

N.Y. 
Holt,  Edward  B.,  M.D.,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Hoppin,  Courtland,  M.D.,    Providence, 

K.I. 
Horton,  A.  E.,    M.D.,    East  Poultney, 

Vt. 
Hoyt,  William  Henry,    M.D.,  Syracuse, 

N.Y. 
Huebener,  O.  T.,  M  D.,  Litiz,  Pa. 
Humphrey,  Otis  M.,  M.D.,  496  Tremont 

Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
Hunter,  H.  M.,  M.D.,  St.  Johnsbury,  Yt. 
Huson,    Samuel   K.,    M.D.,    Lawrence, 

Kansas. 
Jacobson,  Edward  H.,  M.D.,  Bethlehem, 

Pa. 
James,"   Walter    M.,    M.D.,    1612    Pine 

Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Jernegan,  H.    May  hew,  M.D.,  110  4th 

Avenue,  N.Y. 
Johnson,  L  W.,  M.D.,  Peoria,  111. 
Jones,  Dan.  L.,  M.D.,  Bradford,  Yt. 
Jones,  J.  H.,  M.D.,  Bradford,  Yt. 
Keith,   Theodore    S.,   M.D.,   Waltham, 

Kennedy,  E.  H.,  M.D.,  Argo,  111. 
Kent,   J.   Emerson,   M.D.,   2100   Green 

Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Kinne,    Theodore    Y.,   M.D.,   Paterson, 

^\Y. 
Kirk,    WiUiam    Y.,    M.D.,    Niverville, 

IS^.Y. 
Kittinger,  Leonard,  M.D.,  Wilmington, 

Del. 
Koch,  John  William,  M.D.,  Quincy,  111. 
Kiimmel,  Ernst  R.,  M.D.,  JNlilwaukee, 

Wis. 
Leach,  George  H.,  M.D.,  Alton,  111. 
Lefever,   Isaac,    M.D.,  Mechanicsburg, 

Pa. 
Lord,  I.  S.  P.,  M.D.,  Poughkeepsie,KY. 
Loring,    Charles    P.,    M.D.,    141    High 

Street,  Providence,  K.I. 
Lowe,   Lewis    G.,    M.D.,    Bridgewater, 

Mass. 
Lund,  O.  F.,  M.D.,  Bergen  City,  N.J. 
McAtiee,  E.  M.,  M.D.,  Mt.  Carroll,  111. 
McAtfee,  W.  D.,  M.D.,  Bockford,  111. 
McGeorge,  Wallace,  M.D.,  Hightstown, 

N.J. 
McLean,  John,    M.D.,  Simcoe,  Norfolk 

Co.,  Ontario. 
McMichael,  L.  D.,  M.D.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Manstield,  Charles  J.,  M.D.,  62  W.  22nd 

Street,  N.Y. 
Marshall,  A.  Y.,  M.D.,  West  Cornwall, 

Vt. 
Merrill,  John  C,  M.D.,  Portland,  Me. 
Middleton,  Melvin  F.,  M.D.,  Camden, 

N.Y. 
Miller,  John  M.,  M.D.,  Morrisania,  N.Y. 
'Minor,  John  C,  M.D.,  New  York. 
Moore,  David  F.,  M.D.,  Lake   Yillage, 

N.H. 
Moore,  J.  Clifford,  M.D.,  Lake  Village, 

N.H. 
Moore,  J.  C.  W.,  M.D.,  Worcester,  Mass. 


Moore,    James    Otis,  M.D.,   Haverhill, 

Mass. 
Morse,  Martin  Y.  B.,  M.D.,  Marblehead, 

Mass. 
Mosman,   Nathan  A.,   M.D.,  Norwalk, 

Conn. 
MuU,  P.  W.,  M.D.,  Ghent,  N.Y. 
Mott,  Eliphnlet,  31. D.,  Paterson,  N.J. 
Packer,  David,  M  D.,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
Packer,  Edmund  H.,  M.D.,  170  Merri- 

mac  Street,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Page,  Milo  F.,  M.D.,  Appleton,  Wis. 
Palmer,  George  B.,  M.D.,  East  Hamil- 
ton, N.Y 
Parker,  Hiram,  M.D.,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Parsell,   George   H.,  M.D  ,   Weedsport, 

N.Y. 
Pane,   Charles  G.,  M.D.,  121   N.   10th 

Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Eead,  Herbert  H.,  M.D.,  Windsor,  Nova 

Scotia 
Eeud,   William  P.,   M.D.,  207   S.   10th 

Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Peynolds,   Herbert,   M.D.,  Bridesburg, 

Pa. 
Peynolds,  Porter  L.  F.,  M.D.,  Albany, 

N.Y. 
Pichards,    George    W.,   M.D.,    Orange, 

N.J. 
Ping,  Allen  Mott,  M.D.,  126  Germain 

Street,  St.  Johns,  N.B. 
Pittenhouse,  Samuel  P.,  M.D.,  Peading, 

Pa. 
Pobertsou,    E.    W.,    M.D.,    Cleveland, 

Ohio. 
Robinson,  Charles  F.,  M.D.,  East  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 
Rockwith,  Frank  A.,  M.D., 206 Mulberry 

Street,  Newark,  N.J. 
Rorabacher,     Miles,    M.D,,     Litchfield, 

Mich. 
Roseberry,  Charles  I.,  M.D.,  Easton,  Pa. 
Runner,  Reuben  C,  M.D.,  Chillicothe, 

Mo. 
Sage,   William    H.,   M.D.,    Unionville, 

Conn. 
Sanford,  E.  W.,  M.D.,  Brookline,  Mass. 
Sanger,  Thaddeus  E.,  M.D.,  Littleton, 

N.H. 
Sawtelle,  Geo.  B.,  M.D.,  Maiden,  Mass. 
Scbmidt,  John,  M.D.,  Quinc}',  111. 
Seeger,  F.,  M.D.,  150  E.  54th  Street,  New- 
York, 
Seip,  C.  P.,  M.D.,  Canton,  Ohio. 
Skiff;  Paul  C,  M.D.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Slocumb,  C.  C,  M.D.,- Rutland,  Mass. 
Smith,  Amos  B.,  M.D.,  Geneva.  N.Y. 
Smith,  Charles  C.,  M.D.,  Chicago,  111. 
Smith,  Ezra  P.  K.,  M.D..  Auburn,  N.Y. 
Smith,  J.  Heber,  M.D.,  Melrose,  Mass. 
Smith,  St.  Clair,  M.D.,  155  Worth  Street, 

New  Yoi'k. 
Smith,  Stebbins  A.,  M.D.,  St.  Albans, 

Yt. 
Sook,  Henry  L.,  M.D.,  Newark,  Ohio. 
Spalding,    Henry  E.,   M.D.,   Hiugham, 

Mass. 
Spaulding,  Ebenezer  F.,  M.D.,  4  Prince- 
ton Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
Spoouer,  E.  H.,  M.D.,  Reading,  Pa. 


REPORTS   OF   SOCIETIES. 


259 


Stearns,  George  W.,  M.D.,  New  Bedford, 

Mass. 
Stebbins,  James  H.,  M.D.,  Geneva,  N.Y. 
Steele,  J.  A.,  M.D.,  Dixon,  111. 
Stowe,  T.  Dwight,  M.D.,  Fulton,  KT, 
Streeter,  J.  W.,  M.D.,  Chicago,  111. 
Strong,  O.  G.,  M.D.,  Canton,  111. 
Stuard,  E.  S.,  M.D.,  Covington,  Ky. 
Switz,  Harman,  M.D.,  Schenectady,  IST.Y. 
Taylor,  Ch.  W-,  M.D.,  Newtonville,  Mass. 
Thayer,  S.  B.,  M  D.,  Battle  Creek,  Mich. 
Thomas,   Amos    R.,   M.D.,-  937    Spruce 

Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Trites,  William  Budd,  M.D.,  4323  Main 

Street,  Manayunk,  Pa. 
Tucker,  Henry,  MD.,  Claremont,  N.H. 
Viets,  E.  W.,  M.D,,  La  Porte,  Ind. 
Walker,  MahlonM.,  M  D.,  Germantown, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Wallens,  Miles  W.,  M.D.,  Woodstown, 

N.J. 
Ware,  William  G.,  M.D.,  East  Dedham, 

Mass. 


Weeks,  LorrainT.,  M.D.,  Laconia,  N.H. 
Wesselhoeft,    George  P.,  M.D.,   Brook- 
line,  Mass. 
West,  Benjamin  H.,M  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
White,  Joseph  N.,   M.D.,   Amsterdam, 

N.Y. 
Whiting,  Lewis,  M.D.,  Danvers,   Mass.. 
Whittaker,  E.  B.,  M.D.,  Gaysville.  Vt. 
Whittier,   Daniel  B.,  M.D.,  Fitchburg, 

Mass. 
Willard,  Ephraim  S.,  M.D.,  4  Garland 

St ,  Boston,  Mass. 
Willis,  L.  Murray,  M.D.,   East  Boston, 

Mass. 
Wiltbank,    C.   J.,  M.D.,  2132  Pine  St., 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Woodbury,  W.  H.,  M.D.,  Chicago,  111. 
Woodward,  A.  M.,  M  D.,  New  York. 
Worcester,   Edward,    M.D.,    Waltham, 

Mass. 
Wright,  A.   B.,   M.D.,  162    Pearl    St., 

Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Total.  212. 


The  Censors  also  reported  the  resignation  of  Walter  Ure,  M.D.,  of 
Allegheny  City,  Pa  ,  which  was  accepted. 
A  recess  was  taken  till  two  o'clock. 

Tuesday   Afternoon, 
bureau  of   clinical   medicine. 

The  Chairman,  H.  D.  Paine,  of  New  York,  presented  the  Report  of 
the  Bureau,  accompanied  by  the  following  papers : 

The  relation  of  General  and  Special  Pathology  to  Therapeutics  ; 
by  P.  P.  Wells,  M.D.,  of  Brooklyn. 

On    Therapeutics ;    by   .J.   C.   Burgher,   M.D.,    of   Pittsburg,    Pa. 

Measles,  with  its  Homoeopathic  Treatment ;  by  W.  H.  Holcombe, 
M.D.  of  New  Orleans. 

Hydrocephalus  cured  by  Morphine,  by  John  Hartmann,  M.D.,  of 
St.  Louis. 

A  Case  of  Cerebral  Disease,  cured  with  Lachesis  ;  by  Wm.  P.  Wes- 
selhoeft, M.D.,  of  Boston. 

Sciatica  from  Gold  Poisoning ;  by  J.  Heber  Smith,  M.D.,  of  Mel- 
rose, Mass. 

Biliary  Calculus;  by  E.  W.  Kellogg,  M.D.,  of  Southington,  Conn. 

Biliary  Concretions  ;  by  Thos  C.  Fanning,  M.D.,  of  Tarrytown, 
N.Y. 

Case  of  Insanity ;  by  Edw.  W.  Avery,  M.D.,  of  Poughkeepsie, 
N.Y. 

Some  of  these  papers  were  read  and  all  were  referred  to  the  Publi- 
cation Committee. 

During  the  discussion  which  followed,  O.  P.  Baer,  M.D.,  of  Rich- 
mond, Ind.,  said  that  he  had  cured  lead-poisoning  by  Plumb. ^^^^  and 
would  have  used  a  high  dilution  of  Aurum  for  the  case  of  gold-pois- 
oning. 

C.  Wesselhoeft,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  thought  that  the  symptoms,  not 
the  cause,  should  suggest  the  remedy. 

W.  L.  Thompson,  M.D.,  of  Augusta,  Me  ,  had  treated  a  cutaneous 
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eruption  with  Rhus.  Each  change  of  potency  for  a  higher  resulted 
in  an  improvement,  but  the  disease  persisted  till  it  was  cured  by  the 
forty-niije  thousandth  centesimal  dilution. 

Dr.  Baer  recited  two  cases  of  relapse  of  measles  after  they  were  con- 
sidered virtually  cured. 

Dr.  Thayer  considered  China  an  unfailing  specific  for  biliary  calculi. 
The  presence  of  these  calculi  tends  to  dilate  the  blood,  and  life  is 
often  lost  by  obstinate  haemorrhage.  People  become  unconscious  of 
incessant  pain,  though  it  be  very  severe.  Hence  he  was  not  sur- 
prised to  fiud  in  the  ca-e  of  a  patient  who  had  bled  to  death  the  gall- 
bladder filled  with  a  calculus,  although  she  had  complained  of  none 
of  the  peculiar  pains  indicative  of  this  affection. 

In  discussing  Dr.  Burgher's  paper  on  Therapeutics,  Dr.  H.  D.  Paine 
suggested  whether  there  might  not  be  a  genius  epidemicus,  running 
through  all  the  forms  of  diseases  prevalent  at  the  same  time,  render- 
ing them  amenable  to  some  one  medicine  which  would  not  reach  the 
same  sj-mptoms  at  another  time. 

After  further  interesting  discussion  of  the  various  papers  and  the 
transaction  of  some  incidental  business,  the  Institute  adjourned  to 
8  o'clock,  P.M. 

Tuesday  Evening. 

Horticultural  Hall  was  well  filled  with  the  members  and  others 
who  assembled  to  hear  Prof.  Ludlam's  Annual  Address.  His  subject 
was  ''  The  Mutual  Relations  between  Woman  and  the  Homoeopathic 
System  of  Medicine." 

It  was  an  able  and  interesting  address  and  we  regret  that  we  can- 
not give  it  entire  in  our  pages,  and  fear  that  any  extracts  will  not  do  it 
justice.  He  referred  to  the  proud  position  which  Homoeopathy  had 
already  attained  and  proposed  to  examine  some  of  the  causes  of  this 
success. 

"There  is  no  better  evidence  of  civilization,  the  world  over,  than  is  to  be 
found  in  the  care  bestowed  upon  the  health,  the  comfort,  and  the  w^elfare  of 
woman. 

"  When  we  reflect  upon  the  influence  exerted  to  this  end  by  the  system  we 
represent  and  practice,  it  is  sufficient  to  arouse,  on  tlie  present  occasion,  tlie 
most  unbounded  entliusiasm.  Tlirougii  it  what  blessings  have  descended, 
directly  and  indirectly,  into  everj^  well-ordered  household !  There  is  no  need 
of  argument  to  demonstrate  the  admirable  fltness  of  our  remedies  for  the 
•treatment  of  any  especial  class  of  diseases.  It  is  a  trite  saying  that  "  Homoe- 
opathy answers  very  well  for  women  and  children  when  they  are  ill."  So  it 
does.  The  experiment  has  been  tried  on  a  magnificent  scale-;  and  the  result 
is  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  destroy  their  confidence  in  this  system  of 
medical  practice.  All  the  laws  enacted  by  all  the  medical  sanhedrims  in 
Christendom,  all  the  opposition  and  ridicule  of  those  who  assume  to  control 
the  rights  and  subsidize  the  resources  of  the  healing  art,  would  avail  nothing 
against  the  settled  reliance  of  the  women  of  this  and  other  countries  upon 
the  merits  of  homoeopathy.     And,  if  they  are  for  us,  who  cau  be  against  us  ? 

"Even  in  quiet  old  Boston  something  may  have  been  said,  in  tfiese  latter 
days,  concerning  the  rights  of  women.  To  our  chagrin  and  discomfiture, 
we  have  been  told  that  man  has  done  little  or  nothing  for  the  elevatiou  of 
woman.  '-.  he  doctor,  at  least,  should  be  exempted  from  this  wholesale  de- 
nunciation. Eor,  from  time  immemorial,  has  he  not  labored  for  the  well- 
being  of  woman  especially  ?    To  whose  comfort  does  he  aim  to  contribute 
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most  frequently  and  assiduously?     Whose  servant  is  he  in  sunshine  and  in 
storm,  by  day  and  by  night,  unceasingly? 

"  And  if  the  profession  in  general  should  be  accredited  with  so  much  of 
good,  it  must  be  conceded  that  our  especial  branch  of  it  has  additional  and 
peculiar  claims  upon  the  sex.  Against  the  pernicious  habit  of  overdosing 
and  maltreating  our  female  patients,  homoeopathy  has  initiated  a  reform  that 
will  tell  with  wonderful  effect  upon  the  health  of  coming  generations. 

"  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  refer  to  a  more  striking  instance  of  the  influence 
and  utility  of  medical  reform  than  we  find  in  the  history  of  domestic  works 
upon  homoeopathy.  The  names  of  Hering  and  Pulte,  of  Guernsey  and  Tarbell, 
of  Small  and  Freligh,  of  Shipman  and  Douglas,  are  household  words,  the 
land  over,  and  not  in  a  few  instances  their  volumes  outrank  the  Old  Testa- 
ment Commentaries.  "  They  builded  better  than  they  knew."  They  have 
sown  good  seed  in  good  soil,  and  the  harvest  of  blessing  to  suffering  humanity 
is  already  at  hand. 

"Let  me  remind  you  of  the  important  relation  existing  between  woman  and 
homoeopathy  in  this  matter  of  domestic  practice.  If  this  system  of  treatment 
had  not  been  especially  adapted  to  her  needs  and  susceptibilities ;  easy  of 
application  and  prompt  in  its  effects  ;  simple  and  harmless,  but  almost  magical 
in  its  results,  and  of  unquestionable  utility ;  a  ready  and  reliable  resource, 
she  would  never  have  given  it  the  sanction  of  her  choice  and  her  confidence. 
Given  this  demonstration,  and  the  result  is  easily  foretold. 

However  numerous  and  well-sustained  the  public  hospitals,  does  any  sup- 
pose that  all  "the  Lord's  sick  poor"  find  admission  to  them,  and  relief  through 
them?  By  no  means.  The  women,  who  form  the  most  efficient  boards  of 
managers,  and  who,  in  our  day  especially,  are  at  the  bottom  of  every  chari- 
table enterprise,  are  most  of  them  armed  cap-a-pie  with  our  remedies  ;  or,  what 
is  equivalent,  they  know  where  to  get  them  and  how  to  give  them.  Instinct 
and  intelligence  are  the  hinges  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  our  school  must 
turn.  And  they  are  mutually  requisite  to  and  responsible  for  the  popularity 
of  the  homoeopathic  system  of  treatment.  In  woman  we  find  these  qualities 
sometimes  developed  in  a  remarkable  degree.  She  is  usually  the  first  to 
recognize  and  call  attention  to  the  merits  of  homoeopathy. 

"Through  a  trick  of  legislation,  the  representatives  of  our  school  of  medi- 
cine were  generally  excluded  from  the  army  service.  The  soldiers  suffered, 
but  the  system  gained  greatly  in  consequence.  While  others  were  "scram- 
bling for  rank  and  pay,  like  apes  for  nuts,"  we  were  left  to  look  after  the  fami- 
lies of  the  braves  who  were  doing  battle  for  the  nation.  Our  professional 
responsibility  and  reputation  were  doubled  thereby.  As  a  result  of  the  intol- 
erance that  kept  us  from  the  field  and  hospital,  homoeopathy  found  favor 
where  otherwise  it  had  never  been  tested.  The  mothers  tried  it  and  adopted 
it  at  home.  The  fathers  and  sons  became  disgusted  with  the  old  treatment 
while  absent,  and  multitudes  of  zealous  partisans  flocked  to  our  standard. 

"  But  there  are  graver  questions  that  grow  out  of  this  natural  relation  be- 
tween woman  and  homoeopathy.  The  line  which  separates  tact  from  talent 
is  an  indistinct  and  arbitrary  one.  If  she  has  the  taste  and  the  genius  for  it, 
is  there  any  good  reason  why  a  woman  may  not  properly  qualify  herself  for 
the  practice  of  medicine  ?  Shall  we  recognize  the  peculiar  gifts  of  which  I 
have  spoken,  place  a  premium  on  their  possession  and  exercise,  and  after- 
wards seek  to  limit  her  acquirements  and  to  narrow  the  field  of  her  useful- 
ness  ?  In  either  sex  the  possession  of  one  talent  does  not  imply  the  posses- 
sion of  all.  In  our  calling,  as  in  others,  real  merit  is  not  an  affair  of  gender, 
but  of  genius  and  industry. 

"  Now  there  have  always  been  and  there  will  always  be  female  physicians. 
And  their  tribe  is  as  certain  to  increase  as  it  is  to  exist.  We  are  chiefly 
concerned  with  the  kind  and  degree  of  their  qualification  for  the  responsible 
office.  Therefore,  gentlemen  of  the  Institute,  while  we  are  striving  by  every 
laudable  means  to  raise  the  grade  of  qualification,  we  must  help  to  elevate  it 
for  both  sexes  alike.  We  should  recognize  and  encourage  those  medical 
schools  which  are  now  devoted  to  the  education  of  women,  and  organize, 
endow,  and  support  others,  as  they  may  be  demanded  by  the  growing  popu- 
larity of  our  cause. 
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While  the  women  introduce  and  defend  us ;  while  they  entrust  their  own 
lives,  and  those  of  others,  who  are  endeared  to  them  by  the  ties  of  love  and 
of  friendship,  to  our  care  and  keeping;  while  the.y  continue  to  be  the  first  to 
praise  and  appreciate,  and  the  last  to  forget  what  we  have  done  for  them ; 
while  they  throw  their  tact  and  influence  and  intelligence  into  the  scale  for 
US;  while  they  support  our  efforts  at  home  and  abroad:  and  while,  in  this 
and  other  cities,  tliey  raise  and  contribute  thousands  upon  thousands  of  dol- 
lars to  extend  a  knowledge  of  homoeopathy  and  its  curative  blessings  to  the 
poor  and  the  needy,  we  should  frankly  confess  that  this  is  our  sweetest  recom- 
pense and  our  most  lasting  reward. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  address  the  members  and  the  ladies  who 
accompanied  them,  were  invited  to  the  hall  below,  where  the  remain- 
der of  the  evening  was  spent  socially,  as  described  in  the  account  of 
the  festivities. 

Second  Day. — Wednesday  Morning. 

The  Institute  assembled  at  10  A.  M. 

Wm.  Tod  Helmuth,  M.D.,  of  St.  Louis  —  a  member  of  the  Bureau 
of  Surgery — beirg  obliged  to  leave  town,  was  called  upon  for  his 
report. 

This  was  upon  the  complete  extirpation  of  the  inferior  maxillary 
bone,  and  was  intended  as  a  refutation  of  the  statement  made  by  Dr. 
Franklin  and  published  in  the  Proceedings  of  1868,  p.  220. 

By  most  careful  investigation  in  the  largest  medical  libraries  he  can 
find  recorded  but  four  cases  in  the  United  States  of  the  successful 
removal  of  the  entire  bone  at  one  operation,  previous  to  his  operation 
at  Indianapolis,  as  reported  in  the  Proceedings  of  1867,  p.  57. 

He  gave  a  full  description  of  the  operation  with  a  detailed  account 
of  its  history,  and  completely  defended  the  Transactions  from  the 
aspersions  cast  upon  them  by  Dr.  Franklin. 

The  paptr  was  referred  to  the  Publication  Committee. 

THE    BUREAU    OF    MATERIA    MEDICA,    PHARMACY    AND    PROVINGS. 

The  Chairman.  Conrad  Wesselhoeft,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  presented 
tlie  General  Report  of  the  Bureau. 

W.  E.  Pa3'ne,  M.D.,  of  Bath,  Me.,  read  a  paper  on  Collecting  and 
Recording  Clinical  Provings.  It  urged  this  as  the  only  wa}^  of  sepa- 
rating the  false  from  the  true  ;  the  accidental  from  the  normal. 

A  paper  on  Provings  of  Styllingia  Sylvatica,  by  E.  M.  Hale,  M.D., 
of  Chicago,  was  presented  and  an  abstract  read. 
.    Dr.  Wesselhoeft  approved  the  views  of  Dr.  Payne's   paper.     He 
thought  it  difficult  to  arrive  at  reliable  conclusions  on  the  efficacy  of 
remedies  ;  —  we  need  all  the  light  we  can  collect. 

Dr.  Dunham  thought  higlih-  of  the  organization  of  labor  on  the  task 
of  collecting  clinical  confirmations.     On  his  motion  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Bureau  of  Clinical  Medicine  be  requested  to 
collect  and  report  to  the  Institute  clinical  verifications  of  the  S3'mptoms 
contained  in  the  materia  medica,  giving  proper  credit  to  the  authors. 

Resolved^  That  State  Societies  be  invited  to  cooperate  in  this  work. 

Dr.  Clary,  of  Syracuse,  thought  that  provings  by  infirm  people  were 
of  little  value. 
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Dr  Holt,  of  Lowell,  thought  the  present  classification  of  medicines 
was  too  confused.  If  you  try  the  same  drug  on  a  hundred  pro  vers 
you  will  find  two  classes  of  symptoms  :  in  the  first  there  are  a  few  symp- 
toms which  are  found  in  nearly  every  prover ;  the  other  contains  a 
large  number  of  sj'mptoms,  some  of  which  occur  but  once.  Just  so 
with  the  symptoms  in  every  well-defined  disease  ;  symptoms  which  we 
call  pathognomonic  occur  in  nearly  every  case,  while  there  is  another 
and  much  more  numerous  class  of  individual  symptoms  which  are  only 
found  occasionally  in  patients. 

A.  O.  Blair,  M.D.,  of  Cleveland,  thought  Dr.  Payne's  scheme  desir- 
able, but  difficult  of  execution.  We  must  be  careful  how  we  rely  on 
reports.  A  man  tells  us  he  has  cut  off  a  typhoid  fever  at  the  fifth  day 
w^ith  Baptisia  tinctoria;  he  has  mistaken  ephemeral  fever  for  typhoid. 
Again,  the  pathognomonic  symptoms  are  not  all  we  want.  There  are 
cases  in  which  the  symptoms  we  want  are  rarely  developed  in  a  prov- 
ing. And  there  may  be  specifics  which  have  no  known  symptom  in 
common  with  the  disease  which  the}^  cure.  In  a  fatal  epidemic  called 
the  black-tongue,  (the  tongue  was  blackened  by  outrageous  doses  of 
Arg.  n.),  he  tried  Lachesis,  not  from  any  correspondence  of  symp- 
toms, but  because  he  considered  animal  poisons  the  proper  remedies 
for  blood-poisons.  It  worked  beautifully  then,  but  since  that  time  it 
has  never  done  much  good.  And  he  had  never  seen  the  time 
when  it  would  cure  so  many  diseases  as  it  did  then.  Hahnemann 
considered  that  there  were  two  kinds  of  scarlet  fever ;  that  with  a 
polished  skin,  cured  by  Bell.^  is  very  rarely  seen  in  this  country.  In 
the  rough-skinned  kind,  which  we  have,  Bell,  is  worse  than  nothing. 
Lack,  is  the  true  remedy  for  it,  and  Sulphur  the  prophylactic.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  symptoms  of  our  materia  medica  ought  to  be  expunged. 

W.  Williamson,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  said  that  such  is  the  influence 
or  power  of  the  genius  epidemicus,  that  medicines  will  often  be  found  to 
act  when  the  provings  do  not  indicate  them.  But  if  the  provings  were 
carried  far  enough  the  symptoms  would  doubtless  be  found.  They 
have  been  passed  over  as  accidental  when  they  occurred.  Lacli.^  (as 
it  is  miscalled  —  for  not  the  snake  itself,  but  its  virus  is  intended)  is  a 
remedy  for  blood-poison  even  when  no  symptoms  indicate  it. 

G.  W.  Swazey,  M.D.,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  regretted  some  things 
said  by  Dr.  Blair.  He  did  not  like  flings  at  symptomatology,  even  as 
exhibited  in  the  most  minute  symptoms 

Dr.  Dunham  could  illustrate  the  importance  of  uncommon  symp- 
toms from  a  proving  of  his  own.  Dr.  Hering  doubted  the  genuineness 
of  the  peculiar  ear-symptoms  of  Tellurium  which  he  experienced,  but 
which  have  since  received  ample  clinical  confirmation,  and  indicate 
the  most  valuable  properties  of  the  drug.  Who  can  say  that  any  of 
our  provings  are  exhaustive  ?  He  gave  Lilium  tigrinum  to  a  lady 
for  heart-symptoms.  It  cured  uterine  symptoms  without  any  proving 
to  justify  it.  But  the  next  year  came  that  single  proving  by  the 
schoolmistress  which  explained  the  unexpected  cure.  Comparatively 
few  provers  are  females,  and  we  know  little  of  the  uterine  symptoms 
which  our  common  medicines  may  produce. 

The  Institute  then  took  a  recess  for  dinner. 
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Wednesday  Afternoon. 

H.  N.  Martin,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  was  much  interested  in  the 
new  effort  to  collect  clinical  provings.  It  was  for  this  purpose 
that  the  American  Journal  of  Materia  Medica  was  established.  We 
have  sent  out  a  large  number  of  circulars  to  collect  such  facts,  and 
scarce    a  single  answer  ever  came  back. 

B.  De  Gersdorff,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  thought  that  the  provings  on 
sick  people,  who  were  therefore  sensitive,  were  the  only  reliable  ones 
with  high  dilutions.  Under  Hahnemann's  directions,  Calc.  carb.  de- 
veloped symptoms  in  him  which  had  never  been  found  before.  Some 
good  symptoms  had  shown  themselves  in  him  in  sickness  but  never 
before. 

F.  R.  McManus,  M.D.,  of  Baltimore,  thought  it  wrong  to  denounce 
any  of  the  numerous  symptoms,  without  good  grounds.  He  cured  a 
patient  with  two  doses  of  jS tan. ^^,  administered  on  the  single  indication 
that  she  had  pain  in  her  chest  only  when  lying  on  her  well  side. 

NOMENCLATURE  AND  PHARMACY. 

Dr.  Williamson  presented  a  long  and  very  important  report,  sug- 
gestmg  such  principles  for  naming  new  remedies  as  seemed  most  prop- 
er, and  such  changes  in  the  names  of  old  as  were  absolutely  neces- 
sary. 

T.  F.  Allen,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  thought  it  necessar}^  to  adhere  to  the 
strict  scientific  names  of  plants.  These  we  find  in  Gray's  works. 
Neither  Wood's  nor  any  other  American  botanical  works  except 
Gray's  were  authority. 

F.  A.  Rockwith,  M.D.,  of  Newark,  N.J.,  agi'eed  with  Dr.  Allen. 
We  must  submit  to  the  botanists  for  our  nomenclature  in  their  de- 
partment. There  is  no  safety  in  using  the  names  of  the  European 
homoeopaths  —  they  are  behind  the  age.  A  congress  ought  to  re- 
form the  names  of  our  remedies.  Go  to  a  druggist  for  Hepar  sul- 
phurise and  you  are  liable  to  get  sulphate  in  the  place  of  sulphide 
of  potassium. 

Dr.  Williamson  said  the  American  Institute  has  more  power  to  reg- 
ulate the  nomenclature  than  any  other  body  in  the  world.  It  is  twenty 
years  in  advance  of  any  other. 

THE     COMMITTEE     ON     CREDENTIALS 

reported    that   there   were  here  represented  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  homoeopathic  institutions,  as  follows  : 

State  societies,  15 

County  societies,  47 

Hospitals  and  infirmaries,  18 

Dispensaries,  26 

Colleges,  8 

Journals,  12 


Total,  ]26 

No.  of  delegates,  161 
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THE    COMMITTEE     ON    A    SoMCEOPATtllC     DISPENSATORY 

Reported  that  there  is  no  suitable  work  of  the  kind,  and  that  one 
should  be  prepared  and  published.  They  had  seen  two  or  three  pages 
of  Dr.  Lodge's  proof-sheets  but  could  not  as  yet  recommend  his  plan. 
The  following  resolution  was  passed  : 

Resolved^  That  a  Committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  gentlemen 
especially  familiar  with  botan}^,  chemistry,  pharmacy  and  materia 
medica  to  report  to  the  Institute,  at  its  next  meeting,  a  plan  for  a 
Homosopathic  D  spensatory  and  that  Dr.  Lodge  be  invited  to  submit 
the  manuscript  of  his  Dispensatory  to  this  Committee  and  to  take 
their  suggestions  into  consideration  before  publishing  his  work. 

BUREAU     OF     OBSTETRICS. 

Dr.  Woodbury,  for  the  Chairman,  presented  the  following  papers : 

Report  of  the  Bureau ;    by  R.  Ludlam,  M.D.,  of  Chicago. 

Report  on  Obstetrics  ;    by  H.  N.  G-uernsej",  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia. 

Operation  for  Lnperforate  Vagina ;  by  J.  H.  Woodbury,  M.D., 
of  Boston. 

Flexions  of  the  Uterus  ;  by  T.  G-.  Comstock,  M.D  ,  of  St.  Louis. 

Anteflexion  of  the  Uterus  ;  by  John  C.  Sanders,  M.D.,  of  Cleveland. 

Ovarian  Dropsy  ;  by  John  Hartmann,  M  D.,  of  St.  Louis. 

Ovarian  Tumor  Cured ;  by  W.  Grullnpe,  M.D.,  of  Bangor,  Me. 

On  Sterility ;  by  Ernst  Hofman,  M.T),,  of  New  York. 

Dr.  Hofman  read  some  portions  of  his  paper,  but  the  question  was 
raised  if  this  was  not  a  description  of  an  instrument  already  patented 
and  in  the  market.  Dr.  Hofman  acknowledged  that  it  was.  The 
further  reading  of  the  paper  was  discontinued. 

The  reports  of  the  Bureau  were  referred  to  the  Publication  Com- 
mittee. 

An  animated  debate  followed  the  papers. 

Dr.  Woodbury  had  seen  a  woman  who  had  bled  to  death  under  the 
care  of  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Guernsey,  who  conscientiously  did  nothing  but 
administer  remedies.  She  could  have  been  saved  by  mechanical 
means  ;  it  is  folly  to  object  that  they  are  not  homoeopathic  while  they 
conform  to  the  teachings  of  common  sense. 

Dr.  Holt  would  like  to  know  what  Dr.  Guernsey  would  do  with  a 
woman  \?ho  could  not  live  long  enough  for  him  to  open  his  medicine 
case. 

Dr.  Guernsey  had  had  many  cases  of  desperate  flooding  and  saved 
them  all  by  medicine,  Ipec.  will  stop  a  constant  stream  of  bright-red 
blood.  But  do  patients  never  die  when  the  tampon  is  used  ?  Is  it 
sound  philosophy  to  plug  the  nares  for  epistaxis,  or  the  anus  for 
cholera  ? 

Dr.  Baer  believed  in  high  dilutions.  He  had  gone  up  from  the 
thirtieth  to  the  two  hundredth,  and  be3^ond.  He  had  used  no  other 
mechanical  appliance  than  his  hand.  In  desperate  cases  he  had  seen 
wonders  from  Ipec.^^  and  Bell.^^.  But  experience  and  skill  can  prevent 
such  cases,  of  which  young  physicians  have  the  most. 

Adjourned. 
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Third  Day.  —  Thursday  Morning, 
obstetrical  discussion. continued. 

Dr.  Payne  agreed  with  Dr.  Guernse}^  as  to  the  power  of  the  homoe- 
opathic law,  which  extends  beyond  our  present  knowledge.  But  the 
beginner  cannot  carry  the  whole  materia  medica  in  his  head.  Rather 
than  go  home  to  consult  his  books,  or  lose  his  patient,  let  him  use 
an}^  means  he  knows.  By  all  and  every  means  save  life.  He  had 
never  used  the  tampon,  and  hopes  he  never  shall.  But  he  would,  if 
necessary. 

A.  B  Smith,  M.D.,  of  Geneva,  N.Y.,  never  uses  the  tampon. 
Flooding  is  always  preceded  by  violent  excitement,  which  should  be 
calmed.  He  never  forcibly  removes  the  placenta,  but  irritates  the  os 
uteri  with  the  finger,  if  necessary,  or  moves  the  placenta  a  little.  He 
sometimes  makes  topical  applications,  —  of  persulphate  of  iron,  for 
instance.  Mechanical  means  may  be  absolutely  indispensable,  as  in 
some  uterine  displacements. 

The  President's  opinion  was  demanded. 

Dr.  Ludlam  said  that  he,  like  Dr.  Fajne,  found  the  usefulness  of 
remedies  to  grow  with  his  knowledge  of  them.  But  we  are  full}'  justi- 
fied in  using  every  expedient,  regular,  irregular,  and  defective,  to  save 
life.  One  who  can  always  discharge  his  duty  to  his  patient  without 
expedient  or  mechanical  aid  must  be  possessed  of  extraordinary 
medical  skill.  We  should  err  if  we  concluded  that  remedies  are  all- 
sufficient.  A  man  who  never  needs  a  tampon,  or  any  such  appliance, 
should  never  tell  his  students  of  it.  Men  who  have  never  lost  a  pa- 
tient with  puerperal  convulsions  have  no  right  to  say  that  there  is  no 
need  of  losing  them.  Perhaps  not  one  man  in  five  hundred  has  the 
skill  in  selecting  remedies  which  Dr.  Guernse}^  has.  The  rule  for  him 
will  not  apply  to  us.  I  am  compelled  to  resort  to  extra-homoeopathic 
expedients.     If  he  needs  them  not,  so  much  the  better. 

Dr.  Williamson  was  called.  He  said  we  must  by  all  means  save 
life,  and,  if  it  may  be,  mitigate  the  ills  we  cannot  cure.  And  there 
are  even  curable  cases  of  which  you  cannot  get  control.  If  the  pa- 
tient be  willing  to  follow  your  advice  she  may  not  be  able.  She  may 
be  poor  and  compelled  to  labor  for  a  dependent  famil}".  Then  it  is 
useless  to  tell  her  to  keep  a  horizontal  posture.  We  may  be  able  to 
do  no  more  than  give  her  a  pessary  or  a  supporter.  May  we  never  use 
mechanical  remedies  for  mechanical  disorders  ?  May  we  not  use  a 
forceps  to  take  gravel  from  an  e3^e  ? 

O.  B.  Gause,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia :  In  pathological  cases  we 
have  almost  always  a  remedy.  But  the  practitioner's  veiy  first  case 
may  be  an  exception.  He  must  save  life  by  such  means  as  he  can. 
Prof.  Morgan  demonstrated  in  one  case  that  he  could  control  the 
flooding  by  grasping  the  uterus  through  the  walls  of  the  abdomen 
There  are^  no  doubt,  cases  in  which  the  bandage  is  not  required. 

Dr.  Beckwith  thought  Dr.  Guernsey's  paper  beautifully  written, 
but  its  teaching  was  bad,  and  might  lead  to  the  sacrifice  of  lives  which 
could  otherwise  be  saved. 
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Dr.  Guernsey :  I  still  adhere  to  my  principles,  and  it  seems  that, 
however  you  practice,  you  agree  with  me.  I  claim  no  peculiar 
skill.  I  have  done  no  more  than  others  may  do  if  they  will  apply  the 
iaw  of  Hahnemann. 

C.  H.  Haeseler,  M.D.,  of  Pottsville,  Pa.,  had  a  delicate,  ansemic, 
virgin  patient  whom  he  had  known  from  childhood  ;  she  was  sent  to 
Philadelphia  to  a  "  gynecologist"  who  had  womb  on  the  brain.  He 
applied  the  speculum,  cauterized,  and  sent  her  home,  where  she  died 
m  two  days.     There  is  topical  treatment  for  you  ! 

BUREAU    OF    SURGERY. 

The  following  papers  were  presented  by  the  Secretary  in  the 
absence  of  the  chairman : 

General  report  of  the  Bureau. 

Hypertrophy  of  the  Thyroid  Gland ;  by  J.  Beakley,  M.D.,  of  New 
York. 

Dry-earth  treatment  of  Ulcers  ;  by  J.  Beakley,  M,D. 

Operative  Surgery ;  by  W.  T.  Helmuth,  M.D.,  of  St.  Louis. 

Stilling's  Operation  on  the  Lachrymal  Canal ;  by  T.  F.  Allen,  M.D., 
of  New  York. 

Cataract ;  by  C.  T.  Liebold,  M.D.,  of  New  York. 

Eeport  on  Surgery ;  by  J.  C.  Morgan,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia. 

Kadical  Cure  of  Inguinal  Hernia ;  by  M.  Macfarlan,  M.D.,  of 
Philadelphia. 

Internal  use  of  MonselFs  Solution  in  Haemorrhage  ;  by  M.  Macfarlan. 

Antiseptics ;  by  A.  G.  Beebe,  M.D.,  of  Chicago. 

Orthopaedic  Surgery  ;  by  L.  H.  Willard,  M.D.,  of  Pittsburg. 

Cases  of  Ophthalmology ;  by  J.  B.  Bell,  M  D.,  of  Augusta,  Me. 

Cancer  of  the  Brain  ;  by  S.  J.  Pearsall,  M.D.,  of  Saratoga,  N.Y. 

Surgical  Operations  ;  by  G.  M.  Pease,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

No  important  discussion  followed,  and  the  papers  were  referred  to 
the  Publication  Committee. 

Dr.  Allen  thought  that  occlusion  of  the  lachrymal  canal  could  not  be 
cured  by  medicine,  though  it  is  said  that  its  stricture  may  have  been 
benefitted  by  Wair,  mur..  and  Puis. 

Dr.  Liebold  had  never  seen  a  hard  cataract  cured  by  medicines. 
They  are  supposed  to  have  been  remedied  by  the  application  of  phos- 
phuretted  oiL 

Dr.  Allen,  on  search,  had  found  records  of  three  cases  of  hard 
cataract  supposed  to  have  been  cured.  Some  cases  have  certainly 
recovered  of  themselves.  If  Nature  can  cure  them  why  cannot  medi- 
cine?    He  had  seen  no  record  of  a  cure  of  glaucoma. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Smith,  of  Melrose,  presented  a  case  of  what  appeared  to 
be  cancer  of  the  tongue. 

Recess  taken  till  two,  P.M. 

Thursday  Afternoon, 

BUREAU   op   anatomy,    PHYSIOLOGY   AND    HYGIENE. 

The  following  papers  were  presented  and  referred  : 
Report  on  Hygiene  ;  by  C.  Dunham,  M.D.,  of  New  York. 
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Report  on  Ph3^siolog5^ ;  by  J.  H.  P.  Frost,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia. 

Alcohol  ;  by  C.  W.  Boyce,  M.D.,  of  Auburn,  N.Y. 

Ventilation  ;  by  A.  R.  Morgan,  M.D.,  of  SjTacuse,  N.Y. 

On  the  Origin  of  Lj^mphatics  ;  by  T.  F.  Allen,  M.D.,  of  New  York. 

Alcohol  as  predisposing  to  Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea ;  by  John 
Hornby,  M.D.,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.Y. 

Inorganic  Phosphorus  always  a  poison  ;  by  A.  J.  Bellows,  M.D., 
of  Boston. 

Little  discussion  followed  the  presentation  of  the  papers.  Dr. 
Baer  thought  the  13'inphatics  were  formed  of  protoplasmic  materials, 
thrown  out  by  the  cells  ;  and  that  the  cells  grew  upward,  a  new  cell 
forming  at  the  base  of  an  old  one. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Smith  said  that  the  last  volume  of  Wells'  Annual  of 
Scientiftc  Discovery  contained  an  article  b}"  Dr.  G.  H.  Derb}^,  of  Bos- 
ton, which  established  the  fact  that  hot  iron  is  permeable  by  carbonic 
acid  and  carbonic  oxide. 

BUREAU   OF    ORGANIZATION,   REGISTRATION   AND   STATISTICS. 

The  report  was  presented  and  read  by  the  Chairman,  Henry  M. 
Smith,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  and  was  accompanied  by  reports  from  the 
various  homoeopathic  societies  and  institutions  of  this  countr}^  The 
report  was  referred. 

WESTERN    INSTITUTE    OF    HOMCEOPATHt. 

L.  E.  Ober,  M.D.,  of  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  President  of  the  Western 
Institute  of  HomcKopathy,  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Ludlam,  who  him- 
self was  one  of  a  Committee  of  that  bod}?-  to  arrange  for  merging  it 
into  the  American  Institute.  Dr.  Ober  stated  that  the  Western  Insti- 
tute was  organized  during  the  war,  when  the  American  Institute  was 
dormant,  and  many  felt  that  it  was  no  longer  needed. 

Drs.  Gause,  Kenyon  and  Bigler,  were  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Western  Institute,  in  relation  to  this  subject. 
» 

THE    necrologist's    REPORT, 

By  Dr.  S.  B.  Barlow,  of  New  York,  was  presented  and  referred. 

THE  committee  ON  CORRESPONDENCE 

Reported  through  the  chairman,  Carroll  Dunham,  M.D.,  of  New  York. 
The  report  was  accompanied '  by  a  letter  from  Dr.  John  Moore,  of 
Liverpool,  a  corresponding  member  of  the  Institute,  who  attended  the 
session  of  1868,  at  St.  Louis.  He  gave  an  account  of  the  progress 
of  homoeopath}^  in  England. 

Dr.  De  Gersdorff  presented  an  interesting  statement  of  the  pro- 
gress of  homoeopathy  in  German}^  as  observed  during  his  recent  visit. 

PUBLICATION    OF   A    JOURNAL. 

The  Committee  on  the  Publication  of  a  Journal,  recommended  that 
the  project  be  abandoned,  the  wants  of  the  profession  beii:g  adequately 
supplied  by  the  twelve  now  issued  in  this  couutiy. 

Adjourned. 
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Fourth  Day.  —  Friday  Morning, 
medical  education. 

D.  S.  Smith,  M.D.,  of  Chicago,  presented  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Medical  Education.  This  consisted  of  a  paper  from  the  Chair- 
man, C.  J.  Hempel,  M.D.,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. ;  a  joint  paper 
from  Drs.  D.  S.  Smith  and  G-.  D.  Beebe,  and  a  paper  from  T.  P.  Wil- 
son, M.D.,  of  Cleveland,  O.  The  report  was  referred  to  the  Publica- 
tion Committee. 

Dr.  Cause,  of  Philadelphia,  wished  more  time  could  be  given  to 
the  discussion  of  this  matter.  He  represents  the  oldest  of  our  col- 
leges, now  twenty  years  old.  The  further  extension  of  the  time 
and  of  the  curriculum  of  study  is  so  essential  that  this  college  has 
resolved  to  try  the  experiment  of  a  three  years'  course  without  any 
corresponding  increase  of  charges.  The  Chicago  school  intends  to  do 
the  same.  It  is  desirable  to  have  a  course  so  thorough  that  none 
need  go  for  further  knowledge  to  an  allopathic  school.  He  wished 
the  report  could  be  read. 

Dr.  D.  S.  Smith  :  The  report  is  too  long  to  be  read  here  ;  it  can  be 
published,  and  next  year,  having  read  it,  we  can  act  more  intelligently. 

Dr.  Burr  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  that  a  committee 
of  five  confer  with  representatives  from  our  colleges  to  devise  a  more 
thorough  and  efficient  plan  of  medical  education. 

The  committee  was  appointed  later  by  the  President. 

Dr.  Morse  said  that  the  best  men  in  every  community  are  found  to  be 
the  patrons  of  homoeopathy.  Such  have  most  confidence  in  educated 
men.  Some  of  our  physicians  are  self-educated  and  have  had  too 
little  of  preliminary  education.  They  ought  to  have  at  least  the  best 
which  our  schools  afibrd,  where,  among  other  things,  botany  and  chem- 
istry should  be  taught. 

Dr.  Blair  thought  that  the  time  required  of  students  should  vary 
with  their  advancement,  and  that  they  should  have  a  good  preliminary 
education, 

S.  S.  Guy,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  thought  the  present  standard  far 
too  low.  The  Professors  often  sacrifice  themselves  to  the  cause  of 
education  and  have  their  self-denial  charged  to  ambition. 

AMERICAN   INSTITUTE    OF    HOMCEOPATHIC    PHARMACY. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Smith  announced  the  formation  of  an  American  Institute 
of  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy.  It  is  to  meet  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
June,  at  Cincinnati.  It  wishes  a  committee  of  conference  with  this 
body.  It  was  voted  that  the  committee  on  a  Homoeopathic  Dispensa- 
tory be  authorized  to  correspond  with  them. 

ADMISSION   OF   WOMEN   TO   THE   INSTITUTE. 

Dr.  Swazey  called  up  the  amendment  of  which  he  gave  notice 
last  year,  adding  the  words  male  and  female  after  the  word  others  in 
the  third  article  of  the  constitution.  The  question,  he  said,  is  differ- 
ent from  that  decided  in  the  negative  in  New  Yojk  in  1867,  by  the 
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closest  vote  ever  taken  in  the  Institute.  That  related  to  Mrs.  Mercy 
B.  Jackson.  Members  probably  know  how  they  shall  vote  withoat 
taking  up  time  in  discussion. 

Dr.  Morse  thought  it  too  important  to  be  decided  now,  and  moved 
its  reference  to  a  committee. 

Dr.  Dunham  advocated  this  measure  not  from  m~otives  of  gallantry 
nor  from  motives  of  justice,  but  simply  with  regard  to  the  objects  of 
the  Association,  among  which  the  principal  was  the  study  of  the 
materia  medica.  One  half,  perhaps  two  thirds,  of  the  patients  were 
women.  Little  or  nothing  was  known  of  the  effects  of  drugs  upon 
women,  and  physicians  never  could  know  more  until  they  had  thoroughly 
educated  women  to  stud}'"  the  susceptibilities  of  their  organism  to 
drugs .  No  one  thought  of  the  most  important  properties  of  Cyclamen 
Europgeum  till  a  woman  brought  a  little  bit  of  a  proving  of  it. 
So  of  Lilium  tigrinum  ;  but  for  the  proof  of  the  schoolmistress  we 
should  not  know  its  value.  If  we  had  a  dozen  thoroughly  educated 
and  accomplished  women  ph3^sicians,  fully  our  equals,  —  and  he 
believed  the  world  was  capable  of  producing  such  —  who  could 
become  adjunct  members  of  the  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica,  there 
would  come  up  in  oue  year  such  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  provings  as 
would  make  them  glad  forever  that  they  had  encouraged  the  measure. 

Dr.  McManus  opposed  the  change, — women  could  be  provers  and  not 
be  members. 

Dr.  Shattuck  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  question. 
Lost. 

Dr.  Guy  would  rather  have  the  change  made  elsewhere  tlian  in 
Massachusetts.  He  hoped  it  would  be  settled  on  iis  merits  without 
local  influences  to  affect  it. 

Dr.  Bellows  thinks  the  action  will  not  disgrace  Massachusetts. 
Those  who  vote  against  it  will  be  ashamed  of  their  course. 

Dr.  Martin.  I  hope  at  least  that  it  will  be  made  men  and  ivonien; 
for  males  and  females  do  not  necessarily  mean  human  beiugs. 

Dr.  Talbot  thought  that  as  a  matter  of  taste  it  might  be  better  to 
keep  an  unnecessar}^  clause  out  of  the  constitution,  when  a  simple 
declaratory  resolution  would  answer  as  well. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Smith  moved  the  substitution  of  the  following  resolution 
in  place  of  the  amendment  of  the  constitution  offered  by  Dr.  Swazey : 

Resolved^  That  properl}^  qualified  ph^-sicians,  men  or  women,  are 
eligible  to  membership  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopatll3^ 

Dr.  Schneider  moved  indefinite  postponement.     Lost. - 

Dr.  Wright  moved  the  previous  question.     Carried. 

The  Chair  decided  that  Dr.  Smith's  substitute  was  to  be  voted  on. 
The  question  was  put  and  carried,  85  to  32. 

Dr.  McManus.  Is  the  next  question  whether  the  amended  resolu- 
tion shall  pass  ? 

Dr.  Dowling.  Certainly  ;  I  so  thought,  or  I  should  not  have  voted 
fdr  it. 

Dr.  Thayer.  No.  The  matter  is  now  closed,  and  Dr.  Smith's 
amendment  is  passed. 

Dr.  Talbot  considered  that  that  vote  simply  substituted  Dr.  Smith's 
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resolution  for  Dr.  Swazey's  amendment  of  the  Constitution.  Persons 
might  prefer  that  substitution  who  would  vote  against  both. 

Dr.  Dowling  said  that  he  voted  for  the  substitution  of  the  resolu- 
tion merely,  but  if  it  was  thus  adopted  we  are  entrapped  into  a  vote  we 
did  not  intend. 

Chair  decided  that  the  resolution  has  not  been  adopted  and  put 
the  question,  Shall  the  resolution  presented  by  Dr.  Smith  be  adopted? 
Carried,  80  to  45. 

Dr.  Martin.  This  is  simply  a  resolution  ;  a  part  of  neither  con- 
stitution nor  by-laws. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Smith.  The  Institute  now  stands  higher  than  ever 
before.  We  are  the  advance  medical  society  of  the  world,  and  by  this 
act  we,  more  than  ever  before,  command  the  respect  of  the  progres- 
sive minds  the  world  over.  We  need  not  quake  before  any  medical 
association. 

Dr.  Thayer.  In  order  to  put  this  question  to  rest  for  ever  I  move 
to  reconsider  the  action  just  taken.  If  this  be  voted  down,  as  I  hope 
it  will  be,  that  ends  the  matter. 

Dr.  McManus.  We  cannot  so  bind  the  Institute,  We  are  but 
delegates  for  this  year.     This  question  must  come  up  again. 

Dr.  Thayer.  As  there  is  considerable  feeling  about  my  motion,  I 
withdraw  it. 

Dr.  D.  S.  Smith.  The  mighty  West  must  yet  be  heard  at  a  time 
when  it  can  be  more  fully  heard  and  can  speak  more  emphatically 
than  it  can  here  to-day.  I  give  notice  that  I  will  move  next  year  to 
rescind  the  resolution  just  passed. 

Dr.  Swaze^".  The  East  will  not  all  be  at  the  meeting  next  year,  but 
it  will  not  complain  of  the  action  there  taken.  But  which  ever  way  a 
question  goes  there  must  be  a  minority  to  smart  under  defeat. 

Dr.  Dowling  wished  to  explain  that  he  did  not  doubt  the  fair-deal- 
ing of  the  Boston  members  of  the  Institute. 

Dr.  McManus  would  explain  that  he  was  a  woman's-rights  man.  He 
admires  the  sex  for  their  delicacy  and  would  not  have  them  lose  it ;  he 
does  not  know  Dr.  Mercy  B.  Jackson  but  would  be  happy  to  become 
acquainted  with  her.  If  she  is  a  competent  surgeon  he  would  be  will- 
ing to  hold  a  tenaculum  for  her  to  tie  an  artery. 

Dr.  D.  S.  Smith  desired  to  apologize  for  any  hasty  speech  as  to 
the  feelings  of  the  West. 

Dr.  Swazey.  I  hope  Dr.  Smith  will  tell  us  one  little  thing  more  to 
improve  the  feeling  of  the  moment,  —  let  him  tell  us  that  he  will  not 
keep  this  particular  ball  in  motion.  Now  that  the  will  of  the  Insti- 
tute is  so  clearly  expressed,  he  will  not  re-open  the.question.  "  Let  us 
have  peace." 

Dr.  D.  S.  Smith.  Dr.  Swazey  asks  me  to  say  just  what  I  cannot. 
I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Institute  nearly  from  the  first,  and  I 
will  do  nothing  to  injure  it.  The  men  who  come  together  next  year 
must  have  a  hearing  on  this  subject  if  they  wish. 

A  resolution  was  passed  instructing  the  Necrologist  to  include  in 
his  list,  so  far  as  he  may  be  able,  all  deceased  homoeopathic  physicians 
of  this  country. 
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Dr.  "Watson  moved  that  there  be  appointed  a  committee  of  nomina- 
tions, one  from  each  State  represented,  to  nominate  candidates  for  the 
election  of  to-day,  and  fix  the  time  and  place  for  the  next  meeting. 

The  Committee  on  the  merging  of  the  Western  Institute,  reported 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  we  invite  the  Western  Institute  of  Homoeopathy 
to  transfer  its  books,  papers,  list  of  members  and  assets  to  this  Insti- 
tute. Members  of  the  Western  Institute  may  become  members  of 
this  Institute  at  its  meeting  for  1870,  by  presenting  to  the  Board  of 
Censors  a  receipt  for  the  dues  for  1870  ;  or,  upon  the  presentation  of 
an  authentic  list  of  members  whose  dues  are  paid  for  1869,  and  the 
money  in  hand  ;  then,  the  individuals  composed  in  such  list  shall  be 
admitted  to  membership  upon  the  usual  vote. 

Friday  Afternoon. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Paine,  advocated  the  endowment  of  the  Margarettville 
Asylum  for  the  Insane,  by  a  joint-stock  company.  It  is  proposed  to 
issue  shares  to  the  amount  of  S30,000  of  wliich  25  per  cent,  is  to  be 
paid  in.  It  is  hoped  yet  to  increase  it  to  $50,000.  Let  all  the  friends 
of  homoeopathy  take  stock  in  it. 

Dr.  Blair  had  had  occasion  to  call  at  the  Ohio  School  for  Idiots. 
What  he  saw  there  led  him  to  think  that  the  idiocy  arose  from  violent 
attempts  to  cure  eruptive  diseases  ;  all  the  children  had  a  psoric  taint. 
He  was  making  investigations  on  this  subject  and  asked  the  help  of 
the  Institute  in  this  matter. 

Dr.  Kenyon  moved  that  Dr.  Blair  be  requested  to  pursue  this  sub- 
ject further  and  report  to  the  Institute.     Carried. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Payne,  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  Dr. 
Hering  is  publishing  his  work  on  materia  medica  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica.  At  the  present  rate  it  will  take  about 
twenty  years  to  finish  it.  While  the  smaller  articles  will  continue  to 
appear  in  the  regular  issue  of  the  Journal^  it  is  proposed  to  issue,  as 
extra  volumes  of  the  Journal^  the  larger  articles,  so  as  to  get  through 
about  1876.  The  extra  volumes  to  be  of  about  800  pages,  at  $4  in 
paper,  or  $5  in  cloth.  If  he  should  die,  he  will  leave  no  man  who  can 
do  it  so  well. 

Dr.  Martin :  Dr.  Hering  is  in  receipt  of  a  liberal  income,  but  he 
expends  so  much  on  publications,  and  has  so  much  company  that  he 
has  nothing  to  spare  on  so  expensive  an  undertaking,  and  he  hoped 
members  who  felt  an  interest  in  the  matter  would  give  active  aid. 

ELECTION     OP     OFFICERS. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported,  and  their  nominees  were 
unanimously  elected  excepting  that  for  G-eneral  Secretary. 

Dr.  Talbot  thanked  the  Institute  for  his  long  continuance  in  the 
^office  and  the  Committee  for  the  honor  of  the  nomination,  but  from 
inability  to  give  the  requisite  time  to  its  duties  he  must  decline.  If 
he  might  be  allowed  he  would  nominate  one  who  desired  it  no  more 
than  he,  and  one  who  would  do  the  work  as  well  as  he  has,  —  Dr.  R. 
Ludlam,  of  Chicago. 
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The  officers  elected  were  as  follows  : 

President ...    David  Thayer,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

Vice-President J.  J.  Youlin,  M.D,,  of  Jersey  City. 

General  Secretary R.  Liidlam,  M.D.,  of  Chicago. 

Provisional  Secretary T.  C.  Duncan,  M.D.,  of  Chicago. 

Treasurer E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.D.,  of  New  York. 

Censors . . .  F.  R.  McManos,  M.D.,  of  Baltimore. 

L.  E.  Ober,  M.D.,  of  La  Crosse,  Wis. 
G.  D.  Beebe,  M.D.,  of  Chicago. 
W.  E.  Payne,  M.D.,  of  Bath,  Me. 
T.  P.  Wilson,  M.D.,  of  Cleveland. 

The  next  session  of  the  Institute  is  to  be  held  in  Chicago,  com- 
mencing on  the  first  Tuesday  in  June,  1870. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  D.  S.  Smith,  it  was  voted  that  the  term  of  the 
officers  elected  shall  commence  on  January  1st,  1870. 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  publish  the  forthcom- 
ing volumes  of  the  Transactions  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  general 
plan  followed  during  the  last  two  years. 

Dr.  Blair,  stated  that  his  son,  a  homoeopathic  physician,  had  been 
recently  appointed  b}''  Secretary  Boutwell  as  Surgeon  to  the  fine 
Marine  Hospital  at  Cleveland. 

Dr.  Watson  stated  that  it  was  known  that  President  Grant  was  a 
believer  in  homoeopathy.  There  are  quite  a  number  of  medical  offi- 
cers of  the  Government  known  to  be  homoeopaths. 

The  Bureaus  and  Committees  were  announced  as  follows : 

Bureau  of  Materia  Medica^  PliCirniacy  and  Provings,  —  Conrad 
Wesselhoeft,  M,D.,  Boston;  W.  Williamson,  M.D.,  Philadelphia; 
W.  E.  Payne,  M.D.,  Bath,  Maine  ;  H,  L.  Chase,  M,D„  Cambridge, 
Mass. ;  S.  B.  Barlow,  M.D,,  New  York  ;  E.  M.  Hale,  M.D„  Chicago  ; 
J.  P.  Dake,  M.D.,  Salem,  Ohio  ;  G.  E.  Belcher,  M.D.,  New  York ;  J. 
L.  Keep,  M.D.,  Brooklyn. 

Bureau  of  Clinical  Medicine.  —  H.  D.  Paine,  M.D.,  New  York  ;  S. 
M.  Cate,  M.D.,  Salem,  Mass.  ;  D,  H.  Beckwith,  M.D,,  Cleveland  ;  S, 
Gregg,  M.D,,  Boston ;  P.  P,  Wells,  M.D.,  Brooklyn  ;  J,  C,  Burgher, 
M.D.,  Pittsburg;  N.  F.  Cooke,  M.D. ,  Chicago ;  W.  H.  Holcombe, 
M.D.,  New  Orleans  ;  L.  M.  Kenyon,  M.D.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bureau  of  Obstetrics.  —  R.  Ludlam,  M.D.,  Chicago;  H.  N.  Guern- 
sey, M.D,,  Philadelphia  ;  J.  H.  Woodbury,  M.D.,  Boston  ;  T.  G.  Com-^ 
stock,  M.D.,  St.  Louis ;  E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.D.,  New  York ;  J.  C,  San-= 
ders,  M.D.,  Cleveland  ;  O.  B.  Gause,  M.D.,  Philadelphia, 

Bureau  of  Surgery.— -W.  T,  Helmuth,  M.D.,  St.  Louis;  G.  D, 
Beebe,  M.D. ,  Chicago;  B.  W.  James,  M.D,,  Philadelphia;  T.  F. 
Allen,  M.D.,  New  York  ;  C.  T.  Liebold,  M.D,,  New  York  ;  M.  Mac- 
farlan,  M.D,,  Philadelphia ;  J.  J.  Detwiller,  M.D,,  Easton,  Pa. ;  J,  B. 
Bell,  M.D.,  Augusta,  Me. ;  N.  Schneider,  M.D.,  Cleveland. 

Bureau  of  Organizcdion^  Registration  and  Statistics.  —  H,  M,  Smith, 
M.D.,  New  York ;  H.  M.  Paine,  M.D,,  Albany  ;  E,  B.  Thomas,  M.D., 
Cincinnati ;  T.  C.  Duncan,  M.D.,  Chicago ;  R.  J,  McClatchey,  M.D,, 
Philadelphia. 
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Bureau  of  Anatomy^  Physiology  and  Hygiene.  —  C.  Dunham,  M.D., 
New  York ;  J.  H.  P.  Frost,  M.D.,  Philadelphia.;  T.  P.  Wilson,  M.D., 
Cleveland  ;  J.  J.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  New  York ;  C.  W.  Boyce,  M.D., 
Auburn,  N.  Y. ;  A.  E.  Morgan,  M.X).,  New  York ;  J.  H.  Pulte,  M,D., 
Cincinnati. 

Orator  for  1870.  —  Carroll  Dunham,  M.D.,  New  York, 

Alternate  Orator,  —  E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.D.,  New  York. 

Necrologist,  —  S,  B.  Barlow,  M.D.,  New  York. 

Committee  of  Arrangements,  —  G.  D.  Beebe,  M.D.,  Chicago  ;  A.  E. 
Small,  M.D.,  Chicago ;  P.  Ludlam,  M.D  ,  Chicago ;  L.  W.  Foote, 
M.D.,  Chicago;  D.  S.  Smith,  M.D.,  Chicago;  E.  M.  Hale,  M.D., 
Chicago ;  T.  C.  Duncan,  M.D.,  Chicago  ;  S.  P.  Cole,  M.D.,  Chicago. 

Committee  on  Medical  Education.  —  G.  D.  Beebe,  M.D.,  Chicago; 
C.  J.  Hempel,  M.D.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  ;  D.  S.  Smith,  M.D., 
Chicago;  A.  0.  Blair,  M.D.,  Cleveland;  T.  G.  Comstock,  M.D.,  St. 
Louis  ;  H.  B.  Clarke,  M.D.,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Committee  on  Conference  with  the  Professors  of  Mediccd  Colleges.  — 
H.  N.  Guernse}^,  M.D.,  Philadelphia ;  D.  Holt,  M.D.,  Lowell,  Mass. ; 
L.  de  V.  Wilder,  M.D.,  New  York;  N.  P.  Morse,  M.D.,  Salem, 
Mass. ;  L.  E.  Ober,  M.D.,  La  Crosse,  Wis. 

Committee  on  Finance.  —  H.  M.  Smith,  M.D.,  New  York ;  E.  M. 
Kellogg,  M.D.,  New  York  ;  I.  T.  Talbot,  M.D.,  Boston  ;  W.  William- 
son, M.D.,  Philadelphia;  E.  B.  Thomas,  M.D.,  Cincinnati. 

Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. — C.  Dunham,  M.D. ,  New 
York  ;  T.  S.  Verdi,  M.D.,  Washington  ;  I.  T.  Talbot,  M.D.,  Boston  ; 
B.  De  Gersdorff,  M.D.,  Boston;  J.  Hartmann,  M.D.,  St.  Louis. 

Committee  on  a  HornoiopathiG  Dispensatory.  —  Carroll  Dunham, 
M.D. ,  New  York;  W.Williamson,  M.D.,  Philadelphia;  F.  E.  Boer- 
icke,  M.D.,  Philadelphia;  T.  F.  Allen,  M.D.,  New  York;  H.  M. 
Smith,  M.D.,  New  York;  F.  A.  Rockwith,  M.D.,  Newark,  N.  J.  ;  J. 
J.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  New  York. 

Committee  on  Nomenclature  and  Pharmacy.  —  W.  Williamson,  M  D., 
Philadelphia ;  C.  Hering,  M.D.,  Philadelphia  ;  C.  Neidhard,  M.D., 
Philadelphia ;  Jacob  Jeanes,  M.D.,  Philadelphia ;  F.  E.  Boericke, 
M.D.,  Philadelphia. 

Thanks  were  voted  at  different  times  to  the  officers  who  retired  at 
the  commencement  of  this  session  ;  to  those  who  presided  during  the 
session ;  to  Prof.  Ludlam,  for  hts  address ;  to  the  Massachusetts 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society ;  to  the  Municipal  Authorities  of 
Boston  ;  to  the  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Boston  ;  to  the  officers  and 
teachers  on  the  School  Ship  "  George  M.  Barnard"  ;  to  the  officers  of 
the  following  institutions  :  Massachusetts  Listitute  of  Technologj' ; 
Boston  Society  of  Natural  Histor}^ ;  Public  Library  ;  Boston  Athenaeum  ; 
Coliseum ;  Consumptives'  Home ;  Baldwin  Place  Home  for  Little 
Wanderers  ;  House  of  the  Angel  Guardian  ;  Bunker  Hill  Monument 
Association  ;  and  to  the  Press  of  Boston. 
'    Adjourned  to  meet  at  Chicago,  Tuesda}-,  June  7,  1870. 

I.    T.   Talbot,    General  Secretary. 
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THE   FESTIVITIES   OF   THE   SESSION. 

PRELIMINARY    MEETING. 

On  Monday  evening,  the  preliminary  meeting  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Dr.  Gregg,  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Institute,  and 
one  of  the  oldest  practitioners  of  homoeopathy  in  Is'ew  England. 
These  meetings  have  differed  very  much  in  character.  But  any  one 
who  was  present  in  New  York  and  St.  Louis,  must  agree  with  us, 
that  physicians  coming  together  for  the  first  time,  many  of  them 
strangers,  others  friends  long  separated,,  are  not  in  a  suitably  sympa- 
thetic condition  for  the  immediate  transaction  of  business.  On  this 
evening  no  business  was  attempted,  but  about  eighty  members  were 
assembled,  and  the  evening  was  passed  in  the  most  social  manner. 
Old  friendships  were  renewed  and  new  acquaintances  were  made,  and 
the  bountiful  hospitality  of  the  host  added  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
occasion,  and  brought  the  members  into  harmony  for  the  more  serious 
business  of  the  week. 

TUESDAY   MORNING, 

On  the  assembling  of  the  Institute,  a  communication  was  received 
from  the  municipal  authorities  of  Boston,  inviting  the  members  to  a  re- 
ception on  Wednesday  evening,  in  the  Music  Hall.  Following  this, 
came  a  courteous  invitation  to  viait  the  Institute  of  Technology,  at 
such  time  as  might  be  convenient.  This  set  the  ball  in  motion,  and 
during  the  session,  various  institutions  of  Boston  vied  with  each 
other  in  extending  their  courtesies,  evidently  desiring  that  this  body 
of  distinguished  visitors  should  be  treated  with  hospitality  during 
their  sta}^  One  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  invitations  were  re- 
ferred to  arrange  the  visits,  facetiously  protested  that  it  was  the 
hardest-worked  committee  of  the  Institute. 

At  one  o'clock,  the  close  of  the  morning  session,  an  hour  was  taken 
for  the  first  of  that  series  of  unilbrmly  delightful 

DAILY     COLLATIONS, 

Which  were  prepared  in  the  lower  hall  by  the  well-known  caterer,  Mr. 
J.  B.  Smith,  who  understands  the  art  of  combining  delicacy  with 
abundance.  No  other  beverages  were  provided  than  the  best  of  tea 
and  coffee  and  iced  water.  This  hour  of  leisure  and  free  intercourse 
was  heartily  enjoyed,  and  will  long  be  remembered  with  pleasure  by 
the  members  who  daily  participated. 

At  the  close  of  the  session  on  Tuesday,  at  four,  P.M.,  many  of  the 
members  repaired  to  the  spacious  building  of 

THE    MASSACHUSETTS    INSTITUTE    OF   TECHNOLOGY. 

This  was  the  first  to  extend  its  courtesies  to  the  American  Institute 
at  this  session.  It  is  an  advanced  school  or  college,  with  a  regular 
four  years  course,  of  which,  however,  the  Latin  and  Greek  classics 
make  no  part.  The  first  and  second  years  are  occupied  with  studies 
which  all  the  pupils  pursue  in  common.     In  the  remaining  two  years, 
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there  are  sis]  special  courses.  Drawing,  French  and  Grcrman,  are 
taught.  Every  student  pursues  a  course  of  practical  experiments  in 
chemistry. 

Many  of  the  medical  graduates  of  our  colleges  are  quite  ignorant  of 
both  chemistry  and  botany,  while  surgeons  often  lack  the  skill  of  eye 
and  hand,  so  fitly  cultivated  by  the  practice  of  drawing.  Instead  of 
the  usual  curriculum  of  the  college,  which,  including  its  preparatory 
studies,  consumes  six  precious  years,  we  have  here  two  years  devoted 
to  those  branches  which  no  professional  man  should  neglect,  and  two 
years  more,  (if  he  can  spend  so  much,)  in  the  departments  which  best 
suit  the  genius  or  aims  of  the  student.  The  fees  for  the  first  year 
are  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  for  each  of  the  other  succeeding  years.  The  success  of  this 
Institute  has  been  most  satisfactory,  and  it  now  has  one  hundred  and 
seventy-two  students  in  attendance.  The  professors  are  men  of  dis- 
tinguished ability.  Those  physicians  who  have  sons  or  students  to 
educate  for  the  profession,  should  fully  understand  the  merits  of  this 
institution.  8.  Kneeland,  M.D.,  the  courteous  Secretary,  will  wil- 
lingly impait  any  information  regarding  it, 

Tuesday  Evening. 

At  the  close  of  the  public  address,  the  members  and  ladies  were 
invited  to  the  lower  hall,  where  strawberries  and  ice  cream  in  abund- 
ance were  provided  and  partaken  amid  the  flow  of  conversation  and 
the  ripple  of  laughter.  Songs  from  one  of  our  most  gifted  vocalists, 
Mrs.  D.  C.  Hall,  lent  their  charm  to  the  entertainment.  Another 
highly  appreciated  feature  of  the  evening,  was  the  recitation  and 
singing  of  comic  songs  by  our  talented  townsman,  Mr.  H.  E.  Barna- 
bee.  The  hard-working,  earnest  young  doctors  were  convulsed  with 
merriment,  while  the  grave  old  fellows  forgot  their  dignities  and 
honors,  and  joined  heartily  in  the  fun.  Mr.  Barnabee,  is  sure  of  a 
cordial  welcome  should  he  hereafter  chance  to  meet  any  who  were 
present  on  this  occasion. 

A  humorous  poem  on  the  "  Woman  Doctor,"  by  our  esteemed 
colleague,  Wm.  Tod  Helmuth,  of  St.  Louis,  was  received  with  ap- 
plause. The  entertainment  was  characterized  by  hearty  and  unre- 
strained enjoyment. 

THE    BOSTON    SOCIETY   OF   NATURAL    HISTORY 

Was  visited  on  Wednesday  morning,  at  nine  o'clock.  This  society  was 
organized  (under  another  name)  December,  1814.  It  was  incorporated 
in  1831,  but  for  ten  3^ears  struggled  with  discouragement  and  debt. 
At  first  it  occupied  rooms  in  the  Athenaeum  building  in  Pearl  Street, 
and  then  the  upper  story  of  the  Savings  Bank  in  Tremont  Street. 
In  1847  it  bought  the  old  Medical  College  in  Mason  Street,  from 
whence  it  moved  into  its  present  elegant  building  in  1862.  Its 
most  munificent  benefactor  was  Dr.  William  J.  Walker,  whose  gifts 
and  bequest  have  amounted  to  about  $175,000.  Its  spacious 
rooms  are  crowded  with  specimens,  and  its  collection  of  objects  of 
natural  history  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  interesting  in  the 
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New  World.  The  department  of  ornithology  contains  about  10,000 
species.  It  has  a  librar}^  of  14,000  volumes,  a  commodious  lecture- 
room,  a  printing  office,  an  herbarium,  and  a  microscopical  cabinet. 
This  society  has  done  much  to  cultivate  the  taste  for  the  positive  sci- 
ences. 

The  time  devoted  to  the  collation,  on  Wednesdaj^,  was  abridged,  in 
order  to  allow  the  members  an  opportunity  to  visit  the 

BOSTON    ATHEN^UM, 

Whose  valuable  collections  belong  to  a  corporation  of  over  a  thousand 
members.  It  owns  a  large  and  beautifully  situated  building  on  Bea- 
con Street.  The  library  consists  of  more  than  a  hundred  thousand 
volumes,  besides  about  fifty  thousand  pamphlets,  and  one  of  the 
largest  collections  of  newspaper  files  in  the  world.  The  Fine  Arts  gal- 
lery contains  three  hundred  and  fifty  pictures,  some  of  which  are  very 
rare  and  valuable.  In  the  reading-room  are  taken  one  hundred  and 
twelve  periodicals,  besides  eighty-two  newspapers,  of  which  thirty- 
seven  are  daily.  It  is  pleasantly  located,  and  the  favorite  resort  of 
the  literati  of  JSTew  England. 

A    TRIP    DOWN   THE    HARBOR 

Was  made  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  in  a  steam  revenue  cutter, 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Institute  by  the  kindness  of  Hon.  Thomas 
Kussell,  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Boston.  The  delightful  weather 
gave  an  additional  charm  to  the  excursion,  and  most  of  the  members 
availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  view  the  fine  harbor,  as  well 
as  to  visit 

THE    SCHOOL-SHIP    "  GEORGE    M.    BARNARD." 

For  vagrancy  and  misdemeanors,  boys  are  sentenced  to  this  ship 
instead  of  to  a  prison.  Here  practical  seamanship  is  taught,  and  on 
alternate  days  all  the  boj^s  are  required  to  attend  school.  Kind  but 
strict  discipline  is  maintained,  and  most  of  the  boys  are  greatly  bene- 
fited by  this  wholesome  restraint.  The  State  owns  another  ship  for 
the  same  purpose,  the  "  Massachusetts,"  which  is  stationed  at  New 
Bedford.  These  vessels  cruise  together,  from  time  to  time,  along  the 
coast  of  Massachusetts,  occasioning  an  active  rivalry  among  the  boy& 
as  to  seamanship.  From  both  these  vessels,  many  graduate  to  whale 
ships,  where  they  enjoy  their  first  liberty.  It  is  an  interesting  fact,  in 
a  sanitary  point  of  view,  that  out  of  1,714  boys  committed  to  these 
vessels,  there  has  never  been  a  case  of  dysentery  or  typhoid  fever. 

WEDNESDAY   EVENING.  f 

As  the  guests  of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  Institute  received  such  an 
ovation  as  homoeopathy,  the  progressive  school  of  medicine,  had 
never  before  enjoyed.  The  municipal  authorities  had  appropriated 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars  for  the  purpose.  The  best  hall,  the  best 
organ,  the  best  organist,  the  best  band,  and  the  best  glee-club  in  Bos- 
ton all  contributed  to  render  the  occasion  a  memorable  one.  The 
floral  decorations  of  tropical  and  rare  plants  were  unij:iue  and  tasteful 
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in  their  arrangement,  and  added  greatly  to  the  grace  and  beauty  of 
the  scene.  The  Mayor,  Hon.  N.  B.  Shurtleff,  himself  an  allopathic 
physician,  cordially  greeted  the  city's  guests  by  a  brief  address,  to 
which  the  President  of  the  Institute  responded  in  a  few  well  chosen 
words.  A  poem,  by  Mrs.  Julia  Ward  Howe,  was  read  by  Prof.  Sloan. 
Ample  tables,  laden  with  luxuries,  were  spread  in  the  side  rooms 
and  in  the  lower  hall.  The  large  hall  was  well  filled,  and  among  the 
invited  guests  were  many  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  New 
England.  The  rich  tones  of  the  noble  organ  and  the  fine  singing  of 
the  Orpheus  Glee  Club  gave  great  pleasure  to  all ;  while  the  inspiring 
music  of  the  Germania  Band  tempted  many  into  the  mazy  dance.  It 
would  be  a  diflacult  matter  to  find  fifteen  hundred  brighter  and  happier 
faces  than  were  there  assembled.  The  refined  and  elegant  pleasures 
of  that  evening,  in  the  Boston  Music  Hall,  will  long  be  remembered. 

The  following  is  the  Welcome  to  the  Members  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  by  Mrs.  Julia  Ward  Howe  : 

Unbar  the  gate,  unlock  the  doors, 

And  make  the  city's  guests  at  home  ; 
I>ress  for  their  feet  the  marble  floors. 

And  set  j'our  colors  in  the  dome. 

For  these  are  soldiers  of  the  good, 

Who  with  celestial  arms  maintain 
A  warfare  free  of  guilt  and  blood, 

A  conquest  innocent  of  pain. 

Truth,  like  a  star  in  darkness  hung. 

Views  not  the  midnii^ht  depths  with  fear ; 

But  utters,  w^ith  imfaltering  tongue, 

"The  steadfast  day  of  God  draws  near." 

Grim  superstitions  slowly  melt ; 

Old  Wont  and  Usage  turn  and  flee  •     ' 

Whene'er  their  misty  ranks  have  felt 

The  charge  of  Thought's  high  chivalry. 

Knights  of  Hygiene,  the  growing  day 

Binds  Nature  in  your  plastic  rule  ; 
Your  foemeu  throw  their  arms  awa}^, 

And  seek  the  blessings  of  your  school. 

Pale  forms  from  prison  beds  arise, 
And  follow  you  with  strength  renewed; 

While  age  and  childhood  lift  their  eyes. 
And  sing  the  psalm  of  gratitude. 

For  sacred  studies  underlie 

Your  helpful  words  and  deeds  of  cure; 
And  Justice  set&  in  honor  high 

Your  creed  humane,  your  record  pure. 

THURSDAY   MORNING 

Presented  quite  a  change  from  the  brilliant  scenes  which  the  mem- 
bers had  left  but  a  few  short  hours  before.  Invitations  were 
accepted  to  visit  three  charitable  institutions,  all  under  the  medical 
charge  of  homoeopathic  physicians.  The  time  was  accordingly 
divided  between  them. 
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THE    consumptives'    HOME 

And  the  Asylum  for  the  Children  of  Consumptives  occupy  five  houses, 
in  Willard  and  Minot  streets.  The  founder  and  trustee  is  Charles 
Cullis,  M.D.  These  institutions  are  supi^orted  by  the  free  offerings 
of  the  people.  The  present  number  of  inmates  is  thirty-six.  The 
whole  number  provided  for  since  the  commencement  of  this  charity, 
four  and  a  half  years  ago,  is  four  hundred  and  fifty- two. 

THE    BALDWIN   PLACE    HOME    FOR   LITTLE   WANDERERS 

Is  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city.  It  takes  friendless  children,  educates 
them,  and  seeks  out  good  homes  for  them  at  the  West.  Between 
three  and  four  hundred  are  thus  yearly  restrained  from  crime  and  pro- 
vided with  employment.  Besides  the  cost  of  the  buildings,  about 
$100,000  have  been  spent  in  this  work  in  four  j^ears.  It  has  fed  and 
clothed  more  than  two  thousand  children.  No  case  of  suffering  has 
been  left  unrelieved.  Rev.  R.  G.  Toles  is  the  superintendent ;  Dr. 
J.  H.  Woodbury,  the  attending  physician ;  and  Dr.  O.  S.  Sanders, 
the  consulting  physician. 

THE  HOUSE  OF  THE  ANGEL  GUARDIAN 

Is  a  Roman  Catholic  institution  for  boys.  Rev.  G.  F.  Haskins, 
the  originator  and  founder,  is  at  its  head.  He  has  for  many  j^ears 
been  a  firm  advocate  of  homoeopathy.  H.  P.  Shattuck,  M.L).,  has 
been  the  attending  physician  for  two  years  or  more.  The  institution  is 
located  in  the  Highland  District,  formerly  Roxbury.  It  is  a  large  and 
commodious  building,  and  provides  a  temporary  home  and  education 
for  more  than  three  hundred  inmates. 

At  four,  P.M.,  the  members,  in  compliance  with  a  special  invitation, 
voted  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  visited 

THE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY    OF    THE    CITY    OF    BOSTON. 

This  occupies  a  large  building  on  Boylston  Street,  near  the  south- 
east corner  of  the  Common.  It  was  founded  in  1854,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  late  Joshua  Bates,  a  London  merchant,  who 
gave  more  than  $100,000  for  its  endowment.  It  receives  ample  aid 
from  the  city  treasury.  The  librar}''  is  divided  into  two  distinct  col- 
lections :  the  upper,  in  Bates  Hall,  contains  books  for  scholars  ;  the 
lower,  for  general  readers.  Books  from  both  are  lent  to  residents  of 
Boston  over  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  to  pupils  of  the  High  and 
Normal  schools.  The  number  of  persons  registered  for  taking  books 
is  11,596.  The  number  of  books  lent  in  a  single  day  has  been  as 
great  as  1,813.  The  whole  number  of  volumes  is  144,120,  some  of 
them  of  very  great  value.  Pamphlets  are  promptly  bound.  The  sum 
spent  for  books  in  the  last  year  was  $15,544.04.  A  reading  room  is 
attached  which  contains  about  three  hundred  magazines,  European 
and  American,  but  no  newspapers.  Its  fine  arts  collection  contains 
gifts  only. 
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THE    COLISEUM 

Was,  at  the  time  of  the  visit,  in  rapid  preparation  for  the  series  of 
unequalled  concerts,  which  began  four  da3^s  later.  It  is  the  largest 
audience  room,  probably,  in  the  world,  covering  nearly  three  and  a 
half  acres,  and  capable  of  seating  36,000,  with  standing  room  for 
10,000  more.  Members  who  remained  till  the  next  week  were  able 
to  testify  that  a  single  female  voice  could  fill  this  vast  space  with 
song. 

Rising  like  magic  where  once  the  waves  rolled,  far  from  the  original 
shore  of  the  peninsula,  it  is  destined,  no  doubt,  soon  to  disappear,  as 
if  sunk  again  beneath  them. 


THURSDAY   EVENING. 

By  invitation  of  the  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic 
Medical  Society,  the  members  of  the  American  Institute  and  a  few 
invited  guests,  sat  down  to  a  sumptuous  dinner  in  Horticultural  Hall. 
At  the  table  upon  the  platform  were  seated  many  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished guests,  while  scattered  over  the  Hall  were  men  eminent  in 
the  various  walks  of  life.  The  floral  display  was  most  beautiful,  a 
conspicuous  and  crowniug  feature  of  which,  was  a  fine  specimen  of 
the  rarest  of  flowers,  the  night  blooming  cereus  (Cereus  grand ijlor us) ^ 
which  burst  into  magnificent  bloom  during  the  evening,  looking  forth 
upon  the  audience,  radiant  with  supreme  beauty.  Music  lent  its  charm 
to  the  occasion,  while  the  gallery  was  filled  with  ladies,  eager  listeners 
to  the  splendid  tributes  which  were  paid  during  the  evening  to 
homeopathy,  and  to  the  representatives  of  medical  reform. 

After  the  dinner  had  been  partaken  of,  the  President  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Homoeopathic  Medical  Societ}^,  G.  W.  Swazey,  M.D.,  of 
Springfield,  extended,  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  a  cordial  welcome  to 
the  guests  of  the  evening. 

He  said  :  Coming,  as  3'ou  do,  from  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union, 
3^ou  represent  more  than  five  millions  of  people,  who  are  accustomed 
to  turn  to  our  sj'stem  for  help  when  sickness  overtakes  them.  You 
have  come  as  co-laborers,  to  work  with  us  in  the  cause  of  homoeo- 
pathy, and  to  rejoice  with  us  in  its  unexampled  progress  throughout 
the  land. 

Now,  for  the  third  time  since  its  organization,  in  1 844,  we  cordially 
greet  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopath}^  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
In  1847,  your  then  young  societ}'',  composed  of  earnest;,  working  men, 
held  their  fourth  annual  meeting  in  Boston.  Fifteen  octavo  pages 
comprised  the  sum  of  its  proceedings,  instead  of  the  six  hundred 
presented  to  us  last  year.  It  was  a  day  of  small  things  then,  when, 
like  a  man's  hand,  was  rising  the  little  cloud,  which  has  since  encom- 
passed the  whole  land. 

This  quarto-centennial  will  be  a  marked  era  in  the  history  of 
homoeopathy  in  this  country.  Brighter  hopes  and  higher  aims  are 
begotten  in  all  of  us,  and  new  vows  of  devotion  to  our  life-work  of 
reforming  the  abuses  of  medical  practice,  take  still  deeper  root  in  our 
hearts. 
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Gentlemen,  let  the  festivities  of  yesterday  indicate  to  you  what 
influence  your  association  has  had  upon  the  people  in  this  region  ;  and 
whoever  has  watched  coming  events  by  their  shadows  forecast,  and 
can  doubt  the  more  glorious  future  of  homoeopathy,  should  question 
his  own  mental  soundness.  Recall  its  young  life  in  1844,  and  com- 
pare it  with  its  present  vigorous  manhood.  Then  its  power  doubted, 
now  believed  in  ;  then  ridiculed  by  those  who  now  practise  it ;  then 
overlooked  by  the  masses  who  now  seek  its  breath  of  healing  ;  then 
neglected  by  an  enlightened  community,  who  now  delight  in  giving 
you,  its  representatives,  a  most  hospitable  welcome. 

But  I  need  not  remind  you  of  the  flattering  position  you  occupy, 
nor  of  the  power  you  rightfully  hold,  nor  of  the  fact  that  you  are  the 
first  national  medical  association  in  point  of  time,  as  well  as  in  pro- 
gressive spirit.  Let  us  mutually  congratulate  ourselves,  that  in  our 
deep  devotion  to  homoeopathy,  we  are  all  of  us  as  we  ought  to  be, 
and  where  we  ought  to  be,  up  to  the  Hub  in  it. 

The  regular  toasts  were  presented  by  Henry  B.  Clarke,  M.D.,  of 
New  Bedford. 

The  first  of  these  was  the  following  : 

The  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy :  it  celebrates  to-day,  its  quarto- 
centennial  anniversary.  In  view  of  the  honor  it  has  won  in  the  brief  period 
of  twenty-five  years,  who  can  anticipate  its  centennial  glory? 

The  President  of  the  Institute,  Prof.  R.  Ludlam,  of  Chicago,  in 
reply  said,  that  he  was  sure  it  afforded  the  members  of  the  Institute 
the  greatest  possible  pleasure  to  have  received  this  recognition  and 
compliment  at  the  hands  of  the  Massachusetts  Society.  As  members 
of  the  profession,  they  had  heard  of  the  fame  of  these  brethren  ;  but 
this  session  had  brought  us  to  the  homes  of  the  Boston  members, 
and  had  brought  them  very  closely  to  our  hearts.  Of  the  fifty  mem- 
bers who  were  connected  with  the  American  Institute  at  its  founda- 
tion, twenty-five  years  ago,  one-half  were  still  living.  Ten  or  twelve 
of  these  Nestors  of  the  profession  he  saw  present,  —  young  men  still, 
in  feeling,  in  sentiment,  in  action,  and  in  that  which  constitutes  youth. 
Alluding  to  several  of  the  eminent  members  of  the  society  who  had 
passed  away,  he  said  that  no  member  of  the  homoeopathic  school  who 
has  ever  belonged  to  the  American  Institute  had  been  known  to  re- 
nounce his  faith  in  its  principles  before  going  to  a  better  land.  He 
called  the  attention  of  the  audience  to  the  evidences  of  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  Institute,  which  were  to  be  seen  in  the  large 
addition  to  its  numbers  at  this  session,  in  the  presence  of  so  many 
men  of  prominence,  influence,  character  and  ability  —  so  many  of  the 
representative  men  of  the  profession,  and  in  the  appearance  and 
character  of  the  annual  proceedings  which  were  brought  forth  in  a 
style  —  thanks  to  the  indefatigable  secretary  —  which  would  do 
credit  to  any  institution. 

The  President  alluded,  in  a  humorous  manner,  to  the  difficulty 
which  they  had  experienced  in  finding  time  for  the  vast  number  of 
invitations  which  had  been  showered  upon  them,  and  the  profuse 
hospitalities  which  they  had  met  on  every  hand ;  last  and  not  least 
of  which  was,  the  bill  of  fare  of  the  Massachusetts  Society. 
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The  second  toast  was  as  follows : 

Massachusetts :  ever  prompt  to  lend  her  honored  influence  to  individuals 
or  organizations  striving  for  a  more  excellent  way. 

The  Hon.  Oliver  Warner,  Secretary  of  State,  resiDonded,  in  the  un- 
avoidable absence  of  Gov.  Claflin.  He  said  that  he  had  known  how 
difficult  it  was  to  fill  the  place  of  the  Governor  before  an  assemblage 
which  desired  to  look  upon  the  face  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State 
in  which  it  had  assembled ;  but  he  found  a  precedent  in  the  fact  that 
Deacon  Seward  once  appeared  for  President  Johnson,  in  New  York, 
and  represented  him  as  a  sort  of  lay  delegate.  He  was  prond  to 
acknowledge  himself  to  have  been  for  a  great  many  yesivs  a  believer 
in  the  heresy  of  homoeopathy  ;  and  he  rejoiced  greatly  in  the  fact,  so 
patent  to  all,  that  the  old  daj^s  of  prejudice  and  vituperation  in  regard 
to  the  new  school  were  fast  passing  awa3^  if,  indeed,  the}^  were  not 
already  ended.  The  foundation  truths  which  they  all  loved  and  re- 
vered, stand  as  firm  in  Massachusetts  as  they  ever  did,  or  as  the^^ 
ever  will.  He  welcomed  all  the  evidences  of  progress  in  medicine, 
and  he  should  also  welcome  the  day  when  women  should  come  to  min- 
gle in  the  labors  of  the  profession,  and  bring  their  tenderness,  their 
kindly  sjanpathies  and  warm  hearts  to  the  alleviation  of  human  suf- 
fering by  the  couch  of  pain.  He  concluded  by  thanking  them  for 
their  presence  in  the  Commonwealth. 

The  third  toast  was  : 

Boston  :  distinguished  for  her  liberal  hospitality.  To-day  she  "  opens  wide 
her  gates  on  golden  hinges  "  and  gives  graceful  welcome  to  the  representa- 
tives of  medical  reform. 

In  the  absence  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  Wm.  G.  Harris,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Common  Council,  responded.  He  said  he  must  con- 
fess tliat  this  was  the  first  time  he  ever  took  a  sweat  at  the  expense 
of  the  homoeopathic  fraiernity.  It  was  quite  out  of  his  line  to  have 
anj^  connection  with  phj'sic.  When  the  reform  in  medicine  first  com- 
menced it  was  thought  to  be  decidedly  wrong,  and  an  alarming  inno- 
vation, that  a  class  in  the  community  should  have  been  educated  to 
subdue  disease  so  quickly  ;  it  was  thought  to  be  almost  sacrilege  that 
physicians  should  break  up  the  common  course  of  events,  and  that 
fevers  which  were  entitled  to  a  run  of  from  fourteen  to  fort}'  days, 
should  be  in  any  way  arrested.  In  behalf  of  the  cit}^  he  would  assure 
the  gentlemen  of  the  profession  that  in  Boston,  where  liberty  was 
born,  where  she  was  cradled,  and  where  some  gentlemen  whom  he  saw 
before  him  had  kept  the  cradle  rocking,  the  homoaopathic  system 
would  stand  upon  its  merits  ;  and  the  people  welcomed  gentlemen 
who  had  so  nobly  devoted  their  talent  and  their  labors  to  the  cause  of 
humanity.  He  bade  them  God-speed  in  their  great  elTorts,  believing 
that  they  had  worked  out  a  reform  which  will  be  as  potent  in  its 
'influence  as  any  which  has  preceded  it.  In  conclusion,  he  gave  the 
sentiment,  To  the  members  of  this  Institute,  maj^  your  antici- 
pations in  regard  to  your  social  and  professional  life  be  fully  real- 
ized. 
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Fourth  Toast : 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 

Hon.  Charles  W.  Slack  responded.  This  toast,  he  said,  reaches 
the  heart  of  every  one  of  us  who  understands  the  true  character  of  our 
simple-minded  President,  a  man  who  is  wholl}^  devoted  to.the  interests 
of  the  Union.  The  liberty  and  honor  of  our  great  republic  are 
more  resplendent  to-day  than  ever  before.  You  come  to  this  oldest 
State  in  the  Union  with  a  new  civilization  dawning  upon  the  republic 
under  a  flag  which  tbrows  no  shadow  on  a  slave. 

Quite  a  parallel  might  be  drawn  between  our  President  and  this 
institution.  President  Grant  is  a  man  who  does  his  own  thinking : 
you  have  done  your  own  thinking.  He  is  a  man  of  peace  and  good 
sense,  keeping  his  own  counsel  and  breaking  out  from  old  lines  of 
poUcy,  and  originating  measures  peculiarly  his  own  :  in  that  respect 
the  President  and  this  Society  can  be  equally  complimented.  You 
experiment  till  you  have  come  out  right ;  he  tried  new  means, 
against  the  opinion  of  older  generals  and  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the 
books,  and  at  last  won  the  approbation  of  the  world  by  the  courage 
with  which  he  had  followed  out  his  purposes.  Gen.  Grant  and  this 
Institute  have,  one  as  a  military  man  and  the  other  working  as  a 
peace  society,  modified  the  opinions  of  the  world.  Gen.  Grant  by 
new  measures  gained  the  respect  of  every  officer  in  the  Union  army  ; 
your  new  philosophy  of  cure  influences  the  practice  of  those  who  do 
not  accept  your  principles.  I  can  remember  when  the  old  system 
gave  us  drugs  without  limit ;  but  I  saw  in  my  own  family  how  an 
honored  aHopathic  physician  mitigated  year  by  year  his  treatment 
until  I  could  scarcely  perceive  an}^  difference  between  his  practice 
and  homoeopathy.  Allopathy  has  been  greatly  modified  by  your 
courage  in  establishing  the  truth  discovered  by  Hahnemann. 

Again,  there  is  an  analogy  between  the  humane  treatment  which  is 
practised  by  each.  So.;^e  of  the  loveliest  aspects  of  the  President's 
character  are  shown  in  his  treatment  of  his  foes.  Gen.  Grant  went 
to  Vicksburg  on  the  morning  of  July  3,  1863,  to  arrange  the  terms  of 
capitulation.  Driving  up  to  an  old  mansion  he  found  Pemberton  and 
staff  in  possession.  They  were  seated,  while  the  conqueror  of  a 
larger  army  than  ever  surrendered  to  Napoleon  stood  for  an  hour  in 
the  presence  of  the  men  he  had  defeated,  and  no  man  offered  him  a 
seat.  When,  at  last,  he  wanted  a  cup  of  water  he  went  alone  into  the 
yard  for  it  and  then  went  back  and  gave  them  the  terms  of  which  we 
read.  Not  a  particle  of  animosity  seems  to  enter  the  heart  of  that 
man.  Now  this  is  Grant's  character,  and  I  submit  that  your  humane 
treatment,  by  limiting  the  amount  of  suffering  which  burdens  the 
human  family  and  staying  the  duration  of  disease,  shows  that  you 
have  only  one  thought,  —  to  eradicate  pain.  In  giving  to  the  family 
a  sj^stem  by  which  the  gentler  members  of  our  households  can  minis- 
ter with  parental  sympathy  to  the  suffering  of  children,  you  have 
brought  into  many  a  house  rays  of  sunshine  that  never  came  through 
the  gates  of  science,  as  administered  by  the  old  school.  The  women 
of  our  land  will  stand  by  jou.. 

And  my  last  point  of  resemblance  is  in  respect  to^the  courage  with 
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which  you  enunciate  your  truths,  no  matter  what  your  opponents  may 
say.  You  have  stood  by  your  guns  faithfully  and  have  not  abated  a 
shot  upon  the  old  system.  I  like  this  firm  resolve  to  conquer,  based 
upon  a  clear  understanding  of  3'our  power  and  the  consciousness  that 
you  have  attained  the  true  method.  And  if  errors  occur,  you  frankly 
own  the  fact  and  gracefully  retire  from  a  wrong  position.  When 
Grant  sent  the  name  of  Stewart  to  the  Senate  and  found  that  there 
was  a  law  against  his  confirmation,  he  acknowledged  his  error  and 
withdrew  the  name.  I  can  say,  as  a  representative  of  the  great 
republic,  that  she  is  always  ready  to  give  a  cordial  welcome  to  every 
new  idea  that  benefits  the  human  race  and  that  you  will  go  on  from 
triumph  to  triumph  till  the  whole  land  recognizes  the  beauty  and 
grandeur  of  the  new  school  of  medicine.  To-day  the  locomotive 
whirls  over  the  continent  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  A  new 
era  of  prosperity  has  dawned  upon  our  land,  with  an  honest  man  in 
the  presidential  chair,  and  ^Yith  important  issues  to  impel  him  to 
grander  deeds  than  those  of  the  battle-field.  You  come  garnering  up 
the  stock  of  human  knowledge  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  human 
family  stretched  between  the  oceans,  and  from  the  lakes  to  the  gulf, 
and  it  will  be  the  proud  record  of  the  future  that,  like  this  great  pro- 
gress in  locomotion,  so  will  be  your  experience  in  alleviating  the 
sufferings  of  the  human  body.  May  we  rejoice  that  we  are  able  to 
celebrate  this  service  accomplished  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
world. 

Fifth  Toast : 

The  Army  of  the  United  States,  regular  and  volunteer :  The  world  is  aston- 
ished at  its  stupendous  achievements.  Libert3%  humanity  and  science,  join  in 
grateful  homage  to  the  flag  under  which  it  marched  to  immortal  victory. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Benham  responded.  He  was  not  entirely  at 
home  nor  entirely  a  stranger  among  homoeopathists.  One  half  of 
him  was  a  full  believer  in  homoeopathy,  that  is  his  "  better  half." 
He  had  seen  much  of  the  practice  in  his  own  family,  and  though  he 
accepted  the  medical  advice  furnished  him  by  the  government,  which 
was  of  the  other  persuasion,  his  creed  as  to  the  new  might  be  sum- 
med up  in  the  words  of  the  father  in  the  Gospels  :  "  Lord  I  believe  ; 
help  thou  mine  unbelief." 

Sixth  Toast : 

The  United  States  Navy:  Vicksburg!  New  Orleans!  The  Kearsage! 
Mobile  I  How  the  pulse  of  patriotism  throbs  as  memory  recurs  to  the  gallant 
exploits  which  these  names  recall ! 

Admiral  Henry  Knox  Thacher  was  called  to  respond,  and  said  he 
hardly  knew  why  he  was  called  upon  to  speak  in  a  compan^^  of 
doctors,  unless  it  was  that  he  had  at  various  times  prescribed  pills, 
but,  unlike  homoeopathic  pills,  they  were  very  hard  to  take.  He 
thanked  the  company  for  their  appreciation  of  the  navy.  It  was  but 
just  in  estimating  its  achievements  to  take  into  account  the  means  to 
which  it  had  been  limited,  especially  at  first.  With  a  long  list  of 
men-of-war,  they  had  nothing  adequate  for  blockading  a  port.  Many 
of  the  vessels  ran  past  them  ;  and  3'et  the  results  of  the  captures  was 
a  fund  of  some  millions,  that  carries  its  beneficence  into  the  families, 
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the  father  of  which  had  lost  life  or  limb  in  the  defence  of  the  country. 
Our  navy  is  still  in   a  deplorable  state  of  weakness,  and  should  we 
suddenly  be  plunged  into  war,  the  Atlantic  ]3orts  would  be  greatly 
exposed,  and  San  Francisco  still  more  so. 
Seventh  Toast : 

Eeforms  and  Eeformers :  striving,  as  we  do,  to  emancipate  our  profession 
from  the  errors  which  tradition  and  authority  have  fastened  upon  it,  we  have 
ready  sympathy  for  those  who  seek  to  help  mankind  by  urging  the  claims  of 
freedom  against  all  pretensions. 

William  Lloyd  Garrison  arose,  and  the  audience  raised  a  cheer 
which  increased  until  every  man  was  on  his  feet.  When  the  applause 
had  subsided,  Mr.  Garrison  said. 

I  thank  j^ou  with  an  overflowing  heart  for  your  kind  demonstration. 
I  felt  gratified  and  honored  with  the  invitation  of  your  committee  to 
meet  and  rejoice  with  3"0U  over  the  growing  popularity  of  the  homoe- 
opathic practice.  And  though  I  have  fully  enjoyed  your  elegant  and 
tempting  repast  I  can  hardlj'  say,  with  the  London  alderman,  who 
was  called  upon  to  speak  after  feasting,  "  I  am  too  full  for  ut- 
terance." 

Though  I  am  not  one  of  the  medical  fraternity,  I  can  give  substan- 
tial evidence  of  my  interest  in  your  school ;  for  homoeopathy  has  been 
in  my  family  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  as  a  regular  practice.  And  I 
feel  particularly  happy  on  this  occasion  to  see  directly  before  me,  my 
esteemed  family  physician,  my  valued  friend  (Dr.  Geist)  ;  I  can  only 
say — -may  his  shadow  never  be  less. 

I  am  able  to  say  that  I  am  not  wholly  unprofessional,  for  I  have 
had  one  case  under  treatment.  The  patient  was  in  a  very  desperate 
condition.  The  disease  was  chronic,  of  long  standing  and  seemingly 
incurable.  I  believe  I  made  a  correct  diagnosis  of  the  difficulty.  I 
think  I  got  at  the  real  symptoms.  And,  under  God,  I  trust  the  right 
cure  was  found.  And  now,  the  patient,  having  changed  his  constitu- 
tion, is  presenting  a  fine,  robust  appearance.  Of  course,  in  all  things 
we  are  merely  instruments  of  a  higher  power.  All  events  are  of 
God,  and  to  Him  must  be  given  the  glory. 

As  an  old  resident  of  Boston,  I  was  gratified  at  the  hospitable  re- 
ception given  you  by  the  city.  It  was  well  merited  and  handsomely'' 
done.  Not  the  least  interesting  and  curious  feature  of  the  proceed- 
ings was  the  welcome  from  the  Ma3'or,  one  of  our  old  school  phj^si- 
cians.  I  know  of  no  remark  of  his  that  called  for  anything  but 
commendation,,  excepting  what  1  thought  was  a  slight,  pleasant 
sarcasm  aimed  at  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  for  looking  after 
the  police  »^.f  Boston.  I  think  the  Legislature  fairly  represents  the 
Commonwealth,  and  neither  the  legislature  nor  the  people  would  de- 
sire to  meddle  with  any  thing  in  Boston  beyond  seeing  that  tlie  laws 
are  obeyed.  But  in  one  very  important  matter,  touching  the  peace, 
health,  and  happiness  of  the  masses,  Boston  has  defied  the  Legisla- 
ture ;  hence  only  has  arisen  any  proposition  to  interfere  with  the  local 
police. 

I  have  been  very  much  gratified  in  observing  here  the  banishment 
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of  all  that  can  intoxicate.  It  is  a  splendid  example  and  I  trust  it 
will  be  followed.     It  is  the  great  Bard  of  Nature  who  says  : — 

"  How  far  that  little  candle  throws  his  beams ! — 
So  shines  a  good  deed  in  a  naughty  world." 

And  this  is  truly  a  very  good  deed,  —  may  its  light  spread  wide.  Let 
other  public  bodies  go  and  do  likewise.  For,  gentlemen,  I  am  con- 
fident that  medical  practice, —  and  that  of  one  school  in  particular, — 
has  done  much  to  aggravate  the  evils  of  intemperance  by  its  prescrip- 
tions. I  have  full  faith  to  believe  that  you  will  be  careful  when  and 
where  jou  prescribe  alcohol  to  be  taken  into  the  human  system,  know- 
ing well  how  dangerous  and  seductive  it  is  to  the  passions  and  appe- 
tites of  men. 

I  was  exceedingly  well  pleased  with  Professor  Ludlam's  address  on 
the  Relation  of  Woman  to  Homoeopathy.  I  am  delighted  to  see 
women  in  the  gallery  to-night,  onty  a  little  mortified  that  they  are  not 
on  the  floor  with  us.  They  are  quite  equal  to  the  other  half.  "  So 
God  created  man  in  his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God  created  he 
him  ;  male  and  female  created  he  them."  The}"  are  to  work  together  ; 
let  the  vocation  be  in  proportion  to  the  adaptation  of  the  person  to 
follow  it.  I  trust  this  noble  body  of  men,  to  whom  I  feel  drawn  by 
the  strongest  ties,  will  set  a  noble  example  b}"  recognizing  the  right 
of  women  to  practise  medicine. 

I  say  I  feel  drawn  to  you.  I  know  something  of  the  early  struggles 
of  homoeopathy,  of  the  universal  laughter  it  created,  of  the  moral 
courage  it  required  to  stand  up  for  it  in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and 
perverse  generation.  And  a  large  majorit}^  of  3'ou  have  been  obliged 
to  give  up  j^our  old  practice,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  truth  and  light 
vouchsafed  to  j^ou,  3'ou  have  turned  right  about  and  accepted  the  new 
doctrine.  And  so  I  think  you  are  an  extraordinary  bod}"  of  men  ;  and 
I  say  this  without  any  desire  to  flatter. 

And  if  there  were  nothing  else  to  commend  homoeopathy,  there  is 
the  vast  amount  of  suffering  it  saves  in  administering  medicine  to 
children.  The  old  practice  was  first  to  coax,  then  threaten,  and  then 
frighten  the  little  sufferer,  to  get  the  potion  down.  Now  nothing  is 
more  acceptable  than  the  medicine,  and  its  operation  is  as  impercept- 
ible as  the  laws  of  gi'avitation.  The  children  alone  would  be  justified 
in  building  to  Hahnemann  a  monument  higher  than  that  on  Bunker 
Hill. 

Permit  me,  in  closing,  to  offer  the  following  sentiment :  Everlast- 
ing gratitude  and  honor  be  to  the  illustrious  founder  of  homoeopathy  ; 
increasing  success  to  the  homoeopathic  practice  throughout  this  coun- 
try and  th3  woi'ld  ;  and  "  may  you  all  live  long  and  prosper." 

Eighth  toast : 


'&' 


The  Legal  Profession  :  always  ready  to  appreciate  the  progress  of  science, 
and  to  recognize  the  genius  of  all  who  contribute  to  its  advancement. 

'  The  response  was  by  William  Whiting,  Esq.  He  supposed  that 
the  reason  wh}^  he  was  called  upon  to  respond  to  this  sentiment  was 
that  he  happened  to  be  a  lawyer,  and  was  present.  Yet  so  pro- 
foundl}'^  did  he  respect  and  reverence  the  men  of  science,  that  it  was 
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impossible  for  him  to  meet  them,  gathered  on  such  an  occasion,  with- 
out testifying  his  homage.  If  on  the  face  of  the  earth  there  were 
any  who  might  justly  be  called  the  children  of  God,  the  name  applies 
to  the  simple-hearted  men  of  science.  He  looked  upon  the  meeting 
held  here  in  Boston  as  one  of  serious  importance  to  the  future  of 
medicine  in  this  country.  The  speaker  reverted  to  the  introduction 
of  the  homoeopathic  system  in  this  country,  remembering  well  when 
the  name  of  Hahnemann  was  first  whispered  in  the  ears  of  a  few 
select  persons  in  this  city.  He  had  seen  homoeopath}'-  sneered  at, 
despised,  and  made  the  laughing-stock  of  men  who  should  have 
known  better  than  to  receive  any  offering  to  science  in  such  a  spirit. 
But  he  had  also  seen  the  few  first  advocates  of  homoeopathy  propa- 
gate their  views  so  successfully,  that  now  almost  every  State  in  the 
Union  was  represented  under  this  roof.  It  was  a  triumph,  not  for 
them  only ;  —  it  was  a  triumph  of  which  the  country  would  yet  be 
proud  and  the  science,  once  despised,  would  yet  master  the  field. 

For  the  legal  profession  he  could  say,  that  he  believed  that  it  was 
filled  with  honorable  men,  who  appreciated  every  contribution  to 
science,  from  wherever  it  might  come,  and  whatever  it  might  be. 
Homoeopathy  diff'ered  from  the  old  system,  in  that  it  had  a  principle 
and  a  law,  and  the  objection  often  heard,  that  so  small  a  dose  is 
absurd,  loses  its  eflfect,  when  one  looks  minutely  into  the  works  of 
God,  and  discovers  how  an  infinitesimal  of  perfume  travels  a  thousand 
miles  on  the  wind,  or  how  slight  a  quantity  of  oxide  of  gold  or  silver, 
applied  to  the  lens  of  the  eye,  would  destroy  the  sight.  When  he 
recollected  the  amazing  changes  which  had  taken  place  in  organic 
chemistry  since  the  advent  of  Hahnemann,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
science  of  medicine  had  been  born  upon  his  birthday.  He  could  not 
doubt  that  the  influence  of  this  body  of  men  had  been  most  salutary 
upon  the  practice  of  the  old  school  physicians  around  them  ;  and  from 
an  extensive  observation,  he  was  satisfied  that  the  use  of  the  homoeo- 
pathic remedies  was  being  rapidly  extended.  He  did  not  believe  that 
there  were  ten  old  school  practitioners  in  Boston,  who  would  dare  to 
show  a  corrected  list  of  their  daily  remedies.  The  speaker  paid 
a  glowing  tribute  to  experimental  science,  as  the  only  certain  means 
of  attaining  truth ;  and  in  closing,  assured  the  Institute,  that  the 
profession  for  which  he  spoke  was  bound  to  give  ever}^  man  a  fair 
hearing,  and  to  settle  all  questions  on  their  merits  ;  and  that  it  was  a 
profession  which  welcomed  to  this  city  every  man  that  could  add 
the  slightest  particle  to  human  knowledge. 

Ninth  toast : 

Our  Medical  Colleges. 

In  respo-nse,  Dr.  D.  S.  Smith,  of  Chicago,  said :  I  had  supposed 
that  Eastern  men  would  first  be  called  on.  I  am,  however,  happy  to 
be  selected  as  the  representative  of  a  city  which,  oi)ly  a  little -while 
ago,  was  an  open  prairie  without  a  house.  But  I  am  particularly 
solicited  for  information  about  our  college.  It  is  not  an  old  one.  I 
remember  when  I  saw  men  spell  out  the  words  "  Homceopathic 
Office,"  and  wonder  what  they  meant.  Some  thought  that  they  indi- 
cated something  good  to  eat.     And  they  were  right  there.     Our  col- 
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lege  has  graduntecl  about  two  hundred  in  all.  It  has  sent  out  men 
who  have  become  a  power  in  the  land  ;  and  it  gives  you  now  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  Institute  whom  you  all  consider  competent  to  fill  his  post. 
I  am  proud  to  s a}"  that  our  colleges. have  a  reputation  in  Europe. 
Men  there  inquire  about  them,  and  express  the  wish  to  come  over 
and  stud}'  at  them. 

Dr.  Martin,  of  Philadelphia,  was  called.  He  said  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  represent  the  Hahnemann  College.  It  was,  through  its  prede- 
cessor now  blended  with  it,  the  first  college  in  the  world  that  taught 
homoeopath}^  Already  the  solitar}^  school  has  grown  to  be  a  band 
of  eight  colleges,  which  have  this  year  graduated  two  hundred  stu- 
dents and  each  of  these  will  labor  with  enthusiam  for  our  cause. 

Tenth  toast : 

Our  Medical  Literature. 

Dr.  Dunham :  Do  you  call  me  to  respond  to  such  a  toast  as  this, 
Do  you  not  recollect  the  conventional  t^'pe  of  the  devotee  of  litera- 
ture —  gaunt,  pale,  and  with  a  wet  cloth  around  his  head  to  keep  it 
in  thinking  trim  ?  Do  I  look  like  that  ?  After  feeding  a  man  as  you 
do  here  in  Boston,  you  ask  him  to  speak  for  literature  !  Such  is  Bos- 
ton cruelt}'.  We  have  still  in  existence  the  old  philosophical  school 
of  Pyrrho  the  Doubter,  and  it  graduates  doctors  of  medicine.  Now, 
suppose  a  young  graduate,  with  his  honors  fresh  upon  him,  suddenly 
summoned  home  because  his  mother  is  sick.  He  comes,  looks  at 
her,  ahd  does  nothing.  His  father  cries,  "Can  3'ou  do  anything  for 
her?"  He  answers:  "Professor  John  says,  '  The  principal  office  of 
the  physician  is  to  stand  between  the  patient  and  his  friends,  and  see 
that  nothing  is  clone.'"  '•  Of  what  use,  then,"  asks  his  father,  "  are 
all  your  drugs  and  medicine?"  The  young  doctor  replies  :  "  Profes- 
sor Oliver  says,  '  AVere  the  whole  materia  medica  sunk  to  the  bottom 
of  the  sea,  it  would  be  all  the  better  for  mankind,  and  all  the  worse 
for  the  fishes.'  "  And  so  he  stands  helplessly  looking  on.  How  dif- 
ferent these  views  from  those  of  Hahnemann,  who  "  could  not  think 
that  the  Creator  had  left  the  noblest  of  his  creatures  without  relief  in 
sickness."  And  so  he  wrought  on  in  a  chaos,  searching  till  he  found 
the  law  of  cure,  —  similia  similibus  curantur. 

Even  now  while  speaking,  two  striking  analogies  meet  m}'  eye  —  the 
cereus,  which  has  blossomed  before  us  while  we  were  sitting  here, 
and  'the  ladies,  who  have  drawn  in  among  us  as  the  evening  has 
worn  awa3\  Both  give  pangs  to  the  heart,  and  both  relieve  heart- 
aches. And,  without  the  power  to  inflict  the  suflTering,  they  would  be 
powerless  to  relieve  suffering.  Hahnemann  discovered  this  relation. 
Instead  of  the  impotent  conclusion,  that  diseases  must  run  their 
course,  he  sets  us  to  seek  and  find  the  means  of  curing  them. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Duncan,  of  Chicago,  was  called.  He  said  the  total  number 
of  homoeopathic  journals  in  the  world  is  now  twenty-four.  Just  half 
of  these  are  in  America :  three  quarterlies,  a  bi-monthl}'  and  eight 
monthlies.  You  know  their  character  :  in  typograph}^  they  are  equal 
to  the  older  journals  of  the  allopathic  schools  ;  in  intrinsic  merit  they 
far  surpass  them.     Formerly  our  proflers  to  exchange  with  the  alio- 
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pathic  journals  were  rejecter!  with  silent  contempt.     Now,  tliey  will- 
ingly exchange  with  ns.     They  quote  us   now,  but  they  sometimes 
forget  to  give  us  credit. 
Eleventh  toast : 

Our  Hospitals. 

Dr.  E.  i»I.  Kellogg  said  :  I  have  a  profound  question  for  the  Bureau 
of  Psj/chology,  when  it  shall  be  established.  Wiiy,  as  1  rise  from  my 
chair,  do  my  thoughts  all  fly  from  me?  I  sat  there  with  my  thoughts 
all  collected,  bnt  when  I  rose,  something  seemed  to  snap,  and  away 
they  roll  all  over  the  floor,  like  beads  when  the  string   breaks. 

This  toast  suggests  to  mv  mind  the  New  York  Ophthalmic 
Hospital.  You  were  told  last  year  how  it  suddenly  forsook  the 
allopathic  ranks  when  the  Trustees  discovered,  by  mere  accident,  that 
they  were,  almost  to  a  man,  homoeopaths.  The  legislature  has  ap- 
propriated $30,000  to  it,  and,  on  the  homoeopathic  principle,  takes  it 
from  the  excise  fund,  contributed  by  the  traffic  in  ardent  spiiits.  The 
frequenters  of  those  places  get  red  eyes  there,  drinking  a  liquor  therefore 
significantly  called  red-eye.  They  bring  these  red  eyes  to  the  hospi- 
tal, and  there  they  are  cured  by  those  contributions  from  the  sale  of 
red-eye.  So  red  eyes  are  cured  by  red-eye  —  similia  simiUhus  curan- 
tur  I 

Dr.  D.  H.  Beckwith,  of  Cleveland,  said  that  he  had  watched 
Dr.  Kellogg  at  the  table  and  had  been  expecting  that  he  would 
hav^e  some  peculiar  symptoms.  B^ing  himself  a  pretty  good 
feeder,  he  professes  to  be  able  to  judge  of  the  matter.  He  had 
queried  whether  something  would  not  come  of  all  this  eating,  and 
had  been  on  the  lookout  for  a  hospital  somewhere,  for  the  victims 
of  Boston's  profusion  ;  but  not  a  sign  of  that  institution  could  he 
find.  He  used  to  think  favorably  of  Cleveland  till  he  saw  Boston. 
And  even  now  it  has  one  advantage  ;  it  has  a  hospital  on  a  beautiful 
hill.  It  is  already  furnished  with  thii'ty  beds,  and  there  is  space  to 
extend  the  number  to  two  hundred.  We  have  also  a  share  in  another 
hospital  of  six  wards.  It  contains  one  hundred  and  fifty  beds.  There 
our  practice  is  brought  in  competition  with  allopathy. 

Twelfth  toast : 

Our  Pharmacies. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Smith  :  Yes,  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  call  on  "  Smith," 
when  3^ou  know  not  whom  next  to  call  out.  You  are  pretty  sure  to 
find  Smith  in  the  party.  I  was  warned  that  I  was  to  speak  for  phar- 
macy. The  empty  tables  show  well  that  you  acted  wisely  in  post- 
poning this  disappetizing  theme  till  after  dinner. 

Mr.  Otis  Clapp  :  In  18J:0, 1  was  asked  if  I  would  take  the  agency  of 
the  Hjmceopathic  Pioneer.  1  said  yes,  though  I  did  not  know  what 
it  was  about.  But  I  advertised  it  and  obtained  five  subscribers. 
Soon  I  had  a  few  calls  for  homxopathic  books  of  which  there  were 
very  few  then  published  in  English,  and  these  few  were  found  on  my 
shelves.  As  the  books  made  a  demand  for  remedies,  I  soon  found  it 
necessary  to  supply  a  little  case  of  medicine.     While  proceeding  iu 
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this  linmble  way,  a  stranger  called  to  borrow  the  Pioneer.  I  was 
at  first  unwilling  to  lend  my  only  copy,  as  I  might  thus  lose  the  sale 
of  it.  He  returned  on  Saturday  night,  and  asked  the  loan  till  Mon- 
day, and  I  willingly  consented.  On  leaving,  he  handed  me  his  card, 
and  on  it  was  ''0.  W.  Holmes.^'  He  invited  me  to  hear  his  lecture 
against  homoeopath3^  I  went  and  heard  him  annihilate  it.  It 
has  been  annihilated  a  great  many  times  since.  When  I  found  he 
was  intending  to  publish  the  lecture,  I  wrote  to  him  offering  to  pub- 
lish it.  He  wrote  back,  expressing  his  regret  that  my  offer  came  too 
late,  as  he  had  already  arranged  with  another  part}^  That  annihila- 
tion was  a  fortunate  tJing  for  us.  It  led  people  to  inquire  who  Samuel 
Hahnemann  was  Even  to  this  day  we  do  not  comprehend  the  depth 
of  Plahnemann's  mind.  I  cannot  close  without  bearing  testimony  to 
the  truth  of  the  lecture  delivered  in  this  hall  night  before  last. 
The  following  volunteer  toast  was  offered  by  Dr.  Kellogg : 

Our  indefatigable  Secretary  —  a  fellow  who  has  been  wheel'wig  about  the 
huh  and  never  got  tired;  he  always  spoke  out  clearly  and  boldly,  not  only  in 
his  own  Transactions  but  also  in  those  he  printed  for  the  Institute. 

Dr.  Talbot :  Mr.  President,  as  I  am  called  in  my  official  capacity, 
I  rise  for  instruction  in  regard  to  a  point  of  order.  In  the  Trans- 
actions of  18G6,  '67,  and  '68,  we  read  that  ladies  shall  not  be  admitted 
to  this  body.  But  here  they  have  been  alreadj'-  admitted,  and  nobody 
seems  even  to  object  to  it.  Now,  what  am  I  to  do  about  it?  How 
shall  I  arrange  it  in  the  publications  of  this  3'ear  !  You  have  kindly 
referred  to  the  Transactions.  If  they  have  increased  in  size,  if 
they  possess  greater  merit,  it  is  because  the  best  minds  in  tlie  pro- 
fession have  contributed  their  best  thoughts  to  them.  These  writings 
will  live  when  we  are  dead.  In  all  this  quarter  century  the  Insti- 
tute has  been  but  making  a  beginning.  And  a  good  beginning  it  has 
already  made  ;  and  now,  I  trust  a  noble  career  is  open  before  us. 
When  I  saw  yonder  magnificent  cereus  gloriously  opening  its  petals 
upon  us,  I  accepted  it  as  an  omen,  that  the  Institute,  after  a  long 
continuance  in  the  bud,  is,  even  now,  blossoming  into  a  splendid 
career  of  usefulness  and  beauty.  Meeting  3-ear  by  year,  may  we  be 
bound  by  new  ties,  to  sustain  each  other,  and  to  carry  on  our  work. 
I  wish  I  could  tell  j^ou  how  joyfully  we  welcome  these  many  friends 
who  have  made  us  so  happj-  by  their  presence. 

A  voluntary  toast  to  the  New  York  Club  was  responded  to  by  Dr. 
Dowling  :  In  my  childhood  I  became  familiar  with  the  marriage  cere- 
mony. My  father  is  a  minister  in  the  City  of  New  York.  "  He 
preaches  ;  /  practise."  We  children  were  often  called  in  to  see  twain 
made  one  ;  and  one  clause,  which  alwa3^s  came  in,  is  very  applicable 
at  this  advanced  hour.  It  was  this:  "  I  will  not  wear3'  you  with 
any  lengthened  remarks  on  this  interesting  occasion."  Brevity  is 
most  acceptable  here.  I  am  happy  to  represent  the  commercial  me- 
,  tropolis  here.  Boston  and  New  York  are  rival  cities.  Both  have 
magnificent  harbors.  You  have  your  Common ;  we,  our  Central 
Park.  Both  can  claim  an  interest  in  James  Fisk,  Jr.  But  you  have 
the  only  Bunker  Hill  in  the  world.     And  3-ou  have  the  crookedest  of 
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streets.  I  was  greatly  impressed  with  this  on  my  first  visit  to  Boston, 
six  years  ago.  I  remember  that  I  never  started  alone,  from  any 
point,  in  any  direction,  without  finding  mj^self,  after  walking  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  just  where  I  started.  It  seemed  as  if  the  city  had  been 
planned  by  a  man  who  was  fuddled  by  some  extraordinary  cause  of 
excitement.  And,  indeed,  I  was  in  somewhat  in  that  state  myself; 
for  besides  losing  my  way  at  ever}^  step,  I  was  on  my  wedding  tour ; 

and While  I  had  an  exalted  idea  of  Boston  at  that  time,  let 

me  also  assure  3^ou  that  the  memories  of  my  second  visit  will  not 
be  dimmed  by  my  first ;  In  the  name  of  the  New  York  Club,  let  me 
express,  in  some  faint  degree,  the  unmeasured  pleasure  which  has 
been  given  us  by  the  efforts  of  the  fellows  around  the  Juib. 

The  hour  grew  late,  but  not  too  late  to  call  up  other  members  ;  and 
we  only  regret  that  we  cannot  give  the  speeches  of  each  one  in  fall. 

At  midnight  the  company  left  the  hall,  the  band  playing  "  Home, 
Sweet  Home." 

Thus  ended  the  jubilee  festivities  of  the  twenty-second  session  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy. 


The  remaining  Reports  of  Societies  we  are  obliged  to  omit  for  the 
present. 
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Disraeli  cures  his  gout  by  homoeopathic  treatment. 

New  Orleans  has  a  "  champion  optician." 

Contagious  ophthalmia  is  prevalent  in  Berlin. 

Wine  is  cheaper  than  milk  in  California. 

Small-pox  has  appeared  at  Millbury,  Mass.,  and  seven  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  have  been  closed. 

Warm  Cod  Liver  Oil.  —  Dr.  Betz  finds  warm  cod  liver  oil  often 
tolerated  when  the  cold  oil  cannot  be  borne. 

Dr.  Paget  has  been  re-elected  to  represent  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  in  the  General  Medical 
Council. 

Liberality  and  Progress.  —  The  following  items  speak  for  them- 
selves : 

"  The  Allopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
voted,  five  to  one,  against  the  applications  of  Doctors  Purvise  and 
Augusta  (colored),  for  admission  to  membership." 

"  The  Pope  has  sent  orders  to  the  physicians  of  Paris,  forbidding 
them  to  continue  their  attendance  upon  patients  who,  after  three  days' 
dangerous  illness  still  refuse  to  confess.". 

Beer  Drinking.  —  Dr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  a  physician  of  thirty  years' 
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standinof,  asserts  that  beer  is  most  pernicious  to  the  ph^'sical  constitu- 
tion. The  children  of  beer-drinking  parents  succumb  readily  to 
disease  ;  and  cases  requiring  surgical  treatment,  ulcers  and  sores,  are 
much  more  difficult  of  management  in  beer-driukers  than  even  with 
consumers  of  whisky. 

Massachusetts  evideutly  does  not  intend  to  have  the  constitution 
of  her  children  injured  in  this  manner,  at  least  till  after  the  next 
election. 

M.  NiKLEs,  Professor  of  Chemistrj^  and  member  of  the  Faculty  of 
Sciences,  of  Nancy,  France,  died  a  few  daj^s  since,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine  3'ears.  His  health  had  been  previou^l}^  good,  and  he  was  in  the 
full  vigor  of  intellectual  activity.  It  is  said  that  he  was  suddenly 
seized  with  a  pulmonar}-  affection,  caused  b}^  some  researches  he  was 
carrying  on  m  the  compounds  of  fluorine.  Another  martyr  to  scien- 
tific research ! 

Pigs  the  best  Producers  of  Pepsin.  —  The  strongest  pepsin  is 
obtained  from  3'oung,  healthy  pigs,  which  are  kept  hungiy,  and  then 
excited  bj^  savory  food  ;  while  the  influence  of  it  is  strong  upon  them, 
and  the  secietions  are  pouring  out  in  expectation  of  the  meal,  the 
animals  are  killed. 

Pepsin,  like  diastase,  is  rendered  inert  by  a  temperature  of  from 
120'  to  ISO"^  F.  ;    and,  therefore,  very  hot  drinks  are  hurtful. 

History  of  Vaccination.  —  The  Pall  Mall  Gazette  states  that  the 
Russian  Government  has  offered  a  prize  of  3,000  roubles  (£400)  for 
the  best  history  of  vaccination,  by  way  of  celebrating  the  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  introduction  of  that  process  into  Russia  by  the 
Empress  Catherine  IL  The  prize  is  open  to  all  European  com- 
petitors, and  the  history  may  be  written  in  any  modern  Fluropean 
language. 

The  Mortality  from,  and  the  Diminution  of  Abdominal 
Hernia.  —  Mr.  John  Birkett  (British  Medical  Journal)^  in  a  paper 
read  before  the  British  Medical  Association,  showed  that  the  death- 
rate  from  hernia,  in  the  districts  of  London,  averaged  140  per 
annum,  and  826  in  England.  Prostration,  peritonitis,  and  injury  of 
the  bowels  were  stated  to  be  the  causes  of  death. 

The  fatal  results  could  only  be  averted  b}'  reducing  the  protrusion 
as  quickl}'  as  possible  by  the  taxis,  and  when  that  failed,  by  opera- 
tion. Dela}^  and  violence  in  replacing  the  hernia  were  deprecated  by 
him,  as  these  circumstances  produced  man}'  deaths  annuall3\ 

Statistics  of  Inebriation.  —  Dr.  McKinley,  of  St.  Louis  (St.  Louis 
Medical  Reporter)  has  compiled,  after  a  ver}-  careful  research,  some 
very  interesting  and  startling  statistics  of  inebriation  in  the  United 
States.     From  him  the  following;  items  are  extracted  : 

'•  Taking  the  population  of  this  country  at  forty  millions  ;  of  300 
men,  122  never  drink  spirits  at  all;  100  drink  inoderatel}',  but  not 
to  intoxication  ;  50  are  ephemeral  drinkers;  2b  drink  periodically, 
called  ''  spreeing"  ;  and  3  are  habitual  inebriates.  To  ever}-  178  who 
drink,  3  are  conlirmed  inebriates  ;  23  are  periodical  drinkers  ;  50  are 
ephemeral  drinkers.     One  conflrmed  inebriate  to  every  b'^d^   of  men. 
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Of  700  women,  600  never  taste  alcoholics  of  any  kind ;  30  taste  wine 
occasionally  ;  17  taste  ardent  spirits  ;  36  drink  ale  or  beer  constantly  ; 
14  drink  ardent  spirits  periodically,  and  3  are  habitual  inebriates. 

"  Predominance  in  confirmed  inebriates  of  the  sexes  :  3  men  in  every 
178  ;  3  women  in  eyery  100  ;  1  confirmed  inebriate  to  every  33^  of 
women.  Fewer  women  drink  than  men  ;  but  a  larger  proportion  of 
them  become  habitual  drinkers.  Debauch  drinkers  rarely  become 
habitual,  but  periodical,  drinkers  ;  the  latter  rarely  become  habitua 
inebriates,  as  the  violence  of  their  drinking  is  too  great,  and  leads  to 
disgusting  satiety,  and  hence  to  intervals  of  sobriety. 

Acute  Rheumatism.  —  Valerian,  administered  in  the  form  ) ;' 
bath,  is  of  extraordinary  efficacy  in  subduing  the  pain  of  inflammation 
attending  acute  rheumatism.  The  bath  is  made  simply  by  taking  one 
pound  of  valerian  root,  boiling  it  gently  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  in  one  gallon  of  water,  straining  it  and  adding  the  strained 
liquid  to  about  twenty  gallons  of  water  in  an  ordinary  bath.  —  AllOj 
patJiic  Exchange, 

Carbolic  Acid.  —  The  Journal  of  Chemistry  says  that  two  or  three 
drops  of  carbolic  acicl  added  to  a  bottle  of  ink  will  prevent  mould ; 
and  about  thirty  drops  added  to  a  pint  of  water  used  for  making  paste 
will  have  the  same  effect.  Carbolic  acid,  however,  is  a  poison,  and 
should  be  used  with  care.  It  is  very  destructive  to  the  lower  orders 
of  vegetable  and  animal  life. 

Academy  of  Sciences,  St.  Petersburg.  —  At  the  last  reported 
meeting,  MM.  Zabeline  and  Wassilewski,  read  a  joint  paper  "On 
the  Influence  of  Chloride  of  Sodium  on  the  Absorption  of  Tribasic 
Phosphate  of  Lime  and  Metallic  Iron."  This  was  a  physiological 
paper,  and  the  authors  had  conducted  their  experiments  on  dogs. 
The  paper  is  full  of  interesting  details,  and  its  facts  seem  to  justify 
these  two  conclusions  :  —  1.  Phosphate  of  lime,  when  introduced  into 
the  stomach  with  caseine,  is  found  to  be  absorbed  in  greatest  quantity 
when  the  food  contains  much  chloride  of  sodium.  2.  Chloride  of 
potassium,  while  it  helps  the  organism  to  absorb  iron  more  quickly 
than  chloride  of  sodium,  also  assists  in  removing  this  metal  through 
the  secretions  more  rapidly  than  the  former. 

Sea-Sickness  and  its  Cure.  —  Dr.  John  Chapman,  of  London, 
says,  that  sea-sickness  is  the  result  of  an  excitement  of  the  nerves, 
and  prescribes  the  application  of  ice  to  the  spinal  column  during  the 
voyage,  as  a  means  of  deadening  their  irritability.  The  ice  is  to  be 
broken  in  small  pieces,  and  placed  in  a  long  India  rubber  bag,  which  is 
bound  to  the  patient's  spine  by  suitable  bandages.  A  number  of  cases 
are  cited  in  which  this  expedient  has  been  tried,  and,  as  the  doctor 
claims,  with  perfect  success.  On  the  other  hand.  Dr.  Fordj^ce  Bar- 
ker, of  New  York,  says  that  "  the  horizontal  position  in  the  only  ap- 
proximation to  a  cure,"  and  his  directions  to  persons  about  to  embark, 
are  :  —  1.  To  eat  a  hearty  meal  before  going  on  board.  2.  To  get  to 
bed  before  the  vessel  sails.  3.  To  eat  regularly  for  the  first  two  oif 
three  days  of  the  voyage,  but  without  raising  the  head.     4.  To  take 
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a  laxative  pill  occasionally.  [?]  5.  Never  to  get  up  on  an  empty 
stomach.  6.  To  lie  down  at  the  approach  of  a  storm  or  an  unusually 
rough  sea.  It  is  certainly  more  comfortable  to  follow  these  directions 
than  to  wear  an  ice  poultice  on  one's  back ;  but  which  is  the  more 
effectual,  can  only  be  determined  by  experience. 

Evidently  neither  of  these  doctors  have  yet  learned  the  efficacy  of 
homoeopathic  medicines  in  such  cases. 

Statistics  of  Ovariotomy.  —  M.  Hoerberle  recently  presented  to 
the  Paris  Academy  the  statistics  of  the  ovariotomies  performed  by 
liim  since  1862.  He  says  that  the  gravity  of  ovariotomy  is  propor- 
tional to  the  complications  which  it  offers.  Sixtj'-nine  operations  by 
him  —  forty-five  successful,  twenty-four  fatal  —  are  thus  analyzed  :  — 

Cases  without  adhesions,  20;  cured,  17;  deaths,  3.  Cases  with 
slight  adhesions,  16  ;  cured,  13  ;  deaths,  3.  Cases  with  extensive  ad- 
hesions, 33  ;  cured,  15  ;  deaths,  18. 

The  mortality  of  the  operation  is  also  proportional  to  the  loss  of 
blood,  the  duration  of  the  operations,  the  length  of  the  incisions,  the 
weight  of  the  tumors. 

The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  :  Septicaemia  in  seven  cases ; 
peritonitis'  in  five  cases  ;  peritonitis  and  septicaemia  in  six  cases  ; 
internal  strangulation,  intestinal  t3'mpauitis,  enteritis,  in  one  case 
each. 

Within  the  past  year,  JM.  Hoerberle  has  had  great  success  in  his 
operations  ;  these  results  he  attributes  to  new  improvements  in  the 
method  of  operating  which  were  originated  by  him.  - —  Western  Journal 
of  Medicine. 

Bites  of  Insects.  —  It  would  be  well,  saj's  the  Journal  of  Cutane- 
ous Mtdicine^  if  we  could  follow  some  of  our  tormentors  of  the  insect 
world  through  their  daily  life  and  discover  their  loves  and  their  hates. 
Linnaeus  informs  us  that  the  seeds  of  the  Absinthium  maritimicm  are 
deadl}^  to  the  flea,  and  t\  e  have  likewise  heard  that  the  odor  of  the 
elder  is  equally  obnoxious  to  other  insects.  It  is  said  by  the  devo- 
tees of  botany,  that  on  a  hot  summer's  da}^  the  cattle  may  be  seen 
to  cluster  round  the  elder  for  protection  against  the  sting  of  flies  ;  we 
have  thought  sometimes  in  our  summer  rambles,  that  the  verdict  of 
the  wise  was  unproven.  We  entertain,  however,  a  strong  belief  that 
the  perfume  of  the  chamomile  is  destructive  of  the  Acarus  scabiei, 
and  we  use  it  accordingi}^  in  our  pomades  for  the  treatment  of  scabies. 
Bazin  was  wont  to  recommend  for  the  same  purpose  an  unguentum 
anthemidis  ;  and  our  Italian  contemporary,  the  Gioniale  ItaUano  delle 
Malattie  delta  Pelle^  reminds  us  that  an  infusion  of  chamomile  flowers 
has  been  recommended  as  a  wash  to  the  skin,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tection against  gnats.  Gnats  are  said  to  shun  the  traitorous  per- 
fume ;  and  if  such  be  the  case,  it  would  be  easy  to  convert  the  esseii- 
^tial  oil  of  the  anthemis  into  an  agreeable  lotion  like  that  of  lavender 
or  eau  de  Cologne. 
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How  Plants  Gkow  ;  a  simple  Introduction  to  structural  Botany, 
with  a  Popular  Flora.  By  Asa  Gra\%  M.D.  New  York:  Ivisou, 
Phiniiey,  Blakeman  &  Co.  Boston :  Wilde,  Bowler  &  Co.,  No.  1 
Cornhill.     Square  8vo.,  pp.  233,  with  500  wood  engravings. 

This  little  book  for  children,  contains  enough  of  systematic  botany 
to  enable  a  man  to  pass  a  respectable  examination  in  any  Institution. 
The  wonderful  engravings  which  fill  its  pages,  are  from  drawinsfs  by 
the  best  botanical  artist  that  America  has  produced,  Mr.  Sprague. 

Adventures  in  the  Wilderness  ;  or  Camp-life  in  the  Adirondacks. 
By  W.  H.  H.  Murray.  Boston:  Fields,  Osgood  &  Co.  Pp.  236, 
12mo.     Eight  full-page  illustrations. 

Not  a  few  phj'sicians  long  for,  and  suffer  for  the  need  of,  just  such 
camp-life  as  Mr.  Murray  describes.  And  many,  if  they  were  to  read 
the  vivid  description  which  he  gives,  would,  for  a  few  days  or  perhaps 
weeks,  exchange  their  professional  life  for  that  of  the  camp.  To 
those  who  would  like  to  go  but  cannot,  the  perusal  of  this  book 
would  afford  real  pleasure. 

Our  New  Way  Round  the  World.  By  Charles  Carleton  Coffin. 
Boston:  Fields,  Osgood  &  Co.     Pp.  524,  12mo,  fully  illustrated. 

Some  of  our  readers  were  made  well  acquainted  with  Carleton's 
graphic  style  and  accuracy  of  statement  during  the  war  of  the  Repub- 
lic, when  his  letters  to  the  Boston  Journal  were  eagerly  read.  This 
later  series  embraces  a  description  of  travel  round  the  world,  touch- 
ing lightly  upon  the  familiar  scenes  of  England  and  France,  but 
dwelling  with  an  agreeable  fullness  of  detail  upon  localities  little 
known  and  of  great  public  interest,  such  as  the  Suez  Canal,  India, 
China  and  Japan,  concluding  with  California  and  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road. Carleton  offers  the  following  suggestion  to  the  traveller,  which, 
if  followed,  is  equal  to  a  letter  of  credit :  ^'  The  secret  of  travelling 
with  comfort  and  pleasure  is  to  take  things  as  they  are,  making  the 
best  of  them.  The  grumbler  will  do  well  never  to  leave  his  own 
fireside." 

The  National  Sunday  School  Teacher  ;  a  Monthly,  published  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Chicago  Sunday  School  Union.  Chicago  :  Adams, 
Biackmer  &  Lyon. 

The  Manual  ;  a  Practical  Guide  to  the  Sunday  School  Work. 
lij  Edward  Eggleston.  Chicago :  Adams,  Biackmer  &  Lyon. 
12mo,  108  pp. 

The  old  rule  —  where  there  are  three  physicians  j^ou  will  find  two 
atheists  —  does  not,  we  think,  apply  to  homoeopathic  physicians. 
Generally  th'jy  are  men  of  faith,  and  often  of  religious  belief.  The 
very  nature  of  their  profession  cultivates  this,  and  not  unfrequently 
do  we  find  them  hearty  supporters  of  the  Sabbath  School.  To  such 
as  feel  an  interest  in  this  kind  of  work,  either  parents  or  teachers, 
these  books,  apparently  devoid  of  sectarianism,  and  cultivating  the 
broad  field  of  CUristianity,  must  be  suggestive  and  valuable. 
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The  Ark  of  Elm  Island.     By  Rev.  Elijah  Kellogg.     Boston  :  Lee  & 

Sheparcl. 

This  lively  continuation   of  the  Eloa  Island  stories,  will  be  fully 
appreciated  by  our  boys  and  girls. 


PERSONAL. 

Dr.  C.  r.  Becker,  of  Cressona,  Pa.,  writes  that  Scarlatina  angincsa  is  pre- 
vailing in  a  severe  form  in  that  rcj^ion. 

Martin  Mayer,  M.D.,  of  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  has,  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  a  Kussian  relative,  had  his  name  changed  by  the  courts  to  Martin 
Mayer  Makix.     He  is  about  to  leave  on  a  tour  to  Europe. 

Wm.  li.  Reud,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  has  been  appointed  physician  to  the 
Continental  Hotel,  Long  Branch,  where  he  will  spend  the  summer  months. 

The  homoeopathic  physicians  residing  at  Newton  Corner  do  not  wish  to 
be  consitlered  "in  a  corner"  any  longer.  Thc}^  would  have  it  distinctly 
understood  that  the  name  of  their  post-office  is  changed  to  Newton. 

We  have  received,  by  mail,  the  last  effusion  of  Dr.  Buckingham,  "  care- 
fully sealed  from  impertinent  curiosity."  This  is  as  it  should  be;  and  we 
trust  that  a  returning  sense  of  decency  will  prevent  the  Professor  from  ever 
again  making  such  a  disgusting  exhibition  of  himself  in  print. 
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Exchanges  for  June  : 

The  Homoeopathic  Sun;  New  York.  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathic 
Materia  Medica;  Philadelphia.  The  Hahnemannian  Monthly;  Philadelphia. 
American  Homoeopathic  Observer;  Detroit.  Medical  Investigator;  Chicago. 
Western  Homoeopathic  Observer;  St.  Louis.  El  Criterio  Medico;  Madrid. 
Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review;  London.  Bibliotheque  Homoeopathique ; 
Paris.  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Guardian  of  Health;  Boston. 
The  Journal  of  the  Gynaecological  Society  of  Boston.  The  Medical  Record; 
New  York.  The  Medical  Gazette;  New  York.  American  Eclectic  Medical 
Review;  New  York.  Philadelphia  University  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery. Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine 
and  Suigery.  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal;  San  Francisco.  Missouri 
Dental  journal;  St.  Louis.  The  Canada  Journal  of  Dental  Science;  Hamil- 
ton. Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry.  The  Atlantic  Monthl3^;  Boston.  Our 
Young  Folks;  Boston.  Every  Saturday;  Boston.  Living  Age;  Boston. 
Our  Dumb  Animals;  Boston.  The  Little  Wanderers'  Advocate;  Boston. 
The  Monthly  Record  of  the  Five  Points  House  of  Industry ;  ^N^ew  York.  Cin- 
cinnati Weekly  Times.     The  Witness;  New  York. 

Also  the  following  : 

A  Review  of  Four  Lectures  on  Homoeopathy,  by  C.  T.  Harris,  A.M.,M.D.; 
Detroit.  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  The  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  Nauti- 
cal School;  Boston.  Fourth  Annual  Catalogue  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology ;  Boston.  Adventures  in  the  Adirondacks,  by  William  H.  H. 
Murray  ;  Boston  :  Fields,  Osgood  &  Co.  Our  New  Way  Round  the  World,  by 
Charles  Carleton  Coffin ;  Boston  :  Fields,  Osgood  &  Co.  Walter  Savage  Lan- 
dbr;  A  Biography,  by  John  Forster;  Boston:  Fields,  Osgood  &  Co.  The 
Ark  of  Elm  island,  by  Rev.  Elijah  Kellogg;  Boston:  Lee  &  Shepard.  The 
Manual  of  Sunday  Work,  by  Edward  Eggleston;  Chicago.  Adams,  Black- 
mer  &  Lyon.  The  National  Sunday  School  Teacher;  Chicago.  How  Plants 
Grow,  By  Prof.  Asa  Gray;  New  York  :  Ivison  Phinney,  Biakeman  &  Co. 
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Wilder,  Louis  de  V.,  M.D.,  213  W.  38th  Street,  New  York  City. 

Willard  James  P.,  M.D.,  Jacksonville,  111. 

WiLLARD,  Ephraim  S.,  M.D.,  4  Garland  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Willard,  L.  H.,  M.D.,  Allegheny  City,  Pa. 

Williams,  Albanus,  M.D.,  Phoenixville,  Chester  County,  Pa. 

Williams,  David  R.,  M.D.,  Woodhull,  Fond  du  Lac  County,  Wis. 

Williams,  Simon  B.,  M.D.,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Williams,  Thomas  C,  M.D.,  567  N.  5th  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Williams,  William  D.,  M.D,  London,  Madison  County,  Ohio. 

Williamson,  Walter,  M.D.,  11th  and  Filbert  Streets,  Philadelphia. 

Williamson,  Walter  M.,  M.D.,  11th  and  Filbert  Streets,  Philadelphia. 

Willis,  L.  Murray,  M.D.,  274  Meridian  Street,  East  Boston,  Mass. 

Wilmot,  Silas  G.,  M.D.,  Rawsonville,  Ohio. 

Wilson,  G.  H.,  M.D.,  West  Meriden,  Conn. 

Wilson,  N.  B.,  M.D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Wilson,  T.  P.,  M.D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Winslow,  Mrs.  Caroline  Brown,  M.D.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Winterburn,  Charles,  306  W.  35th  Street,  New  York  City. 

Woodbury,  Oliver  A.,  M.D,  Nashua,  N.  H. 

WooDViNE,  Denton  George,  M.D.,  739  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Woodward,  Calvin,  M.D.,  Danville,  Vt. 

Woolsey,  Gilbert  R.,  M.D.,  Normal,  INlcLean  County,  111. 

Worthington,  Anthony  H.,  M.D.,  52  Hanover  Street,  Trenton,  N.  J. 

Wright,  Andrew  R.,'M.D.,  Buffiilo,  N.  Y. 

Wright,  Henry  Bliss,  M.D.,  Fairbury,  Livingston  County,  111. 

Wright,  John  J.,  M.D.,  Fairbury,  Livingston  County,  111. 

Wright,  William,  M.D.,  34  Fifth  Street,  Brooklyn,  E.  D.,  N.  Y. 

Youlin,  John  J.,  M.D.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Young,  Goettlieb  Mathias,  M.D.,  Peoria,  Peoria  County,  111. 

Young,  James  A.,  M.D.,  Hopkinsville,  Christian  County,  Ky. 

Younghusband,  L.,  M.D.,  Mount  Clemens,  Macomb  County,  Mich. 

Youngiove,  John,  M.D.,  Elizabeth,  Union  County,  N.  J. 

Names  received  by  the  Bureau  subsequent  to  March  loth. 

Adams,  Charles  Frederick,  M.D.,  Rutland,  Vt. 

Aikman,  J.  A.,  M.D.,  Decatur,  Macon  County,  111. 

Ailing,  David  G.,  M.D.,  Silver  Creek,  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 

Amcffes,  Edward  Nancarrow,  M.D.,  Wallouia,  Trigg  Couutj,  Ky. 

Andrews,  William,  M.D.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Angell,  Edwin  P.,  M.D.,  Galveston,  Texas. 

Angell,  James,  Galveston,  Texas. 

Angell,  Richard,  M.D.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Angell,  Samuel  Winter,  M.D.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Armstrong,  William  P.,  M.D.,  Paris,  Edgar  County,  111. 

Arthur,  A.  A.,  M.D.,  Yergennes,  Vt. 

Austin,  James  IL,  M.D.,  Bristol,  Conn. 

Baer,  Oliver  P.,  M.D.,  Richmond,  Ind. 

Baethig,  Heinrich,  339  Oak  Street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bahrenburg,  John  H.,  M.D.,  919  Washington  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo, 

Baker,  Daniel  P.,  M.D.,  Little  Valley,  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y. 

Baker,  J.  Follet,  M.D.,  Dover,  Del. 

Baker,  Walter  S.,  M.D.,  Cohoes,  Albany  County,  N.  Y. 

Ballard,  Edgar  Abbott,  M.D.,  1354  State  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

Bancroft,  Augustine  A.,  M.D.,  DeWitt,  Clinton  County,  Mich. 

Bannister,  Charles  B.,  Eagle,  Waukesha  County,  Wis. 

Barden,  John  M.,  M.D.,  Rutland,  Tioga  County,  Pa. 

Barden,  Oliver  P.,  M.D.,  Tioga,  Tioga  County,  Pa. 

Barden,  William  M.,  M.D.,  Mansfield,  Tioga  County,  Pa. 

Barnes,  George  W.,  M.D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Barr,  David  G.,  M.D.,  Ludlowville,  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y. 

Barrows,  Ira,  M.D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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Bartlett,  Henry  H.,  M.D.,  131  Detroit  Street,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Beebe,  a.  G.,  *M.D.,  GC^  Randolph  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

Beebe,  Eugene  W..  M.D.,  Evansville,  Wis. 

Beebe,  Gaylokd   D.,  M.  D.,  C)G  Randolph  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

Beckwith,  D.  H.,  M.D.,  49  Public  Square,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Belden,  M.  Lewis,  M.D.,  Stoughton,  Wis. 

Bell,  James  B.,  M.D.,  Augusta,  Me. 

BiGGAR,  Hamilton  Fisk,  M.D.,  Park  Place,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Birch,  George  B.,  M.D.,  Hannibal,  Marion  County,  Mo. 

Blaisdell,  John  M.,  M.D.,  Bangor,  Me. 

Blake,  Edmond  H.,  51  Texas  Avenue,  Houston,  Texas. 

Blakelock,  Ralph,  M.D.,  316  West  30th  Street,  New  York  City. 

Blanchard,  Henry  Charles,  M.D.,  Buflalo,  N.  Y. 

Booth,  H.  W.,  M.D.,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

Bourn,  Reuben  R.,  New  Lisbon,  Columbiana  County,  Ohio. 

BowEN,  Eleazer,  M.D.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Bowen,  George  Austin,  M.D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Boynton,  F.  M.,  M.D.,  Henderson,  Texas. 

Boynton,  Henry  W.,  M.D.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 

Boynton,  S.  A.,  M.D.,  238  Pearl  Street,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Boynton,  Sumner  H.,  M.D.,  Rockland,  Me. 

Bradford,  Leonard,  I.,  M.D.,  Sylvania,  Bradford  County,  Pa. 

Braun,  John  Baptist,  M.D.,  315  North  Wells  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

Breyfogle,  William  L.,  M.D.,  New  Albany,  Ind. 

Brick,  Francis,  M.  D.,  Keene,  N.  H. 

Brigham,  Gershom  M.,  M.D.,  Montpelief,  Vt. 

Briry,  Milton,  S.,  M.D.,  Bath,  Me. 

Brown,  Asa  W.,  M.D.,  Mystic  Bridge,  Conn. 

Brown,  B.  P.,  M.D.,  49  Public  Square,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Brown,  Daniel  T  ,  M.D.,  Milwaukie,  Wis. 

Brown,  Louis,  R.,  M.l).,  204  Broad  Street,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

Brunner,  Edgar  P.,  M.D.,  Centre  Point,  Pa. 

Bryant,  Benjamin,  M.D.,  Wakeman,  Huron  County,  Ohio. 

BucKNER,  Charles  S.,  M.D.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

BuDLONG,  John  C,  M.D.,  Centredale,  R.  I. 

Bull,  John,  M.D.,  Rio,  Columbia  County,  Wis. 

Bennett,  Hollis  K.,  M.D.,  Whitehall,  Washington  County,  N.  Y. 

Burnside,  Aaron  Wallace,  M.D.,  Belvidere,  Boone  County,  111. 

Burpee,  John  A.,  M.D.,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Burr,  Charles  H.,  M.D.,  Portland,  Me. 

Buswell,  Albert,  M.D.,  16  Central  Street,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Butler,  William  S.,  M.D.,  Aurora,  Portage  County,  Ohio. 

Calkins,  Thomas  T.,  M.D.,  Hudson,  N.  Y. 

Calvert,  William  J.,  M.D.,  Jackson,  Mich. 

Campbell,  Charles  E.,  M.D.,  33  Third  Avenue,  New  York  City. 

Campbell,  Howard  J.,  M.D.,  Phihidelphia,  Pa. 

Carmony,  C.  J.,  M.D.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Carpenter,  Charles  H.,  M.D.,  Troy,  N.  Y, 

Carpenter,  Moses,  M.D.,  Kankakee,  111. 

Carr,  Marvin  S.,  M.D.,  Galesburg,  Knox  County,  111. 

Cate,  Hamilton  J.,  M.D.,  Amherst,  Mass. 

Catlin,  Marcus  M.,  M.D.,  Brookfield,  Madison  County,  N.  Y. 

Chase,  Hiram  Cate,  M.D.,  Strawberry  Point,  Clayton  County,  Iowa. 

Chase,  Hikam  L.,  M.D.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Chase,  Israel  P.,  M.D.,  Henniker,  N.  H. 

Cheever,  Daniel  A.,  M.D.,  Peoria,  111. 
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ASTHENOPIA  AND   HYPERMETROPIA. 

From  a  forthcoming  work  on  **Diseases  of  the  Eye.^^ 
BY  H.  C.  ANGELL,  M.D.,  BOSTON. 

Asthenopia  may  be  defined  as  a  condition  of  the  eye  in  which  it 
cannot  be  used  continuously  for  near  vision,  even  in  the  best  light, 
without  pain  and  confusion  of  sij^ht,  although  for  the  first  moment 
the  patient  sees  with  ease  and  distinctness.  The  eyes  are  sound 
in  appearance,  in  movement,  in  visual  form,  in  convergence  of  visual 
axes,  but  they  rebel  against  all  use,  however  moderate.  After  the 
least  service  upon  near  objects,  they  feel  fatigued,  full,  hot,  and 
sometimes  become  quite  painful ;  the  pain  extending  to  the  head,  or 
following  the  branches  of  the  fifth  nerve. 

It  is  not  unusual  for  asthenopia  eyes  to  show  a  slight  hyperasmia 
of  the  conjunctiva,  and  sometimes  we  notice  an  enlarged  and  rather 
sluggish  pupil.  The  dilated  pupil  is  not  due  to  any  local  disease, 
but  to  reflex  disturbance  of  the  ciliary  nerves  from  irritation  of  the 
sympathetic.  In  these  cases  we  find  spinal  irritation  or  disturb- 
ance of  tlie  uterine  or  digestive  functions.  The  dilatation  of  the 
pupil  is,  when  it  exists,  an  additional  hindrance  to  distinct  vision  for 
near  objects,  by  admitting  too  much  light  and  too  many  lateral  rays, 
and  by  increasing  the  circles  of  diffusion.  The  ophthalmoscopic 
signs  are  usually  negative.  The  media  are  clear,  and  there  are  no 
striking  anomalies  of  refraction.  Sometimes,  however,  there  is  to 
be  observed  a  hypersemic  condition  of  the  optic  nerve,  disc  and 
retina,  similar  to  the  hyperaemic  state  of  the  conjunctiva.  In  rare 
instances,  the  optic  nerve  itself  appears  to  be  the  principal  seat  of 
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the  pain.  I  recall  a  case  where  the  patient  could  not  fix  her 
eyes  for  any  time  even  on  distant  objects,  without  causing  severe 
and  deep-seated  pain  of  the  globe. 

The  cause  of  this  affection  lies  generally  in  that  peculiar  forma- 
tion of  the  eye  which  renders  it  hypermetropic.  Hypermetropia 
is  by  far  the  most  frequent  cause  of  asthenopia. 

HYPERMETROPIA, 

As  we  have  already  seen,  is  that  condition  of  the  eye  in  which 
its  antero-posterior  diameter  is  too  short  in  comparison  with  the 
refractive  power  (convexity)  of  the  crystalline  lens.  The  rays 
of  light  consequently  reach  the  retina  before  they  are  brought  to  a 
focus,  forming  circles  of  diffusion,  and  vision  is  indistinct.  A  con- 
vex glass,  or  spectacles,  by  supplementing  the  refractive  power  of 
the  natural  lens,  enables  the  patient  to  focus  the  rays  of  light  upon 
the  retina,  precisely  as  in  presbyopia.  In  presbyopia,  however, 
rays  of  light  from  a  distance  —  that  is,  what  are  termed  parallel 
rays  —  are  brought  to  a  focus  on  the  retina  without  the  use  of  ac- 
commodating power;  while,  in  hypermetropia,  the  exercise  of  this 
power  is  always  necessary,  even  for  distant  vision :  and,  in  the 
higher  grades  of  the  affection,  convex  glasses  are  also  necessary 
for  all  distances.  A  hypermetropic  eye  is  generally  smaller  in  all 
its  dimensions  than  the  emmetropic  or  normally  refractive,  and  is 
probably  of  congenital  and  hereditary  source. 

Hypermetropia  is  divided  by  Bonders  into  facultative^  relative^ 
and  absolute. 

Facultative  is  the  slightest  form,  where  the  patient  accommodates 
readily  for  all  distances ;  preisbyopia  occurs  rather  early,  and  then 
asthenopic  symptoms  are  apt. to  occur;  while,  in 

Relative  hypermetropia,  although  the  patient  can  accommodate  so 
as  to  see  well  at  all  distances,  yet  this  is  only  accomplished  through 
great  effoits  of  accommodation,  and  by  converging  the  optic  axes 
too  much  at  the  same  time.  Such  persons  are  almost  certain  to 
become  asthenopic. 

.  Absolute  hypermetropia  is  a  condition  of  the  eye  in  which  the 
patient  sees  distinctly  only  by  the  aid  of  convex  glasses.  Without 
spectacles  no  effort  of  accommodation,  however  great,  will  suffice 
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to  bring  rays  of  light  from   any  distance   to  a  focus  before  they 
reach  the  retina. 

Generally  speaking^  the  symptoms  of  asthenopia  come  on  at  an 
earlier  or  later  age,  in  proportion  to  the  grade  of  the  hypermetropia, 
whether  it  be  facultative,  relative,  or  absolute.  Even  in  the  latter 
grade,  a  youthful  eye,  with  its  great  power  of  accommodation,  is 
able  to  see  without  the  aid  of  glasses  for  a  few  years  when  circum- 
stances favor. 

The  diagnosis  of  hypermetropia  is  rendered  much  easier  when 
the  patient  is  asthenopic.  The  asthenopia,  in  a  vast  majority  of 
cases,  renders  the  dijigno.^is  certain.  We  may  verify  our  surmises 
in  regard  to  the  existence  of  Iiypermetropia  by  allowing  the  patient 
to  look  at  a  distance,  or  at  large  letters,  such  as  a  normal  eye 
would  distinguish  readily  at  twenty  feet.  If  his  vision  is  improved 
by  looking  at  them  through  convex  glasses  of  thirty  or  forty  inch 
focus,  he  is  hypermetropic.  The  emmetropic  eye  would  not  see 
distinctly  under  these  circumstances.  But  it  may  ha[)pen  that, 
although  slightly  hypermetropic,  he  does  not  see  as  well  through 
the  convex  glasses,  or  he  may  even  see  as  well,  through  concave 
glasses  of  thirty  or  forty  inch  negative  focus,  as  in  myopia.  He  is 
not  myopic,  however;  but  in  looking  through  the  concave  glasses  he 
involuntarily  exerts  all  his  power  of  accommodation ;  and  when  this 
power  is  considerable  he  overcomes,  for  the  time  being,  his  own  as 
well  as  the  additional  hypermetropia  caused  by  the  concave  glasses. 
Ordinarily,  however,  we  find  that  a  weak  convex  glass  improves 
vision ;  if  it  does  not,  we  may  try  the  effect  of  paralyzing  the 
accommodation  by  the  instillation  of  ati-opine.  We  can  then  deter- 
mine the  whole  extent  of  the  hypermetropia,  both  latent  and  mani- 
fest. If  after  an  hour  or  two  we  try  our  convex  glasses  again,  we 
may  find  that  whereas,  previously  he  could  only  see  well  through 
convex  thirty,  he  now  sees  best  through  convex  twelve  or  fifteen. 
His  manifest  hypermetropia  was  only  one  thirtieth  j  but  his  latent, 
being  added,  gives  him  really  a  hypermetropia  of  one-twelfth  or 
one-fifteenth. 

It  is  advisable,  however,  to  avoid  the  use  of  atropine  on  account 
of  the  inconvenience  which  a  strong  solution  causes  the  patient  in 
the  disturbance  of  vision  for  several  days,  and  to  this  end  the 
following  method  will  be  serviceable. 
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It  will  be  remembered  tliat  a  hypermetropic  eye  is  oz;er-sigl]ted. 
The  retina  is  too  near  the  lens,  and  the  latter  cannot  be  made 
convex  enough  by  any  effort,  however  great,  in  severe  cases,  to  bring 
the  rays  of  light  from  near  objects  to  a  focus  upon  the  retina. 
The  eye  is  forever  accommodated  for  a  point  -beyond  the  object. 
Now,  if  we  place  before  an  emmetropic  eye  (of  normal  refractive 
power)  a  convex  glass  of  eight-inch  focus,  it  will  be  able  to  see 
brilliant  typc,  No.  1  of  Snellcu  or  Jaeger  at  a  distance  of  eight 
inches,  for  the  rays  of  light  coming  to  the  eye  through  this  lens  are 
rendered  parallel,  just  as  they  would  be  if  they  came  from  a  dis- 
tance or  the  far  point  of  the  eye.  If  we  find,  however,  on  apply- 
ing this  test,  that  the  type  can  be  distinctly  seen  through  our  No.  8 
convex  glass  no  nearer  than  at  nine,  ten,  or  eleven  inches,  we  are 
sure  that  we  have  an  oversighted  or  hypermetropic  eye. 

We  may  diagnose  the  affection  also  by  means  of  the  ophthalmo- 
scope, using  the  direct  image.  With  this  we  see  the  details  of  the 
fundus  at  a  little  distance,  as  in  myopia,  only  in  this  instance  we 
get  our  image  uninverted.  A  movement  to  the  right  or  left  will 
produce  a  similar  movement  in  the  image,  and  not  the  reverse  as  in 
myopia.  Approaching  nearer,  we  find  the  field  of  vision  unusually 
large,  and  the  optic  disc  apparently  small,  but  very  distinct,  just  the 
reverse  of  what  we  notice  in  myopia.  If  we  use  the  indirect  mode 
of  examination  with  the  object-glass,  we  find  the  disc  to  appear 
larger  than  usual  in  other  refractive  states  of  the  eye. 

In  the  higher  grades  of  hypermetropia  we  oiten  find,  especially 
in  young  children,  a  convergent  strabismus.  The  accommodative 
effort  of  the  eye  is  always  accompanied  by  a  slight  convei'gence  of 
the  optic  axes.  These  consentaneous  movements  in  the  normal 
eye  are  necessary  for  acute  visual  power  in  regarding  near  objects. 
For  distance,  no  accommodation  being  necessary,  no  convergence 
takes  place.  With  the  relative  or  absolute  h}  permetropic  eye  all 
this  is  different.  It  is  obliged  to  accommodate  for  all  distances, 
and  with  accommodation  conies  convergence,  and  in  course  of  time 
a  periodic  stiabismus  becomes  fixed  and  permanent. 

,  Spectacles  for  distance  should  not  be  prescribed  for  hyperme- 
tropia, if  the  patient  can  see  well  and  without  fatigue,  as,  after 
being  used  for  distant  vision,  they  become  indispensable  for  all 
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time ;  but,  for  near  vision,  they  should  be  ordered  the  moment 
asthenopic  symptoms  appear.  In  higher  grades  of  the  affection, 
where  vision  for  all  distances  is  imperfect,  glasses  which  correct 
the  manifest  hypermetropia  should  first  be  worn;  and  later,  wh<^n 
the  eyes  become  accustomed  to  these,  stronger  one?  should  be 
prescribed,  if  necessary,  so  as  to  correct  more  or  less  of  the  latent 
defect  also. 

Formerly  asthenopia  was  looked  upon  as  a  grave  affection,  and 
as  a  probable  precursor  of  amaurosis,  or  some  other  disease  fatal 
to  sight.  More  recently  it  has  been  regarded  as  a  symptom  of 
general  debility,  arising  from  exanthematous  or  febrile  affections, 
from  over-work,  mental  troubles,  dissipations,  abuse  of  the  eyes 
and  like  causes.  All  these,  however,  only  express  the  occasional, 
or  exciting  cause.  The  primary  cause  is  to  be  sought  in  a  more 
or  less  faulty  state  of  the  refractive  power  of  the  eye,  and  the  faulty 
refraction  is  a  hypermetropia.  We  can  now  explain  very  readily 
the  mystery  of  some  eyes  giving  out  upon  the  least  abuse  of  over- 
work, or  deterioration  of  the  general  health ;  while  others  bear  any 
amount  of  fine  work  night  or  day,  and,  in  failure  of  the  general 
health,  are  the  last  to  be  affected.  The  first  are  hypermetro[)ic, 
and  have  always  required  extra  exertion  of  the  ciliary  muscle 
in  accommodating  for  near  vision ;  while  the  second  are  emmetropic, 
or  as  nearly  this  as  possible,  and,  the  apparatus  of  accommodation 
having  always  been  used  with  moderation,  its  integrity  is  preserved. 
Some  hypermetropic  eyes  escape  asthenopia  for  a  longer  time  also, 
on  account  of  having  been  originally  endowed  with  a  wider  power 
of  accommodation.  A  youthful  normal  eye  is  sometimes  able  to 
read  the  finest  type  —  truuant- — from  three  up  to  eighteen  inches, 
while  another  may  be  able  to  read  it  only  from  four  up  to  twelve 
inches ;  the  first  showing  an  accommodative  power  of  considerably 
greater  range  than  the  second.  Moreover,  according  to  Graefe, 
there  is  considerable  difference  exhibited  by  different  individuals 
in  the  impunity  with  which  they  may  exert  a  great  part  of  the 
accommodative  power  at  their  disposal.  Some  persons,  for  instance, 
are  unable  to  use  one  half  of  this  power  for  any  length  of  time 
without  injury,  while  others  use  more  than  three  quarters  without 
fatigue.     In  the  first,  there  appears  to  be  a  lack  of  energy  in  the 
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ciliary  muscle ;  while,  in  the  second,  it  is  unusually  vigorous. 
Hence  it  may  follow  that  the  more  or  less  perfect  optical  construc- 
tion shall  in  some  instances  give  but  an  imperfect  indication  of  the 
serviceableness  of  an  eye  for  fine  work.  This,  however,  is  certain, 
that  the  greatest  amount  of  muscular  energy,  and  the  widest  range 
of  accommodation,  cannot  prevent  an  excessively  hypermetropic 
eye  from  becoming  asthenopic. 

After  middle  age,  the  hypermetropic  eye  grows  presbyopic  also; 
that  is,  its  power  of  accommodation  decreases,  and  stronger  glasses 
become  necessary. 

Asthenopia  is  sometimes  the  result  of  a  high  grade  of  myopia, 
which,  from  the  necessity  of  holding  objects  very  near  the  eye,  oc- 
casions a  weakness  of  the  internal  recti  muscles.  Great  converg- 
ence of  the  optic  axes  being  necessary,  the  internal  recti  are  con- 
tmually  over-exeited,  and  finally  become  weakened,  and  refuse  to 
perform  their  office  without  great  and  painful  effort.  Asthenopia 
arises  also  from  anesthesia  and  hyperaerjthesia  retinas,  and  from 
astigmatism,  and  any  causes  which  produce  amblyopia.  All  these 
disorders  however  are,  or  will  be,  noticed  in  their  appropriate 
places.  The  common  cause  of  asthenopia  is  to  be  found  in  a  de- 
ficient refractive  power,  due  to  original  defect  in  size  or  shape, 
which  renders  the  eye  hypermetropic  or  oversighted. 

Treatment, 

The  first  and  most  important  indication  in  the  treatment  of 
asthenopia  is  to  relieve  the  painful  and  overworked  ciliary  muscle 
by  supplementing  the  refractive  power  of  the  crystalline  lens  with 
suitable  convex  glasses.  We  have  by  no  means  finished  our  treat- 
ment, however,  when  we  have  prescribed  convex  spectacles  for  our 
patient.  We  must  still  keep  him  under  our  control,  \o  determine 
whether  the  glasses  are  affording  him  the  requisite  relief;  whether 
we  have  perhaps  prescribed  a  too  weak  or  too  strong  pair, 
and  whether  they  are  invariably  worn  for  near  objects,  as  directed. 

Sometimes,  when  the  a3'ection  is  of  long  standing,  and  the  whole 
eye  seems  to  have  been  reduced  to  an  extremely  irritable  and  sen- 
sitive condition,  we  may  have  considerable  trouble  in  finding  glasses 
that  can  be  worn  with  comfort ;   and  yet,  if  the  eyes  are  to  be  used 
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at  all,  the  help  of  glasses  is  absolutely  required.  It  may  be  neces- 
sary in  those  cases  to  completely  paralyze  the  accommodation  for 
some  weeks  by  the  instillation  of  atropine,  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  resting  the  eye. 

For  the  selection  of  glasses^  I  generally  determine  the  amount 
of  manifest  hypermetropia,  by  permitting  the  patient  to  look  at  large 
print  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  to  twenty  feet,  or  where  an  emmetropic 
eye  would  see  it  with  distinctness.  Then  I  find  the  lowest  convex 
glass  through  which  he  can  read  the  print,  and  this  determines  the 
degree  of  manifest  hypermetropia.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases 
of  asthenopia,  the  convex  glass  will  be  about  thiity-six  or  forty 
inches.  Having  determined  this  point,  I  prescribe,  if  the  hyperme- 
tropia is  thirty-six,  a  convex  glass  of  thirty-inch  focus;,  if  it  is  fifty, 
glasses  of  about  forty-inch  focus,  and  so  on.  Wecker  advises  that 
the  manifest  and  about  one-fourtli  of  the  latent  hypermetropia 
should  be  corrected  by  the  first  glasses  presented.  I  notice,  in  look- 
ing over  my  records  of  quite  a  large  number  of  cases  of  asthenopia, 
glasses  of  thirty-inch  focus  are  prescribed  oftener  than  any  other; 
and  the  cases  occur  almost  invariably  in  persons  from  fifteen  to 
thirty  years  of  age.  I  find  nearly  twice  as  many  cases  in  females 
as  in  males ;  but  this  is  probably  not  owing  to  a  preponderance 
of  hypermet.'opia  in  females,  but  rather  to  the  fact  that  their 
occupation  in  general,  and  especially  by  artificial  light  in  the 
evening,  requires  greater  exertion  of  the  accomtnodative  power 
of  the  eye  than  that  of  males.  Collegians  and  accountants,  among 
the  latter,  are  frequent  sufferers. 

It  will  often  be  necessary  to  change  the  glasses,  after  a  few 
weeks,  for  those  of  greater  refractive  power,  in  order  to  cure  the 
asthenopia.  Sometimes,  in  asthenopia  due  to  facultative  hyperme- 
tropia, the  glasses,  after  having  served  to  cure  the  asthenopia 
symptoms,  may  be  discarded.  The  patient  should  be  particularly 
enjoined  to  use  invariaUy  his  spectacles  for  near  vision,  and,  when- 
ever in  any  occupation  his  eyes  seem  fatigued,  to  rest  a  few  minutes. 
In  looking  at  distant  objects;  although  he  is  obliged  to  accommo- 
date, it  is  only  momentarily  as  a  rule,  and  need  not;  if  discretion 
is  used,  fatigue  the  eye  much. 

Besides  the  asthenopia,  we  have  also  to  treat  the  hypersemia 
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which  frequently  accompanies  it.  This  is  spoken  of  elsewhere. 
There  are  occasionally  also  those  symptoms  of  general  debility 
noticed  at  the  commencement  of  this  article.  These  are  of  course 
to  be  removed  as  speedily  as  possible  by  internal  medication,  gen- 
erous as  well  as  prudent  dietetic  regulations,  and  change  of  air,  if 
necessary.  I  know  of  no  remedies  so  useful  internally  in  helping 
to  remove  the  irritability  of  the  eye  in  these  cases  as  Alacrot.,  Sj)igel, 
and  Gelsem.,  when  other  symptoms  pertaining  to  the  general  health 
do  not  forbid  their  use.  When  there  is  irritability  of  the  sympa- 
thetic, nervous  dyspepsia,  irritation  of  the  uterus  or  kidneys,  and 
sensitiveness  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system  generally,  these 
remedies  are  applicable.  I  do  not  know  any  particular  subjective 
symptoms  which  would  lead  me  to  select  one  of  these  remedies  in 
preference  to  the  others,  unless  it  be  perhaps  the  single  one  of 
want  of  appetite,  or  simply  an  indifference  to  food.  This  points 
invariably  to  Macrotin  in  these  cases.  When  the  hypermetropia 
is  very  slight,  and  the  asthenopic  symptoms  are  evidently  depend- 
ent on  diminished  energy  of  the  muscular  system  generally,  we 
may  frequently  omit  the  prescription  of  spectacles  altogether,  and 
depend  wholly  upon  the  restoration  of  vigorous  health  for  the  cure 
of  the  affection. 

Muscular  asthenopia  and  asthenopic  symptoms  due  to  irritability 
of  the  retina  are  noticed  elsewhere. 
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Mortification  and  Removal  of  Fifty-eight  Inches  of  Intestine.  —  Recovery. 
BY   G.    D.    BEEBE,   M.D.,    CHICAGO. 

On  July  10,  1869,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  J.  B.  Childs,  of  Lee 
Centre,  111.,  who  was  temporarily  in  our  city  for  a  visit.  While  at 
the  house  of  a  friend  she  was  taken  with  most  violent  pain  in  an 
umbilical  hernia  from  which  she  had  suffered  since  the  birih  of  a 
child  seven  years  previously. 

On  reaching  the  patient's  bedside  I  found  a  large  tumor  at  the 
umbi-icus,  the  thin  integumental  coverings  of  which  were  greatly 
discolored,  and  were  on  the  point  of  yielding  to  the  pressure  of  a 
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considerable  quantity  of  fluid  within.  The  patient  bad  vomited 
for  two  or  three  days;  during  the  twelve  hours  preceding  my  visit 
the  vomiting  had  been  stercoraceous,  with  frequent  hiccough.  The 
skin  and  pulse  did  not  indicate  any  marked  peritoneal  inflamma- 
tion, but  there  seemed  no  apology  for  further  delay  in  ascertaining 
the  condition  of  the  hernial  mass. 

A  careful  incision  into  the  integuments  liberated  a  quantity  of 
dark,  bloody  serum,  and  revealed  a  mass  of  gangrenous  intestine. 
With  a  grooved  director  the  hernial  sack  was  freely  laid  open, 
when  I  was  startled  to  find  so  umch  of  the  intestine  involved,  and 
the  entire  ma^'s  was  not  only  quite  black,  but  at  points  was  yielding 
and  allowing  the  escape  of  foecal  matter.  The  situation  was  un- 
precedented, but  a  moment's  reflection  satisfied  me  that  the  patient's 
chances  for  life  lay  in  removing  the  devitalized  tissue,  and  pursu- 
ing such  further  steps  as  would  subject  her  to  the  least  hazard 
possible. 

With  the  assistance  of  two  or  three  ctf  ray  colleagues  whom  I 
could  hastily  summon  to  my  aid,  I  traced  the  gut  to  the  hernial 
ring;  finding  sound  tissue  there,  I  divided  it,  and  by  a  strong  suture 
secured  the  sound  extremity  to  the  margin  of  the  incision.  Then 
with  a  pair  of  scissors  I  cut  the  intestine  away  from  the  mesentery 
throughout  its  extent  until  sound  intestine  was  found  at  the  opposite 
side.  Here  it  was  again  divided,  and  the  sound  extremity  secured 
as  before.  The  mesenteric  vessels,  which  were  very  numerous,  as 
may  be  supposed,  were  closed  by  torsion ;  ice  was  applied  until  all 
haemorrhage  had  ceased.  This  was  the  most  protracted  part  of  the 
operation.  Then  the  hernia  knife  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  ring, 
which  was  freely  enlarged.  Making  sure  that  the  bleeding  would 
not  recur  on  the  removal  of  the  pressure  maintained  by  the  ring, 
the  parts  were  now  returned  within  the  abdomen,  leaving  the  two 
divided  ends  of  intestine  protruding  from  the  abdomen,  and  lying 
side  by  side  where  they  were  secured  to  the  integumental  margin  in 
such  manner  as  to  form  an  artificial  anus. 

The  day  following  the  operation  the  pulse  rose  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty,  and  there  was  some  disposition  to  singultus ;  but  the 
cathartics,  which  had  been  administered  by  my  predecessor  in 
the  case,  were  producing  free  discharges  at  the  artificial  anus,  and 
in  two  days  the  irritation  began  to  subside,  and  the  digestive  func- 
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tions  became  tolerably  well  re-established.  An  examination  of  the 
intestine  removed  proved  it  to  be  a  portion  of  the  jejunum,  meas- 
uring^ four  feet  and  ten  inches. 

As  soon  as  I  could  feel  some  assurance  of  the  patient's  surviving 
the  first  operation,  I  began  to  prepare  for  the  second,  viz,  the  cure 
of  the  artificial  anus.  There  were  not  wanting  those  in  the  pro- 
fession who  wisely  shook  their  heads,  and  thought  this  operation 
should  have  been  postponed  for  several  months  to  enable  the  pa- 
tient to  regain  stren^^th,  etc.,  and  influences  were  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  patient  to  tiiat  end.  But  she  seemed  willing  to  rest  her 
case  in  my  hands;  and,  so  soon  as  my  instrument-maker  could  pre- 
pare the  instruments  from  drawings  furnished  him,  I  was  ready  to 
proceed.  A  few  days'  delay  was  asked  by  the  patient's  husband  on 
account  of  business. 

On  July  31,  a  clamp  was  introduced,  the  blades  of  which  were 
oval,  one  inch  and  a  fourth  in  length  and  three-fourths  of  an  inch 
in  width.  They  were  fenestrated,  leaving  serrated  jaws  one-eighth 
of  an  inch  wide.  One  blade  was  passed  into  each  end  of  intestine 
until  fully  within  the  abdomen ;  great  care  was  exercised  that  only 
the  intervening  walls  of  these  intestines  should  be  embraced  by 
the  clamp,  and  the  blades  were  then  approximated  by  a  set  screw 
in  the  handles  until  slight  pain  was  occasioned.  Instructions  were 
given  that,  if  nausea  and  vomiting  occurred,  the  clamp  should  be 
loosened;  otherwise  it  should  be  very  gradually  tightened  during 
the  next  two  days.  On  the  third  day,  the  presumption  being  that 
adhesive  inflammation  had  united  the  two  intestines,  firm  pressure 
was  applied  by  the  clamp  so  that  the  parts  embraced  might  be 
caused  to  slough;  and  a  free  incision  was  made  from  one  intestine 
into  the  other,  through  the  fenestral  opening  in  the  blades.  On 
the  fourth  day  the  clamp  was  gradually  loosened  and  removed, 
and  from  that  time  the  foecal  matter  passed  freely  fnto  the  lower 
bowels  and  regular  evacuations  occurred  in  the  natural  manner, 

A  digital  exploration  revealed  the  smooth,  rounded  edges  of  the 
opening  made  by  the  clamp,  and  it  now  only  remained  to  close  the 
intcgumental  opening.  This  was  done  by  deeply-set  quill  sutures, 
on  the  eighth  of  August,  and  the  patient  departed  for  her  home  in 
the  central  part  of  the  State,  leaving  my  cabinet  enriched  by  a 
pathological  specimen,  which  is  as  highly  valued  as  it  is  rare. 
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It  is  no  less  amazing  than  gratifying  to  witness  the  happy  effects 
of  homoeopathic  remedies  in  controlling  the  constitutional  disturb- 
ances consequent  upon  grave  surgical  operations;  and  seldom 
have  I  seen  those  effects  more  happy  in  my  hands  than  in  the  pres- 
ent case,  where  Aconite  and  Arsenicum  played  so  important  a  part 
in  controlling  the  inflammation,  and  preventing  peritonitis  and 
enteritis. 


A  CASE. 

BY   CARROLL    DUNHAM,   M.D.,   NEW   YORK. 

On  October  10, 1864,1  was  requested  to  visit  Mrs.  0  .E.  N".,  aged 
about  thirty-eight  years.  She  gave  me  the  following  history:  She 
had  been  always  in  good  health,  married  ten  years,  but  never 
pregnant.  While  travelling  in  Fi-ance  in  1854,  she  was  attacked 
with  what  was  then  called  acute  peritonitis.  She  was  confined  to 
her  bed  several  years.  Partially  recovering,  she  consulted  Trous- 
seau, who  discovered  the  right  ovary  inflamed  and  somewhat  en- 
larged. From  this  time,  she  was  more  or  less  unable  to  walk,  and 
suffered  much  from  a  tumor,  which  gradually  developed  in  the 
pelvis,  between  the  uterus  and  the  rectum,  and  which  was  pro- 
nounced by  Trousseau  to  be  an  enlarged  and  prolapsed  ovary. 

In  1863  she  came  to  New  York,  and  placed  herself  under  one 
of  our  most  experienced  gynecologists,  who  confirmed  Trousseau's 
diagnosis,  pronounced  the  case  incurable,  and  advised  a  sparing  re- 
sort to  anodynes  to  mitigate  severe  suffering.  I  found  Mrs.  H.  con- 
fined to  her  sofa ;  she  had  not  left  her  room  for  a  year.  A  firm, 
elastic  tumor  occupied  the  space  between  the  uterus  and  vagina 
anteriorly  and  the  rectum  posteriorly,  completely  occluding  the 
vagina,  and  rendering  defecation  very  difficult.  It  seemed  not  to 
be  adherent  to  the  walls  of  either  passage.  Attempts  at  walking 
induced  paroxysms  of  acute  pain  across  the  hy[)ogastrium,  in  the 
sacral  region,  and  around  the  right  hip-joint;  trom  here  the  pains 
extended  down  the  groin  and  along  the  femoral  nerve.  The  pain 
was  relieved  by  flexing  the  thigh  upon  the  pelvis ;  and  always  in- 
duced or  aggravated  by  extending  the  thigh.  Even  without  the 
provocation  of  motion  there  were  frequent  and  severe  paroxysms 


312  A   CASE. 

of  pain,  as  above  described.  The  appetite  was  not  good,  and 
digestion  feeble ;  but  the  general  condition  of  the  patient  was 
good.  Nervous  sensibility  very  great.  The  pains  had  been  as- 
cribed to  the  pressure  of  the  tumor  upon  the  sacral  nerves. 

The  patient  had  a  dread  of  takin^?  opiates,  and  had  used  them 
sparingly.  I  was  requested  to  mitigate  the  pains,  if  possible, — 
no  hope  being  entertained  of  a  cure.  With  no  definite  expecta- 
tions of  accomplishing  a  radical  cure,  I  prescribed  Colocijnth  ^^^j 
a  few  pellets  to  be  taken  whenever  a  paroxysm  of  pain  came  on, 
and  to  be  repeated  every  hour  during  the  paroxysm.  This  pre- 
scription was  based  on  the  results  of  the  Austrian  proving  of  Col- 
ocijnth, which  confirm  and  amplify  the  provings  of  Hahnemann. 

Nov.  1.  —  I  learned  that  the  paroxysms  had  been  less  frequent, 
much  shorter,  and  milder;  the  remedy  appearing  to  control  them. 

March  1,  1865.  —  The  patient  walked  a  half-mile  to  my  office 
and  reported  that  she  had  had  no  pain  for  a  month.  She  could 
walk  a  half-mile  daily  without  fatigue  or  pain,  and  had  resumed 
the  charge  of  her  household  after  an  interval  of  nine  years.  She 
thought  the  tumor  had  become  somewhat  smaller.  Being  about  to 
sail  for  Europe,  she  desired  some  more  Colocynth,  that  she  might 
be  provided  in  case  pain  should  return. 

June,  1869. —  Mrs.  H.  has  just  arrived  from  Europe.  I  find  her 
perfectly  well.  There  has  been  no  return  of  pain  since  1865. 
The  tumor  disappeared  from  its  position  between  the  vagina  and 
rectum  in  the  autumn  of  1865,  and  was  plainly  perceptible  in  the 
abdomen,  about  as  large  as  a  Sicily  orange.  It  has  since  disap- 
peared entirely,  and  nothing  of  the  kind  can  now  be  discovered. 

Was  this  really  an  ovarian  tumor?  No  doubt  appeared  to  be 
entertained  by  the  eminent  physicians  who  preceded  me  in  the 
case.  Did  the  Coloajnth  cause  its  absorption  ?  The  patient  has 
no  doubt  on  this  point.  Why  should  it  not  have  done  so  ?  Because 
we  have  no  record  of  any  action  of  Colocijnth,  except  on  the  intes- 
tinal mucous  membrane,  and  on  certain  plexus  of  nerves  ?  For- 
tunately, the  action  of  remedies  is  not  restricted  to  the  measure  of 
pur  imperfect  a  jviori  knowledge  of  them. 

A  reviewer  in  the  British  Journal  takes  exception  to  a  statement 
of  mine,  that  a  remedy,  when  indicated  by  a  well-marked  group  of 
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symptoms,  will  often  remove  not  merely  those,  but  also  other  groups 
apparently  unconnected ;  in  fact,  the  whole  disease.  This  case  is 
in  point.  And  yet  I  can  hardly  doubt  that,  in  such  cases,  a  com- 
plete proving,  were  it  possible,  would  show  that  the  remedy  does 
produce  likewise  these  seemingly  unconnected  symptoms;  in  fact, 
a  picture  of  the  whole  disease.  Indeed,  on  examining  the  Austrian 
proving,  we  find  Frohlich  reports  two  brief  provings  on  women, 
both  of  which  show  the  action  of  Coloc.  on  the  ovaries.  Had  we 
well-instructed  women-provers,  how  much  more  we  should  know 
of  the  action  of  drugs  1 


AURUM  METALLICUM. 

BY  IRA  BARROWS,   M.D.,   PROVXDENCE,   R.I. 

I  HAVE  never  had  much  experience  with  Aurum  metallicum  in  the 
crude  form.  I  remember  that,  some  ten  years  ago,  its  color  was 
yellowish.  But  I  have  had  some  in  the  12th  attenuation,  and  have 
prescribed  it  in  the  following  cases  : 

Mrs.  W.,  of  N.,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  married,  nervous-bil- 
ious temperament,  and  dark,  sallow  complexion,  complains  of  a  sense 
of  fulness  after  eating,  flatulency,  tenderness  over  hepatic  and  gas- 
tric region,  prsecordial  anxiety,  depression  of  spirits,  and  melan- 
choly, with  thoughts  of  suicide.  She  has  occasional  paroxysms  of 
pain  in  the  chest,  and  especially  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  with 
pain  extending  down  the  left  arm.  The  pulse  is  feeble.  Prescribed. 
Nux  Vom.^  three  times  a  day,  half  an  hour  before  meals ;  con- 
tinued "prescription  four  weeks ;  gastric  and  hepatic  disturbances 
relieved ;  chest  pains  and  moral  symptoms  not  relieved ;  prescribed 
Aurum  met}^  morning  and  evening ;  improvement  was  soon  ap* 
parent.  At  the  end  of  three  months,  the  cure  was  evident.  It  is 
now  about  twenty  years,  and  there  has  been  no  return  either  of 
chest,  gastric,  hepatic,  or  moral  derangement.  Was  this  a  case  of 
angina  pectoris,  of  gastro-hepatic  disease,  or  of  the  two  combined? 
Would  Aurum  alone  probably  have  cured  ? 

Mary  Doyle,  an  Irish  woman,  about  forty  years  of  age ;  has  had 
a  family  of  children;  is  a  hard  worker;  and  this  is  her  story: — 

''  I  have  a  pain  in  me  heart  which  streaks  away  atween  me  two 
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shoulthers  and  edges  down  to  me  albow.  It  catches  me  suddently 
in  me  sleep,  and  I  jumps  up  in  a  fright,  wid  a  smithered  feeling  at 
me  heart  that  you  think  I'd  not  live  two  minnets.  It  comes  every 
two  or  three  weeks.  Sometimes,  when  I'm  working  I  feels  that 
crooshed,  that  I  must  set  me  right  down.  I'm  better  as  soon  as  a 
heap  of  wind  pours  off  of  me  stomach.  The  docthers  have  called 
it  undisgestion  of  me  vittles,  and  have  give  me  a  good  deal  of  pills.^' 

She  remembered  having  it  slightly  and  occasionally  for  several 
years,  "  but  it  grew  worser  afther  I  left  the  ould  country."  This 
was  all  I  could  learn  of  her.  I  gave  her  Aurum  met}'^  morning 
and  evening.  Six  months  later  and  she  had  ceased  to  complain. 
It  is  now  about  ten  years  since  she  first  took  Aurum,  and  she  has 
not  complained  of  being  either  "  smithered  "  or  "  crooshed,"  or  of 
having  pain  "  atween  her  two  shoulthers  "  for  more  than  nine  years. 

B.  F.,  of  y.  F.,  about  sixty  years  of  age,  dark  complexion,  ner- 
vous-bilious temperament,  remarkably  active,  pulse  ninety,  called 
upon  me  for  advice  about  ten  years  ago.  For  about  twenty  years 
he  had  occasionally  consulted  his  physician,  not  oftener  than  four 
or  five  times  a  year,  for  paroxysms  of  flatulency,  palpitation, 
and  pains  in  chest.  The  paroxysms  were  not  of  long  dura- 
tion, and  were  usually  relieved  by  eructation  of  gas.  He  had 
taken  considerable  digitalis,  and  some  tonics.  At  the  time  he 
consulted  me  the  paroxysms  had  increased  in  frequency  and 
intensity,  —  occurring  every  two  or  three  weeks,  —  when  sleeping, 
walking,  or  riding.  Violent  constrictions  of  the  chest,  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  heart,  extending  down  the  arm  to  the  fingers,  and  palpi- 
tation, compelled  him  to  sit  up  in  bed,  stop  when  walking  or  riding, 
seize  the  left  arm  and  grasp  it  tightly.  They  lasted  about  half  an 
hour,  and  were  relieved  by  eructation  of  gas.  As  soou  as  the 
paroxysm  passed  off  he  felt  as  well  as  usual.  No  abnormal  affec- 
tion of  the  heart,  valves,  or  arteries  could  be  detected.  Prescribed 
Aurum  met}^  to  be  taken  morning  and  evening.  The  paroxysms 
were  soon  manifestly  lighter  and  less  frequent,  and  in  four  months 
they  had  ceased.  Nine  years  after,  he  called  for  more  Aurum] 
said  he  felt  some  shooting  pains  in  chest,  and  feared  a  return  of 
the  old  complaint.  I  gave  him  Aurum}^  He  is  now  about  seventy 
years  of  age,  and  a  member  of  our  State  Legislature.     I  saw  him 
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last  winter.  He  was  well,  hearty,  and  as  active  as  a  boy.  Pulse 
ninety.  He  says  this  has  been  the  rate  of  his  pulse  ever  since  he 
can  remember. 

If  angina  pectoris  may  be  caused  by  dyspepsia,  why  should  it 
not  be  of  more  frequent  occurrence  ?  If  from  abnormal  condition 
of  the  heart,  valves,  or  arteries,  or  from  neuralgia,  why  should  it 
be  so  suddenly  relieved  by  eructation  of  gas  ?  I  am  aware  that 
a  stomach  distended  with  gas  is  occasionally  the  cause  of  the  par- 
oxysm ;  but  we  have  also  the  fact  that  the  stomach  of  the  patient 
is  often  distended  with  gas  when  no  paroxysm  of  suffering  will  be 
occasioned. 


PARALYSIS    AND    DEATH   FOLLOWING    GONORRHCEA. 

BY  J.    C.  NEILSON,   M.D.,   CHARLESTOWN. 

In  July,  1867,  a  man  of  twenty-seven  years  called  on  me  for 
treatment  of  gonorrhoea.  The  case  was  a  light  one,  and  yielded 
to  appropriate  treatment.  Gels}  being  about  the  only  drug  taken 
into  the  stomach.  Cold  water  and  a  weak  solution  of  chlorate  of 
potash  were  used  a  few  times  as  an  injection. 

During  treatment,  some  three  weeks  after  being  infected,  I  noticed 
a  slight  eversion  of  the  lower  lid  of  the  right  eye,  with  a  watery 
appearance  of  the  eye,  and  slight  tremulous  motion  of  the  globe, 
and  some  obscuration  of  the  vision.  He  complained  that  he  had 
frequently  to  wipe  that  eye,  but  that  there  was  no  pain,  and  his 
general  health  was  then  and  always  had  been  good :  he  slept  well ; 
the  functions  were  regular ;  the  appetite  good.  He  had  exposed 
himself  a  second  time  to  infection,  but  promised  not  to  do  so  again, 
and,  I  believe,  kept  his  word.  In  spite  of  all  I  could  do,  the  palsy 
gradually  increased ;  and  three  months  after  the  infection,  the  buc- 
cinator nerve  began  to  be  affected.  There  was  no  pain,  the 
motor  nerves  seeming  to  be  the  only  ones  involved.  The  gen- 
eral health,  as  yet,  was  not  disturbed,  and  the  gleet  had  ceased. 

In  March,  1868,  his  appetite  became  capricious ;  wandering  pains 
commenced  j  and  he  complained  of  sleepless  nights.  Finding  my 
treatment  did  no  good,  I  placed  him  under  the  care  of  an  emi- 
nent electrician,  whose  treatment  he  continued  nearly  ten  weeks. 
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Finding  no  relief^  his  father  removed  him  to  a  watering-place,  and 
thence  to  the  sea  shore,  moving  from  place  to  place  and  calling  in 
the  most  eminent  physicians  of  both  schools. 

In  the  autumn  of  1 868, 1  was  called  to  see  him  at  his  father's  house. 
Found  him  in  bed,  very  much  emaciated.  The  right  side  of  face 
completely  paralyzed,  sight  of  right  eye  lost,  no  power  of  deglutition 
except  while  lying  on  the  left  side  ,*  fauces  on  right  side  filled  with 
mucus,  which  drivelled  from  the  mouth  as  a  thick,  ropy  fluid.  The 
paralysis  was  confined  entirely  to  the  right  side,  —  the  left  fauces 
appearing  natural.  Some  cough  was  caused  by  the  secretions 
of  the  throat;  mouth  drawn  to  opposite  side;  mind  clear;  under- 
stands his  condition  thoroughly ;  has  no  hopes  of  living.  He  sunk 
gradually,  and  died  in  a  few  days.     Autopsy  not  permitted. 

I  call  attention  to  the  above  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  some 
information  on  the  subject.  In  a  somewhat  extensive  practice,  I 
never  met  a  similar  case.  Was  the  palsy  consequent  upon  the 
gonorrhoea,  or  was  it  simply  accidental  ?  Is  it  not  probable  that 
the  poison  was  absorbed,  and  by  some  law  of  sympathy  aff'ected 
the  fifth  pair  ?  The  patient  was  healthy,  and  very  intelligent ;  and 
he  assured  me  that  the  person  from  whom  he  contracted  the  dis- 
ease was  not  a  prostitute,  but  a  lady  who  bore  an  excellent  char- 
acter, and  a  particular  friend  of  his  family.  Both  parties  were 
married,  and  their  respective  partners  were  absent  at  the  time  of 
ihe  accident.  There  was,  from  the  first,  no  sign  that  the  poison 
was  mechanically  conveyed  to  the  eye,  nor  was  there  any  evidence 
of  concealed  chancre  in  the  meatus. 

Note  by  the  Editor.  —  Neither  paralysis,  nor  any  organic 
lesion  of  the  brain  often  occur  after  simple,  uncomplicated  gon- 
orrhoea ;  and  in  the  few  cases  recorded,  there  has  been  reason  to  sus- 
pect a  previous  syphilis.  The  symptoms  of  this  case  strongly  resem- 
ble those  of  intra-cranial  syphilitic  disease,  which  is  not  uncommon. 
Several  monographs  have  been  written  on  this  subject,  and  Mr. 
Solly  speaks  of  the  venereal  poison  as  "often  putting  its  paw  upon 
the  dura  mater."  Physicians  cannot  be  too  circumspect  in  exam- 
ining such  obscure  cases,  especially  where  falsehood  and  deception 
are  often  used  to  conceal  crime. 
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POISONING  BY  EUPHORBIA  CYPAKISSIAS. 

BY  E.   H.   SPOONER,   M.D.,   READING,   PA. 

Having  met  with  a  genuine  case  of  poisoning  by  euphorbia  in 
a  very  susceptible  patient,  I  thought  the  clinical  confirmation  of 
the  symptoms  as  given  in  the  materia  medica  might  be  of  value, 
and  that  this  drug  might  prove  to  be  of  great  service  in  erysipe- 
latous inflammations  of  the  face. 

Mrs.  L.,  while  pulling  up  plants  in  a  cemetery  of  this  city, 
encountered  a  species  of  euphorbia;  and  her  hands  became 
covered  with  the  milky,  viscid  juice,  which  transferred  the  poison 
to  her  face.  At  ten  the  next  morning  I  was  called  to  attend  her, 
and  found  her  right  cheek  much  inflamed,  and  covered  sparsely 
with  fine  vesicles  filled  with  a  thick  white  lymph  ,*  the  erysipelatous 
inflammation  was  most  marked  in  the  malar  region,  being  of  a  livid, 
or  dark-red  hue,  and  extending  along  the  outer  and  lower  margin 
of  the  orbit;  at  this  time  there  was  no  eruption  upon  the  hands  or 
wrists.  There  were  also  frequent  sensations  of  chilliness,  which 
induced  her  to  put  a  shawl  about  her  shoulders,  although  in  mid- 
summer. 

Mrs.  L.  could  not  tell  me  the  name  of  the  plant  which  had 
poisoned  her,  but  she  directed  me  where  I  might  find  it ;  promising 
to  do  so,  I  left  her  six  powders  of  Rhus  tox}  to  take  during  the 
day.  I  then  went  to  the  cemetery,  and  found  the  plant  she  had  de- 
scribed to  me  to  be  Euphorbia  Cyparissias,  L.  In  the  pathogenesis 
of  Euphorbium,  "  chilliness  of  the  whole  body,^^  and  "  erysipelatous 
inflammation  of  the  facej''  are  among  the  most  marked  and  charac- 
teristic symptoms. 

On  my  next  visit  the  face  was  nearly  well,  no  apparent  swelling, 
and  no  redness ;  but,  on  passing  the  hand  over  the  cheek,  a  slight 
roughness  was  felt.  I  now  found  the  right  wrist  somewhat 
inflamed,  and  abundantly  covered  with  a  miliary  eruption.  I  left 
two  powders  of  Euphorb.  ^^^,  since  which  time  every  trace  of  the 
poison  has  disappeared. 
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BOSTON,    SEPTEMBER,    1869. 

The  subject  of  Medical  Education  has  furnished  food  for  thought 
and  discussion  to  societies,  conventions,  and  individual  physicians. 
This  agitation  has,  on  the  whole,  tended  to  progress.  Phj^sicians 
receive  a  better  education  now  than  formerly ;  and  yet  this  very 
advance  displays  the  still  greater  wants  and  necessities  of  the  pro- 
fessional man. 

To  the  charlatan,  who  has  but  one  remedy  for  all  the  ills  that 
flesh  is  heir  to,  of  what  use  is  a  knowledge  of  anatomy,  physiology, 
chemistr}^,  or  pathology?  What  matters  to  him  any  education  even, 
or  what  difference  does  it  make,  if,  like  Representative  Morrissey,  he 
spells  city  with  two  t's,  so  long  as  people  will  swallow  his  compound  ? 

To  the  allopathist,  who  follows  routine,  and  uses  drugs  empiricallj^, 
giving  the  customary  emetics,  cathartics,  etc.,  the  same  measure  will 
apply  in  some  degree  ;  and  his  education  aids  him  much  less  in  the 
administration  of  drugs,  than  it  does  in  acquiring  the  confidence  of 
his  patients  through  a  knowledge  of  the  natural  course  of  disease, 
and  in  dazing  the  ignorant  by  the  use  of  a  certain  amount  of  scientific 
twaddle. 

To  the  homoeopathist  —  whose  duty  it  is  to  individualize  each  case, 
to  carefully  examine  all  the  symptoms,  and  properly  discriminate  and 
classify  them ;  to  study  the  drug  pathogeny,  its  relation  to  pathology 
and  its  similar  symptoms  of  disease  —  are  assigned  tasks  sufficient  to 
tax  the  nicest  discrimination,  and  the  most  carefully  educated  mind. 

Charlatans  ma}^  and  probably  will  continue  in  their  own  untutored 
ways  ;  but  the  allopathists  need,  for  their  own  purposes,  an  improved 
education,  and,  after  5^ears  of  wrangling  and  discussion,  they  have  at 
last,  b3'  the  aid  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  settled  down 
upon  this  easy  criterion  of  scholarship,  —  "  those  can  only  be  con- 
sidered properly  educated  who  go  to  colleges  which  charge  at  least 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  for  a  course  of  lectures."  What  a 
charmingly  simple  plan  is  this !  Why,  if  they  wish  to  elevate  the 
standard,  they  need  onlj^  increase  the  annual  fees  to  two  hundred, 
three  hundred,  five  hundred  dollars  ;  and  then  what  a  perfect  crop  of 
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Sydenhams  they  would  have  if  they  could  only  make  the  fees  one 
thousand  dollars ! 

Now,  as  we  have  not  always  followed  meekly  in  their  steps,  but 
have  sometimes  chosen  paths  of  our  own,  let  us  look  about  us  and  see 
if  some  better  course  cannot  be  pursued  than  even  this  "  royal  road 
to  learning." 

In  the  first  place,  what  is  a  medical  education,  and  what  does  the 
diploma  signify  ?  Is  it  simply  a  receipt  for  so  much  money  paid  by 
a  fond  and  indulgent  parent?  Is  it  something  that  can  be  won  by 
the  lucky  turn  of  a  die  at  the  gambling-table  ?  Or  —  of  those  who 
advocate  an  increase  in  the  term  of  study,  we  would  ask  —  is  it 
simply  a  certificate  that  the  person  therein  named  is  three,  five,  or 
even  ten  years  older  than  when  he  first  took  up  a  medical  book  ?  We 
all  know  the  lax  discipline  in  medical  classes,  —  that  many  of  the 
lectures  are  "cut"  entirely;  and  that  many  more  are  attended  by 
listless  students,  who,  in  lecture-time,  if  not  caricaturing  the  professor, 
may  be  doing  worse.  We  all  know  that  many  get  diplomas,  which 
count  as  good  as  those  of  the  best,  who  have  spent  the  theoretical 
"  term  of  study"  in  "  society,"  in  the  billiard-room,  or  even  in  far 
worse  places. 

Now,  would  lengthening  the  term  of  study  to  five  or  more  years 
remedy  this  defect?  Would  it  not  rather  increase  it,  by  making  the 
rich  and  indolent  student  feel  that  he  has  a  plenty  of  time,  which 
must  be  disposed  of  in  some  manner ;  while  the  poor  student,  who  is 
obliged  to  count  every  hour  and  every  dollar  which  he  spends, 
would  find  it  necessary  to  devote  himself  meanwhile  to  other  occupa- 
tions, to  teaching,  or  to  some  handicraft,  in  order  to  support  himself 
while  dragging  out  his  time  ?  All  this  is  wrong.  The  title  of  Medici- 
nee  Doctor  should  indicate,  in  the  first  place,  that  its  recipient  is  an 
educated  man  in  the  general  acceptation  of  the  term,  and,  in  addition, 
that  he  is  "  especially  learned  in  the  science  and  art  of  medicine." 
But  how  can  this  be  ascertained,  except  by  a  series  of  rigid  examina- 
tions ?  The  first  of  these,  in  regard  to  his  general  and  literary  educa- 
tion, should  be  before  he  is  allowed  to  enter  the  medical  college. 
How  many  of  the  '^  raw  recruits  "  of  our  schools  come  directly  from 
the  plow,  the  anvil,  or  the  workshop  !  These  are  excellent  places  in 
themselves,  but  they  are  not  the  places  best  suited  to  fit  one  for  a 
course  of  scientific  study  ;  and  not  unfrequently  we  find  medical  stu- 
dents whose  simplest  sentences  hurl  defiance  in  the  teeth  of  grammar. 

We  remember,  while  a  student  in  world-renowned,  erudite  Harvard, 
that  we  had  a  classmate  from  the  Emerald  Isle,  whose  rich  brogue  did 
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not  conceal  his  woful  ignorance.  He  seldom  used  pencil  or  paper, 
but  sat  doltishly  through  all  the  lectures  from  9  a.  m.,  to  2  p.  m. 
One  day,  during  Professor  Cooke's  chemical  lecture,  an  unusual  anima- 
tion lighted  up  his  countenance  and  he  drew  out  his  notebook  and 
commenced  writing  "  very  hard."  He  was  directly  in  front  of  us, 
and  we  could  hardly  avoid  seeing  his  literary  effort,  which  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  evolved  this  notable  sentence  :  — 

A  few  weeks  after  this  he  received  one  of  Harvard's  honored  di- 
plomas ! 

The  student  once  entered,  what  matters  it  whether  he  be  one  year 
or  five  in  mastering  the  science  and  art  of  medicine  ?  And  his  attain- 
ments can  alone  be  determined  hy  rigid  and  public  examinations. 
The  "  Green-room  "  we  consider  the  bane  of  the  medical  profession. 
Here  the  kind-hearted  professor  can  gently  cover  over  the  faults  and 
deficiencies  of  his  halting  pupil,  while  the  "plucked"  student  feels 
that  he  has  been  unfairly  dealt  with.  On  the  other  hand,  an  open, 
fair,  manly  concours  develops  a  thoroughness,  a  confidence,  and  a 
power  in  the  pupil  not  otherwise  attainable.  These  examinations 
should  occur  at  different  periods  of  the  student's  course.  Thus  Chem- 
istry might  be  followed  by  Anatomj'-,  Physiology,  Pathology,  Surgery, 
Materia  Medica,  and  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  ;  and,  when  an  exami- 
nation had  been  satisfactorily  passed  in  either  branch,  it  should  be  con- 
sidered final.  But  the  examinations  should  not  be,  as  at  present,  of 
a  general  character.  Take  chemistry,  for  instance.  It  is  not  sufficient 
that  the  student  should  understand  some  of  the  general  principles  of 
this  science.  He  should  be  thoroughly  instructed  in  organic  and  in- 
organic, analytical  and  microscopical  chemistry.  He  should  have 
accurate  knowledge,  especially  of  all  those  points  which  pertain  to 
practical  medicine ;  and  he  should  render  himself  familiar  with  the 
more  common  manipulations  of  the  laboratory.  Anatomy,  too,  should 
require  the  student  not  only  to  discriminate  between  the  femur  and  the 
fibula,  but  to  tell  at  a  glance  every  bone  in  the  system.  While  he 
should  be  instructed  in  textural  and  microscopic,  comparative  and 
philosophical  anatomy,  he  should  especially  acquire  that  knowledge 
of  topographical  anatomy  which  should  enable  him  to  describe  every 
portion  involved  in  an  incision  into  any  part  of  the  human  body.  Let 
the  same  unmistakable  thoroughness  go  thi'ough  every  department  of 
medical  science,  and  what  difference  would  it  make  as  to  the  time,  or 
the  amount  of  money  paid  ?    The  one  who  could  soonest  master  these 
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details  should  be  entitled  to  the  greatest  credit.  At  the  present  time, 
when  the  subject  of  Medical  Education  is  engrossing  the  attention  of 
the  profession,  and  especially  since  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion has  selected  its  educational  test,  let  our  school,  by  adopting  a 
system  of  thorough  public  examinations  or  concours,  at  once  assume 
a  leading  position  in  the  cause  of  Medical  Education. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  seen  excellent  articles  on  this 
subject,  by  the  talented  editors  of  the  Halmemannian  Monthly  and 
the  United  States  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  which  are  well  worthy 
of  perusal.  We  hope  the  other  editors  of  our  journals  will  speak  fully 
and  earnestly  on  this  topic,  and  we  may  hope  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  American  Institute  to  have  some  decisive  steps  taken  which  will 
greatly  benefit  our  cause. 


The  Eclipse.  —  This  proved  a  success.  It  appeared  at  the  time 
appointed,  continued  the  full  term  allowed,  and  performed  the  entire 
programme  laid  out  by  the  astronomers.  Unless  that  in  Alaska, 
which  has  not  j^et  been  heard  from,  proves  an  exception,  each  body 
of  scientific  observers,  that  had  a  rendezvous  in  its  central  track,  were 
peculiarly  fortunate  in  their  observations.  New  and  better  instru- 
ments were  used  than  ever  before.  The  spectroscope  and  polariscope 
brought  out  new  facts  concerning  the  red  protuberances,  the  halo,  and 
the  sun's  atmosphere  ;  while  photographs,  taken  with  an  exposure  of 
a  thirtieth  of  a  second,  dated  automatically  on  the  electric  chrono- 
graph, and,  afterwards  measured  under  the  microscope,  will  exceed  in 
accuracy  anything  that  the  most  sanguine  dared  hope.  One  result 
will  be  a  further  correction  of  the  assumed  distance  of  the  sun,  which 
is,  up  to  this  day,  more  uncertain  than  it  is  generally  supposed. 
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Petroleum,  West  Virginia,  July  25,  1869. 

Dear  Editor,  —  As  for  the  "little  letter  to  the  Gazette,  giving 
some  general  information  desirable  to  the  profession,"  I  do  not  think 
this  section  affords  much  material  of  that  sort. 

I  do  not  know  of  a  practitioner  of  homoeopathy  within  a  radius  of 
one  hundred  miles,  except  one  at  Marietta,  Ohio.  lie,  a  Doctor  Wal- 
ters (a  graduate  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Pennsyl- 
vania), is  a  very  intelligent  and  conscientious  practitioner,  and  is 
building  up  a  substantial  business  among  the  most  influential  people 
in  the  oldest  city  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 
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Society  in  Ohio  is  very  different  from  society  in  "West  Virginia. 
They  are  the  results  of  two  different  systems  of  civilization.  South- 
ern Ohio  was  settled  by  emigrants  from  New  England.  That  por- 
tion of  the  Old  Dominion  now  known  as  West  Virginia  was  settled 
mostly  by  poor  whites  from  the  "  sunny  South." 

The  medical  practice  of  West  Virginia  is  decidedly  primitive,  — 
the  physicians  generally  belonging  to  the  oldest  of  the  "  old  school." 

Parkersburg,  a  place  of  about  eight  thousand  inhabitants,  is  the 
largest  city  south  of  Wheeling  ;  it  is  situated  upon  the  Ohio  River,  at 
the  junction  of  the  Little  Kanawha,  and  is  an  aspirant  for  the  renown 
of  being  the  capital  of  the  State.  This  city  has  no  practitioner  of 
homoeopathy.  It  is  a  growing  place,  and  may  possibly,  in  a  few  years, 
be  regenerated  by  Northern  energy,  and  rescued  from  that  condition 
of  stagnation  which  prevails  in  most  Southern  towns  and  cities. 

Under  the  old  regime  no  Northern  man  could  be  induced  to  plant 
himself  here,  and  indeed  to-day  the  social  atmosphere  is  better  adapted 
to  those  who  are  born  and  bred  South.  The  time  was,  and  quite  re- 
cently, when  no  new-comer  need  hope  for  affiliation  here  without 
adopting  the  habits  of  the  "  chivalry."  He  should  handle  a  "  deck" 
of  cards  like  an  expert,  and,  above  all  other  accomplishments,  be  fully 
posted  in  the  aristocratic  game  called  "  poker."  He  should  be  able  to 
toss  off  whiskey  "  straight"  b}^  the  tumblerful  and  repeat ;  something 
of  an  adept  in  the  mj'steries  of  cock  "  and  other  "  fighting  ;  be  able  to 
damn  a  nigger  manfully,  to  despise  with  unutterable  contempt  legal 
amalgamation,  and  be  possessor  of  that  power  of  endurance  which 
would  enable  him  to  sit  upon  his  hard-bottomed  chair  as  long  as  the 

best  of  them,  and  to  smoke  like like well,  like   our  illustrious 

President.      If  you   know  of  any  such,    send   him  to  Parkersburg. 
Fees  are  high,  and  the  laws  are  rigid  ;  whiskey  is  cheap,  and  so  is  life. 

If  West  Virginia  afforded  any  items  of  interest  to  the  profession,  I 
would  gladly  accept  j^our  invitation  and  send  them  to  the  Gazette^  but 
"  she  don't."  I  forgot  to  mention  that  West  Virginia  abounds  in  myri- 
ads of  the  most  robust  and  lusty  fleas  ever  seen. 

Yours,  &c.,  M. 


AN  APPEAL 

TO    THE    MEMBERS    OF    THE    MASSACHUSETTS    HOMCEOPHATIC    MEDICAL 
SOCIETr    FROM   THE    COMMITTEE    ON    MATERIA    MEDICA. 

By  this  time  every  member  of  the  Society  will  have  received 
a  circular  from  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Materia  Medica. 
These  circulars  were  all  written  ;  and,  the  number  being  large,  the 
recipients  will  pardon  the  brevity  of  expression.  The  Committee 
could  easily  have  had  them  printed,  but  feared  that  they  would  share 
the  fate  of  printed  circulars  in  general,  and  be  thrown  aside  unread. 

The  object  of  this  appeal  is  to  inform  the  members  of  this  Society 
that  we  expect  action  on  their  part,  in  place  of  the  apathy  experienced 
by  this  and  other  committees  hitherto.  As  a  rule,  the  majority  of 
members  of  societies  are  passive,  awaiting  action  from  the  few,  upon 
whom  is  imposed  the  burden  of  collecting  all  important  facts.     The 


I 


CORRESPONDENCE.  323 

Committee  of  Materia  Medica  feel  disposed  to  make  every  reason- 
able exertion  to  secure  valuable  material  for  presentation  to  the 
Society  ;  but  it  is  perfectly  evident  to  every  one,  that  the  value  of 
such  material,  when  collected  by  three  such  individuals,  is  little 
when  compared  with  what  might  be  collected  through  the  united 
efforts  of  forty  or  sixty  practitioners.  In  view  of  these  contingencies, 
the  Committee  would  feel  constrained  to  discontinue  its  labors,  unless 
active  assistance  is  afforded  by  other  members  of  the  Society. 

It  is  necessary  incessantly  to  strengthen,  by  concert  of  action,  the 
principles  that  bind  us.  Without  such  action,  "  Similia  Similibus  " 
is  in  danger  of  becoming  a  mere  rall^ang-word  of  a  party.  It  is  the 
duty  of  this  Committee  to  see  that  the  truth,  which  our  law  of  cure 
proclaims,  shall  be  realized ;  hence  we  would  urge  that  every  one 
should  furnish  us  with  the  most  reliable  clinical  experience  at  his 
command. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that,  as  our  materia  medica  increases  in  bulk,  it 
may  become  unreliable  unless  the  numerous  provings,  which  we  already 
possess  be  confirmed  by  practical  clinical  experiences.  While  we 
would  not  discourage  the  proving  of  new  drugs,  we  would  most  par- 
ticularly recommend  verification  of  the  material  already  in  our  pos- 
session. 

In  order  to  concentrate  the  efforts  of  the  members  of  this  Society 
on  one  point  at  a  time,  the  Committee  has  decided  to  call  upon  practi- 
tioners to  corroborate  the  provings  of  Ignatia  amara  and  of  Baptisia 
TiNCTORiA.  The  Committee  desire  that  each  physician  should  fur- 
nish well-observed  clinical  cases,  copied  from  his  diary ^  illustrating 
the  action  of  the  above-named  drugs.  The  cases  should  be  concisely 
reported,  stating  in  italicized  words  the  indications  upon  which  the 
prescription  was  based.  It  is  especially  important  to  kngw  what  par- 
ticular symptoms  of  the  pathogenesis  of  the  above  medicines  led  to 
cures  in  disease.  It  should  also  be  determined  where,  and  under 
what  conditions,  prescriptions,  carefully  made  according  to  "prov- 
ings," failed  to  cure. 

This  is  briefly  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  the  Bureau  of  Materia 
Medica  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  so  forcibly  set 
forth  by  Dr.  W.  E.  Payne,  of  Bath.  All  other  societies  should  act  in 
harmony  with  the  principal  association,  and  progress  toward  the  same 
point.  Therefore  we  exhort  this  State  Society  to  co-operate  with  us  in 
a  body.  If  each  member  will  furnish  but  one  well-recorded  case, 
confirming  or  disproving  a  symptom  recorded  in  the  pathogenesis  of 
the  above-named  drugs,  as  much  will  be  accomplished  in  a  short  time 
as  would  have  required  the  lifetime  of  a  single  individual.  What  has 
been  done  hitherto  was  done  by  single  individuals ;  but  your  Com- 
mittee has  not  yet  abandoned  the  hope  that  organized  societies  will 
work  as  a  body.  Such  efforts  alone  give  the  weight  of  authority  to  a 
work. 

Your  Committee  will  accredit  to  each  contributor  the  facts  he  may  fur- 
nish towards  the  improvement  and  verification  of  our  Materia  Medica. 

C.  WESSELHOEFT,  M.D., 
A.  M.  GUSHING,  M.D., 
A.  E.  SQUIER,  M.D., 

Vommittee  of  Materia  Medica, 
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THE    BOSTON    ACADEMY   OF    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICINE. 
Reported  by  A.  F.  Squier,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

May  24,  1869.  —  Dr.  Squier  exhibited  a  pathological  specimen  of 
partial  stricture  of  the  small  intestine,  and  of  fibrous  degeneration 
of  the  pancreas  which  he  had  removed  from  the  body  of  a  patient  of 
Dr.  Gregg's. 

Dr.  Gregg  was  able  to  give  but  a  very  incomplete  history  of  the 
case,  as  it  had  been  under  his  charge  but  a  short  time.  About  a  year 
previous  to  his  death  the  patient  had  had  inflammation  of  the  bowels, 
and  since  then  had  never  been  well.  Dr.  Gregg  first  saw  him  during 
an  attack  of  what  was  called  "  colic."  There  was  then  constant 
vomiting  of  the  ingesta,  complete  constipation,  and  intense  pain  in 
the  bowels.  There  was  a  slight  distension  of  the  abdomen,  and  at 
times  a  loud  gurgling  sound  could  be  heard  there.  From  the  pecul- 
iarity of  this  sound,  as  well  as  from  the  other  S3^mptoms  exhibited, 
he  at  once  diagnosed  incomplete  stricture  of  the  intestine.  The  pain- 
ful symptoms  were  relieved  by  the  medicine  administered,  and  the 
patient  was  nourished  by  enemata  of  beef-tea.  During  Dr.  Gregg's 
late  absence  from  Boston,  the  patient  had  been  attended  by  several 
different  physicians,  who  administered  cathartics.  The  vomiting  and 
distress  were  very  much  increased  by  this  treatment ;  and,  upon 
his  return  he  found  the  patient  almost  constantly  vomiting,  and  very 
much  reduced  in  strength.  He  gave  himVeratrum  alb.  and  Kreasotum 
in  alternation  every  two  hours,  and  for  the  four  succeeding  days  he 
did  not  vomit  at  all,  but  was  comparatively  comfortable.  Up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  soon  after  this,  there  had  been  no 
evacuation  from  the  bowels  for  about  seven  weeks,  notwithstanding 
the  various  means  which  had  been  employed  but  too  faithfully  to 
effect  this  result. 

Upon  opening  the  abdomen  the  intestines  were  found  not  covered 
by  the  omentum,  which  had  passed  behind  them  and  become  adherent 
to  some  of  their  folds.  At  the  points  of  adhesion  it  was  very  much 
thickened  by  re-duplications,  and  the  addition  of  adipose  tissue, 
being  in  some  places  as  much  as  an  inch  and  a  half  in  thickness. 

The  stomach  and  intestines,  as  far  as  the  middle  of  the  jejunum, 
were  dark-bluish  in  aspect,  and  very  much  distended  with  a  dark 
chocolate-colored  fluid,  having  a  faecal  odor.  At  this  point,  as  men- 
tioned above,  the  omentum  was  much  thickened  and  adherent  to  some 
folds  of  the  jejunum.  Here  the  gut  was  narrowed  by  what  seemed  to 
have  been  an  atrophy  or  absorption  of  its  walls,  with  but  little,  if  any, 
inflammatory  hardening.  The  constricted  portion  was  about  half  an 
inch  in  length,  with  an  external  diameter  of  about  a  fourth  of  an  inch, 
and  the  caliber  of  the  passage  was  narrowed  to  the  size  of  a  knitting- 
needle.  Below  this  point  the  small  intestine  was  very  much  dimin- 
ished in  size,  and  empty.  The  colon  was  also  much  smaller  than 
usual.     Its  transverse  portion  presented  another  constriction,  similar 
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to  that  of  the  small  intestine,  through  which  the  finger  could  with 
difficulty  be  forced.  The  mesentery,  especiallj^  at  its  junction  with 
the  intestine,  was  much  loaded  with  fat ;  and  the  glands,  which  are 
here  generally  abundat,  were  not  seen  at  all,  —  at  least,  not  in  their 
natural  condition,  —  having  been  apparently  replaced  by  little  nodules 
of  fat.  Upon  other  portions  of  the  mesentery  were  seen  little  round 
whitish  bodies,  about  two  lines  in  thickness  and  from  three  to  six 
lines  in  diameter.  As  they  occupied  the  usual  position  of  the  mesen- 
teric glands,  and  as  nothing  else  corresponding  to  those  glands  could 
be  seen,  it  was  concluded  that  these  bodies  were  the  remains  of  the 
lymphatics  of  the  mesentery.  Similar  bodies  were  noticed  upon  the 
intestines,  especially  upon  the  dilated  portion  above  the  stricture. 
The  lower  part  of  the  colon  and  the  rectum  contained  some  lumps  of 
perfectly  formed  fteces. 

The  pancreas  was  changed  into  a  mere  fibrous  cord.  It  was  about 
four  inches  long,  and  the  intervening  spaces  between  its  extremities 
and  the  duodenum  and  spleen  were  filled  up  with  fatty  and  areolar 
tissue.  At  its  thickest  pait,  which  was  the  body,  it  was  about  half 
an  inch  in  diameter ;  while  the  extremities  of  the  organ  were  not 
riiore  than  three  lines  in  thickness.  It  was  extremely  hard  and 
unyielding,  and  its  section  presented  a  bluish  appearance,  as  if  from 
pigmentary  deposit.  Under  the  microscope  it  was  found  to  consist 
of  closely  reticulated  fibrous  tissue,  some  fat  globules,  and  a  few 
nucleated  cells,  with  one  or  two  nucleoli.  The  liver,  spleen,  and 
kidneys  were  healthy.  The  peritoneum  did  not  show  evidences  of 
inflammation. 

Dr.  Gregg  reported  a  case  of  apparently  a  second  attack  of  scarla- 
tina in  a  child  eight  years  old.  About  the  middle  of  January  last  she 
had  what  was  supposed  by  her  physician  to  be  scarlatina.  During  the 
attack  there  was  sore  throat.  This  was  followed  by  desquamation  of 
the  cuticle,  and  a  tonic  contraction  of  the  flexor  muscles  of  one  thigh. 
This  last  difficulty  was  exceedingly  painful,  but  she  is  now  almost  en- 
tirely recovered  from  it.  Some  three  weeks  ago  he  was  called  to  the 
child,  and  found  she  had  scarlet  fever  again.  The  eruption  was  fully 
out,  the  body  being  of  one  continuous  redness,  while  on  the  limbs  it 
was  more  diff'used.  From  the  statements  made  by  the  family,  he  had 
very  little  doubt  that  the  disease  which  she  had  in  January  was  really 
scarlet  fever,  and  that  this  was  a  second  attack  of  the  same.  Dr. 
Gregg  said  that  he  had  seen  cases,  occurring  during  an  epidemic  of 
scarlatina,  in  which  a  scarlet  eruption  would  appear  several  succes- 
sive times  on  various  parts  of  the  body  in  the  same  person  ;  but  he 
had  never  before  witnessed  a  case  in  which  the  same  patient  experi- 
enced two  distinct  and  well-marked  visitations  of  the  fever.  He  had 
had  under  his  charge  at  one  time  a  family  of  several  children  who  were 
successively  attacked  with  the  fever ;  but  in  no  two  instances  were  the 
symptoms  alike,  nor  was  the  time  of  the  appearance  of  the  eruption 
suggestive  of  any  definite  period  of  incubation  or  invasion.  In  some 
of  the  cases,  the  disease  declared  itself  on  the  second  or  third  day  after 
the  first  child  was  taken  ;  others  were  affected  at  later  periods,  varying 
from  one  to  three  weeks.    From  these  facts,  and  some  others  which  he 
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had  stated  before  the  Academy  at  a  previous  meeting,  he  thought  that 
too  much  importance  had  been  attached  to  the  supposed  fact  that  the 
disease  has  a  certain  regular  period  of  incubation.  He  thought  it 
might  occur  at  any  period  from  one  or  two  days  to  as  many  weeks 
alter  exposure  to  its  miasm,  the  time  of  its  access  being  determined 
by  the  greater  or  less  virulence  of  the  poison,  and  the  condition  of  the 
patient.  He  thought  also  that  its  contagiousness  had  been  much  over- 
estimated, and  that  it  was  but  little  more  so  than  typhoid  fever. 

Dr.  Geist  stated  that  at  one  time  two  members  of  his  family  had 
the  disease,  —  one  severely,  the  other  but  lightly  ;  about  a  year  after- 
wards the  one  who  had  had  it  lightly  was  again  attacked,  and  had  it 
quite  severely. 

Dr.  Russell  said  that  some  twenty  years  ago,  while  in  Waltham,  he 
knew  of  several  deaths  from  second  attacks  of  scarlatina  during  a 
severe  epidemic  which  prevailed  at  that  time. 

Dr.  Burpee  stated  that  he  had  a  patient,  a  child,  who  had  had  three 
distinct  and  moderately  severe  attacks  of  scarlatina.  Each  one  seemed 
to  be  about  as  severe  and  well  marked  as  the  others. 

Dr.  Humphrey  had  had  a  case  of  what  he  then  considered  to  be 
scarlatina  in  a  child  three  years  old.  Two  years  afterwards  it  was 
again  taken  with  the  usual  symptoms  of  the  disease,  though  no  erup- 
tion appeared,  and  the  child  died  in  forty  hours.  He  had  always  since 
been  of  the  opinion  that  the  first  attack  was  not  scarlatina,  although 
it  was  accompanied  by  sore  throat,  and  followed  by  desquamation. 
He  thought  it  was  very  easy  in  some  cases  to  mistake  roseola  for 
scarlatina. 

Dr.  Woodvine  was  also  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  very  easy  to  con- 
•  found  roseola  with  scarlatina.  Between  severe  cases  of  the  former 
disease  and  mild  ones  of  the  latter  there  exist  but  few,  if  an}^,  charac- 
teristic differences  in  the  appearances,  or  in  the  general  course  of  the 
two  diseases.  Without  wishing  to  state  as  his  belief  that  scarlatina 
does  not  occur  twice  in  the  same  person,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  it  very  rarely  happened,  and  that  the  similarit}^  between  the  two 
diseases  above  noted  would  account  in  part  for  the  frequenc}^  with 
which  it  is  supposed  to  occur.  Flint  admits  that  it  may  occur  more 
than  once,  and  cites  the  case  of  Dr.  Richardson,  who  said  he  had  it  three 
times.  The  same  author  also  gives  two  well-authenticated  instances 
where  the  disease  appeared  twent3^-four  hours  after  exposure. 

The  discussion  then  turned  upon  the  treatment  of  scarlatina. 

Dr.  Gregg  said  that  he  never  gave  Belladonna  as  a  prophylactic 
now,  and  very  rarely  indeed  found  it  indicated  in  the  treatment. 

Dr.  Ahlborn  said  that,  so  long  as  the  pathogenetic  symptoms  of 
Belladonna  do  not  correspond  with  those  of  the  disease,  it  was  folly 
to  think  of  it  either  as  a  prophylactic  or  curative  agent.  The  effects 
of  Opium  much  more  nearly  correspond  with  the  peculiar  congestive 
condition  existing  in  this  disease,  and  also  with  the  subjective  s^^mp- 
toms. 
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WORCESTER    COUNTY    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 
Reported  hy  C,  C.  Slocomb,  M.D.,  Recording  Secretary. 

The  regular  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  August 
11th,  at  Temperance  Hall,  in  Worcester;  the  President,  Dr.  L.  B. 
Nichols,  in  the  chair. 

Morning  Session.  —  Dr.  George  F.  Forbes,  of  West  Brookfield,  read 
an  essay  on  Dysentery.  It  contained  some  statistics,  showing  the 
superiority  of  homoeopathic  treatment  over  that  of  the  old  school.  Of 
146  cases  treated  by  him  in  two  epidemics,  he  lost  only  six ;  while  of 
167  cases  treated  by  old-school  physicians,  98  proved  fatal.  A 
very  interesting  discussion  then  followed  upon  the  subject  of  the 
essay. 

Dr.  Nichols  remarked,  that  many  people  could  not  take  Mercurius 
corr.^  without  experiencing  the  effects  of  the  crude  drug. 

Dr.  Chamberlain  said  that,  when  he  is  well,  drinking  coffee  will  pro- 
duce a  mucous  diarrhoea,  for  which  injections  of  water  of  a  tempera- 
ture of  100°  at  first,  and  from  that  down  to  70°,  are  very  beneficial ;  it 
seems  to  wash  away  or  neutralize  that  peculiar  acid  in  the  bowels. 
He  also  spoke  of  a  case  where  there  was  very  violent  vomiting,  and 
pain  in  the  bowels.  Podophyllum  was  given,  and  brought  quick  re- 
lief; hiccough  came  on  and  he  gave  Carbo  veg.,  which  stopped  it 
almost  instantly. 

Dr.  Whittier,  in  a  case  of  d3"senteric  diarrhoea  of  a  typhoid  char- 
acter, in  an  old  lady  of  seventy,  gave  Baptisia  tine.  She  was  cured,  and 
discharged  at  the  second  visit.  In  the  bowel  complaints  of  children, 
where  it  is  desirable  to  change  the  diet,  all  agreed  that  condensed 
milk  is  much  better  than  other  kinds,  if  it  can  be  had  fresh,  and  with- 
out the  sugar. 

Dr.  Chamberlain  finds  the  "Imperial  Granum  "  a  most  excellent 
article  for  gruels. 

Dr.  Nichols  thinks,  as  a  general  thing,  it  is  not  good  policy  to 
change  the  child's  diet.  He  inquired  as  to  the  practice  of  physicians 
in  regard  to  stimulants,  such  as  brandy,  etc. ;  most  of  them  do  not 
use  them.  A  few  have  sometimes  used  them  to  carry  the  patient 
over  a  certain  point,  thus  allowing  time  for  the  medicine  to  act.  He 
spoke  of  a  case  occurring  in  old  school  practice  where  the  patient  took 
three  gallons  of  brandy  in  a  single  sickness  !  He  asked,  "  What 
better  stimulant  have  we  than  ArsenicV^ 

Drs.  Brooks  and  Whittier  spoke  of  Phos.  and  Phos.  ac,  as  being 
good  in  many  cases. 

Dr.  Hunt  exhibited  a  pathological  specimen  of  carcinoma  uteri. 
The  patient  had  for  a  long  time,  been  in  allopathic  hands,  and  the 
massive  doses  of  morphia,  etc.  had  utterly  failed  to  relieve  her  pain 
and  suft'ering,  or  to  produce  sleep ;  but  while  under  treatment  by  Dr. 
Hunt,  she  was  made  quiet,  and  almost  wholly  relieved  from  pain  by 
the  use  of  the  sixth  attenuation  of  Lacliesis  and  Arsenic.  He  also  ex- 
hibited a  very  fine  anatomical  preparation,  showing  the  effects  of 
chromic  acid  in  hardening  tissues  for  dissection. 

Dr.  Chamberlain  invited  the  Society  to  dine  with  him ;  the  invi- 
tation was  accepted. 
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Afternoon  Session.  —  The  Committee  on  Library  reported  pro- 
gress. Through  the  influence  of  Dr.  Whittier,  some  half  dozen 
vohimes  of  the  Transactions  of  the  New  York  State  Society, 
covering  the  period  since  1863,  were  presented,  and  have  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Secretary  of  that  Society. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  the  New  York  Society,  and  also 
to  the  Massachusetts  State  Society,  for  volumes  of  Transactions  pre- 
sented. 

The  Society  gave  Dr.  Forbes  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his  essay,  and 
requested  a  copy  for  publication  in  the  Gazette. 

Dr.  Hunt  reported  an  interesting  case  of  typhoid  fever,  of  which  he 
made  a  chart  at  the  commencement  of  the  case  which  proved  very 
accurate  throughout.  Very  valuable  aid  was  rendered  in  the  case 
by  means  of  daily  thermometrical  observations. 

Drs.  Hunt  and  Sibley  were  appointed  essayists  for  the  next 
meeting.  « 

THE    VERMONT    HOMOEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY 

Held  its  nineteenth  annual  session  at  Burlington,  June  1,  1869, 
C.  B.  Currier,  M.D.,  in  the  chair. 

The  following  physicians  were  elected  members  : 

Drs.  George  Colton,  Barre  ;  A.  A.  Arthur,  Vergennes  ;  D.  L.  Jones, 
Bradford  ;  James  Hazlett,  Moretown ;  E.  J.  Foster,  Montpelier ;  J. 
G.  Crowley,  Shrewsbury. 

A  report  was  read  from  D.  B.  Whittier,  M.D.,  delegate  from  the 
Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society. 

The  Committee  on  Epidemic  Diseases  reported  that  scarlatina  and 
influenza  had  been  the  most  prevalent.  From  the  discussions  that 
followed,  it  appeared  that  no  part  of  the  State  was  exempt  from  them. 

Dr.  Jones  said  that  scarlatina  had  prevailed  quite  extensively  in 
the  Connecticut  Valley.  He  had  treated  a  great  number  of  cases  with 
Arum  triph.  The  special  indications  were  great  cor3^za  and  scaly 
eruption  about  the  nose.  Whooping-cough  and  measles  had  been  quite 
prevalent  also,  the  former  in  an  aggravated  form.  It  was  treated 
with  Coral,  rubr.  and  Merc.  sol. 

Dr.  Horton  reported  a  number  of  cases  of  scarlatina. 

Dr.  Woodhouse  reported  unusual  success  in  the  treatment  of  epi- 
demic and  acute  diseases.  Influenza  had  prevailed  y^vy  extensively 
all  over  the  State.  The  principal  remedies  were  Arsenicum^  Camph.^ 
/Sang.,  and  Tart.  emet. 

Dr.  Currier  had  found  Camph.  a  valuable  remedy  in -the  incipient 
stage  of  the  disease. 

Drs.  Jones  and  Brigham  read  papers  on  high  potencies,  detailing 
many  interesting  cures. 

Dr.  Woodhouse  thought  that  nature  performed  most  of  the  cures 
which  physicians  claim.  He  had  very  little  confidence  in  high  poteu- 
pies,  or  our  provings.  The  latter,  he  said,  were,  in  most  instances, 
got  up  to  order,  and  were  valueless ;  his  opportunities  for  observing 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  made  warranted  him  in  making  the 
statement. 
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Dr.  Jones  said  that  he  was  careful  to  report  only  cases  in  which 
he  had  the  most  positive  evidence  that  it  was  the  remedy,  and  nothing 
else,  that  cured. 

Dr.  Colburn  selected  at  random  from  his  note-book  several  cases 
which  had  been  treated  exclusively  with  high  potencies. 

Afternoon  Session.  —  The  following  persons  were  .duly  elected 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  :  — 

President,  C.  B.  Currier,  M.D.,  Middlebury. 

Vice-President,  J.  H.  Jones,  M.D.,  Bradford. 

Pec.  Sec.  and  Treasurer,  H.  M.  Hunter,  M.D.,  St.  Johnsbury. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  A.  A.  Arthur,  M.D.,  Vergennes. 

Auditors,  Drs.  A.  E.  Horton  and  S.  H.  Colburn. 

Censors,  Drs.  C.  H.  Chamberlin,  G.  N.  Brigham,  and  C.  W.  Scott. 

The  discussion  of  high  potencies  was  resumed. 

Dr.  Styles  reported  a  case  of  gonorrhoea  cured  with  Cannabis  ^^^^, 
after  he  had  failed  to  cure  it  with  the  low  attenuations. 

Dr.  Currier  cure'd  dropsy,  following  scarlatina,  with  Digitalis  ^^^^, 

The  society  is  free  from  debt,  and  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

There  is  considerable  material  of  an  interesting  character  in  the 
possession  of  the  Secretary,  which  will  be  published  as  soon  as  suffi- 
cient funds  can  be  raised  for  that  purpose. 

Thanks  were  voted  to  the  railroads  for  the  favor  of  return  tickets. 
The  next  meeting  is  to  be  at  Montpelier,  in  June,  1870. 

Drs.  Brigham,  Jones  and  Woodhouse  are  to  furnish  papers  for 
discussion. 

H.  M.  Hunter,  Secretary. 

THE    MINNESOTA    STATE    HOMCEOPATHIC    INSTITUTE 

Held  its  Third  Annual  Session  on  Tuesday,  June  1st,  A.  D.  1869, 
in  the  city  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  E.  Cooley,  M.D.,  of  Faribault, 
the  President,  in  the  chair. 

The  board  of  Censors,  after  examination,  reported  the  following 
named  gentlemen  to  be  duly  qualified  to  become  members  and  receive 
the  diplomas  of  this  Institute  :  Wilson  A.  Allan,  Plain  view  ;  D  wight 
F.  Brooks,  Minneaskee  ;  F.  D.  Chapman,  St.  Paul;  Thomas  B.  Has- 
1am,  Chatfield  ;  F.  E.  J.  Canney,  Minneapolis  ;  John  Horst,  St.  Paul : 
Chester  G.  Higbee,  Red  Wing ;  J.  N.  De  Witt,  Minneapolis. 

Honorary  Members.  —  George  Hadfield,  M.D.,  Cincinnati,  Dr. 
Coles,  Indianapolis  ;  N.  G.  Burnham,  M.D.,  Indianapolis. 

The  reports  of  Committees  on  Medical  Surgery  were  read  and 
adopted. 

Second     Day. 

The  President  delivered  the  Annual  Address.  Subject ;  "  What  is 
Homoeopathy  ?  " 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  elected  officers  for  the  ensu- 
ing year ; — 

President.  —  Wm.  H.  Leonard,  M.D.,  Minneapolis. 

Vice-Presidents.  —  John  N.  Wheat,  M.D.,  Austin  ;  Z.  B.  Nichols, 
M.D.,  Faribault. 
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Corresponding  Secretary.  —  F.  E.  J.  Canney,  M.D.,  Minneapolis. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer.  —  H.  Wedelstaecit,  M.D.,  St.  Paul. 

Censors.  — C.  D.  Williams,  M.D.,  St.  Paul;  P.  Hatch,  M.D., 
Minneapolis  ;  T.  R.  Huntington,  M.D.,  Minneapolis. 

Committees.  —  Materia  Medica.  —  Drs.  E.  Cooley,  Faribault;  C. 
D.  Williams,  St.  Paul. 

Clinical  Medicine.  —  Drs.  Z.  B.  Nichols,  Faribault ;  W.  A.  Allen, 
Minneapolis. 

Epidemics.  —  Drs.  P.  L.  Hatch,  Minneapolis;  F.  D.  Chapman,  St. 
Paul. 

Surgery.  —  Drs.  I.  B.  Haslam,  Chatfield  ;  I.  N.  DeWitt,  Min- 
neapolis. 

Contagion  and  its  Law.  —  C.  D.  Williams,  M.D.,  St.  Paul. 

Publishing  Committee.  —  Drs.  E.  A.  Boyd,  New  Canada ;  C.  D. 
Williams,  St.  Paul. 

Executive  Committee.  —  Drs.  H.  Wedelstaedt,  St.  Paul,  T  R. 
Huntington,  Minneapolis.  % 

The  Fourth  Annual  Session  is  to  be  held  in  Minneapolis,  the  1st 
Tuesday  in  June,  A.  D.,  1870. 

Business  of  mucli  importance  to  the  profession  of  the  Northwest 
was  transacted,  and  a  brighter  day  is  dawning  upon  us.  The  prov- 
ings  of  uEsculus  Hippocastanum  and  Phytolacca  as  given  by  Dr.  E. 
Cooley,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  are  of  great  benefit  to  the  pro- 
fession. 

THE  NORTHEASTERN  HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL  DISPENSARY. 

No.  307  East  Fift3^-fifth  Street,  New  York  City. 

This  Institution  is  appealing  earnestly  to  authors,  writers,  and  pub- 
lishers, for  donations  to  the  Dispensary  Librar\^  To  the  profession 
it  appeals  also  for  pathological  specimens  with  their  history,  for  the 
Museum.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  authorities  of  the  Dispensary  to  make 
it  in  everj''  way  a  scientific  institution,  and  one  to  which  homoeopathists 
can  point  with  pride.  The  proceeds  of  the  vaccine  matter  which 
it  offers  for  sale  will  be  applied  to  the  expenses  of  the  Museum  and 
Library.  Address  Dr.  F.  Seeger,  307  East  Fifty-fifth  Street,  New 
York. 

EDITORIAL    ASSOCIATION. 

During  the  recent  session  -  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homce- 
opathy  at  Boston,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  residence  of  I.  T.  Talbot, 
M.D.,  31  Mt.  Vernon  Street,  on  the  morning  of  June  10,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  an  Association  to  be  composed  of  editors  of  homoe- 
opathic medical  journals  published  in  the  United  States. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  present:  W.  Williamson,  M.D.,  of 
Philadelphia;  Carroll  Dunham,  M.D.,  of  New  York;  I.T.Talbot, 
M.D.,  of  Boston;  F.  W.  Hunt,  M.D.,  of  New  York;  Henry  N. 
Martin,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia ;  T.  C.  Duncan,  M.D.,  of  Chicago  ; 
and  Robt.  J.  McClatchey,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia. 

The  meeting  was  organized  by  calling  Dr.  Dunham  to  the  Chair, 
and  Dr.  McClatchey  was  appointed  Secretary. 
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Dr.  T.  C.  Duncan  then  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting,  urged  the 
formation  of  an  Association,  as  proposed,  and  pointed  out  the  advan- 
tages that  would  be  derived  from  it  by  editors  and  the  profession  in 
general.  An  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  desirability  and  utility 
of  such  an  organization  was  then  had  ;  whereupon  it  was 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
Constitution  and  By-Laws,  to  be  hereafter  submitted,  and  to  devise 
ways  and  means  for  carrying  out  the  object  of  the  meeting. 

The  Chair  appointed  said  committee,  as  follows  :  Drs.  I.  T.  Talbot, 
T.  C.  Duncan,  and  R.  J.  McClatchey. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  Secretary,  during  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy. 

ROBT.  J.  McCLATCHEY,  Secretary. 

THE  HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY  OF  THE    STATE    OF    NEW   YORK 

Will  hold  a  Semi- Annual  Meeting  in  New  York  City,  on  Tuesday, 
September  14.     A  large  and  interesting  meeting  is  expected. 

OUR  MEDICAL  COLLEGES. 

As  the  lecture  season  approaches,  and  the  annual  announcements 
of  the  various  colleges  make  their  appearance,  it  may  be  worth  while 
to  examine  the  merits  of  these  different  institutions.  It  seems  but  a 
very  little  while  since  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  first  worthy  of  the  name  in  our  school,  was  established. 
Since  then,  se'ue^i  others  have  been  incorporated  and  organized,  and  are 
now  in  successful  operation.  We  can  give  only  a  passing  notice  of 
each,  and  while  we  can  laud  no  one  of  them  to  the  skies,  each  has 
our  most  hearty  wish  for  its  success. 

Starting  from  home,  we  will  notice  them  in  geographical  order. 

1.  The  New  England  Homceopathic  Medical  College  received 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts  a  liberal  charter,  which  has  been 
legally  cared  for  by  its  corporators,  and  the  college  will  be  put  into 
active  operation  at  such  time  as  may  seem  most  propitious.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  before  many  years  the  profession  of  New  England 
will  imperatively  demand  a  college  which  shall  teach  homoeopathic 
practice. 

2.  The  New  York  Homceopathic  Medical  College  has  had 
its  charter  rejuvenated  by  the  last  legislature,  and  for  the  tenth  season 
asks  the  support  of  the  profession.  The  venerable  William  CuUen 
Bryant  is  still  the  President,  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  is  composed 
of  leading  citizens  of  New  York.  There  have  been  some  changes  in 
the  Faculty  in  the  past  year,  and  we  miss  the  names  of  Dunham, 
Wells,  Paine,  Kellogg,  Allen,  Morgan,  H.  M.  Smith,  and  Mitchell ; 
while  in  addition  to  the  remaining  old  Professors,  Beakley,  Barlow, 
D.  D.  Smith,  and  Hunt,  we  have  some  new  names :  James  H.  Ward, 
Avery,  Laidlaw,  Remsen,  Mansfield,  Tibbals,  and  Brinck.  No  doubt 
this  new  corps  of  professors  will  bring  with  them  a  great  amount  of 
zeal  and  energy.  This  college  possesses  advantages  which  should 
make  it  the  first  in  America. 
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"We  have  received  a  circular  from  F.  Seeger,  M.D.,  307  East 
Fifty-fifth  Street,  New  York,  requesting  all  who  desire  to  form  an 
association  of  the  Alumni  of  this  college  to  communicate  with  him 
before  October  1st. 

3.  The  New  York  Medical  College  for  Women.  Although 
this  is  not  nominally  a  homoeopathic  college,  yet  when  we  recognize 
in  the  Faculty  such  well-known  homoeopathists  as  Professors  Andrews, 
Minor,  Bradford,  Allen,  Lilienthal,  Burdick,  and  Kellogg,  we  judge 
the  others  do  not  differ  widely  from  them,  and  feel  sure  that  the  ladies 
who  attend  this  college  will  be  properly  instructed. 

4.  The  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia.  The 
two  colleges  of  last  year  have  been  blended,  or  rather  the  Homoe- 
opathic Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania  has  ceased  to  exist,  even  in 
name,  and  the  newer  college  has  with  surprising  energj^  taken  the  old 
place,  which  we  trust  it  will  more  than  fill.  All  the  Professors  of  last 
year  occupy  their  respective  chairs,  wiiile  a  new  Professorship  of 
Clinical  Surgery  is  ably  filled  by  Professor  Macfarlan.  Professor 
Walter  Williamson,  so  much  respected  and  esteemed  in  our  student- 
days,  has  again  buckled  on  the  harness,  and  will  give  a  course  of  lec- 
tures on  Hj'giene  and  Dietetics.  A  course  will  also  be  given  on 
Pharmaceutics  by  Dr.  Boericke,  and  on  Forensic  Medicine,  by  Dr. 
Farrington.  Not  content  with  this,  the  college  has  secured  the  ser- 
vices of  other  eminent  men  in  the  profession.  '•  During  the  winter  Dr. 
Carroll  Dunham,  of  New  York,  will  give  a  course  of  lectures  on  the 
Principles  of  Homoeopathy,  and  Dr.  T.  F.  Allen,  Surgeon  to  the  New 
York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  on  Diseases  of  the  E3'e  ;  also,  the  following 
named  well-known  gentlemen  will  lecture  :  Drs.  S.  Lilienthal,  of  New 
Y''ork ;  Henry  Minton,  of  Brooklyn  ;  Sam'l  A.  Jones,  of  Englewood, 
N.  J.  ;  C.  H.  Haeseler,  of  Pottsville,  Pa.  ;  J.  J.  Detwiller,  of  Easton, 
Pa.  ;  and  Drs.  J.  K,  Lee,  and  Pob't  J.  McClatchey,  of  Philadelphia." 

While  this  college  is  making  such  efforts  for  its  students,  we  feel 
sure  the  profession  will  liberally  sustain  it. 

5.  The  Cleveland  Homoeopathic  College  retains  the  same  able 
corps  of  Professors  as  the  last  year.  They  give,  in  addition,  courses 
on  Orthopaedic  Surgery,  by  Prof.  Beckwiih  ;  Ophthalmolog}',  b}'  Prof. 
Wilson  ;  Surgical  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs,  b}^  Prof. 
Biggar  ;  Military  Surgery,  by  Prof.  Schneider  ;  and  Obstetric  Instru- 
ments and  Instrumental  Delivery,  by  Prof.  Sanders. 

The  Faculty  propose  for  the  .consideration  of  the  profession  a  change 
in  the  plan  of  study,  by  which  the  lecture  season  shall  be  divided  into 
freshman,  junior,  and  senior  terms,  each  of  twelve  weets,  and  suc- 
ceeding each  other.  The  S3"stematizing  and  grading  of  medical 
studies  would  undoubtedly  aid  the  student ;  but,  after  all,  there  is 
less  in  a  plan  than  in  the  manner  in  which  that  plan  is  executed.  In 
another  place  we  have  indicated  some  of  our  ideas  on  Medical  Educa- 
tion. We  feel  sure  that  the  college,  with  its  continued  effort  at 
improvement,  will  elevate  the  standard  of  medical  learning. 

6.  The  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Chicago.  — We  have  not 
yet  received  the  announcement  of  this  college,  but  from  the  facts  that 
the  dissensions  of  last  year  have  been  removed,  and  that  the  college  is 
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sustained  by  an  able  Faculty,  consisting  of  twelve  professors,  three 
emeriti,  and  three  lecturers,  eighteen  in  all,  we  augur  well  for  its  pros- 
pects. A  few  years  of  harmonious  effort  in  the  mighty  city  of  Chicago, 
must  make  homoeopathy  the  dominant  school  there,  and  its  college 
one  of  the  most  famous  in  the  land. 

7.  The  Homceopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri.  —  The 
eighth  circular  announces  seven  professors  and  eight  lecturers  for  the 
coming  session,  and  certain  clinical  advantages  which  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  in  an  eastern  city.  That  homoeopathy  has  made  great 
strides  in  St.  Louis,  where  it  is  comparatively  new,  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  sixty  students  matriculated  in  this  college  last  year,  of  whom 
nineteen  were  graduated.  We  trust  this  college  will  be  kept  fully  up 
to  its  past  standard  of  excellence. 

8.  The  St.  Louis  College  of  Homceopathic  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons.—  This  is  a  new  college,  just  organized  ;  and  that  homoeopathy 
in  St.  Louis  supports  a  hospital  and  dispensaries,  three  journals,  and 
two  colleges,  indicates  either  immense  strength  or  great  divisions  in 
our  ranks.  We  hope  it  is  the  former.  At  any  rate  we  are  sure  that 
this  college,  with  so  much  of  force,  vigor,  and  ability  in  its  facuity, 
must  succeed  eventuall}^  We  can  rarely  find  Professors  of  equal 
power  with  Drs.  Helmuth  and  Comstock. 

9.  The  Michigan  University.  —  Last  year  we  thought  we  had 
a  Professor  of  Homoeopathy  in  this  University,  where  of  right  we 
should  have  one ;  but  this  year  he  has  disappeared.  We  do  not 
know  whose  fault  it  is,  but  fear  it  cannot  all  be  put  upon  the  shoulders 
of  the  Regents.  Had  the  friends  of  Homoeopathy  been  united  in  some 
proper  course,  they  could  have  accomplished  a  great  deal ;  but  for  the 
past  year  they  seem  to  have  been  quarrelling  among  themselves,  while 
the  enemy  (the  allopaths)  came  in  and  seized  the  prize.  Which  of 
the  two  factions  have  the  right  of  the  matter  we  do  not  pretend  to 
decide  ;  but  we  may  safely  say  that  the  dirty,  vituperative,  paper 
missals,  which  have  been  exchanged  so  freely,  have  done  much  to 
disgust  the  whole  profession,  and  have  sadly  defiled  the  hands,  if  not 
the  characters,  of  those  who  penned  them.  We  know  very  well  how 
provoking  such  scurrilous  circulars  are  to  the  person  attacked,  but  at 
the  same  time  if  he  is  conscious  of  integrity  and  purity  of  purpose,  a 
dignified  silence  is  his  best  defence.  We  hope  wiser  counsels  will 
prevail  in  Michigan,  and  what  has  been  lost  by  dissensions  will  be 
regained  by  earnest,  hearty  and  united  eflTort. 

In  looking  at  the  whole  educational  field  we  are  satisfied  with  our 
prospects.  Our  colleges  are  all  laboring  to  do  the  best  possible  for 
the  students,  and  if  our  physicians  will  but  do  all  in  their  power 
to  sustain  these  colleges,  the  commencements  of  1870  will  greatly 
increase  our  numbers  and  power. 

THE     AMERICAN    INSTITUTE    OF    HOMCEOPATHIC     PHARMACY 

Held  its  second  Annual  Meeting  at  Cincinnati,  June  30,  1869. 

The  following  Pharmaceutists,  having  complied  with  the  requisi- 
tions of  the  by-laws,  were  reported  as  members  :  —  Geo.  W.  Backofen, 
Pittsburg,    Pa. ;    F.    E.    Boericke,  M.D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;     Otis 
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Clapp,  Boston,  Mass. ;  H.  C.  G.  Luyties,  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  William 
Radde,  New  York  ;  Frederic  P.  Smith,  New  York  ;  Henry  M.  Smith, 
M.D.,  New  York;  A.  J.Tafel,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  A.  F.  Worthington, 
Cincinnati,  O. ;  J.  G.  Backofen,  Pittsburg,  Pa. ;  John  Boone,  Balti- 
more, Md. ;  C.  S.  Halsey,  Chicago,  111. ;  John  W.  Munson,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  ;  Matthew  Seavey,  Portland,  Me.  ;  G.  W.  Smith,  Cincinnati,  O. ; 
John  T,  S.  Smith,  New  York  ;  Sullivan  Whitney,  M.D.,  Boston. 

The  Treasurer,  Dr.  F.  E.  Boerieke,  presented  his  annual  report, 
showing  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $76.25. 

On  motion,  the  dues  for  the  current  year  were  remitted. 

The  reports  of  the  various  committees  were  read  and  discussed. 

The  Secretary  read  letters  from  Dr.  Sullivan  Whitney,  Mr.  A.  F. 
Worthington,  Mr.  Otis  Clapp,  Mr.  J.  G.  Backofen,  Mr.  G.  W.  Back- 
ofen, Dr.  E.  A.  Lodge,  Mr.  J.  W.  Munson,  Mr.  Henry  Turner  and 
Mr.  M.  Seavey. 

Dr.  Boericke  spoke  of  the  importance  of  being  strict  in  admitting 
persons  to  membership  ;  that  a  candidate  should  be  qualified  before 
he  is  elected  a  member   of  the  Institute  ;  and 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  G.  W.  Smith  and  Boericke,  Art.  YI.  of  the 
Bj^-Laws  was  amended,  to  read  as  follows :  — 

"  The  President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  constitute  an  Execu- 
tive Board,  which  shall  also  be  an  Examining  Board,  to  receive  the 
applications  and  examine  the  qualifications  -of  candidates  for  member- 
ship, and  report  to  the  Institute,  for  election,  at  any  meeting,  such  as 
may  be  found  properly  qualified." 

The  following  were  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year :  John  T. 
S.  Smith,  New  York,  President ;  Henry  M.  Smith,  M.D.,  New  York, 
Secretary  ;  F.  E.  Boericke,  M.D.,  Philadelphia,  Treasurer. 

The  Institute  adjourned  to  meet  in  Chicago,  Monday,  June  6,  1870, 
on  the  day  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy. 

HENRY  M.  SMITH,  Secretary. 
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A  Sulphur  Spring  has  just  been  discovered  in  one  of  the  streets  of 
Burlington,  Vt. 

Artificial  Champagne.  —  Belgium  Chemists  manufacture  a  cham- 
pagne which  sells  at  a  franc  a  bottle. 

Ergot  in  Purpura.  —  Dr.  Bauer  in  the  Deutsche  Klinik  reports 
great  success  in  the  treatment  of  purpura  hemorrhagica  with  Secale 
cornutum. 

Curare.  —  Researches  seem  to  have  proved  that  Curare  is  a  poison 
of  the  motor  nerves  ;  that  muscular  irritability  is  preserved  intact, 
and  that  death  from  Curare  poisoning  occurs  onl}'-  from  abolition  of 
motor  power  in  the  entire  economy. 

American  Opium.  —  Last  year  six  hundred  and  forty   pounds  of 
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opium  were  raade  from  poppies  grown  on  six  and  a  quarter  acres 
of  land  in  Addison  County,  Vermont. 

The  Maternal  Association  of  Paris  is  composed  of  aristocratic 
ladies  who  have  agreed  to  nurse  their  own  children.  It  numbers  at 
present  nearly  200  members. 

Female  Pharmaceutists.  —  A  pharmacy  has  just  been  opened  at 
Montpelier,  France,  by  Madame  Deumergue,  Bachelor  in  Science. 
This  is  the  first  establishmentjof  the  kind  in  France  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  woman. 

The  "  Golden  Yellow"  Hair  Dye  is  a  a  solution  of  arsenic  with 
a  mordant  of  the  hydro-sulphate  of  ammonia.  The  lighter  tints  re- 
quire that  the  hair  should  be  bleached.  This  is  done  either  with 
acids,  alkalies,  or  some  preparation  of  chlorine. 

Cure  for  Hydrophobia.  — "  The  powdered  root  of  the  Alisma  Plan- 
tago  or  v/ater  plantain,  sprinkled  on  a  slice  of  bread  and  butter,  and 
eaten,  is,  in  Russia,  said  to  be  an  infallible  remedy  for  h3^drophobia 
in  men  or  brutes."     Probably  not,  but  worth  remembering  ! 

Medical  Fees.  —  Prof.  Scanzoni  of  Wiirzburg  received  thirty 
thousand  dollars  in  gold  for  two  visits  to  the  Empress  of  Russia. 

Women  Doctors.  —  A  medical  college  is  about  to  be  established 
at  Gothenburg,  Sweden,  where  ladies  above  the  age  of  seventeen 
may  go  through  a  complete  three  years'  course.  After  graduation 
from  this  college,  they  have  the  right  to  establish  themselves  as  phy- 
sicians in  any  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Doctor's  English.  —  We  clip  the  following  from  "  The  Nation," 
which  paper  we  doubt  not  many  of  our  subscribers  read  regularly. 
"  Every  year  scores  of  young  gentlemen  are  sent  out  into  the  world, 
armed  with  medical  diplomas,  and  licensed  to  heal  mankind,  butcher 
their  mother  tonguCj  and  torment  every  sensible  Alumnus." 

Homoeopathic  Dispensary  in  Sweden.  —  A  dispensary,  under  the 
direction  of  the  well  known  Dr.  Liedbeck,  has  been  established  in 
Stockholm. 

Homoeopathic  Dispensary  in  Australia.  —  Within  a  year  a  dis- 
pensary has  been  established  in  Adelaide,  Australia,  by  Drs.  Wheeler 
and  Campbell,  who  hope  eventually  to  enlarge  it  into  a  hospital. 

New  Cement.  —  A  cement  which  claims  many  advantages,  and 
is  said  to  be  especially  adapted  for  sealing  up  vessels  containing 
benzoles,  ethereal  oils,  etc.,  is  prepared  by  rubbing  up  finely  ground 
litharge  with  concentrated  glycerine.  The  liquid  cement  is  to  be 
poured  upon  the  cork  or  stopper,  or  it  may  be  applied  with  a  brush. 

Hiccough.  «—  One  or  two  lumps  of  sugar  it  is  asserted  will  instant- 
ly relieve  the  most  distressing  case  of  singultus,  no  matter  from  what 
cause  it  arises. 

New  Experiment  with  Quinine.  —  The  New  Orleans  Journal  of 
Medicine  relates   the  case  of  a  hen  which  surreptitiously  swallowed 
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fifty-seven  grains  of  quinine  mixed  with  flour  and  made  into  pills  ! 
The  only  effect  produced  upon  the  poor  bird  was  an  unsteadiness  in 
her  movements,  as  if  somewhat  intoxicated,  for  several  hours.  The 
Journal  does  not  state  whether  it  produced  its  usual  prophylactic 
effects. 

Monstrosities  at  will.  —  The  recent  researches  of  Professor 
Dareste  of  Paris,  upon  the  production  of  monstrosities  in  chickens, 
etc.,  have  brought  to  light  a  curious  fact,  namely,  that  by  simply 
varying  the  action  of  heat  or  the  mode  of  applying  it  upon  the  Qg^^ 
almost  every  known  case  of  monstrosity  in  chickens  can  be  produced 
at  will. 

Rhus  Radicans  Versus  Rhus  Toxicodendron.  —  One  of  our  ex- 
changes gives  us  a  very  elaborate  article  on  the  "  Dissimilarities  of 
Rhus  Radicans  and  Rhus  Toxicodendron,"  in  which  the  S3^mptoms  are 
shown  to  be  totally  unlike.  Now  as  every  botanist,  from  Gray  down, 
who  has  practically  examined  the  subject,  and  as  every  school-boy 
who  has  pulled  the  poison  ivy  knows,  both  the  vine  and  the  tree,  the 
erect  and  the  creeping  forms,  grow  from  the  same  root.  Since  so 
many  dissimilarities  have  been  discovered  in  this,  would  it  not  be  well 
to  make  a  careful  analysis  of  the  differences  in  symptoms  produced  by 
the  upper  and  the  lower  branches  of  all  our  poisonous  shrubs  ? 

New  Bust  of  Hahnemann.  —  We  have  just  received  from  S.  Sturs- 
berg,  182  Bowery,  New  York  City,  a  small  bust  of  Hahnemann,  made 
by  the  sculptor  Schubert,  at  Dessau,  after  the  last  Paris  oil  painting, 
now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Moosdorf,  of  Coethen,  Germany. 
It  is  about  ten  inches  in  height,  and  of  a  size  convenient  for  au}^  office 
or  parlor,  to  which  it  would  be  a  desirable  and  pleasing  ornament. 
The  striking  and  peculiar  characteristics  of  this  wonderful  man  are 
well  brought  out.     It  is  sold  at  the  low  price  of  two  dollars. 

The  Empress  Eugenie  has  met  with  a  rebuff  from  a  man  of  little 
pills.  She  wanted  a  homoeopathic  ph3^sician,  and  wished  him  to  come 
up  the  back-stairs,  to  spare  the  feelings  of  the  regular  allopath.  The 
"  similia  similibus  "  man  flatly  refused  the  private  ascent,  to  the  in- 
finite amazement  of  her  majesty. — Harpefs  Bazar. 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  —  The  honorary  medal  of  this  insti- 
tution has  just  been  unanimously  awarded  by  the  council  to  Mr. 
William  Lodewyk  Crowther,  of  Hobart  Town,  for  his  many  and  valu- 
able contributions  to  the  museum  of  the  college.  It  is  a  handsome 
medal  in  gold,  having  on  the  obverse  the  arms  of  the  college  in  high 
relief,  and  on  the  reverse  Galen  contemplating  a  human  skeleton. 
The  value  of  the  medal,  adds  the  Medical  Times,  is  enhanced  b}^  the 
few  occasions  on  which  it  has  been  awarded,  and  by  the  high  char- 
acter of  the  recipients.  The  first  occasion  was  in  1800,  when  Profes- 
sor James  Wilson  received  it ;  in  1822  it  was  conferred  on  Mr.  James 
Parkinson. 

Sure  Cure  for  Hydrophobia.  —  A  Wisconsin  paper  relates  that 
the  parents  of  two  children  who  had  been  bitten  by  a  mad  dog,  having 
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been  informed  that  the  only  way  for  them  to  escape  death  by  hydro- 
phobia was  to  be  killed,  proceeded  to  dispose  of  them.  The  little  boy 
was  put  to  sleep  by  an  opiate  and  bled  to  death,  and  the  little  girl  was 
smothered  in  a  feather  bed. 

An  Example  Worthy  of  Imitation.  —  Francis  Cutting,  Esq.,  a 
wealthy  citizen  of  San  Francisco,  California,  having  been  restored  to 
health  by  means  of  homoeopathic  medicine,  determined  to  extend  its 
benefits  to  the  poor  of  San  Francisco.  He  has  accordingly  fitted  up 
a  suitable  room  at  No.  122  Geary  Street,  and  employs  a  physician  to 
be  in  attendance  four  hours  daily  to  give  medical  advice  and  medicine, 
gratuitously  to  the  sick  poor  of  all  nativities.  Dr.  J.  S  Beakley, 
formerly  of  New  York,  is  the  physician.  We  know  of  no  method  by 
which,  for  so  small  an  amount  of  money,  a  layman  can  do  such  an 
immense  amount  of  good. 

The  Anatomical  Composition  of  the  Ovum.  —  In  the  Belgian 
Academy  of  Sciences,  a  prize  essay  on  this  subject  states  that  the 
ovum  is  in  its  origin  a  simple  cell,  whose  nucleolus  is  the  "  spot  of 
Wagner,"  and  whose  nucleus  is  the  vesicle  of  Purkinje.  Around  this 
nucleus  there  is  a  cellular  layer,  a  protoplasm,  which  completes  the 
cell.  But  this  primitive  cell  combines  at  a  later  period  with  a 
nutrimental  deposit,  under  the  form  of  highly  refractive  globules  to 
which  the  author  gives  the  name  of  plasma.  These  may  combine  with 
the  ovum  in  difierent  ways,  according  to  the  species  of  animal. 
Hence  we  have  in  the  mature  ovum  two  separate  parts  for  considera- 
tion —  the  ovum-cell  and  the  plasma. 

a  curious  case. 

Providence,  July  14,  1869-. 
To  the  Editors  of  the  Evening  Post : 

Having  seen  the  article  on  "  Macaronic  Verse  "  in  your  issue  of 
the  9th  ult.,  I  am  induced  to  send  you  the  accompanying  poem,  be- 
lieving that  it  never  has  fallen  under  the  eye  of  your  well-informed 
contributor.  It  was  written  by  a  young  lady  about  nineteen  years  of 
age,  a  patient  of  Dr.  Barrows,  of  this  city.  She  has  been  afflicted 
for  the  past  nine  years  with  spinal  hysteria.  Among  the  many  curi- 
ous phenomena  attendant  upon  her  case  her  poetical  efi^usions  are 
most  wonderful,  as  this  Latin  poem  will  prove.  She  has  written  ar- 
ticles in  French  equally  correct,  though  she  has  never  studied  either 
language.  They  were  composed  about  seven  years  ago,  while  in  a 
state  of  mental  aberration,  and  entirely  unconscious  of  what  she  was 
doing. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  great  wonder  to  every  one,  whether  to  credit 
her  with  the  authorship,  or  to  regard  it  as  a  feat  of  mnemonics.  If 
the  latter,  no  one  has  yet  been  able  to  discover  the  author. 

I  remain,  yours  very  respectfully, 

A  Physician. 

Sed  tempus  necessit,  and  this  was  all  over, 

Cum  illi  successit,  another  gay  rover. 

Nam  cum  navigaret,  in  Ms  own  cutter, 

Portentum  apparet,  which  made  them  all  flutter.  .» 

NO.  IX. —VOL.  IV.  32 
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Est  horridus  anguis  which  they  behold, 
Haud  dubio  sanguis  within  them  ran  cold; 
Trigenta  pedes  his  head  was  upraised, 
Et  corporis  sedes  in  secret  was  placed. 

Sic  serpens  manebat,  so  says  the  same  joker, 
Et  sese  ferebat  as  stiflf  as  a  poker. 
Tergum  fricabat  against  the  old  lighthouse, 
Et  sese  liberabat  of  scanty  detritus.  ' 

Tunc  plumbo  percussit,  thinking  he  hath  him, 
At  serpens  exsiluit  full  thirty  fathom : 
Exsiluit  mare  with  pain  and  affright, 
Conatus  abnare  as  fast  as  he  might. 

Neque  illi  secuti  —  no,  nothing  so  rash, 
Terrore  sunt  muti,  he'd  make  such  a  splash. 
Sed  nunc  adierunt  the  place  to  inspect, 
Et  squamas  viderunt,  the  which  they  collect. 

Qui  cunq  non  credat  aut  doubtfully  rails, 
Ad  locum  accedat,  they'll  show  him  the  scales, 
Quas,  sola  trophoea  they  brought  to  the  shore, 
Et  causa  est  ea,  they  couldn't  get  more. 

— N.  T.  Evening  Post. 

Medical  Education  of  Women.  —  Mrs.  Fawcett,  wife  of  the  blind 
Cambridge  professor,  and  a  lady  distinguished  for  her  practical  exer- 
tions in  behalf  of  the  improvement  of  the  social  and  intellectual 
condition  of  women,  expresses  her  doubts,  in  an  essa}"  just  published, 
of  the  power  of  the  new  medical  college  for  women,  proposed  by  Drs. 
Elizabeth  and  Emily  Black  well,  materially  to  raise  the  standard  of 
female  medical  education.  Indeed,  according  to  English  notions,  the 
foundation  of  another  degree-granting  college,  by  increasing  the  com- 
petition, will  tend  still  further  to  lower  the  standard.  "  We  believe," 
writes  Mrs.  Fawcett,  "  that  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done  to  pro- 
mote the  higher  education  of  men  and  women  in  America  would  be 
for  the  State  to  withdraw  the  power  of  granting  degrees  from  the  nu- 
merous insignificant  colleges  which  now  possess  it,  and,  as  a  substitute, 
found  an  examining  university  of  the  same  character  as  the  Uni- 
versity of  London.  The  transition  of  the  colleges  into  solely  edu- 
cational establishments  would  be  simple  and  easy ;  the  standard  of 
attainment  would  be  immensely  raised,  and  the  value  of  a  degree 
would  be  increased  in  proportion.  It  would  be  advisable,  in  a 
country  so  vast  as  America,  that  the  examinations  should  be  held  for 
the  convenience  of  students  at  various  centres  simultaneously."  Such 
is  the  view  of  perhaps  the  most  influential  of  the  band  of  educated 
women  in  England,  who  are  laboring  to  repair  the  educational  and 
other  deficiencies  of  their  sex.  The  distrust  of  American  degrees 
is  not  by  any  means,  though,  peculiar  to  them. 

Abernethy  Revised. —  *'  Do  you  think,  doctor,"  asked  an  anxious 
mother,  "  that  it  would  improve  little  Johnny's  health  to  take  him  to 
the  springs,  and  let  him  try  the  water?  "  "I  haven't  a  doubt  of  it, 
madam."  *' What  springs  would  you  recommend,  doctor?  "  "Any 
springs,  madam,  where  j^ou  find  plenty  of  soap." 

Action  of  Chlorine  on  Flame. —  A  correspondent  informs  us  that 
Mr,  Abbinett,  of  Dalhousie  University,  Nova  Scotia,  in  the  course  of 
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inquiry  into  the  nature  and  properties  of  chlorine,  has  discovered  (  ?) 
that  a  stream  of  chlorine  will  cause  a  gas  jet,  or  any  other  flame  ex- 
cept a  hjdrogen  one,  to  assume  no  less  than  three  distinct  and  vivid 

colors,  all  visible  at  once,  viz:  green,  purple  and  white.  —  Scientific 
Opinion. 

Sensible  Remarks  on  the  Progress  of  Gynecology., —  J.  Mat- 
thews Duncan,  Edinburgh,  in  his  work  on  "  Perimetritis  and  Para- 
metritis," truthfully  remarks  with  reference  to  the  diseases  of  women  : 
"  Foolish  and  unscrupulous  men  have  a  peculiar  tendency,  easily  ac- 
counted for,  to  cultivate  the  diseases  of  the  sexual  organs.  And  the 
history  of  the  progress  of  gynecology  in  our  day  would,  if  truly  given, 
cast  as  much  disgrace  on  some  individuals  as  honor  upon  others. 
Fortunately,  its  worse  side  will  probably  never  be  thoroughly  ex- 
posed ;  for  the  fittest  of  fates  —  oblivion  —  awaits  much  that  is  now 
vaunted  ;  the  discovery  and  diligent  treatment  of  diseases  which  do 
not  exist ;  the  use  of  treatments,  the  danger  of  which  is  greater  than 
that  of  the  diseases  ;  the  recommendation  of  remedies  and  opera- 
tions regarding  which  little  more  is  known  than  their  names  ;  the 
facile  juggling  with  remedies  of  which  it  is  the  one  sufficient  recom- 
mendation to  have  a  new  name ;  the  systematic  concealment  of  dis- 
asters resulting;  from  such  treatments.  Great  progress  is  certainly 
being  made ;  but  '  blinding  dust '  is  the  chief  result  of  many  of  its 
most  notorious,  if  not  famous,  promoters."  —  The  Medical  Record, 
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Characteristic  Materia  Medica  ;    By  W.  H.  Burt,  M.D.,  Lincoln, 

111.     Philadelphia:  A.  J.  Tafel.     Pp.  460,  12mo. 

This  work  is  "  neither  a  Text-book  nor  an  Epitome  ;  much  less  is  it 
offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  Materia  Medica."  The  author  "  has 
endeavored  to  collect  those  s^nnptoms  which,  whether  originally  patho- 
genetic, or  clinical  only,  have  come  to  be  regarded  as  characteristics 
and  as  key-notes  by  reason  of  their  own  prominence,  or  from  the  fre- 
quency of  their  mention  by  the  best  authorities."  Unlike  Teste,  who 
arranged  his  drugs  in  groups  based  on  pathogenesis  alone,  Dr.  Burt 
arranges  by  themselves  those  remedies  which  produce  similar  physio- 
pathological  and  pathogenetic  symptoms.  This  classification  must, 
to  a  great  extent,  be  theoretical  only,  and  probably  sometimes  fanci- 
ful ;  yet  if  it  aids  the  student  in  comparing  remedies  which  have  inti- 
mate relations,  and  enables  him  better  to  study  their  differences  as 
well  as  resemblances,  even  this  grouping  may  be  of  service.  The 
groups  are  fifteen  in  number,  but  differ  slightly  in  the  bod}^  of  the 
work  fro  u  the  enumeration  in  the  list  that  precedes.  Many  remedies 
are  enumerated  in  two  or  more  groups  and  are  described  in  one  only. 

But  we  are  not  yet  prepared  to  accord  to  the  "  key-note  system"  all 
the  merit  which  is  claimed  for  it.     One  of  the  leading  doctrines  of 
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homoeopathy,  from  the  time  of  Hahnemann  to  the  present,  has  been 
that  the  totality  of  the  S3'mptoms  of  the  disease  must  be  covered  by 
the  totality  of  the  symptoms  of  the  drug  in  order  to  be  completely 
homoeopatbic.  The  key-note  system,  as  we  understand  it,  and  as  it 
is  exemplified  in  this  book,  seems  to  be  that  certain  characteristic 
sj^mptoms  which  are  produced  by  the  drug  are  special  indications  for 
its  use.  Thus  Dr.  Guernsey,  in  the  last  number  of  the  Hahnemannian 
Monthly^  tells  us  of  a  case  of  dyspepsia  in  which,  among  other  symp- 
toms, there  was  sensation  of  great  weakness  in  the  abdomen,  which 
S3^mptom  led  to  the  selection  of  Plios.  The  same  characteristic  symp- 
tom occurred  in  two  other  cases,  one  of  bilious  dysentery,  the 
other  of  nymphomania.  In  all  these  cases  a  high  dilution  of  Phos. 
effected  a  cure.  Now  we  all  know  that  this  is  a  very  common  symptom 
in  a  great  variety  of  diseases  to  which  Phos.  would  not  be  applicable  ; 
in  which  case  it  would  entirely  lose  its  key-note  character.  In  the  case 
of  d3'Spepsia,  above  stated,  there  were  a  very  large  number  of  symp- 
toms. Why  might  not  either  of  these  other  s^ymptoms  be  taken  as  a 
key-note  to  some  other  remedy  ?  Thus  we  might  have  had  any  one  of 
forty  remedies  made  applicable  to  this  case,  neither  one  of  which 
would  have  done  any  good.  That  there  are  certain  symptoms  more 
important  than  others  in  the  proving  of  drugs,  no  one  will  deny  ;  and 
these  have  often  been  selected  by  Dr.  Burt  iu  his  book,  but  we  think 
thej^have  been  more  carefully  indicated  by  Dr.  Lippe  in  his  text-book. 
The  book  is  handsomely  got  up,  as  is  usual  with  Mr.  Tafel.  We 
doubt  not  that  it  will  prove  a  timely  aid  in  many  embarrassing  cases, 
leading  to  the  selection  of  the  true  remedy  when  otherwise  it  might 
be  overlooked. 

Self  Enervation  ;    Its  Consequences  and  Treatment.     By  C.  S. 
Eldridge,  M.D.     Chicago  :  C.  S.  Halsey.     Pp.  64,  12mo. 

No  ph3^sician  can  peruse  this  little  volume  without  finding  in  it 
many  important  suggestions,  and  many  observations  which  his  own 
experience  must  confirm.  But  we  think  the  book  has  too  much  of  the 
manner  of  those  essa3's,  to  which  the  public  are  accustomed,  which 
attribute  a  horde  of  common  S3^mptoms  to  this  vice.  This  supposi- 
tion, were  it  correct,  would  prove  the  vice  almost  universal  with  both 
sexes,  —  a  proposition  than  which  nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
truth.  That  a  great  proportion  of  bo3^s  do,  at  some  time  of  their 
life,  learn  the  means  of  self-.excitation  ma3^  be  quite  true  ;  but  we 
believe  that  it  is  equally  true,  that  not  one  in  fifty  pursues  it  to  the 
extent  of  ph3^sical  or  mental  injury.  But  the  baneful  effect  of  adver- 
tisements and  popular  treatises,  written  for  the  purpose  of  exciting 
the  fears  of  timid  and  conscientious  3'outh,  are  ever3^  da3^  apparent. 
Now  in  the  other  sex,  the  advertisers  to  the  contrar3^  notwithstanding, 
this  vice,  we  venture  to  sav,  is  almost  unknown,  save  to  abandoned  or 
diseased  persons.  In  a  practice  of  sixteen  3^ears,  we  have  never  met 
a  single  female  patient  whom  we  could  suspect,  from  an3^  sufficient  evi- 
dence, to  be  a  victim  of  ihis  vice.  VVe  must  deprecate  the  wa3^  which 
some  physicians  have  of  charging,  in  a  sweeping,  wholesale  manner, 
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a  great  variety  of  diseases  to  a  single  cause,  and  especially  when  this 
cause  carries  with  it  obloquy  or  shame.  Probably  Dr.  Eldridge,  when 
he  shall  have  seen  more  of  professional  life,  will  find  reason  to  change 
his  views  in  this  respect.  He  must  bear  in  mind  that  his  attention  is 
called  to  the  one  stray  sheep,  while  the  ninety  and  nine  are  safe  in  the 
fold  of  good  habits. 

HOM(EOPATHTC  TREATMENT  OF  SyPHILIS,  GONORRHOEA,  SpERMATORRHCEA 

AND   Urinary    Diseases.      Compiled   by    J.   P.  Berjeau ;    revised 
with  numerous  additions,  by  J.  H.  P.  Frost,  M.D.     Philadelphia : 

A.  J.  Tafel.     Pp.  256,  12mo. 

Another  book  on  an  old  and  mysterious  disease,  whose  variations 
are  past  finding  out.  It  has  great  conveniences  for  a  text-book  :  dense, 
clear,  with  well  arranged  tables  and  an  index.  The  American  editor 
has  added  much  to  its  value,  and  but  little  or  nothing  to  its  bulk. 
Each  disease  is  described,  and  the  treatment  detailed  ;  and  this  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  summary  of  "  symptomatic  indications."  Sixt3^-four 
pages  are  given  to  non-syphilitic  diseases,  and  nearly  as  much  to  "  char- 
acteristic effects  and  indications  of  the  medicines"  recommended. 
The  bevelled  edges  and  neat  style  of  the  book  might  well  be  copied  in 
medical  books  treating  of  less  repulsive  topics. 

Homoeopathy.  By  O.  E.  Goodrich,  M.D.,  Allegan,  Mich.  This  is 
a  four-page  tract,  designed  for  general  circulation.  It  aims  to  give 
in  a  cheap  form  some  general  ideas  of  the  author,  history,  principles, 
statistics  and  practical  advantages  of  homoeopathy.  The  price  is 
$1.00  per  hundred. 

Across  the  Atlantic.     By  C.  H.  Haeseler,  M.D.     Philadelphia  :  T. 

B.  Peterson  &  Brothers.     Pp.  397,  12mo. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  fun  in  our  Pottsville  doctor  and  his  "  Amer- 
ican friend  "  —  his  alter  ego^  or  rather  his  ide77i  ego,  of  course.  We 
could  scarce  make  the  tour  of  Europe  in  more  amusing  company,  had 
we  time.  But  it  suits  our  present  purpose  only  to  walk  with  him 
into  the  "  Green  Room  "  of  the  Ecole  de  Medecine,  at  Paris.  It  is 
"  carpeted  with  heav}^  Brussels  tapestry  "  ;  and  at  the  rear  end  three 
candidates  confront  three  professors,  "  attired  in  deep-scarlet  robes 
of  satin,  and  crowned  with  black  caps,  glittering  with  broad  and 
heavy  gold  bands."  A  long  table,  covered  with  g:reen  baize,  stands 
between  these  two  parties. 

"  At  one  examination  that  I  witnessed,  on  the  subject  of  materia 
medica,  the  table  was  covered  with  bottles  and  jars,  filled  with  differ- 
ent medicaments,  but  without  any  labels  to  denote  their  contents. 
These  articles  the  candidates  were  required  to  denominate  and  de- 
scribe, giving  their  history,  chemical  reagencies,  physical  and  medi- 
cal properties,  etc.  At  another  examination  on  anatomy,  which  I  saw 
conducted,  the  candidate  was  placed  before  an  anatomical  subject," 
into  which  a  long  knife,  or  catling,  was  plunged  at  hap-hazard  up  to 
the  hilt,  and  he  was  then  directed  to  enumerate  and  describe  all  the 
blood-vessels,  nerves,  muscles,  and  organs  of  the  body  that  had  been 
transpierced  by  the  knife  ;  after  which  he  was  asked  to  expose  a  given 
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nerve,  or  arter}^,  or  muscle  ;  and,  finally,  to  perform,  on  the  subject 
before  him,  this  or  that  man's  mode  of  operation,  for  this  or  that  path- 
ological condition. 

''  After  the  examination  is  over,  which  generally  continues  about 
three  hours,  the  audience  is  required  to  withdraw ;  a  private  confer- 
euce  is  had  between  the  three  judges,  the  result  of  which  is  afterwards 
made  known  by  a  clerk  to  the  assembled  students  in  an  adjoining 
room,  by  whom,  if  favorable,  it  is  generally  received  with  demonstra- 
tions of  joy  and  satisfaction  ;  if  unfavorable,  with  long  and  thought- 
ful faces,  and  expressive  silence."     P.  96. 

Manual  of  Elementary  Chemistry.     By  George.  Fownes.     Edited 

by  Robert  Bridges.     Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea.     Pp.  857,  12mo. 

It  is  a  striking  evidence  of  the  revolution  in  chemical  nomenclature, 
that  Fownes's  Chemistry  talks  of  sodium  chloride,  and  mercuric  and 
mercurous  chlorides.  In  what  was  a  very  conservative  work,  OH'^ 
represents  water ;  and  plaster  of  Paris  is  calcium  sulphate.  These 
terms  are  not,  however,  the  newest  new,  for  calcic  sulphate  and  sodic 
chloride  are  just  now  the  ton. 

The  Chemistry  of  Professor  Fownes  has  been  a  favorite  for  twenty 
years.  It  was  his  especial  endeavor  to  present  the  facts  of  chemistry 
in  the  order  in  which  they  may  be  most  easily  understood.  He 
includes  in  it  the  imponderables  and  the  organic  compounds  ;  both  of 
which  are  depths  at  the  yawning  brinks  of  which  the  student  of  the 
second  quarter  of  this  centur}'  would  stand  amazed.  In  their  time, 
galvanism  was  where  Galvani  left  it,  and  magnetism  nowhere.  The 
size  of  the  book  tells  the  story.  Our  old  Fownes  contains  but  555 
pages  :  it  is  not  two  thirds  the  size  of  the  new. 

The  amazing  advances  of  chemistr\'  are  evident  on  the  bare  inspec- 
tion of  the  index.  The  list  of  acids,  instead  of  being  limited  to  fifty, 
extends  to  nearly  four  hundred.  In  the  place  of  one  alcohol,  sui  gen- 
eris,  we  have  a  genus  of  alcohols,  with  thirty  or  forty  species  3'et 
known,  and  perhaps  as  many  more  to  be  discovered.  The  use  of  sym- 
bols aids  in  the  study  of  chemistr}^  wonderfully,  but  the  bounda- 
ries of  tlie  science  enlarge  more  rapidly  than  do  our  facilities  for 
traversing  the  field.  No  physician  who  desires  to  keep  up  even  a 
moderate  knowledge  of  chemistry  can  do  without  some  of  the  more 
recent  books,  of  which  this  is  one  of  the  most  thorough  and  (if  such 
a  thing  were  possible)  most  readable. 

Diseases  of  the  Eye.  By  Prof.  J.  Soelberg  Wells,  Kings  College, 
London.  Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea.  Pp.  736,  8vo.  Two  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  wood-cuts,  six  colored  plates. 

This  book  aims  to  be  exhaustive,  and  bring  the  subject  of  patho- 
logical ophthalmology  up  to  date.  The  book  is  well  written  — 
_  exceedingly  so,  and  the  numerous  illustrations  are  especially  ser- 
viceable. Its  descriptions  of  diseases  are  well  drawn,  clear,  and 
concise.  Prof.  Wells  has  evidently  little  faith  in  medicine,  and  his 
prescriptions  are  cautious.  But  how  much  more  valuable  would  his 
book  have  been,  if  suitable  homoeopathic  treatment  could  have  been 
added  for  each  disease.     Thus  if,  under  the  head  of  Hordeolum,  in- 
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stead  of  nitrate  of  silver  ointment,  Pulsatilla  had  been  recommended 
as  a  curative,  and  Staphysagria  for  a  preventive,  how  much  suffering 
from  this  very  frequent  affection  would  have  been  saved.  It  is  time 
to  determine  how  much  of  this  cutting  and  searing  and  tanning  of  a 
delicate  organ  is  really  necessary. 

The  Occidental.  Vol.  I.  No.  1.  G.  S.  Walker,  M.D.,  T.  G.  Corn- 
stock,  M.D.,  Editors.  St.  Louis:  J.  V.  Hogan.  Pp.  32,  8vo. 
Monthly ;  $2  per  annum. 

That  the  public  would  be  benefited  by  acquiring  a  better  medical 
knowledge  no  one  will  doubt.  And  that  this  knowledge  should  be 
tempered  with  homoeopathic  principles  all  of  our  school  will  concede. 
Let  us  hope  that  this  new  candidate  for  popular  favor,  edited  by  such 
able  men,  will  prove  a  success.  This  first  number  contains  much 
practical  popular  information.  The  article  on  hair-washes  should  be 
read  by  every  one  who  uses  these  nostrums  with  the  view  to  changing 
the  color  of  the  hair.  The  baneful  effects  of  those  compounds  known 
as  restoratives  are  frequently  seen  by  physicians.  Paralysis  of  mind 
as  well  as  muscle  not  unfrequently  follows  their  use. 

The  Practitioner.  A  Montlily  Journal  of  Therapeutics.  Edited  by 
Francis  E.  Anstie,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  James  Campbell,  Publisher, 
Boston.     Price,  $4  a  year. 

This  English  Journal  is  republished  in  very  excellent  style,  and 
contains  many  articles  well  worthy  of  perusal ;  but,  by  the  rule  of 
contraries,  we  suppose  The  Practitioner  is  singularly  free  from  many  of 
the  faults  of  practice,  or  indeed  from  practice  itself,  being  mostly 
filled  with  articles  of  a  speculative  or  theoretical  character. 

Walter  Savage  Landor,  a  Biography  ;  By  John  Forster.     Boston  : 

Fields,  Osgood  &  Co.     Pp.  693,  12mo. 

Wealth,  genius,  education,  long  life,  —  how  many  elements  of  hap- 
piness have  we  here  !  Can  they  result  in  disappointment,  a  solitary 
residence  as  a  fugitive  in  a  foreign  land,  and  a  lonely  death?  One 
word  tells  the  stor}^ :  all  the  bitterness  of  later  years  was  the  result  of 
an  ungoverned  and  ungovernable  3^outh.  For ''  it  was  the  elder  broth- 
er's misfortune  in  his  youthful  days  that  he  alone  should  have  wanted 
the  healthful  restraints  which  the  others  underwent  of  necessity.  No 
care,  with  a  view  to  a  profession,  had  any  need  to  find  a  place  in  his 
thoughts." 

The  poet  was  born  at  Warwick,  in  1775,  and  died  at  Florence  in 
1864.  His  biographer,  an  editor  and  reviewer,  but  not  the  well-known 
essayist,  early  acquired  the  habit  of  loving  him,  and  as  he  grew  more 
unlovable,  clung  but  the  firmer  to  him.  This  volume,  a  noble  tribute 
to  his  memory,  honors  its  author  even  more  than  its  subject. 

The  Seven  Curses  of  London.  By  James  Greenwood,  the  "  Amateur 
Casual."     Boston:  Fields,  Osgood  &  Co.     Pp.  336,  12mo. 

The  '*  Amateur  Casual "  spent  a  night  at  a  London  Workhouse, 
taking  exactly  the  fare  of  a  poor  rascal  who  had  not  two-pence  to  buy 
a  right  to  a  piece  of  floor  elsewhere.     Most  of  us  know  how  he  fared 
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there,  as  published  in  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette.  This  book  is  the  result 
of  similar  painful  investigations.  His  seven  curses,  akin  to  the  seven 
mortal  sins  and  the  seven  last  plagues,  are :  Neglected  Children,  Pro- 
fessional Thieves,  Professional  Beggars,  Fallen  Women,  Drunkenness, 
Betting  Gamblers,  and  Waste  of  Charity.  This  book  is  not  pleasant 
reading,  but  there  is  a  painful  fascination  about  it.  We  must  know 
the  worst,  if,  as  physicians,  we  would  know  how  to  best  treat  the  evils 
which  we  encounter. 


PERSONAL. 

Professor  E.  M.  Hale,  M.D.  We  are  glad  to  see  that  this  indefatigable 
worker  is  in  the  harness  again.  He  is  now  Professor  of  Medical  Botany  and 
Pharmacology  in  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Chicago ;  and,  if  his  suc- 
cess in  this  new  chair  equals  his  accustomed  energy,  the  students  of  that  col- 
lege will  enjoy  superior  advantages  in  this  department. 

William  H.  Holcombe,  M.D.  We  are  glad  to  see  that  his  charming  book, 
*'  The  Sexes  Here  and  Hereafter,  "  has  already  reached  the  third  edition. 

Professor  William  Tod  Helmuth,  M.D.  When  Professor  Helmuth 
resigned  his  professorship  in  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri, 
we  did  not  think  he  would  be  allowed  to  remain  silent  long,  and  we  see  he  has 
been  elected  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  in  the  St.  Louis  College  of 
Homoeopathic  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  He  cannot  fail  to  give  reputation  to 
his  department  of  the  College. 

Mary  J.  Safford,  M.D.,  a  graduate  of  the  New  York  Medical  College  for 
Women,  has  gone  to  Vienna  to  spend  a  year  or  more  in  the  hospitals  of  that 
and  other  European  cities. 

Dr.  Ladelci,  a  homoeopathist,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Botany  at 
Rome.  —  Homoeopathic  Bun. 

Dr.  Leon-Simon  has  been  ordered  by  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  to 
deliver  public  lectures  on  Homoeopathy  at  the  Sorbonne,  Paris. — Homoe- 
opathic Sun. 

Professor  C.  G.  Raue  is  to  edit  the  Annual  Record  of  Homoeopathic  Lit- 
erature, to  be  issued  as  early  as  practicable  in  1870,  by  A.  J.  Tafel  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

Professor  E.  C.  Eranklin,  M.D.  We  learn  by  a  circular  from  this  noted 
Surgeon  that  he  has  relinquished  medical  practice  and  will  confine  his  atten- 
tion to  Surgery.  He  is  prepared  to  visit  patients  in  any  part  of  the  country. 
We  see  by  the  announcement  of  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medical  College 
that  he  will  be  permanently  connected  with  that  institution,  to  which  we  doubt 
not  his  extensive  reputation  will  be  a  great  addition. 

C.  S.  Rodman,  M.D.,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  has  made  a  valuable  report  to 
the  Scientific  Club  of  that  place  on  Lead  in  its  Relation  to  Public  Hygiene. 
In  arousing  attention  to  the  danger  from  this  common  poison,  he  has  done  a 
good  service  to  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 

X  J.  YouLiN,  M.  D.,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  has  also  been  rendering  a  public 
service  by  his  efibrts  in  abating  the  Central  Railroad  nuisance,  which  consists 
of  garbage  from  New  York  dumped  near  the  line  of  the  road  for  the  purpose 
of  filling  a  slough  known  as  "  Black  Tom."  The  stench  arising  from  it  was 
horrible,  and  must  have  proved  a  very  serious  source  of  disease.  Physicians 
cannot  better  use  their  abilities  than  by  protecting  the  community  from  any 
impending  danger,  and  it  is  a  service  not  soon  forgotten. 
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P.  E.  Johnson,  M.D.,  of  Alton,  Illinois,  who  advertises  in  this  number  of 
the  Gazette  a  situation  for  a  physician,  says,  "Alton  is  a  pleasant  city,  situated 
on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  about  twenty  miles  above  St.  Louis. 
It  contains  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants,  and  with  its  rail  and  water  facilities 
must  always  be  a  thriving  and  prosperous  place." 

W.  Q.  Mansfield,  M.D.,  is  at  822  Broad  Street,  Richmond,  Va.,  where  he 
has  been  settled  since  the  close  of  the  war. 

H.  F.  Pahl,  M.D.,  a  graduate  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  of  Phila- 
delphia, has  settled  at  Brenham,  Texas. 

E.  H.  Price,  M.D.,  has  recently  settled  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Pemovals.  —  J.  P.  Dake,  M.D.,  Vice-President  of  the  Hahnemann  Life  In- 
surance Company  has  removed  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  where  he  has  resumed 
the  practice  of  medicine.  His  office  and  residence  are  at  No.  21  North  Vine 
Street. 

H.  N.  Keener,  M.D.,  from  Springfield,  111.,  to  Pana,  111.  , 

W.  P.  Wesselhoeft,  M.D.,  from  42  Chauncy  Street  to  178  Tremont  Street, 
Boston. 

Henry  C.  Houghton,  M.D.,  to  3  East  33d  Street,  New  York. 

William  A.  Bevest,  M.D.,  from  New  York  to  Keyport,  Monmouth  County, 
New  Jersey. 

Deaths.  — In  Boston,  July  17th,  Lorana  D.,  wife  of  Joseph  Lloyd  Martin, 
M.D.,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  sister  of  S.  G.  Cheever,  Esq.,  of  Boston. 

Alden  March,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  died  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  June  19,  1869,  aged  74 
years.  A  Massachusetts  man,  he  received  his  medical  degree  from  Harvard 
Medical  School  in  1820,  and  soon  after  became  a  medical  teacher  in  Albany. 
Later,  he  was  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  Castleton  Medical  College,  and  in  18B9 
became  Professor  of  Surgery  in  Albany  Medical  College  then  established. 
This  position  he  filled  with  great  honor  for  thirty  years  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

E.  W.  A.,  N.  Y.  —  The  "  remarkable  case"  you  send  us  presents  only  some 
of  the  varying  symptoms  of  a  hysterical  woman.  Such  symptoms  might  be 
written  out  by  the  ream,  and  its  value  would  be  only  damaged  paper. 

J.  P.,  Paris.  —  Your  kind  favors  will  receive  due  attention.  Tarentula  has 
not  gained  the  attention  which  it  deserves. 

O.  C.  — Your  suggestion  that  we  reprint  "  some  of  the  works  of  the  '  old 
master'  —  Hahnemann,"  is  a  good  one.  At  present  our  pages  are  filled  with 
original  matter  and  some  is  left  over.  Should  we  have  space  we  could  not 
better  fill  it  than  with  Hahnemann's  letter  to  Hufeland  on  the  "  Necessity  for 
Medical  Reform." 

E.  G.  C.  N.  Y.  —  The  resolutions  do  not  accomplish  the  object  designed. 
They  neither  injure  the  publication  named,  nor  benefit  the  Society.  The 
publication  cannot  do  much  harm,  and  if  unmolested  will  not  long  do  good; 
the  society  can  be  much  better  employed  than  in  attacking  it  by  such  inert 
resolutions. 

E.  A.  B.  -  Minn.  We  hope  you  will  send  us  some  of  those ''valuable  re- 
ports "  made  at  the  last  meeting  of  your  State  Society.  A  resume  of  papers 
and  discussions  adds  greatly  to  the  value  of  reports  of  society  meetings. 
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The  following  Exchanges  for  July  and  August : 

The  Homoeopathic  Sun;  New  York.  North  American  Journal  of  Homoeop- 
athy (August)  ;  New  York.  The  Homoeopathic  Quarterly  (July)  ;  Buffalo. 
The  Hahnemannian  Monthly ;  Philadelphia.  The  American  Journal  of  Homoe- 
opathic Materia  Medica ;  Philadelphia.  The  Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter (July)  ;  Cleveland.  American  Homoeopathic  Observer ;  Detroit.  The 
Medical  Investigator;  Chicago.  United  States  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
(July);  Chicago.  The  Western  Homoeopathic  Observer;  St.  Louis.  The 
Occidental  (July);  St.  Louis.  The  Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review;  Lon- 
don. El  Criterio  Medico ;  Madrid.  Bibliotheque  Homoeopathique ;  Paris. 
The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal;  Boston.  The  Practitioner  (July)  ; 
Boston.  The  Journal  of  the  Gynaecological  Society  of  Boston  (August). 
Guardian  of  Health  and  New  England  Medical  Journal ;  Boston.  The  Medical 
Record;  New  York.  The  Medical  Gazette;  New  York.  American  Eclectic 
Medical  Review ;  New  York.  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Nash- 
ville Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal; 
San  Francisco.  Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry.  The  Canada  Journal  of  Dental 
Science;  Hamilton.  The  Missouri  Dental  Journal ;  St.  Louis.  Braithwaite's 
Retrospect  of  Practical  Medicine  and  Surgery  (July) ;  New  York.  The  Half- 
Yearly  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences  (July)  ;  Philadelphia.  Littell's  Liv- 
ing Age ;  Boston.  The  Atlantic  Monthly ;  Boston.  Our  Young  Folks  ;  Boston. 
Our  Dumb  Animals ;  Boston.  The  Little  Wanderers'  Advocate ;  Boston. 
Monthly  Record  of  the  Five  Points  House  of  Industry ;  New  York.  The 
National  Sunday- School  Teacher;  Chicago.  The  Witness ;  New  York.  Cin- 
cinnati Times.  —  Every  Saturday;  Boston. 

The  following  College  announcements  : 

The  New  York  Medical  College  for  Women.  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medi- 
cal College.  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri;  St.  Louis.  St. 
Louis  College  of  Homoeopathic  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  Hahnemann 
Medical  College  of  Philadelphia.  The  Cleveland  Homoeopathic  College.  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons ;  New  York. 

Foeticide,  or  Criminal  Abortion,  by  Hugh  L.  Hodge,  M.D. ;  Philadelphia. 
Anaesthetics,  by  Walter  M.  Jackson,  M.D. ;  Chicago.  Lead,  in  its  Relation  to 
Public  Hygiene,  by  C.  S.  Rodman,  M.D. ;  Waterbury,  Conn.  New  England 
Conservatory  of  Music;  Boston.  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Helping  Hand 
Association ;  New  York.  Jennerian  Medication  by  Acupuncturation ;  Albion, 
Mich.  Medical  Communications  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society ;  Bos- 
ton. Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Central  New  York  Homoeopathic 
Medical  Society ;  Auburn.  Homoeopathy ;  its  Nature  and  Relative  Value ; 
Aberdeen.  To  the  Homoeopathic  Physicians  of  the  State  of  Michigan ;  Grand 
Rapids.  De  la  Combinaison  de  L'Homoeopathie  avec  les  autres  Methodes  de 
Traitement;  Paris.  Etude  Medicale  sur  le  Venin  de  la  Tarentule;  Paris. 
Condition  and  Doings  of  the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History ;  Boston. 
City  Documents ;  Lynn.  Catalogue  of  the  American  and  European  Maga- 
zine Company ;  New  York.  Osteo-Sarcoma  of  the  Inferior  Maxillary,  by  E. 
C.  Franklin,  M.D. 

Across  the  Atlantic;  C.  H.  Haeseler,  M.D. ,  Philadelphia:  T.  B.  Peterson  & 
Brothers.  The  Seven  Curses  of  London,  by  James  Greenwood;  Fields,  Osgood 
&  Co.,  Boston.  Berjeau  on  Syphilis,  etc.,  by  J.  H.  P.  Frost,  M.D.,  Philadel- 
phia: A.  J.  Tafel.  Characteristic  Materia  Medica,  by  W.  H.  Burt,  M.D.,  Phil- 
adelphia :  A.  J.  Tafel.  A  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  by  J.  Soelberg 
Wells,  Philadelphia :  H.  C.  Lea.  A  Manual  of  Elementary  Chemistry,  by 
George  Fownes,  F.R.  S.,  Philadelphia:  H.  C.  Lea. 
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Schell,  Francis  H.,  M.D.,  Oxford,  Butler  County,  Ohio. 

Schley,  Charles  C,  M.D.,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Selfridge,  James  M.,  M.D  ,  Oakland,  Alameda  County,  Cal. 

Shane,  Smith  C,  M.D.,  Steubenville,  Jefferson  County,  Ohio.     ' 

Shepherd,  James  S.,  M.D.,  Petaluma,  Sonoma  County,  Cal. 

Sisson,  Edward  R.,  M.D.,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Slocomb,  Christopher  C.,  M.D.,  Rutland,  Mass. 

Slough,  Frank  J.,  M.D.,  Fogelsville,  Lehigh  County,  Pa. 

Slough,  Wm.  C.  J.,  M.D.,  Fogelsville,  Lehigh  County,  Pa. 

Smith,  J.  Miller,  M.D.,  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Smith,  John  E.,  M.D.,  Jackson,  Mich. 

SooK,  Henry  L.,  M.D.,  Newark,  Licking  County,  Ohio. 

Spooner,  Stillman,  M.D.,  Oneida,  Madison  County,  N.  Y. 

Stout,  Henry  R.,  M T*.,  35  Madison  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

Stumm,  C.  W.,  M.D.,  Piqua,  Miami  County,  Ohio. 

Thomas,  Frank  H.,  M.D.,  3  E.  33d  Street,  New  York  city. 

Thompson,  John  H.,  M.D.,  40  E.  26th  Street,  New  York  city. 

Thompson,  Virgil,  M.D.,  234  W.  11th  Street,  New  York  city. 

Trites,  David  Trainer,  M.D.,  4323  Main  Street,  Manayunk,  Phila.,  Pa. 

Trites,  William  Budd,  M.D.,  4323  Main  Street,  Manayunk,  Phila.,  Pa. 

Tucker,  S.  Giles,  M.D.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Underwood,  Joseph,  M.D.,  Quincy,  Mass. 

Waterman,  R.  W.,  M.D.,  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Way,  Jacob  H.,  M.D.,  Nebraska  City,  Otoe  Co.,  Neb. 

Weeks,  Lorrain  T.,  M.D.,  Laconia,  N.  H. 

Weicht,  William  C,  Angola,  Steuben  County,  Ind. 

Whiting,  Lewis,  M.D.,  Danvers,  Essex  County,  Mass. 

Whiting,  Samuel  C,  M.D.,  Vincennes,  Ind. 

Wigand,  Henry,  M.D.,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Woodruff,  Francis,  M.D.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Woodward,  Alvin  M.,  M.D.,  47  S.  Washington  Square,  New  York. 

Additional  names,  removals,  and  corrections. 

Abbott,  Jehiel,  M.D.,  Westfield,  Mass. 

Avery,  Henry  N.,  M.D.,  122  E.  27th  Street,  New  York. 

Bettelheim,  B.  J.,  M.D.,  Brookfield,  Mass. 

Foster,  E.  J.,  M.D.,  Montpelier,  Vt. 

Laine,  Edmund  R.,  M.D.,  Caldwell,  Essex  County,  N.  J. 

Nelson,  Hezekiah  Wallace,  M.D.,  Steubenville,  Ohio. 

Pease,  Giles,  M.D.,  77  Dartmouth  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Pease,  Giles  M.,  M.D.,  77  Dartmouth  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

RocKwiTH,  Frank  A.,  M.D.,  206  Mulberry  Street,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Bemovals. 

Brown,  H.  K.,  M.D.,  to  Leominster,  Mass.,  from  Waterbury,  Conn. 

Daice,  Jabez  p.,  M.D.,  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  from  Salem,  Ohio. 

Ricardo,  Nelson  C,  M.D.,  to  Passaic,  N.  J.,  from  English  Neighborhood. 

Corrections. 

Stockham,  Alice  B.,  M.D.,  Lafayette,  Ind.,  instead  of  Stockhaus. 
Stockham,  G.  H.,  M.D.,  Lafayette,  Ind..  instead  of  Stockhaus. 

Erasure. 
Bowlsby,  W.  H.,  M.D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
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BUREAU 

OF  OEGANIZATIOlNr,   EEGISTEATION",  AND  STATISTICS  ^ 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN    INSTITUTE    OF    HOMOEOPATHY. 

The  preceding  Register  of  homoeopathic  physicians  in  the  United 
States  has  been  carefully  prepared,  and  every  name  inserted  which, 
in  accordance  with  a  circular  sent  to  nearly  four  thousand  physi- 
cians, was  forwarded  to  the  Bureau,  with  the  requisite  qualifications. 
Although  not  as  extensive  as  it  might  easily  have  been  made,  the 
Bureau  have  the  satisfaction  of  thinking  that  it  is,  to  a  great  extent, 
free  from  the  numerous  errors  which  have  abounded  in  all  previous 
lists.  No  one  will  regret  more  than  does  the  Bureau  that  the  Regis- 
ter lacks  the  n  imes  of  many  of  the  prominent  physicians  of  our  school 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  who  neglected  to  reply  to  the  circular. 
Such  names  will  be  added  when  correctly  furnished.  These  should 
include  the  name  in  full,  the  post-office  address  (town,  county,  and 
state),  the  name  of  the  college  or  institution  granting  the  diploma, 
and  also  its  date.  They  should  be  legibly  written  and  sent  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Bureau,  Henry  M.  Smith,  M.D.,  107  Fourth  Avenue, 
New  York. 

The  Bureau  hopes  eventually  to  see  the  name  of  every  reputable 
homoeopathic  physician  inserted  in  this  Register.  It  also  desires  to 
collect,  and  is  ready  to  impart,  any  information  possible,  in  regard  to 
all  the  homoeopathic  organizations  in  the  United  States,  such  as  col- 
leges, institutes,  state  and  county  societies,  hospitals,  asylums,  dispen- 
saries, and  medical  journals.  Reports  of  all  these  should  be  sent 
to  the  Bureau,  at  least  annually. 

It  is  also  the  special  duty  of  this  Bureau  to  collect  all  statistics  per- 
taining to  homoeopathy,  its  history,  including  its  rise,  progress  and 
present  condition,  and  any  facts  which  can  in  any  manner  aid  the 
cause  or  be  of  service  to  physicians.  Anything  of  this  character  may 
be  sent  to  the  chairman  or  to  any  member  of  the  Bureau. 

H.  M.  Smith,  M  D.,  New  York,  '] 

H.  M.  Paine,  M.D.,  Albany,  Bureau  of  Organ- 

E.B.Thom.s,MD.,  Cincinnati,  V    ^^  aS"" 

1.  C.  Duncan,  M.D.,  Chicago,  |      statistics. 

R.  J.  McClatchey,  M.D.,  Philadelphia, 


THE  TWENTY-THIRD   SESSION 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  INSTITUTE    OF    HOMCEOPATHY 

Will  be  held  in  Chicago,  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day, June  7,  8,  9  and  10,  1870. 

I.  T,  Talbot,  M.D.,  Boston,  General  Secretary  for  1869. 
R.  LuDLAM,  M.D.,  Chicago,  General  Secretary  for  1870. 
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DYSENTERY. 

.BY   GEORGE  F.   FORBES,   M.D.,    WEST  BROOKFIELD,   MASS. 
Bead  before  the  Worcester  County  Horn.  Med.  Society, 

I  DARE  not  hope  to  add  much  to  the  knowledge  of  the  members 
of  this  Society ;  but  we  cannot  become  too  familiar  with  a  malady 
which,  with  the  exception  of  consumption,  numbers  more  victims 
than  any  other  in  the  United  States ;  while  its  virulence  elsewhere 
is  seen  in  the  fact,  stated  by  Watson,  that  in  two  years  the  British 
army  lost,  by  dysentery  alone,  under  the  old  school  treatment, 
4,717  men. 

I  propose  to  glance  at  the  more  common  and  prominent  features 
of  the  disease,  and  its  treatment,  supplementing  my  own  experience 
with  facts  from  the  records  of  others. 

Dysentery  consists  of  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  rectum  and  descending  colon ;  while  in  the  dysenteric-diarrhoea 
of  some  epidemics,  the  inflammation  begins  in  the  first  portions  of 
the  colon,  and  even  in  the  small  intestines. 

The  characteristic  symptoms  of  dysentery  are  griping  pains  in 
the  abdomen,  followed  by  frequent  mucous  or  bloody  stools,  with 
straining  and  tenesmus.  Some  of  the  worst  cases  of  this  disease 
commence  with  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  diarrhoea. 

The  discharges  of  diarrhoea  differ  from  the  mucous  and  blood  of 
dysentery,  and  should  in  all  cases  be  distinguished.  According  to 
Watson,  the  tenesmus  is  usually  the  result  of  ulceration  low  down 
in  the  rectum ;   the  ulcers  may  be  either  superficial  or  deeper 
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seated.  According  to  Abercrombie,  loathing,  nausea,  or  vomiting  of 
slimy  or  bilious  matter,  indicates  an  extension  of  the  disease  to  the 
ileum,  this  vomiting  often  being  excited  by  anything  taken  into  the 
stomach.  The  higher  the  affection  extends  into  the  small  intes- 
tines, the  more  violent  the  fever  and  the  nausea  or  vomiting.  In 
many  cases  of  diarrhoea,  we  find  tenesmus  without  blood,  or  the 
stools  are  sometimes  bloody  without  tenesmus;  such  cases  have 
been  designated  dysenteric-diarrhoea. 

Most  authorities  consider  dysentery  epidemic  rather  than  con- 
tagious ;  still  some  maintain  that  it  is  contagious,  while  others  are 
in  doubt.     We  all  know  that  it  rages  epidemically. 

The  excretions  are  acrid  and  almost  corrosive  in  their  character, 
which  may  account  in  part  for  the  ready  destruction  of  the  mucous 
coating  of  the  rectum.  The  presence  of  pus  in  the  excretions, 
however,  does  not  always  determine  the  existence  of  such  ulcera- 
tion. According  to  F.  Humphreys,  no  chemical  analyses  of  the  ex- 
cretions of  dysentery  have  yet  been  made,  —  a  field  of  investigation 
which  might  be  occupied  with  great  advantage  to  the  profession. 
Yery  frequently,  especially  during  the  first  week  of  tlie  disease^ 
we  find  a  yellowish  or  greenish  mossy  substance  on  the  surface  of 
the  discharge.  Later  in  the  disease,  it  appears  more  rarely.  It 
always  indicates,  according  to  Dr.  ThomaS;  an  aggravation  of  the 
disease.  The  blood  is  seen  either  in  streaks  through  the  dis- 
charges, or  it  is  more  intimately  mixed.  The  degree  of  com- 
mingling indicates  the  place  at  which  the  blood  exuded ;  the  more 
it  is  mixed  with  the  discharges,  the  higher  up  must  have  been  its 
source.  Marcy  thinks  that  if  the  small  intestines  are  chiefly  dis- 
ordered, the  evacuations  will  consist  of  dark,  watery  matter,  mixed 
with  blood. 

The  cause  of  dysentery,  according  to  Eberle,  is  often  unequivo- 
cally to  be  found  in  miasma.  In  low,  marshy  and  damp  situations, 
dysentery  prevails  more  than  in  elevated  and  dry  locations.  The 
system  is  predisposed  to  dysenteric  affections  by  want  of  ventila- 
tion, drinking  impure  water,  alcoholic  beverages,  and  especially  by 
exposure  to  a  sudden  chill  or  night  air.  In  warm  climates,  dysen- 
tery is  apt  to  supervene  upon  hepatic  congestion  and  disease  of  the 
liver,  especially  when  the  days  are  hot,  and  the  nights  are  cool. 
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Hence,  as  a  precaution  against  dysentery,  those  who  are  constantly 
exposed  to  the  weather  cannot  be  too  careful  to  have  the  stomach 
and  abdomen  covered  with  flannel  or  silk,  and  especially  in  warm 
weather,  the  very  time  when  many  people  remove  their  flannels. 
The  use  of  good  ripe  berries  and  fruit  of  most  varieties  will  be 
found  safe  to  the  healthy,  and  both  grateful  and  salutary  to  the  dys- 
enteric patient. 

In  the  nausea  of  some  epidemics,  I  have  advantageously  pre- 
scribed a  beverage  of  the  water  in  which  salt  cod-fish  has  been 
boiled  or  soaked;  it  has  often  proved  agreeable  to  the  patient. 
Strong  Java  coffee,  without  milk  or  sugar,  has  proved  beneficial  in 
my  experience.  Humphreys  says  that  the  white  of  an  egg,  beaten 
up  in  half  a  pint  of  water,  and  sweetened  with  sugar,  has  been  given 
with  benefit  as  a  drink.  Some  very  eminent  physicians  of  the  old 
and  the  new  schools  rely,  in  large  measure,  on  injections  of  a  similar 
fluid, and  they  are  really  very  comforting  to  the  patient.  Sitz  baths  of 
warm  water  are  sometimes  also  of  great  service.  Many  years  ago 
a  Dr.  Twining  recommended  injections  of  cold  water;  but,  this 
being  considered  at  that  time  too  great  a  risk,  he  afterwards 
hastily  advised  ten  grains  acetate  of  lead  to  be  mixed  with  the 
water  I  We  shall  find  it  important  early  in  the  epidemic  to  study 
the  prevailing  character  or  genius  of  the  disease.  This  will  enable 
us  to  fix  on  some  one  or  more  medicines  corresponding  to  its  epi- 
demic character.  These  will  be  found  applicable  to  almost  every 
succeeding  case,  and  the  knowledge  of  them  will  save  us  from  much 
perplexity. 

I  have  found  Aeon.,  Arsen.,  Bell.,  Coloc,  Nuxvom.,  and  Rhus  tox.  the 
most  serviceable  remedies ;  though  Merc.  c.  Bapt.,  and  Nit.  acid, 
are  sometimes  indicated.  The  characteristic  indications  of  these 
remedies  I  need  not  enumerate ;  but  I  may  say  that  we  always 
think  of  Aconite,  when  we  have  high,  inflammatory  fever,  full,  quick 
pulse,  hot  and  dry  skin,  and  a  congestive  state  of  the  bowels. 

We  know  that  Arsenicum  is  always  indispensable  when  there  is 
great  prostration,  violent  burning  pains  in  the  abdomen,  and  through 
the  rectum  to  the  anus,  and  in  some  typhoid  conditions. 

Belladon7ia  has  proved  the  most  useful  remedy  with  me  in  all 
forms  of  dysentery,  and  I  always  prescribe  it  more  or  less  through- 
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out  the  disease,  but  especially  for  women  and  children.  It  is  of 
great  service  in  the  inflammatory  varieties,  with  a  determination 
of  blood  to  the  head ;  face  red  and  hot ;  constant  urging  to  stool 
and  frequent  tenesmus  with  slight  discharges;  fever  worse  at  night, 
and  intense  thirst  with  sleeplessness. 

Baptisia,  according  to  Hale,  is  useful,  "  when  there  are  violent 
colicky  pains  in  the  hypogastric  region  before  stool,  there  being 

little  or  no  fever It  is  primarily  homoeopathic  to  diarrhoea, 

dysentery  and  acute  mucous  enteritis,  and  secondarily  to  constipa- 
tion, with  indigestion,  torpor  of  the  liver,  and  haemorrhoids." 
Coe  says,  that  "  in  the  treatment  of  ulcerative  inflammation  of  the 
bowels  and  stomach,  and  chronic  diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  its  use 
should  never  be  omitted ;  and  it  is  useful  in  acrid  fsecal  discharges, 
and  frequent,  small  and  offensive  stools."  It  is  homoeopathic  to 
profuse,  dark,  foetid  diarrhoea,  subacute  enteritis  and  colics. 

We  look  to  Colocynth  to  relieve  violent  colic  pains  and  griping 
when  pains  are  mitigated  by  taking  the  least  quantity  of  food 
or  drink,  and  where  there  is  little  or  no  tenesmus. 

Merc,  cor,  is  required  when  there  are  very  frequent,  small 
stools  of  bloody  mucus,  or  greenish  stools  mixed  with  blood, 
constant  cuttings  in  the  bowels,  an    an  insupportable  tenesmus. 

Nux  vom.  is  indicated  by  frequent,  small,  slimy  stools,  with  tenes- 
mus ;  when  pieces  of  hard  faecal  matter  are  mixed  with  bloody 
mucus ;  and  when  haemorrhoids  occur,  together  with  aggravation 
of  the  disease,  in  the  morning. 

Nit.  acid.,  says  Hartmann,  is  the  best  remedy  where  there  is 
constant  pressing  in  the  rectum,  with  no  discharges,  or  only  very 
light  ones,  or  in  constant  and  long  urging  to  stool  with  no  success. 

Rhus  is  our  reliance  where  typhoid  symptoms  appear,  and  the 
organic  activity  threatens  to  become  extinct :  when  the  patient 
becomes  weak  and  emaciated  with  involuntary  discharges  at  night, 
without  pain  or  tenesmus. 

Verat.  album  is  indicated  in  dysentery  with  watery  discharges, 
vomiting,  coldness  of  the  surface  and  of  the  extremities,  great 
weakness,  cramps  in  the  calves,  retention  of  urine,  and  cold  sweat, 
with  little  or  no  tenesmus. 

I  am  in  the  habit  of  giving  these  remedies  from. the  1st  to  the 
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4000th  potency,  but  prefer  the  very  lowest  till  an  impression  is 
obtained,  then  the  higher. 

In  concluding  this  hastily  written  paper,  I  wish  to  make  mention 
of  the  epidemics  of  dysentery  in  the  locality  where  I  reside ;  show- 
ing the  treatment  which  I  found  very  effectual  in  the  first  or  inflam- 
matory stage  of  the  disease,  and  which  not  only  promoted  the  com- 
fort of  the  patient,  but  also  saved,  in  my  opinion,  very  many  valu- 
able lives. 

About  the  middle  of  July,  1865,  an  epidemic  occurred  in  the  town 
of  North  Brookfield,  Mass.,  of  what  may  be  denominated  ^'  bilious 
dysentery."  The  premonitory  symptoms  indicated  derangement  of 
the  liver ;  the  tongue  was  coated  white,  and  there  was  nausea,  and 
sometimes  severe  vomiting,  followed  immediately  by  violent  purging 
of  a  bilious  nature.  This  stage  lasted  from  twenty-foar  to  forty-eight 
hours.  On  the  second  or  third  day,  the  symptoms  usually  changed ; 
mucous  discharges,  then  bloody  and  bilious  stools  succeeded,  with 
the  usual  tenesmus  and  acute  pain  of  ordinary  dysentery.  From 
the  third  to  the  seventh  day,  the  fever  ran  high,  sometimes  the 
pulse,  being  at  100  in  the  morning,  would  rise  rapidly  till,  in  the 
afternoon,  it  would  reach  150  or  160.  A  decided  change  of  all 
the  symptoms  was  always  manifested  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
sixth  day  or  at  the  beginning  of  the  seventh.  In  the  majority  of 
cases,  the  patient  sank  into  a  low  or  typhoid  condition,  and  if  not 
then  promptly  stimulated  with  whiskey  or  brandy,  and  beef  tea, 
the  extremities  grew  suddenly  cold ;  then  followed  cold  sweat  and 
involuntary  discharges  of  mingled  blood  and  bile,  and  death 
occurred  on  the  seventh  day.  If  the  patient  were  stimulated 
properly  and  the  appropriate  treatment  were  administered,  he 
rallied  a  little.  The  discharges  remained  the  same  as  before. 
The  fever  and  pain  subsided  very  much  during  the  next  seven 
days ;  and  at  the  fourteenth  day  the  febrile  excitement  subsided, 
and  a  crisis  was  observed,  —  a  gentle  perspiration ;  a  very  slow 
and  tedious  convalescence  followed. 

A  similar  epidemic  occurred  in  West  Brookfield  the  year  follow- 
ing (1866),  the  symptoms  being  almost;  precisely  like  those  stated 
above.  I  began  the  treatment  in  the  first  epidemic  according  to 
the  usual  method  laid  down  in  our  books,  and  followed  by  most 
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homoeopathic  physicians.  I  gave  Belladonna  and  Colocynth,  Bap- 
tisia,  Mercurius,  etc.,  etc.  After  treating  several  troublesome  cases 
unsatisfactorily  with  these  and  the  other  remedies  recommended,  I 
was  induced  to  try,  in  a  very  painful  and  distressing  case,  a  single 
dose,  at  night,  of  morphine  and  atropine.  It  wsls  prepared  in  the 
following  manner :  Into  half  a  tumblerful  of  water,  I  put  a  grain 
of  sulphate  of  morphine  and  a  grain  of  the  third  dilution  of  atropine. 
Of  this  I  gave  the  patient  a  single  dose  of  a  dessert-spoonful.  The 
next  morning  I  found  him,  as  well  as  his  friends,  overjoyed  at  the 
success  of  my  prescription.  He  had  had  but  two  discharges  during 
the  night,  and  had  slept  comfortably.  The  pain  and  inflammation 
were  reduced.  During  that  day  the  man  required  six  similar  doses, 
and  four  the  second ;  steadily  diminishing  the  frequency  daily  till 
the  seventh  day,  when  one  dose  sufficed.  The  discharges  became 
less  in  quantity  and  better  in  quality,  and  he  gained  strength  from 
day  to  day. 

After  this  I  treated  with  these  agents  combined,  nearly  the 
whole  number  of  patients  brought  under  my  charge  during  the 
first  week  of  their  sickness.  During  the  day,  the  specific  remedies 
indicated  were  employed  with  admirable  effect.  When  typhoid 
symptoms  manifested  themselves,  I  found  Veratrum,  Rhus,  BapL 
and  Fodojohyllum,  using  them  from  the  6th  to  the  200th,  the  most 
serviceable  in  conducting  the  dysentery  to  a  successful  termination. 
Belladonna  was  the  most  useful  in  the  inflammatory  stage,  and  occa- 
sionally a  case  demanded  the  alternation  of  Bell,  with  the 
morphine  mixture,  at  intervals  of  two  hours.  Bell.  ^^^  seemed 
quite  as  effectual  as  the  first  or  sixth.  In  some  hard  cases  even  a 
larger  dose  of  the  morphine  mixture  was  employed  beneficially.  I 
began  with  enough  to  hold  the  dysenteric  discharges  in  check, 
and  no  more. 

Some  may  object  to  this,  and  maintain  that  it  is  not  homoeopathic 
treatment.  My  best  defence  is  the  results  in  these  epidemics.  I 
have,  therefore,  taken  pains  to  inform  myself  in  regard  to  the  number 
of  cases  occurring  in  both  towns  during  both  epidemics.  These  I 
gathered  by  inquiries  of  families,  the  records  kept  by  the  resident 
clergymen,  reports  (private  and  otherwise)  of  other  physicians,  and 
from  records  kept  by  myself.     As  to  the  mortality  of  the  disease, 
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I  have  relied  mostly  on  the  records  of  the  town  clerks^  the  sextons' 
reports,  and  the  diary  which  I  kept  at  the  time.  1  am  the  more 
particular  about  this  as  I  have  been  assailed  through  the  public 
press  by  gentlemen  of  the  other  school,  who  allege  that  the  statis- 
tics furnished  herewith  are  incorrect,  exaggerated  and  unreliable. 
My  only  reply  is,  that  if  the  above  authorities  and  their  records  are 
reliable  and  true,  then  the  statements  which  I  make  are  true,  and 
cannot  be  gainsaid. 

The  whole  number  of  cases  occurring  in  both  epidemics  was 
three  hundred  and  thirteen.  Of  these  the  "regular"  physicians  of 
these  localities  had  under  treatment  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
cases,  ninety-eight  of  which  they  lost,  showing  a  mortality  of  over 
fifty  per  cent.  I  am  happy  to  report  the  treatment  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-six  cases  (some  of  these  were  rescued,  in  the  last  stages 
of  the  disease,  from  the  heroic  treatment  considered  legitimate  by 
all  "  regulars  "  hereabouts),  with  the  loss  of  only  six  cases,  show- 
ing a  mortality  of  about  four  per  cent. 

I  may  say  that  I  have  used  the  morphine  and  atropine  as 
above  in  several  cases  of  dysentery  since  those  epidemics,  with 
great  success,  while  at  the  same  time  I  have  found  that  even  the 
highest  potencies  of  the  medicines  administered  homoeopathically 
as  indicated  by  their  provings,  acted  clearly,  and  sometimes  power- 
fully on  the  diseased  tissues. 

Let  me  conclude  with  a  single  question,  —  why  may  not  homoe- 
opathic physicians  employ  morphine,  with  or  without  the  atropine,  in 
the  treatment  of  disease,  as  well  as  use  a  knife  in  an  abscess 
or  tumor,  during  treatment,  with  appropriate  specific  medicines  ? 

Note  by  the  Editor.  — ^  The  result  of  Dr.  Forbes'  treatment 
seems  to  justify  him  in  the  course  which  he  pursued  in  departing 
from  the  practice  of  our  school.  The  question  which  he  asks  is 
one  which  we  should  not  hesitate  to  discuss ;  and  if  the  use  of 
morphine  will  both  relieve  the  suffering  and  expedite  the  cure,  it  is 
clearly  the  duty  of  homoeopathic  physicians  to  avail  themselves  of  it. 
At  the  same  time  it  may  be  well  to  inquire,  if  equally  good  and 
even  more  favorable  results  have  not  been  obtained  under  ho- 
moeopathic treatment  without  the  use  of  morphine.  Moreover, 
too  much  value  must  not  be  attributed  to  the  morphine,  since, 
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under  allopathic  treatment,  where  undoubtedly  it  was  abundantly 
used,  the  mortality  was  proportionally  greater.  While  we  would 
not  say  that  the  physician  should  never,  under  any  circumstances, 
administer  morphine,  we  believe  that  the  cases  are  very  rare  in 
which  its  good  effects  are  not  factitious  rather  than  real.  The  phy- 
sician who  in  his  practice  habitually  resorts  to  extra-homoeopathic 
courses,  rather  than  to  rely  upon  the  law  similia  similibus  curantur, 
will  be  apt  to  find  that  his  platform  has  some  rotten  planks  in  it. 


COMPAKATIYE  STUDY  OF  ARSENICUM  AND 
PHOSPHORUS. 

BY  C.   WILLIAM  BOYCE,   M.D.,   AUBURN,   N.   Y. 


Arsenicum. 

Burning  pains  in  external  and 
internal  parts. 


Fainting  from  weakness,  with 
scarcely  any  pulse.  Great  weak- 
ness ;  sudden  sinking  of  strength. 

Great  emaciation  from  defici- 
ency of  blood. 


Religious  melancholy;  cannot 
rest  in  any  place ;  changes  con- 
tinually ;  lying  now  here  and  now 
there ;  wants  to  be  carried  from 
one  bed  to  another,  or  from  one 
rooni  to  another. 

Hates  to  be  alone  j  is  afraid 
when  alone. 


Phosphorus. 

Burning  in  all  parts  of  the 
body,  like  Arsen. 

Hot  sensation  goes  from  the 
spine  to  the  head  and  then  to  the 
feet. 

Great  general  nervous  debil- 
ity. 

Great  emaciation;  lean,  slen- 
der persons. 

Easily  bleeding  from  all  parts ; 
small  wounds  bleed  much ;  bleed- 
ing from  internal  organs.  No 
distended  blood  vessels. 

Yery  irritable,  and  inclined  to 
be  angry;  peevish. 


Full  of  fears  when  alone,  and 
during  a  thunder  storm. 
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Arsexicum. 
Aggravation :  from  cold  in 
general ;  eating  or  drinking  cold 
substances,  particularly  ice 
cream ;  when  lying  on  the  pain- 
ful part ;  at  night,  and  especially 
after  midnight. 

Amelioration :  from  warmth 
in  general;  from  warm  food; 
from  moving  the  affected  parts. 

Headache  after  meals,  relieved 
by  cold  water,  and  increased  by 
removing  the  cold  water ;  pulsa- 
tion in  the  forehead,  with  nau- 
sea; slightly  relieved  by  cold 
water  and  walking  in  the  open 
air;  tearing  in  the  head,  with 
vomiting  on  raising  the  head. 


Phosphorus. 

Aggravation :  from  natural 
or  artificial  light;  during  a 
thunder  storm;  when  alone; 
from  changes  of  the  weather ;  in 
the  open  air;  in  the  evening, 
and  at  night  before  midnight; 
from  lying  on  the  left  side. 

Amelioration :  in  the  dark ; 
whilst  lying  on  the  right  side; 
from  being  rubbed,  and  from 
mesmerism. 

Headache  aggravated  from 
music,  masticating,  and  in  a 
warm  room.  Heaviness  of  the 
head  and  congestion,  worse  in  the 
morning.  Giddiness  when  ris- 
ing from  a  seat,  with  headache 
and  nausea,  worse  in  the 
morning  and  after  meals ;  sen- 
sation of  emptiness  in  the  head 
and  giddiness,  better  in  the  air, 
and  worse  in  the  room.  Stupe- 
fying headache  in  the  morning 
when  moving,  worse  when 
stooping,  better  after  eating, 
better  in  the  cold  air;  pain 
worse  over  the  left  eye,  worse 
in  the  warm  room,  and  better  in 
the  open  air  and  after  sleeping; 
congestion  of  the  head,  with 
burning,  singing  and  pulsations 
in  the  head ;  red  face  and  puffy 
swelling  under  the  eyes,  worse 
in  the  morning,  when  sitting,  and 
in  the  evening  in  bed;  inflam- 
mation of  the  brain,  with  pulsa- 
tions and  singing  in  the  head; 
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Arsenicum. 


Scalp  painful  to  the  touch; 
tinea  capitis;  white  eruption, 
like  bran,  burns  and  itches, 
worse  on  fore  part  of  the  head, 
bleeds  when  scratched,  and  after- 
wards burns;  burning,  biting 
boils  on  the  scalp. 

Erysipelatous,  burning  swell- 
ing of  the  head  and  face,  with 
metastasis  to  the  testicles. 


Pale  face,  or  like  earth,  or 
bluish  under  the  eyes.  Face 
puffed  or  swollen ;  elastic,  not 
hard,  especially  under  the  eyes. 
Distorted  features  and  deathlike 
countenance.  (Chlorosis.)  Lips 
black,  dry  and  cracked  (cancer 
of  the  lower  lip). 

Inflammation  of  the  eyes  and 
lids,  with  burning  pain.  Burn- 
ing in  the  eyelids,  worse  at  night. 
Specks  and  ulcers  on  the  cornea. 
Excessive  photophobia. 


Phosphorus. 
pulsation  in  the  head,  with  sting- 
ing and  burning,  mostly  in  the 
forehead,  with  nausea  and  vom- 
iting, lasting  from  morning  till 
noon,  worse  in  the  warm  room, 
and  better  in  the  open  air. 

Dry,  painful  heat  of  the  scalp, 
causing  to  uncover  whilst  the 
rest  of  the  body  is  cold ;  wants 
nothing  on  the  head;  dandruff; 
falling  off  of  the  hair  above  the 
ears  in  large  spots. 

Tension  of  the  skin  of  the 
forehead  and  face,  as  if  the  skin 
was  not  large  enough ;  often  one- 
sided, worse  from  change  of  tem- 
perature. 

Countenance  pale,  hippocratic, 
or  puffed  and  bloated  under 
the  eyes,  or  circumscribed  red 
spots  in  the  cheeks.  (Hectic.) 
Freckles. 


Inflammation  of  the  eyes,  with 
pressing  and  burning.  Burning 
of  the  eyes.  Aversion  to  natu- 
ral and  artificial  light.  Aggluti- 
nation of  the  lids  in  the  morning. 
Tears  flowing  in  the  open  air 
and  in  the  wind.  Cataract. 
Dimsightedness,  like  gauze  be- 
fore the  eyes.  Blue  spots,  or 
motes,  floating  before  the  eyes. 
Halo  around  the  candle. 
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Arsenicum. 

Burning  in  the  ears,  accompa- 
nying severe  attacks  of  pain. 

Pulling  of  the  epidermis  of 
the  nose.  Burning  in  the  nose. 
Swelling  of  the  nose.  Hard  tu- 
mors of  the  nose,  with  burning. 
Profuse  fluent  corjza  of  sharp 
corroding,  excoriating  water,with 
hoarseness  and  sleeplessness. 


Toothache,  which  extends  to 
the  ear  and  temple,  worse  at  night, 
worse  when  lying  on  the  afiected 
side,  and  relieved  by  the  heat  of 
the  stove. 


Bleeding  gums. 


The  mouth  looks  dry,  blue  and 
inflamed,  the  pain  is  burning. 
Stomacace,  with  burning.  Col- 
lection of  tough,  bloody  saliva. 
The  discharge  from  the  mouth  is 
always  foetid  and  bloody. 

The  tongue  is  dry,  dark,  and 
generally  red.  Tongue  dry,  brown 


Phosphorus. 
Hardness  of  hearing. 

Oversensitiveness  of  the  olfac- 
tory nerves.     Nose  red  and  swol- 
len.    Smell  putrid,  foetid.    Much 
discharge  from  the  nose,  green, 
and    sometimes  yellow,  not  vis- 
cid, but  watery,  without  coryza. 
Blows  much  blood  from  the  nose. 
Bleeding  from  the  nose,  often  at 
stool  (characteristic). 

Pricking  and  stinging  tooth- 
ache, worse  in  the  open  air. 
Powerful  effect  on  the  teeth.  In 
match  factories,  they  lose  their 
teeth.  Toothache,  which  finally 
goes  to  the  jaw-bone  of  the  left 
side.  The  bone  becomes  enlarged, 
with  fever  and  loss  of  appetite ; 
increased  salivation.  The  teeth 
become  sore,  and  pus  is  dis- 
charged from  them ;  they  fall  out, 
and  pus  is  discharged  from  fistu- 
lous openings ;  hectic  fever  sets 
in,  and  the  patient  dies. 

Gums  bleed  from  small  causes. 
Swelled  and  easily  bleeding  gums. 
The  gums  bleed  easily,  always 
after  washing  clothes. 

The  saliva  is  bloody  mucus. 


Dry  tongue  (when  moist  it  is 
white) ;  white  tongue,  coated  with 
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and  cracked.     Tongue  swollen, 
inflamed  and  gangrenous.    Talks 
fast. 

Burning  in  the  throat.  DilBS- 
cult  swallowing  from  constric- 
tion of  the  throat  (oesophagus). 
Angina  gangrasnosa  with  aphthae. 


Taste  bitter  after  eating  and 
drinking. 

Violent  unquenchable  thirst, 
with  frequent  drinking  and  but 
little  at  a  time.  Desire  for  cold 
water ;  sometimes  for  acids  and 
alcohol. 

Aversion  to  food ;  the  food  is 
detestable,  and  it  makes  him  sick 
at  the  stomach.  Even  the  smell 
of  food  sickens  him. 


Continuous  vomiting  of  ingesta. 
Brown  vomiting,  with  pain  in  the 
stomach  (cancer).  Green  vomit- 
ing. Vomiting  of  blood.  Burn- 
ing pain  and  vomiting.  Vomit- 
ing on  raising  the  head.  All  the 
vomitings  are  rapid;  and  immedi- 
ately after  drinking. 


Anxiety  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach. 


Phosphorus. 
white  mucus.     Stinging   on  the 
tip  of  the  tongue. 

Dryness  in  the  throat,  day  and 
night.  Swollen  tonsils  and 
uvula  in  scarlet  fever,  when  the 
patient  cannot  swallow  from 
spasmodic  constriction.  Spas- 
modic constriction  of  the  oesoph- 
agus ;  the  patient  cannot  swallow. 
Burning  in  the  oesophagus. 

Taste  sour ;  also  sweetish,  or 
saltish  J  bitter  after  eating. 

Great  thirst,  and  want  of  some- 
thing refreshing,  wants  cold 
drinks. 


Wants  to  eat  often,  and  imme- 
diately, on  account  of  weakness ; 
eating  relieves ;  wants  warm  food. 
Hungry  especially  at  night ;  weak- 
ness; he  would  faint  if  he  could 
not  get  food  at  once. 

Rising  up  of  sour  ingesta. 
Frequent  empty  eructations. 
Vomiting  of  what  is  eaten  shortly 
after  eating  it;  the  food  comes 
up  in  the  mouth ;  all  at  once  the 
patient  has  a  mouthful  of  food. 
Vomiting  tastes  sour.  Flow  of 
water  into  the  mouth  (water- 
brash).  Vomiting  of  blood. 
Vomiting  of  bile,  and  of  drinks 
as  soon  as  they  have  got  warm 
in  the  stomach.    . 

Sensitiveness   and    great  ful- 
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Eating  ice  cream  or  cold  food 
causes  distress.  Cramps  of  the 
stomach,  worse  about  2;  a.m. 
Burning  in  the  stomach  and  pit 
of  the  stomach. 

All  kinds   of  induration,  and 
cancer  of  the  stomach. 


The  abdomen  is  hard  and 
bloated,  with  pain,  cutting  and 
burning.  Putrid  flatulency ; 
everything  is  putrid. 


Yery  little  constipation. 


Diarrhoea  at  night;  stools, 
acrid,  or  bloody,  or  green,  and 
always  offensive,  burning  when 
passed,  or  involuntary.  Diarrhoea 
after  eating,  with  severe  thirst ; 
pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  burning 
in  the  rectum. 

Burning  in  the  haemorrhoids. 
Burning  and  soreness  of  the 
rectum,  with  prolapsus ;  the  pro- 
lapsus of  arsenic  remains  out, 
and    burns,  is  gangrenous  and 

cracked,  and  cannot  be  returned. 
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Phosphorus. 
ness ;  burning  and  pressing  in  the 
stomach.  The  stomach  is  pain- 
ful to  the  touch,  and  when  walk- 
ing. Inflammation  of  the  stomach. 
Spasms  of  the  stomach. 

The  pylorus  is  too  narrow,  it 
will  not  allow  the  food  to  pass. 
Pain  in  the  pylorus  whilst  eruc- 
tating.   Gnawing  in  the  pylorus. 

Rumbling  and  rolling  in  the 
bowels.  Stitch  in  the  region 
of  the  liver.  Incarcerated  flatu- 
lence in  left  side.  Flaccidity  of 
the  abdomen.  Burning,  as  well 
as  coldness,  of  the  abdomen. 
Abdomen  sore  to  the  touch,  and 
when  walking.  Paralysis  of  the 
lower  intestine. 

Yery  little  constipation ;  con- 
stipation with  small  hard  stools, 
expelled  with  great  difficulty, 
as  if  the  rectum  were  prolapsed. 

Painless  diarrhoea.  Looseness 
of  the  bowels,  and  abundance  of 
urine.  Stools  soft  and  like  pap 
Stools  often  involuntary;  often 
with  yellow  spots  and  burning ; 
the  stools  are  green  or  black,  or 
they  consist  of  mucus,  often 
watery  or  bloody. 

Great  discharge  of  blood  from 
the  rectum  at  stool.  Discharge 
of  mucus  from  the  wide  open 
anus,  not  only  oozing,  but  run- 
ning out.  Stinging  or  itching  in 
the  anus.    Spasms  of  the  rectum* 
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Difficulty  of  micturition  and 
strangury ;  suppression  of  the  se- 
cretion of  urine.  Paralysis  of 
the  bladder.  Urine,  bloody  and 
burning. 


Blue-red  swelling  of  the  glans 
penis  with  rhagades.  Painful 
swelling  of  the  genitals.  Syphil- 
itic erysipelas  of  the  scrotum. 


Catamenia  too  early  and  too 
profuse.  Leucorrhoea,  acrid, 
corrosive.     Scirrhus  uteri. 


Profuse,  fluent  coryza,  of  sharp, 
corroding,excoriating  water,with 
hoarseness  and  sleeplessness. 

Dryness  and  constriction  of 
the,  larynx,  with  burning.  Bron- 
chitis, with  difficult  discharge  of 
mucus. 

Cough  on  drinking  or  eating. 


Phosphorus. 

Urine  too  frequent,  and  too 
abundant.  Frequent  pale  urine^ 
either  like  curdled  milk  or  brick- 
dust  sediment.  Fatty  substance 
on  the  top  of  the  urine.  Burn- 
ing in  the  urethra,  with  involun- 
tary discharge  of  urine.  While 
urinating,  twitching  in  the 
urethra,  smarting,  cutting  and 
burning. 

Increased  sexual  desire.  Sex- 
ual desire  in  lean  persons  in 
tuberculosis.  ( Phos.  is  very  seldom 
useful  when  the  sexual  organs 
are  weakened,  or  the  vital  power 
is  low.)  Impotence  when  the  de- 
bility is  great.  Involuntary 
emission  of  semen. 

Catamenia  too  early  and  too 
scant.  During  catamenia,  back- 
ache. Leucorrhoea,  acrid,  pro- 
ducing blisters.  Cancer  of  the 
uterus.  Polypus  of  uterus.  Chlo- 
rosis. 

Breasts  become  inflamed  like 
erysipelas.  Ulceration  of  the 
breasts  with  burning  and  sting- 
ing. 

Hoarseness  and  loss  of  voice. 
Painful  loss  of  voice.  Some 
kinds  of  croup,  with  burning 
pains  in  the  larynx. 

Dryness  and  burning  of  the 
throat.  Soreness,  roughness  and 
burning  of  the  larynx. 


Cough  worse  in  the  evening 
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and  when  at  rest  after  motion,  and  at  night ;  worse  sitting  and 
also  during  a  walk  in  the  cold  lying  on  the  left  side ;  dry,  short 
air.  Cough  with  wheezing  and  cough,  caused  by  tickling  in  the 
tough  mucus  in  the  chest.  chest  or  throat,  from  talking  or 

reading  aloud,  singing  or  laugh- 
ing, and  by  cold  air  (in  passing 
from  one  room  to  another,  or  into 
the  open  air).  Cough,  with 
stitches  over  the  eye. 
Expectoration  in  day  without  Expectoration     is     bloody, 

expectoration  at  night;  mucus,  frothy,  or  blood-streaked;  rust- 
frothy,  or  in  lumps ;  salt  expec-  colored  expectoration,  sometimes 
toration.  Haemoptysis  at  night,  purulent,  often  tough  and  white, 
with  burning  heat  of  the  whole  or  the  mucus  is  cold ;  tastes 
body.  either  sour,  salt  or  sweet.    Much 

hawking  of  mucus  in  the  morn- 
ing.      Great    accumulation     of 
scentless  mucus.    (Inthecureof 
phthisis  mucosa,  Fhos,  is  unsur- 
passed. ) 
Respiration    oppressed,    anx-        Tuberculosis  and  pneumonia, 
ious  and  short.     Oppressed,  la-    Respiration  is  oppressed,  quick 
bored  breathing  when  going  up    and     anxious.        Sensation    of 
hill  and  when  lying.     Constric-    weakness  in  the  chest.    Anxiety 
tion  of  the  chest,  with  anguish,    in  the  chest.   Constrictive  spasms 
Burning  in  the  chest.  of  the  chest  and  difficult  inspira- 

tion. 
Palpitation  of  the  heart,  espe- 
cially at  night;  often  no  pulsa- 
tion at  the  wrists,  with  palpita- 
tion. 

Burning  in  the  back.  Burning  in  the  back.     Spinal 

diseases.     Pain  in  the  small  of 

the  back  when  rising  from  sitting. 

Pain  in  back,  as  if  broken. 

Swelling  of  the  arms,  with  pu-        Trembling  in  the  hands  in  every 

trid,  black  blisters.    Discoloring    exertion.     Burning  in  the  palms 
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of  the  nails,  or  they  fall  off.  Pains  of  the  hands.    Pains  in  the  soles 

in  the  limbs,  with  burning.     Hot  of  the  feet,  as  if  bruised.    Trem- 

shiny  swelling  of  the  feet,  with  bling  of  all  the  limbs,  as  from 

black  and  blue  blisters.     Paraly-  exertion.     Nightly  tearing  pains 

sis  of  the  lower  extremities.  in  the  feet  of  pregnant  women, 

driving  them  from  bed. 

Very  little    sleep.     He   falls  Sleepiness  in  daytime.     Great 

asleep  late.     Sleeplessness,  with  drowsiness  during  heat  of  fever. 

restless  tossing  about.    Sleepless  Sopor,  with  open  mouth,  dry  lips 

anxiety    and  unquiet,  as  if  hot  and   tongue,  which    are    black, 

water  were  coursing  through  the  Sleeplessness   before   midnight  j 

veins.     The  sleep  is  before  mid-  goes  to  sleep  late,  and  waking 

night;  or  no    sleep  before  mid-  frequently    during     the    night, 

night.     Dreams  about  dead  per-  Many  anxious  and  vivid  dreams, 
sons. 

Pulse    small,  contracted,   fre-  Pulse    generally   accelerated, 

quent,  weak,  trembling,  or  inter-  full  and  hard ;  occasionally  weak 

mitting.  Frequent  pulse  in  the  and  small, 
morning  (full  in  the  morning 
only),  and  slow  in  the  evening. 
(Fever  in  the  morning  and  not  in 
the  evening.)  In  other  fevers, 
one  has  small  pulse. 

General  coldness,  with  parch-  Chilliness,  mostly  in  the  eve- 

ment-like  dryness  of  the  skin,  or  ning.     Chilliness  is  not  relieved 

with    profuse,  clammy  perspira-  by  the  heat  of  the  fire.     General 

tion.     Chilliness  without   thirst  internal    coldness.       Chilliness 

(no  thirst  during  a  chill).     Chil-  generally  before  midnight,  with 

liness,  with  heat  at  the  same  time,  great  weariness,  often  accompa- 

or  alternately  with   heat,  or  in  nied  with  diarrhoea,  with  chills 

walking  in  the  open  air.     Cold-  down  the  back, 
ness  in  all  the  limbs. 

Internal    heat,  with   anguish.  Dry  heat,  without  thirst.     Dry 

with  burning,  dry  skin  at  night, or  heat,  with  aversion  to  be  moved, 

burning  in  the  bloodvessels.  Dry,  with  swollen  veins  in  the  hands, 

burning  heat,  with  coldness;  the  Flashes  of  heat  over  the  whole 

skinbecomes  as  dry  as  parchment,  body,   beginning   in  the   hands. 
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Intermittent  fever  j  first  chilli- 
ness, followed  by  dry  heat  and 
perspiration;  thirst  during  the 
heat  only;  drinks  often,  but  little 
at  a  time ;  during  the  fever  great 
restlessness  and  anxiety ;  tearing 
in  the  bones  and  joints ;  pain  in 
the  small  of  the  back,  and  diffi- 
cult breathing ;  headache  during 
the  fever,  continuous  after  the  fe- 
ver and  perspiration. 

Perspiration  is  most  when  he 
first  falls  asleep. 


Phosphorus. 
Moist  heat  in  the  afternoon  and 
evening,  with  burning  in  the 
hands  and  in  the  face.  Heat  at 
night,  with  sleeplessness,  and  the 
heat  runs  up  the  back.  Great 
drowsiness  during  the  heat.  So- 
por, with  open  mouth,  dry  lips 
and  tongue,  which  are  black. 


Burning  skin.  Blue-black  swell- 
ings; chlorosis  and  petechia; 
white  miliary  eruptions ;  urtica- 
ria; red  pustules,  changing  to 
ichorous-burning  ulcers.  Ec- 
zema is  either  gangrenous  or 
black  and  burning.  Vesicular 
eruptions.  Herpes,  with  violent 
burning,  especially  at  night.  Al- 
most all  kinds  of  ulcers ;  hard, 
high  edges.  The  pus  is  acrid, 
foetid  or  bloody. 


Perspiration  in  the  morning, 
followed  by  great  debility,  or  at 
night;  sweat  sticky,  most 
about  the  head,  hands  and  feet, 
or  only  in  the  fore  part  of  the 
body.  When  there  is  much  per- 
spiration, there  is  much  secretion 
of  urine.  The  perspiration  often 
smells  of  sulphur.  Clammy  and 
sticky  perspiration  only  on  the 
head  and  palms  of  the  hands,  with 
discharge  of  turbid  urine ;  better 
in  the  air,  worse  in  the  room. 

Blood-boils ;  skin,  burns ; 
eruptions ;  pustules,  or  scaly  red 
spots ;  yellow  spots  and  freckles. 
Dry  tetters.  Fungus  haemat- 
odes.     Purpura  hsemorrhagica. 
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REPORT  ON  CLINICAL  MEDICINE. 

BY  J.  HEDENBERG,  M.D.,  MEDFORD,  MASS. 
Abstract  of  a  Report  made  to  the  Mass.  Horn.  Med,  Soc,  Oct.  1868. 

Influenza.  —  Epidemic  influenza  has  seemed  to  correspond 
with  Arsenicum  and  it  has  been  of  the  greatest  use.  The  cough 
was  invariably  worse  towards  night  and  in  the  night ;  after  the 
administration  of  Ars.  this  peculiarity  ceased.     Dr.  E.  U.  Jones. 

During  January  and  February  we  had  an  almost  universal 
epidemic  of  influenza  characterized  by  much  prostration  of  the 
vital  powers,  torpidity  of  the  liver,  and  a  tendency  to  terminate  in 
tubercular  phthisis.  Arsen.,  Gelsem.,  or  Bapt.,  according  to 
the  condition  of  the  liver  and  typhoid  symptoms,  in  the  earlier 
stages ;  and  Calc.  carh.  ^,  and  Stann.  ^  in  the  later  stages,  satisfac- 
torily controlled  the  disease.  I  consider  Stann.  ^  ^'^  ^  an  invaluable 
remedy  in  tubercular  tendency,  with  loose  cough  and  expectoration 
of  a  whitish,  sweetish  mucus,  worse  in  the  morning. 

Vr.  T.  S.  Scales. 

Whooping-cough.  —  Meijhitu,  Cough  inclined  to  hoarseness, 
oftentimes  of  a  croupy  character,  without  however,  being  dry, 
mucous  rale,  throughout  upper  portion  of  lungs. 

Tartar,  emetic.  Cough,  loose,  with  free  and  rather  easy  ex- 
pectoration, a  perfect  catarrhal  diathesis  prevailing. 

Bromide  of  ammonium  entirely  failed  to  produce  the  results 
expected.  Dr.  Jones. 

My  own  observation  agrees  with  that  of  Dr.  Jones,  as  to  the 
failure  of  the  Bromide  of  ammonium  to  cut  short  or  materially 
mitigate  this  disease.  H. 

In  the  case  of  a  married  lady,  aged  thirty,  whooping-cough  was 
complicated  with  carditis  and  pectoral  rheumatism.  The  patient 
awoke  at  night  with  agonizing  strangling  fits,  spasms  of  epiglottis, 
with  agony  and  fear  of  sufi'ocation;  she  would  spring  up  in  bed, 
struggling  for  breath.  In  the  day  time  drinking  cold  water  was 
always  followed  by  cough.  Samhucus  nig.^  relieved  the  spasms  at 
once.  Squilla,  as  indicated  by  the  aggravation  from  drinking 
cold  water,  promptly  relieved  the  cough  which  remained  after  the 
spasmodic  symptoms  had  been  removed.  Dr.  C.  Wesselhoeft. 

Measles.  —  Mercurius.  For  the  cough,  often  so  obstinate,  in  the 
latter  stage  of  measles,  no  remedy  has  proved  so  efficacious  as  Merc, 
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viv.  or  Merc,  sol,  ^  ^  ^""^  200^  when  the  following  indications  were 
present :  moist  barking  cough,  with  some  sound  of  moisture  in  the  air- 
passages,  though  apparently  no  expectoration ;  the  cough  is  almost 
convulsive,  cannot  be  controlled,  and  occurs  in  frequent  paroxysms, 
particularly  from  9  A.M.  till  5  or  6  p.m.  In  such  cases,  Merc. 
viv,  has  proved  almost  infallible,  not  only  in  the  past  year,  but  in 
most  cases  for  several  years.  Dr.  C.  Wesselhoeft. 

Scarlatina.  —  Phytolacca,  The  angina  and  suppuration  ac- 
companying and  following  the  fever  were  best  met  by  Fhyiolacca 
given  internally  and  used  as  a  gargle.  All  suppurations  showed 
laudable  pus.  Dr.  Jones. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Scales  sends  a  similar  report  of  his  experience  with 
this  remedy. 

Dysentery.  —  Merc,  cor,j  Arsen.y  and  Tromhidium  were  the  most 
efficacious  remedies. 

Arsenicum  corresponded  in  the  past  year  not  only  to  many 
forms  of  dysentery,  but  also  to  most  forms  of  diarrhoea  when 
accompanied  by  the  following  symptoms:  burning  in  the  abdomen; 
green,  slimy,  bloody  discharges,  with  burning  tenesmus ;  extreme 
thirst;  patient  calls  incessantly  for  the  coldest  water,  but  only  a 
sip  at  a  time,  when  it  seems  before  drinking  as  if  a  quart  would 
not  suffice.  These  symptoms  were  present  in  one  very  severe  case 
accompanied  by  coldness  of  the  body ;  stools  like  bloody  water, 
especially  in  the  night;  brown  tongue,  pulse  112,  very  small  and 
weak.  Merc,  cor,  2^^,  and  Ars.  200,  had  brought  such  relief  in 
the  first  few  days  of  the  disease  that  the  patient  appeared 
convalescent ;  but,  from  some  inadvertency  on  the  part  of  the  atten- 
dants, a  relapse  occurred,  followed  by  the  condition  just  described, 
Ars.  200  failing  to  relieve,  Ars.  ^  was  given,  with  immediate  relief. 
The  case  terminated  in  a   perfect   cure  without  another  remedy. 

Merc.  corr.  The  indications  for  this  are  so  well  known  as  to 
require  no  further  repetition ;  our  experience  with  it  is  contained 
in  a  former  report. 

Tromhidium  has  again  proved  its  usefulness,  and  fills  a  place 
hitherto  deplorably  vacant  in  the  materia  medica,  particularly  for 
dysentery  with  the  presence  of  the  following  indications :  brown 
fluid  discharges,  with  or  without  bloody  streaks,  occurring  every  half 
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hour ;  violent  colic,  causing  the  patient  (a  strong  man)  to  scream 
with  pain ;  severe  tenesmus. 

We  have  given  elsewhere  a  report  of  several  cases  of  dysentery 
cured  with  Trombidium  indicated  as  above.      Dr,  C.  Wesselhoeft, 

HEMORRHAGE.  —  Hamamelis.  Two  cases  of  haemorrhage  from 
extraction  of  teeth  were  cured  by  a  single  application  of  cotton 
saturated  with  Hamamelis  tincture,  with  a  few  doses  taken  inter- 
nally. In  one  patient,  haemorrhage  always  ensued  one  week  subse- 
quent to  the  extraction  of  a  tooth.  Br,  Wra,  KnicrJiU 

Fever.  Under  this  head  is  noticed  a  change  of  type,  or  rather 
of  the  relative  frequency  of  our  fevers ;  a  greater  prevalence  of 
bilious  remittents,  and  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
typhoid.  Baptisia  covered  most  of  the  symptoms  of  the  bilious 
remittent.  ^  Dr.  Jones  and  Dr.  E.  P,  Scales. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Scales  writes : 

'^  Last  autumn,  during  three  or  four  months,  we  had  an  epidemic 
of  bilious  typhoid  fever,  commencing  with  chills,  headache,  back- 
ache, pain  in  the  limbs,  bad  taste,  offensive  breath,  dreamy,  troubled 
sleep.  Many  of  the  cases  had  also  slight  sore  throat;  pulse  full, 
but  generally  slow ;  bowels  constipated,  or  with  occasional  dark, 
offensive  stools.  Soon  the  chills  alternated  with  fever,  usually 
with  moist  skin ;  or  the  chills  and  fever  were  simultaneous,  with 
soreness  of  the  flesh.  Baptisia  ^  '''^^  ^  cured  all  cases  which 
came  under  my  care.  For  particulars  respectiug  Baptisia,  see  an 
article  by  E.  U.  Jones,  M.D.,  in  the  New  England  Medical  Gazette 
for  February,  1868,  which  I  most  heartily  indorse.  I  feel  confident 
that  the  usual  autumnal  continued  fever  of  this  section  can  be 
perfectly  controlled  by  Baptisia  tinct,^,  given  at  intervals  of  one  to 
four  hours." 

Last  fall  I  had  several  cases  of  bilious  remittent  fever.  They 
were  entirely  unlike  typhoid  fever,  if  by  this  we  understand  the 
enteric  fever  of  Wood.  There  were  no  rose  spots,  no  tympanites, 
no  tenderness  in  the  left  iliac  region.  The  fever  was  decidedly 
remittent,  in  one  case  nearly  intermittent. 

The  patient  in  whom  it  was  so  markedly  intermittent  was  born 
in  Boston,  and  has  always  lived  in  the  city  or  its  immediate  vicin- 
ity. He  had  a  well-marked  chill  at  4  p.m.,  then  heat  till  mid- 
night, then  profuse  perspiration. 
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Cases  of  this  kind,  no  doubt,  are  sometimes  cited  as  instances  of 
intermittent  fever,  originating  in  this  vicinity.  The  fever  continued 
in  two  cases  nearly  five  weeks  in  spite  of  all  remedies  used.  Dr. 
Gregg,  in  consultation,  advised  that  a  cold  pack  should  be  given 
daily,  before  or  just  as  the  febrile  exacerbation  was  coming  on. 
Whe'n  this  patient  was  seen  by  Dr.  Gregg,  the  only  apparent  devi- 
ation from  a  healthy  functional  activity  was  a  great  dryness  and 
complete  inactivity  of  the  skin,  although  the  febrile  paroxysm  was 
very  severe.  The  tongue  was  not  foul,  and  the  bowels  were  regu- 
lar, with  daily  evacuations,  something  unusual  for  the  patient,  as  she 
is  habitually  constipated,  and  depends  upon  enemas  for  the  move- 
ment of  the  bowels.  Aeon.,  Gels.  Verat.,  vir.,  Gels,  and  Bry.  in 
rapid  alternation,  and  the  '^rum  sweat"  had  failed  to  induce  per- 
spiration. Three  packs  broke  up  the  more  grave  symptoms,  after 
which  Baptisia  and  other  remedies  showed  their  power  in  promoting 
convalescence. 

The  case  so  nearly  approaching  an  intermittent  in  form  was 
most  benefited  by  Cedron  tincture,  which  stopped  the  chills. 

I  fully  indorse  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Jones  in  the  Gazette  on  the 
relatively  greater  frequency  of  bilious  remittent  fever,  and  also  on 
Baptisia.  I  did  not  see  during  the  fall  a  single  case  of  our  usual 
typhoid  fever.  H. 

DIARRHCEA    OF   PREGNANCY.  —  ARSENICUM. 

BY  S.   P.   GRAVES,   M.D..    SACO,   ME. 
Read  before  the  Maine  Homceopathic  Medical  Society. 

February  23,  1867.  —  I  was  called  to  see  a  lady,  twenty-four 
years  old,  light  complexion,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  the  whole  ex- 
pression of  the  countenance  extremely  anxious.  She  was  in  bed, 
sitting  rather  than  lying,  with  lower  extremities  drawn  up, 
shoulders  raised  upon  pillows,  head  bent  forward,  and  arms  press- 
ing upon  the  chest  ]  she  presented  altogether  a  most  pitiable  appear- 
ance. The  pulse  was  quick  and  feeble ;  the  tongue  parched  and 
white.  She  complained  of  confused  feeling  of  the  head  j  burning 
thirst ;  cold  feet  and  hands ;  burning  pain  in  stomach  and  bowels, 
with  nausea  and  vomiting ;  increased  by  ingesta  of  any  kind ;  draw- 
ing pain  in  the  back  (sacro-lumbar  region),  and  bearing  down  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  bowels,  with  diarrhoea,  and  a  tendency  to 
movement  of  bowels  after  taking  the  smallest  qua^ntities  of  food  Or 
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drink ;  from  ten  to  fifteen  evacuations  in  the  day  (twenty-four  hours) 
of  thin,  watery  or  undigested  matter,  followed  by  tenesmus  and 
burning  at  the  anus  j  general  prostration  and  uneasiness. 

Observing  that  the  more  acute  suffering  of  the  patient  was 
paroxysmal,  inquiry  brought  out  the  fact  that  she  was  in  the 
fifth  month  of  gestation,  also  that  the  diarrhoea  commenced  about 
the  time  of  conception.  This  complication  led  to  some  doubt  for 
a  time  whether  the  alvine  or  uterine  condition  should  receive  the 
first  attention ;  but  as  the  preponderance  of  symptoms  was  covered 
by  the  remedy  appropriate  to  the  former,  its  use  was  decided  on, 
and  ArsJ^^  was  given  —  in  powders,  because  of  the  effect  of  water 
upon  the  stomach,  —  one  powder  to  be  taken  after  each  evacuation 
until  improvement  or  exacerbation  was  observed. 

Early  next  morning  I  called  again,  and  found  the  patient  worse. 
On  reviewing  the  case,  the  exacerbation  seemed  clearly  attributable 
to  the  medicine.  Instead  of  changing  the  drug,  Ars,  ^^'^^^  was 
substituted,  and  used  as  the  former  had  been,  with  direction  to  stop 
its  use  if  any  change  was  manifest  in  the  patient's  condition.  Only 
three  powders  were  taken  in  as  many  hours,  when  the  change  was 
so  marked  that  no  more  medicine  was  taken.  All  the  symptoms, 
uterine  as  well  as  alvine,  abated  or  disappeared  gradually ;  the 
appetite  returned,  and  with  well-selected  diet  alone  the  patient  was 
able  to  walk  out  in  ten  days,  though  still  weak  and  emaciated. 

She  continued  well  until  some  time  in  the  eighth  month  of 
gestation,  when,  through  fright  from  a  runaway  accident,  labor 
came  on,  and  the  woman  died  in  convulsions,  after  being  delivered 
of  a  living  child. 

At  my  first  visit,  the  husband  had  infornied  me  that  this  patient 
had  been  under  eclectic  and  allopathic  treatment  nearly  four 
months  for  "  chronic  diarrhoea,"  and  was  so  much  reduced  as  to 
be  unable  to  leave  her  bed  without  assistance.  She  died  under 
allopathic  treatment,  having  removed  to  a  town  some  miles  distant. 

We  find  in  the  provings  of  Arsenicum  excessive  debility, 
emaciation,  coldness  of  the  limbs,  with  or  without  moisture, 
violent  thirst,  burning  pain  in  stomach  and  bowels,  diarrhoea 
after  eating  or  drinking,  —  indeed,  nearly  every  symptom  observable 
in  this  case.  But  the  striking  similarity  to  a  case  of  arsenical 
poisoning  once  under  my  observation  was  perhaps  my  chief  reason 
for  its  selection. 
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One  point  about  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  satisfy  myself  is, 
whether  the  cure  was  the  result  of  a  suspension  of  the  30th  or  the 
exhibition  of  the  30,000th.  Certainly  my  astonishment  was  no 
greater  that  the  improvement  followed  so  promptly  and  decidedly 
the  exhibition  of  the  latter,  than  that  it  did  not  follow,  the  use  of 
the  former.  But  "  what  can  we  reason  but  from  what  we  know  ?  " 
Here,  on  the  one  hand,  we  know  that  exacerbation  followed  the 
use  of  the  30th ;  and  we  know  just  as  well  that  permanent  improve- 
ment followed  the  use  of  the  30,000th.  And  on  the  other  hand  we 
know  that  the  curative  effect  is  sometimes  sure  to  follow  closely 
upon  an  exacerbation,  attributable  to  no  other  cause  than  the  drug- 
effect  of  medicine. 

Query.  —  Which  was  it  in  this  case  ? 


A  CASE  OF  EXHAUSTION  OF  BRAIN  POWER. 

BY  L.  DENNIS,  M.D.,  NEWARK,  N.  J. 

The  patient  is  a  lady  aged  31  j  of  quick  intellectual  perceptions; 
ardent,  enthusiastic  disposition ;  with  a  tendency  to  catarrh ;  physio- 
logical functions  ordinarily  normal.  She  has  been  a  teacher  thirteen 
years.  For  three  years  past,  she  has  been  distressed  more  or  less 
with  intense  aching  of  eyes  and  head  on  using  them  in  reading  or 
in  any  occupation  requiring  close  looking,  also  on  vigorous  or  con- 
tinued application  of  the  mind.  The  duties  of  her  calling  at  last 
became  so  burdensome  that  she  was  very  much  reduced  in  health, 
and  at  the  close  of  each  school  year  was  unfit  for  any  labor,  physi- 
cal or  mental.  In  this  condition  the  appetite  failed,  bowels  became 
constipated^  and  leucorrhoea  supervened.  These  symptoms  were 
several  times  removed  by  Gels.,  CJiina,  and  Sulph.  ac. 

About  nine  months  since,  she  was  compelled  to  give  up  teaching 
entirely,  after  which  the  head  grew  very  much  worse.  Strong 
light  was  intolerable,  hence  she  was  unable  to  walk  on  clear,  bright 
days.  Loud  sounds  were  exceedingly  distressing ;  the  singing  of 
a  chorus  giving  her  intense  pain  for  days  ]  and  all  music  gave  her 
pain,  though  she  was  passionately  fond  of  it  when  in  health.  Or- 
dinary social  calls  were  too  taxing.  A  confused  feeling  of  the 
brain,  with  occasionally  slight  vertigo,  resulted  from  any  mental  ex- 
ertion. Rapid  conversation  set  her  brain  to  whirling  and  aching. 
Even  the  slightest  interest  in  any  physical  employment,  as  the 
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simple  operation  of  cutting  carpet-rags  or  dusting  a  room,  would 
produce  headache.  She  now  became  nervous  and  wakeful  at  night ; 
was  annoyed  b j  constant  and  unpleasant  dreams,  and  unrefreshed  by 
sleep.  Her  memory  was  somewhat  impaired.  She  found  great 
difficulty  in  controlling  her  thoughts ;  the  mind,  fastening  upon 
some  subject,  would  run  on  and  on,  in  spite  of  her  efforts  to  relax  the 
hold  upon  it,  and  even  though  its  operations  were  excessively  pain- 
ful. Though  a  devoted,  earnest  Christian,  her  fortitude  and  will 
now  became  impaired ;  and  she  feared  to  send  for  me  again,  while 
enduring  these  pains  for  several  weeks,  lest  I  should  destroy  all  hope 
by  telling  her  she  had  softening  of  the  brain,  which  she  regarded  as 
incurable.  Pulse  normal  and  soft.  Occasionally  a  little  irritation 
of  the  urinary  organs,  so  that  micturition  was  more  frequent  than 
natural. 

The  absence  of  inflammatory  symptoms  excluded  the  idea  of  red 
softening ;  the  diagnosis  lay,  then,  between  white  softening  and  ex- 
haustion of  brain  power.  Of  the  former,  the  symptoms  are  prom- 
inently :  gradual  impairment  of  intelligence,  weakness  of  memory, 
headache,  vertigo,  muscular  debility,  cutaneous  hyperaesthesia, 
formication  and  numbness,  slight  partial  paralysis,  especially  of  the 
muscles  of  one  side  of  the  mouth,  or  of  one  eyelid,  irritability  of 
temper,  nausea  and  vomiting,  extreme  sensitiveness  to  sounds,  pain- 
ful feelings  in  various  parts  of  the  body;  later,  more  general 
paralysis,  usually  hemiplegic,  and  spasms  or  epileptiform  convul- 
sions. While  of  the  latter,  the  symptoms  are  briefly :  loss  of  brain 
functions,  either  gradually  or  suddenly,  as  by  collapse,  slight  im- 
pairment of  memory,  ability  to  read  and  write  for  short  periods 
only,  power  of  thought  and  judgment  unperverted,  concentration 
enfeebled,  sleepless  nights,  ringing  in  the  ears,  bears  but  little 
exercise,  digestion  unimpaired,  heart  apt  to  be  a  little  irregular, 
frequent  desire  to  urinate.  Tiiese  differ  from  the  symptoms  of 
serious  cerebral  disturbance  mainly  in  the  less  marked  and  constant 
headache,  unimpaired  intelligence,  non-occurrence  of  spasms,  and 
absence  of  paralysis  of  motion  and  sensation.  These  decided  the 
diagnosis  in  favor  of  exhaustion  of  brain  power. 

The  patient  was  put  upon  Phos.  ac.  ^  every  two  hours,  Gels.^  at 
night,  if  sleepless.  Improvement  in  all  the  symptoms  was  rapid 
for  three  or  four  weeks.    Progress  being  then  slower,  Calc.  carh. ^  ^^^j, 
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night  and  morning,  was  added.  At  present,  after  four  months  of 
treatment,  the  Calc.  being  for  some  time  discontinued,  and  the 
Phos.  ac.  given  at  longer  intervals,  the  patient  reports  that  she 
can  read  fifteen  minutes  at  a  time  several  times  during  the  day, 
make  and  receive  calls,  vralk  more  than  a  mile  at  a  time  in  tlie  cool 
part  of  the  day,  and  engage  in  ordinary  household  duties ;  that  her 
sleep  is  quiet  and  refreshing,  appetite  and  digestion  good ;  and, 
with  the  exception  of  a  slight  tendency  to  constipation,  all  the 
physiological  functions  are  normal. 


RETROVERSION   OF  THE  UTERUS. 

BY  C.  S.  SHELTON,  M.D.,  JERSEY  CITY. 

Mrs.  J.,  aged  fifty  years,  quite  fleshy,  good  health,  who  has  never 
borne  children,  but  still  menstruates,  found  herself,  on  April  3d, 
unable  to  evacuate  either  bladder  or  rectum. 

At  4  p.  M.  I  found  the  hypogastric  region  greatly  distended,  and 
the  suffering  extreme ;  bladder  not  emptied  for  twenty  four  hours. 

She  was  unable  to  trace  her  present  condition  to  any  cause ; 
the  daily  routine  of  duties  had  been  the  same  as  on  previous  days 
By  the  use  of  the  catheter  she  was  soon  relieved.  I  left  her  very 
comfortable,  with  instructions  to  send  for  me  if  she  experienced 
further  trouble. 

The  following  morning  I  was  called  to  give  relief  as  before. 

The  inference  was,  that  there  was  mechanical  obstruction  to  the 
evacuation  of  those  organs.  Upon  vaginal  examination,  the  uterus 
was  found  retroverted,  and  so  firmly  impacted  in  the  pelvic  strait 
as  to  be  immovable  by  the  strongest  pressure  made  with  two  fingers. 

On  her  assuming  the  position  on  knees  and  elbows,  I  inti'oduced 
two  fingers  of  the  left  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  two  of  the  right 
into  the  rectum,  and  with  the  strongest  force  by  this  means  was 
unable  at  first  to  start  it  from  its  position.  But  by  long-continued 
pressure,  at  the  same  time  combining  a  sort  of  a  twisting,  rotary 
motion  of  the  fingers,  with  direct  pressure,  the  uterus  at  last  began 
to  gradually  recede,  and  passed  beyond  reach. 

The  bowels  shortly  after  moved,  and  no  further  inconvenience 
was  experienced. 
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The  point  of  especial  interest  to  my  mind  is  the  extremely  low 
position  in  the  pelvic  strait  to  which  the  retroverted  uterus  was 
forced,  and  the  firmness  with  which  it  was  held  in  that  position. 
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BOSTON,    OCTOBER,    1869. 

We  are  glad  to  observe  that  the  trustees  of  our  public  libraries 
are  beginning  to  realize  the  great  and  growing  importance  of  homoe- 
opathy. The  Boston  Public  Library  has  just  placed  upon  its  shelves 
a  complete  set  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy^  twenty-seven 
volumes  in  all.  This  has,  from  the  first,  been  a  valuable  publication, 
and  contains  a  vast  amount  of  information.  Two  or  three  periodicals 
of  our  school  have  also  been  ordered  for  the  reading-room.  The  Astor 
Library  in  New  York  has  recently  devoted  an  entire  alcove  to 
homoeopathy,  and  subscribes  for  several  of  our  leading  journals.  As 
its  funds  are  limited,  we  would  suggest  to  publishers  the  propriety 
of  furnishing  copies  gratuitously.  It  would  be  wise  also  for  our 
friends  to  commit  to  the  shelves  of  public  libraries,  for  safe  keeping 
and  future  reference,  such  rare  works  as  are  important  rather  in  the 
history  than  in  the  present  practice  of  homoeopathy.  It  will  not  be 
many  years  before  our  libraries  will  be  rivalling  each  other  in  their 
completeness  in  this  department. 

State  Board  of  Health  and  Vital  Statistics. —  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  has  appointed  Dr. 
Henr3^  I.  Bowditch,  Dr.  George  Derby,  and  Warren  Savv3'er,  Esq  , 
of  Boston,  Robert  L.  Davis,  Esq.,  of  Fall  River,  Lion.  Richard  Froth- 
ingham,  of  Charlestown,  Hon.  P.  Emory  Aldrich,  of  Worcester,  and 
William  C.  Chapin,  Esq.,  of  Lawrence,  members  of  this  board. 

While  we  have  no  fault  to  find  with  any  of  the  persons  appointed 
to  a  work  of  such  importance  to  the  community,  we  cannot  but  feel 
that  a  physician  should  have  been  selected  from  our  large  and  rap- 
idly increasing  branch  of  medical  practice.  It  remains,  however,  for 
some  of  our  physicians  to  so  distinguish  themselves  in  hygiene  and 
social  science,  branches  collateral  to  their  j^rofession,  that  the  public 
shall  demand  their  appointment  upon  this  Board.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, we  feel  entirely  certain  that  our  eminentl}^  just  and  noble- 
minded  Governor  would  be  glad  to  accede  to  our  claims. 
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Monument  to  Dr.  Gram.  —  The  New  York  State  Homoeopathic 
Medical  Society  has  inaugurated  a  movement  which  will  awaken  the 
interest  and  command  the  support  of  every  member  of  our  school. 
It  is  to  raise,  by  a  dollar  subscription,  a  sufficient  sum  to  erect  a  suita- 
ble monument  to  Hans  Burch  Gram,  M.D.,  the  pioneer  of  homoeo- 
path}^ in  this  country. 

Dr.  Gram  was  born  in  Boston,  in  1786.  His  father,  Hans  Gram, 
son  of  a  wealthy  shipmaster  of  Copenhagen,  was  Private  Secretary 
to  the  Governor  of  Saint  Croix ;  but  while  on  a  visit  to  Boston,  he 
married,  and  resigned  his  position  as  Secretary.  Offended  by  this  pro- 
ceeding, his  father  disowned,  but  did  not  disinherit  him,  and  he  lived 
the  remainder  of  his  days  in  this  city.  The  record  of  his  Boston  life  is 
not  very  complete,  and  at  the  time  when  his  oldest  child,  the  subject  of 
this  memorial,  was  born,  his  exact  residence  is  not  known  ;  but  later  we 
find  him,  an  organist  by  profession,  living  first  on  Cambridge  Street, 
and  then  on  Common  Street,  where  he  died  in  1803.  Two  years  later  the 
widow  died,  and  the  son  went  to  Copenhagen  to  secure  the  large  prop- 
erty which  his  father  had  inherited.  In  this  he  was  but  partially  suc- 
cessful, obtaining  only  enough  to  give  himself  a  superior  education. 
He  thus  fitted  himself  for  the  companionship,  which  he  afterwards 
enjoyed,  of  the  most  eminent  literary  and  medical  scholars  of  Den- 
mark. In  1825  he  returned  to  America,  and  thenceforth  made  New 
York  his  home.  He  was  dependent  for  support  upon  his  profession 
to  which  he  was  an  ardent  devotee.  His  superior  qualifications  and 
professional  reputation  commanded  the  respect  and  admiration  of  the 
leading  physicians  of  New  York,  who  considered  him  one  of  the  most 
learned  and  skilful  men  in  this  country.  He  became  a  member,  and 
afterwards  President,  of  the  New  York  Medical  and  Philosophical 
Society.  There  was  no  position  in  the  profession  which  he  might  not 
have  attained,  but  for  his  knowledge  of  and  belief  in  the  principles  of 
homoeopathy  as  promulgated  by  Hahnemann,  and  which  he  justly 
thought  were  destined  to  make  a  revolution  and  reformation  in  the  med- 
ical art.  Soon  after  coming  to  New  York,  he  published  a  pamphlet  of 
twenty-four  pages,  setting  forth  this  new  law  of  healing.  At  first,  this 
only  excited  the  ridicule  of  his  associates,  but  as  one  prominent 
physician  after  another  examined  and  adopted  the  new  doctrine,  the 
majority,  alarmed  at  this  sudden  invasion  of  new  ideas,  and  revolt 
from  all  their  former  teachings,  changed  from  warm  admirers  and 
friends  to  most  bitter,  persistent,  unscrupulous  enemies  and  persecu- 
tors. For  nearly  fifteen  years  he  lived  a  martyr  to  these  relentless 
persecutions,  and  died  in  poverty  Feb.   18,   1840.     His  friend  and 


376  CORRESPONDENCE. 

pupil  John  F.  Gray,  removed  his  remains  from  an  obscure  grave  to  his 
own  lot  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Sept.  4,  1862. 

As  yet  no  stone  marks  the  last  resting-place  of  this  noble  pioneer. 
But  the  enthusiasm  with  which  the  suggestion  of  the  New  York 
Society  has  been  received  makes  it  certain  that  the  homoeopathists  of 
America  will  raise  a  monument  to  his  memory  which  shall  be  equally 
a  tribute  to  the  noble  qualities  of  the  man,  and  to  the  principles  in 
the  defence  of  which  he  sacrificed  so  much. 

"  HoMCEOPATHic  MiDWiFERY. "  —  Under  tMs  title,  the  statement  is 
going  the  rounds  of  the  allopathic  journals,  that  Professor  Lewis 
A.  Sayre,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  has  removed  a  placenta  in  a  case 
relinquished  by  a  homoeopathic  physician  ;  for  which  wonderful  feat 
Dr.  Sayre  received  a  phaeton  and  pair  of  horses.  Now,  what  this 
neglect,  or  ignorance  if  such  it  was,  on  the  part  of  the  first  attend- 
ant has  to  do  with  homoeopathy  we  do  not  clearly  understand  ;  nor  do 
we  see  how  Professor  Sayre's  skill  or  professional  integrity  can  be 
greatly  increased  by  parading  through  the  journals  the  blunders  of 
any  physician  of  whatever  school.  Does  this  honorable  physician 
wish  to  insinuate  that  this  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  midwifery  of 
homoeopathic  ph^^sicians?  Is  Dr.  Sayre  so  immaculate  that  he  never 
made  any  professional  blunders  ?  As  well  might  these  be  called  fair 
specimens  of  his  practice,  which  on  the  contrary  we  are  happy  to 
■believe  to  be  usually  skilful  and  successful.  We  know  of  blunders  — 
not  one  but  scores  —  far  worse  than  this,  which  have  occurred  in  the 
practice  of  "  eminent "  allopathic  physicians,  and  which,  if  our  allo- 
pathic friends  desire  to  publish  them,  we  can  furnish  for  their  jour- 
nals. 

"We  have  no  wish  to  screen  our  school  or  its  members  from  any 
just  responsibilit}^,  nor  do  we  wish  them  to  rest  under  an  unjust  odium, 
when  vv^e  know  of  so  many  cases  of  allopathic  blundering  which  our 
friends  have  remedied  without  receiving  —  much  less  parading  —  the 
fee  of  "  a  phaeton  and  pair  of  horses." 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

DR.   FINCKE  AND   HIS    POTEXCY    MACHINE. 

New  York,  15  Sept.,  1869. 

Dear  Gazette,  —  The  Patent  Office  draws  out  information  which 
neither  the  professional  integrity  of  the  individual,  the  solicitations  of 
the  profession,  nor  the  mandate  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeo- 
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patlw,  have  been  able  to  obtain.  We  have  often  been  told  how  the  stal- 
wart Jenichen  labored  and  toiled  to  carry  a  few  drugs  up  to  the  10,000th 
potency ;  now  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  a  man,  not  half 
as  large  mentally  or  physically  as  the  aforesaid  Jenichen,  and  who 
claimed  to  be  engaged  in  an  extensive  practice,  and  who  at  the  same 
time  could  give  us  such  a  plethora  of  words  that  even  the  State  of 
New  York,  which  usually  prints  everything  that  offers,  hesitated 
about  finding  space  to  publish  such  a  vast  attenuation  of  ideas,  could, 
v>-ithout  even  the  turning  of  his  hand,  produce  medicines  of  the  100,- 
000th  or  200,000th  potency. 

The  secret  is  out  now ;  but  the  laws  of  the  United  States  say 
that  nobody  shall  be  allowed  to  use  it  save  the  great  Fincke.  From 
the  specification  of  the  patent,  your  readers  will  see  that  the  wonder- 
ful problem,  like  that  of  Columbus'  egg,  is  quite  simple  when  once 
solved.  A  glass  tank  is  graduated  to  hold,  say,  50,000  drams. 
This  contains  the  vehicle,  alcohol  or  water.  From  this  the  liquid  is 
drawn  by  a  siphon,  which  discharges  it  at  the  bottom  of  a  vial  hold- 
ing, say,  one  dram.  A  drop  of  the  medicine  is  put  into  the  vial,  and 
each  time  that  one  dram  of  the  alcohol  or  water,  whichever  is  used, 
has  run  into  the  vial,  it  is  called  one  additional  potency.  When  the 
whole  50,000  drams  have  run  into  the  vial,  and  49,990  drams 
have  run  over  the  top  of  it,  the  dram  remaining  is  of  *'  the  50,00Uth 
[Fincke]  potency !  "  In  this  way,  one  could  run  the  machine  all 
night,  and  in  the  morning  he  would  have  a  50,  a  100,  or  a  150,000th 
potency,  all  ready  to  be  furnished  to  physicians  at  Dr.  Fincke's  pub- 
lished rates,  viz  :  ''  $1  for  the  first  thousandth  potency,  and  ten  cents 
more  for  each  additional  thousand."  Thus  "  Lachesis  I'Ooo^  ^i  pgj. 
vial;  Lachesis  7i.ooo^  $8  per  vial."  See  "List  of  Dr.  B.  Fincke's 
High  Potencies." 

There  is  no  longer  any  doubt.  Dr.  Fincke  has  discovered  an 
original  and  easy  way  of  reaching  the  high  potencies.  T  am  remind- 
ed of  another  method,  recommended  by  one  of  our  allopathic  friends, 
which  I  think  would  be  quite  as  efficacious : 

''Take   a  little  rum, 
(The  less  you  take  the  better,) 
Put   it  in  the  lakes 
Of  Wenner  and  of  Wetter. 

Stir  it  well  about, 

(Mind  you  don't  get  groggy,) 

Dip   a  spoonful   out. 

Into  Winnepiseogee,"  etc.,  etc. 

It  only  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  profession  will  use  medi- 
cines prepared  in  such  a  manner,  and  whether  they  will  countenance 
a  man  who  has  behaved,  in  relation  to  his  secret,  so  unprofessionally 
as  has  Dr.  Fincke. 

We  have  just  had  a  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  State  Society  here, 
and  though  the  number  in  attendance  was  very  respectable,  yet  there 
were  not  as  many  scientific  papers,  nor  so  much  of  valuable  discus- 
sion as  there   should  have  been.     There  was,  however,  a  movement 

NO.  X.  —  VOL.  IV.  35* 
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started  at  the  meeting"  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  Dr.  Gram 
by  the  homoeopathists  of  America.  Already  the  committee  appoint- 
ed have  begun  their  work,  wliich  is  certainly  a  commendable  one,  and 
one  to  "which  New  England,  we  hope,  will  respond  favorably.         * 
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THE    BOSTON    ACADEMY    OF    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICINE. 
Reported  by  A.  F.  Squier,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

September  13, 1869.  —  The  society  resumed  its  bi-monthly  sessions. 
Dr.  iSquier  exhibited  a  pathological  specimen,  consisting  of  a  portion 
of  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  the  base  of  the  right  ventricle  of  the 
heart,  which  was  removed  from  the  body  of  a  girl  of  ten  3^ears,  a  pa- 
tient of  Dr.  D.  Thayer.  The  semilunar  valves  had  entirely  lost 
their  triplicate  character,  and  become  fused  together  so  as  to  form  a 
little  cup  or  cone.  The  lines  of  demarkation  between  the  valves  were 
entirely  effaced  ;  they  were  rendered  very  stiff  and  unyielding  b}^  the 
addition  of  fibrinous  material,  and  were  nearl}^  a  line  in  thickness. 
Directly  in  the  centre  of  this  cone  was  an  opening  about  one-fourth 
of  an  inch  in  diameter,  through  which  the  blood  might  pass  to  the 
lungs  ;  little  opposition  to  its  regurgitation  into  the  ventricle  could 
have  been  offered,  in  consequence  of  the  extreme  stiffness  of  the  altered 
valves,  which,  under  considerable  pressure,  would  retain  their  co- 
noidal  form,  and  the  patency  of  the  opening.  At  the  autopsy,  the  tri- 
cuspid and  mitral  valves  were  found  to  be  somewhat  thickened,  es- 
pecially at  their  edges,  by  beads  of  fibrine.  On  the  external  surface 
of  the  heart  was  a  large,  smooth  patch  of  fibrme,  with  two  or  three 
little  strings  of  the  same  material  hanging  from  the  opposing  surface 
of  the  pericardium. 

The  only  history  of  the  case  which  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  was, 
that  the  child  had  been  slightly  affected  with  heart-symptoms  since 
birth.  Some  five  3'ears  ago  she  had  acute  rheumatism,  and  since 
then  the  cardiac  symptoms  had  been  much  worse.  During  the  last 
few  3'ears,  she  had  been  subject  to  attacks  resembling  sj-ncopal  con- 
vulsions, during  which  she  would  fall  down  suddenh',  become  in- 
sensible, and  the  body  would  be  affected  b}^  general  convulsive  move- 
ments. She  would  gradually  recover,  after  remaining  in  this  state 
for  from  ten  to  thirty  minutes.  Auscultatory  signs  could  not,  unfor- 
tunately, be  obtained. 

An  interesting  question  arises  in  this  case  as  to  whether  the  abnor- 
mit}^  of  the  valves  of  the  pulmonary  arter^^  were  congenital,  or  due 
to  the  attack  of  rheumatism.  It  seems  to  be  a  well-established  fact, 
that  endocarditis  of  the  right  side  is  of  extremely  rare  occurrence 
after  birth,  and  that  in  those  cases  it  is  alwaj^s  accompanied  by  the 
same  disease  in  the  left  side.  Rokitansky  says  :  "  An  interesting 
exception,  to  these  relations  is  presented  in  the  foetus,  where  endocar- 
ditis is  much  more  frequent  in  the  right  side  ;  and  mau}^  of  the  cases 
of  contraction  of  the  openings  of  the  right  side  which  are  met  with 
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in  childhood  and  youth  are  undoubtedly  congenital  and  of  foetal 
origin.  There  are,  moreover,  many  anomalies  of  the  arterial  open- 
ings, especially  of  the  right  side  of  the  heart  and  of"  its  valves, 
which  are  commonly  regarded  as  malformations  (as,  for  instance, 
contraction  and  occlusion  of  this  opening,  and  an  abnormal  condition 
of  the  trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery),  which  are  most  probably  the 
results  of  endocarditis,  already  existing  in  an  early  period  of  foetal  life, 
and  which  give  rise  to  many  arrests  of  structure  within  the  heart."  The 
same  author,  in  speaking  of  congenital  malformation  of  the  heart, 
says  :  *"  These  valves"  (i.  e.  thepuhnonary)  "  not  unfrequently  assume 
an  abnormally  inflated,  annular  form.  .  .  ."  This,  so  far  as  we 
can  judge  what  is  meant  by  the  language,  is  exactly  the  condition 
existing  in  the  specimen  exhibited.  From  the  facts  just  stated,  and 
from  the  additional  one,  that  there  were  evidences  of  heart-disease 
prior  to  the  attack  of  rheumatism  (though  the  exact  nature  of  those 
evidences  he  was  unable  to  learn).  Dr.  Squier  considered  that  the 
abnormity  shown  was  congenital,  the  result  of  foetal  endocarditis,  and 
not  due  to  rheumatic  endocarditis. 

Dr.  Pierce  related  the  history  of  a  case  of  unilocular  ovarian  cyst, 
now  under  his  charge.  The  case  was  of  several  years'  standing,  and 
had  received  almost  every  variety  of  treatment.  At  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital,  a  diagnosis  of  fibrous  tumor  had  been  given, 
and  the  patient  was  told  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  operate  for 
its  removal.  When  she  came  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Pierce,  she 
was  suffering  intensely  from  distention  of  the  abdomen  and  pressure 
of  the  tumor  upon  the  pelvic  viscera  and  nerves,  and  from  general 
debility  consequent  upon  these  sufferings.  He,  being  convinced  of 
the  fluid  nature  of  the  tumor,  evacuated  its  contents  by  a  trocar  and 
canula,  and  since  then  he  has  operated  several  times,  having  with- 
drawn in  the  aggregate  over  six  hundred  pints  of  fluid.  The  most 
complete  relief  follows  the  evacuation  of  the  cyst ;  the  operation 
being  generally  performed  late  in  the  afternoon,  the  patient  is  care- 
fully bandaged  and  kept  in  bed  until  the  next  morning,  when  she 
rises  and  attends  to  her  household  duties. 

Dr.  Pierce  asked  the  opinion  of  the  Academy  with  regard  to  the 
expediency  of  leaving  a  permanent  canula  in  the  cyst,  to  be  carefully 
plugged  and  the  fluid  withdrawn  every  day  or  two. 

Dr.  Squier  referred  to  a  similar  case  reported  in  the  Journal  of  the 
Gyncecological  Society  for  September,  by  Dr.  Sullivan,  of  Maiden,  in 
which  the  retention  of  a  permanent  canula  was  followed  by  complete 
obliteration  of  the  cyst,  and  a  return  of  functional  activity  and 
perfect  general  health. 

THE    MASSACHUSETTS     HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  will  be  held  at  Fraternity  Hall,  554  Wash- 
ington Street,  near  Kneeland  Street,  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  October 
13th,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Subjects  of  Discussion.  1.  The  Influence  of  the  Hepatic  Function 
in  Disease.  2.  Rheumatism.  3.  Bright's  Disease.  The  various 
committees  have  been  actively  at  work  for  the  past  six  months,  and 
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an  exceedingly  interesting  find  earnest  meeting  is  expected.  But  it 
cannot  be  borne  too  strongly  in  mind  by  every  member  of  the  Society 
that  he,  individually,  is  expected  to  contribute  his  part  toward  the 
value  and  interest  of  the  session.  This  may  be  done  by  the  presenta- 
tion of  carefull}^  prepared  papers  ;  b}^  instructive  reports  of  cases  ;  or 
at  least  by  responding,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  to  the  circulars  of  the 
different  committees.  Notice  of  all  communications  to  be  presented 
should  be  sent  immediately  to  the  Secretarj-,  E.  U.  Jones,  M.D., 
Taunton. 

The  meetings  of  this  Society  have  usually  been  large  and  interest- 
ing, and  its  energy  and  activity  were  never  greater  than  at  present. 
The  change  of  the  place  of  meeting  to  a  pleasaiiter  and  more  commo- 
dious haii  will  undoubtedly  add  to  the  convenience  and  enjoyment  of 
the  members. 

THE    NEW    JERSEY    STATE    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 
Reported  l>y  L.  Dennis,  JM.D.,  Secretary. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  was  held  in  Jersey  City  on  Tuesday,  Sep- 
tember 14,  at  3  P.M.,  J.  J.  Yonlin,  M.D.,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 
There  was  a  good  attendance  and  a  lively  interest  in  the  proceed- 
ings. 

Eight  new  members  were  elected,  and  the  Society  now  numbers 
forty  names  on  Its  roll. 

In  a  few  preliminary  remarks,  the  President  stated  that  but  a  few 
years  since  there  were  less  than  a  dozen  homoeopathic  physicians  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  ;  whereas,  at  present,  there  are  between  one 
hundred  and  one  hundred  and  fift3\  In  addition  to  the  State  Society, 
there  are  two  District  Societies,  an  Eastern  and  a  Western  ;  all  three 
are  in  vigorous  working  condition.  What  is  needed  now  is  a  charter, 
which  shall  put  the  State  Society  upon  a  footing  of  equality  with  that 
of  the  dominant  school. 

Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot  of  Boston  being  introduced  by  the  President  was 
welcomed  by  the  Society,  and  invited  to  participate  in  its  delibera- 
tions. Similar  courtesy  was  extended  to  Dr.  White  of  Harlem, 
N.  Y. 

Dr.  Rockwith,  delegate  to  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy, 
being  called  upon  to  report  from  that  body,  declined  in  favor  of  Dr. 
Talbot,  General  Secretar}^  of  the  Institute,  who  responded  in  some 
well-timed  remarks  on  the  necessit3^  and  duty  of  thorough  and  efficient 
organization.  This  includes  the  propriet}^  of  supporting  local,  district, 
and  State  Societies,  and  through  them  the  American  Institute.  He 
reported  the  national  body  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition,  having  on 
its  roll  the  names  of  nearly  a  thousand  members.  Since  the  Boston 
meeting,  even  thus  early,  numerous  applications  for  admission  next 
year  have  been  made.  The  Bureaus  are  already  at  work,  collecting  and 
arranging  material,  and  a  still  more  interesting  meeting  is  predicted 
at  Chicago,  in  1870. 

Dr.  Mandeville,  delegate  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  Society,  reported 
it  to  be  a  live  body,  which  extends  fraternal  greetings  to  their  brethren 
of  New  Jersey. 
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In  the  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Practice,  R.  M.  Wilkinson,  M.D.,  of 
Trenton,  gave  the  following  history  of  a  case  of  sciatica :  — 

I.  F.,  aged  thirty-five,  policeman,  applied  July  14,  1869,  for  relief 
from  neuralgia  of  the  sacro-sciatic  nerve  of  the  left  side.  He  had  been 
compelled  to  retire  from  duty  a  month  previous.  He  was  compara- 
tively free  from  pain  while  walking  ;  but  in  standing,  sitting,  or  in  bed, 
he  was  compelled  to  keep  his  leg  flexed.  I  gave  him  one  powder  of 
Kali  bichr.^^^.  Sac-  lact.  was  then  administered  daily.  In  five  days 
he  had  resumed  his  duties  ;  the  pain  had  left  the  hip,  and  was  diffused 
throughout  the  entire  limb.  Pressure  on  the  tibial  nerve  caused  pain 
to  shoot  through  the  entire  nerve  to  the  hip.  He  continued  the  sac. 
lact.  Shortly  after  this  he  had  a  three  mile  race  after  a  malefactor, 
and  the  next  day  reported  himself  worse  than  he  had  ever  been.  He 
was  given  one  powder  of  Kali  bicJir.^^'^^^.  to  be  taken  on  going  to  bed. 
The  next  morning  he  awoke  without  any  pain,  and  has  continued 
well. 

This  is  evidently  a  cure,  for  we  are  all  aware  what  a  refractory 
disease  sciatica  is.  The  selection  of  the  remedy  was  principally  based 
upon  the  location  of  the  disease,  on  the  left  side,  Tellurium  being 
recommended  for  the  same  disease  on  the  right  side. 

Dr.  Dennis  read  a  case  of  exhaustion  of  brain-power,  gradually 
coming  on  for  three  or  four  years,  in  a  teacher  overworked  ;  recovery 
progressing  rapidly  for  the  past  four  months  under  PJios.  ac.^  and 
Calc.  carb.  '^^^'^-  with  Gels,  as  an  intercurrent  for  sleeplessness. 

Dr.  Rockwith  suggested  Aeon,  and  Kali  brom. 

Dr.  Pfeiffer  thought  PJios.  indicated  ;  he  had  frequently  used  it 
with  benefit  in  troubles  of  the  brain,  especially  in  loss  of  memory. 

Dr.  Andrews  inquired  what  w^ould  have  been  the  effect  of  putting 
the  patient  upon  a  diet  containing  a  large  proportion  of  organized 
phosphorus. 

Dr.  Mandeville  reported  a  case  of  entire  paralysis  of  motion,  with 
partial  loss  of  sensation  in  the  fingers  and  thumbs  of  both  hands. 
The  patient  was  a  civil  engineer ;  the  cause  of  the  affection  was  in- 
volved in  obscurity.  It  first  appeared,  suddenly,  in  the  third  finger 
of  the  right  hand.  In  the  course  of  a  month,  it  attacked  successively 
'the  second,  fourth,  and  first  fingers.  The  left  hand  was  then  attacked, 
the  disease  following  the  same  course.  Later  both  thumbs  became  para- 
lyzed, and  here  the  disease  seemed  to  remain  stationary.  Various 
homoeopathic  remedies,  selected  with  the  greatest  care,  were  adminis- 
tered without  benefit.  Electricity  afforded  no  relief.  The  patient  has 
since  been  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Carnochan,  but  without  improve- 
ment. 

Dr.  Richards  cited  a  case  of  acute  and  persistent  uterine  or  abdomi- 
nal neuralgia  cured  with  Sec.  cor.^^ 

From  the  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica,  Dr.  W".  McGeorge  reported 
progress  in  the  proving  of  Mhus  venenata^  and  asked  for  volunteers  in 
the  work.  Dr.  Rockwith  announced  the  formation  of  an  American 
Provers'  Society,  and  solicited  aid  from  members. 

Surgery.  —  A  patient,  with  fatty  tumor  over  the  right  shoulder,  was 
introduced  to  the  Society  by  Dr.  Youlin,  who  stated  that  the  swelling 
seemed  to  have  diminished  under  the  use  of  PJios, 
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Dr.  Webb  advised  operation. 

Dr.  Rockwith  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the  use  of  wire 
gauze  as  a  splint  in  surgical  cases,  and  read  the  history  of  two  opera- 
tions for  phimosis,  one  for  adhesion  of  the  nymphse,  and  one  for 
tumor  of  the  orbit. 

Dr.  White  of  New  York  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the 
recent  remarkable  case  in  which  Dr.  Beebe  removed  fifty-eight  inches 
of  sphacelated  intestine  and  saved  the  patient.  The  President  stated 
that  the  September  number  of  the  New  England  Medical  Gazette  con- 
tained a  full  report  of  the  case. 

Dr.  Rockwith  read  a  paper  giving  some  practical  hints  on  the 
preparation  and  preservation  of  medicines ;  and  on  his  motion  a 
Bureau  of  Pharmacology  and  Collateral  Sciences  was  voted.  Dr. 
Rockwith  was  appointed  chairman. 

A  committee  of  six  was  appointed  to  revise  the  constitution  and 
by-laws  of  the  Society  preparatory  to  incorporation  ;  and  a  committee 
of  nine  was  appointed,  with  full  powers,  to  obtain  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion from  the  Legislature. 

The  society,  on  its  adjournment,  was  invited  to  the  house  of  the 
President,  Dr.  Youlin,  where  a  bountiful  collation  awaited  them. 

In  the  evening  the  members,  by  invitation  of  the  New  York  State 
Society,  visited  New  York,  and  participated  in  the  meeting  and  colla- 
tion of  the  latter  society,  at  Cooper  Institute. 

THE    HOMCEOPATHIC      MEDICAL      SOCIETY    OF    THE     WESTERN     DISTRICT    OF 

NEW    JERSEY. 
Reported  by  W.  McGeorge,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

The  Society  met  at  the  West  Jersey  Hotel,  Camden,  on  Wednes- 
day, August  18,  at  II  A.M.,  D.  R.  Gardiner,  M.D.,  President,  in  the 
chair.     Four  new  members  were  elected. 

The  Secretary  was  requested  to  keep  up  a  correspondence  with  the 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Association  of  the  Eastern  District,  and  to 
transmit  quarterly  a  synopsis  of  our  discussions  to  that  body. 

The  Bureau  of  Obstetrics,  through  its  chairman.  Dr.  Wilkinson, 
made  a  report  in  writing.  From  this  report  we  extract  the  following  : 
"  The  successful  obstetrician  must  be  possessed  of  a  fair  share  of 
patience ;  .  .  .  he  should  never  neglect  his  patient,  but  be  careful 
not  to  be  over-officious,  lest  he  alarm  her.  He  should  endeavor  to  be 
calm,  and  always  cheerful,  for  there  is  no  time,  probably,  when  there 
is  so  much  need  that  the  patient  should  have  confidence  in  the  physi- 
cian as  during  parturition." 

Dr.  Hunt  related  a  case  confirming  the  importance  of  this  confi- 
dence. During  his  absence  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Institute, 
one  of  his  patients  was  attended,  during  labor,  by  a  physician  with 
whom  she  was  not  acquainted.  Upon  missing  her  accustomed  physi- 
cian, she  became  much  depressed.  After  a  tedious  labor  one  child 
was  born,  and  a  second  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  depression  con- 
tinued, and  severe  haemorrhage  ensued  after  delivery  of  the  second 
child.  The  placenta  was  never  removed.  The  haemorrhage  at  length 
ceased,  but  she  never  rallied,  and  died  in  twent3'-four  hours  after  this 
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second  delivery.  During  the  interval  between  the  birth  of  her  chil- 
dren, she  was  made  to  get  up  and  walk  about.  Opinion  was  freely- 
expressed  by  some  that  possibly  improper  treatment  had  as  much  to 
do  with  the  unfortunate  termination  as  the  want  of  confidence.  The 
treatment  was  entirely  disapproved  of. 

Dr.  Tuller  cited ,  a  case  where  a  lady  had  been  attended  in  eight 
confinements  by  a  homoeopathic  physician,  who  gave  ergot  to 
bring  on  the  after-pains,  which  were  generally  absent.  In  her  ninth 
labor,  in  the  absence  of  her  physician,  a  stranger  (allopath)  was 
called,  who  gave  her  nothing  to  bring  on  the  after-pains,  and  she  died 
from  haemorrhage,  the  placenta  failing  to  come  away.  He  asked 
whether  it  would  be  considered  sound  homoeopathic  practice  to  give 
ergot,  in  crude  form,  in  such  cases. 

The  President  stated  he  should  certainly  use  the  ergot  in  such 
cases,  —  should,  in  fact,  do  anything  which  would  save  life.  He 
cited  a  case,  where,  after  giving  homoeopathic  remedies,  which  did  not 
bring  on  the  pains  sufficiently,  he  delivered  a  patient  who  had  a  de- 
formed pelvis,  by  means  of  ergot,  and  a  vectis  made  to  suit  the  pelvis. 
This  case  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  woman  had  lost  three 
children,  two  being  delivered  by  forceps,  stillborn,  and  one  by  crani- 
otomy. His  practice  was  to  knead  the  abdomen  immediately  after 
delivery,  to  bring  on  the  after-pain,  and  detach  the  placenta. 

Dr.  McGeorge  related  a  case  of  premature  labor,  where,  after  giving 
the  appropriate  remedies  for  an  hour  after  delivery,  and  kneading  the 
abdomen,  the  placenta  failed  to  come  away,  and  he  had  to  introduce 
his  hand  and  detach  it.  The  child  was  only  made  to  expand  his  lungs 
after  a  flagellation  on  the  nates  for  five  minutes,  all  other  means 
proving  useless. 

The  Bureau  of  Surgery  reported  through  Drs.  Ansten  and  Cooper. 
Dr.  Ansten  gave  three  cases. 

Case  1.  Was  called  by  Dr.  Pratt,  to  assist  him  in  dressing  a  wound 
of  the  right  elbow  joint,  in  a  man  about  thirty- seven  years  of  age. 
The  patient  had  been  writing  upon  a  platform  in  which  a  circular  saw 
■was  running.  He  did  not  notice  the  saw,  and  inadvertently  placed  his 
arm  upon  it,  resulting  in  a  lacerated  wound  about  four  inches  long,  just 
Inside  the  internal  condyle,  and  penetrating  the  joint.  There  was 
slight  haemorrhage,  but  the  man  felt  faint.  Applied  the  interrupted 
suture.  A  dressing  of  rosin  cerate,  sweet  oil,  and  six  drops  of  pure 
carbolic  acid  was  spread  upon  a  piece  of  muslin  and  applied  to  the 
wound.  JSpiral  reverse  bandage  was  lightly  applied,  arm  semi-flexed, 
and  placed  in  a  sling.  Dressing  was  renewed  every  day  for  several 
days,  then  every  three  days.  In  twelve  days,  the  wound  had  healed 
perfectly  with  scarcely  any  suppuration.  Patient  has  complete  use 
of  his  arm,  no  stiffness  whatever  remaining.  There  is  some  numb- 
ness of  the  ring  and  little  fingers,  the  result  of  division  of  the  ulnar 
nerve,  but  no  difficulty  in  moving  them. 

Case  2.  Chronic  otorrhoea  in  a  child  ten  years  old,  sequel  of  an 
attack  of  scarlatina.  Discharge  thick,  yellowish,  occasionally  streaked 
with  blood,  aggravated  at  times  by  cold  and  change  of  weather :  gen- 
eral health  good.     Gave  Merc,  viv,  ^^^''-  one-half  grain  in  the  morn- 
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ing,  and  Aurum  mur.  6,  one-half  grain  at  night.  Continued  for  sixteen 
days.  Also  used  a  wash  for  ten  days  of  three  grains  Hydrastin  to 
one  pint  tepid  water.  The  patient  is  novy  entirely  free  from  any  dis- 
charge, has  no  pain,  and  hears  better. 

Case  3.  Swelling  of  left  mammary  gland  in  a  young  married  lady, 
with  a  child  nineteen  months  old,  still  nursing  ;  veins  very  prominent ; 
capillaries  engorged  ;  pain  of  an  aching  character,  occasionally  shoot- 
ing. Gave  Phos.  ^^®^-  and,  applied  to  the  breast  cloths  dipped  in 
hot  water  in  which  some  Phosphorus  was  also  dissolved  Next 
day  the  pain  was  gone,  and  the  swelling  had  disappeared. 

Dr.  Cooper  gave  the  following  case  in  writing  :  '^Mrs.  M.,  aged  twenty- 
four,  has  suffered, at  times,  for  five  years  past,  with  pain  in  right  breast, 
caused  b}^  falling  down  stairs  five  months  before  first  child  was  born. 
The  breast  gathered,  and  broke  in  four  places.  She  has  had  three 
children,  one  of  which  she  is  still  nursing;  never  had  any  milk  in 
that  breast.  She  has  been  blistered,  which  gave  her  relief  for  nearly 
a  year.  There  are  lumps  in  the  breast,  and  several  cicatrices  ;  when 
she  first  applied  the  child  to  the  left  breast,  there  was  such  a  pain  she 
could  not  endure  it.  The  pains  are  violent  and  come  on  without  any 
warning;  and  then  she  has  great  difficulty  in  breathing.  The  right 
breast  swells,  and  becomes  sore  to  the  touch  ;  and  at  this  time  there  is 
a  swelling  between  the  mammae.  She  has  also  a  partial  paralysis  of 
the  right  side,  upper  and  lower  extremities,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  attacks,  which  generally  last  about  four  weeks.  Always  has 
taken  plenty  of  laudanum.  Gave  Bell.  ^  and  Arnica  ^.  Externally, 
applied  Arnica  tincture  diluted,  to  the  mammae.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  paroxysms  to  use  hot  baths.  The  patient  recovered  rap- 
idly under  this  treatment,  and  is  now  entirely  well. 

Dr.  Cooper  related  a  case  of  otorrhoea  cured  with  Bell,  and  injec- 
tions of  borax.  In  inflammatory  stage  of  gonorrhoea,  he  gives  Aconite^ 
afterwards  Cannabis^  and  uses  injections  of  permanganate  of  potash, 
He  also  spoke  of  using  pyroligneous  acid  as  an  injection  in  cases  of 
a  venereal  nature,  followed  by  gum-arabic  water. 

Dr.  Malin  reported  the  case  of  a  lady,who  used  successfullj"  phenol- 
sodique  to  destroy  the  fetor  of  discharge  in  an  encephaloid  cancer 
it  also  removed  the  acrid  sensation.  He  uses  it  as  a  haemostatic. 
Also  uses  it  in  syphilis,  in  chancres  especially  ;  also  in  cases  of  ulcera- 
tion of  the  OS  uteri. 

Dr.  Tuller  reported  a  case  in  which  the  breast  was  swollen,  of 
scirrhous  hardness,  purplish,  with  vesicular  eruption  and  lancinating 
pains  ;  pulse  100,  night  sweat,  etc.  Gave  Lachesis  -*^,  and  aftei'wards, 
owing  to  the  vesicular  eruption  and  restless  disposition,  gave  Rhus 
rad.~^-  She  is  now  doing  well;  the  breast  is  improving,  and  he 
expects  the  induration  will  be  entirely  removed  in  a  month.  Gave 
medicine  three  times  a  day  at  first,  now  once  a  day. 

Dr.  Hunt,  chairman  of  the  Bureau  of  Practice,  reported  that 
cholera  infantum  was  then  epidemic,  and  attacking  chiefly  those  chil- 
dren who  were  reared  by  the  bottle.  He  finds  barley  ver}^  useful  as 
a  dietary  article.  Those  cases  where  the  parents  resort  to  carmina- 
tives, soothing  syrups,  anodynes,  etc.,  are  usuallj^  fatal ;  but  he  has 
not  lost  any  other  cases.     He  uses  the  lower  potencies  generally. 
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Dr.  Ansten  uses  principally  Veratriim  and  Plios,  acid,  in  these  cases. 
Dr.  Wilkinson  uses  Bell,  and  Helleb.  n.  when  the  brain  is  much 
affected.  Dr.  Streets  finds  Chamomilla  the  main  remedy.  Dr.  D.  R. 
Gardiner  thinks  Tartar,  emet.  most  successful  where  there  is  more 
vomiting  than  purging,  with  cold,  clammy  sweat. 

Dr.  McGeorge  has  used  Verat.,  Tartar,  emet.,  and  Arsen.  with  uni- 
form success.     He  uses  high  potencies  and  a  single  remedy. 

Dr.  Sturtivant  uses  Bell,  and  Tart.  emet. 

Dr.  Brown  communicated  a  case  of  metastasis  of  mumps  to  the 
brain,  successfully  treated  with  Aeon.,  Bell.,  and  JSfux.  The  patient, 
a  lad  aged  fourteen,  having  been  exposed  to  the  mumps,  the  parotid 
glands  began  to  enlarge  ;  at  this  time,  it  being  winter,  he  engaged  in 
snow-balling,  and  became  very  warm,  perspiring  freely,  and  then 
returned  home.  In  the  evening  he  complained  of  headache  and  fever, 
which  rapidly  increased.  His  mother  administered  some  domestic 
remedy  without  avail,  and  spasms  setting  in,  an  eclectic  physican  was 
called.  For  thirty-six  hours  he  was  treated  with  emetics,  cathartics, 
anodynes,  anti-spasmodics,  etc.,  without  any  beneficial  effects.  At 
this  stage,  Dr.  B.  was  sent  for,  the  other  ph3^sician  having  given  up 
the  case.  Upon  examining  the  lad,  he  found  considerable  fever  and 
headache,  no  swelling  of  the  parotid  glands,  face  swollen,  of  a  pur- 
plish hue,  eyes  injected,  wild  look,  stupid  condition,  humid  breathing, 
very  weak,  frequent  spasms.  He  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
was  a  translation  of  mumps  to  the  brain,  and  by  administering:  the 
specific,  the  spasms  would  abate,  the  disease  return  to  its  natural 
location,  and  go  on  to  a  favorable  termination.  He  had  the  child 
washed  and  his  clothes  changed,  then  gave  him  Aconite  and  Bell.,  but 
the  spasms  returning  gave  Bell,  and  JSfux.  He  had  two  spasms  dur- 
ing the  first  hour,  and  none  afterward.  In  three  hours  gave  him  Bell, 
and  Bryonia.  In  about  thirty-six  hours,  the  mumps  returned  to  the 
parotid  glands,  went  through  their  proper  course,  and  the  lad  re- 
covered without  any  further  difficulty. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  on  Wednesday,  November 
17,  at  11  A.M. 

HAHNEMANN   MEDICAL   COLLEGE,    PHILADELPHIA. 

Report  of  diseases  and  number  of  patients  treated  from  March 
1st,  till  Aug.  16th,  1869,  by  Malcolm  Macfarlan,  M.D.,  at  the  sur- 
gical clinics  during  the  summer  course  of  lectures. 

Entropion,  1  ;  Ectropion,  2  ;  Trichiasis,  distichiasis,  etc.,  4 ;  Hor- 
deolum, chalazion,  milium,  3  ;  Blepharitis  ciliar.,  acute  and  chronic, 
10  ;  Herpes,  crusta  lactea,  1 ;  Conjunct,  simplex,  ac.  and  chron.,  25  ; 
Conjunct,  purulenta  (blenn.),  2  ;  Conjunct,  granulosa  (trachoma),  17  ; 
Conjunct,  pustulosa  and  exanth.,  8  ;  Ecchymosis,  1  ;  Keratitis  super- 
ficialis,  5 ;  Keratitis  pustulosa,  2 ;  Keratitis  parenchymatosa,  1  ; 
Keratitis  ulcerosa  (ulcus  simplex  et  perforans),  4;  Pannus,  7; 
Macula,  nebula,  leucoma,  5 ;  Staphyloma,  1 ;  Iritis  idiopathica 
(rheum.),  3;  Iritis  syphilitica,  2;  Choroiditis  (irido-chor.),  ac.  and 
chron.,  2  ;  Glaucoma,  1  ;  Retinitis,  2  ;  Anaesthesia  ret.  and  atrophia 
nerv.  opt.,  1 ;  Amblyopia  (A.  potatorum)  and  amaurosis,  3  ;  Cataracta 
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incipient.  4 ;  Cataracta  dura,  3  ;  Cataracta  trauma,  and  secund.  2  ; 
Opacitas,  1  ;  Anomalies  of  Refraction  and  Accommodation,  7 ; 
Diseases  of  muscles  and  nerves,  5  ;  Affections  of  lachrymal  organs,  3. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  operations  performed  during  the 
same  period :  For  Staphyloma  partialis  (removed  it,  removed  lens, 
united  wound  with  sutures),  2  ;  Qataracta  dura  (also  iridectomy),  3  ; 
Phimosis  palp,  and  epicanth.  1  ;  Cataracta  molles ;  discisio,  2 ; 
Strabismus  conv.  2  ;  Iridectomy  (leucoma),  1  ;  Strictura  duct,  lachry- 
mal, 2  ;  Removal  of  foreign  bodies,  1  ;  Tumors  removed,  3  ;  Cancer 
of  breast,  1  ;  Cancer  of  rectum,  1 ;  Amputation  of  forearm  for  cancer 
of  hand,  1  ;  Amputation  of  superior  extremity,  1  ;  Amputation  of  in- 
ferior extremity,  2  ;  Dislocations  of  superior  extremity,  2  ;  Disloca- 
tion of  inferior  extremity  at  hip  joint,  1  ;  Fracture  of  extremity,  5  ; 
Plastic  operations,  3  ;  Excision  of  loose  spiculse  of  bone,  2. 

The  above  statement  furnishes  sufficient  evidence  that  students 
need  not  go  to  allopathic  colleges  for  superior  surgical  advantages. 

There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  under  the  able  direction  of  Profes- 
sor Macfarlan,  the  surgical  clinic  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College 
during  the  coming  winter  session  will  not  be  surpassed  by  that  of  any 
College  in  Philadelphia. 

Ample  accommodations  have  been  provided  for  the  comfort  of 
patients  who  may  need  to  undergo  operations.  —  American  Journal  of 
Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica, 

THE   NEW   YORK   OPHTHALMIC   HOSPITAL. 

The  increased  success  of  this  institution  since  it  has  been  under 
homoeopathic  management  has  been  very  gratifying.  Over  thirteen 
hundred  patients  have  been  treated  there  during  the  past  3^ear.  Aside 
from  the  number  of  free  patients,  there  is  room  for  a  limited  number 
of  paying  ones  at  the  very  moderate  rate  of  seven  dollars  a  week. 
This  includes  everything,  board,  medical  and  surgical  treatment,  at- 
tendance, fire,  light,  washing,  etc.  Those  who  can  afford  more  will  be 
furnished  with  private  board  and  rooms  elsewhere  at  various  rates. 

THE    HOMCEOPATHIC    FREE    DISPENSARY,    AT    CINCINNATI. 

This  institution,  under  the  medical  charge  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Cloud,  seems 
to  be  prospering  finely.  Its  monthly  statements  show  a  steady  and 
rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  patients,.  "  eighty-five  per  cent  of 
whom  have  never  used  homoeopathic  medicine  until  treated  at  1;his 
institution." 
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FOR  A  MONUMENT  TO  H.   B.   GRA:M,  M.D. 
The  First  Homoeopathic  Physician  in  the  United  States^ 

At  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society, 
the  undersigned  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  take  such  measures 
as  they  might  deem  proper  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the 
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memory  of  the  late  H.  B.  Gram,  M.D.,  the  first  to  introduce  the 
practice  of  Homoeopathy  into  America. 

Many  years  have  elapsed  since  his  death  ;  and,  though  kind  hands 
have  provided  for  his  remains  a  suitable  resting-place  in  Greenwood 
Cemetery,  yet  no  tablet  or  monumental  stone  marks  the  spot. 

The  Committee,  while  they  regret  that  so  long  a  time  has  been 
allowed  to  pass  without  an}'  such  testimonial  of  respect,  feci  assured 
that  every  homoeopathic  physician,  as  well  as  every  person  who  has 
been  benefited  by  the  reform  in  medicine  inaugurated  in  this  country 
by  Dr.  Gram,  will,  now  that  the  opportunity  offers,  gladly  aid  in  the 
erection  of  a  suitable  monument  to  his  memory. 

In  order  to  allow  all  the  friends  of  Homoeopathy  to  unite  in  further- 
ing this  object,  the  Committee  have  fixed  the  sum  to  be  contributed 
by  each  person  at  the  uniform  amount  of  one  dollar. 

The  success  of  this  effort  must,  of  course,  greatly  depend  upon 
the  interest  exhibited  by  phj'-sicians,  and  their  prompt  co-operation, 
not  only  by  themselves  contributing  to  an  object  which  appeals  so 
strongly  to  every  member  of  our  school,  but  also  by  presenting  this 
circular  to  their  patrons.  A  little  effort  in  this  direction  would  in- 
sure the  success  of  the  undertaking,  and  erect  a  monument  which, 
wherever  homoeopathy  is  known,  would  be  alike  creditable  to  the 
donors  and  to  him  whom  we  wish  to  honor. 

"  The  honors  of  a  name  'tis  just  to  guard  ; 
They  are  a  trust  but  lent  us,  which  we  take, 
And  should,  in  reverence  to  the  donor's  fame, 
With  care  transmit  them  down  to  other  hands." 

When  the  subscription  has  been  completed,  a  pamphlet  will  be  pre- 
pared and  furnished  to  each  contributor,  containing  an  engraving  of 
Dr.  Gram,  and  also  of  the  monument  erected  to  him,  a  sketch  of  his 
life,  and  the  names  of  the  subscribers  to  the  memorial. 

To  give  uniformity  to  the  names,  the  Committee  would  suggest  that 
the  title  Dr.,  Mr.  or  Mrs.,  Master  or  Miss,  should  be  prefixed. 

All  money,  with  the  names  and  residences  of  the  subscribers  plainly 
written,  should  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer,  H.  D.  Paine,  M.D.,  229 
Fifth  Avenue,  New  York. 

John  F.  Gray,  M.D.,    New  York. 

L.  Hallock,  M.D.,  "         " 

S.  B.  Barlow,  M.D.,  «         " 

B.  F.  Bowers,  M.D.,  "         " 

Carroll  Dunham,  M.D.,    ''         " 

H.  D.  Paine,  M.D.,  "         « 

R.  C.  Moffat,  M.D.,  Brooklyn. 

I.  T.  Talbot,  M.D  ,  Boston. 

W.  Williamson,  M.D.,  Philadelphia. 

G.  E.  Shipman,  M.D.,  Chicago. 

W.  H.  Holcombe,  M.D.,  New  Orleans. 

Committee, 
SUBSCRIPTION. 

The  subscribers  unite  in  contributing  to  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment to  H.  B,  Gram,  M.D.,  the  Father  of  Homoeopathy  in  America. 
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Mazzini  is  sick  at  Lugano  with  cancer  of  the  stomach,  caused  by 
smoking. 

Watermelons  are  called  cholera  bombshells. 

"  Occupants  of  lots"  in  a  cemetery  in  Liberty,  Missouri,  are  sum- 
moned "  to  appear  and  prove  ownership." 

The  physicians  of  Lewiston,  Me.,  have  decided  that  insufficient 
drainage  was  the  cause  of  the  typhoid  fever  which  has  been  so  preva- 
lent in  that  city  of  late. 

Gram  Memorial.  —  More  than  one  hundred  names  have  already 
been  sent  to  the  treasurer. 

Carbolic  Paper. —  Pagliari,  an  Italian  chemist,  has  invented  a 
kind  of  paper  in  which  carbolic  acid  is  so  thoroughly  incorporated 
that  the  paper,  when  used  to  pack  animal  substances,  preserves  the 
same  in  a  fresh  state  without  salt  or  any  curing  whatever. 

A  Sister  of  Charity,  engaged  in  the  hospital  at  Dieppe,  France, 
it  is  reported,  has  just  lost  her  life  by  a  sad  accident,  having  con- 
tracted a  mortal  disease  from  the  virus  remaining  on  a  surgical 
instrument  which  she  was  cleaning  after  it  had  been  employed  in  an 
operation. 

Cinchona  in  India. —  The  cultivation  of  cinchona  in  India  is 
being  carried  on  with  great  success.  A  very  large  area  of  land  in 
the  Neilgherries,  at  the  Punjaub  and  at  Darjeeling,  is  now  stocked 
with  healthy  vigorous  plants. — Medical  Record. 

A  Virginia  patent  medicine  dealer  has  gone  far  beyond  the  wooden 
nutmeg  trick.  He  went  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  with  a  liniment  which 
he  claimed  would  cure  all  earthly  ills.  He  hired  an  old  gentleman  to 
crawl  up  on  crutches,  declaring  that  he  had  been  a  cripple  for  ten 
years.  The  quack  pretended  to  bathe  the  limb  of  the  hired  cripple, 
who  then  threw  away  his  crutches  and  ran  across  the  street.  The 
"  doctor"  soon  had  not  a  bottle  of  his  stuff  left. 

The  First  Persons  Vaccinated  in  America. —  In  July  1800,  Dr. 
Benjamin  Waterhouse,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  submitted  four  of  his 
children  to  the  new  process,  and  they  were  the  first  persons  vaccinated. 

A  Correspondent  of  the  New  York  Evening  Post  gives  two  recipes 
which  are  valuable,  if  effective.  To  kill  cockroaches.  Take  equal  parts 
of  carbolic  acid  and  powdered  camphor,  mix,  and  paint  cracks  and 
spots  where  they  hide.  The  vermin  come  out  to  certain  destruction. 
"  Nothing  more  sublime  in  history."  Number  two :  One  part  of 
carbolic  acid  and  three  parts  of  water  applied  to  a  dog  will  kill  fleas 
at  once.     He  has  seen  it  tried. 
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Instantaneous  Death  by  Hanging. —  Prof.  Haughton,  of  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  an  eminent  scientific  man  and  philanthropist,  by  a 
series  of  experiments  in  the  dead  house  of  the  Medical  College,  has 
established  the  fact  that  if  a  certain  ratio  be  secured  between  the 
weight  of  the  criminal  and  the  weight  of  the  counterpoise,  by  the  fall 
of  which  he  was  to  be  elevated,  the  poor  victim  died  instantaneously 
and  without  the  slightest  muscular  motion.  The  judicial  authorities  of 
Dublin  have  adopted  Prof.  Haughton's  method,  and  on  the  first  public 
hanging  by  it  there  were  serious  apprehensions  of  a  riot,  on  the 
ground  that  a  stuffed  dummy  had  been  substituted  for  the  criminal. 
Since  its  adoption,  public  executions  in  Dublin  have  ceased  "  to  draw." 
• 

The  Sewing  Machine  is  known  to  have  produced  permanent 
disease  in  many  who  have  steadily  used  it.  The  continuous  and 
fatiguing  motion  with  the  feet,  while  the  operator  is  sitting  in  a 
cramped  position,  causes  spinal  irritation  and  not  infrequently  serious 
pelvic  difficulty.  We'strongiy  hope  that  a  remedy  for  this  evil  has  been 
found  in  the  Hall  treadle,  which  at  small  cost  can  be  applied 
to  all  sewing  machines.  By  means  of  this,  an  occasional  motion  of 
either  foot  will  produce  a  continuous  motion  of  the  machine.  A 
notice  of  this  useful  invention  is  in  our  advertising  pages. 

Anecdote  of  Broussais.  —  The  fiery  Broussais,  who  at  one  time 
spoke  of  homoeopathy  as  the  greatest  absurdity,  and  unworthy  of  the 
least  examination,  was  shaken  in  his  opposition  by  the  force  of  truth, 
and  exclaimed  in  one  of  his  last  lectures,  before  his  numerous  pupils. 
"  I  do  not  recognize  in  science  anything  but  the  authority  of  facts, 
and  at  present  I  am  experimenting  upon  homoeopathy."  These  words 
were  received  with  a  general  murmur  of  incredulity  ;  but  the  illus- 
trious professor,  striking  his  desk,  repeated  in  a  stronger  and  more 
indignant  tone,  ''  Yes,  I  am  experimenting  with  Homoeopathy.' 
This  time,  the  smile  faded  away  from  their  lips. 

Qraniefs  Conferences, 

Therapeutic  action  op  Digitalis.  When  digitalis  kills,  it  does 
so,  not  by  producing  paralysis  of  the  heart,  but  by  giving  rise  to 
tonic  eontraction  and  spasm,  of  that  organ.  It  is  hence  a  most  valu- 
able remedy  in  the  treatment  of  dilatation,  and  dangerous  only  when 
administered  in  cases  of  hj^pertrophy.  When  the  pulse  is  feeble  and 
irregular,  and  more  especially  when  from  any  cause  its  feebleness  and 
irregularity  are  temporarily  increased,  digitalis  is  of  all  known  reme- 
dies the  most  useful. 

Digitalis,  like  other  medicines,  has  a  double  action  ;  it  first  excites 
the  vasi-motor  system,  contracting  the  bloodvessels,  this  action 
being  followed  by  more  or  less  reaction  to  dilated  bloodvessels. 
The  primary  action  may  be  obtained  alone  by  giving  small  doses,  the 
secondary  by  large  doses. 

Hence,  when  given  for  the  purpose  of  checking  uterine  or  other 
haemorrhages,  large  doses  are  not  called  for,  and  indeed  would  be 
injurious.  —  Eclectic  Medical  Review, 

NO.  X.  —  VOL.  rv.  35* 
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New  Bed  Covering  !  —  The  attention  of  medical  authorities  has 
been  called  to  a  new  method  of  putting  babies  to  bed,  which  is  said  to 
have  come  into  use  in  France,  and  to  be  singularly  healthy.  The  de- 
vice consists  in  stripping  the  child  of  all  its  clothing,  and  imbedding 
it,  except  the  head,  in  a  cradle  full  of  bran,  precisely  as  fruit  or  fra- 
gile articles  are  sometimes  packed  for  transportation.  The  advantage 
of  the  method  is  said  to  consist  in  its  remarkable  cleanliness,  and 
the  pleasant  and  equable  temperature  in  which  the  infant's  body  is 
kept,  from  its  inability  to  kick  the  clothes  off. 

The  Pall  Mall  Gazette  thinks  that  these  privileges  of  comfort  ought 
not  to  be  restricted  to  children,  and  suggests  that  sojourners  at  the 
seaside  may  some  day  escape  the  terror  of  doubtful  beds  by  te,king 
their  own  bags  of  bran  among  their  luggage.  —  Advertiser, 

Death  of  Roget.  —  The  telegraph  announces  the  death  in  London 
of  Dr.  Peter  Mark  Roget,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  He  was 
graduated  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  practised  with  great 
success  in  both  Manchester  and  London.-  For  many  years  he  was 
Secretary  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Senate  of 
the  University  of  London.  Although  his  literary  labors  commenced 
late  in  life,  his  writings  cover  almost  every  department  of  human 
knowledge.  His  work  on  ''  Animal  and  Vegetable  Physiology,"  one 
of  the  Bridgewater  treatises,  was  published  in  1834.  It  was  exten- 
sively circulated,  and  gave  him  his  first  general  reputation  as  a  writer. 
His  last  publication,  and  the  one  best  known,  is  the  "  Thesaurus 
of  English  Words  and  Phrases."  This  work  was  projected  fifty  years 
before  it  was  completed,  but  has  since  passed  through  several  editions 
both  in  this  country  and  Europe,  and  has  proved  to  be  one  of  our 
most  reliable  and  useful  books  of  reference,  and  will  do  more'  towards 
perpetuating  his  name  than  any  other  work  of  his  long  and  indus- 
trious life. 

The  Cure  of  Hydrophobia.  —  We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Currier  of 
Middlebur}^,  Vt.,  for  the  following  extract  from  a  French  newspaper. 
It  adds  another  to  the  many  methods  of  treating  this  horrible  disease, 
and  is  well  worthy  of  trial. 

Dr.  Buisson  was  accidentally  inoculated  with  the  saliva  of  a  person 
dying  of  hydrophobia.     He  sa^^^s  ;  — 

"  On  the  ninth  day,  as  I  was  in -my  chamber,  I  felt  all  at  once  a  pain  in 
my  throat,  and  still  a  greater  one  in  my  eyes.  My  body  felt  so  light 
that  I  thought  that  if  I  were  to  jump,  I  would  be  able  to  throw  my- 
self to  a  prodigious  height,  or  tbat  by  holding  on  to  a  window  frame, 
I  could  sustain  myself  in  the  air.  My  hair  was  so  sensitive  that  it 
seemed  to  me  that  I  could  count  each  one  of  them  without  seeing 
them  ;  my  mouth  watered  constantly  ;  the  impression  caused  b}^  con- 
tact with  the  air  made  me  feel  horribly,  and  I  avoided  all  brilliant 
bodies.  I  had  a  constant  desire  to  run  and  bite,  not  men,  but  animals, 
and  all  that  surrounded  me.  It  hurt  me  to  drink,  and  the 
sight  of  water  tired  me  more  than  the  pain  in  my  throat.  I  believe 
that  a  patient  of  hydrophobia  can  always  drink  by  closing  the  eyes. 
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The  fits  came  every  five  minutes,  and  I  then  felt  the  pain  start  from 
the  first  finger  and  run  along  the  nerves  to  the  shoulder.  Thinking 
that  I  could  not  employ  any  curative  means,  I  took  a  steam  bath,  not 
with  the  intention  of  healing  but  to  suffocate  myself.  When  the  bath 
reached  the  heat  of  57  degrees  centigrade,  all  the  symptoms  disap- 
peared as  if  by  magic.  Afterward,  I  never  felt  anything  more.  I 
have  attended  more  than  eighty  persons  bitten  by  mad  dogs.  All 
have  been  saved  by  this  method. 

When  a  person  has  been  bitten  by  a  mad  dog,  he  must  be  made  to 
take  seven  steam  baths,  one  each  day,  —  Russian,  for  instance,  —  of  57 
to  63  degrees.  This  is  a  preservative  remedy.  When  the  disease 
makes  its  appearance,  only  one  steam  bath  is  necessary,  raising  the 
temperature  hastily  to  57  degrees  centigrade,  and  afterward  slowly  to 
63  degrees.  The  patient  should  be  well  confined  to  his  room  until 
completely  cured." 

Dr.  Buisson's  intention  to  commit  suicide  calls  to  mind  a  recent 
parag:raph  in  the  daily  papers,  to  the  effect  that  in  Philadelphia  a  lit- 
tle girl,  on  being  seized  with  the  premonitory  symptoms  of  hydro- 
phobia, had  her  sufferings  stayed  *'  by  the  merciful  interposition  of 
poison,  administered  by  the  advice  of  some  of  the  best-known  physi- 
cians, and  with  the  sanction  of  the  child's  friends."  Let  us  hope  that 
our  "  best-known  physicians  "  will  not  next  advise  suicide  and  mur- 
der as  a  "  merciful  interposition"  to  the  sufferings  from  cancer,  con- 
sumption, and  such  other  malignant  and  distressing  diseases  as  they 
find  impossible  to  cure,  and  troublesome  to  treat. 

Diplomas  For  Sale  !  —  We  copy  the  following  from  the  Chicago 
Medical  Investigator, 

Dear  Investigator  :  —  There  is  a  man  in  Milwaukee  who  claims 
to  be  '•'  an  agent "  for  the  procurement  of  diplomas  for  those  in  need 
of  them.  The  Allopathic  Society  of  this  State  lately  held  a  session 
in  this  city,  and  the  corresponding  secretary  read  a  correspondence 
carried  on  with  this  "  agent,"  in  which  it  appeared  that  the  faculties 
of  certain  Allopathic  colleges  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  would 
sell  their  diplomas^  regularly  signed  and  sealed^  for  any  date  the  appli- 
cant wished !  I  It  occurred  to  me  to  trv  the  same  thino;,  and  this  is 
the  result  of  my  correspondence. 

I  wrote  to  him  as  if  I  was  one  of  the  "  diploma  hunters,"  and 
wanted  one  from  a  Homoeopathic  college,  if  possible,  but  one  from 
some  college  any  how.  His  reply  was,  that  no  arrangement  could  be 
made  with  a  Homoeopathic  college  ;  they  would  not  sell  at  any  price. 
He  could  get  me  an  Eclectic  diploma  for  S125  ;  one  from  an  Old  School 
college  in  New  York  for  $1,000;  and  from  one  in  Philadelphia  for 
$250.  But  from  a  Homoeopathic  college,  thank  God,  one  could  not 
be  bought. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  G.  Gilchrist. 

OwATONNA,  June  19th,  1869. 

[Is  it  not  a  matter  of  regret  that  our  colleges  will  persist  in  being 
so  very  irregular.  —  Ed.  of  Investigator,'] 
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HoMCEOPATHY :  Its  Nature  and  Relative  Value.  By  Archibald 
Reith,  M.D.  With  an  Appendix  by  D.  Dyce  Brown,  M.D. 
Aberdeen,  Scotland. 

This  pamphlet,  of  one  hundred  pages,  exhibits  all  the  enthusiasm 
of  new  converts,  combined  with  the  strength  of  logical  and  well  trained 
minds.  Dr.  Reith,  as  our  readers  know,  was  physician  to  the  Royal 
Infirmary  ;  Dr.  Brown  was  assistant-professor  of  materia  medica  in 
the  University.  Both  held  high  positions,  and  commanded  the  respect 
of  their  associates.  Dr.  Reith  made  careful  investigations,  and  from 
an  allopathic  standpoint  clearly  proved,  in  his  own  mind,  the  truth  of 
the  homoeopathic  law,  and  to  his  surprise  found  that  what  he  supposed 
was  a  new  discovery  was  only  following  in  Hahnemann's  footsteps. 
With  that  professional  integrity  which  characterizes  a  noble  physician, 
he  wished  others  to  make  the  same  unprejudiced  observations  as  he 
had  done,  hoping  to  still  retain  their  friendship.     He  ssljs  :  — 

''  So  far  from  seeking  a  rupture  with  my  brethren,  it  has  all  along 
been  my  most  anxious  desire  to  keep  on  friendly  terms  with  them. 
Knowing  their  traditional  horror  of  homoeopathy,  I  refrained  from 
using  the  '  bad  name '  as  much  as  possible  (except  when  I  had  to  con- 
demn its  errors),  in  order  to  remove  their  unfounded  prejudices.  I  * 
explained  to  them  my  views  publicly  and  privately,  met  their  objec- 
tions, tried  to  remove  their  difficulties,  and  assumed  a  position  mid- 
way between  the  old  and  new  S3^stems,  in  the  hope  of  helping  forward 
a  reconciliation.  In  this  hope  I  was  encouraged  by  communications 
from  medical  men  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  I  conducted  every- 
thins:  in  the  most  free  and  candid  manner.  All  in  vain.  Even  small 
doses  of  regularly  authorized  medicines  are  as  offensive  to  them  as 
homoeopathy." 

I^Jo  sooner  did  suspicion  fasten  upon  him  than  he  was  hounded 
down  by  the  cry  of  homoeopathy.  He  was  compelled  to  resign  his 
position,  the  most  base  and  sordid  motives  were  imputed  to  him,  and 
his  professional  character  was  assailed  and  libelled.  It  was  then  only 
that  he  published  his  first  defence,  and  told  some  plain  truths  in  regard 
to  homoeopathy  which  found  a  ready  ear,  and  a  second  edition  was 
soon  called  for. 

In  this  he  says:  —  "Homoeopathy,  however,  is  making  rapid  pro- 
gress." And  he  cites  the  well-known  strides  which  it  has  taken  in 
various  countries  the  past  year.  He  refers  to  the  constant  and  surrep- 
titious adaptation  of  homoeopathic  practice  by  allopaths. 

"  I  notice  in  the  pamphlet  the  continual  appropriation,  by  allo- 
paths, of  homoeopathic  doctrines  and  practices,  without  acknowledg- 
ment. The  therapeutic  opinions  —  nay,  the  doses  —  for  which  I  was 
dismissed  from  the  Infirmary  here,  have,  within  the  last  two  months 
been  reproduced  in  London,  without  reference  to  their  homoeopathic 
origin,  by  three  of  the  leading  physicians.  This  I  shall  show,  if  the 
fact  is  called  in  question." 
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"  In  conclusion,  I  would  again  urge  my  brethren  in  Aberdeen  to 
throw  aside  all  prejudice,  and  candidly  investigate  homceopathy  for 
themselves.  The  younger  men  will  be  compelled,  in  self-defence,  to 
examine  it  sooner  or  later ;  and  such,  I  may  add,  is  my  confidence  in 
the  soundness  of  these  principles,  and  also  of  the  willingness  of  the 
profession  to  adopt  every  practical  improvement  in  relieving  human 
misery,  that  I  do  not  despair  of  seeing  —  better  than  a  homoeopa- 
thic ward  —  the  whole  medical  staff  of  our  Infirmary  warmly  support- 
ing the  method  of  treatment  which,  under  a  hated  name,  they  now 
decry." 

The  pamphlet  is  made  up  of  facts  and  arguments  which  it 
would  be  well  for  every  allopathic  physician  to  read ;  and  concludes 
with  forty  fine-print  pages  of  matter  selected  by  Professor  Brown 
from  allopathic  authorities  in  materia  medica,  which  abundantly 
proves,  and  at  the  same  time  illustrates,  the  truth  of  the  homoe- 
opathic law. 

The  Science  and  Art  of  Surgery.  By  John  Eric  Erichsen.  From 
the  fifth  enlarged  and  carefully  revised  London  edition,  with  addi- 
tions, by  John  Ashurst,  jr.,  M.D.  Philadelphia :  Henry  C.  Lea. 
Pp.  1228,  royal  8vo. ;  630  illustrations. 

This  magnificent  volume  is  something  more  than  a  reprint  of  the 
grand  work  (for  those  days)  which  Blanchard  and  Lea  gave  us  ten 
years  ago.  It  is  increased  in  length,  in  breadth  and  in  thickness  ;  for 
the  pages  are  wider,  and  longer,  and  more  numerous  by  232,  and  the 
amount  of  matter  is  nearly  doubled.  The  old  drawings,  where  there 
was  no  occasion  for  superseding  them,  have  been  re-engraved.  The 
last  ten  years  have  not  passed  without  advance  in  surgery.  The 
mighty  armies,  beneath  whose  tread  America  has  quivered,  have  left 
in  their  track  ample  material  for  the  study  and  practice  of  surgery. 
New  instruments,  too,  have  been  invented  and  new  agents.  These 
ten  years  have  been  virtually  more  than  half  the  life  of  anaesthetics. 
Chloroform  has  certainly  increased  the  number  of  operations  by  re- 
ducing their  terror.  The  volume  of  surgical  experience  is  enlarged 
fully  as  much  as  has  the  bulk  of  this  standard  work.  Typography, 
too,  has  made  its  advances,  and  the  Philadelphia  house  that  has  given 
us  so  many  of  our  best  medical  books  still  keeps  to  the  front.  It 
has  given  us  no  better  specimen  than  in  the  ample,  clear,  solid  volume 
before  us. 

Diary,  REmNiscENCES  and  Correspondence  of  Henry  Crabb  Kobin- 
soN,  Barrister  at  Law,  F.S.A.  Selected  and  edited  by  Thomas 
Sadler,  Ph.  D.  2  vols.  Pp.  495,555,  8vo.  Boston :  Fields,  Os- 
good &  Co. 

Should  a  physician  open  this  book  in  the  expectation  of  adding  to 
his  physiological  or  pathological  lore,  he  would  be  disappointed  by 
meeting,  at  the  very  outset,  a  reflection  of  one  of  the  most  buoyant 
and  healthy  natures  ever  created.  Should  he  wish  to  increase  his 
knowledge  of  English  literature,  or  German  metaphysics,  he  could 
not  read  a  better  book.     Henry  Crabb  Robinson  was  born  a  dissenter, 
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with  progressive  and  radical  tendencies.  He  was  educated  in  a  Ger- 
man university,  intimatel}^  acquainted  with  Wieland,  Goethe,  Schiller, 
and  other  leading  minds  of  the  German  school ;  and  he  lived  long  in 
close  personal  friendship  with  Wordsworth,  Coleridge,  Lamb,  Southey, 
Landor,  Joanna  Baillie,  Mrs.  Barbauld,  and  scores  of  other  celeb- 
rities, including  Lady  Byron  and  Robertson,  characters  just  now  ex- 
citing unusual  interest.  His  literary  reminiscences  are  rich  beyond 
comparison,  and  are  recorded  with  singular  modest}'-  and  clearness. 
He  possessed  an  extraordinary  memory,  and  his  relation  of  incidents 
and  conversations  is  quite  wonderful  as  well  as  instructive  and  enter- 
aining. 

The  Nation  ;    New  York :    W.  P.    Garrison.     Weekly,    20    quarto 
pages  ;  $5  per  year. 

The  Nation^  of  which  we  have  been  a  constant  reader  from  its  very 
commencement,  has  just  entered  its  ninth  volume,  and  its  fifth  year.  Its 
list  of  contributors  comprizes  the  most  vigorous  minds  of  the  country, 
and  its  reputation  at  home  and  abroad  is  unequalled.  The  busiest 
professional  men  are  just  the  ones  who  cannot  afford  to  dispense  with 
the  paper,  since  it  is  time-saving  in  its  comprehensiveness  and  con- 
densation. 

Good  Health  ;  a  Journal  of  Physical  and  Mental  Culture,  Boston : 
Alexander  Moore. 

A  monthly  of  48  well-printed  pages,  of  readable  matter, — Physi- 
ology, Medicine  and  Science,  mixed  and  diluted,  and  rendered  palata- 
ble to  the  public.  That  there  is  too  much  ignorance  of  phj^siology, 
hygiene,  and  the  laws  of  "  Good  Health,"  no  one  doubts.  How  to 
remove  this  ignorance  is  yet  a  problem.  If  this  Journal  can  solve 
it,  we  will  shout  it  praises  ;  but  we  were  reminded,  as  we  conned  its 
pages,  that  especially  to  medicine  the  oft-quoted  maxim  applies,  "  A 
little  learnino:  is  a  dangerous  thins;." 
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Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society, 
OF  the  Western  District  of  New  Jersey. 

Eight  small  pages  can  scarcely  be  spent  better  than  this  conven- 
ient little  manual,  of  a  body  which  meets  four  times  a  j^ear,  for 
mutual  improvement  and  fellowship.  We  would  suggest  a  great  im- 
provement by  adding  a  list  of  members. 


PERSONAL. 

H.  Ahlborx,  M.D.,  of  Lynn,  has  been  suffering  for  some  weeks  from  whit- 
low in  its  most  violent  form.  For  a  time  his  life  was  in  danger.  "We  are 
happy  to  say  that  he  has  escaped  with  the  loss  of  only  a  portion  of  the  index 
finger  of  his  right  hand. 

J.  F.  Dake,  M.D.,  now  located  at  Nashville,  proposes  to  prepare  and  pub- 
lish a  history  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  with  a  resume  of  its 
transactions  for  the  first  twenty-five  years.  No  one  is  more  competent  to  this 
task  than  Dr.  Dake.   We  trust  that  he  will  receive  from  the  profession  a  help- 
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ing  hand,  and  we  anticipate  a  volume  wMch  will  be  an  honor,  as  well  as  a 
benefit,  to  homoeopathy. 

Chickering  &  Sons.  Our  readers  have  become  familiar  with  the  name  of 
this  firm  upon  our  advertising  pages.  We  hope  that  many  of  them  have  the 
pleasure  of  listening  to  the  tones  of  the  beautiful  instruments  of  which  the 
Chickerings  have  already  given  thirty-Jive  thousand  to  the  musical  world. 
As  manufacturers,  they  are  second  to  none;  as  business  men,  they  are 
upright  and  reliable. 

J.  J.  Garth  WrLKiNSON,  M.D.,  of  London,  has  been  visiting  his  friends  in 
America.  These  number  more  than  than  he  is  aware  in  this  country,  and  all 
deeply  regret  that  they  could  not  have  seen  more  of  him  while  he  was  here. 

J.  J.  McAlmont,  M.D.,  is  settled  at  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  fifty-five  miles  south- 
west of  Little  Rock.  There  are  fifty-four  diflerent  springs  there,  ranging 
from  95'-'  to  150°  Eahrenheit.  They  are  recommended  for  chronic  diseases, 
especially  those  of  a  rheumatic  nature. 

Prof.  E.  C.  Eranklin,  M.D.— In  our  last  number  we  stated,  on  the  author- 
ity of  the  annual  announcement  of  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medical 
College,  that  Prof.  Franklin  was  to  be  permanently  connected  with  that  Insti- 
tution. A  letter,  however,  from  this  gentleman  pronounces  the  statement 
incorrect.  He  says,  "  I  have  no  official  connection  with  the  New  York 
school,  and  intend  delivering  my  course  on  surgery,  as  usual,  in  the  Homoe- 
opathic Medical  College  of  Missouri."  He  fears  that  this  report  will  be  an 
injury  to  his  own  college,  and  a  disappointment  to  the  students  of  the  other. 
The  New  York  College  should  be  more  careful  of  its  statements.  We  regret 
if  we  have  done  injustice  to  any  one  in  republishing  this  item,  but  we  cred- 
ited it  the  more,  since,  a  while  ago,  we  saw  in  a  St.  Louis  paper  a  card  from 
several  physicians  in  New  York,  inviting  Dr.  Eranklin  to  come  to  that  city,  and 
followed  by  the  statement  that  he  had  concluded  to  do  so.  New  York  surely 
would  welcome  an  eminent  surgeon  of  our  school. 

Prof.  G.  W.  Barnes,  of  Cleveland,  writes :  "To  the  large  numbers  who 
resort  to  East  Elorida  during  the  winter  months  for  health  and  the  pleasures 
of  its  genial  climate  I  would  commend  Dr.  A.  C.  McCauts,  of  Jacksonville,  as 
a  homoeopathic  physician  of  education  and  experience,  and  on  whom  they  can 
safely  rely  in  all  emergencies." 

Removals. —  C.  E.  Geist,  M.D.,  from  2  Eranklin  Square  to  367  Columbus 
Avenue,  Boston. 

B.  DE  Gersdorff,  M.D.,  from  58  Pinckney  Street  to  136  Boylston  Street, 
Boston. 

Ernst  Kummel,  M.D.,  from  27  Hanover  Street  to  405  Elisabeth  Street, 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 

G.  E.  Gramm,  M.D.,  from  2024  Frankfort  Road  to  1656  Vienna  Street, 
Philadelphia. 

A.  H.  Carvill,  M.D.,  has  settled  at  Auburn,  Me. 

Marriage.  —  At  Boston  Highlands,  Sept.  7th,  at  the  residence  of  the 
bride's  mother,  by  Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke,  Hamilton  J.  Cate,  M.D., 
of  Amherst,  to  Lydia  W.,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  William  C.  Starbuck. 

Deaths.  —  In  Boston,  Sept.  11th,  1869,  J.  G.  W.  Pike,  M.D.,  aged  39  years. 

At  Jericho,  Sept.  1,  Henry  Moorehouse,  only  son  of  Dr.  Henry  M.  Smith 
of  New  York. 

In  Boston,  Sept.  19,  Solomon  D.  Townsend,  M.D.,  aged  76.  Dr.  Town- 
send  was  for  many  years  a  Surgeon  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
and  his  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy  are  doubtless  known  to  many  of  our 
readers. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  P.  D.,  Tenn.  — We  have  spoken  to  some  of  our  leading  physicians  in 
regard  to  your  plan,  and  all  heartily  approve  of  it. 

C.  E,  S.,  Conn. —Many  thanks  for  your  kind  opinions  and  expressions. 
Tour  "  own  personal  efforts  "  can  do  more  than  you  think  for,  to  advance  our 
cause.     Send  some  communications  for  the  Gazette. 

C.  C.  S.  —  "There  is  no  danger  from  Error  so  long  as  Truth  is  left  free 
to  combat  it." 

I.  B.,  R.  I. —Your  communication  is  very  welcome.  Send  the  remainder 
and  we  will  insert  as  soon  as  possible. 

L.  D.,  N.  J.  —  Thanks  for  your  favors  so  promptly  rendered. 

E.  H.  S.,  Pa.  — Let  u&hear  from  you  often. 

C.  F.,  Paris.  —  There  has  been  no  reliable  directory  of  the  homoeopathic 
physicians  of  the  United  States  published  for  several  years.  There  should 
be  one,  but  it  publication  is  a  very  difficult  and  thankless  task.  The  Register 
printed  in  the  Gazette  contains  more  than  a  thousand  addresses,  all  of  which 
are  entirely  reliable.    We  will  forward  one  to  you  soon. 

T.  E.  A.,  N.  Y.  —  Give  us  an  article  on  that  or  any  other  subject  you  choose. 
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The  following  Exchanges  for  September : 

The  Homoeopathic  Sun ;  New  York.  The  Hahnemannian  Monthly;  Phila- 
delphia. The  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica;  Philadel- 
phia. American  Homoeopathic  Observer;  Detroit.  The  Medical  Investi- 
gator; Chicago.  The  Western  Homoeopathic  Observer;  St.  Louis.  The 
Occidental;  St.  Louis.  The  Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review;  London.  El 
Criterio  Medico ;  Madrid.  Bibliotheque  Homoeopathique ;  Paris.  Allgemeine 
Homoopatische  Zeitung;  Leipzig,  Vol.  79,  Nos.  1-11,  July,  August,  and 
September.  Monatsblatt;  Leipzig,  July,  August,  and  September.  Re- 
vista  Omiopatica;  Rome,  Vol.  XV.,  No.  1.  July,  1869.  (With  pleasure 
we  welcome  these  journals  to  our  exchange  list.)  The  Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal;  Boston.  Good  Health;  Boston.  The  Journal 
of  the  Gynaecological  Society  of  Boston.  Guardian  of  Health;  Boston.  The 
Medical  Record;  New  York.  The  Medical  Gazette;  New  York.  American 
Eclectic  Medical  Review;  New  York.  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal ;  San  Francsico.  Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry.  The  Canada  Journal 
of  Dental  Science;  Hamilton.  The  Missouri  Dental  Journal;  St.  Louis. 
Every  Saturday ;  IBoston.  Littell's  Living  Age ;  Boston.  The  Atlantic 
Monthly ;  Boston.  Our  Young  Eolks ;  Boston.  Our  Dumb  Animals  ;  Boston. 
The  Little  Wanderers'  Advocate ;  Boston.  Monthly  Record  of  the  Five  Points 
House  of  Industry;  New  York.  The  Phrenological  Journal;  New  York. 
The  Nation;  New  York.  The  National  Sunday  School  Teacher;  Chicago. 
The  Witness;  New  York.     Cincinnati  Times. 

Also  the  following  books  : 

The  Science  and  Art  of  Surgery,  by  John  Eric  Erichsen;  Philadelphia. 
Henry  C.  Lea.  Diary,  Reminiscences  and  Correspondence  of  Henry  Crabb 
Robinson,  Esq.,  by  Thomas  Sadler,  Ph.  D. ;  Boston.    Fields,  Osgood  &  Co. 
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SPLINTS  AND  SURGICAL  CASES. 

BY  F.   A.   EOCKWITH,   M.D.,   NEWARK,    N.   J. 

Bead  before  the  New  Jersey  Homoeopathic  Medical  /Society. 

In  the  treatment  of  fractures,  I  have  used  for  several  years,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  ordinary  method  or  the  more  complicated  appli- 
ances, a  splint  made  of  closely-woven  netting  of  galvanized  iron  or 
steel  wire.  It  may  be  purchased  in  any  hardware  store  in  differ- 
ent degrees  of  weight  and  thickness.  Of  this  I  cut  splint-shaped 
pieces  of  suitable  size,  and  cover  them  first  with  a  few  turns  of  the 
roller,  and  then  apply  them  in  the  ordinary  manner  of  splints. 

I  have  already  used  them  in  a  great  variety  of  fractures,  even 
that  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  always  with  such  success  that  I  have  not 
hesitated  to  rely  upon  them  on  every  successive  occasion. 

One  advantage  which  I  claim  for  this  material  is  its  more  per- 
fect adaptibility  to  the  form  of  the  limbs  or  other  parts  of  the 
body,  not  excepting  even  the  mamma,  where  a  firm  support  is 
sometimes  required.  Furthermore,  its  durability  is  an  advantage. 
Again,  its  interstices  offer  a  facility  for  the  application  of  water  or 
medicated  liquids  which  no  other  material  affords.  Finally,  it  pre- 
sents a  neater  and  less  cumbersome  appearance  than  any  other 
appliance. 

Hitherto  I  have  hesitated  to  mention  this  practice,  but  having 
learned  from  Dr.  Peltzer,  of  Newark,  that  this  mode  has  been  in 
use  for  many  years  at  the  university  of  Marburg,  in  Germany,  I 
have  made  bold  to  recommend  it  here  for  the  trial  of  others ;  hop- 
ing they  will  find  it  equally  satisfactory. 

NO.  XI.  —  VOL.  IV.  36         /I  * 
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A  few  interesting  surgical  cases  have  occurred  ia  my  practice 
during  the  past  year. 

The  first  is  a  case  of  congenital  phimosis,  in  the  person  of  a  mar- 
ried man  who  came  to  me  with  gonorrhoea.  But  our  interest  is  not 
so  much  in  the  operation,  which  is  simple  enough,  as  in  a  specula- 
tive consideration  which  grew  out  of  this  case.  This  married  man 
stated  to  me  under  the  most  solemn  vows  that  he  had  never  known 
any  other  woman  than  his  own  wife ;  and  that,  with  the  exception 
of  periodical  attacks  of  leucorrhoea,  she  did  not  complain  of  any 
diseases  of  the  genital  organs.  I  was  compelled  by  him  to  exam- 
ine his  wife.  This  examination  afforded  not  the  least,  evidence  or 
ground  of  suspicion  of  any  communicable  disease  in  her.  She  had 
never  used  professional  or  domestic  treatment  for  her  leucorrhoea, 
for  it  disappeared  as  suddenly  as  it  came.  The  first  speculative 
question  which  here  arises  is,  whether  the  phimosis  was  the  cause 
of  his  infection.  If  so,  the  case  tends  to  show  a  hygienic  ground 
for  the  Jewish  rite  of  circumcision. 

It  sometimes  becomes  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  decide  upon  the  character  of  a  genital  flux  in  a  married  person. 
Some  maintain  that  a  gonorrhoeal  discharge  may  be  engendered  by 
the  action  of  a  less  contagious  secretion.  This  is  most  emphati- 
cally asserted  by  Bedford  when  speaking  of  the  labia  externa  and 
their  mucous  and  sebaceous  glands.  He  says  that  these  may, 
through  some  morbid  influence,  pour  out  an  extremely  acrid  mate- 
rial, etc.  etc.,  and  which  may  produce  gonorrhoea  in  the  husband. 
But  for  the  evidence  that  the  urethra  was  the  source  of  the  dis- 
charge, I  should  not  have  hesitated  to  call  this  a  case  of  balanitis 
or  balanorrhoea. 

The  next  point  of  interest  in  this  case  is  that  this  malformation 
did  not  render  him  sterile.  So  small  was  the  meatus  of  the  pre- 
puce that  the  urine  could  escape  only  in  a  fine  stream;  and  as  it 
issued  more  freely  from  the  urethra  it  distended  the  prepuce  like  a 
sac.  The  same  was  the  case  in  coition.  A  small  part  of  the 
semen  may  have  found  exit  at  once,  and  the  rest  must  have  exuded 
more  slowly,  in  a  more  passive  state  of  the  organ.  Hence  but 
little  of  it  could  have  been  left  in  the  vagina.  In  some  instances 
this  illustration  may  not  be  unimportant  in  a  medico-legal  point 
of  view. 
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Since  the  constant  reproduction  of  virus  bj  its  retention  in 
this  sac  made  a  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea  impossible,  I  decided 
first  of  all  to  remove  the  congenital  malformation;  and  fearing 
more  or  less  inconvenience  in  the  after-treatment,  I  chose  the 
least  amount  of  cutting,  and  instead  of  circumcision  I  made  a 
longitudinal  slit  through  the  upper  portion  of  the  prepuce.  Of 
course  before  making  the  incision  I  had  the  pouch  well  cleaned 
of  virus,  using  a  free  injection  of  Labarraque's  solution.  This 
prevented  the  unpleasant  consequences  which  might  be  anticipated 
from  the  action  of  the  virus  upon  the  freshly-cut  surfaces.  The 
case  improved  rapidly  without  any  further  trouble,  and  I  dis- 
charged my  patient  cured. 

The  second  case  is  one  of  phimosis  in  a  little  boy  five  years  of 
age.  This  child  had  been  complaining  of  retention  of  urine  for 
over  four  days.  I  prescribed  for  the  patient  without  seeing  him 
or  suspecting  the  cause  of  his  trouble.  In  a  day  or  two  he  was 
brought  to  my  office  unrelieved,  when  I  found  an  occlusion  of  the 
projecting  portion  of  the  prepuce,  from  adhesion  of  the  mucous 
membranes. 

Above  this  adhesion  the  prepuce  was  distended  considerably 
with  fluid.  There  was  also  subcutaneous  extravasation  in  the 
scrotum.  By  means  of  a  probe  I  succeeded  in  separating  the 
united  surfaces  and  discharging  the  fluid,  which  proved  to  be 
urine.  I  also  evacuated  the  contents  of  the  bladder  with  a  cathe- 
ter. 

By  introducing  a  little  olive  oil  on  the  inner  surfaces  of  the  fore- 
skin, I  hoped  to  prevent  the  future  disuse  of  the  passage;  but 
finding  next  day  my  expectations  disappointed,  I  decided  to  resort 
to  circumcision,  in  which  operation  I  was  kindly  assisted  by  my 
friend  Dr.  Mandeville,  who  administered  the  anaesthetic.  Find- 
ing this  time  that  the  whole  surface  threatened  to  become  involved, 
I  concluded  to  remove  as  much  of  it  as  possible,  therefore  retracted 
it  till  I  could  take  hold  upon  the  internal  or  mucous  surface ;  and 
after  compression  and  slight  forward  traction  I  removed  the  elon- 
gation by  one  oblique  incision,  so  as  to  avoid  the  removal  of  the 
fraenum  praeputii.  After  dividing  the  contracted  membrane  with 
a  pair  of  scissors,  I  reunited  the  two  surfaces  by  two  or  three  equi- 


400  SPLINTS   AND   SURGICAL   CASES. 

distant  sutures  and  the  wound  healed  kindly  in  a  few  days.  The 
artery  of  the  prepuce  though  small,  bled  considerably,  but 
the  haemorrhage  was  readily  arrested.  Dissection  of  the  abscinded 
prepuce  revealed  throughout  upon  its  mucous  surface  extensive 
granulation  and  interstitial  adhesion. 

Case  third.  A  few  days  after  the  operation  just  related,  a  babe 
about  three  months  old  was  brought  to  me  with  adhesion  of  the 
labia  interna.  The  mother  stated  to  me  that  the  same  had  previ- 
ously happened  to  her  two  other  daughters,  but  at  more  ad- 
vanced ages,  (three  and  seven  years  respectively),  and  that  an 
allopathic  physician  of  some  eminence  (or  rather  of  a  large  prac- 
tice) had  cut  them  apart  with  a  sharp  instrument.  In  this  case  I 
merely  made  use  of  the  blunt  end  of  a  silver  catheter,  previously 
well  oiled,  and  by  gentle  movements  in  the  direction  of  the  four- 
chette  I  succeeded  in  separating  the  adhering  parts,  causing  no  pain 
or  bleeding.  I  afterwards  introduced  some  lint  well  saturated 
with  a  glycerate  of  Aconite^,  which  treatment  proved  sufficient. 

The  next  and  last  operation  of  interest  was  in  the  case  of  a 
German  boy  nine  years  of  age,  who  was  brought  to  me  with  a 
tumor  of  the  intra-orbital  cavity.  The  parents  could  tell  me 
nothing  concerning  the  history  of  the  case.  They  first  began  to 
notice  that  his  eyeball  seemed  to  grow  smaller,  and  finally  severe 
inflammation  supervened.  He  complained  of  dimness  of  vision, 
photopsia,  and  dryness  of  the  orbit,  nor  were  they  aware  of  the 
true  cause  until  I  had  ascertained  it  by  a  close  examination. . 

The  tumor  was  of  the  size  of  a  large  pea,  polypoid  and  some- 
what pedicellate  in  appearance.  Its  location  was  but  half  an  inch 
from  the  superciliary  arch  and  very  near  the  suture  of  the  lesser 
wing  of  the  sphenoid  bone.  In  the  undisturbed  state  the  tumor 
was  completely  hidden  in  the  orbital  cavity,  but  yet  showed  by  its 
lateral  pressure  upon  the  eyeball  its  tendency  to  an  ultimate  pro- 
trusion. 

The  violence  of  the  concomitant  inflammation  made  me  doubtful 
of  the  propriety  of  relying  upon  internal  treatment,  particularly  as 
such  treatment  would  under  any  circumstance  be  but  experimental, 
inasmuch  as  a  specific  drug  pathogenesis  was  difiicult  to  find. 
Neither  did  the  delicacy  of  the  surrounding  structui'^s  warrant  the 
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tise  of  a  ligature.  I  therefore  resolved  to  extirpate  the  tumor.  I  seated 
the  boy,  unaware  of  mj  intentions,  on  a  low  stool  before  my  chair. 
His  head  was  secured  between  my  knees,  his  hands  were  held  by 
his  parents.  I  exposed  the  tumor  as  far  as  possible  by  elevating 
the  upper  eyelid  with  the  forefinger  of  my  left  hand;  then  with  the 
right  hand  I  passed  the  point  of  an  ordinary  tenotomy  knife  hori- 
zontally through  the  solid  portion  of  the  tumor.  No  pain  or  bleed- 
ing accompanied  the  incision.  The  cut  was  almost  instantly  fol- 
lowed by  the  protrusion  of  a  steatomatous  substance,  thus  revealing 
the  true  character  of  the  tumor. 

By  means  of  a  small  horn  spatula  I  succeeded  in  evacuating  the 
contents,  leaving  the  sac,  a  somewhat  fibro-cartilaginous  membrane. 
All  things  having  thus  far  gone  speedily  and  successfully,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  detach  the  remaining  sac  with  small  forceps,  not  how- 
ever without  some  pain.  Whether  it  was  safer  to  allow  the 
removal  of  this  capsule  by  a  subsequent  suppuration  in  place  of 
the  more  violent  but  quick  procedure  adopted,  could  only  be 
learned  by  the  termination  of  the  case. 

After  bathing  the  eye  with  an  arnicated  lotion  I  raised  the  lids 
and  secured  them  with  two  strips  of  adhesive  plaster  and  a 
compressing  bandage,  and  sent  the  patient  home,  furnished  with  a 
few  doses  of  Aconite.  I  saw  him  again  on  the  second  day  and 
found  considerable  swelling  of  the  lids  and  adjoining  integuments, 
with  heat,  and  more  or  less  pain.  For  this  I  prescribed  Apis  mel. 
and  warm  fomentations.  The  day  after,  all  swelling  had  subsided. 
On  the  fifth  day  I  removed  the  adhesive  strips  and  found  that  all 
the  vascular  engorgement  of  the  sclerotica  and  conjunctiva  had 
subsided.  I  discharged  my  patient  and  did  not  hear  from  him 
again  until  a  month  later,  when  I  learned  that  all  had  gone  on 
well. 
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BY  IRA  BARROWS,   M.D.,   PROVIDENCE,   R.   I. 

One  of  the  greatest  hindrances  to  the  advancement  of  homoeo- 
pathy is  the  obstinate  perseverance  of  the  old  school  of  medi- 
cine   in    ridiculing    infinitesimal    doses. 
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I  submit  the  following  cases  as  evidence  of  the  efficiency  of  in- 
finitesimals  in  curing  disease,  and  their  superiority  over  drug 
doses. 

In  1842, 1  had  a  case  of  prosopalgia.  Pain  in  the  left  side  of 
the  head,  temple,  malar  bone  and  teeth.  Profuse  flow  of  saliva. 
Pain  worse  at  night.  Physicians  had  been  consulted,  and  reme- 
dies tried,  but  skill  and  want  of  skill  alike  failed  to  afford  relief. 

I  prescribed  Mercurius  solubilis'^^,  three  drops  in  half  a 
tumblerful  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every  two  hours. 
This  prescription  relieved  the  pain  and  procured  rest  the  first 
night.     A  few  subsequent  similar  prescriptions  effected  a  cure. 

Mrs.  S.,  of  N.,  had  nebulous  opacity  of  the  cornea;  was  nearly 
blind.  She  consulted  Dr.  P.,  of  Boston;  and,  entering  the  Infir- 
mary in  Boston,  was  for  several  months  under  treatment  by  both 
Drs.  R.  and  J.  Not  improving,  she  was  advised  to  cease  medica- 
tion, to  diet,  exercise  in  the  open  air,  and  "  wait  for  something  to 
turn  up."     This  is,  in  substance,  her  own  report. 

When  consulted,  I  learned  that  the  veins  of  the  sclerotica  had 
been  injected ;  heat  and  burning  in  the  eyes ;  profuse  lachryma- 
tion;  ulcers  on  the  cornea  and  conjunctiva,  and  agglutination  of 
the  eyelids.  The  inflammation  had  subsided,  and  a  white  nebula 
nearly  covered  the  cornea  of  each  eye. 

Prescribed  Merc,  sol.^^,  to  be  taken  daily,  and  water  medicated 
with  the  same  to  bathe  the  eyes.  In  less  than  one  year  "  some- 
thing did  turn  up."  The  nebulas  were  scarcely  perceptible,  and 
the  patient's  sight  was  perfectly  restored. 

During  July,  August  and  September,  1842,  an  epidemic  dysen- 
tery prevailed  throughout  Bristol  county,  and  I  believe  pretty 
extensively  over  New  England,  Of  well  marked  dysentery  I 
treated  sixty-three  cases.  The  majority  of  them  presented  the  fol- 
lowing symptoms:  frequent  discharges  of  bloody  mucus,  chilli- 
ness before  the  evacuations ;  urging  to  stool  with  tenesmus ;  worse 
at  night;  worse  on  movement;  heat  and  burning  at  the  anus 
after  evacuation. 

Prescribed  Merc,  sol.^  every  two  hours.  In  some  instances 
the  discharges  were  of  putrid  odor,  and  accompanied  with  nausea, 
vomiting,  thirst,  prostration,  fainting  when  at  stool.  To  such  I 
gave  Arsen.  alh.^.     Of  the  sixty-three,  one  died. 
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I  stated  to  a  professional  friend  of  the  old  school,  the  result  of 
homoeopathic  practice  in  the  epidemic,  and  advised  him  to  try  it. 
Although  he  had  lost  six  patients  out  of  eighteen,  he  said  he  had 
equally  favorable  results  sometimes  in  his  practice,  but  that  it  was 
his  misfortune  at  this  time  to  have  all  severe  cases. 

In  1845  I  had  a  case  of  bronchocele.  Mrs.  D.,  of  Yalley  Falls, 
R.  I.,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  married,  tall,  spare,  general  health 
good.  Had  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland  fully  the  size  of  an 
ostrich's  egg,  which,  extending  from  side  to  side  of  the  neck,  in- 
volved at  its  base  the  cellular  tissue  and  lymphatic  glands.  She  had 
consulted  my  esteemed  friend,  Dr.  Miller,  of  Providence,  who  dis- 
couraged an  operation,  and  directed  application  of  iodine.  It, 
however,  continued  to  increase  in  size,  as  it  had  been  enlarging 
for  several  years. 

I  prescribed,  on  one  condition,  viz. :  that  she  should  persevere, 
if  necessary,  in  the  trial  of  remedies,  five  years.  To  this  she  con- 
sented. I  had  had  some  experience  formerly  in  the  use  of  mer- 
cury, in  the  form  of  blue  pill,  and  at  times  noticed  after  its  use 
considerable  swelling  of  the  submaxillary  and  cervical  glands. 

Prescribed  Merc,  viv.^,  three  times  a  week.  In  twelve  months 
the  cellular  tissues  and  lymphatics  became  normal,  and  the  tumor 
was  soft  to  the  touch.  But  as  there  had  been  no  further  improve- 
ment for  several  weeks  I  prescribed  Iodine  ^,  alcoholic  dilution. 
In  six  months  the  thyroid  diminished  in  size  about  one  third.  Con- 
tinued lod.  three  months,  sometimes  omitting  it  a  week.  No  fur- 
ther improvement.  Gave  Merc,  viv.  again  three  times  a  week.  In 
six  months  the  tumor  was  two-thirds  gone.  lod.  again  three 
months.  No  perceptible  diminution  in  size,  but  the  tumor  had  a 
more  flabby  feel,  showing  that  the  absorbents  were  not  idle.  Con- 
tinued lod.  a  few  weeks  longer,  but  there  being  no  further  im- 
provement, gave  Merc.  viv.  again.  Continuing  this  three  or  four 
weeks  and  seeing  no  effect,  prescribed  Lycopod.^\  The  tumor,  under 
this  new  influence,  diminished  rapidly,  and  the  cure  was  complete 
in  less  than  four  years  from  the  commencement  of  homoeopathic 
treatment.  It  is  twenty  years  since  she  was  cured,  and  she  still 
lives  at  or  near  Yalley  Falls,  R.  I.,  in  good  health,  and  can  tell  her 
own  story. 
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This  may  seem  to  have  required  a  long  time  to  effect  a  cure. 
Perhaps  it  was,  compared  with  what  Drs.  Manson  and  Copland 
claim  to  have  done  with  "  Liquor  Potassii  lodidi  Compositus."  But 
it  shows  as  conclusively  the  power  of  infinitesimals  to  cure;  and 
we  are  in  no  danger  of  producing,  with  these  small  doses,  "  palpita- 
tion, dry  cough;  marasmus,  prostration  of  strength,  swelling  of  the 
legs,  tremors,  painful  hardness  of  the  bronchocele,  or  diminution  of 
the  mammary  glands,"  as  witnessed  by  Dr.  Coindet  after  giving 
large  doses  of  iodine;  nor  did  we  feel  compelled  to  watch  for 
"  specific  ill  effects  of  iodine  upon  the  system,"  as  advised  by  Dr. 
Watson  after  using  Unguent.  lod.  Compositum. 

It  has  been  very  usual  for  my  allopathic  brethren,  especially  in 
the  southern  part  of  Massachusetts  and  in  Rhode  Island,  to  credit 
cures  effected  under  homoeopathy  either  to  previous  treatment 
under  their  own  practice,  or  to  "  Dame  Nature." 

In  1845,  W.  P.,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  L,  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
house  carpenter,  called  at  the  office  of  Dr.  C.  F.  Manchester,  and 
reported  as  follows : 

Had  been  treated  about  three  years  for  amaurosis.  Had  spent 
several  months  (I  think  fifteen)  in  the  New  York  Eye  Infirmary, 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Delafield ;  and  also  several  months  in  Massa- 
chusetts under  the  care  of  Drs.  Reynolds  and  Jeffries,  but  grew 
worse. 

His  eyes  now  had  a  dull  appearance,  with  dimness  of  the  cornea. 
He  could  discern  light,  but  on  approaching  an  object  it  appeared 
only  in  shadow.  He  could  not  distinguish  a  man  from  a  horse,  or 
a  house  from  a  load  of  hay.  It  seemed  to  him  as  if  he  was  con- 
tinually looking  into  a  dense  yellowish  fog.  Could  grope  his  way 
along  familiar  streets  by  the  aid  of  a  cane,  but  had  been  unable 
to  work  at  his  trade  for  several  years. 

Dr.  Manchester  prescribed  Sulphur  '^  ''^"^-  in  pellets,  to  be  taken 
twice  a  week.  In  two  months  the  patient  had  improved,  and  in 
one  year  he  had  so  far  recovered  as  to  recognize  persons,  to  work 
at  his -trade  and  to  read  coarse  print,  having  taken  nothing  but 
infinitesimal  doses  of  Sulpli.  and  this  occasionally  omitted  two 
weeks. 

Was  this  great  benefit  to  Mr.  P.  derived  from  treatment  in  the 
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Infirmar}^  at  New  York,  or  subsequent  treatment  in  Massachusetts  ; 
from  time  and  the  curative  power  of  Nature  or  from  infinitesimal 
doses  of  Sulyhur  ? 

In  1845  I  was  called  to  visit  Mrs.  C.  J.,  of  Pawtucket,  a  married 
lady,  forty-three  years  old,  tall,  spare,  delicate,  and  nervous.  She 
bad  suffered  for  a  long  time  with  neuralgia,  especially  iu  her  head, 
for  which  she  had  taken  many  drugs  without  relief,  and  now  she 
wanted  to  try  homoeopathy.  Her  headaches  usually  came  on  in 
the  morning  and  lasted  until  evening.  The  pains  were  over  the 
whole  top  of  the  head,  and  worse  from  movement.  Sometimes  worse 
in  the  region  of  the  right,  and  sometimes  of  the  left,  parietal  bones. 
After  the  middle  of  the  day  the  pain  increased  in  intensity  until 
evening,  accompanied  with  vertigo,  nausea,  chilliness  and  frequent 
desire  to  urinate.  The  pains  extended  down  the  neck  and  arms,  and 
across  the  chest  with  spasmodic  drawing,  which  amounted  almost 
to  convulsion.  At  evening  the  pain  subsided,  and  during  the  night 
she  was  able  to  take  some  rest. 

It  was  about  eleven  a.  m.  when  I  called.  I  dissolved  a  few  pellets 
of  Jenichen's  Cuprum  metallicum  ^^^,  in  a  gill  of  water,  gave  one  tea- 
spoonful,  and  sat  down  by  her  bed.  After  about  fifteen  minutes 
she  appeared  as  if  going  to  sleep,  when  suddenly  looking  up  she 
said,  "  I  have  never  taken  this  kind  of  medicine  before."  "  What 
makes  you  think  so  ?  "  I  asked.  "  Because,"  she  replied,  "  it  is 
easing  my  pain ;  and  it  is  the  first  dose  of  medicine  I  have  ever 
taken  that  has  done  so."  I  directed  her  to  repeat  the  dose  once 
an  hour  until  entirely  relieved,  and  to  re-commence  taking  it  in  the 
morning  as  soon  as  she  felt  the  pain.  Called  the  next  day  about 
eleven  o'clock.  She  was  freed  from  pain  the  previous  afternoon 
earlier  than  usual,  and  thus  far  in  the  morning  the  pain  had  been 
comparatively  slight.  Prescription,  continued  two  days.  The  pain 
being  now  confined  chiefly  to  the  top  of  the  head,  with  still  fre- 
quent desire  to  urinate,  prescribed  Veratrum  album  ^^^  to  be  taken 
in  alternation  with  Cup?  urn  every  three  or  four  hours.  Continued 
these  a  week,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  as  all  pains  had  ceased, 
discontinued  medicine.  In  a  week,  however,  the  pain  re-appeared, 
but  Cuprum  ^^^  promptly  relieved  it.  Ordered  a  dose  of  Cuprum 
or  Veratrum^  sometimes  the  one  and  sometimes  the  other,  to  be 
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continued  two  weeks  once  a  day.  As  the  first  dose  of  Cuprum 
relieved  the  pain,  and  there  had  been  no  return  of  it  during  the 
fortnight,  medicine  was  again  suspended.  She  kept  along  free 
from  pain  for  about  four  weeks  and  once  more  the  headache  began 
to  creep  on.  Ordered  Cuprum  with  an  occasional  dose  of  Veratrum 
to  be  taken  daily  for  a  month.  After  this  she  ceased  taking  medi- 
cine and  had  no  return  of  the  pain  for  several  years. 

Since  1850  she  has  sent  to  me  twice,  and  called  once  for  "some 
of  the  headache  medicine,"  "  feeling  a  little  as  if  she  were  going 
to  have  one  of  her  old  turns  of  headache."  When  she  has  had 
that  feeling  and  fear,  she  has  taken  a  few  doses  of  either  Cuprum 
or  Veratrum —  Cuprum  when  the  pain  was  in  the  sides  of  the  head, 
and  Veratrum  when  on  the  top,  —  and  has  now  been  in  comfortable 
health  for  over  twenty  years. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  attending  this  case,  —  the 
prompt  relief  repeatedly  and  uniformly  following  infinitesimal 
doses,  the  permanent  cure  which  has  resulted,  and  the  failure  of 
all  previous  remedies  even  to  mitigate  suffering,  will  the  objector  con- 
tend that  either  the  drugs  previously  taken  wrought  the  cure,  or 
that  the  credit  is  due  to  vis  medicatrix  naturce  alone  ? 
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BY  CHARLES    HAESELER,   M.D.,   POTTSVILLE,   PA. 

I  HAVE  a  young  friend,  T.  B.  I.,  aged  twenty-one  years,  in  the 
vitreous  humor  of  whose  eye  a  parasite  has  flourished  for  some- 
time. It  was  discovered  four  years  ago  by  Dr.  Gescheidt,  of  New 
York,  who  subsequently  consulted  upon  the  case  with  Drs.  Parker, 
Detmold,  Jacobi,  Agnew,  and  others ;  all  of  whom  distinctly  saw 
the  cysticercus,  and,  wanted  to  "go  for  him,"  as  my  friend  says, —  by 
an  operation  j  but  he  could  not  "  see  it  in  that  light,"  and  resolved  to 
give  "  the  critter  "  a  perpetual  lease  for  bathing  in  the  glassy  liquid 
of  his  visual  orb, —  so  long,  at  least,  as  he  did  not  locate  perma- 
nently between  the  retina  and  daylight. 

The  parasite  has  never  been  troublesome  any  farther  than  to 
occasion,  at  times,  the  appearance  of  dark  spots  while  the  patient 
looked  at  white  objects.     The  patient's  sight  was  weak  and  un- 
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steady  four  years  since,  which  circimistance  led  to  the  examination 
of  the  eye,  and  the  discovery  above  mentioned. 

Recently,  my  friend  informs  me,  he  has  several  times  distinctly 
seen  it.  While  lying  on  a  sofa,  in  the  evening,  gazing  with  half- 
closed  eye  at  the  gas-light,  he  saw  the  object  moving  across  the 
field  of  vision.  It  appeared  to  him  something  like  a  common 
roach,  with  head,  body  and  legs  distinctly  definable.  On  suggest- 
ing to  him,  that  it  might  possibly  be  the  eyelashes  of  the  "  half- 
closed  eye  "  which  in  the  dim  light  he  mistook  for  the  legs  of  the 
parasite,  he  affirmed  that  he  was  quite  positive  on  the  subject,  and 
that  what  he  saw  were  undoubtedly  appendages  of  the  body  within 
his  eye,  which  threw  the  shadow  upon  his  retina.  When  a  stronger 
light  shines  into  his  eye  at  a  time  when  he  happens  to  see  the  cys- 
ticercus,  the  latter,  he  says,  assumes  a  shape  more  like  that  of  a 
bed-bug  —  ^.  e.,  it  becomes  rounder,  with  head  and  legs,  however, 
still  clearly  visible.  At  length,  when  the  full  brightness  of  the  gas  is 
admitted,  the  intruder  seems  to  draw  in  its  head  and  legs,  and 
becomes  almost  perfectly  round  in  shape. 

These  observations  were  not  all  accurately  made  on  one  and  the 
same  occasion,  but  at  several  times,  and  in  different  degrees  of 
light ;  for  the  floating  of  the  parasite  across  the  visual  disc  is  so 
rapid  as  to  be  almost  instantaneous.  A  curious  feature  about  it 
is,  that  it  always  passes  across  the  sight  in  the  same  direction,  as 
we  frequently  see  a  fish  in  an  aquarium,  or  a  squirrel  in  the  wheel 
of  a  cage,  travelling  for  hours  straight  along,  without  once  turning 
to  try  the  opposite  way.  The  direction  of  the  movements  of  this 
encaged  cysticercus  is  always  diagonally  across  from  the  lower 
side  of  the  inner  to  the  upper  side  of  the  outer  canthus.  Mr.  I. 
has  a  theory  that  no  person  can  see  the  parasite  as  well  as  himself  j 
because,  whenever  the  pupil  is  dilated  by  means  of  atropia,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  observations  with  the  ophthalmoscope,  so  much 
light  streams  into  the  eye,  that,  he  says,  the  fellow  is  irritated 
thereby,  pulls  in  his  head  and  legs,  and  cannot  be  seen  with  perfect 
distinctness. 

This  subjective  history  of  the  cysticercus  naturally  awakened  a 
desire  to  obtain,  if  possible,  an  objective  view  of  it.  Accordingly 
I  was  permitted  the  other  day  to  drop  the  necessary  solution  of 
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sulphate  of  atropia  upon  the  interesting  eye ;  and  a  few  hours  after^ 
Dr.  F.  W.  Bojer  and  myself  made  a  careful  and  protracted  exam- 
ination with  the  ophthalmoscope. 

Upon  gazing  into  the  illuminated  eye  there  was  visible,  in  the 
posterior  chamber,  a  dark-brown,  almost  black,  opaque  spot,  about 
the  size  of  a  pin's  head.  It  was  ovoid  in  shape,  and  fringed  with 
innumerable  cilia,  so  small,  however,  as  to  be  visible  only  upon  the 
closest  scrutiny.  Its  permanent  station  appeared  to  be  distant 
about  a  line  inwards  and  downwards  of  the  optic  papilla ;  but  ever 
and  anon  it  would  dart  by  a  quick-flitting  though  irregular  motion, 
sometimes  directly  across,  and  sometimes  above  or  below  the 
papilla  to  the  other  side;  then  immediately  back  again  to  its 
former  position.  My  own  impression  was,  that  it  was  attached  by 
a  pedicle  to  the  retina  or  choroid,  by  means  of  which  it  swung  thus 
to  and  fro ;  though  the  pedicle,  if  any  there  was,  could  not  be  dis- 
cerned. 

Dr.  Gescheidt,  four  years  ago,  prescribed  dilute  hydrocyanic 
acid  to  be  dropped  into  the  eye ;  but  the  patient  did  not  fancy 
this  application  much,  and  only  made  use  of  it  once.  I  advised 
bathing  the  eye  with  a  very  weak  lotion  of  carbolic  acid.  The 
result  remains  to  be  seen. 


CLINICAL  CASES. 

BY  E.    H.  SP00>T;R,     M.D.,   READING,    PA. 

Chronic  Pharyngitis.  —  Mr.  B.,  a  lawyer,  had  suffered  for  sev- 
eral years;  his  throat  was  repeatedly  cauterized,  leaving  him  in  a 
worse  condition  than  ever.  I  found  much  vascular  congestion 
around  the  soft  palate,  and  the  whole  pharyngeal  cavity  as  far  as 
could  be  seen  was  studded  with  small  whitish  ulcers  surrounded 
by  a  grayish- white,  firmly-adhering  membrane ;  there  was  an  accu- 
mulation of  mucus  in  the  throat  in  the  morning,  requiring  much 
hawking  to  free  the  passages.  Complexion  sallow;  cheeks  fre- 
quently flushed;  severe  pains  in  right  chest  and  liver.  The  chest 
was  well  developed,  vesicular  murmur  distinct,  and  a  full  inflation 
of  the  lungs  caused  no  pain,  but  there  was  soreness  of  the  whole 
right  side  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  especially  in  the  morning  on 


CLINICAL   CASES.  409 

waking;  dull  aching  under  the  right  scapula,  worse  on  motion; 
also  acute  pain  in  the  right  shoulder,  extending  down  the  arms  to 
the  fingers,  making  them  tingle.  At  the  same  time  an  acute  burn- 
ing pain  in  the  right  chest  between  the  third  and  fourth  ribs,  over 
the  nipple ;  occasional  sticking  pains  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys 
as  if  from  needles,  with  pain  in  urethra  on  urinating;  urine  scald- 
ing, and  of  deep  color,  with  reddish  sediment. 

May  19.     Nux  vomP^,  one  powder  each  night. 

June  1.  Throat  symptoms  batter.  HydrasUs,'^  moruing 
and  night,  to  be  used  also  as  a  gargle. 

June  15.  Throat  much  better,  and  chest  symptoms  improved. 
Continued  Hydrastis. 

July  1.  Throat  well.  Still  has  pains  in  the  chest  and  liver, 
and  under  the  scapula.       C helidonium'^  ^,  dosQ  night  and  morning. 

Sept.     Discharged  cured. 

Chronic  Prolapse  op  Rectum.  —  Mr.  N.,  age  27,  nervous 
temperament,  dark  hair,  blue  eyes :  has  been  troubled  with  pro- 
lapse of  rectum  for  years.  Seems  to  be  a  hereditary  weakness, 
as  others  of  his  family  have  the  same  complaint;  has  a  frequent, 
lumpy,  slimy  stool,  bloody  at  times ;  much  flatus ;  stool  often  un- 
satisfactory, passing  nothing  but  flatus ;  empty  eructations  and  dis- 
tended abdomen;  feces  often  pass  involuntarily  while  bending 
over;  weakness  in  lumbar  region;  frequent  urination;  prolapse 
always  with  the  stool  and  at  times  without  stool ;  after  sitting  a 
longtime  at  stool  the  prolapsed  bowel  becomes  much  swollen  and 
difficult  to  replace ;  usually  has  four  or  five  stools  per  day ;  health 
in  other  respects  good. 

Aug.  1.     Ruta^^^,  one  powder  each  morning. 

Aug.  13.     General  improvement,  continue  Ruta?^^  as  before. 

Sept.  1.     Nearly  well;  continue  i^?^^a^^^ 

Sept.  15.  Prolapse  almost  entirely  gone,  and  stools  more 
natural  and  usually  but  one  each  day.  Shall  continue  Ruta,  as  it 
seems  to  promise  a  radical  cure. 
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HYPOPHOSPHITE  OF  LIME  IN  RUPIA. 

BY  M.   S.   BRIRY,   M.D.,   BATH,  ME. 

Bead  before  the  Maine  Horn.  JUifed.  Society. 

Case  1.  Mrs.  L.,  aged  34,  light  blue  eyes  and  light  hair,  lym- 
phatic temperament,  after  a  pretty  severe  labor  of  six  hours,  gave 
birth  to  a  healthy  male  child ;  the  placenta  came  away  a  short  time 
after  the  child,  with  a  little  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  blood ; 
about  an  hour  afterwards  there  was  quite  profuse  haemorrhage 
which  wis  checked  by  the  use  of  Trillin.  She  had  a  fair  '<  getting 
up,"  with  the  exception  of  weakness;  but  she  looked  very  pale, 
weeks  after  she  was  about  the  house.  There  was  a  large  secretion 
of  milk. 

Some  eight  weeks  after  confinement  a  small  sore  developed 
itself  on  the  prolabium  of  the  under  lip  at  the  centre ;  it  became 
very  troublesome  and  increased  in  size.  In  a  week  or  two  more 
a  small  bulla  came  on  the  leg,  and  soon  others  made  their  appear- 
ance on  the  legs  and  arms ;  they  were  painful,  with  an  inflamed 
space  around  them ;  in  two  or  three  days  they  would  burst  and 
ulcerate.  The  largest  were  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  about 
the  same  in  depth.  Some  of  them  would  crust  over  without  secre- 
ting much  pus,  but  the  worst  discharged  freely,  and  for  a  long  time. 
The  patient  at  length  became  very  much  emaciated  and  so  lame  that 
she  had  to  walk  on  crutches,  or  had  to  be  carried  from  the  bed  to 
her  chair.  Part  of  the  time  the  odor  from  the  sores  was  very  offen- 
sive. 

This  condition  continued  from  July  till  December,  with  little 
change,  some  sores  healing  and  others  forming;  sometimes  she 
appeared  a  little  better,  then  worse,  till  her  endurance  was  nearly 
exhausted  as  well  as  the  skill  of  her  physician.  All  the  medicines 
that  seemed  to  be  adapted  to  the  case  were  given  one  after  another 
without  effecting  a  cure,  or  even  mitigating  the  suffering.  On  the 
first  of  December,  after  reading  an  article  in  the  New  England 
Medical  Gazette,  on  the  use  of  hypophosphite  of  lime  in  abscess,  by 
Dr.  W.  S.  Searle,  I  concluded  to  try  the  remedy  in  this  case.  I 
procured  some,  made  the  1st  dec.  trituration  and  gave  three  grains 
three  times  a  day. 
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In  one  week  there  was  a  decided  and  marked  improvement.  At 
the  end  of  the  third  week  the  sores  on  tlie  legs  and  arms  were 
nearly  all  healed,  and  the  patient  was  able  to  work  and  make  calls. 
She  gained  strength  and  flesh  very  fast. 

Case  2.  L.,  aged  nine  years,  with  light  hair  and  blue  eyes, 
complained  of  pain  in  the  right  hip  and  knee  for  three  weeks.  He 
said  it  halt  him  to  step  on  that  leg.  January  10th,  when  called 
to  see  him,  he  was  unable  to  walk,  the  pain  was  very  severe ;  had 
slept  but  little  the  two  nights  past;  no  appetite,  feverish.  When 
standing,  the  right  leg  appeared  longer  than  the  other,  and  the  foot 
turned  in  toward  the  other.  There  was  also  considerable  cough, 
and  tho  face  had  the  appearance  of  constant  pain.  Was  this  a  case 
of  "hip  disease  "?  It  certainly  had  that  appearance.  Gave  him 
some  two-grain  powders  of  Hypophosphke  of  lime,  ^'^^°-  to  take  one 
every  five  hours, 

January  13.  Appeared  better;  continued  the  same  medicine. 
Jan.  17,  there  was  decided  improvement;  the  same  medicine  as 
before.  Jan.  22,  found  him  able  to  stand  erect,  and  walk  without 
pain,  the  cough  also  better.  Left  him  more  of  the  same  medicine. 
He  continued  to  improve  and  in  a  short  time  was  out,  and  remains 
well  to  the  present  time,  —  May  17,  1869. 


®k  §m  (Bn^hwA  ^(Am\  ^^sttU. 

BOSTON,    NOVEMBER,    1869. 

"  The  Drift  of  Modern  Medicine"  is  the  title  of  an  address  recently 
delivered  before  the  British  Homoeopathic  Society.  Its  able  author, 
Dr.  Pope,  conclusively  shows  whither  modern  medicine  is  tending. 
When,  in  1835,  Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow  delivered  bis  lecture  on  Self-lim- 
ited Diseases,  and  when,  in  1860,  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  dis- 
coursed on  the  Currents  and  Counter- currents  in  Medical  Science, 
neither  of  these  gentlemen,  while  uttering  their  diatribes  against  hom- 
oeopathy, thought  how  rapidly  they  were  drifting  toward  it.  The  very 
arguments  which  they  used  against  it  have  done  more  for  its  advance- 
ment than  the  warmest  eulogies  of  its  most  enthusiastic  friends.  Dr. 
Pope  in  his  address  demonstrates  with  brevity  and  force  what  its  title 
expresses,  "  the  drift  of  modern  medicine."     The  human  mind  can 
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not  long  remain  satisfied  with  a  creed  made  up  of  negations,  and  the 
doubters  of  to-day  will  be  the  believers  of  to-morrow.  It  was  thus, 
by  proving  the  falsity  of  past  ideas,  that  tliese  gentlemen  prepared 
the  soil  in  which  homoeopathic  principles  have  already  taken  deep 
root  throughout  the  medical  world.  And  while  the  opponents  of 
homoeopathy  shrink  with  terror  at  this  much  dreaded  name,  yet  they 
are  almost  unconsciously  adopting  its  principles  one  by  one.  The 
*' physiological  provings"  which  are  now  arousing  so  much  attention 
are,  in  a  therapeutic  point  of  view,  but  bungling  attempts  to  follow  the 
great  principles  established  by  Hahnemann.  How  many  animals 
are  tortured  —  and  even  to  death, —  and  all  to  the  least  pur- 
pose !  Prizes  are  offered,  students  are  set  to  work,  the  chaff  is  all 
saved  while  the  solid  wheat  drops  through  their  coarse,  untutored 
sieve.  Dr.  Pope  has  well  cited  Wilks,  Beale,  Chambers,  Rej^nolds, 
Bence  Jones,  Hughes  Bennett,  Ringer,  and  Virchow,  great  lights  in 
the  medical  profession,  to  show  that  they  are  all  drifting  in  the  direc- 
tion of  homosopathy.  Within  our  memory,  plain  Thomas  Watson, 
M.D.,  —  now  the  knighted  Sir  Thomas,  —  wrote  a  volume  on  the 
Principles  and.  Practice  of  Physic.  In  this,  as  Dr.  Pope  tells  us, 
"  blood  letting,  purgation,  salivation,  counter-irritation,  the  active  and 
energetic  administration  of  diuretics,  diaphoretics,  and  other  meas- 
ures equally  violent  in  their  character,  are  commended  as  well  worthy 
of  reliance  in  our  greatest  difficulties,  as  adequate  to  meet  cases  of 
the  most  imminent  danger."  Now  Sir  Thomas  Ba3^s  "  the  greatest 
gap  in  the  science  of  medicine,  is  to  be  found  in  the  final  and  supreme 
stage  —  the  stage  of  therapeutics."  Yet  even  this  valiant  knight, 
fearing  lest  his  brother  ph3'sicians  should  accuse  him  of  Leresy,  sup- 
plements his  observation  just  quoted  by  saying,  "It  seems  to  have 
been  thought  in  some  quarters  that  I  had  renounced  mj''  faith  in 
ph^^sic,  that  I  undervalued  the  resources  and  usefulness  of  the  art. 
Such  a  notion  is  the  very  reverse  of  the  truth.  I  am  anxious  to  have 
the  effects  of  remedies  carefully  ascertained  and  certified,  just  because 
I  have  so  great  faith  in  their  real  force.  Wliat  I  deprecate,  and  what 
I  fain  would  see  altered,  what  it  is  one  great  end  of  our  society  to  do 
away  with,  is  the  vagueness  of  aim,  the  uncertainty  of  result,  the 
merely  tentative  nature  of  too  many  of  our  prescriptions.  Far  from 
thinking  that  our  warfare  with  disease  is  a  vain  warfare,  I  am  only 
desirous  that  our  arms  should  have  the  precision  of  our  modern  rifle, 
instead  of  the  wild  flight  of  the  old-fashioned  smooth-bore.  Probably 
I  have  even  greater  reliance  than  many  physicians  on  the  virtue  of 
drugs,  of  what  used  to  be  called  simples,  —  a  word    I  like  because  it 
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helps  continually  to  suggest  to  one's  mind  the  golden  rule  that  their 
administration  should  be  simple,  that  they  should  be  mixed  as  little 
as  possible  with  other  substances  which  might  confuse  or  vitiate  the 
conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  their  actual  operation." 

Dr.  Pope,  after  quoting  evidence  of  the  "  drifting  "  of  Sir  Thomas, 
remarks  :  ''  This  change  of  feeling  as  to  the  virtues  of  the  methods 
of  treatment  hitherto  in  vogue ;  this  consciousness  of  how  little  is 
really  known  regarding  the  natures  of  remedies  in  daily  and  long- 
continued  use ;  this  as  it  were  tentative  looking  to  experiments  in 
corpore  sano  for  a  pure  materia  medica,  marks  the  writings  of  every 
representative  of  '  modern  medicine.'  *  And  as  to  the  use  of  medi- 
cines,' says  Dr.  Chambers,  '  with  which  it  is  a  student's  duty  to  be 
acquainted,  do  you  not  see  that  the  safest  guide  to  a  knowledge  of 
their  effects  upon  a  disordered  body  is  the  knowledge  of  their  effects 
upon  a  healthy  body,  and  that  the  most  certain  way  of  advancing 
the  art  of  healing  is  to  search  out  the  essential  action  of  physical 
agents  ? '" 

Dr.  Pope  truly  says  :  — 

"  The  '  medicine  of  modern  times '  presents  us,  then,  with  a  clearer 
physiology,  a  truer  pathology,  allows  that  the  modes  of  medication  gen- 
erally adopted  a  few  short  years  ago  are  erroneous,  admits  that  the 
real  knowledge  of  the  action  of  drugs  must  be  acquired  in  corpore 
sano;  evinces  considerably  more  than  a  suspicion  that  for  certain 
tissues  certain  drugs  have  a  specific  affinity  ;  and  finally  teaches  —  in 
a  very  rough  and  unsatisfactory  way,  certainly  —  that  to  hope  for 
successful  treatment,  cases  of  disease  must  be  individualized." 

But  we  might  continue  these   extracts  till  we  had  reprinted  the 
whole  pamphlet,  which  must  be  a  telling  blow  upon  the  strongholds  of 
allopathy.     And  while  we  have  to  thank  the  author  for  the  copy  he 
has  sent  us,  we  have  still  more  to  thank  him  for  the  service  he  has 
rendered  to  the  profession. 


But  the  **  drift"  is  not  all  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  At  the 
recent  opening  of  the  sixty-third  session  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  at  New  York,  Prof.  McLane  delivered  the  introduc- 
tory address  before  a  crowded  audience.  After  giving  some  excel- 
lent advice  and  reminding  his  hearers  that  "  a  cripple  on  the  right 
road  beats  a  courser  on  the  wrong,"  he  says  : 

'^  The  present  is  a  most  auspicious  time,  for  it  is  a  time  of  search- 
ing inquiry  and  advancing  liberalism  in  every  sphere,  when  men  are 
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getting  long  levers  under  the  errors  of  the  past,  and  toppling  them 
over  into  the  rushing  tide  of  knowledge.  We  are  already  passing  the 
stage  of  skepticism  in  which  the  '  expectant  treatment '  was  the  natural 
reaction  from  the  absurd  drugging  of  half  a  century  ago,  and  a  wise 
and  rational  therapeusis  is  becoming  gradually  but  firmly  estab- 
lished." 

But,  like  Sir  Thomas  Watson,  he  fears  the  effect  of  his  doubts, 
and  diverts  attention  from  them  by  a  little  gentle  railing  at  homoeo- 
pathy. He  says :  "  In  contrast  with  the  rapid  strides  of  scien- 
tific medicine,  look  at  the  halting  steps  of  quackery."  He  then  inno- 
cently propounds  this  question :  "  Taking  homoeopathy  as  the  most 
popular  and  successful  form  of  it  [quackery],  where  is  the  follower 
of  Hahnemann  who  is  doing  anything  for  the  real  advancement  of 
science  ?  " 

When  Gen.  Grant  was  quietly  and  steadily  drawing  the  circle  more 
closely  around  the  devoted  city  of  Vicksburg,  and  as  the  month  of 
June  wore  tediously  away,  and  the  stronghold  of  rebellion  was 
slowly  and  almost  imperceptibly  yielding,  how  the  opposition  howled 
at  his  inefficiency,  and  by  the  most  vindictive  assaults  sought  to 
have  him  displaced.  *'  He  never  has  done  anything  there,  and  he 
never  will !  He  is  a  quack,  a  pretender,  a  drunken  imbecile  ! "  Con- 
gress took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  almost  completed  his  overthrow. 
A  military  deputation  waited  upon  the  President  to  induce  him  to 
replace  "  the  inefficient,  worthless  Grant."  The  President  listened 
to  their  representations  until  their  motives  became  clearly  apparent, 
when,  his  noble  soul  burning  with  indignation,  he  exclaimed,  "  Select 
from  j^our  own  number  a  man  who  has  ever  shown  the  capacitj^  to 
take  Vicksburg,  and  I  will  then  consider  your  proposition.  Till  that 
time  I  shall  keep  in  his  place  the  man  whose  lines  are  nearest  to  it." 

Homoeopathy  has  as  yet  no  fear  of  being  displaced. 


COBRESPONDENCE. 

New  York,  20  Sept.,  1869. 

Dear  Gazette  :  A  word  from  the  metropolis  will  show  jon  that 
our  cause  is  as  actively  alive  here  as  ever.  On  Tuesdaj^  last  we  went 
to  Jersey  City,  where  the  New  Jersey  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society 
held  its  semi-annual  meeting.  This  body  is  not  large,  but  there  were 
about  thirty-five  earnest,  wide-awake  men,  who  came  together,  full  of 
works  as  well  as  of  faith.  The  meeting,  though  short,  was  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  instructive  we  have  ever  attended.  Four  or 
five  papers  of  moderate  length  and  great  excellence  and  two  or  three 
shorter  ones  were  read.     After  discussing  medical  and  professional 
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matters,  attention  was  turned,  as  it  should  always  be  in  a  State  Soci- 
ety, to  the  consideration  of  plans  for  the  advancement  of  the  interests 
of  homoeopathy  in  the  State.  The  constitution  of  the  society  is  to 
be  revised,  the  standard  for  membership  raised,  and  application 
made  to  the  legislature  for  an  act  of  incorporation.  There  is  no 
society  in  the  country  which  is  doing  more  active  work  than  this,  and 
chief  among  its  workers  is  its  President,  Dr.  Youlin.  Depend  upon 
it,  with  such  enthusiasm  and  activity  as  is  shown  by  this  young 
societ}^,  we  shall  yet  hear  more  from  New  Jersey. 

The  City  of  New  York  is,  in  point  of  numbers,  the  great  centre  of 
homoeopathy.  By  a  happy  coincidence  the  semi  annual  meeting  of 
the  State  Society  commenced  at  New  York  just  after  the  close  of  the 
New  Jersey  meeting,  and  continued  its  session  the  next  day.  By 
this  arrangement  the  members  of  both  Societies  were  enabled  to 
meet  together,  thus  giving  increased  interest  to  the  meeting. 

It  does  one  good  to  take  by  the  hand  such  old  and  tried  veterans 
as  Gra}^,  Hallock,  Moffatt,  Barlow,  Ball,  Bowers,  Paine,  and  Dunham. 
These,  and  half  a  hundred  more  of  earnest  workers  in  our  cause,  were  - 
present  at  this  meeting.  What  they  said  and  what  they  did  the 
reports  of  the  meeting  will  probably  tell  you.  But  one  little  item, 
more  than  anything  else  which  our  profession  has  ever  done  in  this 
country,  binds  in  an  act  of  justice,  generosity,  and  affection  all  the 
followers  of  Hahnemann.  It  was  a  proposition  to  unite  in  erecting  a 
monument  to  Gram,  the  first  to  introduce  homoeopathy  into  America. 
No  matter  what  may  have  been  —  if  any  —  his  faults  or  his  failings, 
death  and  the  grave  has  covered  them  all  now,  and  he  stands  before 
us  as  the  pioneer  in  the  great  cause  of  the  relief  of  human  suffering. 
The  appeal,  which  will  be  made  alike  to  laymen  and  physicians,  is  cer- 
tain to  meet  with  a  cordial  support.  Videtur. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  Semi-annual  Meeting  was  held  in  Fraternity  Hall,  No.  554 
Washington  Street,  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  13th,  about  fifty 
members  being  present. 

Morning  Session.  —  The  society  was  called  to  order  at  10.30, 
A.M.,  by  the  Vice-President,  J.  P.  Paine,  M.D.  The  following  can- 
didates for  membership  were  unanimously  elected  :  — 

F.  F.  De  Derky,  M.D.,  of  New  Bedford  ;  F.  M.  Cragin,  M.D.,  of 
South  Dedham  ;  David  Hunt,  M.D.,  of  Worcester  ;  W.  K.  Fletcher, 
M.D.,  of  Somerville. 

During  the  progress  of  the  balloting.  Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot,  of  Boston, 
reminded  the  society  that  in  the  absorbing  interest  of  the  closing 
hours  of  the  last  session,  there  was  no  recognition  of  the  labors  of  the 
retiring  officers  ;  and  on  his  motion  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  society  be  presented  to  all  the 
officers  of  the  past   year,  and  especially  to  L.  Macfarland,  M.D.,  for 
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his  faithful  and  unwearied  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office  as  Sec- 
retary, for  the  past  three  years. 

Dr.  Holt,  of  Lowell,  referred  to  the  fact  that  a  certain  man,  claim- 
ing to  be  a  homoeopath,  had  posted  flaming  handbills  around  the  City 
of  Lowell,  advertising  himself  as  a  homoeopathic  physician  and  medi- 
cal electrician,  and  referring  to  two  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  is  a 
member  of  this  Society,  and  the  other  is  one  of  the  present  candidates 
for  membership.  The  matter  was  satisfactorily  explained  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  these  two  persons  whose  names  were  so  used.  A  short 
discussion  showed  that  it  was  decidedly  the  sense  of  this  Society 
that  great  care  should  be  exercised  by  its  members  that  their  names 
should  never  be  used  by  other  than  reputable  and  responsible  per- 
sons. 

The  report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  S.  M.  Gale,  of 
Newburyport,  showed  that  no  letters  had  been  received  or  written 
by  him. 

The  Treasurer,  T.  S.  Scales,  M.D.,  of  Woburn,  reported  that  there 
were  in  his  hands  $177.92,  and  that  all  the  bills  due  by  the  Society 
up  to  the  present  time,  were  paid. 

The  Librarian,  S.  Whitney,  M.D.,  presented  a  report.  The  Li- 
brary contains  310  bound  volumes,  catalogued,  and  properly  arranged 
upon  the  shelves  prepared  for  them.  Several  packages  of  pamphlets 
have  also  been  presented  to  the  Society,  which  have  not  yet  been 
examined. 

The  report  from  the  Committee  on  Publications  was  made  by  E.  U. 
Jones,  M.D.,  of  Taunton.  Everything  is  ready  for  the  printing  of 
the  first  volume  of  the  Publications,  but  suflScient  funds  have  not  yet 
been  raised  to  defray  the  necessary  expense.  The  matter  prepared 
for  it  comprises  all  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society,  from  its  formation 
to  the  year  1860,  such  addresses  of  its  Presidents  as  could  be  obtained, 
the  history  of  the  introduction  of  homoeopathy  into  Massachusetts 
and  other  papers,  which  will  make  the  volume  an  exceedingly  inter- 
esting one.  The  first  part  of  the  third  volume  has  been  published, 
in  pamphlet  form.  Since  then,  the  same  lack  of  funds  has  prevented 
any  further  issue.  It  is  worthy  of  thought  whether  the  regular 
appearance  of  the  Society's  Publications  would  not  stimulate  the 
members  to  present  more  thoroughly  elaborated  articles,  and  take 
more  pains  to  forward  to  the  various  committees  the  necessary  ma- 
terial for  their  reports. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Scales,  of  Newton,  said  that  in  some  of  the  States,  the 
State  Government  assumed  the  publication  of  the  transactions  of  the 
different  Medical  Societies,  and  thus  enabled  them  to  present,  every 
year,  the  material  which  was  furnished  by  the  members. 

Dr.  Holt,  of  Lowell,  thought  that  the  publication  of  this  volume  was 
important  and  very  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the  Society,  and  pro- 
posed that  every  member  should  agree  to  take  one  or  more  copies  of 
the  first  volume,  pajdng  what  might  be  needful. 

Dr.  Talbot,  of  Boston,  in  reply  to  a  question  of  Dr.  Morse  of  Salem, 
as  to  what  had  become  of  the  subscription  paper  started  two  years 
ago  for  the  purpose  of  this  ver}^  publication,  and  as  to  the  amount 


REPORTS   OF   SOCIETIES.  417 

subscribed,  said  the  paper  was  still  in  existence,  having  upon  it  the 
five  hundred  dollars  originally  subscribed,  but  that,  owing  to  deaths, 
removals  from  the  State,  and  other  causes,  four  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  of  that  amount  was  all  that  now  could  be  relied  upon.  The 
labor  which  has  been  laid  out  on  this  volume  should  not  be  lost,  but 
there  is  an  immense  amount  of  work  yet  to  be  done,  in  carrying  it 
through  the  press.  If  the  Secretary  is  willing  to  do  this  work,  the 
least  we  can  do  is  to  put  our  hands  into  our  pockets,  and  make  up 
the  necessary  sum.  Besides  this,  we  have  issued  no  publication  for 
the  past  four  meetings,  and  the  preparation  of  the  third  volume  will 
require  a  great  deal  of  work. 

Dr.  Morse,  of  Salem,  moved  that  the  Publication  Committee  be 
authorized  to  publish  the  material  in  their  hands,  consisting  of  the 
early  history  of  the  Society,  reports,  etc.,  to  be  known  as  the  First 
Volume  of  Publications,  and  that  the  members  of  the  Society  be 
assessed  the  sum  of  four  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  subscription 
already  made,  and  be  entitled  therefor  to  two  copies  of  the  volume  ;  — 
those  having  subscribed  five  dollars  and  upward,  moreover  to  have 
one  copy,  and  an  extra  cop}^  for  every  five  dollars  subscribed. 

Dr.  Holt  suggested  that  it  might  be  hard  to  collect  the  assessment, 
especially  from  young  members,  and  those  not  well  able  to  pay,  and 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  upon  the  table  till  afternoon.  Accepted  by 
Dr.  Morse. 

Dr.  C.  Wesselhoeft,  of  Boston,  from  the  Committee  on  Materia 
Medica,  made  a  partial  report,  which  was  accepted. 

Dr.  Cushing,  of  Lynn,  from  the  same  Committee,  stated  that  they 
had  received  but  three  letters  in  answer  to  the  circulars  sent  out. 
Why  will  not  the  members  answer  these  circulars  ?  The  principal 
excuses  are  that  they  have  no  time,  or  that  they  have  nothing  to  say. 
If  they  knew  how  important  each  man's  experience  was  to  every 
other  man  and  to  the  whole  body  of  the  profession,  these  excuses 
would  not  be  rendered. 

Dr.  Hayward,  of  Taunton,  from  the  Committee  on  Surgery,  made  a 
partial  report,  detailing  several  cases  of  interest.     Report  accepted. 

Dr.  Gale,  of  Newburyport,  reported  an  interesting  case  of  the 
extraction  of  a  small  glass  bead  from  the  ear,  where  it  had  lain  for 
twenty -five  3'ears. 

Dr.  Woodbury,  from  the  Committee  on  Obstetrics,  made  a  report, 
and  read  a  valuable  paper  on  Uterine  Polypus.  Accepted,  and  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Publication.  He  also  presented  a  letter  from 
Henry  M.  Smith,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  asking  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  co-operate  \\ith  other  committees  on  Pharmacy  for  a 
uniform  method  in  the  preparation  of  medicines.  On  motion  it  was 
voted  that  our  present  Committee  on  Pharmacy  be  requested  to  con- 
fer with  Dr.  Smith  on  this  matter. 

At  one  o'clock,  p.m.,  the  Society  adjourned  to  the  room  above  the 
hall  for  refreshments. 

Afternoon  Session.  —  At  two  o'clock,  p.m.,  the  Society  was 
again  called  to  order  by  the  Vice-President,  and  the  report  from 
delegates  was  called  for. 
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Dr.  Talbot,  of  Boston,  reported  that  he  was  present  at  the  semi- 
annual meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  wide  awake  of  our  State  Soci- 
eties, though  only  two  years  old,  and  consisting  of  but  thirty-five 
members. 

Dr.  Talbot  was  present  also  at  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  New 
York  Society.  This  society  is  under  the  patronage  of  the  State, 
which  publishes  all  its  transactions  to  the  extent  of  2,500  copies. 
The  meeting  had  the  fault  which  will  be  found  in  all  societies  in 
which  the  work  is  not  well  laid  out  —  it  dragged.  One  movement, 
however,  was  started  there  which  will  be  of  advantage  to  us.  Dr.  Gray 
was  called  up  as  the  father  of  homoeopathy  in  this  country,  which 
title  he  disclaimed,  and  said  that  it  was  due  to  Dr.  Gram.  He  then 
gave  a  short  history  of  him,  and  remarked  that  his  original  burial- 
place  was  in  an  almost  unknown  spot.  Dr.  Gray  had,  however,  at 
his  own  expense,  removed  his  remains  to  his  own  lot  in  Greenwood 
Cemetery,  but  no  monument  has  yet  been  erected  over  him.  The 
matter  was  thereupon  taken  up,  a  committee  appointed,  and  circulars 
prepared,  so  that  every  physician  in  the  country  might  have  the 
privilege  of  subscribing  a  small  sum  to  this  object. 

No  delegates  being  present  from  other  societies,  Dr.  Morse  called 
up  his  motion  for  assessment. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Scales,  of  Newton,  who  during  the  recess  had  circu- 
lated a  paper  for  subscriptions,  reported  that  he  had  been  able  to 
increase  the  subscription  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  There 
were  many  more  members  yet  to  be  seen,  and  he  thought  the  necessary 
sum  might  be  raised.  It  would  be  difficult  to  collect  the  assessment, 
and  a  subscription  seemed  the  most  feasible. 

Dr.  Holt  proposed  that  a  circular  be  sent  to  each  of  the  members  to 
be  returned  to  the  Secretary,  with  the  amount  each  was  willing  to 
subscribe. 

Dr.  Talbot  moved  as  an  amendment  to  Dr.  Morse's  motion.  That 
the  Committee  be  ordered  to  publish  the  volume ;  and  if  there  be 
not  enough  money  subscribed,  the  Society  take  such  action  in  the 
future  as  it  deem  best.  This  amendment  was  accepted  by  Dr.  Morse 
and  the  amended  resolution  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Cate,  of  Salem,  Dr.  Scales,  of  Newton,  was  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  complete  the  subscription. 

The  society  thea  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of  the  Intercurrent 
Injlaence  of  the  Hepatic  Function  in  Disease. 

Dr.  Gregg  thought  all  disease  to  be  of  a  dynamic  character,  and  the 
liver,  as  well  as  all  the  other  secreting  organs,  could  be  dynamically 
affected  in  any  disease.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  liver  has  any 
effect  on  disease,  but  is  itself  affected  by  the  disease.  Hence  he 
considered  any  apparent  disease  of  the  liver,  intercurrent  or  other- 
wise, to  be,  frequently,  the  effect  of  another  disease,  rather  than  the 
cause. 

Dr.  Cate  remarked  that  though  disease  might,  and  often  does, 
affect  the  different  tissues  of  the  body,  yet  these  tissues,  and  espe- 
cially the  secreting  ones,  may  themselves  affect  the  disease.     In  every 
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case  of  disease,  other  organs,  besides  those  primarily  affected,  may 
become  involved,  and  by  their  derangement  seriously  influence  tissues 
hitherto  healthy.  These  secondary  affections  may  subside  with  the 
removal  of  the  original  cause,  but  sometimes  they  do  not.  Thus  the 
blood  may  become  so  vitiated  in  disease  of  the  digestive  organs,  as 
seriously,  and  even  permanently  to  impair  the  function  of  the  liver. 
In  such  case,  medicine  must  be  directed  primarily  to  the  liver  itself. 
Again,  the  secretions  of  the  liver  become  vitiated,  and  affect  the 
general  S3'stem,  and  then  the  liver  decidedly  needs  treatment.  In 
chronic  diseases  the  influence  of  the  liver  is  very  marked,  and  can- 
not be  neglected- 

Dr.  Holt  said  that  all  zymotic  diseases  affect  more  or  less  the  whole 
system,  and  thoroughly  poison  the  blood.  That  poison  may  reach 
and  disturb  the  action  of  any  organ,  as  we  often  see  it  in  typhoid 
fever.  Sometimes  the  liver  seems  to  escape  this  zymotic  influence 
more  than  the  other  organs.  In  inflammatory  diseases  the  liability 
of  the  liver  varies  very  much ;  sometimes  it  is  affected,  but  often- 
times —  as  in  pneumonia  —  there  is  no  disturbance  noted.  In  either 
case,  however,  we  should  go  according  to  the  symptoms  as  they  are 
presented  to  us.  And,  as  in  other  organs  of  the  body,  we  should  take 
just  as  much  notice  of  the  liver  as  its  apparent  disturbance  demands, 
and  no  more. 

Dr.  Gate  thought  that  we  should  first  endeavor  to  find  what  tissues 
were  primarily  affected,  and  what  secondarily.  Treat  the  primary 
symptoms  first. 

Dr.  Gale  had  had  frequent  cases  in  which  the  indicated  remedy  did 
not  seem  to  do  what  might  reasonably  be  expected  of  it,  but  in  which 
remedies  acting  upon  the  liver  had  brought  about  speedy  cures.  In 
erysipelas,  Belladonna  and  Bhus  had  failed,  and  Mercurius  vivus  had 
wrought  the  cure.  In  rheumatism,  Bryonia  and  Mhus  had  failed,  even 
when  all  the  symptoms  seemed  to  point  to  them,  and  Mercurius  had 
rapidly  subdued  the  disease.  He  could  not  account  for  this,  unless 
by  the  action  of  the  Mercurius  on  the  liver.  Where  the  tongue  is 
coated,  and  the  breath  foul,  Mercurius  was  the  remedy.  In  answer 
to  Dr.  Chamberlain,  Dr.  Gale  said  that  he  did  not  observe  in  his 
patients  thus  cured  that  they  had  easy  perspiration  on  movement. 
One  case  of  erysipelas  treated  by  Mercurius  was  that  of  a  lady  who 
had  lived  in  India. 

Dr.  DeGersdorff,  of  Boston,  remarked  that  on  this  side  of  the  water, 
the  spleen  was  affected  in  fever  and  ague  far  more  than  the  liver. 
In  Germany  the  liver  was  the  more  seriously  involved.  Perhaps  the 
miasmatic  poisons  are  different.  May  not  these  two  organs  oftentimes 
relieve  each  other?  After  eating,  the  liver  is  usually  increased  in 
size,  but  sometimes  it  is  the  spleen.  Should  we  make  any  difference 
in  our  treatment  because  of  these  different  conditions  ?  He  has  often 
observed  to  his  astonishment  the  largest  liver  suddenly  becoming 
small  of  its  own  accord. 

Dr.  Gregg,  of  Boston  :  The  liver  frequently  overacts.  It  may  do  too 
much,  as  well  as  too  little,  and  this  through  the  efforts  of  the  disease 
to  relieve  itself;  we  ought  not,  at  such  times,  to  pay  attention  to  the 


420  REPORTS  OF   SOCIETIES. 

liver,  unless  it  have  some  phenomena  peculiar  to  itself.  Disease  is 
a  dynamic  force,  and  we  only  know  of  it  by  its  efforts  to  relieve 
itself. 

In  answer  to  a  question  of  Dr.  Lougee  whether  there  was  not  dan- 
ger of  allowing  the  liver  to  remain  too  long  inactive  in  dysentery,  — 
as  he  had  found  those  cases  in  which  the  liver  was  torpid  to  be  the 
hardest  to  cure,  —  Dr.  Gregg  thought  that  no  notice  whatever  should 
be  taken  of  it. 

The  further  discussion  of  this  subject  was  postponed,  and  the 
Society  passed  to  the  consideration  of  the  second  subject :  Albumi- 
nuria;  How  Affected  by  Carriage-riding. 

Dr.  Talbot  said  that  Bright's  disease  was  now  the  fashionable  dis- 
ease, and  many  persons  are  reported  as  dying  of  this  affection  of  the 
kidnej^s.  It  has  been  asserted  that  continued  riding  has  served  to 
produce  it.  Drs.  Ferry,  Hoppin,  Hull,  and  others  who  h^ve  driven  a 
great  deal  have  died  of  it,  or  have  had  it  as  an  intercurrent  disease. 
If  we  must  ride,  it  becomes  a  serious  question  what  kind  of  a  vehicle 
we  should  use,  so  as  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  all  injury  to  ourselves 
in  any  way.  Are  carriages  with  two  or  four  wheels  preferable  ?  And 
how  much  power  have  we  over  this  disease?  Certainly  many  cases 
have  been  much  relieved  by  such  remedies  as  Apis,  Arsen.^  Calc,  &c. 

Dr.  Robinson,  of  East  Boston,  had  always  driven  a  great  deal,  but 
could  assert  that  his  health  had  been  better,  since  he  had  walked  more. 

Dr.  Chamberlain,  of  Worcester,  thinks  the  influence  of  the  riding 
depends  as  much  on  the  form  of  the  seat  and  its  back,  as  upon  the  kind 
of  carriage.  He  gives  preference  to  four-wheeled  vehicles,  with  side 
springs.  He  has  had  but  few  cases  of  this  disease  ;  these  were  treated 
by  Terebinthina  i,  Nitric  acid  i.  Apis  3,  and  Meixurius  corros.  '^.  Cases 
treated  by  his  predecessor  with  Nitric  acid,  remain  well  to  the  present 
day,  though  they  had  had  relapses  at  first  from  carriage-riding. 

Dr.  DeGersdorff :  Is  it  understood  by  the  gentleman  that  the  mere 
mechanical  injury  of  riding  is  able  to  produce  this  disease? 

Dr.  Holt :  It  is  to  be  doubted  if  it  would  have  that  effect  in  a 
perfectly  healthy  constitution.  Bright's  disease  generally  co-exists 
with  a  tubercular  diathesis  ;  and  an3^thing  which  may  affect  that,  may 
serve  to  determine  the  diathesis  to  any  organ  of  the  body.  A 
patient,  now  under  treatment  and  who  may  not  survive  this  day,  said, 
only  a  few  da3's  ago,  that  he  had  alwa3's  ridden,  never  walked  ;  he 
felt  confident  that  if  he  had  ridden  much  less,  and  walked  more,  he 
would  not  be  in  the  desperate  strait  he  now  is.  Heretofore  his 
stomach  has  always  been  his  trouble  ;  now  his  muscles  have  com- 
pletely failed  him,  and  he  cannot  use  his  limbs.  For  himself  he  should 
in  the  future  walk  more,  as  being  the  best  means  of  strengthening  his 
general  system. 

Dr.  Underwood,  of  Millbury,  regarded  the  question  as  he  would  a 
matter  of  diet.  *'  One  man's  meat  may  be  another's  poison."  He 
has  felt  better  since  riding  in  a  chaise,  than  formerly  when  using  four 
wheels.  He  considered  the  constantly  varying  motion  of  the  chaise,  as 
far  more  conducive  to  health  and  comfort,  than  the  pitching  motion  of 
a  buggy. 
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Dr.  Barrows,  of  Taunton,  thought  that  the  question  of  weariness 
or  ease  in  riding  depended  quite  as  much  on  the  gait  of  the  horse,  as 
on  the  kind  of  vehicle  emplo3'ed.  It  is  better  to  change  carriages 
frequently,  and  even  to  ride  more  or  less  on  horseback. 

Rheumatism^  the  third  topic  of  discussion,  was  now  taken  up. 

Dr.  Gr.  M.  Pease,  of  Boston,  gave  the  case  of  a  lady  whose  family 
were  subject  to  rheumatism.  She  suffered  excruciating  pain  in  back 
and  legs,  so  that  she  could  not  turn  in  bed  without  severe  pain  ;  even 
pointing  a  finger  at  her  would  cause  her  to  cringe  and  cry  out.  The 
attack  having  come  on  after  wetting  the  feet,  Mhus^^'^^^  (Fincke) 
was  prescribed.     In  three  days  the  patient  was  about  her  work,  well. 

Dr.  Gregg  thinks  we  are  too  apt  to  ignore  the  recuperative  powers 
which  are  inherent  in  the  system,  as  well  as  the  mental  effect  which 
the  medicine,  or  the  presence  and  assurances  of  the  physician  has 
upon  the  patient.  If  his  patient  gets  well  he  is  glad  of  it,  but  can- 
not say  that  he  knows  what  has  cured  him.  He  does  not  believe  in 
high  dilutions,  yet  they,  or  the  physician  himself,  may  favorably 
affect  the  mind  of  the  patient  and  a  cure  may  result,  as  often  does  in 
the  "  laying  on  of  hands."  In  reply  to  Dr.  Barrows,  he  stated  that 
he  uses  from  the  1st  decimal  dilution,  to  the  6th. 

Dr.  Hunt,  of  Worcester,  has  a  case  of  syphilitic  rheumatism,  which 
has  been  treated  for  some  time  and  finally  cured  by  the  Iodide  oj 
potassium.  This  case  had  several  relapses,  and  he  would  like  to  know 
whether  members  had  observed  in  such  cases,  either  aggravations  or 
relapses  after  meat  diet. 

Dr.  Green,  of  Lynn,  did  not  know  why  the  30th  dilution  should  be 
denied  power,  while  we  accord  it  to  the  6th ;  nor  why  the  200th,  if 
we  grant  power  to  the  30th.  In  a  case  of  fever  in  a  child  which  he 
recently  had  under  his  care,  the  3d  dilution  of  Aconite  caused  a  severe 
aggravation,  every  time  it  was  taken,  but  a  dose  of  the  30th  relieved 
the  fever  at  once,  and  cured  the  case. 

Dr.  Talbot  deemed  it  difficult  to  say  when  medicines  do,  or  do  not 
act,  and  we  ought  to  be  cautious  as  to  our  statements  of  wonderful 
cures.  Lately  he  was  called  to  a  nervous  boy  in  croup.  He  gave 
Aconite  and  Hepar^  which  he  felt  very  sure  would  relieve.  On  his 
return  home,  he  was  again  almost  immediately  summoned,  as  it  was 
feared  that  the  child  would  not  live.  He  found  him  in  a  very  spas- 
modic state,  and  bade  the  parents,  if  the  boy  was  not  soon  relieved, 
to  apply  a  jacket  of  ice-cold  water.  This  the  boy  feared  ;  the  fear 
was  sufficient,  and  the  patient  was  soon  well.  High  potencies  may 
often  act  quickly  and  through  the  imagination,  as  the  ice-cold  jacket 
did.  Dr.  T.  referred  to  the  "  Fincke  potencies,"  so  called,  and  de- 
scribed the  manner  of  their  manufacture.  He  said  that  a  patent  had 
been  taken  out  for  the  method  of  potentization ;  and  urged  that  no 
high  potencies  be  employed,  unless  it  is  known  how  they  are  prepared. 

Dr.  Holt  regarded  the  medicines  prepared  by  Fincke  as  no  medi- 
cines. In  Dr.  Talbot's  case,  there  was  simply  medicinal  aggravation. 
In  referring  tc  rheumatism,  he  said  it  was  at  thfe  best  a  difficult 
disease. 

Dr.  Wells,  of  Brooklyn,  had  suffered  from  it  for  a  long  time. 
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Ordinary  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  should  be  relieved  in  from  one  to 
two  weeks.  If  the  patient  has  a  dingy  look,  a  dirty  tongue,  with  easy 
perspiration,  Mercurius  is  the  remedy ;  if  there  be  a  dry  skin,  with 
ephemeral  fever.  Aconite  is  demanded.  A  sharp  rheumatic  pain 
behind  the  ear,  caused  by  a  draft  of  wind  while  riding,  is  cured  in 
fifteen  minutes  by  Aconite. 

Dr.  Underwood,  of  Millbury,  was  sorry  to  see  so  much  variation 
among  phj^sicians  regarding  the  dilutions  used.  He  began  with  the 
low  dilutions,  and  has  gone  gradually  to  the  200th,  which  he  now 
uses  altogether.  He  had  recently  a  case  of  rheumatism,  with  high 
fever,  great  restlessness,  and  thirst,  which  in  four  days  was  cured  by 
one  dose  of  AconitQ  2^^* 

Dr.  S.  M.  Gale  had  used  the  Hamamelis  as  an  external  application 
in  rheumatism  with  excellent  success,  as  had  also  Dr.  T.  S.  Scales, 
of  Woburn. 

Dr.  Chamberlain  had  often  been  called  to  patients  to  whom  the 
Hamamelis  had  already  been  administered,  and  generally  found  the 
cases  much  relieved.  In  case  of  a  boy  with  rheumatism  of  the  heart, 
Cimicifuga  in  twelve  hours  relieved  the  sharp  pains,  which  for  twelve 
days  and  thirteen  nights  had  prevented  him  from  lying  down.  In 
lumbago  he  had  found  a  bandage,  padded  behind,  single  in  front,  to 
be  of  great  service. 

Dr.  Shattuck,  of  Boston,  had  had  a  very  bad  case  of  rheumatism, 
affecting  every  joint  in  the  bod}^ ;  there  was  an  inability  to  move,  so 
that  the  patient  had  even  to  be  assisted  in  urination.  There  was 
great  and  unremitting  suffering.  Nothing  relieved.  In  consultation. 
Dr.  Thayer  recommended  Artemisia  vulgaris,  which  was  given  with 
the  best  success. 

Dr.  Whittier,  of  Fitchburg,  thought  that  rheumatism  was  no  excep- 
tion among  diseases,  but  required  to  be  studied  anew  every  year. 

Dr.  Thayer  considered  great  drj-ness  of  the  skin  as  an  indication 
for  the  use  of  Cimicifuga  in  rheumatism. 

Dr.  Chamberlain  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the  use  of 
the  Asclepias  syriaca  in  rheumatism,  stating  that  Dr.  Cate  had  recently 
cured  a  case  with  it.  The  following  case  was  cure^  in  his  own  prac- 
tice by  Apocynum  androscemijolimn.  An  old  man,  who  had  suffered 
for  fourteen  years  with  great  weakness,  and  stiffness  of  all  the  joints, 
difficulty  in  lying  down,  inability  to  sleep  more  than  an  hour  at  a 
time  without  becoming  incapable  of  motion.  The  urine  was  scant}'', 
about  eight  oz.  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  filled  with  lithates.  Unless 
it  was  passed  every  hour,  it  would  be  only  with  great  difficulty  and 
much  delay  that  he  urinated  at  all.  The  origin  of  the  case  was  refer- 
red to  calomel,  while  under  allopathic  treatment.  Causticum  gave  no 
re  ief.  Gave  Apocynum  androscemifolium,  guided  by  the  following 
paragraphs  in  Hale's  New  Remedies,  2d  edition,  p.  88.  ''  In  Rheu- 
matism and  rheumatic  gout  [_Apoc.^  is  perhaps  the  most  homoeo- 
pathic remedy  that  we  are  yet  acquainted  with."  '^  It  seems  to  be 
absorbed  into  the  system,  and  to  penetrate  into  the  innermost  por- 
tions of  the  body,  similarly  to  the  rheumatic  poison,  and  even  to  pro- 
duce those  critical  evacuations  from  the  bowels,  skin,  liver,  and  kid- 
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neys,  which  terminate  an  attack  of  rheumatism."  It  was  given  in 
tincture,  increasing  from  three  to  thirty  drops,  every  four  hours.  In 
two  weeks  he  couki  sleep  from  two  to  two  and  a  half  hours,  and  could 
rise  and  sit  with  greater  ease  ;  urine  increased  ;  appetite  better  ;  mind 
more  cheerful.  In  six  weeks  general  dropsy  came  on.  The  medicine 
was  then  omitted,  the  dropsy  disappeared,  and  in  four  months  the 
patient  was  perfectly  well. 

Dr.  Gregg  has  been  for  some  j^ears  in  the  habit  of  using  the 
Asdepias  in  the  different  forms  of  anasarca  and  albuminuria  with 
better  success  than  anything  else. 

Dr.  Walker,  of  Chelsea,  had  found  the  alternate  application  of 
heat  and  cold,  ice-cold  cloths  alternated  with  cloths  wrung  out  of 
water  as  hot  as  the  hand  would  bear,  oftentimes  to  relieve  suddenly 
certain  forms  of  lumbago. 

Th^  pe^^sion  was  an  interesting  one. 

Adjourned. 

E.  U.  Jones,  Recording  Secretary, 

BOSTON   ACADEMY   OF   HOMCEOPATHIC   MEDICINE. 

Reported  hy  A.  F.  Squier,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

Sept.  27,  1869.  Dr.  Hedenberg  exhibited  a  large  hsemorrhoidal 
tumor  which  he  had  removed  by  ligature.  The  ecraseur  was  recom- 
mended for  the  removal  of  haemorrhoids. 

Dr.  Boothby  then  read  an  interesting  paper  entitled  "  Intestinal 
Obstructions."  The  essay  related  more  particularly  to  obstruction 
'bj  lodgment  of  foreign  bodies  in  the  appendix  caeci,  with  the  conse- 
quences. After  giving  an  anatomical  description  of  the  caecum,  and  its 
appendix,  with  their  relations  to  each  other  and  to  the  neighboring 
organs,  he  spoke  particularly  of  the  great  liability  of  the  appendix, 
in  very  many  cases,  to  become  the  recipient  of  undigested  masses 
"which  are  traversing  the  intestine.  This  arises  from  the  incomplete 
character  of  the  valve  which  guards  the  mouth  of  that  organ.  He 
then  read  the  details  of  six  cases  where  death  resulted  from  the 
lodgment  of  various  substances  in  the  appendix  caeci.  The  cases  all 
presented  a  marked  uniformity  in  their  progress  as  regards  the  ob- 
scure nature  of  the  symptoms  in  the  beginning,  and  the  subsequent 
development  of  acute  general  peritonitis  as  the  immediate  cause  of 
death.  In  none  of  the  cases  was  a  correct  diagnosis  made,  or  a 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  disease  ascertained  until  an  autopsy 
resulted  in  finding  in  the  appendix  some  foreign  body  introduced  by 
the  mouth.  In  some  instances  there  were  also  accumulations  of  pus 
in  and  about  the  appendix  ;  and,  in  one,  strong  adhesions  and  bands  of 
lymph  existed  betvveen  the  contiguous  viscera  and  the  abdominal  walls, 
and  under  one  of  these  bands  a  knuckle  of  intestine  had  slipped  and  be- 
come strangulated.  In  this  case  excessive  vomiting  and  other  signs  of 
strangulation  were  present. 

Dr.  Talbot  related  a  case  which  occured  some  years  ago,  of  complete 
occlusion  of  the  descending  colon  by  inflammation  excited  by  the 
lodgment  of  half-carpel  or  hull  of  an  apple-core  in  the  mucous  surface. 
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The  case  terminated  fatally  in  about  two  weeks.  At  the  autopsy 
the  occlusion  was  found  a  few  inches  above  the  sigmoid  flexure  and 
consisted  of  firm  adhesions  of  fibro-plastic  Ij^mph,  which  yielded  only 
to  the  eclge  of  the  knife.  The  hull  was  found  partially  imbedded  in 
this  13'mph.  Above  the  point  of  adhesion  the  bowel  w^as  enormously 
distended  with  gas,  and  near  the  occlusion  was  a  considerable  amount 
of  fig  seeds  which,  with  senna  and  active  cathartics  had  been  given  in 
the  early  stage  of  her  sickness,  without  benefit,  by  her  allopathic 
physician,  and  which  probably  only  served  to  render  the  adhesions 
firmer.  Treatment  by  persistent  and  enormous  injections  of  water, 
similar  to.  that  related  by  Dr.  Belcher  in  the  last  volume  of  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  might  possibly 
have  proved  beneficial ;  but  the  fact  has  come  to  be  prett}^  well  under- 
stood, that  increasing  the  irritation  by  cathartics  only  serves  to  in- 
crease the  firmness  and  rigidity  of  a  spasmodic  stricture. 

Dr.  Pierce  read  some  notes  giving  additional  particulars  of  the  case 
of  ovarian  dropsy  which  he  reported  Sept.  13.  The  patient  is  fifty 
3'ears  old.  Three  years  ago,  while  holding  a  child,  a  flash  of  light- 
ning passed  between  her  body  and  that  of  the  child.  She  did  not 
suffer  from  the  symptoms  of  mental  or  nervous  paralysis  usually 
exhibited  in  such  cases,  but  experienced  a  burning  sensation  extend- 
ing from  the  right  breast  to  the  left  ovarian  region,  and  the  abdomen 
was  found  to  be  blistered  along  the  track  and  remained  so  for  a  long 
time  afterward.  From  this  time  she  suffered  much  pain  at  her  men- 
strual periods,  and  soon  after  began  to  have  a  great  deal  of  pain  and 
commotion  in  the  bowels  whenever  there  was  a  thunder  storm.  At 
times  she  would  have  general  spasms,  and  the  abdomen  began  to 
enlarge.  She  continued  in  this  condition  until  the  first  of  Sept., 
1868,  when  the  abdomen  had  become  enormously  distended  and  her 
sufferings  unendurable.  She  then  consented  to  the  operation  of  para- 
centesis, and  Dr.  Pierce  removed  at  once  b}^  that  means,  sixty 
pounds  of  dark,  reddish-colored  fluid.  She  was  much  prostrated  after 
the  operation,  and  for  many  days  her  recovery  seemed  very  doubtful. 
She  rallied,  however,  and  in  six  weeks  it  became  necessary  to  again 
resort  to  tapping.  In  all,  he  has  tapped  her  fifteen  times  and 
removed  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  fluid.  At  the  last  operation, 
performed  j^esterday,  the  fluid  withdrawn  emitted  an  extremely 
offensive  odor,  but  to-day  the  patient  is  quite  comfortable. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  reported  that  they  had 
made  arrangements  for  the  presentation  of  Papers,  as  follows  :  ^ 

October  25th.  Dr.  George  Russell,  "  The  Physical  Indications 
of  Longevity  " 

November  8th.  Dr.  H.  C.  Angell,  ''  Affections  of  the  Lachrymal 
Apparatus" 

November  22d.  Dr.  C.  H.  Walker,  "  Trillium^  Botanically  con- 
sidered." 

December  13th.     Dr.  J.  H.  Woodbury,  "  Catarrh.'* 
December  27th.     Dr.  B.  DeGersdorff,  "  Coxartlirocace." 
January  loth.     Annual   Meeting,    Report   of  the   Secretary   and 
Treasurer.     Refreshments  at  9  o'clock. 


BUREAU   OF   CLINICAL  MEDICINE.  425 

Members  are  requested  to  furnish  additional  Papers  at  either  of  the 
above  meetings,  or  inform  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  of  any 
Paper  which  they  will  be  prepared  to  read,  at  any  later  meeting  of 
the  Academy. 

THE   CONNECTICUT   HOMCEOPATHIC   MEDICAL    SOCIETY 

Will  hold  its  semi-annual  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  16,  at  10  a.m., 
in  Tyler's  Hall,  330  Chapel  street,  New  Haven.  Besides  the  reports 
of  committees  and  delegates,  a  paper  on  the  physiological  and  patho- 
genetic properties  of  Nux  vomica  will  be  read  by  W.  W.  Rodman, 
M.D.  Other  papers,  are  expected.  Memberis  of  the  Society  and 
delegates  from  abroad  are  cordially  invited  to  attend.  The  meeting 
will  undoubtedly  be  one  of  unusual  interest. 

MARGARETTVILLE  RETREAT  FOR  THE  INSANE. 

A  strenuous  effort  is  being  made  to  raise  the  sura  of  $50,000  to  put 
this  institution  into  a  successful  working  condition.  This  is  to  be 
done  by  a  joint  stock  company  ;  and  physicians  are  requested  to  sub- 
scribe, and  thus  become  part  owners  of  the  establishment.  It  is 
hoped  by  some  who  are  interested  in  the  project  that,  besides  payinor 
the  expenses,  a  liberal  interest  will  accrue  to  the  stockholders.  At 
any  rate,  a  successful  institution  of  this  kind  would  be  of  advantage 
to  our  cause.  Dr.  Hilon  Doty,  of  Margarettville,  N.  Y.,  is  the 
financial  agent.  Dr.  Horace  M,  Paine,  of  Albany,  can  give  any  in- 
formation desired  regarding  the  institution. 


BUREAU  OF    CLINICAL    MEDICINE    OF    THE    AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE  OF  HOMOEOPATHY. 

CIRCULAR. 

The  Bureau  of  Clinical  Medicine  earnestly  solicits  the  aid  and  co- 
operation of  the  members  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy 
in  carrjdng  out  the  objects  of  its  appointment. 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  this  Bureau  especially  to  collect  and  arrange 
facts  and  observations  relating  to  any  epidemic  or  endemic  diseases 
that  may  exist  in  the  country,  and  to  make  a  report  of  its  transactions 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Institute.  Any  authentic  observations  or  ex- 
perience in  relation  to  such  diseases  occurring  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States,  tending  to  elucidate  their  origin,  history,  symptoms  or 
proper  treatment,  will  be  thankfully  received  and  incorporated  in  the 
annual  report,  proper  acknowledgment  being  always  made  for  the  in- 
formation used. 

Its  field  of  investigation  is  not,  however,  restricted  to  the  diseases 
named.  All  questions  bearing  upon  practical  medicine  generally,  in 
the  various  departments  of  etiology,  pathology,  diagnosis,  therapeu- 
tics, etc.,  come  properly  within  the  province  of  the  Bureau ;  and  the 
communication  of  any  facts  calculated  to  illustrate  obscure  or  unset- 
tled points  of  theory  or  practice  will   add  value  and  interest  to  its 
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reports,  and  aid  in  the  improvement  and  diffusion  of  true  medical 
science. 

Reports  of  cases,  especially  such  as  are  instructive,  or  illustrative 
of  some  practical  principle,  will  be  acceptable.  At  the  same  time 
more  extended  statements  and  elaborate  discussions  of  subjects  con- 
nected with  the  advancement  of  our  art,  in  any  of  its  branches,  are 
particularly  invited. 

In  all  cases  due  credit  will  be  given  in  the  Reports  of  the  Bureau, 
for  facts  and  suggestions  referred  to  or  adopted,  and  papers  of  special 
interest  will  be  presented  to  the  Institute  at  length. 

Communications  intended  for  the  Bureau  should  be  sent  to  either 
of  its  members,  at  least  a  month  before  the  time  of  the  annual  meet- 
ing. 

H.  D.  Paine,  New  York.  J.  C.  Burgher,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

S.  M.  Gate,  Salem,  Mass.  N.  F.  Cooke,  Chicago. 

D.  H.  Beckwith,  Cleveland.        L.  M.  Kenyon,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Samuel  Gregg,  Boston.  W.  H.  Holcombe,  New  Orleans. 

P.  P.  Wells,  Brooklyn. 


THE  GRAM  MONUMENT  FUND. 

Information  received  from  different  parts  of  the  country  indicate 
a  general  interest  in  the  subject  of  the  proposed  Memorial  to  the  late 
Dr.  Gram  and  an  earnest  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  profession  to 
erect  a  monument  that  shall  be  worthy  of  its  object,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  an  unmistakable  witness  to  the  progress  and  present  standing  of 
the  system  which  he  introduced  into  this  country. 

It  is  too  early  to  look  for  large  returns  of  subscription  lists  ;  many 
physicians,  who  have  been  most  successful  in  filling  them  up,  still 
retain  them  for  further  additions.  But  the  responses  that  have 
already  reached  the  Treasurer  are  an  earnest  of  the  ultimate  success 
of  the  enterprise. 

The  treasurer  desires  to  acknowledge,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Gazette^  the  subscriptions  actually  received  b}'  him,  from  New  Eng- 
land, to  the  present  time.  Contributions  from  other  parts  of  the 
Union  will  be  reported  in  the  different  homoeopathic  journals  accord- 
ing to  locality.  In  New  York  and  Brookl3'n  the  work  is  proceeding 
with  vigor,  although  but  few  returns  have  as  yet  been  received.  The 
same  is  doubtless  the  case  in  other  cities.  The  total  reeeipts  are  two 
hundred  and  fifty- seven  dollars. 

Dr.  George  Russell,  14  Lynde  street,  Boston. 

Mr.  S.  G.  Cheever,  7  Tremont  street,  " 

Mr.  T.  B.  Aldrich,  84  Pinckney  street,  " 

Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot,  31  Mt.  Vernon  street,  " 

Mrs.  I.  T.  Talbot  "  "  " 

Miss  Marion  Talbot,       "  "  « 

Miss  Edith  Talbot,  "  "  " 

Master  Winthrop  T.  Talbot,  31  Mt.  Vernon  street,  '* 

Mr.  Ira  Bradley,  20  Washington  street,  ^  " 

Mr.  J.  S.  Clark,  124  Tremont  street,  " 
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Boxford,  Mass. 
Duxbury,       " 

Haverhill,     . " 

Holliston,       " 

LoDgwood,       *' 

New  Bedford,       " 
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Mrs.  S.  Piper,  5  West  Chester  Park,  Boston. 

Mr.  William  T.  Piper,  5  West  Chester  Park,  " 

Mrs.  William  Taggard, 

Miss  Caroline  A.  Taggard, 

Dr.  A.  F.  Squier,  664  Washington  street, 

Mr.  S.  A.  Bancroft,  37  Lynde  street, 

Mr.  Jacob  P.  Palmer,  162  Washington  street, 

Mrs.  Susan  T.  Hillard,  62  Pinckney  street,    * 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Farwell,  16  Beacon  street. 

Rev.  C.  A.  Bartol,  17  Chestnut  street, 

Mr.  Chester  Guild,  2  Deane  street. 

Dr.  Cushing  Webber,  228  Washington  street, 

Mr.  Julius  A.  Palmer, 

Mr.  G.  W.  Wright, 

Miss  Fanny  A.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Edwin  W.  Colburn, 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Patterson, 

Dr.  G.  Felix  Matthes, 

Mrs.  Sarah  R.  Morgan, 

Mrs.  Lydia  R.  Swan, 

Mr.  Lawrence  Grinnell, 

Mr.  William  Hathaway,  jr. 

Mr.  S.  Griffiths  Morgan, 

Mr.  William  Rotch, 

Mr.  Benjamin  Rodman, 

Dr.  E.  G.  Morrill, 

Mr.  Josiah  Talbot, 

Dr.  William  Pearson, 

Rev.  George  E.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Hiram  Smith,  jr. 

Mr.  Broughton  Alvord, 

Mr.  Austin  D.  Wolcott, 

Mr.  Maurice  D.  Thieme, 

Mr.  Stephen  C.  Weld, 

Mr.  John  A.  Smith, 

Mr.  Ira  B.  Wright, 

Mrs.  Charles  Bardwell, 

Mr.  John  H.  Preston, 

Mr.  John  Gaylord, 

Mr.  S.  G.  Gaylord, 

Mr.  Edwin  C.  Hanks, 

Mr.  Harvey  Carey, 

Mr.  George  G.  White, 

Mr.  W.  F.  Sanderson, 

Mr.  George  E.  Lamb, 

Mr.  Theodore  M.  Ellis, 

Dr.  S.  C.  Morrill, 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Greene, 

Dr.  Nathaniel  G.  Staunton, 

229  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York, 
October  20,  1869.  Henry  D.  Paine,  Treasurer, 
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HoMCEOPATHT  IN  SWITZERLAND.  —  A  large  homoeopathic  hospital  is 
about  to  be  established  at  Lucerne. 

Professor  Boehm,  of  Berlin,  died  recently  from  the  effects  of  a 
dissecting  wound. 

The  Homceopathic  Sun.  —  We  have  just  received  a  notice  that  this 
journal,  which  was  devoted  to  popularizing  homoeopathy,  has  been  dis- 
continued, Wm.  Radde,  the  proprietor,  having  relinquished  business. 

The  Metric  System  has  been  adopted  in  the  Austrian  Pharmaco- 
poeia. We  hope  America  will  not  long  remain  behind  Austria  in  intel- 
ligence and  civilization. 

A  BRONZE  Statue  of  Trouseau  has  been  erected  at  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
and  one  in  marble  in  the  Hall  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  in  Paris. 

Carbolic  Acid  in  Phthisis.  —  The  spray  of  a  weak  solution  of 
carbolic  acid  is  recommended  in  the  first  stage  of  phthisis. 

The  St.  Louis  College  of  Homoeopathic  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons commenced  its  first  course  of  lectures  October  10,  1869. 

Laryngoscopy.  —  Professor  Yon  Bruns,  of  Tiibingen,  has  received 
the  prize  of  20,000  livres,  offered  by  Dr.  Riberi,  of  Turin,  for  the 
best  work  on  laryngoscopy. 

Heavy  Fees.  —  Dr.  Magne,  of  Ital}',  receives  100,000  francs  and 
traveling  expenses,  for  removing  a  cataract  in  Lima,  Peru.  A  mag- 
istrate in  France  paid  Nelaton  three  thousand  francs  for  a  single 
visit. 

The  St.  Louis  Medical  Repertory  (an  allopathic  journal)  has 
been  discontinued  because  of  the  loss  attending  its  publication. . 

Homoeopathic  Instruction  in  France.  —  Dr.  Leon  Simon's  lec- 
tures on  homoeopathy,  at  the  Sorbonne,  are  well  attended.  The  hall 
is  always  crowded  by  an  appreciative  audience,  and  frequent  applause 
rewards  the  lecturer.  Dr.  Arreat  delivers  also  a  course  of  public 
lectures  on  homoeopathy  at  the  City  Hall,  Toulouse. 

*' Fiat  Justitia  Ruat  C(elum,"  is  the  sounding  title  of  a  fierce 
attack  upon  the  old  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  by  one  of  its 
members.  As  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  very  justly 
remarks,  "  When  Greek  meets  Greek,"  etc.  Homoeopaths  are  re- 
quested not  to  interfere  in  this  little  family  quarrel. 

Lord  Derby,  who  successfully  carried  through  Parliament  the  bill 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  1833,  has  just  died  in  England  at  the 
age  of  eighty.  Had  he  firmly  stood  by  his  early  principles  during 
the  late  war  of  the  rebellion,  his  name  would  have  been  warmly  cher- 
ished, and  his  death  deeply  mourned  in  America. 
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Small-Pox  is  again  making  its  appearance  in  the  southern  districts 
of  London.  Since  the  crusade  against  vaccination,  children  are  not 
brought  to  the  district  vaccinators,  in  anything  like  former  numbers, 
nor  are  the  applications  for  lymph  from  private  practitioners  half  so 
numerous  as  heretofore. 

Heroic  Medication.  —  We  have  been  somewhat  amused  with  the 
report  of  a  case  of  disease  and  the  treatment,  as  published  in  one  of 
our  Atlantic  exchanges.  The  patient  was  a  lady,  and  had  bronchitis, 
intermittent  fever,  chronic  hepatitis,  chronic  splenitis  with  great 
enlargement,  ascites,  anasarca,  articular  rheumatism  of  the  knee, 
amenorrhea  and  chlorosis.  She  had  been  sick  two  or  threfe  years.  In 
the  course  of  the  treatment  she  used  the  following  remedies  :  sulph. 
quinia  ;  aromatic  sulph.  acid  ;  ext.  veratrum  vir. ;  ext.  digitalis  ;  ext. 
ciiiiicifuga  ;  ext.  senega  ;  ext.  prunus  virg. ;  tinct.  aloes  ;  elaterium  ; 
calomel ;  capsicum  ;  powd.  chimaphila ;  powd.  uva  ursi ;  powd.  cala- 
mus ;  powd.  cimicifuga  ;  sulph.  iron  ;  podophyllin  ;  nitro-hydrochloric 
acid ;  citrate  of  iron,  quinia  and  strychnia ;  Vallet's  pills  of  iron ; 
Quevenne's  iron  ;  valerianate,  lactate  and  granulated  sulphate  of  iron  ; 
iodide  and  bromide  of  iron  ;  sulphate  and  carbonate  of  magnesia ; 
gentian  ;  aloes  ;  mineral  acids  ;  besides  bathing  the  right  side  with 
nitro-hydrochloric  acid,  and  painting  the  right  side  daily  for  three 
months  with  tinct.  of  iodine.  Strange  to  say,  the  woman  improved 
from  the  beginning  of  the  treatment,  and  recovered  entirel}^  We 
hope  the  enterprising  doctor  is  a  young  man,  so  that  he  shall  have 
ample  time  to  make  his  mark  in  the  world.  —  Facific  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal. 

REVIEWS  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 

Practical  Chemistry  for  Medical  Students.  By  William  Odling. 
From  the  fourth  London  edition.  Philadelphia :  Henry  C.  Lea.  pp. 
261,  12mo;  70  wood-cuts. 

This  is  a  practical  work  for  one  who  has  already  studied  theoretical 
chemistry.  It  differs  from  some  larger  works  in  selecting  its 
exercises  with  special  reference  to  the  exigencies  of  medical  practice. 
The  chemistry  is  rather  advanced,  as  older  chemists  would  view 
it,  but  hardly  up  to  the  mark  of  an  enthusiastic  young  man.  There 
is  more  on  manipulation  than  is  found  in  our  college  chemistries, 
and  as  much  qualitative  analysis  as  the  medical  student  has  time 
for.  In  fact  the  book  may  be  called  a  condensed  work  on  Qualitative 
Analysis  and  Toxicological  Chemistry,  with  an  appendix  on  Animal 
Chemistry  from  a  medical  point  of  view.  Practitioners  who 
have  not  recently  left  college  will  be  apt  to  find  much  in  it  that 
is  new  to  them.  James  Campbell,  Tremont  street,  has  this  volume 
on  sale. 

Handy-Book  of  Ophthalmic  Surgery.  — By  John  Z.  Laurence,  F.  R. 
C.   S.     Second   American   Edition,  revised  and  enlarged.     Phila- 
delphia :  Henry  C.  Lea.     pp.  227,  8vo. 
The  enterprising   publisher  of  Solberg  Wells   has   here  given  us 
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another  first-class  work  in  style  and  character,  but  of  less  than  one- 
third  the  size  of  the  former.  It  is  a  quite  natural  desire  to  possess 
the  whole  that  can  be  said  on  a  given  subject ;  those  who  cannot  be 
content  without  a  treatise  as  nearly  exhaustive  as  possible,  must  go 
to  the  larger  work ;  but  one  w^ho  wishes  onl}''  to  be  able  to  lay  his 
hand  on  those  things  which  he  needs  to  know,  may  find  the  smaller 
work  even  more  useful  than  the  larger.  The  Jewish  hyperbole  of  a 
beam,  or  rather  a  stick  of  timber,  in  the  eye,  finds  its  nearest  credible 
parallel  in  the  broken  iron  hat-peg,  represented  of  full  size  on  page 
91,  *'  three  and  three-tenths  inches  in  length  and  weighing  twenty-five 
scruples."  This  mass  of  iron,  so  the  book  says,  lay  unsuspected  in 
the  eye  of  a  drunken  old  sinner  of  seventy-three,  from  ten  to  twenty 
days,  and  after  he  had  been  under  the  surgeon's  care  for  a  week  it 
was  at  last  discovered  and  dragged  out,  leaving  the  eye  good  and 
sound ! 

In  the  article  on  Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Eye,  some  very  useful  direc- 
tions are  given  for  their  removal.  To  evert  the  upper  lid,  he  recom- 
mends the  following  simple  method  :  "Its  free  border  should  be  held 
by  the  left  thumb  and  forefinger,  and  be  drawn  downwards  and  for- 
wards ;  the  right  thumb-nail,  or  a  probe,  is  then  applied  over  the 
attached  border  of  the  tarsal  cartilage,  and  serves  as  a  fulcrum  on 
which  the  eyelid  may  be  everted  by  the  left  hand.  The  loose  conjunc- 
tiva of  the  upper  palpebral  sinus  may  be  still  more  completely  exposed 
by  forcing  it  downwards  with  the  probe.  A  spill  of  blotting-paper 
is  very  useful  for  removing  particles  which  are  loose  on  the  eye." 
Although,  to  the  experienced  and  skilful,  this  is  a  very  simple  opera- 
tion, yet  even  a  physician  who  attempts  it  for  the  first  time  will  find  it 
no  easy  task.  Perhaps  the  most  simple  directions  to  persons  sufl*er- 
ing  from  m^tes  in  iheir  own  eye,  is  to  draw  the  upper  lid  over  the 
lower,  and  by  pressing  it  firmly  for  a  moment,  the  irritation  of  the 
cilia  will  cause  a  sudden  flow  of  tears,  which,  on  being  allowed  to 
gush  forth,  will  frequently  wash  away  the  foreign  substance.  The 
old-fashioned  eye-stone,  soaked  in  vinegar  and  placed  under  the  eyelid, 
was  a  barbarity  of  the  old-school  practice,  against  which  we  need  not 
caution  our  readers.  A  flax  seed,  introduced  in  the  same  manner, 
answers  a  much  better  purpose,  although  this  is  never  necessary  to 
an  operator  with  sufficient  tact.  We  have  often  removed  motes  from 
our  own  eye  by  simply  raising  the  upper  lid  and  inserting  a  loop  of 
horsehair ;  then,  by  letting  the  lid  fall  and  withdrawing  the  loop,  the 
mote  comes  out  with  it.  We  once  adopted  this  method  also  in  detach- 
ing a  cinder  imbedded  in  the  cornea  of  a  patient,  when  we  found  it 
a  difficult  matter  to  fix  the  e3'e  sufficiently  to  remove  it  with  the  for- 
ceps or  cataract  needle.  The  loop,  in  passing  over  the  smooth  sur- 
face, caught  a  projecting  point  of  the  cinder  and  dislodged  it. 

The  book  contains  a  valuable  selection  from  the  test-types  of  Snel- 
len.    Williams  &  Co.  have  it  on  sale. 
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Wm.  H.  Holcombe,  M.D.,  has  in  press  a  novel,  the  plot  of  which  is  laid  in 
the  time  of  our  Saviour.  It  is  to  be  issued  by  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  on  the 
first  of  December. 

John  Ellis,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  intends  to  spend  the  winter  in  Jackson- 
ville. Fla.,  reaching  there  about  the  first  of  November.  We  are  sure  our 
physicians  who  have  patients  going  to  Florida  for  the  winter  will  be  glad  to 
know  of  this  fact. 

J.  P.  Dake,  M.D.  —  We  regret  to  learn  from  this  gentleman  that  he  will  be 
obliged  to  give  up  his  proposed  history  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeo- 
pathy. This  is  from  a  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  some ;  and  the  modesty 
of  others  who  fear  to  have  their  biography  appear  before  their  obituary.  We 
regret  this  the  more  since  Dr.  Dake  is  so  well  fitted  to  prepare  such  a  work. 
But  since,  with  renewed  health,  he  has  buckled  on  the  professional  harness 
we  shall  hope  that  he  will  give  no  small  amount  of  strength  in  aid  of  our 
cause. 

H.  M.  Paine,  M.D.,  has  furnished  us  with  a  large  number  of  documents  re- 
lating to  homoeopathy  in  New  York.  Among  these  is  a  list  of  six  hundred  and 
thirty-two  homoeopathic  physicians  in  that  State,  arranged  by  counties.  If 
the  secretaries  of  all  our  societies  would  work  as  assiduously  and  efficiently  as 
Dr.  Paine  our  organization  throughout  the  country  would  be  much  more  com- 
plete then  it  now  is,  and  our  cause  make  greater  progress. 

William  Radde,  Esq.,  for  nearly  thirty-five  years  an  extensive  publisher  of 
homoeopathic  literature,  has  sold  his  establishment  to  Messrs.  Boericke  & 
Tafel,  the  enterprising  and  well-known  publishers  and  pharmacists  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  open  a  branch  establishment  at  145  Grand  street,  New  York. 

Frank  A.  Rockwith,  M.D.,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  is  preparing  a  work  on  the 
Psycho-pathogenesis  of  Drugs  in  the  Treatment  of  Insanity.  This  is  an 
almost  untrodden  field  in  our  literature.  We  shall  hope  much  f r  m  Dr. 
Rockwith's  careful  observation  and  experience. 

A.  H.  Hull,  M.D.,  of  Chicago,  is  preparing  a  treatise  on  the  Non- Surgical 
Diseases  of  the  Ear.  He  earnestly  requests  that  clinical  cases,  therapeutic 
observations,  and  characteristic  indications  of  our  remedies  be  sent  to  him  as 
early  as  the  middle  of  February  next. 

E.  M.  Hale,  M.D,  of  Chicago,  has  received  the  appointment  of  Professor 
of  Medical  Botany  and  Pharmacology  in  the  Hahnemann  College  of  that  city. 
His  energy  and  attainments  in  this  department  will  prove  a  great  acquisition 
to  this  prosperous  college. 

F.  H.  Krebs,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  has  gone  to  Europe,  intending  to  be  absent 
about  two  years.  He  leaves  his  practice,  meanwhile,  in  the  care  of  Dr.  Con- 
rad Wesselhoeft. 

Removals. —  Prof.  Henry  N.  Martin,  M.D.,  from  630  to  635,  Spruce 
street,  Philadelphia. 

J.  H.  Osborne,  M:D.,  from  Newton,  Mass.,  to  Bridgeport,  Ct. 

Theodore  S.  Keith,  M.D.,  to  Newton,  where  he  succeeds  Dr.  F.  N.  Palmer. 

Marriages.  —  At  Cambridge,  Oct.  11,  by  Rev.  Bishop  Huntington,  of  Cen- 
tral New  York,  assisted  by  Rev.  Dr.  Hoppin,  Edwin  M.  Kellog,  M.D.,  of 
New  York,  to  Miss  Fannie  C.  Bowen,  of  Haverhill,  Mass. 

At  Hightstown,  N.  J.,  Sept.  18,  by  Rev.  G.  H.  Vibbert,  of  Rockport,  Mass., 
Wallace  McGeorge,  M.D.,  of  Hightstown,  to  Miss  Anna  F.,  youngest, 
daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Isaac  Pullen. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  E.  P.,Me.  —  The  transactions  of  the  Institute  are  being  prepared  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  Great  care  and  no  little  time,  however,  are  required  to 
complete  them. 

C.  H.  H.,  Pa.  — Your  communication,  as  you  may  see,  was  duly  received, 
and  was  very  welcome.    We  hope  to  hear  from  you  often. 

F.  A.  R.,  N.  J.  —  Let  us  have  your  paper  on  Modem  Psydriatry,  by  all 
means. 

C.  S.  Y.,  O.  —  We  would  gladly  help  you  to  find  your  missing  article,  if  it 
were  in  our  power. 

C.  E.  S.,  Ct.  —  We  are  glad  that  the  memories  of  the  Boston  meeting  are 
still  so  pleasant.     Send  us  some  communications  for  the  Gazette. 

E.  U.  J.,  Mass.  —  Your  cheering  words  and  kind  promise  of  aid  do  much  to 
lighten  our  editorial  cares  and  labors. 
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The  following  Exchanges  for  October ; 

The  Hahnemannian  Monthly;  Philadelphia.  The  American  Journal  ol 
Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica ;  Philadelphia.  The  Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter;  Cleveland,  Ohio.  American  Homoeopathic  Observer;  Detroit. 
The  Medical  Investigator;  Chicago.  United  States  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal;  Chicago.  The  Western  Homoeopathic  Observer;  St.  Louis.  The 
Occidental;  St.  Louis.  The  Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review;  Loudon.  All- 
gemeine  Homoopathische  Zeitung;  Leipzic.  Monatsblatt,  Allgemeinen 
Homoopathischen  Zeitung.  El  Criterio  Medico ;  Madrid.  Bibliotheque 
Homoeopathique ;  Paris.  Rivista  Omiopatica;  Rome.  The  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal ;  Boston.  Good  Health ;  Boston.  The  Journal  of  the 
Gynsecological  Society  of  Boston;  Boston.  Guardian  of  Health;  Boston. 
The  Medical  Record ;  New  York.  The  Medical  Gazette ;  New  York.  The 
Physician  and  Pharmaceutist;  Philadelphia.  American  Eclectic  Medical  Re- 
view; New  York.  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  The  Philadelphia 
University  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery;  Philadelphia.  Nashville  Jour- 
nal of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal ;  San 
Francisco.  Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry.  The  Canada  Journal  of  Dental 
Science ;  Hamilton.  The  Missouri  Dental  Journal ;  Saint  Louis,  Every  Sat- 
urday ;  Boston.  Littell's  Living  Age ;  Boston.  The  Atlantic  Monthly ;  Boston. 
Our  Young  Folks;  Boston.  Our  Dumb  Annimals;  Boston.  Monthly  Record 
of  the  Five  Points  House  of  Industry  ;  New  York.  The  Phrenological  Jour- 
nal; New  York.  The  Nation;  New  York.  The  National  Sunday  School 
Teacher;  Chicago.    The  Witness;  New  York.     Cincinnati  Times. 

Also  the  following : 

The  Drift  of  Modern  Medicine,  by  Alfred  C.  Pope;  London,  H.Turner 
&  Co.  Homoeopathic  Price  Current,  by  C.  S.  Halsey;  Chicago,  111.,  and 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  The  use  of  Pepsine  in  the  Diarrhoea  of  Infants,  by  James  S. 
Hawley,  M.D. ;  Greenpoint,  L.  I.  The  ^tna,  Boston ;  Illustrated  Catalogue 
of  the  Publications  of  Lee  &  Shepard ;  Boston.  Oliver  Optic's  IMagazine ; 
Boston,  Lee  &  Shepard.  Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Boston  Provident 
Association.     Catalogue  des  Livres  de  Fonds  ;  Paris. 

Physician's  Visiting  List  for  1870;  Philadelphia,  Lindsay  &  Blakiston. 
Chemistry  for  Medical  Students,  by  William  Odliug,  M.  B.,  F.  R.  S. ;  Philadel- 
phia, Henry  C.  Lea.  A  Handy  Book  of  Ophthalmic  Surgery,  by  John  Z. 
Laurence,  F.  R.  C.  S,  M.  B.  assisted  by  Robert  C.  Moon;  Philadelphia, 
Henry  C.  Lea.  Stricture  of  the  Urethra,  by  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  F.  R.  C. 
S. ;  Philadelphia,  Henry  C.  Lea. 
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REPORT   ON   CLINICAL    MEDICINE. 

BY  J.  HEDENBEKG,  M.D.,  MEDFORD,  MASS. 

'  Abstract  of  a  Report  made  to  the  Mass.  Horn.  3fed.  Soc.,  Oct.,  1869. 

The  Committee  on  Clinical  Medicine  have  again  to  lament  the 
want  of  material  to  make  a  valuable  report,  as  only  five  communi- 
cations were  received. 

These  reports  show  that  measles  and  whooping-cough  have  pre. 
vailed  very  extensively,  but  give  little  that  is  new  in  treatment. 

Whooping- Cough. —  Dr.  Cushing,  of  Lynn,  says,  "  During  the  last 
six  months  we  have  had  an  unusual  number  of  cases  of  whooping- 
cough  in  adults.  Mephitis  ^  ^^'''  has  been  my  chief  remedy,  espe- 
cially if  the  cough  and  vomiting  were  worse  at  night.  If  the  cough 
and  the  inclination  to  cough'  come  suddenly,  Bromide  of  ammo- 
nium  is  the  remedy."  He  reports  that  it  was  very  sickly  during 
June,  July,  and  August;  and  says,  "Diarrhcea  constituted  the 
greater  part  of  my  cases ;  the  stools  were  green,  slimy  or  watery; 
or  mixed,  sometimes  bloody.  Many  of  the  patients  were  attacked 
with  vomiting,  prostration,  variable  appetite;  symptoms  con- 
stantly changing,  often  returning  when  seeming  nearly  gone. 
The  cases  occurring  in  young  children  were,  with  a  single  excep- 
tion, those  of  '  bottle  babies.'  Query,  does  sucking  rubber  nipples 
produce  diarrhoea  in  ^  bottle  babies '  ?  The  remedies  most  fre- 
quently used  were,  jEthusa,  Aloe,  Arsenicum,  Belladonna,  Calcarea 
carb.y  Chamomilla,  Magnesia  carb.,  Mercurius  sol.,  Mercurius  viv., 
and  Sulphur,  Less  frequently  used :  Antimonium  crud.,  Camphora, 
China,   ColocyntL,  Elaterium,  Ipecac,  Nux  vom.,  Pulsatilla,  Rheum, 
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and  VeratrunL  The  30th  and  200th  attenuations  controlled  the 
symptoms  more  readily  than  the  lower  ones.  For  my  guide,  I 
took  the  works  of  Raue,  H.  N.  Guernsey,  and  J.  B.  Bell.  Result 
for  three  months,  June,  July  and  August :  two  deaths,  one  aged 
four  weeks  and  one  four  months,  both  of  cholera  infantum,  and 
both  sick  from  birth." 

Dr.  T.  S.  Scales  of  Woburn  sends  the-  following  interesting 
report : — 

Ovarian  Disease.  —  An  unusual  number  of  cases  have  come 
under  my  care  during  the  past  year  and  a  half,  all  of  which  had 
been  of  from  two  to  four  years'  standing.  Some  of  them  had  been 
treated  allopathically ;  and  others,  unaware  of  the  nature  or  extent 
of  their  trouble,  had  hoped  to  get  better  without  a  physician. 
Most  of  them  occurred  on  the  left  side,  and  were  characterized  by 
soreness,  great  tenderness,  heat,  swelling,  and  pain,  extending 
upwards  and  backwards  to  the  spine  and  downwards  and  for- 
wards to  the  uterus.  There  was  a  slight  but  constant  rusty  dis- 
charge through  the  fallopian  tube  and  uterus. 

I  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  effect  of  homoeopathic 
remedies  in  these  cases.  Prominently  I  may  mention  Lachesis  and 
Cimici/uga.  Sometimes  Podophyllum  has  been  indicated  by  rumbling 
and  flatulence  in  the  bowels,  with  tendency  to  alternate  diarrhoea 
and  constipation,  and  prolapsus  uteri  or  ani,  or  both ;  and  some- 
times Phytolacca  when  there  has  been  irritation  and  swelling  -of  the 
inguinal  glands.  Satisfactory  changes  have  followed  the  adminis- 
tration of  these  remedies. 

I  have  made  no  local  application,  except  of  the  cold  wet  band- 
age. Some  of  the  patients  have  worn  the  cold  application  constantly, 
and  others  for  only  a  part  of  each  day.  And  here  permit  me  to 
remark,  that  I  do  not  consider  the  cold  wet  bandage  beneficial  when 
it  feels  disagreeable  to  the  patient.  1  always  instruct  my  patients 
to  remove  it  as  soon  as  it  feels  unpleasant. 

One  case  of  ovarian  disease  interested  me  very  much.  A  lady 
of  forty-five  had  been  suffering  for  two  or  three  years  from  pain 
and  tenderness  in  the  region  of  the  left  ovary,  with  heat  which  at 
times  spread  through  her  whole  system.  She  '^  supposed  her  age 
was  the  cause  of  it,"  and  that  she  "  must  expect  such  things."     In 
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the  early  part  of  1868,  she  became  pregnant.  The  diseased  ovary 
caused  her  very  mnch  sufifering  during  her  pregnancy,  particularly 
on  motion  of  the  foetus.  The  swelling  of  the  ovary,  added  to  the 
enlarged  uterus,  made  it  difficult  for  her  to  sit,  and  uncomfortable 
to  lie ;  she  was  ol)liged  to  lie  chiefly  on  her  right  side  because  the 
pressure  of  the  gravid  uterus  upon  the  ovary  would  not  permit  her 
to  lie  on  her  left  side,  and  she  was  subject  to  nightmare  if  she  slept 
on  her  back.  She  was  delivered  in  due  time  of  an  eight-pound 
boy  (who  has  since  thriven  remarkably  well),  and  her  ovarian  dis- 
ease is  nearly  cured.  She  has  a  little  tenderness  still  in  the 
region  of  the  ovary,  but  very  little  swelling,  and  no  discharge. 
Her  medicines  have  been  Lachesis^,  Cimicifuga^,  Phytolacca^  ^^^  ^, 
and  Gelsem'muw?, 

Another  case.  An  unmarried  lady,  about  twenty-five,  has  had 
both  ovaries  diseased  for  five  or  six  years.  She  was  treated  allo- 
pathically  for  about  two  years,  and  constantly  grew  worse,  and  has 
now  been  under  my  care  for  nearly  two  years.  During  the  whole 
time  she  has  suffered  very  much  from  shifting  articular  rheumatism 
in  her  hands  and  feet,  at  times  accompanied  by  high  fever.  Also, 
she  has  had  very  severe  dysmenorrhcea  and  profuse  menorrhagia, 
occurring  'every  three  weeks  and  lasting  about  a  week  each  time. 
During  the  intervals  she  has  had  leucorrhoea,  either  yellowish  and 
rusty  or  greenish  and  corrosive,  and  often  very  offensive.  She  is 
very  much  improved  in  every  respect.  She  frequently  walks  two 
and  a  half  miles  in  an  afternoon,  and  attends  to  domestic  duties 
regularly.  Cimicifuga  ^  ^^^  ^,  Lachesis  ^  ^^^ '',  and  Phytolacca  ^  ^"'^  ^ 
have  been  her  principal  remedies,  usually  given  one  only  at  a  time. 
She  was  also  subject  to  sick  headache  which  has  been  very  much 
benefited  by  Sepia.  ^. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  has  been  another  very  prevalent 
complaint  in  my  circuit.  It  has  been  of  different  degrees  of  inten- 
sity. In  many  cases  it  has  occurred  as  an  idiopathic  disease,  while 
in  others  it  has  been  complicated  with  other  diseases,  or  has  fol- 
lowed them.  It  has  usually  affected  most  seriously  the  lower  half 
of  the  spine,  extending  at  intervals  to  the  head  j  though,  in  some 
cases,  it  has  been  more  severe  in  the  upper  half,  and  in  a  few  cases 
spent  nearly  its  whole  force  on  the  brain.     In  a  few  cases  it  has 
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simulated  typhoid  fever.  It  has  been  troublesome  when  occurring 
as  a  complication  of  pregnancy  or  parturition.  It  usually  produced 
constipation,  but  occasionally  diarrhoea.  In  a  few  cases  it  has  be- 
come chronic  and  for  a  long  time  baJBfled  my  best  efforts ;  produc- 
ing gastralgia;  indigestion,  dysuria,  prolapsus  ani  and  uteri,  and  in 
one  or  two  cases,  palpitation  and  dyspnoea. 

So  common  has  it  been  during  the  summer  that,  in  every  case  of 
sickness  to  which  I  am  called,  I  expect  it  and  prepare  for  it 
if  it  is  not  already  developed.  The  patient  is  usually  compara- 
tively comfortable  in  a  recumbent  position  with  a  wet  towel  on 
the  back,  provided  there  is  little  or  no  exercise  of  the  brain. 

Of  course,  in  such  a  variety  of  cases,  many  remedies  have  been 
used.  Of  these  I  may  mention  Baptisia,  Gelseminum,  Cimici/uga 
and  Veratrum  viride.  In  one  case  which  was  complicated  with 
sciatica,  and  another  which  was  accompanied  by  copious  fluid 
alvine  discharges  with  borborygmus  and  irritable  temper, 
Gnaphalium  relieved  everything  but  the  prolapsus  ani,  which 
continued  for  several  weeks,  but  which  finally  recovered  after  the 
administration  of  Podophyllum^^^. 

The  epidemics  and  endemics  which  usually  occur  from  June  to 
October  have  none  of  them  appeared  the  present  year.  Teething 
children,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  have  enjoyed  remarkable 
immunity  from  sickness. 

Dr.  D.  B.  Whittier,  of  Fitchburg,  also  sends  an  interesting 
report ; — 

Typhoid  Fever.  —  We  have  had  typhoid  fever  at  least  two 
months  earlier  than  usual.  The  cases  that  have  come  under  my 
care  are  either  of  a  mild  character  intrinsically,  or  else  have  been 
made  so  by  treatment.  In  some  cases  the  type  is  decidedly  nervosa- 
stupida,  while  in  others  there  is  quite  a  regular  alternation  of  the 
stupida  and  versatilis  —  the  former  occurring  during  the  day,  the 
latter  at  night.  After  the  common  premonitory  symptoms,  the  man- 
ifestations are  somewhat  as  follows :  —  Irregular  paroxysms  of 
chilliness  with  burning  heat ;  followed  by  sweat,  more  or  less  pro- 
fuse ;  succeeded  by  dry,  burning  heat ;  towards  the  last  of  the  first 
week,  decided  morning  remissions,  and  evening  exacerbation,  —  in 
some  cases  however,  the  remission  occurred  after  noon ;  looseness 
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of  bowelS;  with  little  or  no  pain ;  general  abdominal  sensitiveness 
to  pressure ;  stools  light-yellow.  In  some  cases  the  sudaraina  and 
petechise  have  been  numerous,  in  others,  absent ;  thirst  during  the 
febrile  excitement  only;  mild  delirium  in  the  earlier  and  later 
stages.  A  marked  peculiarity  seems  to  have  been  the  retention  of 
the  appetite  and  taste ;  patients  complain  of  "  being  starved "  and 
wanting  to  eat;  food  tastes  as  well  as  ever,  but  proves  injurious. 
In  a  few  cases  only  have  critical  periods  occurred,  in  others  I  recog- 
nized only  the  natural  periodicity  designated  by  ^'odd  days";  du- 
ration, fourteen  and  twenty-one  days ;  convalescence,  rapid. 

I  have  found  no  one  remedy  that  exerts  a  decided  control  over 
the  fever.  Perspiration  affords  temporary  relief  only.  My  experi- 
ence this  season  leads  me  to  think  Aconite  preferable  to  Gelseminum 
or  Baptisia  during  the  first  week.  Podophyllum  and  Arsenicum 
control  best  the  early  diarrhoea,  and  Ars.  and  Mur,  acid.,  that  in 
the  latter  stage,  China  during  convalescence.  Diet,  milk  or  milk 
and  water  ad  libitum ;  during  convalescence,  meat  and  other  nour- 
ishing broth.  I  commence  to  nourish  from  the  indications  given 
by  Rapou.  I  have  used  milk  largely  in  fevers  for  five  years,  and 
am  growing  in  its  praise. 

Dr.  Addison  D.  Crabtre,  of  Boston,  reports  the  following  case :  — 

In   November,   I   was  called  to  see  Miss  ,  of  Fitchburg, 

Mass.,  aged  16.  She  was  of  scrofulous  diathesis,  with  light  hair 
and  blue  eyes.  I  found  her  suffering  from  enlargement  of  parotid, 
submaxillary,  and  thyroid  glands ;  in  fact,  the  entire  neck  formed 
one  immense  tumor,  threatening  her  life.  The  neck  measured 
twenty-one  and  one-half  inches,  and  the  enlargement  was  of  several 
months'  duration.  Breathing  very  laborious.  The  thickened  and 
hardened  lobes  of  the  thyroid  gland  pressed  upon  the  trachea  and 
produced  a  sense  of  suffocation  sufficient  to  almost  prevent  the 
possibility  of  rest  in  a  recumbent  position.  A  constant  dry  cough 
sounding  not  unlike  whooping-cough,  hoarseness,  and  rattling 
accompanied  the  disease.  She  swallowed  with  little  difficulty; 
cold  feet  and  hands ;  palpitatio  cordis ;  aggravation  in  warm  room 
and  during  the  evening.     Complete  suppression  of  menses. 

Treatment.  Began  with  Aconite^  and  Bellad} ;  ten  drops  in  a 
half-tumblerful  of   water.     This  subdued  the  fever  and  checked 

NO.  XII.— VOL.  IV.  39* 


438  REPORT   ON    CLINICAL   MEDICINE. 

the  dry  cough.  Next  followed  Bromine^  (I  may  truly  say  Bromine 
was  the  alpha  and  omega  of  the  cure),  also  a  packing  of  lukewarm 
water  about  the  neck ;  the  cloths  were  renewed  as  often  as  dry. 
When  the  Aconite  and  Bell,  were  discontinued,  Pulsatilla^ ,  four 
drops  to  a  glass  of  water,  was  given  in  alternation  with  the  Bro- 
mine, daily.  In  some  seven  days  the  isthmus  of  the  lobes  was  per- 
ceptible. Twelfth  day  had  the  photograph  (accompanying  this) 
taken.  About  this  time  the  menses  returned.  Continued  the  Bro- 
mine sixty  days.  Gave  Sulphur^  daily.  Silic.  and  Calc.  carb.  to  the 
end  of  the  third  month.  Gave  Stillingia  tincture  and  Calc.  carb.  on 
alternate  days  with  Bromine^.  In  five  months  the  tumor  had  entirely 
disappeared.     She  remains  perfectly  well. 

If  but  a  fair  proportion  of  the  members  of  our  society  would 
furnish  as  much  from  their  practice  as  the  gentlemen  did  from 
whose  letters  I  have  quoted,  a  valuable  report  might  be  made. 

In  looking  over  the  statistics  of  my  own  practice  I  find  that  cases 
of  pneumonia  occurred  in  every  month  to  September,  the  worst  case 
occurring  in  August ;  that  scarlatina  occurred  in  every  month  to 
August.  Some  cases  in  February  were  followed  by  diphtheria,  in 
which  the  treatment  by  Ars.,  internally,  and  brandy  gargles  was 
very  successful.  In  April  several  cases  of  erysipelas  of  the  face 
occurred',  they  yielded  readily  to  Rhus  tox.  or  Rhus  rad.,  both  of 
which  were  tried.  Whooping-cough  commenced  in  April;  the 
number  of  cases  is  almost  innumerable.  Mephitis  proved  most 
beneficial,  mitigating  the  paroxysms,  lessening  their  number,  and 
seeming  to  shorten  the  course  of  the  disease.  Allopathic  journals 
contain  much  strong  testimony  in  favor  of  an  infusion  of  the  red 
clover,  and  Dr.  Talbot  reports  strongly  in  favor  of  it,  having  used 
it  in  the  first  decimal  dilution.  There  has  been  hardly  a  case  of 
dysentery  in  Medford  this  summer  or  fall.  Fevers,  typhoid  and 
remittent,  are  just  appearing  among  us,  —  October  1. 

Arnica  Eczema.  —  Another  case  of  eczema  from  the  use  of  arnica 
has  occurred,  quite  as  severe  as  those  formerly  reported.  It  is 
remarkable  that  I  have  seen  more  of  these  cases  in  the  past  year 
than  in  the  sixteen  previous  years  of  practice. 

A  peculiarity  of  this  year  is  the  number  of  deaths  of  the  aged  ; 
of  13  who  died,  5  were  over  62,  the  ages  being  62,  68,.  72,  79,  95. 
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The  causes  of  death  were :  scarlatina,  2  j  pneumonia,  2 ;  heart 
disease,  1  (death  preceded  by  several  years  suffering  and  occurring 
ten  days  after  premature  delivery  of  twins) ;  metro-peritonitis,  1 ; 
typhoid  fever,  1,  (in  January) ;  phthisis,  1 ;  paralysis,  1 ;  paralysis  of 
lungs,  1 ;  acute  hydrocephalus,  1 ;  old  age,  1  (aged  95  years,  6 
months,  3  days).  Number  of  still  born  children,  4;  this  includes 
the  twins  before  mentioned. 

The  committee  believe  that  much  valuable  information  bearing 
upon  the  science  of  homoeopathy  might  be  culled  from  the  leading 
allopathic  journals  of  the  day.  The  claims  of  the  science  which  they 
oppose  might  be  in  part  established  from  their  own  writings,  and 
it  would  be  a  valuable  and  desirable  work.  How  many  clinical 
contributions  to  our  materia  medica  might  in  this  way  be  obtained 
which  would  be  quite  as  important  as  the  observation  of  new 
symptoms,  now  so  fashionable.  Let  us  derive  what  comfort  and 
profit  we  can  from  the  fact  that  the  call  of  Wood  and  other  leaders 
to  try  remedies  upon  the  healthy  is  being  to  some  extent  answered, 
and  that  we  read  now  of  physiological  provings  conducted  under 
the  direction  of  allopathic  professors  of  materia  medica. 
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BY  E.  C.  WITHERILL,  M.D.  OF  CINCINNATI. 

From  the  American  Homceopathist,  July,  1866. 

In  considering  the  subject  of  Vaccination,  I  pass  over,  as  not 
material  to  the  object  in  view,  the  various  theoretical  questions  that 
have  arisen  in  connection  with  it,  and  confine  myself  strictly  to 
the  practical  question :  How  far  vaccination  is  effectual  as  a 
preventive  against  small- pox,  together  with  such  suggestions  as 
naturally  arise  in  connection  with  it.  In  furtherance  of  our 
subject,  we  know  of  no  means  more  appropriate  than  an  inquiry 
into  what  results  have  already  been  obtained  by  the  presentation 
of  such  statistics  as  have  been  accessible  to  us. 

First,  in  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  small-pox  in  the  periods 
immediately  preceding  and  immediately  subsequent  to  the  intro- 
duction of  vaccination,  which  event  took  place  in  1798.  In  Eng- 
land, it   is  estimated  that   for  nearly  a  century  previous  to  the 
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introduction  of  vaccination,  30,000  persons  annually  died  from 
small-pox,  at  a  period  when  the  whole  population  was  less  than 
one-third  what  it  now  is ;  out  of  every  1,000  deaths  between  the 
years  1750  and  1800,  there  were  by  small-pox  96,  nearly  ten  per 
cent;  from  1800  to  1850  there  were  in  the  same  number  but  35,  a 
little  more  than  three  per  cent. 

In  Germany  out  of  every  1,000  deaths  between  1750  and  1800, 
there  were  66 J  of  small-pox,  about  six  and  two-thirds  per  cent; 
between  1800  and  1850,  in  the  same  number  of  deaths,  only  7i 
by  small-pox,  or  about  two-thirds  of  one  per  cent. 

In  Sweden  for  the  last  twenty-eight  years  before  the  introduc- 
tion of  vaccination,  out  of  every  million  of  inhabitants  there  were 
2,050  deaths  annually  from  small-pox;  for  forty  years  subsequent 
to  the  introduction  of  vaccination,  the  number  of  deaths  annually 
of  small-pox  per  million  of  inhabitants  was  158. 

In  Westphalia,  from  1776  to  1780,  the  annual  small-pox  death- 
rate  per  million  of  inhabitants  was  2,643.  From  1816  to  1850  it 
was  114. 

In  Copenhagen  from  1751  to  1800,  the  annual  rate  per  million 
was  3,128.  From  1800  to  1850  it  was  286.  In  Berlin  for  the 
same  period,  the  rates  were  respectively,  3,442  and  176. 

In  the  city  of  Amsterdam  from  1784  to  1795  there  were 
6,304  deaths  from  small-pox;  from  1794  to  1805  there  were  from 
the  same  cause  5,446  deaths;  from  1805  to  1815,  after  the  full 
introduction  of  vaccination,  but  2,553  died  from  sinall-pox;  while 
during  the  ten  years  from  1811  to  1821  but  1,408  deaths  were 
reported  from  that  disease. 

Lest,  however,  these  favorable  results,  coincident  with  the  intro- 
duction of  vaccination,  might  be  supposed  to  have  arisen  in  conse- 
quence of  the  greater  accidental  prevalence  of  epidemics  of  small- 
pox in  the  earlier  periods,  and  their  absence  during  the  later 
periods,  let  us  cite  another  class  of  figures  to  show  the  discrimi- 
nation made  by  the  disease  during  its  prevalence,  either  in  the  im- 
munity from  its  attacks  of  persons  previously  vaccinated,  or  in  the 
comparative  mildness  with  which  it  affected  them. 

During  an  epidemic  that  prevailed  in  Italy  in  1833,  and  one  in 
France  in  1825-6,  it  is  stated  that  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of 
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those  who  took  the  disease  had  not  been  vaccinated,  and  that  none 
died  of  those  who  had  been  vaccinated. 

Durino^  an  epidemic  that  prevailed  in  Copenhagen,  428  individ- 
uals who  had  been  vaccinated  took  the  disease,  of  whom  two  died. 
Among  the  unvaccinated  the  deaths  from  small-pox  amounted  to  20 
per  cent  of  those  attacked. 

During  an  epidemic  that  prevailed  in  1834,  7,000  persons  were 
attacked,  of  whom  nearly  twenty  per  cent  died.  The  persons,  of 
all  ages,  who  had  been  effectually  vaccinated,  very  generally  escaped 
the  infection. 

In  the  report  of  an  epidemic  that  prevailed  at  Marseilles  in 
1825.  it  is  stated  that  the  whole  population  consisted  of  40,000 
persons.  Of  these,  30,000  had  been  vaccinated,  2,000  had  had 
small-pox,  and  8,000  had  neither  been  vaccinated  nor  had  small- 
pox. Of  the  30,000  vaccinated,  2,000  were  seized  with  small-pox, 
and  20,  or  one  out  of  every  hundred,  died.  Of  the  2,000  who 
had  before  had  small-pox,  20  were  attacked,  and  of  these  4  died, 
or  one  out  of  every  five  who  took  the  disease.  Of  the  8,000  who 
had  not  been  vaccinated  or  had  small-pox,  4,000  contracted  it,  of 
whom  1,000  died,  or  one  out  of  every  four.  From  this  it  appeared 
that  one-half  of  those  unprotected  either  by  vaccination  or  by  pre- 
viously having  had  small-pox,  one-fifteenth  of  the  vaccinated,  and 
one  one  hundredth  of  the  variolated,  took  the  disease.  But  such 
was  the  difference  in  the  comparative  mortality  of  the  three 
classes,  that  while  the  variolated  portion  of  the  population  were 
cut  off  in  the  proportion  of  one  out  of  every  500,  the  vaccinated 
lost  in  the  proportion  only  of  one  out  of  every  1,500 ;  and  of  those 
who  had  neither  been  variolated  or  vaccinated,  one  out  of  every 
eight  died. 

In  the  years  1823-4,  small-pox  prevailed  epidemically  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia.  Of  the  248  cases  treated  in  the  small-pox 
hospital,  155  occurred  in  unprotected  individuals,  of  whom  85, 
or  upwards  of  54  per  cent,  died;  16  occurred  in  persons  who 
had  had  small-pox  either  naturally  or  by  inoculation,  of  whom 
six  died,  or  at  the  rate  of  about  36  per  centj  and  64  occurred 
in  the  vaccinated,  of  whom  one  died,  or  at  the  rate  of  about  IJ 
per  cent. 
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From  the  report  of  a  committee  on  small  pox  in  Philadelphia 
in  1827,  it  appears  "that  out  of  80,000  vaccinated  persons,  but 
ten  deaths  occurred;  while  among  a  population  of  60,000,  one- 
third  of  whom  had  had  small-pox  either  naturally  or  by  inocula- 
tion, there  were  100  deaths,  nine  of  which  were  ascertained  to 
have  been  from  a  second  attack  of  variola;  while,  of  the  ten  cases 
of  death  reported  to  be  from  small-pox  after  vaccination,  the  com- 
mittee "  trace  nine  to  causes  totally  unconnected  with  that  disease, 
or  find  them  to  have  occurred  in  persons  of  whose  perfect  vacci- 
nation there  was  no  positive  evidence ;  leaving  but  one  well  ascer- 
tained death  from  small-pox  after  vaccination  among  80,000  vacci- 
nated persons." 

From  these  and  other  facts,  the  quotation  of  which  might  be 
greatly  increased,  it  seems  undeniable  that  vaccination  exerts  a 
degree  of  protection  against  the  attacks  of  small-pox  second  only 
to  that  obtained  by  having  already  passed  through  the  disease,  if 
we  consider  only  the  number  of  persons  attacked ;  and  superior  to 
it  even,  if  we  regard  the  number  of  fatal  cases  occurring  respec- 
tively after  small-pox  and  vaccination. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  ascertain  by  statistics  upon  a  large 
scale  what  proportion  of  persons  who  have  once  been  successfully 
vaccinated,  may  at  some  future  time  be  in  a  greater  or  less  degree 
susceptible  to  the  contagion  of  variola.  Among  the  most  definite 
and  satisfactory  of  these,  although  comprising  a  smaller  number 
than  some  of  them,  is  that  of  the  epidemic  at  Marseilles  before 
alluded  to,  in  which  half  of  the  whole  number  who  were  unpro- 
tected, one  in  one  hundred  of  those  who  had  had  small-pox,  and 
one  in  fifteen  of  the  vaccinated,  were  affected. 

A  summary  of  the  essays  on  this  subject,  offered  to  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  Paris  in  1845,  and"  which  embrace  observations  for 
thirty  epidemics  of  small-pox  in  France,  shows  that  ^'  somewhat 
more  than  one-third  of  the  entire  number  of  persons  attacked  with 
small-pox  had  been  vaccinated. 

A  committee  appointed  by  the  American  Medical  Association 
(Allopathic)  in  1864,  report,  upon  data  chiefly  afforded  by  the 
London  Epidermiological  Society,  and  which,  as  is  stated,  embrace 
observations  for  nearly  200,000  cases,  "  that  out  of  any  number  of 


VACCINATION.  443 

adult  persons  having  good  marks  of  vaccination,  40J  per  cent  are 
perfectly  protected ;  while  59  J  per  cent  are  susceptible  to  varioloid 
or  re-vaccination." 

While  these  reports  do  not  seem  perfectly  to  correspond,  they 
will  perhaps  justify  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  other  authors,  that 
sooner  or  later  ^*  nearly  one  half  of  the  vaccinated  will  in  some 
degree  be  liable  to  the  variolous  contagion." 

From  an  examination  of  these  various  reports  upon  the  number 
of  persons  affected  by  small-pox  after  vaccination,  we  observe  in 
addition,  that  the  disease  does  not  affect  indiscriminately  all  the 
persons  so  situated,  but  seems  to  make  a  kind  of  selection  among 
them,  attacking  in  preference  those  who  have  been  a  long  time 
rather  than  those  who  have  been  recently  vaccinated ;  and  the  facts 
observed  have  seemed  to  justify  deducing  from  them  the  following 
rule :  — 

That  persons  vaccinated  in  infancy  are  rarely  liable  to  smallpox 
before  the  age  of  nine  years,  and  usually  not  till  ten  or  twelve ; 
that  after  this  period  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  or  thirty,  the 
susceptibility  is  greatly  increased,  after  which  it  seems  again  to 
decline ;  and  finally,  that  whatever  the  age  or  the  length  of  time  since 
vaccination  was  performed,  the  tendency  to  contract  the  disease  is 
greatlj  increased  during  its  prevalence  as  an  epidemic. 

Re-vaccination  has  been  found,  however,  to  effectually  extinguish 
the  susceptibility,  whether  acquired  by  the  lapse  of  time  since  the 
previous  vaccination,  or  relatively  augmented  by  the  greater 
intensity  of  the  variolous  contagion  during  the  prevalence  of  an 
epidemic ;  and  it  should  therefore  unhesitatingly  be  resorted  to 
by  any  person  who  had  been  exposed  to  the  contagion,  unless  by  a 
vaccination  within  a  small  number  of  years  by  good  matter 
properly  introduced,  or  by  a  recent  previous  exposure  to  small-pox, 
he  shall  have  sufficiently  tested  his  protection  against  it.  Not  only 
does  this  caution  apply  to  those  whose  protection  is  based  upon 
the  fact  of  a  previous  vaccination,  but  inasmuch  as  the  occurrence 
of  a  second  and  even  a  third  attack  of  variola  in  the  same  person 
has  been  well  established,  persons  even  who  have  had  small-pox 
should  avail  themselves  of  it  unless  the  occurrence  of  the  disease 
has  been  so  recent  as  not  to  leave  it  supposable  that  their  suscepti- 
bility has  been  again  renewed. 
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Of  course,  the  sooner  vaccination  is  performed  after  exposure 
the  better  is  the  chance  of  security ;  but  instances  have  occurred 
where  persons  entirely  unprotected,  either  by  a  previous  vaccination 
or  by  having  had  small-pox,  have  been,  exposed  for  days  in  the  same 
room  to  a  case  of  confluent  small-pox  until  the  eruption  was  fully 
developed,  and  upon  being  then  vaccinated  have  entirely  escaped 
the  contagion ;  and  the  opinion  is  now  generally  entertained  that  if 
vaccination  is  performed  before  the  variolous  fever  has  occurred, 
that  the  disease  will  either  be  prevented  altogether,  or  rendered  so 
mild  as  to  be  harmless. 

The  character  of  the  matter  employed  in  vaccination  is  impor- 
tant; and  while  we  think  it  possible  that  the  danger  of  communi- 
cating other  diseases  has  been  overrated,  great  care  should 
undoubtedly  be  used  in  its  selection,  —  that  only  derived  from 
children  being  used  where  it  is  possible  to  choose,  as  being  least 
likely  to  be  contaminated  with  any  communicable  disease  that  weie 
in  them,  care  also  being  taken  to  use  only  that  obtained  from  chil- 
dren who  are  free  from  cutaneous  and  glandular  affections. 

Considerable  discussion  has  been  recently  had  as  to  the  necessity 
of  recurring  at  short  intervals  to  matter  derived  from  the  original 
source,  upon  the  supposition  that  the  virus  by  repeatedly  passing 
through  the  human  constitution  may  thereby  have  deteriorated,  and 
in  a  manner  lost  its  protective  power.  This  view  does  not  seem  to  be 
well  sustained,  if  we  regard  the  characteristics  of  the  resulting  vesi- 
cle, or  the  weight  of  experience  in  the  use  of  the  old  and  new  matter. 
The  period  of  incubation,  the  progress,  characteristics,  and  succes- 
sive stages,  seem  the  same  in  the  old  and  new.  It  is  stated  that 
the  Royal  Jennerian  Institute  employs  the  same  matter  now  as  in 
1808,  when  the  institution  was  founded.  The  chief  of  the  Yaccitie 
Institution  of  Turin  declares  "  that  no  perceptible  difference  can 
be  traced  between  the  characteristics  and  progress  of  the  vesicle 
resulting  from  the  old  and  new  matter." 

It  is  said  on  the  authority  of  a  physician  of  Wirtemburg,  that  in 
Germany  the  opinion  of  the  superior  efficacy  of  matter  recently 
obtained  from  the  cow  is  not  generally  entertained. 

It  seems,  however,  conceded  that  in  the  use  of  matter  recently 
derived  from  the  cow,  that  the  local  inflammation  is  more  severe  and 
the  constitutional  symptoms  more  violent;  but  experiments   do   not 
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SO  far  show  that  it  therefore  exerts  any  greater  protective  influence, — 
in  others  words,  that  the  degree  of  protection  does  not  have  any 
relation  to  the  violence  of  the  local  symptoms.  Indeed,  if  Jermer's 
opinion  is  correct, —  that  there  are  several  diseases  to  which  the  cow 
is  subject  which  may  be  mistaken  for  real  cow-pox,  —  the  frequent 
recurrence  to  the  cow  may  be  an  expedient  not  altogether  devoid 
of  the  possibility  of  evil  consequences. 


CLINICAL  REPORT. 

BY   J.    H.    GALLINGER,    M.D.,    CONCORD,    N.    H. 

Made  to  the  N.  H.  Horn.  Med.  Society,  Oct.,  1869. 

By  the  kindness  of  Prof.  T.  C.  Duncan,  of  Chicago,  a  careful 
report  has  been  furnished  in  regard  to  cholera  morbus,  diarrhoea, 
cholera  infantum,  and  dysentery,  as  treated  in  that  section,  which 
has  already  been  published.  During  the  summer  months  these 
same  diseases  have  prevailed  in  Concord  and  vicinity  to  a  less 
extent  than  is  usual.  Cholera  morbus  has  been  treated  by  Ipecac, 
Verat.,  and  Merc;  diarrhoea  has  frequently  called  for  Fodophyllum, 
Nux,  Mercurius,  and  occasionally  Arsenicum  ;  while  dysentery  (which 
was  almost  wholly  confined  to  adults)  was  easily  controlled  by 
Aeon.,  Aloe,  Merc.  corr.  and  Nux.  If  I  should  undertake  to  desig- 
nate  any  one  remedy  as  meeting  more  fully  than  others  the  gmius 
epidemicus,  I  should  certainly  point  to  Aloe  as  the  one.  The 
prominent  indications  for  Aloe  are  "  sudden  and  continuous  desire 
for  stool;  colic  before  and  during  stool,  pressing  and  burning  in 
rectum,  with  rumbling  in  abdomen  before  stool."  It  was  invariably 
used  in  the  second  decimal  dilution. 

Dr.  Brick;  of  Keene,  in  answer  to  a  letter  in  the  early  part  of 
the  summer,  promptly  returned  some  valuable  notes.     He  said :  — 

"  Fevers  of  a  typhoid  character,  with  a  tendency  to  hsemorrhage 
from  the  nose  and  bowels,  have  prevailed  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
year.  The  remedies  relied  upon  in  most  cases  were  Baptisia,  Bry., 
Ars.,  Phos.  ac,  and  Nitric  ac  In  two  cases  with  intestinal  haem- 
orrhage, Hamamelis  was  used,  by  injection,  with   apparent  benefit. 

"In  epidemic  influenza, — attack  commencing  with  violent  chills 
and  fever,  pains  in  head,  back,  etc.,  sore  throat,  coryza  and  more  or 
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less  congestion  of  lungs,  usually  followed  by  considerable  cough,  — 
the  remedies  principally  used  were  Ars.,  Bry.,  Gels.,  Fhos.  and 
Tart.  emet. 

"  TonsilitiS;  with  tendency  to  ulceration,  has  prevailed. 
Remedies  were.  Aeon.,  Bell.,  Baryta,  Carh.  veg.,  Kali  bick.,  and 
Merc,  biniod, 

"  Scarlatina  cases  have  been  very  light  and  easily  managed.  One 
case  of  spasms  from  retrocession  of  eruption  was  promptly  relieved 
by  Cuprum  acet.,  which  soon  restored  the  rash.  The  remedies  in 
general  were  Aeon.,  Bell.,  Ipeeae.,  and  Rhus  tox.,  with  Ars.  and  Aj)is 
for  dropsical  sequelae,  which  occurred  in  two  or  three  instances. 

"  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  pertussis  at  Keene,  in  which 
Bromide  of  ammonium  has  worked  well.  Bell.,  Dros.,  and  Ipecac. 
have  also  been  used." 

It  occurs  to  your  committee  to  inquire  what  has  been  the  result 
of  the  experience  of  the  members  of  our  Society  with  Bromide  of 
ammonium  in  pertussis.  Is  it  a  valuable  remedy  ?  My  own 
experience  does  not  coincide  with  Dr.  Brick's ;  and,  in  a  recent 
clinical  report  made  to  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Society,  the  unanimous  testimony  was  against  it.  In  my  own 
practice,  after  the  inflammatory  stage  had  passed.  Mephitis^  and 
Cuprum^  have  proved  valuable  remedies. 

Dr.  Brick  closes  his  notes  by  saying:  "I  wish  to  speak  of  one 
case  of  delirium  tremens,  in  which,  after  the  ordinary  remedies  had 
failed  to  produce  sleep,  the  patient  was  put  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform.  Four  or  five  hours  of  quiet  sleep  followed,  the  patient 
awoke  free  from  delirium,  and  had  no  subsequent  return." 

Drs.  D.  F.  and  J.  C.  Moore,  of  Lake  Tillage,  furnish  the  follow- 
ing cases :  — 

Mephitis  in  Pertussis.  —  Two  little  children  were  attacked  with 
severe  whooping-cough,  and  after  treating  them  for  two  or  three 
weeks  with  Bell.,  Dros.,  Nux,  etc.,  with  but  little  benefit;  we  were 
led  to  give  Mephitis,  with  the  most  gratifying  success.  Two  pre- 
scriptions were  all  the  cases  required. 

Neuralgia  cured  with  Arsenite  of  (^iiinia.  —  Charles  S.  had  been 
sufi'ering  for  about  two  weeks  with  a  severe  darting,  tortur- 
ing pain,  running  up  into  the  head,  which  had  prevented  sleep  for 
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several   nights.     Three  powders  of  Arsenite  of  quinia  cured  the 
case. 

Hydrocyanic  Acid  in  Tetanic  Convulsions.  —  A  child  of  Mr.  B.  had 
suffered  with  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  for  three  weeks,  when  severe 
tetanic  convulsions  set  in,  which  rapidly  reduced  the  patient. 
After  trying  Bell.,  Cuprum,  etc.,  for  two  days  without  benefit^  Hydro- 
cyanic acid,  was  administered.  The  result  was  a  complete  arrest 
of  the  convulsions.  The  child  rallied  and  seemed  to  be  improving 
for  several  days,  but  the  discharges,  which  we  could  not  control, 
eventually  caused  death. 

Spermatorrhoea,  etc.  —  Mr.  H.  wrote  us  some  time  last  winter, 
complaining  of  semioal  emissions,  heart  disease,  chronic  orchitis 
from  suppressed  gonorrhoea,  troubled  sleep,  and  about  every  other 
disease  that  flesh  is  heir  to.  We  treated  him  with  poor  suc- 
cess for  three  or  four  naonths.  We  then  sent  him  Niix  vom?^  and 
SuljjhJ^.  In  three  weeks'  time  he  wrote  that  he  was  feeling  better 
than  he  had  for  five  years,  —  in  fact,  about  well.  We  sent  him 
another  prescription  of  the  same  powders,  to  be  taken  at  longer 
intervals;  but  he  wrote  us  the  other  day  that  he  was  not  so 
well  as  when  he  wrote  before.  Query :  Do  the  medicines  need 
to  be  given  in  higher  attenuations  ? 

Your  committee  will  close  this  hastily-prepared  report  with 
a  few  cases  from  his  own  note-book. 

March  25,  1869.  I  was  consulted  by  a  young  lady  from 
East  Washington,  She  had  been  treated  allopathically  for  several 
months",  and  given  up  as  incurable.  She  had  had  a  severe  cough 
for  ten  months ;  at  times  it  was  dry  and  hard,  at  other  times 
she  expectorated  hard,  round,  yellowish  masses,  sometimes  bloody. 
Held  much  severe  pain  in  lungs,  especially  the  left,  the  upper  lobe 
of  which  was  very  dull  and  sore,  with  a  burning  sensation.  Cough 
is  worse  in  morning,  and  aggravated  by  exertion  and  exposure  to 
cold  air. 

The  following  additional  symptoms  may  be  named :  great  short- 
ness of  breath;  loss  of  flesh;  face  and  limbs  bloat;  burning  in  palms 
of  hands  and  soles  of  feet;  alternate  costiveness  and  diarrhoea; 
menses  pale,  painful  and  too  frequent;  considerable  yellowish 
leucorrhoea;  appetite  capricious;  night  sweats;  pulse  92. 
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If  the  above  does  not  present  a  faithful  picture  of  phthisis  pul- 
monalis,  with  an  unfavorable  prognosis,  then  I  have  failed  to  read 
it  aright. 

During  the  months  of  April  and  May  patient  had  at  different 
times  Am.,  Calc,  Phos.,  Stann.,  Conium,  Sidjph.,  Tart,  emet.,  Bry.,  and 
Lack.,  but  very  little  progress  was  made  toward  improvement.  On 
the  25th  of  May,  Hypophosjjhite  of  lime,  in  simple  syrup,  was  pre- 
scribed in  five-grain  doses  thrice  daily.  On  the  12th  of  June  the 
patient  writes  as  follows :  "lam  almost  well.  In  ten  minutes 
after  taking  the  first  dose  I  felt  terribly;  shivered  so  that  my  teeth 
chattered,  and  it  seemed  as  though  I  should  freeze,  although  it  was 
a  warm  day.  After  I  had  taken  the  medicine  a  few  times,  it  did 
not  affect  me  so,  and  now  I  do  not  mind  it " ;  etc.  Another  pre- 
scription of  the  same  medicine  was  made,  and  on  the  18th  of 
August  patient  wrote  for  her  bill,  saying  that  she  was  able  to  teach 
school,  and  quite  as  well  as  in  former  years.  In  several  other 
similar  cases  I  have  used  this  Hypojyhosj^hite  with  gratifying  results. 

Loss  of  Memory.  —  A  young  man  became  greatly  excited,  and  ex- 
erted himself  beyond  his  strength  at  a  fire.  This  resulted  in  an 
attack  of  encephalitis.  Treatment  lasted  ten  days,  during  which 
time  Aeon.,  Bell.,  and  Apis,  were  required  to  meet  the  indications 
of  the  disease.  After  the  patient  had  sufficiently  convalesced  to 
resume  labor,  he  suffered  greatly  from  weakness  of  memory,  find- 
ing it  impossible  to  remember  the  names  of  his  fellow-workmen,  or 
even  to  recall  anything  that  had  occurred  fifteen  minutes  before. 
He  took  Anacardium  ^,  three  powders  daily,  and  in  two  days  his 
mind  was  as  clear  and  strong  as  ever. 

Paralysis  of  Eyelid  cured  by  Geheminum.  —  Mrs.  P.  had  suf- 
fered from  an  acute  attack  of  ophthalmia,  which  yielded  readily  to 
Aconite  and  Eu2)hrasia.  Suddenly  an  inability  to  elevate  the 
lid  of  one  eye  was  observed  which  increased,  until  the  eye  was 
completely  closed.  Geheminum  ^,  four  powders  daily,  put  an  end 
to  the  trouble  in  forty-eight  hours. 

Dyspepsia.  —  During  the  past  three  years  I  have  had  under  treat- 
ment a  large  number  of  cases  of  chronic  dyspepsia,  and  as  they 
have  ordinarily  been  cured  I  will  briefly  narrate  two  or  three  of 
them. 
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Mr.  C ,  aged  sixty-two,  of  nervo-bilious  temperament,  has  had 

dyspepsia  for  a  great  many  years,  and  has  taken  immense  quantities 
of  allopathic  and  patent  medicines.  Is  now  (May  3,  1868)  suffer- 
ing terribly  from  nausea,  flatulent  eructations,  weight  in  stomach, 
etc.,  etc.  Everything  in  shape  of  food  sours,  and  patient  is  extremely 
nervous  and  low-spirited.  Has  been  taking,  by  direction  of  his 
physician,  lime  water  very  freely.  Was  treated  for  six  weeks,  the 
remedies  used  being  Carho  veg.,  Ars.,  Nux,  Sulphur,  and  Nitric  acid. 
Plain  food  was  allowed,  being  principally  unleavened  bread ;  and 
all  liquids  were  positively  prohibited  for  -an  hour  before  and  after 
meals  as  well  as  during  the  time  of  eating.  This  restriction  I  con- 
sider absolutely  essential  to  the  cure  of  chronic  dyspepsia.  On 
June  20th,  six  weeks  after  treatment  commenced,  ray  record  reads: 
"Patient  reports  himself  well;  no  medicine  given";  and,  almost  a 
year  afterwards,  (March  24,  1869),  I  find  this  additional  entry : 
"  Has  remained  entirely  well,  and  is  sensible  enough  to  give  homoe- 
opathy credit  for  the  cure." 

July  22,  1868,  Mrs.  S.,  of  Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  presented  herself 
for  treatment,  having  suffered  severely  from  dyspepsia  for  seven  or 
eight  years,  for  which  she  has  sought  in  vain  for  relief  Has  also 
severe  nervous  headaches.  Is  excessively  nervous,  and  quite 
despondent.  Carb.  veg.^  was  ordered  half  an  hour  before  meals, 
and  Nux^  two  hours  after  meals,  the  restrictions  concerning  diet 
and  the  use  of  liquids  being  the  same  as  in  the  former  case.  In 
two  weeks'  time  the  dyspepsia  was  greatly  relieved,  but  the  head- 
aches continued.  Carbo  veg.  was  again  prescribed,  and  Gelseminum^ 
given  for  the  pain  in  head.  March  17,  1869,  nine  months  after 
treatment  commenced,  patient  reports  that  the  last  prescription 
removed  both  the  dyspepsia  and  headache,  since  which  tiuie  she 
has  been  entirely  well. 

Mrs.  D.,  of  Concord,  consulted  me,  June  12,  1869.  Has  suf- 
fered severely  from  dyspepsia  for  many  years.  Food  sours,  with 
flatulent  eructations ;  burning  in  stomach  an  hour  after  eating ;  has 
sick-headache  twice  per  month;  costive,  restless,  tired  in  morning; 
extremities  cold,  menses  scant  and  painful,  but  regular;  urine 
alternates  between  paleness  and  high  color;  appetite  capricious, 
tongue  coated  in  morning,  etc.  Grave  explicit  directions  concern- 
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450  NOTES   FROM   PRACTICE. 

ing  diet,  exercise,  etc.,  insisting  upon  total  abstinence  so  far  as 
liquids  were  concerned  except  at  times  when  stomach  was  free 
from  food.  Administered  Carho  veg.^,  before  breakfast  and  supper  ] 
Arsenicum^,  before  dinner  and  at  bedtime,  and  Nux^  at  10  A.  M. 
and  3  p.  m.  On  the  23d  of  the  same  month  patient  reported  her- 
self almost  well ;  another  similar  prescription  enabled  her  to  say 
two  months  later :  "  I  am  independent  of  the  medical  fraternity ; 
thanks  to  sugar-pills,  I  am  well." 

Many  other  similar  cases  might  be  cited,  but  the  limits  of  this 
report  forbid.  Allow  me  to  conclude  with  the  suggestion,  that  I 
am  sincerely  of  opinion  that  the  habit  of  drinking  freely  during 
meals  gives  rise  to  innumerable  cases  of  dyspepsia,  and  prevents 
the  cure  of  multitudes  of  others.  Let  the  physician  insist  upon 
that  point,  and  he  will  be  astonished  at  the  ease  and  rapidity  with 
which,  aided  by  proper  homoeopathic  remedies,  he  will  cure  his 
dyspeptic  cases,  even  those  generally  regarded  as  incurable. 


NOTES  FROM  PRACTICE. 


BY  M.  S.  BRIRY,  M.D.,  BATH,  ME. 

Bead  before  the  Maine  Homceopathic  Medical  Society. 

CiNA  IN  Bronchial  Inflammation.  —  In  the  symptomatology 
of  Cinaj  under  Larynx  occur  the  following  symptoms  :  '^  Deep 
breathing  exists ;  a  disposition  to  cough.  Titillation  low  down  in 
the  trachea,  inducing  cough,  with  expectoration  of  whitish  mucus. 
Whooping-cough  in  children  affected  with  worms.  Also,  dry,  spas- 
modic cough." 

For  the  Nose :  "  There  is  disposition  to  bore  in  the  nose  with  the 
fingers."  It  is  frequently  said  that  boring  and  picking  the  nose  are 
indicative  of  worms  in  children.  It  will  generally  be  found  that 
rubbing  the  nose  is  an  indication  of  an  irritable  condition  of  the 
larjnx  or  bronchia.  A  case  or  two  will  illustrate  the  above  and 
the  use  of  the  remedy. 

Case  1.  J.,  one  year  old,  had  whooping-cough  some  three 
months  ago,  from  which  she  had  made  a  good  recovery,  but  took 
cold  the  last  of  March.  When  called  to  see  her,  she  was  feverish ; 
pulse  rapid,  respiration  hurried,  and  cough  frequent.     On  exam- 
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ining  the  chest;  there  was  crepitus  of  the  right  lung  and  mucus 
rMe  of  the  bronchia ;  in  short,  there  was  inflammation  of  the  bron- 
chia extending  to  the  lung.  Grave  Aconite  at  first,  then  Aeon,  and 
Bryonia  in  alternation.  Continued  those  remedies  two  days,  when 
the  cough  became  very  frequent,  and  part  of  the  time  almost  con- 
stant. Tried  various  remedies,  but  none  of  them  controlled  the 
cough.  Seeing  the  child  rub  the  end  of  her  nose  every  few  minutes, 
it  occurred  to  me  to  give  Cina.  Put  a  few  drops  of  Cina^^  into  a 
third  of  a  tumblerful  of  water  j  directed  a  teaspoonful  to  be  given 
every  hour.  After  giving  this  a  few  times  the  cough  became  less 
frequent,  and  the  case  improved  rapidly  without  any  other  medi- 
cine. 

Case  2.  W.  C,  aged  three  years,  had  quite  a  severe  attack  of 
croup,  lasting  three  days.  Aconite,  Spongia,  and  Hepar  controlled  the 
disease  in  that  time,  with  the  exception  of  the  cough,  which  had  no 
longer  the  croupy  sound,  but  it  became  almost  constant.  For  two 
days,  none  of  the  medicines  given  seemed  to  have  any  effect. 
Waking  or  sleeping,  the  cough  continued.  At  last,  seeing  him  rub 
the  end  of  his  nose,  I  gave  him  Cina,  as  in  the  case  before ;  and 
after  two  hours,  the  cough  subsided,  and  he  recovered  without  any 
other  medicine. 

Since  then,  I  have  given  Cina  for  coughs,  with  good  results,  in 
several  instances. 

Yeratrum  YiRiDE  IN  Inflammation  of  the  Lungs. — Veratrum 
viride  will  prove  to  be  a  moat  valuable  remedy  in  inflammation  of 
the  lungs,  where  the  sputa  contain  a  large  quantity  of  blood.  Mr. 
T.  S.,  on  the  first  of  March,  after  exposure  to  the  cold  all  day,  was 
taken  with  severe  chills  and  headache,  pain  in  the  right  side,  and 
cough.  When  I  was  called  to  see  him,  he  had  been  sick  four  or  five 
days.  Found  all  the  symptoms  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs: 
fever,  quick  pulse,  pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  cough,  fre- 
quent and  labored  respiration;  expectoration  abundant  and  bloody. 
It  was  not  simply  the  rust-colored  sputa,  nor  streaked,  but  clear, 
bloody  mucus. 

Gave  him  of  the  tincture  of  Veratrum  vir.  five  drops  in  a  glass 
of  water,  a  tablespoonful  every  four  hours.     The  next  day  there 
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was  less  fever,  the  pulse  less  frequent  and  softer,  the  expectoration 
a  little  less,  and  changed  to  the  rust-color  of  ordinary  cases  of  in- 
flammation of  the  lungs.  Continued  the  Veratrum.  The  next  day 
there  was  still  more  improvement.  Continued  the  Verat.  till,  on 
the  fourth  day  of  treatment,  there  was  no  trace  of  blood  in  the 
sputa ;  then  gave  Bryonia  and  Bromiyie.  He  made  a  rapid  recov- 
ery. The  Bromifie  was  given  on  account  of  some  hepatization  of 
the  luns:. 


IODINE   IN  MANIA. 

BY   E.    H.    SPOONER,    M.D.,    READING,    PA. 

Causes  of  a  mental  and  psychical  character,  acting  for  a  length 
of  time  upon  an  organization  highly  nervous,  have  produced  in 
Mr.  X.  symptoms  of  incipient  mania,  and  a  violent,  nervous  af- 
fection of  the  heart.  At  night,  especially  when  thinking  of  real 
or  imaginary  wrongs,  his  heart  palpitates  "  like  lightning  "  as  he 
expresses  it,  the  pulsations  being  felt  also  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach 
and  in  the  petrous  portion  of  the  internal  carotid,  and  the  pos- 
terior auricular  arteries ;  in  fact,  the  pulsations  have  been  so  violent 
in  the  region  of  the  mastoid  portion  of  the  temporal  bone  that  he  has 
been  cupped  and  blistered  in  that  locality  to  obtain  relief.  This 
violent  palpitation  and  its  accompanying  arterial  excitement  drives 
him  from  bed  at  night ;  and,  by  the  use  of  cold  baths  and  friction, 
he  obtains  temporary  relief.  . 

This  man  is  slender,  of  nervous-bilious  temperament,  with  strong 
likes  and  dislikes ;  he  loves  and  hates  with  equal  fervor.  At  times 
the  most  terrible  thoughts  take  possession  of  him,  and  he  hardly 
dares  go  home  for  fear  he  might  do  some  dreadful  deed.  On 
one  occasion,  while  in  a  neighboring  city,  when  at  a  loss  as  to  his 
proper  course,  a  lady  kindly  went  a  distance  with  him  as  a  guide; 
while  walking  with  her,  the  impulse  to  murder  her  took  possession 
of  him  with  such  force  that  he  could  hardly  resist  it.  These 
attacks  of  mania  come  on  at  the  most  unexpected  times.  His 
troubles  were  all  aggravated  by  quiet  and  meditation ;  he  must  be 
constantly  in  action,  in  some  laborious  occupation  j  if  he  sits  still 
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for  a  length  of  time,  tins  trouble  returns.  This  sad  condition 
induced  him  to  consult  Dr.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia;  who  prescribed 
for  him  as  follows  :  — 

R.     Ignatise  Araar.,  Bj  ; 
Pulv.  Aloes  See. 
"     Fol.  Digital.,  aa  3j  ; 
M.,  and  make  into  60  pills. 
Take  one  pill  night  and  morning. 

This  gave  no  relief.  I  found  my  patient  in  the  condition  I  have 
described.  His  digestion  was  good,  and  he  was  well  in  all  other 
respects.  Basing  my  prescription  upon  the  moral  and  heart  symp- 
toms with  the  peculiar  aggravation,  I  found  the  following  recorded 
in  the  Chronic  Diseases  of  Hahnemann,  under  proving  of  Iodine : 
"  Despondency,  gloomy  mood,  sad,  melancholic  mood,  hypochondriac 
mood;  oppression  of  the  chest,  anguish,  impatient  moving  about. 
She  is  running  about  all  the  time,  and  never  sits  down ;  one  ought 
to  suppose  her  crazy.  Yexed  and  out  of  humor,  extreme  disposi- 
tion to  get  angry,  increased  sensitiveness  and  irritability,  irri- 
tated nerves  and  feelings,  excessive  nervous  irritation."  Under 
General  Symptoms :  "  Easy  erethism  of  the  arterial  system,  with 
obtusion  of  the  head  and  subsequent  headache.  Violent  orgasm 
of  the  blood,  uneasiness  and  nervousness,  with  trembling,  extending 
from  the  region  of  the  stomach  to  all  parts  of  the  periphery."  Chest 
Symptoms :  ''  Palpitation  of  the  heart ;  spasmodic  palpitation  of  the 
heart ;  she  feels  it  as  low  down  as  the  umbilicus,  but  mostly  in  the  pit 
of  the  stomach."  "  Sleeplessness  and  aggravation  at  night."  This 
general  picture,  which  seemed  in  a  marked  degree  to  correspond  to 
the  case  before  me,  induced  me  to  prescribe  this  drug.  Iodine  ^°^,  and 
I  am  gratified  with  the  result;  for  in  less  than  one  month  all 
this  trouble  had  passed  away  under  daily  doses,  and  has  not  since 
returned,  after  an  interval  now  of  six  months. 


POLYPOID  TUMOR  OF  THE  COLON. 

BY   A.  LINDSAY,    M.D.,    LACONIA,    N.    H. 

An  infant  seven  weeks  old,  a  child  of  G.  B.,  was  attacked  sud- 
denly, September  22,  1868,  with  haemorrhage  from  the  rectum. 
It  was  a  plump  and  hearty  looking  baby,  and  its  parents  said  it  had 
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always  appeared  as  well  as  any  of  their  other  children,  except  it  had 
spells  of  "  grunting  "  and  slight  straining.  At  the  first  visit  I  could 
discover  nothing  unnatural  except  the  haemorrhage  and  occasionally 
some  tenesmus.  The  next  day  there  had  been  slight  discharges 
of  blood;  also  a  natural  stool,  and  its  mother  saw  a  dark-looking 
substance  protruding  from  the  rectum  while  straining,  drawing 
back  as  soon  as  the  expulsive  efforts  ceased.  After  two  or  three 
days,  the  substance  had  protruded  four  or  five  inches  and  remained 
hanging  out ;  slight  haemorrhage  continued ;  also  faeces  would  be 
forced  out  at  the  side  of  the  tumor.  It  had  a  feeling  as  though  it 
was  firmly  attached  five  or  six  inches  up  the  rectum.  The  child 
lived  seven  days  after  the  first  haemorrhage,  but  appeared  to  be  in 
considerable  distress  the  last  two  days. 

As  we  were  curious  to  know  how  high  up  it  was  attached,  Dr. 
Weeks  and  myself  made  a  jjost  mortem  examination,  and  found  it  to 
proceed  from  the  flexure  of  the  transverse  and  descending  colon. 
At  the  point  of  attachment,  it  was  about  five-eighths  of  an  inch  in 
diameter,  gradually  enlarging  for  six  or  seven  inches  to  a  diameter 
of  an  inch  and  a  half,  and  then  tapering  four  or  five  inches  to 
three-fourths  of  an  inch;  its  full  length  was  about  twelve  inches- 
There  was  a  rupture  of  the  intestine  near  the  point  of  attachment, 
through  which  some  of  the  faeces  had  passed  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen.     Everything  else  was  normal. 


•  ®to  §m  Cl^uglawd  pdial  (^nttU. 

BOSTON,    DECEMBER    1869. 

This  number  of  the  Gazette  completes  its  fourth  volume.  We 
have  to  thank  the  profession  for  the  generous  contribution  of  mate- 
rial, which  has  enabled  us  to  give  them  four  hundred  and  eighty 
pages  of  reading  matter,  instead  of  the  stipulated  two  hundred  and 
eighty-eight.  We  are  also  under  obligations  for  their  very  generous 
increase  of  patronage,  the  list  of  subscribers  having  more  than 
doubled  during  the  year.  In  both  of  these  ways  we  desire  the  con- 
tinued co-operation  of  our  colleagues. 

The    Gazette  will   be  enlarged   to   forty-eight  pages   monthly, — 
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five  hundred  and  seventy-six  pages  during  the  year,  —  in  which  we 
shall  aim  to  present  a  great  variety  of  valuable  information. 

The  many  editorial  and  professional  courtesies  extended  to  us  have 
been  highly  gratifying,  and  will  stimulate  us  to  renewed  effort  to 
render  this  journal  worthy  the  respect  and  confidence  bestowed 
upon  it. 

The  Gynecologists  versus  Women.  —  In  the  March  number  of  the 
Gazette^  we  published  a  communication  from  Mrs.  Caroline  H.  Dall 
on  ""Women  as  Physicians."  It  was  an  ably  written  paper,  clear 
and  logical,  and  presented  suggestions  worthy  of  careful  considera- 
tion by  the  profession.  But  it  seems  that  this  communication  proved 
singularly  unpleasant  to  the  newborn  Gynaecological  Society  of  Boston, 
and  threw  the  editor  of  its  Journal  into  an  excited  and  alarming  state 
of  mind. 

First,  he  addresses  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Dall  herself,  in  which  he  tells 
her  that  she  has  "  dealt  a  heavy  blow  at  the  public  good  morals." 
He  professes  to  great  purity  of  thought  himself,  and  a  feeling  of 
"  disgust"  in  "  attendance  upon  a  woman  afflicted  with  pelvic  dis- 
ease." He  furthermore  says,  that  if  he  believed  her  charges  were  true 
"  even  as  a  very  occasional  thing,  I  should  at  once  relinquish  prac- 
tice." He  threatens  to  bring  her  case  before  the  Gynaecological  So- 
ciety, then  nearly  two  months  old,  and  thinks  that  every  high-minded 
physician  will  declare  her  in  error.  According  to  his  threat,  he  lays 
the  matter  before  the  Society,  reads  his  letter  addressed  to  Mrs.  Dall, 
whicb  he  afterwards  published  in  the  September  number  of  the  Jour- 
nal,  and  has  a  committee  appointed  to  repair  any  damages  which  Mrs, 
DalFs  communication  may  cause.  The  October  Journal  finds  him  still 
writhing,  and  the  number  for  November  exhibits  several  such  violent 
mental  convulsions  as  this  :  — 

"  If  Mrs.  Dall  has  not  committed  a  fearful  error  of  judgment,  not 
only  are  physicians  universally  a  curse  to  the  community,  but  the 
daily  meeting  of  clergyman  with  parishioner,  of  teacher  with  scholar, 
of  friend  with  friend,  unattended  as  these  are  by  the  disgust  which  is 
so  constantly  present  in  the  medical  attendant,  are  productive  of  so 
direct  and  intense. a  degree  of  sexual  excitement,  '  even  in  the  purest 
woman,'  that  the  very  name  of  continence  is  a  delusion,  and  of 
chastity,  a  lie." 

Ought  not  the  profession  at  once  to  apotheosize  this  valiant  knight 
who  has  so  fiercely  and  bravely  defended  us  from  such  terrible  dangers  ? 

Once  upon  a  time,  a  Chinese  Mandarin  was  appealed  to,  to  find  a 
thief  in  a  crowd.     "  I  see  the  thief,"  said  the  Mandarin,  "  I  see  him 
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now,  with  a  feather  on  his  nose."  Instantly  was  one  nose  brushed  in 
that  crowd  ;  but  even  this  poor  Chinese  knave  and  fool  did  not  keep 
up  a  continual  rubbing ;  and  certain  it  is  that  only  one  found  any 
necessity  of  rubbing  his  nose  at  all. 


Vaccination.  —  Our  readers  will  require  no  apology  from  us  for, 
contrary  to  our  custom,  republishing  an  article  so  valuable  and 
so  timely  as  that  on  vaccination,  by  the  talented  and  lamented  Dr.With- 
erill,  of  Cincinnati.  There  is  perhaps  no  medical  subject  causing 
more  agitation  just  now  in  the  different  communities  of  Europe  and 
America.  A  woman  has  been  recently  imprisoned  in  England  —  and 
in  conformity  with  law  —  for  refusing  to  permit  her  child  to  be  vacci- 
nated. The  papers  are  ablaze  on  the  subject.  Instances  of  death  in 
any  way  attributable  to  vaccination,  or  of  disease  supposed  to  have 
been  communicated  by  it,  are  paraded  by  the  opponents  of  a  measure 
designed  to  protect  the  community  from  a  fearful  scourge,  the  ravages 
of  which  are  now  fortunately  known  only  in  history.  If  there  is  any 
one  thing  apparently  proved  by  vital  statistics,  it  is  the  great  value 
and  importance  of  vaccination.  And  ^-et  there  are  physicians  —  and 
the  number,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  seems  to  be  increasing  —  who 
decry  it  on  every  occasion,  and,  like  Howitt,  pronounce  it  "  a  beastly 
and  dangerous  proceeding."  So  curious  are  the  currents  and  counter- 
currents  in  medicine,  that  we  should  not  be  surprised  some  day  to  see 
all  laws  upon  this  subject  abrogated,  and  even  the  practice  of  vaccina- 
tion fall  into  desuetude,  only  to  be  revived  by  a  recurrence  of  one  of 
those  terrible  epidemics  which  decimate  a  whole  population.  Let  any 
member  of  our  profession  who  is  disposed  to  speak  slightingly  of 
vaccination  visit  a  pest-house,  if  one  can  still  be  found.  Let  him  see 
no  more  than  ten  victims  of  this  horrible  disease  torn  from  then-  fam- 
ilies and  confined  in  a  den  of  despair,  where  each  delirious  patient 
presents  a  mass  of  corruption.  Then  let  him  pause  ere  he  lifts 
the  bar  to  allow  a  pestilence  to  rush  in,  which,  in  a  city  like  Bos- 
ton, might  number  full  fifty  thousand  victims  in  a  single  season^  and 
of  them  leave  twenty  thousand  loathsome  corpses. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

St.  James  Hotel,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Nov.  17,  1869. 
Dear  Gazette  :  —  Thinking  that  a  few  lines  from   this  southern 
clime  might  not  be  uninteresting  to  some  of  your  readers,  especially 
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such  as  are  seeking  a  warmer  climate  for  the  winter,  either  in  behalf 
of  patients  or  for  themselves,  I  will  at  once  write  you  hastily,  instead 
of  waiting  for  more  extensive  observations.  Wishing  to  visit  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  and  Aiken,  S.  C,  we  came  from  New  York  all  the  way  by 
rail,  a  long  and  tedious  trip.  An  easier  and  pleasanter  route,  I  am 
told  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  is  to  take  at  New  York  the  morning 
train  for  Baltimore,  and  then  the  evening  boat  to  Norfolk ;  to  go 
from  thence  by  rail  to  Charleston,  via  Weldon  and  Wilmington,  and 
by  boat  to  Savannah  and  Jacksonville.  By  this  route  the  roughest 
part  of  the  ocean  passage  is  avoided.  But  if  one  does  not  fear  rough 
weather  on  the  ocean,  by  far  the  best  and  cheapest  way  is  by  steamer 
from  New  York  directly  to  Savannah,  and  from  there  by  another  boat 
to  this  place. 

We  (Mrs.  E.  and  myself)  spent  a  day  and  two  nights  at  Aiken,  S.  C. 
It  so  happened  that  the  weather  was  extremely  cold  and  windy  at 
the  time,  so  that  overcoats  and  good  fires  were  needed.  The  air  was 
sharp,  if  you  please,  and  stimulating.  I  took  a  cold,  and  we  felt  anx- 
ious to  move  on  to  a  milder  climate.  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  class 
of  patients  who  would  be  benefited  by  the  climate  of  Minnesota 
would  be  likely  to  be  by  that  of  Aiken.  They  have,  I  was  told,  a 
good  deal  of  rain  at  Aiken  during  the  winter  months  ;  whereas  at 
this  place  we  have  but  very  little,  and  that  generally  during  the  night, 
leaving  the  days,  for  the  most  part,  pleasant.  We  spent  a  day  at 
Augusta,  and  visited  the  Sand  Hills,  about  three  miles  west  or 
northwest  of  the  city,  which  have  become  of  late  a  somewhat  favorite 
place  of  winter  resort  for  northern  invalids.  There  are  a  goodly  num- 
ber of  fine  residences,  built  by  the  wealthy  citizens  of  Augusta,  and 
several  boarding-houses,  on  a  southeastern  exposure,  well  protected 
from  the  northwest  winds  by  hills  and  by  forests  of  pines,  and  other 
trees.  I  was  told  that  the  expense  of  boarding  here  is  much  less 
than  at  Aiken,  where,  it  seemed  to  me,  the  prices  are  extravagant, 
being  higher  than  at  Jacksonville.  I  must  say  that  I  was  more 
favorably  impressed,  during  our  short  visit  at  the  two  places,  by  the 
Sand  Hills  of  Augusta,  —  within  three  miles  of  that  beautiful  city,  a 
horse-railroad  connecting,  —  than  I  was  by  Aiken.  Still  Aiken  may 
have  advantages  which  escaped  my  notice.  It  has  a  good  hotel,  — 
which  is  wanting  at  the  Sand  Hills,  —  and  perhaps  better  drives. 

We  reached  Jacksonville  on  the  10th,  and  I  have  opened  an  oiBee 
at  the  hotel.  This  place  is  on  rather  high,  sandy  ground,  on  the 
banks  of  the  St.  Johns  River ;  yet,  sandy  as  it  is,  the  water-oak,  a 
beautiful  shade  tree,  the  live-oak,  and  the  orange  flourish  luxuriantly. 
As  to  the  climate,  the  weather  has  been  the  most  delightful  I  have 
ever  experienced.  The  days  are  clear  and  bright,  the  nights  cool ; 
under-clothing  and  broadcloth  are  not  uncomfortable.  I  have  had 
no  occasion  to  put  on  an  overcoat  yet,  but  expect  to  require  a  light 
one  occasionally.  Oranges  are  ripening ;  they  are  very  goqd  now,, 
but  I  am  told  thay  will  be  much  better  a  month  hence.  The  number 
of  Northerners,  invalids  and  others,  is  on  the  increase  ;  during  January 
and  February,  Jacksonville  expects  to  be  overrun  with  them. 

As  to  the  eflfects  of  this  climate  on  the  various  diseases,  of  the  re- 
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spiratory  organs,  I   shall  wait  until  I  can  speak  from  observation, 
when  jou  may  expect  to  hear  from  me  again. 

Very  Respectfully, 

John  Ellis. 

New  Haven,  Nov.  20,  1869. 

Dear  Gazette  :  The  Connecticut  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society 
held  its  semi-annual  meeting  in  New  Haven,  on  the  16th  inst.  The  at- 
tendance w^as  quite  good,  and  the  discussions  on  various  medical 
points  very  interesting.  The  President,  Dr.  W.  W.  Rodman,  read  a 
very  valuable  paper  on  Nux  Vomica,  being  a  continuance  of  his  article 
on  "  The  Materia  Medica  in  its  Scientific  Relations,"  of  which  mention 
was  made  in  j^our  journal  some  months  since.  Several  members  re- 
lated cases  from  their  practice.  In  addition  to  the  customary  com- 
mittees, a  new  one  was  appointed  on  pharmacy.  This  is  a  verj^  impor- 
tant measure.  Now  that  we  have  an  Institute  of  Pharmac}',  every 
State  society  should  have  some  authorized  means  of  communication 
with  it.  Uniformity  and  reliability  are  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
preparation  of  our  remedies. 

The  cowardly,  underhanded  and  illegal  expulsion  of  Dr.  E.  T. 
Foote  from  the  New  York  State  Society  (allopathic)  was  denounced 
in  a  courteous  but  dignified  resolution.  Dr.  F.  was  the  oldest  living 
member  of  that  society,  and  in  its  early  history  had  done  much  to  aid 
it.  He  had  some  years  since  retired  from  active  professional  life  ;  but 
was  covertly  expelled  for  entertaining  more  liberal  views  than  his 
associates.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  instigator  of  the  "  Squibb  "  that 
was  intended  to  injure  our  esteemed  and  venerable  friend,  was  a  New 
Haven  practitioner. 

We  were  pleased  to  welcome  Drs.  Talbot  of  Boston,  and  Henry  M. 
Smith  of  New  York,  and  listened  with  much  pleasui'e  to  their  remarks 
and  suggestions. 

Our  little  State  is  doing  a  good  work  in  the  cause  of  homoeopath}^, 
and  will  yet  be  heard  from. 

Yours, 

Connecticut. 

Michigan,  Nov.  15,  1869. 

Dear  Gazette  :  Presuming  that  items  pertaining  to  the  profes- 
sion will  be  acceptable  from  all  quarters,  I  otier  3'ou  a  few  from  Mich- 
igan "P'irst,  the  profession  in  this  State  have  recently  taken  a  step 
in  the  right  direction.  The  old  medical  organization,  the  Michigan 
Institute  of  Homoeopath}',  existed  without  the  authority  of  law,  and 
in  the  opinion  of  many  had  ceased  to  benefit  the  profession.  There 
has  long  been  felt  the  necessity  of  an  organization  under  the  State 
laws,  which  would  give  our  society  a  legal  existence,  as  well  as  confer 
upon  it  the  right  to  hold  propert}',  etc. 

With  that  end  in  view,  the  corporators  of  the  new  medical  society 
met  at  the  city  of  Jackson,  on  the  10th  inst.,  and  proceeded  to  per- 
fect its  organization,  by  the  election  of  officers,  appointment  of  com- 
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mittees,  adoption  of  by-laws,  etc.  Dr.  Alvan  Bagley,  of  Marshall, 
was  elected  President ;  Drs.  Drake,  of  Detroit,  and  Eldridge,  of 
Flint,  Vice-Presidents  ;  Dr.  Smith,  of  Jackson,  Recording  Secretary  ; 
Dr.  C.  S.  Eldridge,  of  Bay  City,  Corresponding  Secretary ;  and  Dr. 
Gorton,  of  Detroit,  Treasurer.  The  society  will  hold  its  first  annual 
meeting  at  Jackson  early  in  May  1870. 

Free  from  the  fetters  which  have  all  along  obstructed  the  healthy 
action  of  the  old  societj^,  the  new,  with  live  men  to  manage  its  affairs, 
gives  ground  of  hope  ;   it  means  business. 

The  society  contemplates  establishing  at  an  early  day  an  organ 
which  shall  reflect  the  sentiments,  and  promote  the  interests  of  the 
profession  in  Michigan.  The  Universit}''  question  still  remains  un- 
settled. Its  ultimate  solution  depends  upon  the  united  action  of  the 
profession  of  the  State.  To  facilitate  the  settlement  of  that  question, 
as  well  as  to  urge  forward  other  matters  of  vital  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession, this  movement  has  been  made. 

Item.  —  I  see  by  the  October  number  of  the  Gazette  that  one  Dr. 
Say  re  of  New  York  received  a  phaeton  and  pair  of  horses  for  remov- 
ing a  placenta  when  some  homoeopathist  had  failed.  I  know  nothing 
of  the  merits  of  the  case  in  question,  but  propose  as  an  offset  to  relate 
a  case  of  similar  character, —  all  but  the  "  phaeton  and  pair,"  —  which 
occurred  a  few  days  since  in  this  city. 

Dr.  S.,  who,  on  all  occasions  sneers  at  homoeopath}''  and  at  those 
who  practise  it,  was  recently  called  to  attend  a  case  of  midwifery. 
After  delivery,  the  placenta  was  retained,  defying  the  doctor's  skill  to 
remove  it.  In  making  traction  on  the  cord,  so  much  violence  was  used 
as  finally  to  sever  it  at  the  placental  extremity,  thus  losing  the  im- 
portant advantSige  which  the  funis  always  affords.  Thus  matters  re- 
mained from  the  22d  to  the  25th  of  October,  when  Miss  R.  T.  Speak- 
man,  M.D.,  a  skilful  and  efficient  lady,  was  called  in,  who  without 
difficLilty  removed  the  retained  and  offensive  mass.  Now,  sir,  if  the 
New  York  allopath  deserved  a  phaeton  and  pair  of  horses  b}''  way  of 
remuneration  and  gratitude  for  the  exercise  of  skill,  what  ought  our 
homoeopathic  lady  physician  to  receive  for  the  performance  of  similar 
services  and  the  exercise  of  similar  skill  ?  T. 
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THE     BOSTON   ACADEMY    OF   HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICINE. 

Reported  by  A.  F.  Squier,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

October  25,  1869.  —  Dr.  Pierce  reported  that  he  had  again  tapped 
his  patient  with  ovarian  cyst  some  ten  days  ago,  and  that  the  fluid 
withdrawn  was  much  less  offensive  in  odor  than  at  the  previois  oper- 
ation, though  the  amount  was  about  the  same  as  usual. 

In  reply  to  a  question,  Dr.  Pierce  said  that  the  liquid  had  never 
been  purulent,  but  that  lately  the  silver  canula  used  had  been  turned 
of  a  dark-reddish  color  by  the  contents  of  the  sac. 

Dr.  Russell  read  a  paper  upon  the  Physical  Indications  of  Longevity. 
He  said  that  the  facts  he  intended  to  present  were  mostly  quoted  from 


460  REPORTS    OF    SOCIETIES. 

the  work  of  Prof.  Powell  on  this  subject,  and  that  his  object  was  to 
elicit  information  and  proofs  of  the  truth  or  falsit}^  of  the  theories  of 
this  writer.  He  then  proceeded  to  give  these  theories,  which  were 
substantially  as  follows :  The  vital  functions,  or  their  controlling 
powers,  have  their  seat  chiefly  in  the  base  of  the  brain,  including  all 
that  portion  which  lies  below  an  imaginary  plane  drawn  from  the  ex- 
ternal angular  process  of  the  frontal  bone  to  the  occipital  protuberance. 
The  greater  the  depth  of  the  brain  below  this  line,  the  greater  is  the 
vital  power  of  the  individual.  The  vital  power  he  divides  into  two 
elements:  vital  force  ^  by  which  is  denoted  the  amount  of  vigor  with 
which  the  various  functions  are  carried  on  ;  and  vital  tenacity^  or  the 
power  to  resist  the  various  influences  which  are  inimical  to  life.  The 
latter,  especially,  finds  its  measure  in  the  depth  of  the  brain  below  the 
imaginary  line.  A  uniform  average  measure  of  this  depth  is  best 
obtained  by  measuring  from  the  middle  of  the  meatus  auditorius 
externus,  vertically  upwards  to  this  line.  This  latter  distance  shows 
comparatively  the  amount  of  vital  tenacit}". 

It  has  been  found  that  persons  in  whom  the  vertical  distance  is 
more  than  one  inch  possess  more  than  the  average  tenacit}^  of  life  ; 
and  as  the  distance  is  greater,  the  tendency  to  longevity  increases, 
while  the  reverse  is  the  case  where  the  distance  is  less  than  one  inch. 
Dr.  Russell  had  measured  the  heads  of  some  fifty  persons,  with  a  view 
to  testing  this  theor}^,  and  had  found  reason  to  believe  that  it  was 
essentially  true.  All  the  persons  whom  he  examined  were  over 
seventy  3^ears  of  age,  and  in  none  was  the  distance  between  the  im- 
aginary line  and  the  external  auditor}'  meatus  less  than  one  inch.  In 
one  person,  aged  ninety-seven,  the  distance  was  two  and  one-half 
inches. 

As  corollaries  to  the  above  theory.  Dr.  Russell  stated  that  physical 
exercise  increased  the  vital  force  ;  while  this,  properly  alternated  with 
mental  exercise,  increased  the  vital  tenacity.  He  then  spoke  of  the 
immense  advantage  which  this  indication  would  aflford,  when  properly 
verified,  as  a  means  of  prognosis  in  diseases  of  uncertain  duration, 
and  especially  to  the  surgeon  in  case  of  doubt  as  to  the  powers  of  the 
system  to  sustain  the  shock  of  an  operation,  or  the  drain  of  purulent 
discharges.  In  some  of  his  own  cases,  he  had  been  enabled  to  give  a 
correct  prognosis  by  this  means  when  other  criteria  had  failed  to 
present  sufficiently  definite  indications. 

Dr.  Russell  said  that  he  had  measured  the  heads  of  but  few  chil- 
dren, and  in  them  he  had  found  as  great  variation  in  the  length  of 
the  vertical  line  as  in  adults.  In  some  instances,  the  indications 
aflbrded  by  measurement  were  ver}'  unsatisfactor}^,  owing  to  the  want 
of  prominence  of  the  occipital  protuberance  in  children. 

On  motion,  a  copy  of  Dr.  Russell's  paper  was  requested  for  publi- 
cation in  the  Gazette. 

Dr.  Squier  then  read  the  following  case : 

Mrs.  M.,  aged  about  40,  of  nervous  temperament,  with  dark  hair, 
and  gre}^  eyes,  had  had,  for  t'^o  weeks,  pain  extending  from  the  right 
mental  foramen  along  the  body  and  ramus  of  the  lower  jaw  to  the  ear,  and 
thence  spreading  to  the  whole  of  right  parietal  bone.  There  was  also  oc- 
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casional  pain  in  the  left  inferior  mental  foramen  of  a  darting  character. 
The  pain  begins  every  evening  about  six  o'clock,  and  continues  with 
frightful  severity  until  two  a.  m.,  when  it  rapidly  subsides,  and  the 
patient  goes  to  sleep.  During  the  pain,  she  is  obliged  to  urinate 
about  every  ten  minutes.  There  is  some  soreness  of  the  right  lower 
canine  tooth,  but  no  apparent  caries.  The  pain  is  aggravated  by 
cold  air  and  ameliorated  by  warm  air  and  warm  applications  to  the 
affected  side.  During  the  day  there  is  but  little  pain,  except  when 
the  face  is  exposed  to  cold  air,  and  it  soon  subsides  upon  returning 
to  a  warm  room. 

Gave  four  powders  of  Oalc,  carb.^^^'^-^  one  to  be  taken  every  four 
hours  until  the  pain  was  relieved.  Two  hours  after  taking  the  first 
dose  (which  was  about  eight  p.  m  )  there  was  so  much  relief  that  the 
patient  went  to  sleep,  and  slept  all  night,  for  the  first  time  since  the 
attack  began.  Notwithstanding  directions  to  the  contrary,  she  took 
the  remaining  three  powders,  and  reported  in  four  days  that  the  pre- 
vious symptoms  had  entirely  disappeared,  with  the  exception  of  slight 
pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  lower  jaw  when  she  went  into  the  cold 
air,  and  that  this  symptom  was  gradually  disappearing. 

Dr.  Squier  regarded  the  case  as  of  interest,  inasmuch  as  it  presented, 
as  cured  by  Gdlc.  carb.,  a  symptom  which  did  not  appear  in  any 
proving  of  that  drug  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  viz.,  frequent 
micturition  as  a  concomitant  of  the  neuralgic  pain. 

Dr.  G-regg  related  the  history  of  a  case  of  ovarian  tumor  occurring 
in  a  lady  aged  about  thirty.  The  case  was  of  six  months'  duration. 
The  abdomen  was  distended,  and  had  very  much  the  appearance  pre- 
sented in  an  advanced  stage  of  pregnancy.  Just  above  the  left  iliac 
region  was  what  appeared  to  be  a  distinct  tumor  separated  from  the 
larger  and  central  one  by  a  deep  sulcus.  This  smaller  tumor  was 
very  painful  upon  pressure,  which  was  not  the  case  with  the  larger. 
In  neither  could  there  be  detected  the  least  fluctuation,  but  they  gave 
an  elastic  feel  upon  palpation.  The  lower  extremities  were  very 
oedematous,  especially  the  left,  and  some  general  anasarca  was 
present.  She  passed  very  little  urine,  pale,  almost  colorless  ;  and  the 
general  health  was  profoundly  affected.  His  treatment  consisted  at 
first  of  measures  to  increase  the  quantity  of  urine,  and  to  this  end  he 
gave  Asclep.^  Terebinth.^  Apis,  and  other  remedies.  This  object  was 
partially  attained  by  these  medicines,  but  the  abdomen  did  not  dimin- 
ish in  size.  He  then  began  to  give  hypodermic  injections  over  the 
painful  tumor,  consisting  of  ten  drops  of  tincture  of  iodine  in  a  drachm 
of  water,  of  which  he  inserted  about  half  a  drachm  every  three  or 
four  days.  In  about  a  month  the  abdomen  had  diminished  very  much 
in  size  ;  the  tenderness  of  the  smaller  tumor  was  greatly  relieved, 
urine  increased,  constipation  relieved,  and  the  general  condition  and 
appearance  of  the  patient  very  much  improved.  He  continued  giving 
the  injections  in  this  way  for  some  months,  aided  by  some  of  the  pre- 
viously mentioned  medicines.  Nine  months  after  beginning  treat- 
ment, there  remained  only  a  tumor  in  the  abdomen  the  size  of  the  two 
fists. 

Dr.  G-regg  considers  that  the  iodine  was  the  agent  chiefly  efllcacious 
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in  removing  the  tumors,  though  he  attributes   to   the   medicines   the 
effect  of  relieving  the  general  dropsy. 

November  8,  1869.  Dr.  Angell  read  a  paper  entitled,  "  Observa- 
tions upon  Diseases  of  the  Lachrymal  Apparatus."  He  referred,  in 
commencing,  to  the  distinction  between  epiphora^  a  hypersecretion  of 
tears,  and  stilUcidium  lachrymarum^  an  obstruction  to  the  flow  of  tears 
through  the  lachrymal  pas^-ages.  It  is  a  characteristic  of  the  latter 
that  one  eye  alone  is  often  affected.  The  causes  of  epiphora  are, 
mechanical  irritation  of  the  eye,  conjunctivitis,  ophthalmia,  deep- 
seated  inflammation  of  the  eye,  and  reflex  nervous  irritations.  The 
causes  of  obstruction  of  the  lachrymal  passages  are  generally  either 
closure  of  the  puncta  from  old  inflammation,  obstructions  or  eversion 
of  the  puncta,  or  catarrh  or  blenorrhoea  of  the  sac.  The  treat- 
ment in  cases  of  obliteration  or  eversion  of  the  punctum  consists  in 
slitting  up  the  punctum  and  canaliculus,  thus  converting  it  into  an 
open  channel.  For  this  purpose.  Dr.  Angell  uses  the  scissors  in  prefer- 
ence to  either  the  knife  or  the  instrument  of  Giraud-Teulon  (which 
he  exhibited),  except  that  for  the  upper  punctum  he  uses  a  probe- 
pointed  knife.  Catarrh  and  blenorrhoea  of  the  sac  and  duct  often 
approach  very  insidiously,  or  may  be  the  sequelae  of  acute  inflamma- 
tion of  the  sac.  It  is  often  a  mere  extension  of  a  nasal  catarrh,  or  of 
a  catarrhal,  purulent,  or  granular  ophthalmia.  Acute  inflammation 
of  the  sac  often  simulates  erysipelas  of  the  face  very  closely,  and  fre- 
quently goes  on  until  the  sac  bursts,  when  complete  relief  to  the  pain 
ensues.  Catarrh  of  the  sac  sooner  or  later  gives  rise  to  permanent 
obstruction  of  the  passage,  and  this,  in  turn,  to  dilatation  and  hyper- 
trophy, and  a  tendency  to  abscesses  and  fistulse.  Nasal  polypi  are 
sometimes  found  to  obstruct  the  lachrj^mal  duct.  A  broad,  flat  nose 
and  great  distance  between  the  eyes  is  a  conformation  which  seems 
especiall}^  favorable  to  the  existence  of  lachrymal  diseases. 

In  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  lachrymal  passages,  the  flrst 
object  should  be  to  effect  a  clear  channel  for  the  tears.  This  is  best 
accomplished  by  the  use  of  the  probe.  In  acute  inflammation,  cold 
compresses  should  be  applied,  and  Aeon,  and  Bell,  exhibited  inter- 
nally. If  suppuration  is  inevitable,  warm  applications  should  be 
made,  and  Hepar,  Merc,  or  Silicea  administered.  As  a  means  of  pre- 
venting the  abscess  from  bursting  outwardly,  the  upper  canaliculus 
may  be  slit  up,  and  the  neck  of  the  sac  incised  with  a  narrow  knife  ; 
this  will  give  free  exit  to  the  pus  upwards.  When  the  bursting  of  the 
sac  seems  imminent,  it  is  better  to  open  the  abscess  in  a  downward 
and  outward  direction,  and  thus  obviate  the  tendency  which  the  pus 
has  to  burrow  in  the  adjacent  cellular  tissue.  As  soon  as  possible, 
the  permeability  of  the  natural  passage  into  the  nose  should  be  re-es- 
tablished, after  which  the  external  opening  will  soon  heal  of  itself. 
If  the  inflammatory  process  should  have  become  so  firmly  established 
as  not  readily  to  subside,  let  there  be  injections  of  Arg.  nit.,  if  the 
discharge  is  thick  and  profuse  ;  or  of  Cupri  sulpli..,  Alum.,  or  Sangain- 
aria,  if  it  is  thinner  and  of  longer  continuance.  In  order  to  facilitate 
the  closing  of  the  sac,  firm  pressure  may  be  exercised  upon  it  by  means 
of  a  compress  or  spring  truss.     Fistula  of  the  lachrymal  sac  is  very 
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often  attended  by  disease  of  the  bone  ;  and  in  these  cases,  the  results 
of  treatment  are  often  unsatisfactory.  In  the  early  stage  of  blenor- 
rhoea  of  the  sac,  the  patient  can  do  much  towards  arresting  the  dis- 
ease, by  observing  a  strictly  hygienic  regimen,  avoiding  cold  winds 
and  other  exciting  causes,  and  by  pressing  out  the  contents  of  the  sac 
through  the  puncta  several  times  a  day.  In  addition  to  these  meas- 
ures, mild  collyria  of  Zinc,  or  Alum,  dropped  into  the  inner 
corner  of  the  lids  are  very  beneficial.  But,  as  a  rule,  diseases  of  the 
lachrymal  passages  do  not  seem  to  depend  upon  deterioration  of 
the  general  health,  neither  are  patients  willing  to  adopt  so  strict  a 
mode  of  living.  Hence  we  are  obliged  to  rely  to  a  great  extent  upon 
mechanical  means  for  the  relief  of  the  obstructed  canal.  These  con- 
sist in  the  use  of  the  graduated  Bowman  probes,  and  of  the  bulb- 
pointed  probe,  introduced  by  Teale  of  London,  in  1860,  but  called 
here  the  "  Williams'  probe."  Occasionally  it  is  necessary  to  incise 
the  stricture  before  the  probe  will  pass ;  this  is  best  done  with  the 
narrow  knife  of  Stilling.  Where  there  is  great  difficulty  in  keeping 
up  the  dilatation,  or  when  frequent  visits  to  the  surgeon  are  impos- 
sible, the  style  introduced  from  above  like  the  probe,  offers  a  substi- 
tute which  appears  to  possess  some  advantages  over  the  latter.  Dr. 
Angell  regarded  the  method  introduced  by  Stilling  of  incising  the 
strictured  portion  of  the  canal  in  two  or  three  different  directions  as 
a  welcome  resource  in  obstinate  cases,  but  as  rather  too  severe  to  be 
used  in  ordinary  practice. 

Dr.  Talbot  asked  if  the  practice  of  using  the  actual  cautery  in  cases 
of  obstinate  inflammation  of  the  lachrymal  sac  was  much  in  vogue 
now  among  oculists. 

Dr.  Angell  replied  that  it  was  not.  Obliteration  of  the  sac,  so-called, 
was  an  unsatisfactory  proceeding,  and  had  been  resorted  to  less  and 
less  each  year  since  the  introduction  of  the  Bowman  method  of  treat- 
ment. 

Dr.  Walker  said  that  he  had  had  a  case  of  inflammation  of  the  sac 
which  had  formed  abscesses  and  broken  outwardly  several  times.  He 
had  given  Cede.  c.  faithfully,  in  both  high  and  low  attenuations  with- 
out result.  But  he  had  given  Gale.  c.  in  several  other  cases  of  stilli- 
cidium  iachrymarum,  and  they  had  got  well. 

Dr.  Squier  asked  Dr.  Angell's  opinion  upon  the  methods  of  Mr.  J. 
Z.  Laurence,  and  of  Dr.  Herzenstein,  of  Vienna  ;  the  former  being  by 
removal  of  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  lachrymal  gland,  and  the  latter 
by  rupturing  the  narrowed  tear  passage  by  means  of  an  instrument 
similar  to  Holt's  urethral  dilator. 

Dr.  Angell  regarded  the  method  of  Mr.  Laurence  as  impracticable, 
and  not  likely  to  come  into  general  use  from  its  severity.  Further- 
more, he  did  not  believe  that  the  gland  could  be  excised,  without  result- 
ing in  more  or  less  impairment  of  the  functions  of  the  eye.  Most  of 
the  cases  so  operated  upon  by  Mr.  Laurence  and  others  were  in  hos- 
pital practice,  and  the  remote  effects  of  the  treatment  could  rarely  be 
ascertained. 

With  regard  to  the  rupturing  process  of  Dr.  Herzenstein,  he  con- 
siders that  the  less   injury  done   to  the   mucous   membrane  of  the 
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canal,  the  greater  would  be  the  prospect  of  a  cure  of  the  inflammation 
upon  which  the  stricture  depended.  Although  he  had  never  tried 
either  of  these  methods,  he  thought  that  the  gradual  and  gentle  dila- 
tation of  the  strictured  portion  of  the  canal  was  the  means  best  calcu- 
lated to  effect  a  cure,  especially  when  aided  by  proper  constitutional 
and  local  treatment. 

HOMCEOPATHIC   MEDICAL    SOCIETY   OF   THE    STATE    OF    NEW   YORK. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  was  held  in  Cooper  Institute,  New  York 
City,  Sept.  14,  1869,  at  which  upwards  of  one  hundred  homoeopathic 
physicians  were  present. 

The  President,  Dr.  William  Wright,  was  in  the  chair,  and  Dr.  H. 
M.  Smith  was  elected  secretary /?ro  tern. 

Dr.  H.  D.  Paine,  President  of  the  New  York  County  Homoeopathic 
Medical  Society  delivered  an  address  of  welcome  to  the  members  of 
the  Society  and  the  invited  guests,  including  many  of  the  members 
of  the  New  Jersey  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  who  were  present. 
He  alluded  to  the  fact  that  the  metropolis  was  rarely  honored  with  the 
privilege  of  entertaining  the  Society  :  the  constitution  very  properly 
requiring  the  annual  meeting  to  be  at  the  capital  and  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature.  And  these  annual  meetings  have  had  no  unim- 
portant influence  in  our  favor.  The  long-established  authority  and 
the  exclusive  possession  of  every  medical  franchise, and  the  undisturbed 
control  of  all  the  places  of  professional  honor  and  trust  which  had,  till 
recently,  given  an  older  and  more  numerous  body  the  advantage  over 
us,  are  now  impartially  shared  with  us.  This  we  owe  to  the  influence 
of  the  State  Society,  meeting  at  the  door  of  the  capitol.  Hence  the 
Society,  and  its  officers  especially,  have  a  strong  claim  on  the  support 
of  our  school.  But  it  is  a  matter  of  satisfaction  to  us  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Society  are  not  all  answered  by  the  annual  meeting  alone, 
and  that  it  is  our  privilege  to  enjoy  the  presence  of  the  Society  in  this 
its  semi-annual  gathering.  These  reunions  in  diflTerent  parts  of  the 
State  cannot  fail  to  strengthen  the  Society  and  add  interest  to.  its 
proceedings.  Nor  can  this  meeting  fail  of  insuring  a  fuller  attend- 
ance of  members  from  the  County  of  New  York  at  the  future  meet- 
ings at  Albany  and  elsewhere,  and  a  corresponding  energy  in  its 
support. 

The  President,  Dr.  Wright,  responded  in  an  eloquent  address.  He 
alluded  to  the  fact  that  this  is  but  the  twelfth  year  since,  in  1857,  hom- 
oeopathy was  recognized  by  the  State  authorities.  It  was  no  small 
triumph  then  to  be  made  the  peer^  of  an  old  and  time-honored  insti- 
tution by  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Empire  State,  in  the  face 
of  so  able  and  unscrupulous  an  opposition,  and  when  we  were  so 
little  known,  even  in  the  higher  walks  of  life.  And  how  has  the 
little  leaven,  hidden  in  this  city  by  Gram,  in  less  than  half  a 
generation  leavened  the  whole  lump !  The  same  authorit}^  that 
was  then  invoked  to  stamp  us  out  has  since  granted  us,  for  a 
college  and  for  the  Margarettville  Xietreat  for  the  Insane,  the  most 
liberal  charters  ever  conceded  in  this  Union,  if  not  in  the  world.  Lib- 
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eral  sums  have  been  voted  to  all  our  dispensaries.  Let  our  strength 
then  be  in  our  union.  Let  every  man  be  free  to  the  choice  of  his  own 
attenuation,  whether  "  tenth  or  ten  thousandth."  After  a  playful 
allusion,  in  his  welcome  to  the  New  Jersey  guests,  to  that  State  as 
"  outside  the  United  States,"  he  offered  in  conclusion  the  following 
sentiment : 

'*The  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  ©f  New  York: 
May  it  ever  be,  as  of  right  it  should  be,  the  true  exponent  of  homoeo- 
pathy in  the  Empire  State  ;  and  may  its  support  be  ever  equal  to  its 
commanding  position,  and  to  the  merits  of  the  cause  which  it  advo- 
cates." 

As  this  meeting  was  merely  preliminary  to  the  principal  session,  to 
be  held  on  the  following  day,  the  time  was  chiefly  occupied  in  a  fra- 
ternal reunion  of  the  representatives  of  the  two  sister  State  organ- 
izations. 

Dr.  Gray,  being  called  for  by  the  title  "  Father  of  Homoeopathy  in 
America,"  went  to  the  stand,  as  he  said,  merely  to  disclaim  an  honor 
which  belonged  indisputably  to  the  late  Dr.  Gram,  if  it  could  justly 
be  ascribed  to  any  man  below  Hahnemann.  Dr.  Gram  was  the  Amer- 
ican Pioneer ;  a  man  most  worthy  of  all  veneration  from  us  for  his 
virtues,  which  were  spotless,  and  for  his  very  great  erudition  and  skill 
in  the  practice  of  homoeopathy. 

He  concluded  by  asking  the  Society  to  do  something  in  public 
commemoration  of  Dr.  Gram  and  of  his  relations  to  homoeopathy  in 
this  country.  He  recalled  with  emotion  the  epoch  of  its  introduction, 
forty  years  ago,  when  Gram's  rooms  gathered  in  daily  conclave  all 
the  disciples  of  Hahnemann  on  the  Western  Continent, — Hull,  Chan- 
ning,  Wilson  and  the  speaker. 

The  Society,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Paine,  appointed  a  committee  for 
erecting  a  monument  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  over  the  remains  of 
Dr.  Gram. 

A  pleasant  supper  next  followed  ;  and  the  exercises  of  the  first  day 
were  closed  with  happy  speeches  from  the  Presidents  of  the  State 
and  County  societies,  Drs.  Wright  and  Paine  ;  from  Dr.  Youlin,  Presi- 
dent of  the  New  Jersey  State  Homoeopathic  Society,  Dr.  Talbot, 
General  Secretary  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  and 
others. 

Second    Day. 

Morning  Session. — On  Wednesday  the  meeting  was  called  to 
order  by  the  President,  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Dr.  Doty,  the  Financial  Agent  of  the  Margarettville  Retreat  for 
the  Insane,  presented  a  statement  substantially  as  follows  : 

He  is  owner  of  a  property  comprising  one  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  situated  in  Delaware  County,  New  York.  He  has  given 
considerable  attention  to  the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  mental  dis- 
eases, and,  during  the  past  few  years,  has  received  and  cured  a  num- 
ber of  insane  patients.  He  has  now  a  number  of  cases  under  treat- 
ment, and  has  been  obliged  to  refuse  many  applications,  on  account 
of  imperfect  accommodations.  He  desires  to  increase  the  facilities 
by  alterations  of  the  buildings  and  by  the  erection  of  new  ones. 
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An  act  of  incorporation  has  been  obtained  for  a  joint  stock  company. 
The  estimated  value  of  the  property  is  $20,000 ;  $30,000  addi- 
tional is  necessary.  He  therefore  proposes  to  place  the  entire  prop- 
erty in  the  hands  of  a  board  of  trustees,  retaining  as  compensation 
$20,000  of  the  stock.  He  will  place  the  charge  of  the  institution,  as 
fully  as  may  be  practicable,  under  the  supervision  of  the  homoeopathic 
school.  ~ 

He  regards  the  establishment  of  this  first  insane  asylum  under 
homoeopathic  management,  as  a  great  step  in  the  advancement  of 
homoeopathy.  He  believes  that  it  will  prove  a  safe  and  even  profit- 
able investment,  and  appeals  to  homoeopathic  physicians  and  their 
wealthy  patrons  for  subscriptions  to  the  stock,  or  for  donations. 

As  immediate  action  is  very  desirable,  he  urgently  requests  the 
friends  of  the  cause  to  respond  as  soon  as  practicable,  without  waiting 
to  be  called  on  personally. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  H.  D.  Paine,  Ball,  and  Searle,  were 
appointed,  who  subsequently  reported  in  substance  a  reiteration  of 
the  indorsement  of  the  project  as  passed  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society,  and  recommended  it  to  the  support  of  the  homoeopathic  pro- 
fession. 

Dr.  Searle,  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  reported  a  favorable  condition 
of  the  finances,  over  $300  having  been  paid  with  unusual  alacrity. 
Several  members  had  voluntaril}^  paid  an  excess  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  and  one,  Dr.  Gray,  had  paid  more  than  double  the  amount  of  the 
annual  assessment. 

Dr.  1.  T.  Talbot,  of  Boston,  Secretary  of  the  American  Institute, 
and  Dr.  J.  J,  Youlin,  President  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Homoeopathic 
Medical  Society,  being  present,  were  introduced  and  invited  to  partici- 
pate in  the  deliberations  of  the  meeting. 

Dr.  Liebold  exhibited  several  specimens  of  eyeballs  which  he  had 
removed.  He  stated  that  the  sight  having  been  destroyed  by  dis- 
ease or  accident,  the  lost  eye  became,  in  some  cases,  a  source  of  irri- 
tation to  such  an  extent  as  to  produce  sympathetic  disease  of  the  re- 
maining eye.  For  this  there  was  no  other  known  remedy  than  the 
removal  of  the  ruined  eye 

Dr.  McMurray  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : — 

Resolved^  That  the  county  medical  societies  be  requested  to  recom- 
mend the  names  of  such  physicians  within  their  bounds  as  they  deem 
worthy  of  election  to  permanent  membership  in  the  State  Medical 
Society. 

Hon.  Peter  Cooper  invited  the  members  to  visit  the  several  depart- 
ments in  the  building.  The  venerable  founder  of  the  institution 
apparentl}^  took  great  pleasure  in  accompanying  his  guests.  This 
visit  was  followed  by  an  ample  and  excellent  collation,  provided  by 
the  County  Medical  Society. 

Afternoon  Session. — Dr.  H.  N.  Aver^^  made  some  earnest  remarks 
against  the  indiscriminate  use  of  alcoholic  stimulants,  and  concluded 
with  a  series  of  resolutions,  and  among  them  the  following,  which  was 
adopted :  — 

Mesolved,   That   the    indiscriminate   administration   of     alcoholic 
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stimulants  and  opium,  as  preventive  and  curative  agents,  conduces 
to  the  formation  of  uncontrollable  appetites,  which  generally  lead  to 
habitual  and  confirmed  intemperance ;  and  that,  when  occasionally 
necessary,  they  should  be  administered  with  great  caution. 

The  discussion  of  this  resolution  by  many  of  the  members  led  to 
the  passage  of  another  resolution  offered  by  Dr.  McMurray,  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Whereas^  The  habitual  use  of  tobacco  is  very  prevalent  and  is 
frequently  highly  injurious  to  the  system  ;  therefore  — 

Mesolved^  That  we  deprecate,  and  would  hereby  discountenance 
the  habitual  use  of  this  drug. 

Dr.  Gray,  to  whom  was  intrusted  the  appointment  of  the  additional 
members  of  the  Committee  on  the  Gram  Monument,  reported  the 
constitution  of  the  Committee  as  follows  :  — 

John  F.  Gray,  M.D.,  New  York., 

L.  Hallock,  M.D.,  New  York. 

S.  B.  Barlow,  M.D.,  New  York, 

B.  F.  Bowers,  M.D.,  New  York, 

Carroll  Dunham,  M.D.,  New  York, 

H.  D.  Paine,  M.D.,  New  York, 

R.  C.  Moffat,  M.D.,  Brooklyn, 

I.  T.  Talbot,  M.D.,  Boston, 

Walter  Williamson,  M.D.,  Philadelphia, 

G.  E.  Shipman,  M.D.,  Chicago, 

W.  H.  HoLCOMBE,  M.D.,  New  Orleans. 
He  stated  that  the  committee  had  been  called  together  and  had 
organized  for  work,  having  appointed  H.  D.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
It  had  been  decided  to  fix  the  contributions  uniformly  at  one  dol- 
lar. He  presented  a  subscription  paper,  to  which  the  members  were 
requested  to  attach  their  names.  Earnest  speeches  in  favor  of  the 
movement  were  made  by  Drs.  Dunham,  Talbot,  Paine,  and  others, 
and  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Medical  Discussion.  Dr.  Hallock  called  attention  to  the  speedy 
and  beneficial  effects  of  nitrate  of  uranium  in  the  treatment  of  dia- 
betes. He  had  used  the  first  decimal  potency.  He  also  spoke  of 
the  very  satisfactory  results  of  the  first  centesimal  potency  of  car- 
bolic acid  in  the  treatment  of  whooping-cough. 

Dr.  H.  N.  Avery  expressed  great  confidence  in  the  external  appli- 
cation of  carbolic  acid  mingled  with  olive  oil  in  bruises  and  scalds. 

Dr.  Goodwin  had  used  it  as  a  topical  application  in  cases  of  ca- 
tarrh, by  injection  and  inhalation.  He  had  usually  prescribed  a  few 
drops  of  the  first  decimal  potency  in  half  a  glass  of  water.  He  ex- 
pressed great  confidence  in  its  curative  effects  when  administered  in 
this  manner. 

Dr.  Talbot  corroborated  the  statement,  of  the  utility  of  carbolic 
acid  in  the  treatment  of  whooping  cough.  He  also  said  that  he  had 
seen  benefit  from  the  inhalation  of  the  fumes  in  gas-works,  especially  as 
evolved  by  what  is  known  as  the  lime  process.  Breathing  these  fumes 
a  few  times,  arrests  and  permanently  relieves  the  cough.  It  is  not 
impossible  that  the  curative  agent  is  the  carbolic  acid  contained  in 
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the  vapor.  In  order  to  promptly  relieve  the  excessive  pain  in  burns, 
the  air  must  be  excluded  ;  for  this  purpose,  he  has  applied  with  success  a 
thin  coating  of  shellac  varnish  ;  but,  as  this  is  somewhat  painful  in  its  ap- 
plication, and  cracks  easily  on  drying,  he  has  lately  used  a  composition 
of  equal  parts  of  the  white  of  egg  and  sweet  oil.  This  forms  a  kind  of 
paste  which  may  be  freely  applied  to  any  burn.  The  pain  is  relieved 
as  soon  as  the  application  is  made.  His  experience  with  carbolic 
acid  in  the  treatment  of  catarrh  convinces  him  that  it  is  an  important 
remedy,  but  by  no  means  the  principal  one.  He  usually  recommends 
a  weak  solution  of  the  acid  applied  in  the  form  of  a  warm  nasal 
douche.  The  offensive  odor  frequent  in  cases  of  long  standing  is 
thereby  relieved. 

Dr.  William  Wright  stated  that  the  most  efficacious  remedy,  in  his 
hands,  for  the  speedy  relief  of  the  pain  in  burns,  had  been  lime-water 
ointment.  Strong  lime-water  and  sweet  oil  are  agitated  together 
until  thoroughly  mixed,  making  an  ointment  of  the  consistency  of 
cream.     It  affords  instantaneous  relief. 

Dr.  H.  N.  Avery  stated  that  the  strength  of  carbolic  acid,  as 
usually  prepared  hy  druggists  was  about  one  to  fifty  or  sixty  parts. 
He  liad  known  one  instance  in  which  a  saturated  solution  was  used 
to  the  injury  of  the  patient,  the  caustic  effect  of  the  drug  being  pro- 
duced. He  has  often  recommended  the  application  of  the  dilute 
solution  mixed  with  olive  oil. 

Dr.  Albert  Wright  stated  that  protection  of  the  abraded  surface 
from  the  air  usually  not  only  relieved  the  pain  but  insured  heal- 
ing without  ulceration. 

Dr.  Searle  read  a  paper  presented  by  Dr.  G.  D.  Beebe,  of  Chicago, 
describing  his  recent  great  operation,  in  which  he  successfully 
removed  nearly  five  feet  of  intestine  in  a  case  of  strangulated  umbili- 
cal hernia.  Several  illustrations  were  exhibited  showing  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  rupture,  and  the  instruments  used  in  the  opera- 
tion. 

On  motion,  a  congratulatory  vote  was  passed,  expressing  the  senti- 
ments of  the  society,  in  view  of  the  wonderful  success  of  Dr. 
Beebe  in  a  case  hitherto  supposed  to  be  certainl}^  fatal.  This  case 
illustrates  the  astonishing  progress  of  conservative  surgery.  A  copy 
of  the  paper  was  requested  for  publication  in  the  Transactions  of  the 
Society. 

Dr.  Throop  presented  a  new  form  of  vaginal  syringe,  on  which  was 
affixed  a  flange  for  retaining  the  fluids  injected  a  short  time  in  contact 
with  the  diseased  surface. 

Dr.  H.  D.  Paine  was  appointed  to  prepare,  for  presentation  at 
the  next  annual  meeting,  an  obituary  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  Bowers. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Hon.  Peter  Cooper  for  his  courtesy 
extended  to  the  members  of  the  Society ;  and  to  the  New  York 
County  Medical  Society  for  the  very  generous  manner  in  which  it  had 
entertained  the  members  pf  the  State  Societ}^,  after  which  the  Society 
adjourned. 

H.  M.  Paine, 

Recording  Secretary, 
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MASSACHUSETTS    HOMOEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

Notice.  All  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Medi- 
cal Society,  who  have  changed  their  places  of  residence  since  April 
1,  1869,  are  requested  to  send  notice  thereof  to  the  Recording  Sec- 
retary, E.  U.  Jones,  M.D.,  Taunton,  Mass. 

A  NEW  society. 

Eleven  homoeopathic  physicians  met  at  Hamburg,  Berks  Co.,  Pa., 
on  November  9,  and  formed  the  Homceopathic  Medical  Society  op 
Berks  and  Schuylkill  Counties.  The  following  officers  were  elected  : 
C.  H.  Haeseler,  M.D.,  President ;  R.  F.  Krebs,  M.D.,  Vice-President ; 
B.  R.  Bratt,  M.D.,  Secretary  ;  C.  R.  Dreher,  M.D.,  Treasurer ;  S. 
R.  Rittenhouse,  M.D.,  E.  H.  Spooner,  M.D.,  Samuel  Starr,  M.D., 
Censors.  The  meetings  are  to  be  on  the  last  Tuesdays  in  April  and 
October.  The  next  meeting  will  be^held  April  26,  1870,  at  Reading, 
and  an  address  will  be  delivered  by  the  President,  Dr.  C.  H.  Haeseler. 
Thanks  were  voted  to  Dr.  Krebs,  of  Hamburg,  for  his  hospitalities  on 
the  occasion  of  the  meeting. 


ITEMS  AND  EXTRACTS. 

A  Painstaking  man  —  the  doctor. 

Forty-Three  babies  a  week  are  advertised  for  adoption  in  the 
leading  English  newspapers. 

Typhoid  fever  is  very  prevalent,  and  remarkably  fatal  in  some  parts 
of  France. 

The  city  fathers  of  Springfield  are  discussing  the  propriety  of 
immediate  and  compulsory  vaccination  in  that  city. 

A  French  physician  maintains  that  experiments  show  that  the 
cultivation  of  the  sunflower  neutralizes  the  influence  of  malaria  from 
marshes,  and  that  its  influence  extends  to  a  considerable  distance. 

Gram  Monument  Fund.  —  We  are  unable  to  insert  in  this  number 
the  names  of  the  New  England  contributors  as  received  from  the  Treas- 
urer, who  reports  three  hundred  and  forty-Jive  dollars  already  in  the 
treasury. 

"Regular"  Practice.  —  The  Medical  Times  and  Gazette  has  the 
following  appropriate  and  just  remarks  :  — 

"  Take  rheumatic  fever :  One  treats  it  with  calomel  and  opium, 
one  with  opium  only,  one  with  lemon  juice,  one  with  nitrate  of  pot- 
ash, one  with  alkalies,  one  with  quinine.  Or  scarlet  fever  :  A  swears 
by  ammonia ;  B,  by  quinine  from  the  commencement ;  C  adopts  a 
regular  system  of  treatment  by  emetics,  purgatives,  and  quinine  ;  and 
so  on ;  we  might  fill  our  columris  with  examples  of  this  kind,  and  to 
very  little  purpose." 
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Dentistry.  —  The  rapid  development  of  this  department  of  surgery 
is  very  gratifying.  In  education,  character  and  ability,  this  branch 
of  the  profession  takes  a  high  rank,  as  also  in  its  special  literature, 
contained  in  books  and  ably-conducted  periodicals.  A  chair  of  den- 
tal surgery  has  been  recently  established  in  Harvard  University,  and 
one  of  our  well-known  successful  operators,  Elbridge  G.  Leach,  D.  D. 
S.,  has  received  the  appointment  of  Lecturer  on  Dental  Pathology  and 
Therapeutics.  We  are  sorry  to  learn  that  a  severe  injury  of  the  chest, 
occasioned  by  his  being  run  over  by  a  hack,  threatens  to  keep  Dr.  L. 
from  active  service  this  winter. 

The  American  Dental  Association^  in  consequence  of  the  recent 
action  of  two  of  the  oldest  dental  colleges  in  this  country,  in  admitting 
women  to  the  full  honors  and  duties  of  the  dental  profession,  have 
the  following  resolutions  under  consideration  for  future  action : 

Resolved^  That  in  view  of  the  successful  results  attained  in  the 
education  of  women  as  dentists,  w^e  commend  subordinate  associations 
to  admit  to  full  fellowship  any  woman  duly  qualified. 

Resolved^  That  in  consultation,  ability  and  moral  character  are  the 
only  requisites  ;  therefore  the  sex  should  not  be  considered. 

These  resolutions  present  a  sharp  but  pleasing  contrast  to  that 
of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Societ}^,  which  proposes  to  discipline 
several  of  its  most  eminent  members  for  the  high  misdemeanor  of 
lecturing  in  the  Female  Medical  College,  and  thus  assisting  in 
the  education  of  women. 

The  Disinfection  of  Formosa.  —  There  are  two  or  three  common- 
sense  principles  to  be  borne  in  view  in  dealing  with  prostitution  and 
its  consequences.  It  is  of  no  use  to  ignore  it,  to  affect  a  false  delicacy, 
and  to  treat  it  as  if  it  were  not  a  hard  fact.  Public  policy  and  decency 
forbid  our  treating  the  unhappy  prostitutes  as  dogs,  and  refusing 
charitable  aid  in  the  diseases  which  follow  upon  their  sin.  Public 
policy  and  morality  forbid  that  their  trade  shall  be  recognized,  fostered 
or  protected. 

It  is  quite  a  false  principle  that  the  quantity  of  vice  is  fixed ;  that 
there  is  a  certain  demand,  and  that  this  must  be  met  by  a  corresponding 
supply.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  presence  of  loose  women  in  the  streets 
and  places  of  public  resort  which  acts  as  the  temptation  to  the  un- 
wary. The  supply  creates  the  demand.  All  sound  policy  requires 
that  the  presence  of  women  openly,  flaunting  their  iniquity  and  solici- 
ting passers  by,  should  be  put  down  by  the  police  as  far  as  it  can  be. 
Wise  parents  desire  their  sons,  after  dining  out,  to  come  home  in  a 
cab.  Vice  is  a  habit,  and  the  less  it  is  indulged  the  less  it  will 
be. 

Then,  women  suffering  from  the  consequences  of  their  life  ought  to 
be  received  as  kindly  as  if  they  were  sufferers  from  any  other  sin.  We 
would  say,  too,  that  any  woman  taken  up  and  convicted  of  following  • 
her  vocation  as  prostitute  in  public  should  be  imprisoned,  and  if  found 
diseased  should  be  retained  till  cured.  Meanwhile,  every  iuducement 
should  be  offered  for  a  change  of  life. 
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But  beyond  this,  if  any  one  seeks  to  make  prostitution  safe  by  a 
system  of  minute  regulations,  we  would  ask  him  just  to  consider  the 
state  of  affairs  in  Paris  as  revealed  in  the  letter  of  our  surgical  cor- 
respondent last  week.  Police  regulations  and  periodic  examinations 
are  in  full  force,  but  the  cry  is  :  Syphilis  is  more  rampant  than  ever  ; 
the  examinations  are  not  frequent  enough  ;  every  woman  ought  to  be 
examined  more  minutely,  twice  a  week  at  tlie  least !  More  exami- 
ning physicians  are  required,  and  better  ones. 

But  there  was  one  part  of  our  Paris  surgical  correspondent's  letter 
which  we  reserved  from  notions  of  delicacy,  but  we  may  as  well  out 
with  it.  Hear  it  ye  ganders  !  The  sauce  for  the  geese  must  now  be 
served  out  to  you.  The  examination  of  women  has  proved  fruitless  ; 
now  men  must  be  examined  ;  and  it  is  proposed  that  this  duty  shall 
be  imposed  on  the  "  abbess,"  or  high  priestess  of  each  establishment 
devoted  to  the  Paphian  rite,  and  that  a  fine  shall  be  inflicted  on  her, 
if  through  her  carelessness  any  worshiper  brings  disease  among  the 
nymphs  of  her  fold. 

As  for  the  examination  of  soldiers,  and  the  shutting  up  of  loose 
women  in  garrison  towns,  these  are  exceptional  duties,  imposed  by 
the  State  for  public  reasons,  which  the  medical  officers  do  very  much 
to  their  disgust,  but  without  degradation.  But  there  is  nothing 
which  would  tend  more  to  deprive  medicine  of  the  rank  of  a  respec- 
table calling  than  the  fact  that  practitioners  should  be  found  willing 
to  lend  themselves  to  the  dirty  work  of  examining  prostitutes,  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their  trade,  and  even  (as  has  been 
proposed)  instructing  them  in  the  art  of  injecting,  etc.,  so  that  they  may 
sin  with  safety.  If  the  heads  of  the  profession,  or  the  colleges,  ever 
desire  an  opportunity  of  protecting  their  members  from  degradation, 
here  is  one. 

And  the  attempt  would  be  as  unavailing  as  it  would  be  disgraceful. 
"Whatever  renders  vice  safe  and  increases  its  prevalence,  must  in- 
crease disease.  Gonorrhoea  and  soft  ulcers,  require  no  specific  pab- 
ulum ;  they  may  be  created  anywhere  de  novo  by  promiscuous  inter- 
course. The  infection  of  syphilis  is  so  subtle,  and  lurks  where  least 
expected,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  keep  it  out.  Whether  this 
is  ever  generated  anew  is  questionable,  but  every  surgeon  in  good 
practice  knows  that  many  of  his  worst  cases  are  reported  to  him  to 
be  the  fruit  of  liaisons  where  such  a  result  was  least  to  be  expected. 

If  we  are  not  to  treat  prostitution  by  repression,  if  it  is  to  be  fos- 
tered and  protected  at  the  public  expense,  then  the  best  plan  would 
be,  pecca  fortiter.  Make  it  a  department,  with  an  Under-Secretary 
of  State  to  manage  it ;  have  an  ample  staff  of  well  salaried  inspec- 
tors ;  only  let  the  funds  come  from  a  tax  on  the  persons  who  practise 
prostitution,  and  those  who  resort  to  them.  If  we  have  money  to 
spare,  let  us  give  it,  in  better  dwellings,  food,  and  sick  comforts,  to 
poor  women  who  earn  their  living  by  work ;  and  let  Formosa  save 
something  for  her  disinfecting  purposes  out  of  the  ample  wages 
of  her  debauchery.  —  London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  2d  October^ 
1869. 
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The  Science  of  Therapeutics  according  to  the  Principles  of 
Homoeopathy.  By  Bernhard  Bsehr,  M.D.  Translated  and  enriched 
with  numerous  additions  from  Kafka  and  other  sources,  by  Charles 
J.  Hempel,  M.D.  New  York :  Boericke  &  Tafel,  145  Grand  street. 
Two  volumes,  large  octavo ;  pp.  635,  752. 

We  cannot  let  this  number  of  the  Gazette  go  to  press  without  men- 
tioning the  splendid  work,  in  two  volumes,  which  the  new  firm  of 
Boericke  and  Tafel,  successors  to  William  Radde  of  New  York,  first 
give  to  the  profession.  If  this  is  a  specimen  of  what  this  firm  are  to 
do  for  our  literature,  we  may  well  conclude  that  the  Homoeopathic 
/Sun  is  rising  rather  than  going  down  in  their  hands.  And  if  they 
would  make  a  relative  improvement  in  the  North  American^  they  would 
be  entitled  to  our  thanks.  The  work  itself  we  cannot  at  this  time 
carefully  examine,  and  can  only  say  that  it  is  rich  in  the  thoughts  and 
experiences  of  the  best  men  in  our  profession,  European  and  Ameri- 
can. It  is  a  work  which  every  physician  in  our  school  should  possess. 
We  shall  more  carefully  review  it  in  our  next  number. 

The  Stepping-stone  to  Homceopathy  and  Health.  Sixth  edition, 
fiftieth  thousand  ;  much  improved  and  enlarged.  By  E.  H.  Ruddock, 
M.D.  (Exam.),  M.  R.  C.  S.,  etc.  London:  Jarrold  &  Sons.  Pp. 
314 ;  square  16mo. 

This  very  convenient  little  volume  is  in  two  parts,  the  first  occu- 
pied by  a  history  and  defence  of  homoeopathy,  by  hygiene,  and  by  a 
few  general  remarks  on  medicines  and  the  diet  of  those  who  are  under 
treatment.  The  second  treats  of  a  large  number  of  the  more  common 
diseases  and  their  remedies, —  which  may  be  considered  the  body  of  the 
work,  —  followed  by  a  discussion  of  thirty-one  medicines  and  their 
uses.  A  clinical  directory  and  an  index,  both  suflSciently  copious,  con- 
clude the  work.  This  book  has  had  an  immense  sale  in  Great  Britain, 
over  fifty  thousand  copies  having  been  given  to  the  public.  And 
there  is  no  question  but  that  the  education  of  the  common  people  to 
the  domestic  use  of  homoeopathic  remedies  lays  a  broad  foundation 
for  its  professional  success. 

Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Stricture  of  the  Uretha,  and 
Urinary  Fistula.  By  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  F.  R.  C.  S.  With 
Illustrations.     Philadelphia  :  Henry  C.  Lea.     Pp.  359  ;  octavo. 

This  book  is  a  reprint  from  the  third  and  revised  London  edition, 
and  the  extent  of  its  circulation  and  the  character  of  its  author  give 
it  some  degree  of  authority  in  the  study  of  a  difficult  and  complicated 
affection.  By  the  omission  of  arguments  on  questions  formerl}^  doubt- 
ful, but  now  considered  settled,  the  book  has  been  reduced  some 
eighty  pages,  while  much  has  been  added  to  it,  the  results  of  more 
recent  investigations.  It  is  a  monograph  of  great  value  to  the 
practising  physician. 
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Diseases  and  Injuries  of  the  Eye.     By  George  Lawson,  F.  R.  C. 
S.     Philadelphia  :  Lindsay  and  Blakiston.    Pp.  436  ;  12mo. 

Neither  oculists  nor  publishers  intend  that  the  profession  shall 
remain  ignorant  of  the  diseases  of  the  eye.  Now,  within  a  few  weeks 
have  we  had  the  magnificent  work  of  8olberg  Wells,  followed  by  the 
very  Handy  book  of  Ophthalmic  Surgery  of  John  Z.  Lawrence,  both 
published  by  H.  C.  Lea ;  and  here  comes,  from  the  house  of  Lindsay 
and  Blakiston,  a  convenient  and  comprehensive  treatise  upon  the 
diseases  of  this  delicate  and  complicated  organ.  The  time  was  when 
the  diseases  of  the  eye  were  considered  so  simple  that  every  physician 
was  expected  to  understand  them.  Now,  by  actual  count,  this  little 
volume  treats  us  to  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  different  diseases  or 
affections  of  the  eye.  These  are  all  set  forth  in  a  clear  but  concise 
manner,  and  we  are  sure  that  no  one  of  our  readers  could  take  up 
this  book  for  half  an  hour  without  learning  something  of  value  from 
it.  A  Williams  &  Co.  have  it  on  sale  at  their  new  store,  corner  of 
Washington  and  School  streets  ;  price,  $2.50. 

A   Physician's   Problems.      By   Claries   Elara,    M.D.,  F.  R.  C.  P. 
Boston  :  Fields,  Osgood  &  Co.     Pp.  400  ;   12mo. 

We  have  here  a  very  original,  unique  and  highly  interesting  book. 
It  grapples  boldly  with  some  of  the  more  recondite  questions  of 
physiology  and  pathology  of  body  and  mind.  These  are  best  set 
forth  by  quoting  the  titles  of  the  seven  essays  ;  Natural  Heritage  ;  On 
Degeneration  in  Man  ;  On  Moral  and  Criminal  Epidemics  ;  Body  vs. 
Mind  ;  Illusions  and  Hallucination  ;  On  Somnambulism  ;  Revery  and 
Abstraction.  In  every  essay  there  is  matter  for  profound  study ; 
and  the  layman  as  well  as  the  physician  will  find  this  valuable  collec- 
tion of  facts  and  the  theories  based  upon  them  well  worthy  of  his 
attention. 

Among  the  examples  of  somnambulism,  —  sleep-vigil,  Dr.  Elam  pre- 
fers to  call  it,  — it  is  singular  that  he  has  not  quoted  that  of  Jane 
Rider  of  Springfield,  who  was  treated  at  the  Insane  Asylum,  at  Wor- 
cester, more  than  thirty  years  ago.  Is  the  book  that  gave  an  account 
of  her  case  among  the  lost  literature  of  the  world  ? 

First  Report  of  the  Northeastern  Homceopathic  Dispensary  of 
New  York. 

This  institution  ministers  to  the  sufferings  of  a  poverty-stricken 
population.  Besides  the  occupants  of  tenement-houses,  there  is  a 
'^  squatter  population "  of  about  six  thousand  human  beings.  Dr. 
Seeger  enters  at  length  into  the  causes  of  sickness  and  mortality  in 
the  region,  and  particularly  dwells  on  the  adulteration  of  articles  of 
food  and  drink.  The  cases  treated  in  seven  and  a  half  months  have 
been  five  hundred,  and  thirty-four.  Vigorous  efforts  are  made  to  build 
up  a  good  library  and  museum.  Contributions  are  earnestly  solicited 
from  authors,  operators  or  others  who  are  able  to  enrich  the  shelves 
of  the  Dispensary. 
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Inaugural  Address  at  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Phila- 
delphia, at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  1869-70.  By  Lemuel 
Stephens,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

The  subject  is  Constructive  Force,  and  the  Professor  adopts  the  views 
of  Dr.  Carpenter  and  Prof.  Youman. 

Keligion  in  Common  Schools.  Three  lectures  delivered  in  Cincinnati, 
by  Rev.  A.  D.  Mayo. 

Into  the  qucestio  vexata  of  the  Bible  in  the  public  schools  of  Cin- 
cinnati, the  lecturer  enters  with  great  earnestness  and  force ;  he 
would  have  no  sectarianism  taught  in  the  schools,  but  urges  that 
there  is  still  a  necessity  for  religious  teaching,  and  for  the  Bible  as  a 
text-book,  in  order  to  the  proper  government  and  discipline  of  the 
school,  and  the  formation  of  a  character  suitable  to  future  usefulness. 

The  Story  of  a  Bad  Boy.  By  Thomas  Bailey  Aldrich.  Boston : 
Fields,  Osgood  &  Co.     Illustrated  ;    pp.  261  ;  12mo. 

Physicians  were  among  the  first  to  point  out  the  pernicious  influ- 
ence of  the  popular  juvenile  books,  whose  principal  characters  are 
usually  either  boys  of  improbable  badness,  or  boys  of  impossible 
goodness.  To  them  and  to  their  families  do  we  especially  commend 
this  lively  story  of  a  healthy,  energetic  boy,  brimful  of  mirth,  mischief, 
and  good  feeling.  Many  an  old  head,  and  wise  one,  too,  will  S3^m- 
pathize  with  the  scrapes  and  escapades,  as  well  as  sorrows  and  trials, 
of  this  brave-hearted  little  fellow.  They  will  not  be  ashamed  to 
recall  their  own  boyish  tricks,  which  Tom  Bailey  will  be  certain  to 
remind  them  of,  —  even  that  of  falling  in  love,  and  becoming  a 
''  blighted  being  "  in  consequence ;  but  we  doubt  if  many  old  boys 
could  equal  Tom  in  his  explanation  of  a  financial  crisis.  Happy  fire- 
sides will  listen  to  tales  of  an  almost  forgotten  past  that  this  auto- 
biograph}^  will  suggest,  and  which  will  give  to  hoary  age  ••'  the 
heart  of  May." 

PERSONAL. 
W.  W.  KoDMAN,  M.D.  —  We  are  happy  to  inform  our  readers  that  Dr.  Rod- 
man has  continued  his  researches  on  the  Scientific  Relations  of  the  Materia 
Medica,  and  that  these  will  appear  serially  in  the  next  volume  of  the  Gazette. 
Part  I.,  copies  of  which  may  still  be  obtained  of  the  author,  was  published 
anonymously  about  a  year  ago  and  has  received  many  commendations  from 
the  most  thoughtful  minds  in  the  profession,  allopathic  as  well  as  homoeopa- 
thic. A  cursory  examination  of  Part  II.,  convinces  us  of  its  great  merit  as  a 
scientific  work. 

E.  H.  RuDi^ocK,  M.D.,  of  Reading,  England,  the  Editor  of  the  Homoeopa- 
thic World,  has  recently  made  a  hurried  visit  to  this  country,  and  we  hope  in 
the  next  number  to  give  some  of  his  impressions  of  the  New  World,  particu- 
larly of  the  homoeopathic  portion  of  it.  His  journal  we  can  commend  as  the  best 
one  our  school  ever  published,  and  we  wish  it  had  a  large  circulation  in  this 
country. 

Hon.  E.  T.  Foote,  M.D.,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  was  recently,  on  motion 
of  .Dr.  Squibb,  summarily  expelled  from  the  New  York  Medical  i?ociety.  Dr. 
Foote  was  formerly  a  Member  of  Congress  from  New  York ;  he  was  the  oldest 
Uving  member  of  the  Society,  which  owed  much  to  him  for  legislative  and 
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other  aid.  When  we  consider  this,  and  that  Dr.  Foote,  now  nearly  eighty- 
years  old,  had  retired  from  practice,  and  resided  in  another  State,  the  mean- 
ness and  cowardice  of  the  whole  afi'air  is  unparalleled.  We  do  not  think 
either  Dr.  Squibb  or  the  Society  realized  the  disgracefulness  of  their  conduct. 
It  was  probably  an  act  done  thoughtlessly  by  both,  and  it  would  be  well  for 
both  if  it  could  be  kept  concealed.  But  it  has  put  a  stigma  on  the  Society 
not  easily  removed,  and  if  Dr.  Squibb  still  glories  in  it,  let  him  affix  a  notice 
of  it  to  the  labels  of  his  medicines  so  extensively  advertised  and  used,  and  he 
will  soon  learn  how  far  an  honorable  profession  sustain  such  dishonorable 
conduct. 

Prof.  E.  M.  Hale  writes  that  he  has  nearly  finished  his  pathogenesis  of 
Kali  hromidum.  Dr.  Ludlam  has  found  the  third  trituration  of  this  medicine 
curative  in  a  few  cases  of  purely  spasmodic  dysmenorrhgea  and  hysteria; 
Dr.  Mitchell  used  it  successfully  in  obstinate  vomiting  of  pregnancy ;  and  Dr. 
Hull  cured  an  obstinate  case  of  spasmodic  dysuria  with  the  first  trituration 
of  it. 

O.  P.  Baer,  M.D.,  Richmond,  Ind.  —  We  regret  to  learn  that  this  stanch 
and  veteran  supporter  of  our  cause  in  Indiana  is  in  feeble  and  failing 
health. 

H.  T.  F.  Gatchell,  M.D.,  of  Kenosha,  Wis.,  has  gone  to  Asheville,  N.  C, 
for  his  health,  where  he  intends  to  establish  an  invalid's  retreat. 

G.  E.  Shipman,  M.D.,  has  prepared,  and  will  publish  as  soon  as  a  sufiicient 
number  of  subscribers  will  warrant  it,  a  translation  of  Grauvogl's  great 
work  on  Homoeopathic  Practice.  It  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  physician, 
and  no  better  service  could  be  rendered  the  profession  than  by  at  once  sub- 
scribing for  it. 

J.  H.  PuLTE,  M.D.,  has  kindly  sent  us  his  circular  on  Financial  Policy. 
There  are  few  of  our  physicians  who  have  proved  themselves  better  masters 
in  finance  than  Dr.  Pulte,  but  we  doubt  if  the  government  will  change  its 
present  financial  policy  even  for  a  better  one. 

J.  W.  Talbot  has  been  appointed  General  Agent  of  the  Homoeopathic 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  for  the  New  England  States. 
His  office  is  at  No.  130  Tremout  Street,  corner  of  Winter  Street.  This 
company  is  well  managed,  and  has  already  proved  a  success.  Though  it  has 
been  in  operation  but  little  more  than  a  year,  it  has  issued  more  than  1,700 
policies,  covering  upwards  of  $4,000,000.  "  Homoeopathy  is  evidently  going 
down!" 

R.  G.  Valentine,  M.D.,  of  Henderson,  Ky.,  for  eight  years  a  prominent 
allopathic  physician,  has  recently  adopted  homoeopathy. 

Located.  —  James  D.  Johnson,  M.D.,  at  371  Main  St.,  Hartford,  Conn. 
E.  J.  Foster,  M.D.,  at  Burlington,  Vt. 
S.  Chapin,  M.D.,  at  Wakefield,  Mass. 

Removals.  —  H.  B.  Morrill,  M.D.,  from  68  Beach  street  to  17  Harrison 
avenue,  Boston. 

W.  F.  Hathaway,  M.D.,  from. Rochester,  N.Y.,  to  2044  Market  street,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Died.  —  George  R.  Clark,  M.D.,  died  of  diphtheria,  in  Portland,  Me., Nov. 
1,  1869,  aged  35  years.  After  attending  one  course  of  medical  lectures  at  Har- 
vard, he  attended  two  courses  at  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  College,  where 
he  graduated  in  1863;  and  immediately  thereafter  commenced  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  Portland,  in  company  with  the  writer.  A  close  student  of 
medicine,  of  sound  judgment,  great  knowledge  of  our  method  of  treating 
diseases ;  faithful,  gentle  and  kind  in  his  intercourse  with  the  sick,  —  he  had 
made  many  fast  friends,  and  gave  promise  of  future  eminence  in  his  profes- 
sion. 

A  report  of  his  case  may  be  expected.  E.  Clark. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


J.  E.,  ria.  —  We  shall  hope  to  hear  from  you  again,  when  you  have  more 
thoroughly  acquainted  yourself  with  the  character  of  the  climate,  and  the 
diseases  incident  to  that  section. 

W.  P.,  Mass.  —  Thanks  for  your  valuable  item.  If  others  would  help  us  in 
the  same  manner,  our  labors  would  be  easier  as  well  as  more  efficient. 

H.  T.  r.  G.,  N.  C.  —  Your  interesting  letter  will  appear  in  the  January 
number.    It  was  too  late  for  this. 

E.  C.  W.,  N.  J.  — The  communication  has  not  yet  come  to  us. 
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Ohio.  American  Homoeopathic  Observer ;  Detroit.  The  Medical  Investiga- 
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Guardian  of  Health ;  Boston.  The  Medical  Record ;  New  York.  The  Medi- 
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Philadelphia.  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  Pacific  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal;  San  Francisco.  Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry.  The 
Canada  Journal  of  Dental  Science;  Hamilton.  The  Missouri  Dental  Journal; 
St.  Louis.  Every  Saturday;  Boston.  Littell's  Living  Age;  Boston.  The 
Atlantic  Monthly;  Boston.  Our  Young  Folks;  Boston.  Our  Dumb  Ani- 
mals; Boston.  Monthly  Record  of  the  Five  Points  House  of  Industry;  New 
York.  The  Phrenological  Journal ;  New  York.  The  Nation;  New  York.  The 
National  Sunday  School  Teacher;  Chicago.  The  Witness;  New  York.  Cin- 
cinnati Times. 

Also  the  following : 

The  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Poughkeepsie  Homoeopathic  Medical 
and  Surgical  Dispensary,  by  Ed.  W.  Avery,  M.D. ;  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
First  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Northeastern  Homoeopathic  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Dispensary;  New  York.  Inaugural  Address  delivered  at 
the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  by  Lemuel  Stephens, 
M.D.  Catalogue  of  the  Museum  and  Library  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Philadelphia,  by  C.  M.  Thomas,  A.  B.,  Philadelphia.  Catalogue  of 
Bowdoin  College,  1869-70.  The  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Consumptives' 
Home ;  by  Charles  CuUis,  M.D.  Religion  in  the  Common  Schools.  Three 
Lectures  by  Rev.  A.  D.  Mayo,  Cincinnati.  The  Atlantic  Almanac  for  1870, 
Boston  :  Fields,  Osgood  &  Co. 

The  Story  of  a  Bad  Boy,  by  Thomas  Bailey  Aldrich;  Boston  :  Fields.  Osgood 
&  Co.  The  Stepping  Stone  to  Homoeopathy  and  Health,  by  E.  H.  Ruddock, 
M.D.,  London :  Jarrold  &  Sons.  A  Physician's  Problem,  by  Charles  Elam, 
M.D.,  M.  R.  C.  P.,  Boston:  Fields,  Osgood  &  Co.  Diseases  and  Injuries  of 
the  Eye,  by  George  Lawson,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  Philadelphia:  Liudsay  &  Blakiston. 
The  Science  of  Therapeutics,  according  to  the  Principles  of  Homoeopathy,  by 
Bernhard  Bsehr,  M.D.  2  Vols.  New  York :  Boericke  &  Tafel. 
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